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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 

Bureau of the Census, 

Washington, D. C, October 15, 1914-. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a bulletin relating to the revenue systems of the state and local 
governments for the year 1912, with a brief statement of the laws enacted in 1913 which materially affected 
the revenue sjirstems. 

This bulletin has been prepared in connection with the decennial investigation on Wealth, Debt, and Taxa- 
tion authorized by the permanent census act, and is published in advance of the complete report in order that 
the information contained in it may not be withheld from the public until the completion of the entire 
investigation. 

This bulletin was prepared under the supervision of Starke M. Grogan, chief statistician in charge of Wealth, 
Debt, and Taxation, John Lee Coulter, expert special agent in an advisory capacity, Arthur J. Hirsch, chief 
of division, and was directed by Hickman P. Childers, expert chief of division. Acknowledgment is also 
made of the services of Henry W. Gardes. 
Very respectfully. 




Director of the Census. 



To Hon. William C. Redfield, 

Secretary of Commerce. 
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TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS OF STATE AND 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 



A DIGEST OF CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS RELATING TO TAXATION IN THE 

DIFFERENT STATES IN 1912. 



INTRODUCTION. 



This bulletin, wliich constitutes a part of the inves- 
tigation of the Bureau of the Census on Wealth, Debt, 
and Taxation, presents a digest of the laws relating 
to taxation in the different states. These digests are 
a revision of similar digests covering the year 1902, 
published as a part of the report of this bureau on 
Wealth, Debt, and Taxation for that year. 

In order that the revenue laws presented in this 
section of the work may be studied in their relation to 
the actual public receipts and expenditures, to be 
presented in another bulletin, the revision proper cov- 
ers the legislative enactments up to and including the 
year 1912. Following the general presentation, there 
is also set forth for those states whose legislative 
bodies assembled during the year 1913, a brief state- 
ment of the laws enacted in that year which materially 
affected the revenue systems. 

The state laws leave wide discretionary powers to 
the local governments as to matters relating to taxa- 
tion, but in each state there are statutory provisions 
of a general character intended to bring about uni- 
formity in the levy and collection of local taxes within 
the state. The compilations of the taxation and rev- 
enue systems as presented in this bulletin are based 
upon general statutory provisions only. The provi- 
sions relating to taxation and revenues to be found in 
city charters or ordinances, local in character, have not 
been included. The compilations are therefore prima- 
marily concerned with state taxation and revenues, 
and county and municipal taxation and revenues are 
covered only in so far as they have been determined 
or fixed by general state legislation. In these digests 
the word "municipal" refers to those divisions of 
government smaller than, or ranking below, the 
county, as cities, towns, townships, etc. 

The material in the compilations of the taxation 
and revenue laws of the several states is presented, 
so far as possible, under fixed headings or classes. 



The classification used is as follows : 

First- 
General Description, Constitutional Provisions, and 
Officers. 
Second — 

Under each of three main divisions, namely. State Reve- 
nues, County Revenues, and Municipal Revenues come 
the following subdivisions: 

A. General property taxes. 

1. Base. 

a. The property subject to taxation. 
The exemptions. 

b. Assessment. 

c. Equalization. 

2. Rate. 

3. Collection. 

B. Poll taxes. 

C. The inheritance tax. 

D. Corporation taxes. 

E. Business taxes, licenses, and fees. 

F. The income tax. 

G., H., etc. Other revenues. 

DEFINITIONS. 

The following definitions have ruled in the classifica- 
tion of material: 

Officers. — This hst includes only those officers con- 
cerned directly with the assessment, levy, or collection 
of taxes and other revenues. 

Taxes. — Taxes are enforced proportional contribu- 
tions of wealth, levied and collected in the general 
interest of a community, from individuals and corpora- 
tions by virtue of the sovereignty of the nation or state 
for the support of governments and for the defrayal of 
all expenses growing out of the pubHc needs. 

General property taxes. — These are direct taxes upon 
the real and personal property of persons, natural and 
corporate. Under the existing laws in the United 
States, property taxes are universally levied without 
reference to benefits conferred upon or enjoyed by the 
taxpaying property owner. Most property taxes are 

(9) 
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apportioned according to the value of the property 
upon which they are levied, and in so far as they are 
thus apportioned they are called ad valorem taxes, 
others not thus apportioned are called specific taxes; 
Receipts from general property taxes are the principal 
source of revenue receipts in most American civil 
divisions. 

Poll taxes. — These are direct personal taxes, usually 
on males, and comprise (1) all so-caUed poll or capita- 
tion taxes, whether levied in specific amounts or 
levied as quasi property taxes based upon an arbi- 
trary valuation of polls, (2) all so-called poll taxes 
graded in amounts according to occupations, and (3) 
all exactions of personal services, as work upon the 
highways or elsewhere, whether classed in statutes as 
poll taxes or otherwise. 

TTie inheritance tax. — ^This is a tax levied upon 
property passing by bequest to any person or corpora- 
tion, in trust or otherwise, by the intestate laws of a 
state, or by deed or gift, and intended to take effect 
after death of the grantor. 

Corporation taxes. — This term has been used some- 
what broadly to include aU taxes levied on corpora- 
tions generally, when such taxes are notably different 
in form or administration from the taxes levied on 
property of private citizens. It does not include all 
taxes levied on corporations, but only those which 
appear to take on a special form. 

Business taxes, licenses, and fees. — These receipts 
include the revenues collected from persons, natural 
or corporate, by reason of the business or caUing in 
which they are engaged, and also all receipts from 
fees, which are ordinarily associated with the per- 



formance of some service by the governmental body 
for the individual paying. Owing to the want of pre- 
cision in the use of the words "license " and "fee" in 
the statutes of the various states, a separation of the 
two sources of revenue is impracticable. 

The income tax. — This is a tax on the incomes, emolu- 
ments, profits, or on the excess over a certain amount, 
of individuals, firms, copartnerships, or corporations, 
imposed by the act known generally as the income tax 
law. Such laws are now in force in seven states. 

Among the subordinate terms are: 

Base. — The kind of property, the classes of persons, 
the sorts of income or business, or any other measTjre 
of productive capacity, on which the tax is levied. 

Exemptions. — Items naturally or logically included 
in the base, but which for reasons of pubHc policy 
are treated as exceptions and arbitrarily excluded 
from the base. Items sometimes listed in the statutes 
as exempt, because the taxable value they represent 
is levied upon in some other way, are omitted. 

Assessment. — Includes two processes: (1) Listing or 
enrolling, and (2) appraising or valuing the items 
entering into the base. 

Equalization. — Raising or lowering the assessment 
or appraisal, by districts or by classes of property, in 
order to produce uniformity. 

Rate. — This is the measure of the tax, fixed by the 
taxing authority, falling on each unit of the base. 

Collection. — The process of gathering the revenues, 
which includes the time of payment, of delinquency, 
the penalties for nonpayment and delinquency, the 
lien of the taxing authority, and other matters relating 
to the enforcement of the levy. 
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ALABAMA. 



The principal sources of revenue in Alabama are: 
(1) General property taxes, (2) poll taxes, (3) franchise 
taxes on corporations, and (4) business taxes, licenses, 
and fees. 

The counties and incorporated cities and towns 
are the only subdivisions of the state with iadepend- 
ent powers of taxation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 211. All taxes levied on property in this state shall be as- 
sessed in exact proportion to the value of such property, but no tax 
shall be assessed upon any debt for rent or hire of real or personal 
property while owned by the landlord or hired during the current 
year of such rental or hire, if such real or personal property be 
assessed at its full value. 

Sec. 212. The power to levy taxes shall not be delegated to in- 
dividuals or private corporations or associations. 

Sec. 213. (Refers to public debt.) 

Sec 214. The legislature shall not have the power to levy in any 
one year a greater rate of taxation than sixty-five one-hundredths 
of 1 per cent on the value of the taxable property within this state. 

Sec 215. No county in this state shall be authorized to levy a 
greater rate of taxation in any one year on the value of taxable prop- 
erty therein than one-half of 1 per cent: Provided, That to pay debts 
existing on the 6th day of December, 1875, an additional rate of 
one-fourth of 1 per cent may be levied and collected, which shall be 
appropriated exclusively to the payment of such debts and the 
interest thereon: Provided, further, That to pay any debt or liability 
now existing against any county, incurred for the erection, construc- 
tion, or maintenance of the necessary public buildings or bridges, or 
that may hereafter be created for the erection of necessary public 
buildings, bridges, or roads, any county may levy and collect such 
special taxes, not to exceed one-fourth of 1 per cent, as may have 
been or may hereafter be authorized by law, which taxes so levied 
and collected shall be applied exclusively to the purposes for which 
the same were so levied and collected. 

Sec. 216. (This section limits the rate in cities, towns, villages, 
and other municipal corporations to one-half per cent for current 
purposes; 1 per cent for debts existing December 6, 1875; for the 
city of Mobile, three-fourths per cent for current purposes and three- 
fourths per cent for debts existing December 6, 1875; for cities of 
Birmingham, HuntsvUle, and Bessemer, and the town of Andalusia, 
one-half per cent for current purposes and one-half per cent for 

> This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

"The Code of Alabama, 1907, " approved July 27, 1907, prepared 
by James J. Mayfield, commissioner. Published by the Marshall 
& Bruce Company, Nashville, Tenn., 1907. 

The Constitution of Alabama, 1901. 

The Session Laws to 1911. 

The Revenue Code of the State of Alabama, 1908, published by 
the auditor: The Brown Printing Company, Montgomery, Ala., 
1908. This includes the amendments which became effective May 
1, 1908. 



debts existing at the time of adoption of this constitution; for the 
city of Montgomery, one-half per cent for general purposes and 
three-fourths per cent for debts, public schools, and public con- 
veniences; for Troy, Attalla, Gadsden, Woodlawn, Brewton, Pratt 
City, Ensley, Wylam, and Avondale, an additional tax not to exceed 
one-half per cent; for Decatur, New Decatur, and Cullman, an 
additional three-tenths per cent, to be applied, in Decatur, for 
public schools, public school buildings, and public improvements, 
and in New Decatur and Cullman exclusively for educational pur- 
poses, to be expended by the school trustees; but the additional tax 
in Troy and the cities named thereafter above must be sanctioned 
by majority vote at special election.) 

Sec. 217. The property of private corporations, associations, and 
individuals of this state shall forever be taxed at the same rate; pro- 
vided this section shall not apply to institutions devoted exclusively 
to religious, educational, or charitable purposes. 

Sec. 218. The legislature shall not have the power to require 
coimties or other municipal corporations to pay any charges which 
are now payable out of the state treasury. 

Sec 219. The legislature may levy a tax of not more than 2J per 
cent of the value of all estates, real and personal, money, pubUc and 
private securities of every kind in this state passing from any person 
who may die seized and possessed thereof, or any part of such estate, 
money, or securities, or interest therein transferred by the intestate 
laws of this state, or by will, deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, 
made or intended to take effect in possession after death of the 
grantor, devisor, or donor, to any person or persons, bodies politic 
or corporate, in trust or otherwise, other than to or for the use of the 
father, mother, husband, wife, brothers, sisters, children, or lineal 
descendants of the grantor, devisor, donor, or intestate. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec 221. The legislature shall not enact any law which will per- 
mit any person, firm, corporation, or association to pay a privilege, 
license, or other tax to the state of Alabama and relieve him or it 
from the payment of all other privilege and license taxes in the 
state. 

Sec 229. * * * The legislature shall, by general law, provide 
for the payment to the state of Alabama of a franchise tax by corpora- 
tions organized under the laws of this state, which shall be in propor- 
tion to the amount of capital stock; but strictly benevolent, educa- 
tional, or religious corporations shall not be required to pay such a 
tax. * * * 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Sec 259. All poll taxes collected in this state shall be applied to 
the support of the public schools in the respective counties where 
collected. 

Sec 260. The income arising from the sixteenth section trust 
fund, the surplus revenue fund, until it is called for by the United 
States Government, and the funds enumerated in sections 257 (this 
section makes the principle derived from the sale of certain lands a 
trust fund) and 258 (this section appropriates donations and escheats 
to the school funds) of this constitution, together with a special 
annual tax of 30 cents on each $100 of taxable property in this state, 
which the legislature shall levy, shall be applied to the support and 

(11) 
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maintenance of the public schools, and it shall be the duty of the 
legislature to increase the public school fund from time to time as 
the necessity therefor and the condition of the treasury and the re- 
sources of the state may justify: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to authorize the legislature to levy in 
any one year a greater rate of state taxation for all purposes, includ- 
ing schools, than 65 cents on each $100 worth of taxable property: 
And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the legislature from first providing for the payment of the bonded 
indebtedness of the state and interest thereon out of all the revenues 
of the state. 

Sec. 269. The several counties in this state shall have power to 
levy and collect a special tax not exceeding 10 cents on each $100 
of taxable property in such counties for the support of public schools : 
Provided, That the rate of such tax, the time it is to continue, and 
the purpose thereof, shall have been first submitted to a vote of the 
qualified electors of the county, and voted for by three-fifths of those 
voting at such election; but the rate of such special tax shall not 
increase the rate of taxation, state and county combined, in any one 
year, to more than $1.25 on each $100 of taxable property, exclud- 
ing, however, all special county taxes for public buildings, roads, 
bridges, and the payment of debts existing at the time of the ratifi- 
cation of the constitution of 1875. * * * 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 91. The legislature shall not tax the property, real or per- 
sonal, of the state, counties, or other mimicipal corporations, or ceme- 
teries; nor lots in incorporated cities or towns, or within 1 mile of 
any city or town to the extent of 1 acre, nor lots 1 mile or more dis- 
tant from such cities or towns to the extent of 5 acres, with the build- 
ings thereon, when same are used exclusively for religious worship, 
for schools, or for purposes purely charitable. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 194. The poll tax mentioned in this article (in section 178, 
which makes the payment of the poll tax prerequisite to the exer- 
cise of the electoral franchise) shall be $1.50 upon each male inhab- 
itant of the state over the age of 21 years and under the age of 45 
years, who would not now be exempt by law, but the legislature is 
authorized to increase the maximum age fixed in this section to 
not more than 60 years. Such poll tax shall become due and paya- 
ble on the 1st day of October in each year, and become delinquent 
on the 1st day of the next succeeding February, but no legal process 
nor any fee or commission shall be allowed for the collection thereof. 
The tax collector shall make returns of poll tax collections separate 
from other collections. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county tax assessors, one in each county, elected for a 
term of four years. 

The tax assessor is entitled to receive out of the first moneys col- 
lected for the state the following commissions on state taxes: In 
counties where the state taxes assessed do not exceed $12,000 the 
rate of commission shall be 8 per cent on the first $1,000, 4 per cent 
on the second $1,000, and 2 per cent on the remainder; in counties 
where the state taxes assessed exceed $12,000, the commissions 
shall be the same up to $12,000, IJ per cent up to $60,000, and 1 
per cent on the remainder. He receives the same commissions on 
county taxes. He gets 5 per cent on back taxes. The tax asses- 
sor also receives a fee of 50 cents for making the demand on the 
taxpayer for his list of assessment, to be charged to the taxpayer 
and collected with the taxes, and a fee of 25 cents for the issu- 
ance and service of each notice to a taxpayer of an increase in 
his property valuation by the court of county commissioners. 



to be charged against the taxpayer if the increase is made final, 
otherwise canceled. 

(2) The judge of probate in each county, elected for six years, who 
makes abstracts for the state auditor and for the collector. 

(3) A county tax commissioner, one in each county, appointed 
by the state tax commission for a term of four years. This officer takes 
the place of the one formerly known as the " back-tax commis- 
sioner. " He exercises the functions of the former commissioner and 
is compensated by a fee of 10 per cent on all escaped, delinquent, 
and back taxes, except poll, recovered by him. The fee is added to 
the tax and paid by the taxpayer. In counties having no county 
tax commissioner, license taxes are collected by the sheriff. 

(4) The court of county commissioners, consisting of four mem- 
bers elected for four years, and the judge of probate, constitute a board 
of review. 

(5) The county tax collector, elected for four years, who receives 
the same commissions as assessors, except on special taxes, on which 
he receives only 2 per cent. 

(6) The state auditor, elected for four years. 

(7) The state board of assessors for railroad, telegraph, and tele- 
phone companies, composed of the governor, the secretary of state, 
the auditor, and the treasurer, together with the attorney general, 
who acts as adviser and decides any tie vote. 

(8) The state tax commission, composed of three commissioners, 
appointed by the govemorfor four years. The commissioners are paid 
an annual salary out of the state treasury. This body has general 
supervisory powers over the entire revenue system and over all 
officials concerned with taxation. It can revalue and reassess 
property. Its findings are conclusive on all tax officials and are 
binding imless changed by a court of competent jurisdiction. It 
also makes recommendations as to the reform and revision of the 
revenue system. 

State Revenues. 

a. general peopebtt taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^All tangible 
real and personal property and all intangible property 
of companies operating a pubhc utihty are subject to 
the general property tax. 

For purposes of ad valorem taxation, the gross amount 
of sales at auction; the gross amount of commissions of 
any factor, broker and commission merchant; the gross 
receipts of aU grain elevators, wharves, and stock- 
yards; and the gross income of all gas works, water- 
works, electric light companies, street railways, toll 
bridges, and ferries, all canals, ditches, channels, 
passes, tramroads and pole roads, are treated as 
prope;rty. 

(1) "Real property" is held to mean not only land, city, town, 
and village lots, but also all things thereunto pertaining, and all 
structures and other things so annexed or attached thereto as to pass 
to a vendee by the conveyance of the land or lot. 

(2) "Personal property" is held to include all things, other than 
real property, which have any pecuniary value, and moneys, 
credits, and investments in any bonds, stocks, joint-stock compa- 
nies, or otherwise. Credits include mortgages. 

(3) Exempt from taxation, besides public property, are state, 
county, and municipal bonds; cemeteries; lots and buildings used 
for religious worship, educational, or purely charitable purposes; 
all school furniture and personal property used exclusively for 
school purposes; all property, real or personal, of public agricul- 
tural associations, or associations for the education of miaisterial 
students; Tennessee Valley Fair Association; State Fair and 
Exhibit Association, and all property of state or county fair 
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associations; property of literary and scientific institutions; libra- 
ries of ministers of the gospel; all libraries not professional, and re- 
ligious books kept for sale by ministers of the gospel and colporteurs; 
deaf-mutes, insane and blind persons, and their property to the ex- 
tent of $1,000; all family portraits; household furniture to $150; 
lyoke of oxen;lcart or wagon; 2cowsand calves; 20 head of hogs; 10 
head of sheep; all poultry; all cotton and agricultural crops grown in 
the preceding year, and all manufactured articles remaining in the 
hands of producer or manufacturer; provisions and seed; all wear- 
ing apparel; all looms and spinning wheels kept for use of family; 
$25 worth of farming tools or mechanic's tools; 1 sewing machine to 
each family, when taxable property does not exceed $250; all money 
on deposit in banks. 

Property used in the manufactme of calcium cyanide is exempt 
for 10 years after beginning construction of such plant. Pig iron is 
exempt for 12 months from time of production. 

All property used and devoted exclusively to the manufacture of 
patented devices for the protection of human life, is exempt for a 
period of 10 years from 1907. The patented rights and stock of such 
corporations are also exempt for said period. 

To encourage cotton and woolen factories, it was enacted in 1893 
that the county or city authorities might grant them exemption for 
five years; in 1901 shipbuilding plants were given the same bounty, 
and it was further provided that cotton factories established since 
1897 investing $50,000 therein prior to 1907 should be exempt 
from all taxes for 10 years, and shipbuilding plants investing 
$500,000 within five years from 1901 were also exempted from all 
taxes for 10 years. 

To encourage the development of the unused water powers of the 
state, all property, business, and franchises necessary for the produc- 
tion and distribution of hydroelectric power is exempt for 10 years 
after the beginning of the construction of any such plant. 

h. Assessment. — ^There is but one assessment list for 
state and county purposes. The assessment is based 
upon the actual cash value of the property assessed 
and is made by the county assessor on the basis of 
sworn statements furnished by the taxpayers. The 
assessment of all property is made annually and refers 
to the 1st day of October; it is made up between that 
date and the 1st of February with a "supplementary" 
assessment up to the first Monday in May. Property 
brought into the state after the 1st of October, unless 
bought with money already assessed, is taxable. 
Property is to be valued at its actual cash value. When 
possible, the assessor is to interrogate the taxpayer 
personally. The penalty for failure to make a return 
to the assessor is, in the case of private persons, 10 per 
cent added to the assessment made by the assessor; 
in the case of railroad, telegraph, and long-distance 
telephone companies, and corporations whose gross 
receipts are taxable as property, the penalty is 50 per 
cent increase. Besides entering the valuation, the 
assessor is required to enter separately in the assess- 
ment book the amount of state, county, and special 
taxes on the aggregate of real and personal property. 
The assessor txu-ns over the assessment book to the 
judge of probate, who makes the abstract for the 
state auditor and the county collector. If the as- 
sessor discovers property that has escaped taxation in 
any assessment within five years previous, he assesses 
the back taxes against that property and for this 
receives a special commission. No assessment shall be 



changed to a greater or less amoimt for the succeeding 
year, unless there shall be a change in the condition of 
improvements on the property. 

Other provisions in regard to assessment are : 

In valuing real estate the location, whether vacant or lying idle 
or occupied and in use, and, if occupied and in use, the rent derived 
therefrom, is to be taken into consideration. 

Railroad, telegraph, and long-distance telephone companies are 
assessed on all property, not strictly localized, by the state board of 
aaseasors, and the assessment so made is apportioned to each county 
on the basis of mileage in such county. 

The valuation of railroad property not local in character made by 
the state board of assessors is based ' 'exclusively upon the considera- 
tion of what a clear fee-simple title thereto would sell for under the 
conditions under which that character of property is usually sold." 

The value of the franchise or intangible property of railroad, 
street railroad, and car companies, telegraph and telephone com- 
panies, gas, electric light, heat, and power companies, wharf, canal, 
station, or terminal companies, and other companies operating a 
public utility is computed from annual statements filed with the 
state tax commission which form the basis of the assessment. From 
the true cash value of the company's entire property, ascertained 
by taking the aggregate market or true value of all its shares of 
stock and adding thereto the market or true value of its entire 
indebtedness secured by any mortgage, lien, or other charge upon 
its property, there is deducted the assessed value of the entire 
tangible, real and personal, property of such company, and the 
remainder of the true value is fixed by the state tax commission 
as the true value for taxation of the franchises or intangible 
property owned by such company. 

The individual shareholders of any corporation paying ad valorem 
taxes are not required to list its shares for taxation or to pay ad valo- 
rem taxes on such shares. 

Whenever associations, etc., having no capital stock, engage in 
business in the state, the capital and property are treated as capital 
stock, and subject to taxation. 

Shares of stock in corporations, other than railroad, telegraph, 
long-distance telephone, express and sleeping car companies, build- 
ing and loan associations, and banks, are assessed at market value, 
and, if the aggregate value of the shares exceeds the aggregate value 
of the real and personal property of the corporation assessed, are 
liable to taxation on such excess. The corporation pays for the 
stockholder^ the tax on such excess. 

Shares of stock in banks are assessed to the stockholders at a fair 
and reasonable cash value, less the assessed value of real estate 
taxed to the bank. The bank pays the taxes for the stockholders. 
Any unincorporated bank shall be assessed at a fair and reasonable 
cash value. 

c. Equalization. — There is no equahzation, strictly 
interpreted, of any part of the assessment in Alabama, 
but the court of county commissioners sits as a board 
of review and hears and adjudicates aU objections to 
the assessment, treating them as regular cases on the 
doctet to be tried in the name of the state of Alabama 
as plaintiff and the taxpayer as defendant. An appeal 
from its decision may be taken to the circuit court. 
There is no state board of equahzation and no equal- 
ization, so called, between counties. But the super- 
vision of assessments by the tax commission is intended 
to produce equahty. 
2. Rate— 

The constitution of 1875 limited the rate which 
might be levied for state purposes to 75 cents on each 
$100 of assessed valuation; that of 1901 reduced the 
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rate to 65 cents. The annual rate is not determined 
by apportionment, but the code (subject to amendment 
at each session) fixes the rate in round numbers, and 
the amount so raised is apportioned for the various 
purposes. 

In 1912 the total rate of 65 cents was divided as follows: 30 cents 
for schools, 10 cents for the relief of needy Confederate soldiers 
and sailors, and 25 cents for general purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county tax collector, who 
is paid for his services by commissions out of the taxes 
collected, similar to those allowed the assessor, and is 
allowed small fees, paid by the taxpayer, for collecting 
delinquent taxes. Taxes are due and payable after 
the 1st of October and become delinquent on the 1st 
day of January. The collector attends in each elec- 
tion precinct twice each year and makes appointments 
for the payment of taxes. Except for the collectors' 
fees, costs, and interest there are no penalties for 
delinquency. Delinquent taxes may be collected by 
seizure and sale of personal property, by garnishment, 
or by sale of lands under action by the court of county 
commissioners . 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The state poll tax (see sec. 194 of Art. VIII of the 
Constitution), less expenses of levy and collection, is 
paid into the state treasury and by it disbursed to the 
county to be expended for the schools within the 
county of its collection. 

1. Base — 

Every male inhabitant from 21 to 45 years of age 
not exempt by law. Those exempt are: Township 
trustees (in charge of schools), all members of Alabama 
National Guard, and aU persons permanently disabled 
whose taxable property does not exceed $500, deaf- 
mutes, insane, and blind. 

2. Rate — 

Fixed by the constitution at $1.50 per annum. 

3. Collection — 

Collected by county tax collectors under supervision 
of state auditor. 

4. Apportionment — 

Apportioned by the state superintendent of educa- 
tion. Each county is entitled to aU the poll taxes col- 
lected within its bounds, and each township or school 
district and each race therein to the amount collected 
therefrom. 

C. THE INHEBITANCE TAX. 

There is, at present, no inheritance tax in Alabama, 
but the constitution of 1901 provides that the legisla- 
ture may levy such a tax. (Art. XI, sec. 219.) 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Corporations without exception are covered, as are 
private individuals, by the general property tax, by 
the license taxes, or by both, while certain of them 



are also subject to special privilege taxes. The con- 
stitution of 1901 (Art. XII, sees. 229 and 232) pro- 
vides that the legislature shall by general law provide 
for the payment of a franchise tax. 

Domestic corporations whose paid-up capital stock does not exceed 
$50,000, pay an annual franchise tax of $1 per thousand on its paid-up 
capital stock; if the capital stock exceeds $50,000 and does not 
exceed $1,000,000, $1 per thousand on the first $50,000, and 50 cents 
for each thousand of the remainder; if it exceeds $1,000,000 and 
does not exceed $5,000,000, $1 per thousand on the first $50,000, 50 
cents per thousand for the next $950,000, and 25 cents per thousand 
on the remainder; if it exceeds $5,000,000, $1 per thousand on the 
first $50,000, 50 cents per thousand on tha next $950,000, 25 cents 
per thousand on the next $4,000,000, and 10 cents per thousand on 
the remainder. 

Foreign corporations authorized to do business in the state pay 
on their actual amount of capital an annual franchise tax equal to 
that paid by domestic corporations on their paid-up capital stock. 

In addition to this tax, foreign corporations pay to the county an 
amount equal to one-half the amount paid to the state. The amount 
of franchise tax to be paid by any foreign corporation is ascertained 
by deducting from the capital of such corporation the aggregate 
amount of loans secured by mortgages on real estate. 

The following privilege or license taxes on corpora- 
tions are notable and diflferent in character from the 
other licenses : 

Insurance companies, except fraternal, pay the following amounts 
to the insurance commissioner on gross premiums received, less the 
premiums returned by cancellation: Foreign fire, $1.50 on the $100 
of gross premiums; other foreign companies pay $2 on the $100 of 
gross premiums; domestic insurance companies pay $1 on each 
$100 of gross premiums, less said return premiums; any such domes- 
tic company paying a tax on its property or shares may deduct the 
same from this tax. Fraternal organizations pay an annual license 
tax of $50, but all funds of such society are exempt from all taxes 
other than taxes on real estate and ofiice equipment. 

Fire insurance companies pay to the insurance commissioner 
annually, in addition to other taxes, one-fifth of 1 per cent on gross 
premium receipts, less return premiums, for the purpose of defray- 
ing expense of investigation, etc., of fires. Any balance may be 
transferred to the general state fund. 

Express companies doing business between points wholly within 
the state pay a license or privilege tax of $4,000 per annum, but if 
such company operates on less than 50 miles of railroad it pays $250; 
from 50 to 200 miles, $1,000; and from 200 to 500 miles, $2,000. 

Sleeping car companies pay an annual privilege tax of $5,500, 
which is in satisfaction of all other taxes, except a municipal tax 
which shall not exceed $10. 

Telegraph and telephone companies, in addition to the general 
property tax, pay an annual privilege tax; companies whose lines 
in the state do not exceed 150 miles pay $1 per mile; over 150 miles, 
$500, together with $1 for each additional mile. Long-distance tele- 
phone companies whose lines do not exceed 200 miles within the 
state pay, in addition to property taxes, 50 cents per mile; over 200 
miles, $250. 

On the gross income of freight liue and equipment companies a 
tax of 3 per cent is levied. 

Building and loan associations, domestic or foreign, pay a privi- 
lege tax of $1 on each $1,000 of paid-up capital stock up to $100,000 
and 50 cents on each $1,000 over $100,000, and also taxes on office 
furniture and real estate, but are not required to pay taxes on mort- 
gages on real estate. 

Railroad companies operating lines within the state pay as a rail- 
road license tax such percentage of their gross earni n gs accruing 
from business within the state as may be necessary to pay the ex- 
penses of the state railroad conmiission. 
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Mutual cooperative societies or asaociations for farming and truck- 
ing purposes are exempt from all corporation taxation and licenses. 

The courts of county commissioners or other courts of like juris- 
diction may levy for county purposes license and franchise taxes 
not to exceed 50 per cent of such taxes levied for state purposes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, 'AND FEES. 

For state pm-poses a large number of licenses are 
levied. 

Confederate soldiers of Alabama are exempt from 
licenses, state, county, and municipal, for peddling 
and himting. 

The licenses are as follows ; and, except where noted, 
the amount given is the charge for the license for one 
year: 

Abstract companies, in towns or cities of 20,000 or more, $30; in 
towns or cities of 10,000 to 20,000, $20; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; less 
than 5,000, $5. Architect actuaries, $5. Auctioneers, towns or 
cities of 20,000 or over, $50; 8,000 to 20,000, $30; 5,000 to 8,000, $20; 
1,000 to 5,000, $5; transient auctioneers, $50. Automobiles for hire, 
$25. Automobiles for private use, each car having less than 20 
horsepower, $7.50; from 20 to 30 horsepower, $12.50; from 30 to 40 
horsepower, $17.50; 40 horsepower or mora, $20. Automobiles pro- 
pelled by steam, $15; by electricity, $12. 50. Automobile dealers, 
$100. Bagatelle or Jenny Lind table, $50. Baseball park in or 
within 5 miles of towns of 10,000 or less, $10; 10,000 to 25,000, $25; 
25,000 to 50,000, $50; 50,000 or more, $100; and, if played on Sun- 
day, the amounts are doubled. Bicycles for rent in cities over 
20,000, $15; 10,000 to 20,000, $10; less than 10,000, $5. Billiard 
table in connection with a saloon, $50. Billiard table not in con- 
nection with a saloon, $25. Billposters in cities and towns of 
20,000 or more, $25; 10,000 to 20,000, $15; less than 10,000, $5. 
Bond makers, $50. Book agents, except those selling religious pub- 
lications, and Federal or Confederate soldiers of the Civil War, or 
indigent or disabled persons selling only in county of residence, $10 
in each county. Bottlers of soft drinks not containing caffeine, in 
or within 5 mUes of towns of 5,000 or less, $25; from 5,000 to 20,000, 
$50; more than 20,000, $100. If drinks contain caffeine, double the 
above amounts. Bowling alleys, $25 each. Brewers and agencies 
of brewers, $1,500. Brokers or commission merchants in towns or 
cities of less than 2,500, $5; 2,500 to 5,000, $10; 5,000 to 10,000, $15; 
10,000 to 25,000, $25; 25,000 or more, $50. Cards, dealers in, $5. 
Chauffeurs, $5. Cider dealers, retail license of $20 renewed for 
$2.50 for state and $10 for county. Cigarette dealers outside incor- 
porated cities or villages, $5; in cities of 5,000 or less, $10; 5,000 to 
10,000, $15; 10,000 to 20,000, $25; in all other places, $35. Cigar 
and tobacco dealers in towns of 20,000 or more, $10; less than 
20,000, $5. Circuses in or within 5 miles of towns or cities of 5,000 
or more, for each day, $150; in other places, $100; pony and dog 
shows in towns or cities of 10,000 or more, per day, $35; in other 
places, per day, $25; side shows, per day, $10; flying jennies, $10. 
Circus parades in towns or cities of more than 100,000, $50; from 
50,000 to 100,000, $35; 25,000 to 50,000, $25; in all other places, 
$15. Civil engineers, $5. Coke or coal dealers in towns or cities of 
20,000 or more, $20; 5,000 to 20,000, $10; 5,000 or less, $5. Cold 
storage, $10. Collecting agencies in cities of 20,000 or more, $100; 
less than 20,000, $25. Commercial or mercantile agencies, $300. 
Cormnissaries, when the number of employees is less than 50, $30; 
from 50 to 100, $50; more than 100, $100. Compounders and rec- 
tifiers, $2,500. Concerts or exhibitions, not wholly for charitable, 
school, or religious purposes, $10, and if continuous, $5 per day, $15 
per week, or $30 per month. Construction companies, $10 in each 
county. Corporations doing business in Alabama not specifically re- 
quired to pay some other license whose paid-up capital stock is 
under $10,000 pay $10; $10,000 to $25,000, $15; $25,000 to $50,000, 
$25; $50,000 to $100,000, $50; $100,000 to $200,000, $75; $200,000 to 



$300,000, $125; $300,000 to $400,000, $170; $400,000 to $500,000, $200; 
$500,000 to $1,000,000, $300; $1,000,000 or more, $500. Banks are 
exempt. Cotton buyers, $10 in each county. Cotton compresses, 
compressing not more than 50,000 bales, $50; compressing more 
than 50,000 bales, $100. Cotton mills, factories, or cottonseed-oil 
mills, where investment for plant and fixtures is less than $20,000, 
$10; $20,000 to $50,000, $30; $50,000 to $100,000, $50; $100,000 to 
$500,000, $100; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $150; over $1,000,000, $200. 
Dentists, $5. Detective agencies, ^$50. Devices, such as throw- 
ing at figures, cane racks, knife racks, strength and lung testers, 
etc., $25 in each county. Dice and dice boxes and dominoes in 
connection with saloon, $50. Dispensaries in towns and cities of 
less than 500, $250; 500 to 1,000, $500; more than 1,000, $500 and 
$250 additional for each 1,000 or majority fraction in excess of 
1,000. Distillers, $1,500. Dummy railroads, in counties of 40,000 
or over, $50; 30,000 to 40,000, $40; less than 30,000, $10. Electric 
light and power, gas, waterworks, and street railroad companies 
in cities or towns of 20,000 or more, $200; 10,000 to 20,000, $50; 
5,000 to 10,000, $25; less than 5,000, $15. Electrical engineers, $5. 
Emigrant agents, $500. Entertainments providing dancing for 
admission fee, $5. Express companies (see Corporation taxes). 
Feather renovators, $100. Fertilizer factories, $200. Fire, bank- 
rupt, and insolvent sales, $100. Fireworks, in cities of 25,000 or 
more, $100; 10,000 to 25,000, $50; 5,000 to 10,000, $25; in all other 
places, $10. Flying jennies, hobbyhorses, or merry-go-rounds in 
cities and towns of 20,000 or within 1 mile, for each week $5, for 
each month $10, for each year $30; 2,000 to 20,000, $2.50 per week, 
$5 per month, $20 per annum; in other places, $1 per week, $2 
per month, and $10 per year. Fortime tellers, $5. Fruit stands 
in cities and towns over 10,000, $5; in other places, $2.50. Deal- 
ers in futures, including bucket shops, in towns and cities of 
20,000 or more, $5,000; 10,000 to 20,000, $4,000; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$2,500; 2,500 to 5,000, $2,000; 2,500 or less, $1,000. Garages, $100 
for each. Gypsies and traders, $25 for each company. Horse 
dealers, $20 in each county. Ice factories, daily capacity 10 tons, 
$15; 10 to 15 tons, $25; over 15 tons, $50. Insurance companies 
doing a banking business, $50. Itinerant traders, $50. Junk deal- 
ers in cities and towns of over 50,000, $100; from 10,000 to 50,000, 
$50; 3,000 to 10,000, $25; less than 3,000, $5. Laundries (other than 
those run by hand), $10. Laundries in towns and villages of less 
than 1,000, exempt. Lawyers, $5. Legerdemain or sleight of 
hand, $10. Lightning rod agents, $50 in each county and $25 for 
each team. Liquor dealers (spirituous, vinous, or malt) at retail, 
$1,500, except in cities of 75,000 or more, $3,000, and in towns of 
less than 1,000, $900. Wholesale dealers in such liquors, $1,500. 
Slot machines, $10; "Penny Arcades" and other places where there 
are several machines, $100 to the state and $50 to the county in 
towns of over 20,000; in other places, $50 to the state and $25 to the 
county. Mechanical engineers, $5. Menageries and museums, $25. 
Merchandise brokers, cities of 25,000 or more, $25; 10,000 to 25,000, 
$15; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; 2,500 to 5,000, $5; less than 2,500, $2.50. 
Money lenders, $100; banks exempt. Motorcycles or like vehicles, 
$3. Manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles may, instead of 
registering each machine, make a verified application to the secre- 
tary of state for a general distinctive number for all such vehicles, 
and same will be granted upon payment of license fee equal to 
the average horsepower of all machines owned by such manu- 
facturer or dealer on the basis of $1 for each horsepower up to 20, 
and 50 cents for each horsepower in excess thereof. Mutual com- 
panies having no capital stock, $25. News companies, $100 in lieu 
of all state and county licenses. Oils, illuminating, lubricating, or 
fuel at wholesale, one-half of 1 per cent of gross sales. Oil tanks for 
storing, or from which oil is sold or delivered and of more than 100 
gallons capacity, $2.50; in all other places, on each tank of more 
than 100 gallons capacity, $5. Cottonseed-oil mill tanks for own 
use, exempt. Opticians, $5. Osteopaths, $5. Patent rights, $5 
in each county. Pawnbrokers, $150 with $50 extra if pistols are 
sold. Peddlers of medicines, $100 for each county, one-half for the 
county; spectacles or eyeglasses, $5 for each county; peddlers of 



16 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— ALABAMA. 



medicine, with vocal or instrumental muBic, or both, $100 in each 
county; in wagon drawn by one horse or other animal, $15; two or 
more horses, $35; on a horse or other animal, $15; on foot, $10; when 
accompanied by singers or performers on musical instruments, 
$100. Exempt are: Peddlers of tinware only; wooden, stone or 
clay hoUowware only; tanners, disabled persons, peddlers of fish, 
oysters, game, fresh meats, poultry, fruit, and all farm products 
raised by the seller. Peddlers of clocks, $500, and $250 in each 
county. Peddlers of drugs, $250. Photographers in railroad cars, 
$25; traveling in any other way, $5. Physicians, $5. Piano and 
organ dealers, $100 in each county; having permanent place of 
business, $100 to state. Pictures or picture frames, $25 in each 
county. Pig-iron storage companies, $50. Dealers in pistols, 
rifles, cartridges, noiseless guns, bowie or dirk knives, or brass 
knuckles, $100. Plumbers or gas fitters in towns of 10,000 or more, 
$25; in other places, $10. Pool tables for pin pool, $100; other pool 
tables and in connection with saloon, $25; not in connection with 
saloon, $25. Public accountants, $5. Public halls in towns of 
5,000 or more, $25; 2,000 to 5,000, $15; 2,000 or less, $10. Racetracks 
at or within 5 miles of towns of 5,000 or less, $100; more than 5,000, 
$200. Railroad ticket brokers, except agents of a railroad, in cities 
and towns of 10,000 or more, $100; less than 10,000, $50. Real 
estate brokers or agents in cities or towns of 10,000 or more, $15; 
5,000 to 10,000, $10; less than 5,000, $5. Restaurants in towns and 
cities of more than 50,000, $20; 20,000 to 50,000, $10; all other 
places, $5. Sewing-machine agents, $50 in each county, and $25 
for each team. Shooting galleries, $15. Skating rink, $25. Social 
clubs selling liquor only to members, $300. Soda fountains, $5. 
Stock and bond dealers, $35. Stove and range agents, $50 in 
each county and $25 for each team. Supply cars, $100. Tele- 
phone companies, in cities and towns of 20,000 or more, $50; 
10,000 to 20,000, $25; 1,000 to 10,000, $10; in all other places, $5. 
Private Unes between residences, exempt. Theaters or moving- 
picture shows in cities and towns of more than 20,000, $150; 7,000 
to 20,000, $50; 3,000 to 7,000, $25; 3,000 or less, $20; open-air the- 
aters, $50. Toll bridges or ferries within 2 miles of town or city 
of 2,000, when income is more than $300 and less than $600, $5; 
same when income does not exceed $1,200, $25; in or within 2 
miles of town or city of 2,000 to 5,000, $50; 5,000 or more, $75. 
Persons, etc., issuing trading stamps to merchants, when amount 
of stamps sold does not exceed $5,000 per annum, state license or 
privilege, $1,000, county, $500; from $5,000 to $10,000, state $2,000, 
covmty, $1,000; exceeding $10,000, state $5,000, county $3,000. 
Veterinary surgeons, $5. Wagons and buggies, $50 for each county 
and $10 for each team. Warehouses or elevators for the storage of 
cotton, storing not more than 10,000 bales a year, $25; 10,000 to 
20,000, $50; 20,000 to 30,000, $75; more than 30,000 bales, $100. 
Witness and jury certificates, dealing in claims against the state, $10. 
A license must be obtained from the Alabama Oyster Commission 
to catch oysters and other sea-food products from public waters for 
commercial purposes; on a vessel of less than 1 ton burden, $1; 
from 1 to 5 tons, $2.50; 5 to 10 tons, $5; 10 to 20 tons, $10; 20 tons or 
more, $15. A fee of 50 cents is paid for the issuance of such licenses. 
License tag or sign for vessels over 1 ton, $1; less than 1 ton capacity, 
50 cents. Canning factories pay an annual privilege tax of $100 for 
each steam box; retail dealers in sea-food products, $5; wholesale 
dealers in same, $10; a fee of 50 cents is collected for issuing license. 
There is a further tax of 3 cents per barrel upon all oysters, 25 cents 
per barrel on all shrimp, and 5 cents on each' terrapin or turtle 
packed or caught in the state for commercial purposes. Minimum 
rental of bottom 50 cents per acre per annum; maximum, $5. The 
funds, except the 50 cents for Ucense fee, which is retabied by the 
secretary of the commission, are paid over to the credit of the 
Alabama Oyster Commission and deposited in Mobile. Dealers in 
commercial fertilizers pay $1 per annum. All fertilizers sold in 
packages of 200 poimds or less must bear state tax tag, for which a 
payment of 3 cents is collected; 100 pounds or less, IJ cents. 



The foregoing state license taxes are collected by the 
county tax commissioners, and in any coimty where 
there is no comity tax commissioner such taxes are col- 
lected by the sheriff. All liquor licenses are paid to the 
judge of probate. For issuing such license he receives 
a fee of 50 cents and for disbursrag the license tax 1 
per cent upon all amounts so received. Receipts from 
liquor licenses are distributed by the probate judge as 
follows: In cities of under 75,000 inhabitants, 20 per 
cent to the state treasurer, 40 per cent to the treas- 
urer of city or town in which license is issued, and 40 
per cent to the county treasurer; in all other cities, 
65 per cent to the city treasurer, 25 per cent to 
the county treasurer, and 10 per cent to the state 
treasurer. 

Upon all instruments in the nature of a mortgage the following 
privilege taxes are to be paid: If to secure an indebtedness not 
exceeding $100, 15 cents; if more than $100, 15 cents for each $100 
or portion thereof. Bonds for title, and aU deeds, where part of 
the purchase money remains unpaid, are subject to the same tax. 

Corporations, before a commission shall issue, pay the judge of 
probate, in the county where their chief place of business is, for 
the benefit of the state, the following fees: 

Before the filing of a certificate of incorporation by the probate 
judge of the county in which the principal business of the proposed 
corporation is to be established, the incorporators are required to 
pay $1 for every $1,000 of the proposed capital stock, but in no case 
less than $5. Also small fees for filing papers, making copies 
thereof, etc. The same fees are charged foreign corporations. 
Insurance companies of every sort pay the insurance commissioner 
the following fees: For filing charter, $100; for each annual state- 
ment, $100; agents' certificates and renewals, $2.50; seal of office, 
$1; copies of papers, 10 cents per 100 words. 

Pharmacists. — Examination, $5; assistant pharmacist, $3; renewal 
of license, $1; life certificate, $10; permit to an assistant pharmacist 
to conduct a drug store in a town of not more than 800 inhabitants, 
$1, and $1 for renewal. Physician.^ — Examination, $10. Mine 
foreman. — Examination fee, $5; fire boss certificate, $3; renewal 
certificate, $1; amount payable to board of examiners. 

Dentist. — Examination, $10. 

Admission to bar. — Examination, $10. 

Commissioner of agriculture and industries is paid a fee of 20 
cents per ton for each ton of commercial feeding stuff sold. 

Examination of banks by state official. — Capital of less than 
$15,000, $5; $15,000 to $25,000, $7.50; $25,000 to $50,000, $10; 
$50,000 to $100,000, $12.50; $100,000 to $150,000, $15; $150,000 to 
$250,000, $17.50; $250,000 to $350,000, $20; $350,000 or over, $25. 

Fees to be paid by banks to defray expense of banking depart- 
ment; where capital, surplus, and undivided profit is $25,000 or 
less, $15; $25,000 to $50,000, $25; §50,000 to $75,000, $35; $75,000 to 
$100,000, $45; $100,000 to $125,000, $55; $125,000 to $150,000, $65; 
$150,000 to $175,000, $75; $175,000 to $200,000, $85; $200,000 to 
$225,000, $95; $225,000 to $250,000, $105; $250,000 to $500,000, $150; 
in excess of $500,000, $200. Banks having branches pay a total of 
not less than $15 for each office or branch; no other assessment or 
license of any kind shall be levied against or collected from any 
bank, except the ordinary taxes assessed against property in general, 
except that municipalities may levy a license in proportion to the 
capital, etc., as follows: $25,000 or less, $10; $25,000 to $50,000, $20; 
$50,000 to $75,000, $30; $75,000 to $100,000, $50; $125,000 to $150,000, 
$60; $150,000 to $175,000, $70; $175,000 to $200,000, $80; $200,000 
to $225,000, $90; $225,000 to $250,000, $100; $250,000 to $500,000, 
$150; in excess of $500,000, $200; and on each branch bank, $10. 
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F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Alabama. 

G. DISPENSARY PROFITS. 

In cities of less than 75,000 inhabitants the profits 
of dispensaries are apportioned as follows: To the 
city or town, 45 per cent; to the county, 45 per cent; 
and to the state, 10 per cent; the city or town is first 
reimbursed for amount invested in dispensary with 
6 per cent interest. In cities of 75,000 inhabitants 
or over the apportionment corresponds to that for 
distribution of returns from liquor Hcenses. Dispen- 
saries pay no license or privilege tax. The money 
paid to a city or town may be used at discretion of 
the legislative body thereof; money paid to the county 
treasurer is to be expended in maintenance and sup- 
port of the pubUc schools of the county, and in the 
improvement and maintenance of pubhc roads of said 
comity, except that 10 per cent of said sum is to be 
used by the court of county commissioners in paying 
pensions to Confederate veterans of said county. 

County Re venues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county as 
for state purposes. 

2. RaU — 

The rate is fixed by the court of county commis- 
sioners and a special rate may be levied for erecting or 
repairing county buildings and for improving and 
maintaining pubhc roads, the latter not to exceed one- 
fourth of 1 per cent. 

Various counties have special taxes assessed for road 
and bridge purposes. Some counties have wheel taxes. 

3. Collection — 

Made by county collector at the same time and in the 
same manner as state taxes. 

The tax assessor of each county is entitled to receive from the 
tax collector, out of the first moneys collected, for each town or 
city of over 100,000 inhabitants the following amounts: Four-tenths 
of 1 per cent for the city tax years ending September 30, 1912, and 
September 30, 1913, and thereafter two-tenths of 1 per cent. 

The tax collector of each county is entitled to a commission on 
tax collection in cities of over 100,000 population as follows: For 
city tax, year of September 30, 1912, three-tenths of 1 per cent of 
amount collected for each such city, and thereafter two-tenths of 
1 per cent. 

Judges of probate of respective counties receive a commission 
at the rate of 2J per cent on money received by them for each city 
of over 100,000 inhabitants on redemption for tax sales. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Able-bodied adult males may be required to work 
on the roads as may be necessary, anywhere within 6 
42649°— 14 2 



miles of their residence, but not to exceed 10 days 
per annum; or, in default of labor, to pay not less 
than $1 nor more than $3 per day of required service. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Foreign corporations pay to the county an amount 
equal to one-half the amount of the franchise tax paid 
to the state by said corporation. (See State Revenues.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The court of county commissioners may levy 
hcense taxes additional to the state hcense tax and 
on the same subjects up to 50 per cent of the state 
tax except where otherwise provided. 

Rates especially mentioned are for lightning-rod agents, $10; for 
peddlers of medicine, $50; peddlers of clocks, $250; supply cars, $10. 
Dogs may be registered and a fee of 25 cents, together with a tax of 
$1, must then be paid to judge of probate. Some counties have 
a special dog tax. 

G. DISPENSARY PROFITS. 

For county's share, see Dispensary Profits, under 
state revenues. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included is the same as for state taxa- 
tion. 

Assessment. — MunicipaUties may make an annual 
assessment of their own. 

Equalization. — There is no equahzation proper, but 
the intendant and the alderman hold a meeting to 
"correct errors." 

2. Rate — 

The municipal rate is limited by the constitution of 
1901 to one-haH of 1 per cent of the valuation of prop- 
erty as assessed for state purposes, and is fixed by the 
municipal authorities. (See citations from constitu- 
tion for numerous special provisions.) 

Courts of the county commissioners and boards of revenue of 
the county where there is levied a special road and bridge tax, pay 
to each municipality one-half of the money collected therein on 
such road or bridge tax. 

Municipalities may levy special taxes or assessments for sprin- 
kling and sweeping streets. 

3 . Collection — 

The municipal authorities may appoint some person 
to collect taxes; in towns of over 100,000 population, 
the county tax collector is ex officio city tax collector. 
The levy has the force of a judgment and may be 
enforced in a manner analogous to that for state taxes. 
Insolvent city taxes are collected by the county tax 
collector. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

Municipalities may levy a poU tax for road or street 
purposes of not exceeding $2 on each able-bodied 
adult male inhabitant who has resided therein three 
months. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

There are no corporation taxes as such. (See Busi- 
ness taxes, etc.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Express companies pay the followiug hcense taxes 
annually: 

In municipalities having a population of 500 or less, $2.50; 500 
to 1,000, $15; 1,000 to 2,000, $25; 2,000 to 3,000, $35; 3,000 to 4,000, 
$45; 4,000 to 5,000, $75; 5,000 to 10,000, $125; 10,000 to 15,000, $175; 
15,000 to 20,000, $200; 20,000 to 25,000, $250; 25,000 to 30,000, $300; 
30,000 or over, $500. 

The following municipal taxes may be levied on 
common carriers: 

In municipalities having a population not exceeding 250 inhab- 
itants, $10; more than 250 and not exceeding 500, $15; more than 
500 and not exceeding 750, $20; more than 1,000 and not exceeding 
5,000, $25 for the first thousand and $25 for each additional thou- 
sand or major fraction thereof; more than 5,000 and not exceeding 
10,000, $25 for first thousand and $30 for each additional thousand 
or majority fraction thereof; more than 10,000, $25 for first thou- 
sand and $35 for each additional thousand or majority fraction 
thereof. In no case may any municipality collect such a tax 
exceeding $2,000. 

A municipal tax on street railway, electric light, gas and steam 
heating and waterworks companies shall not exceed 2 per cent of 
the gross receipts of such business. Any amount paid as intangible 
property tax is allowed as a credit on and against such license tax. 

Telegraph and long-distance telephone companies may be taxed 
by municipalities for the privilege of doing business. 

All municipal corporations are empowered to levy and collect a 
license tax on all exhibitions, trades, businesses, vocations, occu- 
pations, and professions, charging a fee of 50 cents for issuing such 
license. (Insvirance companies are exempt from this tax.) 

Municipal corporations may assess upon fire and marine insurance 
companies $4 on each $100 of gross premiums, less premiums re- 



turned by cancellation; except that such municipal corporation 
may charge a flat minimum license at the beginning of the year for 
new companies, not to exceed 4 per cent of the gross premiums, less 
returns. 

In addition to the amount paid the state, the several cities and 
towns may collect from insurance companies, other than fire and 
marine, for the privilege of doing business a privilege or license tax 
based on population, according to gross premiums, less returns; 
population 5,000 or less, $10 and $1 on each $100 of premiums; 
5,000 to 10,000 population, $15 and $1 on each $100 of premiums; 
10,000 to 50,000 inhabitants, $20 and $1 on each $100 of premiums; 
over 50,000 iiihabitants, $50 and $1 on each $100 of premiums. 

Municipalities may levy a license tax on banks of from $10 to 
$200, based on the amount of capital stock. 

(See E, under State Revenues.) 

G. DISPENSARY PROFITS. 

For share of municipahties see Dispensary profits, 
under State Revenues. 

School Revenues. 

The schools are administered ia districts or city 
school districts, each of which receives from the state 
treasury through the county its apportionment of the 
lump-sum appropriation or of the proceeds of the rate 
levied especially for schools, now fixed by constitution 
not to exceed 3 mills; also ia the same manner aU poll 
taxes collected withia its boimds; an apportionment 
of the sixteenth section fund and other funds derived 
from the sale of lands, and 4 per cent on surplus reve- 
nues of the United States deposited with the state; 
all escheats to the state; and certain licenses. (See 
Constitutional provisions.) 

Various counties have special tax levies for school 
purposes. 

Part of the amount received by the county as its 
proportion of revenue derived from the net profit, of 
dispensaries is expended for school purposes. 

Any surplus accruiag under the pure food and drug 
act is to be applied to the public school fimd. 



ARIZONA.! 



Arizona depends for revenue mainly upon the gen- 
eral property tax. It is supplemented by a poU tax, 
an inheritance tax, and hcenses. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

AETICLB IX. 

Sec. 1. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, sus- 
pended, or contracted away. All taxes shall be uniform upon the 
same class of property within the territorial limits of the authority 
levying the tax, and shall be levied and collected for public pur- 
poses only. 

Sbc. 2. There shall be exempted from taxation all Federal, 
state, county, and municipal property. Property of educational, 
charitable, and religious associations or institutions not used or held 
for profit may be exempted from taxation by law. Public debts, 

' This compilation is based mainly upon the Revised Statutes of 
Arizona, 1901, and Acts of Arizona to 1913. 



aa evidenced by the bonds of Arizona, its counties, municipalities, 
or other subdivisions, shall also be exempt from taxation. There 
shall further be exempt from taxation the property of widows, resi- 
dents of this state, not exceeding the amount of $1,000, where the 
total assessment of such widow does not exceed $2,000. All prop- 
erty in the state not exempt under the laws of the United States or 
under this constitution, or exempted by law under the provisions 
of this section, shall be subject to taxation to be ascertained aa 
provided by law. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax 
sufficient, with other sources of revenue, to defray the necessary 
ordinary expenses of the state for each fiscal year. And for the pur- 
pose of paying the state debt, if there be any, the legislature shall 
provide for levying an annual tax sufficient to pay the annual inter- 
est and the principal of such debt within 25 years from the final 
passage of the law creating the debt. 

No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law, and every law 
imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the tax, to which 
object only it shall be applied. 
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All taxes levied and collected for state purposes shall be paid 
into the state treasury in money only. 

Sec. 4. The fiscal year shall commence on the 1st day of July 
in each year. An accurate statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public money shall be published annually, in such 
manner as shall be provided by law. Whenever the expenses of 
any fiscal year shall exceed the income, the legislature may provide 
for levying a tax for the ensuing fiscal year sufficient, with other 
sources of income, to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated 
expenses of the ensuing fiscal year. 

Sec. 6. Incorporated cities, towns, and .villages may be vested 
by law with power to make local improvements by special assess- 
ments or by special taxation of property benefited. For all corpo- 
rate purposes all municipal corporations may be vested with 
authority to assess and collect taxes. 

Sec. 9. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a tax 
shall distinctly state the tax and the objects for which it shall be 
applied; and it shall not be sufiicient to refer to any other law to fix 
such tax or object. 

Sec 10. No tax shall be laid or appropriation of public money 
made in aid of any church, or private or sectarian school, or any 
public service corporation. 

Sec. 11. The manner, method, and mode of assessing, equalizing, 
and levying taxes in the state of Arizona shall be such as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. The law-making power shall have authority to provide 
for the levy and collection of license, franchise, gross revenue, 
excise, income, collateral, and direct inheritance, legacy, and suc- 
cession taxes, also graduated income taxes, graduated collateral 
and direct inheritance taxes, graduated legacy and succession 
taxes, stamp, registration, production, or other specific taxes. 

ABTIOLB XI. 

Sec. 10. * * * the legislature shall make such appropria- 
tions, to be met by taxation, as shall insure the proper mainte- 
nance of all state educational institutions, and shall make such 
special appropriations as shall provide for their development and 
improvement. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Sec. 17. Provision shall be made by law for the payment of a fee 
to the state by every domestic corporation, upon the grant, amend- 
ment, or extension of its charter, and by every foreign corporation 
upon its obtaining a license to do business in this state ; and also for 
the payment, by every domestic corporation and foreign corporation 
doing business in this state, of an annual registration fee of not 
less than $10, which fee shall be paid irrespective of any specific 
license or other tax imposed by law upon such company for the 
privilege of carrying on its business in this state, or upon its fran- 
chise or property; and for the making, by every such corporation, 
at the time of paying such fee, of such report to the corporation 
commission of the status, business, or condition of such corporation, 
as may be prescribed by law. No foreign corporation shall have 
authority to do business in this state until it shall have obtained 
from the corporation commission a license to do business in the 
state, upon such terms as may be prescribed by law. The legisla- 
ture may relieve any purely charitable, social, fraternal, benevolent, 
or religious institution from the payment of such annual registra- 
tion fee. 

ARTICLE XX. 

Fifth. The lands and other property belonging to citizens of the 
United States residing without this state shall never be taxed at a 
higher rate than the lands and other property situated in this state 
belonging to residents thereof, and no taxes shall be imposed by 
this -state upon lands or property situated in the state belonging to 
or which may hereafter be acquired by the United States or reserved 
for its use; but nothing herein shall preclude the state from taxing, 
as other lands and other property are taxed, any lands and other 



property outside of an Indian reservation owned or held by any 
Indian, save and except such lands as have been granted or acquired 
as aforesaid, or may be granted or confirmed to any Indian or 
Indians under any act of Congress, but all such lands shall be 
exempt from taxation so long and to such an extent as Congress 
has prescribed or may hereafter prescribe. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors, elected for a term of two years. 

(2) The county treasurer, who is ex officio tax collector. 

(3) In incorporated cities an assessor is elected, who is ex officio 
tax collector. He is compensated by fees, which are added to the 
property taxes and licenses. 

(4) The state board of tax commissioners, three persons appointed 
by' the governor for the first term. AU subsequent incumbents of 
the office shall be elected at general elections. The commissioners 
exercise general supervision of the entire system of taxation through- 
out the state, prescribe all forms of books used in the assessment 
and collection of taxes, superintend the collection of inheritance 
taxes, and appraise and assess all express companies, sleeping car 
companies, and private car lines. 

(5) The state board of equalization, composed of the chairman of 
the corporation commission, the state auditor, and the state tax com- 
mission ; the state auditor is president of the board, and the secretary 
of the tax commission is secretary of the board. They also consti- 
tute the board of assessment for the property of inter-county tele- 
graph, telephone, and railroad companies. 

(6) The county board of equalization, consisting of the board of 
supervisors of the county. 

(7) The county board of supervisors of three members. The 
supervisor receiving the highest number of votes holds the office 
for four years; the others for two years. 

(8) The city board of equalization, consisting of the mayor and 
the council. 

(9) The state auditor. 

State Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
of every kind and nature whatsoever within the state, 
except as specially exempted, is subject to this tax. 

(1) Real estate is defined to include the ownership of, or claim to 
or possession of, or right of possession to any land, but it does not 
include unpatented mining claims, either lode or placer. Water 
ditches constructed for mining, manuiacturing, or irrigating pur- 
poses, telegraph lines, and wagon, turnpike, and toll roads, are 
treated as real estate. 

(2) Personal property includes all property notincluded under real 
estate. Whenever solvent debts (credits) are assessed, the person 
assessed may deduct his liabilities. Shares of stock are declared 
to possess no value beyond that of the property of the corporation 
for which they stand and are not taxable to the stockholders, but 
the property they represent is taxable to the corporation. Bank 
stock is excepted from this rule and is taxable to the stockholders. 
Property under mortgage or lease shall be listed by and taxed to 
the mortgagor or lessor, unless it be listed by the mortgagee or 



(3) The exemptions are: All Federal, state, county, and munici- 
pal property; public debts as evidenced by bonds of Arizona, its 
counties, municipalities, or other subdivisions; property of educa- 
tional, charitable, and religious associations or institutions not used 
or held for profit; property of resident widows not to exceed 
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$1,000, where tlieir total asBessment does not exceed $2,000. To 
encourage the construction of railroads, otier than street and 
electric, the franchises, right of way, roadbeds, bridges, culverts, 
station grounds, depots, water tanks, coal bins, turntables, round- 
houses, machine shops, section houses, and all real property 
used in the actual operation and construction of railroads are ex- 
empt from all taxation until March, 1919: Provided, That said 
construction shall begin within three and one-half months after 
March 18, -1909, and shall be completed within one year from 
date of commencement of said construction. Dams and reservoirs 
constructed after 1907 for irrigation, power, or mining purposes, or 
for watering stock are exempt untU 1917. 

I. Assessment. — All property, except that of rail- 
roads, telephone, telegraph, express and sleeping car 
companies, and private car lines, is assessed by the 
county assessors. It is to be assessed at its fuU cash 
value, which is defined as "what the property would be 
taken for in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor." The assessment refers to the first Monday 
in February and the roU must be made up between 
that date and the first Monday in June. The assess- 
ment is based upon a sworn statement furnished to 
the assessor by the taxpayer, or, in neglect thereof, 
upon the best information obtainable. The penalty 
for furnishing a false list is assessement at five times 
the amount of tax for the year and loss of aU rights 
before the board of equahzation. Fifty per cent of 
the penalty goes to the informant. The refusal to 
file a statement constitutes a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $300, 
or imprisonment for not less than two days nor more 
than three months, or both. The assessor is liable 
on his bond for the taxes on property which he neglects 
to assess. 

All lands within any irrigation district shall be valued by the 
assessor at the same rate per acre. 

It is the duty of the county assessor to furnish the tax commission 
a list of corporations, associations, banks, and individuals, doing 
business of a public character, whose assessed valuation is $3,000 or 
more, together with a statement of the property thereof, and the 
valuation placed on same for assessment purposes. 

The property of railroads, except such as is not used in connection 
with the operation of the roads, is assassed by the state board of 
equalization. The property so assessed includes the franchise, 
intangible values, right of way, roadbed, bridges, culverts, roll- 
ing stock, depots, station grounds, buildings, telegraph lines, and 
other property used exclusively in the operation of the railway. 
The assessment so made is apportioned among the counties and 
municipalities on the basis of the number of miles of main track. 

Shares of bank stock are assessed to the shareholders, but the tax, 
being a lien on shares and dividends, may be paid by the bank. 

Every telegraph and telephone company is subject to a tax on its 
property, franchises, and intangible values. Each county is appor- 
tioned such part of the entire valuation as will equal the relative 
value of the property of the company therein, in proportion to the 
whole value of the property in the state, and in proportion that the 
length of the line owned by the company in the county bears to the 
length of the whole line in the state. 

Transient herds of cattle, sheep, or goats are assessable where 
the owner resides. The tax collector apportions the tax paid to 
the various counties entitled thereto in such proportion as the 
fractional part of the year which the herds have ranged in each 
county bears to the whole, as shown by the owner's affidavit. 



c. Equalization. — The county board of supervisors 
acts as a county board of equahzation, and may in- 
crease or lower any individual assessment, and may 
require the assessor to amend the roll or may itself 
amend it. An appeal from this board lies to the su- 
perior court of the county. 

The state board of equalization convenes on the sec- 
ond Monday in August of each year for the purpose of 
examining the various assessments so far as regards 
the state ' tax and of equalizing the assessment in 
the various counties. It may increase or diminish the 
valuation of property in any county as much as in its 
judgment may be necessary to produce a just relation 
between all valuations of property in the state; but in 
no instance shall it reduce the aggregate valuation of 
all the counties below the aggregate valuation as re- 
turned by the board of supervisors of each county. 

2. Rate — 

The state board of equahzation determines the tax 
rate, fixing such rates for the several funds as will raise 
the amounts authorized by the laws creating those 
funds. If for any reason the board fails to convene, 
a rate of 5 miUs is deemed tp be levied. 

The state rate for aU purposes for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1913, was $1.78 on $100 valuation. 

There is annually levied and collected a sufficient tax to raise 
the sum of $250,000 to be known as the "state road tax fund," 
which is expended for the construction, reconstruction, repairing, 
improving, and maintaining of public highways, roads, and bridges. 
Twenty-five per cent of said fund is paid out upon the authority 
and under the direction of the state board of control and the state 
engineer; 75 per cent is apportioned to the several counties. It ia 
the duty of the state auditor to keep a complete account of all 
moneys received for and expended out of this fund. 

There ia levied annually upon the taxable property in the 
state a sufficient sum to pay the interest on all bonds issued for the 
payment of existing and future state, county, municipal, and school 
district indebtedness. Each year after such bonds have been issued 
such additional amount is levied as will pay 4 per cent of the 
total amoimt issued until all the bonds are paid. All moneys 
derived from such taxes are paid into the state treasury, and ap- 
plied to the payment of the interest and principal of the bonds 
issued. All moneys remaining in the redemption fund after the 
discharge of the bonds, are transferred to the state general fund. 

3. Collection — 

State taxes, together with county and municipal 
taxes, are extended on one dupUcate assessment roll and 
are all collected by the county tax collector. Taxes 
on personal property, however, when they are not 
secured by real estate are collected by the assessor. 
Taxes become deliaquent on the third Monday in De- 
cember. The penalty for delinquency is 12 per cent 
interest per annum and costs, including 25 per cent 
attorney's fee, and clerk's fees. Taxes are a general 
lien on all property of the taxpayer, and may be col- 
lected by seizure aad sale. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no state poll taxes . (See County Revenues 
and Municipal Revenues.) 
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C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, and 
any interest therein, whether belonging to the inhab- 
itants of the state or not, and whether tangible or 
intangible, which shall pass by will or by statutes of 
inheritance of this or any other state, or by deed, grant, 
bargain, sale, or gift made in contemplation of the 
death of the grantor, or intended to take effect in pos- 
session or enjoyment after the death of the grantor to 
any person or body politic or corporate, in trust or 
otherwise, is subject to an inheritance tax to be paid 
to the state treasurer for the use of the state as follows : 

When such, inheritance passes to any grandfather, grandmother, 
father, mother, husband, wife, child, brother, sister, wife or widow 
of son, or the husband of a daughter, or any adopted child or children, 
or to any person to whom the decedent has stood for more than 10 
years in loco parentis, or to any lineal descendant, the tax is at the 
rate of 1 per cent on the appraised value thereof. Any such estate 
valued at less than $10,000 is exempt, and the tax is levied only 
on the excess of $5,000 received by each person. 

When such inheritance passes to any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, 
or lineal descendant of the same, the tax is at the rate of 2 per cent. 
Estates valued at less than $5,000 are exempt and the tax is levied 
only on the excess of $2,000 received by each person. 

In all other cases the tax is as follows: On all amounts not exceed- 
ing $10,000, 3 per cent; over $10,000 and not exceeding $20,000, 4 
per cent; over $20,000 and not exceeding $50,000, 5 per cent; over 
$50,000, 6 per cent. Any such estate valued at less than $500 is 
exempt. 

If the tax imposed upon inheritance is paid within 
eight months from the accruing thereof, a discount of 
5 per cent is allowed; if not paid within eight months, 
8 per cent interest is collected. In all cases when a 
bond is given interest is charged at the rate of 6 per 
cent. 

Every inheritance tax is a lien upon the property, 
and the person to whom such property is transferred, 
and the administrators, executors, and trustees of 
every estate embracing such property are personally 
liable for the tax until its payment. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations generally are taxed under the general 
property tax. 

Foreign insurance companies and domestic and foreign surety 
companies pay a tax of 2 per cent per annum upon the gross pre- 
mium receipts. 

Express companies doing business in the state pay an annual tax 
of 5 per cent on the amount fixed by the state tax commission as 
the gross receipts of such company. 

Private car companies doing business in the state pay a tax of 7 
per cent on the gross receipts. If any company fails to pay such tax 
the state treasurer shall proceed to collect the same, together with 
interest, at the rate of 12 per cent per annum. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

Licenses to slaughter are paid to the secretary of 
the live stock sanitary board and are: 

In or within 4 miles of town of 5,000 inhabitants or over, $150 
annually in or within 4 miles of town of not more than 3,000 and 



less than 5,000 inhabitants, $120 annually; in or within 4 miles 
of town of over 1,000 and less than 3,000 inhabitants, $90 annually; 
in all other cases, $30 annually. 

Hunter's license, resident, 50 cents; nonresident and aliens, $10 
to $100. Sale of liquor on trains, $300. 

Motor vehicles of 40 horsepower, $5 annually; more than 40 
horsepower, $10 annually; motorcycles, annually, $2. Nonresi- 
dents are exempt from the motor vehicle tax unless in the state for 
six months. 

Banks pay to the bank comptroller (the auditor acts as such) a 
license fee at the time of beginning business, and for copies of 
papers, etc., 20 cents per folio of 100 words and $1 for certified 
copies. 

For examination into the condition of banks: When the capital 
stock is $50,000 or over, $40; when the capital stock is $25,000 and 
under $50,000, $35; when the capital stock is less than $25,000, $30; 
branch or agency banks, $25; building and loan associations, $30. 

Foreign insiuance companies pay: For iiUng statement, $5; for 
issuing certificate of authority, $5; for agent's certificate, $2; for 
filing articles of incorporation, $10; for publishing statement, $2.50. 

Fees payable to the secretary of state are: For affixing seal of sec- 
retary of state, $1; registration of motor vehicle, $3; for filing affi- 
davit of publication, $3; forrecording, per folio, 20 cents; for official 
bonds, commissions, and miscellaneous documents, $1.50 to $3; for 
filing notice of intention to construct a railroad, $10; for ffiing notice 
to construct reservoir, $5. 

Embalmers. — Application fee, $5; renewal of license, $2. 

Medicine. — ^Application fee, $2; examination fee, $10. 

Pharmacy. — Examination fee, $5; assistant pharmacist, $2; an- 
nual registration, $2; assistant, $1. 

Optometry. — Examination fee, $10; certificate, $5; persons al- 
ready practicing in state, registration, $5. 

Corporations pay to the corporation commission the following fees: 
For filing articles of incorporation, $10; filing annual report, $5; 
filing appointment of agent, $5; issuing certificate or filing articles 
of incorporation, $5; issuing certificate of incorporation, $10; for 
copy of documents, 20 cents per folio; affixing seal and certificate 
to copy, $2; registration fee, $15; investment companies for exam- 
ination, $10 ; and various other fees from public service corporations. 

The inspector of weights collects various fees and turns the same 
over to the state treasurer. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Arizona. 
County Eevenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equahzation and collection are the same for 
county as for state revenues. 

2. Rate — 

The county supervisors may levy taxes not to 
exceed $2 on each $100 of assessed valuation of prop- 
erty and such additional amount as may be necessary 
to meet the interest and payment of the county debts. 
The indebtedness of certain counties has been assumed 
by the state. The rate of levy to provide for the pay- 
ment of this debt and interest thereon is determined 
by the state board of equahzation. 

The board of supervisors have the power to levy for 
road purposes a property tax, not to exceed 25 cents 
on each $100 of real and personal property in the 
county. 



22 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— ARIZONA. 



The board of supervisors of each county, when a 
majority of the vote has been cast therefor, annually 
levy a tax to be known as the "drainage district tax." 
The rate of such tax is determined by deducting 15 
per cent for anticipated delinquencies from the total 
assessed value of the real property within the district, 
and then dividing the sum reported by the board of 
directors, as required to be raised, by the remainder of 
such total assessed value. Irrigation districts may 
be formed and taxes levied therefor in like manner. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected by the county tax col- 
lector at the same time and in the same manner as 
state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant between the ages of 21 and 
60 years is liable to a poll tax of $2.50 per aimum. 
Members of volunteer fire departments, the National 
Guard, paupers, persons permanently infirm, Indians 
not taxed, and insane persons, are exempt. This tax 
is due, payable, and collectable in the same manner 
as taxes on personal property, and the proceeds go to 
the county school fund. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no countj' inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Liquor licenses. — For disposing of wines and malt liquors in 
quantities of 1 gallon or over: first class, sales $20,000 and up- 
wards quarterly, $125 per quarter; second class, sales over $15,000 
and less than $20,000 quarterly, $100 per quarter; third class, sales 
less than $15,000 quarterly, $75 per quarter. Selling in quantities 
of less than 1 gallon, $300 per annum. Brand tax, $2. 

Traveling merchants, hawkers, and peddlers, except those selling 
farm products, in each county, per quarter, $75; with wagon, $200 
per quarter. 

Theater licenses. — Public exhibitions given for pay, in any pre- 
cinct, town or city in which at the last municipal election there 
were less than 300 votes cast, $5 per quarter; if more than 300, and 
less than 500 votes were cast, $10 per quarter; more than 500 votes 
cast, $30 per quarter. If no quarterly license has been paid in any 
precinct, town or city, there sha,ll be paid in those places described 
in the first division, $2.50 for each performance; in places described 
in second division, $5 for each performance; an<l in places described 
in third division, $10 for each performance. 

Circuses, 5 per cent of gross receipts. Billiard tables, $10 per 
quarter; bowling alleys, $10 per quarter. Distilleries and brew- 
eries. — Sales per quarter, $10,000 and upwards, $40 per quarter; 
sales per quarter, more than $5,000 and less than $10,000, $20 per 
quarter; sales per quarter, less than $5,000, $10 per quarter. Insur- 
ance agents or companies, $10 per quarter. Pawnbrokers, $50 per 
quarter. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property assessed and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are substantially the same as de- 



scribed under State revenues. Cities may have a 
separate valuation. 

2. Rate— 

The levy is made by the board of trustees or common 
council and for general purposes may not exceed 1 
per cent. 

3. Collection — 

By the city assessor and tax collector in substan- 
tially the same manner as state and county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

AU able-bodied males between the ages of 21 and 
60 years are liable to an assessment of 2 days' labor 
annually on the roads. This may be commuted for 
$2 per day, and is collected either in labor or cash by 
the road overseer. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax for municipalities. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no corporation taxes proper. But fran- 
chises to use the pubHc streets may be granted upon 
payment of an annual rental based on gross receipts. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council may license and tax: Sale of liquors in every 
way; billiard tables, bagatelle tables, pin alleys, etc.; hackmen, 
draymen, carters, porters, etc.; auctioneers, distillers, brewers, 
lumberyards, livery stables, money changers, pawnbrokers, etc.; 
hawkers or peddlers; exhibitions, concerts, circuses, etc.; butchers; 
porters, or runners for cars or public houses; secondhand and junk 
stores; insurance companies and agencies; any and all professions, 
trades, or callings, etc. ; and terries. 

School Revenues. 

The permanent school fund is derived from the sale 
of lands, estates that escheat to the state, unclaimed 
shares of corporations, gifts, incomes from invest- 
ment of school fund, and appropriations to be met 
by taxation. 

There is annually levied and collected, in the manner 
in which other state taxes are levied and collected, a 
sufficient tax to raise the sum of $500,000, said levy to 
be upon the taxable property of the state, and paid 
into the state treasury as a special fund for school 
purposes. All public school moneys paid into the 
state treasury are placed to the credit of the state 
common school fund. 

There is included in the tax levied for state school 
purposes a rate sufficient to raise the sum of $2,500, 
which sum is used for the care, maintenance, and 
instruction of blind children under school age residing 
in the state. 

On or before the 1st day of July of each year the 
trustees of school districts ffie with the county super- 
intendent an itemized statement of the amount of 
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money needed for defraying the expenses of the 
schools within their districts for the ensuing year. 
The coimty school superintendent makes an estimate 
of the minimum amount needed for the ensuing year. 
The board of supervisors of each comity annually 
levies a county school tax at a rate not less than suf- 
ficient to raise the said minimum amount of money. 



Special school district taxes may also be levied 
by the trustees of the school district. The rate (ex- 
clusive of bond interest and high school tax) shall not 
be greater than 90 cents on each $100 valuation of 
taxable property. 

The county school fund also receives the county 
poll taxes. 



ARKANSAS. 



Arkansas depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax and licenses or privilege taxes; but there 
is also a poll tax the proceeds of which are devoted to 
educational purposes, an inheritance tax, and a corpo- 
ration tax based on the capital stock. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Sec. 5. All property subject to taxation shall be taxed according 
to its value, that value to be ascertained in such manner as the gen- 
eral assembly shall direct, making the same equal and uniform 
throughout the state. No one species of property, from which a tax 
may be collected, shall be taxed higher than another species of 
property of equal value: Provided, The general assembly shall have 
power, from time to time, to tax hawkers, peddlers, ferries, exhibi- 
tions, and privileges in such manner as may be deemed proper : Pro- 
vided further, That the following property shall be exempt from 
taxation: Public property used exclusively for public purposes; 
churches used as such; cemeteries used exclusively as such; school 
buildings and apparatus (includes private schools, see 42 Ark., 536); 
libraries and grounds used exclusively for school purposes; and 
buildings and grounds and materials used exclusively for public 
charity. 

Sec. 6. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than as 
provided in this constitution, shall be void . 

Sec. 7. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended by any contract or grant to which 
the state may be a party. 

Sec. 8. The general assembly shall not have power to levy state 
taxes for any one year to exceed, in the aggregate, 1 per cent of the 
assessed valuation of the property of the state for that year. 

Sec . 9 . No county shall levy a tax to exceed one-half of 1 per cent 
for all purposes, but may levy an additional one-half of 1 per cent 
to pay indebtedness existing at the time of the ratification of this 
constitution. Amendment adopted November, 1898, provides that 
county may levy 3-mill tax for county roads. 

Sec. 10. The taxes of counties, towns, and cities shall only be 
payable in lawful currency of the United States, or the orders or 
warrants of said counties, towns, and cities, respectively. 

Sec 11. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law; 
and every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of 
the same; and no moneys arising from a tax levied for one purpose 
shall be used for any ether purpose. 

ARTICLE V. 

Sec. 31. No state tax shall be allowed, or appropriation of money 
made, except to raise means for the payment of the just debts of 
the state, for defraying the necessary expenses of government, to 
sustain common schools, to repel invasion and suppress insurrec- 
tion, except by a majority of two-thirds of both houses of the general 
assembly. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources : 
A Digest of the Bevenue Laws of the State of Arkansas, compiled 
in the auditor's office by Avery E. Moore, 1908. 
The Session Laws to 1913. 



ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 4. No municipal corporation shall be authorized to pass any 
laws contrary to the -general laws of the state, nor levy any tax on 
real or personal property to a greater extent, in one year, than 5 
mills on the dollar of the assessed value of the same: Provided, 
That to pay indebtedness existing at the time of the adoption of 
the constitution an additional tax of not more than 5 mills on the 
dollar may be levied. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Sec 3. The general assembly shall provide, by general laws, for 
the support of common schools by taxes, which shall never exceed 
in any one year 3 mills on the dollar on the taxable property of the 
state; and by an annual per capita tax of $1, to be assessed on every 
male inhabitant of this state over the age of 21 years: Provided, 
That the general assembly may, by general law, authorize school 
districts to levy, by a vote of the qualified electors of such district, 
a tax not to exceed 7 mills on the dollar in any one year for school 
purposes: Provided further, That no such tax shall be appropriated 
to any other purpose nor to any other district than that for which 
it was levied. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

Sec 11. * * * and all fees that may hereafter be payable by 
law for any service performed by any officer mentioned in this 
section (the governor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney 
general, judges of the supreme court, judges of the circuit court, 
commissioner of state land, and prosecuting attorneys), except 
prosecuting attorneys, shall be paid in advance into the state 
treasury. * * * 

Sec 27. Nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to 
prohibit the general assembly from authorizing assessments on real 
property for local improvements in cities and towns under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law, to be based upon the con- 
sert of a majority in value of the property holders owning property 
adjoining the locality to be affected, but such assessments shall be 
ad valorem and uniform. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, elected for two years, compensated by 
fees. 

(2) The county board of equalization, composed of "three in- 
telligent citizens, who are real estate owners, and qualified electors,"- 
selected from different parts of the county, and appointed by the 
governor for two years. Counties having two judicial districts have 
a board in each. In counties of more than 25,000 population, the 
board shall consist of five members. 

(3) The sheriff of each county, who is ex officio tax collector. 

(4) The clerk of the county court, who acts as county auditor, 
elected for a term of two years. 

(5) The auditor of state, elected for two years. 

(6) The state tax commission, composed of three members ap- 
pointed by the governor. It is the duty of the tax commission to 
exercise complete supervision over the entire system of taxation. 
They assume all duties as regards taxation heretofore discharged by 
the board of railroad commissioners. 
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State Revenues. 

a. geneeal peopekty taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
except that legally exempt, whether real or personal; 
aU moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, 
joint-stock companies, or otherwise, of persons resid- 
ing therein; the property of corporations now existing 
or hereafter created; and property of all banks or 
banking companies now existing or hereafter created, 
and of all bankers and brokers, shall be subject to 
taxation. 

The term "real property and lands" is held to include not only 
the land itself, with all things contained therein, but also all 
buildings, structures, and improvements and other fixtures, and 
all rights and privileges belonging or in any wise appertaining 
thereto; also all trees growing thereon, and all mines, minerals, 
quarries, or fossils thereon or thereunder. 

Mineral rights may be treated separately. 

"Railroad track" is defined as real estate. 

The term "personal property" includes all goods, chattels, 
moneys, and effects; all steamboats navigating waters wholly or 
partly within the state, and all capital belonging to inhabitants of 
the state invested in water craft located without the state; all im- 
provements made by others upon lands belonging to the Govern- 
ment or any railroad company whose property is not subject to the 
game mode of taxation as other property ; all stocks, growing or other- 
wise, of nurserymen and florists; all gaa, oil, and water mains, pipes, 
conduits and subways wherever located; all tracks, roads and 
bridges of street railways, turnpike and bridge companies; all 
apparatus of telegraph and telephone lines; credits of every kind 
over and above debts owed by the creditor; the income of annuities, 
unless the capital be taxed; investments in stocks, bonds, and se- 
curities of every kind; personal property of corporations, whether 
the owners reside in or out of the state; shares of stock in banks; the 
capital stock, undivided profits, and all other means not forming 
part of the capital stock of every company, whether incorporated 
or unincorporated. 

The term "investment in bonds'' is held to include all money 
invested in bonds of whatever kind, or certificates of indebtedness 
commonly called "scrip," whether issued by incorporated or unin- 
corporated companies, towns, cities, townships, counties, states, or 
other corporations, provided such bonds are held by persons residing 
in this state, either by themselves or by others for them, whether 
for themselves or as guardians, trustees, or agents. 

The term "investment in stocks" is held to include all moneys 
invested in public stocks of this or any other state, or in any asso- 
ciation, corporation, joint-stock company, or otherwise, the stock 
or capital of which is or may be divided into shares, for the taxation 
of which no special provision is made, held by persons residing in 
this state. 

Timber owned separately from the land is classed as personal 
property. 

National bank notes. United States legal tender notes, and all 
other notes and certificates of the United States payable on demand 
and circulating, or intended to circulate, as currency, and gold, 
silver, or other coin, held or owned by any citizen or resident of the 
state of Arkansas are expressly declared to be taxable. 

The term "credit" means the excess of the sum of all legal 
claims and demands due to the person liable to pay taxes thereon 
including deposits in banks when added together, over and above 
the sum of legal bona fide debts owed by such person. 

Pensions received from the United States, or from any state, are 
not held to be annuities. 



For exemptions, see Constitution, Article XVI, sections 5 and 6. 

The statutes add fire apparatus and buildings used exclusively for 
the safekeeping thereof, whether belonging to any town or to any 
fire company organized therein; all property belonging to camp 
meeting associations, Sunday school assemblies. Young Men's 
Christian Associations, and societies for religious instruction; and 
property belonging to and used exclusively for the purpose of any 
agricultural society or industrial exposition. The statutes also pro- 
vide a method of valuing real estate which exempts growing crops. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is but one assess- 
ment and one assessment roU for state, county, and 
municipal taxes. City and town taxes must be levied 
on the appraisement of the county assessor as equalized 
for the levy of state and county taxes. The assess- 
ment refers to the 1st day of February and is made 
on the basis of a sworn list submitted by the taxpayer, 
the oath declaring the values entered in the list as 
correct. The taxpayer shall also, if the assessor de- 
mand it, fix the value of any timber, mines, fossils, 
quarries, springs, or anything else on the land that 
gives a special value. 

Land and the improvements thereon are separately assessed. 

Property is required to be assessed at its true and full cash value. 
In determining its value the officers shall not adopt a different 
standard of value because the same is to serve as a basis of taxation, 
nor shall the price for which property would sell at forced. sale be 
adopted as a criterion of value. 

Real estate is assessed once every two years in the odd numbered 
years. All other assessments are made annually. 

The property of railroad, telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping 
car and pipe line companies, and of every power, heating, electric, 
gas, water, street car, toll road, toll bridge, and similar corporations 
doing business in the state is assessed by the state tax commission. 
All other property is assessed by the county assessor, who is paid 
by fees for the various items of assessment. 

Every person of full age and sound mind is required to list aU 
property owned or in his possession on the 1st day of February. 
Property brought into the state after the 1st day of February and 
prior to the 1st day of October of any year is subject to taxation, 
unless the owner can show that the property has been listed for 
taxation for that year in some other place. 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon the average value 
of property in their possession during the year. 

Banks are assessed on the amount of their paid-up capital, undi- 
vided profits, term deposits, moneys which during the year were 
converted into nontaxable bonds, and on all fixtures, furniture, and 
other property that has been charged oft to profit and loss account. 
The assessment is made against the bank in the aggregate as a^ent 
for the shareholders. The bank pays the taxes, but it may recover 
from the shareholders the amount of taxes paid, or deduct the 
same from any dividend accruing. All taxes must be paid before 
any shares of stock can be transferred. No deduction is made by 
reason of the fact that any part of the capital of such institutions is 
invested in nontaxable securities, or securities otherwise taxed. 

Every association engaged in insurance business, or in any se- 
curity, bonding, or indemnity business, or in any kind of invest- 
ment, loan or trust business is assessed for taxation in the same 
manner as banks. 

Sleeping or dining car companies, express companies, and tele- 
graph companies are assessed every year by the state tax commission 
on that proportion of their aggregate capital stock, at its market 
value, which the mileage in the state bears to the total mileage. 
The assessment so made is apportioned among the counties on an 
average mileage basis. OflBce furniture and other real and personal 
property are assessed locally. 
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To aid the assessor in determining the true value of its property, 
each corporation, including gas, telephone, bridge, street railroad, 
savings bank, mutual loan, building, transportation, and construc- 
tion companies, is required to list not only the true value of all 
tangible property, but the market value (or actual value) of its 
paid-up capital stock and the total amount of its indebtedness. 

In the case of any telephone company, the total pole miles, and 
total stations constitute, for the purposes of taxation, the entire 
value of the company's property. 

The assessment of railroads includes raihoad track, franchises, 
rolling stock, water and wood stations, passenger and freight depots, 
ofBces, furniture, and other such property, both real and personal. 
Only the rolling stock owned or leased for a term of not less than 
six months by railroads in this state is assessed. The "raihoad 
track" is assessed without special reference to its relation to the 
entire system within and without the state, but that proportion 
only of the total rolling stock is assessed which the mileage in the 
state bears to the total mileage. The assessment made by the state 
board is apportioned among the counties on the basis of mileage. 

The penalties for failure to make returns to the assessor are: For 
individuals, $1 as fee to assessor, half of which goes to the as- 
sessor and half to the common school fund ; delinquency may be 
treated as a misdemeanor subject to a fine of not to exceed |100, or 
imprisonment not to exceed three months, or both; for banks and 
corporations generally, 50 per cent is added to assessment; for sleep- 
ing car companies for false statement, prosecution of officer for per- 
jury; for false statement by officers of railroads, a fine of not less than 
$1,000 nor more than $10,000 is imposed. 

For refusal of the taxpayer to make a list of his property after de- 
mand duly made by the assessor, a penalty equal to 50 per cent of the 
total taxes on the property for that year is assessed against it, and upon 
the property of any delinquent whom the assessor is unable to find 
there is assessed an amount equal to 25 per cent of the taxes thereon. 

The assessor is compensated for his services by the following fees: 

For each assessment of personal property, including assessment 
covering poll tax, 25 cents; for assessing real estate in each congres- 
sional township, $12 ; in fractional townships for each section of more 
than 40 acres, 33J cents; for assessing real estate in cities of more 
than 40,000 inhabitants, for each ward, $125; in cities of more than 
10,000 and less than 40,000 inhabitants, for each ward, $100; in cities 
of 10,000 inhabitants or less, for each ward, $50; in incorporated 
towns of more than 1,000 iiihabitants, $50; in towns or villages of 
500 to 1,000 inhabitants, $25; in villages of less than 500 inhabitants, 
$12; for each list of real property of unknown or nonresident owners, 
$1; for listing property of those who make no return, one-half of the 
$1 charged to taxpayer. The assessor has to attend in each precinct 
for receiving lists. 

For assessing property outside of incorporated cities and towns, 
one-half of the amount paid the assessor is paid by the state and one- 
half by the county; for assessing property located in cities and 
towns, one-third is paid by the municipality, one-third by the 
county, and one-third by the state. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of supervisors 
of assessments sitting as a board of equalization has 
power to raise or lower individual assessments, to cor- 
rect errors, and to add property omitted, to the end 
that all property shall be assessed at its true and full 
value in money. In this work it is assisted by the 
clerk of the county court. In August of each year 
the board, with the county judge as chairman thereof, 
meets as a board of revision and appeals for the pur- 
pose of hearing complaints of taxpayers. An appeal 
from the action of the board Hes to the county court 
within thirty days after a final order has been made. 

The state tax commission meets in September of 
each year for the purpose of equahzing the assess- 



ments of the real and personal property of the state. 
This commission hears appeals from the several county 
boards of supervisors of assessments, and may change 
the aggregate valuation of aU property. It may, in its 
discretion, either equalize assessments itself or it may 
call a special session of the board of supervisors of 
assessments of the county to sit as a board of equaliza- 
tion and a board of revision and appeal. Appeal may 
be taken in the same manner as from the decisions 
made at regular sessions. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for state purposes is fixed by statute, but 
is hmited by the constitution to 1 per cent on the 
assessed valuation. 

In 1912 it was, on each $100 of valuation, 4J cents for state capitol 
fund, 13J cents for pension fund, 22J cents for general fund, and 27 
cents for school fund — total 67J cents, or 6} mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are extended by the clerk of the county court. 
The lien for taxes attaches on the first Monday in 
June. The sheriff of each county is the tax collector. 
He or his deputies attend in each election precinct, 
after the 1st day of February, for the collection of 
taxes. Taxes on real and personal property become 
delinquent after the 10th day of April, and may then be 
collected by distraint. The penalty for delinquency 
is 10 per cent. 

The collector is paid by conamissions, as follows: 

For the first $10,000, 5 per cent; for all sums over $10,000 and 
under $20,000, 3 per cent; for all sums over $20,000, 2 per cent. 

B. POLL TAX. 

While the poU tax is authorized by the State Con- 
stitution, each county collects and retains the whole 
amount collected. (See Coimty poll taxes.) 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property, whether belonging to inhabitants of 
the state or not, tangible or intangible, which passes 
by will or by the intestate laws of the state, or by deed, 
grant, sale, or gift, made or intended to take effect after 
death of the grantor, to any person or corporation in 
trust or otherwise, is subject to an inheritance tax. 

When the property passes to a grandfather, grandmother, father, 
mother, husband, wife, lineal descendant, brother, sister, or any 
adopted child, the tax is 1 per cent of the clear market value of the 
estate in excess of $5,000. When the property passes to any uncle, 
aunt, niece, nephew, or any lineal descendant of the same, the rate 
is 2 per cent of the clear market value of such property in excess of 
$2,000. In all other cases, the rate is as follows: On all estates of 
$1,000 to $10,000, 3 per cent; $10,000 to $20,000, 4 per cent; $20,000 
to $50,000, 5 per cent; over $50,000, 6 per cent. 

The tax is payable to the state treasurer at the death of the de- 
cedent. If not paid within 12 months thereafter interest at the 
rate of 9 per cent is collected from the time the tax became due. 
The court of probate having jurisdiction determines all questions 
arising in connection with the tax, and no executor or administrator 
can be discharged until proof of payment is submitted. 
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D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

All corporations are taxed under the general property tax, and in 
addition pay an annual franchise tax of one-twentieth of 1 per cent 
on the proportion of the outstanding capital stock of the corpora- 
tion represented by the property owned and used in business trans- 
acted in the state. Companies having no capital stock, and com- 
panies organized to transact business of life and accident insurance 
for the purpose of mutual benefit to its members, pay an annual fee 
of $50. Companies organized strictly for charitable purposes are 
exempt. 

Insurance companies pay the following annual tax: If the capital 
stock is less than $500,000, $100; if $500,000 or more, $200; building 
and loan associations, $25. If any corporation is delinquent, there 
is collected a penalty of 25 per cent, which is credited to the general 
revenue fund . 

Private car companies pay a privilege tax of 5 per cent on the 
gross receipts. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following taxes, generally known as "privilege 
taxes," are levied annually, unless otherwise stated: 

Peddlers, $25 for six months or less. Exempt from this tax are: 
Farm and produce peddlers, indigent or disabled ex-Confederate or 
United States soldiers or sailors, and blind persons; but such persons 
may not peddle liquors. Clock peddlers, $100. Lightning rod and 
stove agents, $100. Sewing machine companies or their general 
agents, $200, and for each agent in each county, $5 additional. 

Noncitizens trading horses, or peddUng organs, pianos, or vehicles, 
$100 in each county. 

Liquor dealers, retail, $300 (also a county tax of $400), 2 per cent 
thereof to be paid as collector's fee, and $2 as clerk's fee for issuing 
license. 

Wholesale dealers in malt liquors, $50 (also a county tax of $100) 
Tinless they hold a retail license. River traders in liquors, $100. 

Fertilizer manufacturers, inspection fee, 25 cents per ton. 

Owners of motor vehicles, registration fee, $5. Chauffeur's regis- 
tration fee, $1. 

Dentists. — Examination fee, $15; issuing temporary license, $5. 

Incorporated companies; for filing articles of incorporation, $25 
for the first $10,000 or less of the proposed capital stock, and one- 
tenth of 1 per cent additional on all amounts in excess of $10,000; 
for any increase of capital stock $25 on the first $10,000 or less, 
and one-tenth of 1 per cent additional on all amounts in excess of 
$10,000. 

All telegraph, interurban telephone, and pipe line companies pay 
$1 per mile for each mile proposed to be constructed. Express, 
sleeping car, and private car companies pay $1 for every mile over 
which the corporation proposes to do business. 

Railroad, street, interurban, or other transportation companies 
pay the following incorporation fees: On all lines not exceeding 25 
miles in length, $100; on lines exceeding 25 miles in length, $4 per 
mile for every mile it proposes to operate, and $4 per mile for any 
increase. 

Local telephone exchanges pay the following incorporation fees: 
In towns not exceeding 1,000 inhabitants, $25; 1,000 to 5,000, $50; 
5,000 to 25,000, $100; more than 25,000, |200. 

Foreign mutual corporations having no capital stock pay for filing 
articles of incorporation $500. This provision does not apply to 
fraternal orders that write insurance, or to any mutual corporation 
created for religious, literary, or scientific purposes. 

For filing a charter of any educational institiatiou, |15; change of 
name, $5. 

Insurance companies, for filing certified copy of charter, pay n, 
fee of $15; for filing annual statement, $10; for filing certificate of 
authority to transact business, $2; for filing copies of papers, 25 cents 
per folio and $1 for certification. 



Foreign insurance companies pay the same fees as are charged 
insurance companies organized under the laws of Arkansas for 
filing articles of incorporation in the state where such foreign com- 
pany was organized. 

Surety companies pay for filing preliminary statement a fee of 
$15; annual statement, $10; certificate of authority, $2; each agent's 
certificate, $2. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Arkansas. 
County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of its assess- 
ment and equalization are the same for county taxa^ 
tion as for state. 

2. Rate — 

The county rate is hmited by the constitution to not 
exceeding one-half of 1 per cent for general purposes, 
and an additional one-half of 1 per cent to pay in- 
debtedness existing at the time of its ratification, and 
is further hmited by statute for general purposes, to 
that number of mills on the dollar which, when apphed 
to the total property of the county as assessed and 
equahzed that year, will produce a sum equal to the 
total taxes levied against the property of the county 
for county purposes the year next preceding, plus 10 
per cent of said total taxes. Each year there may also 
be levied for the maintenance and improvement of the 
roads and bridges of the county 30 cents on each $100 
of property assessed. 

The levy is made in November by the county court. 

3. Oollection — 

County taxes are collected by the sheriff as tax col- 
lector in the same manner as state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Section 3, Article XIV, of the Constitution provides 
that a poll tax of $1 be levied upon all males over 21 
years of age. The payment of this tax is a prerequisite 
for the exercise of the elective franchise. It is collected 
by the tax collector, paid into the county school fund, 
and apportioned to the school districts with the rest of 
the school fund. If not paid before the 10th of April a 
penalty of 25 cents is added. If not paid before the 
Saturday next preceding the first Monday in July a 
penalty of $1 is added, 25 cents of which goes to the 
county clerk for his services in entering the name, 25 
cents in the county general fund, and 50 cents to the 
assessor. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

The county does not share in the inheritance tax 
nor in the taxes on corporations, both of which taxes 
are reserved for the use of the state. 
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E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county authorities may impose hcense taxes as 
follows: (Unless otherwise noted, the amount given 
is the fee for doing busiaess for one year.) 

Liquor dealers, retail, $400, 2 per cent thereof as a collection 
fee, and $2 as clerk's fee. Wholesale dealers in malt liquors, |100, 
unless they hold retailer's license. Marriage licenses, 50 cents. 
Peddlers, $25 every six months or less. Circuses and menageries, 
$100 per day and $50 for each side show. County courts may 
license and tax exhibitions for profit. Theaters in cities of 20,000 
and over, where no liquor is sold, $100. Auctioneers, $10 for six 
months or less. Agents, owners, or manufacturers traveling and 
eelliiig lightning rods, steel stove ranges, clocks, pumps, buggies, 
carriages, and vehicles, $200. River traders, $100. The county 
court licenses ferries, and may charge a license tax of not less than 
$1 nor more than $100. Auction duties payable to the county are: 
(1) On sales of personal property, IJ per cent; (2) on sales of real 
■estate or household interest in land, one-half of 1 per cent. Non- 
residents are prohibited from hunting and fishing in all counties 
-except Clay and Stone. In these two counties hunting and fishing 
by nonresidents are licensed for a fee of from $5 to $15. All the 
above license taxes are collected by the tax collector, who receives 
5 per cent commission, which is paid by the person taxed. 

Each criminal conviction in courts of record, $3; each civil suit in 
courts of record, $3; each writ of summons and writ of execution, 50 
•cents; each certificate of record in any recorder's office, except 
mortgages, 50 cents; each certificate of mortgage, 15 cents. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for cities and towns 
as for the state. 

2. Rate— 

The amount of taxes levied in any one year by the 
constituted authorities of any municipal corporation 
for city or town purposes is hmited by the constitution 
to 5 mills for general purposes, and is further Hmited 
by statute to that number of nulls on the dollar 
-which, when applied to the total property of the city 
or town as assessed and equahzed that year, will pro- 
duce a sum equal to the total taxes levied against 
the property of the city or town for municipal pur- 
poses the year next preceding, plus 10 per cent of said 
total taxes. For paying indebtedness existing at the 
time of the adoption of the present constitution a tax 
not exceeding the rate levied for other city or town 
purposes may be levied. 

The council of any mimicipal corporation shall 
certify to the county clerk the rate of taxation 
levied by such municipal corporation. If a munici- 
pahty did not levy a tax in the year next preced- 
ing, that rate may be levied for the current year, which 
when applied to the total property of the municipality 
as assessed and equalized in the current year will pro- 
duce a sum 10 per cent in excess of the sum produced 
by applying a rate of 5 mills on the dollar to the prop- 
erty within such municipal corporation as assessed 
and equalized in such next preceding year. A tax of 



not exceeding one-half of 1 mill may be levied for the 
estabhshment and maintenance of public libraries. 
3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected, as are state and county 
taxes, by the sheriff, who is ex officio county collector, 
and paid over by him to the city treasury. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no poll tax for municipal purposes. 

AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

The municipaUties do not share in the inheritance 
tax nor in the corporation tax. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Municipal corporations may license, regulate, tax, or suppress 
ordinaries, hawkers, peddlers, brokers, pawnbrokers, money 
changers, intelligence offices, public masquerade balls, street ex- 
hibitions, sparring exhibitions, dance houses, fortune tellers, pistol 
galleries, corn doctors; private and venereal hospitals; muse- 
ums and menageries, equestrian performances, horoscopic views, 
lung testers, muscle developers, magnifying glasses, billiard tables, 
or any other tables or instruments used for gaming; theatrical or 
other exhibitions, shows, and amusements; tippling houses and 
dramshops; or any gift enterprises, and may suppress prize fights, 
dog fights, chicken cockfights, gaming, or gambling houses. But 
the hcenaing of saloons is dependent upon a local option law. 
Municipal corporations also have the power to tax public auction- 
eers not less than $5 nor more than $100 per annum, and to impose 
a tax on dogs and other domestic animals not included in the list 
of taxable property. 

School Revenues. 

The proceeds of all lands granted by the United 
States to the state; also aU moneys, stocks, bonds, 
land, and other property belonging to any fund for 
education at the time of the passage of the act (Decem- 
ber, 1875); abo the net proceeds of all sales of lands 
and other property and effects that may accrue to 
the state by escheat, or from sales of estrays, or 
from unclaimed dividends, or distributive shares of 
deceased persons; also 10 per cent of the net proceeds 
of the sale of all state lands; also aU grants, gifts, or 
devises that are made to the state are to be invested 
in the common school fund. 

The poll tax and the special school levy on prop- 
erty are treated as current revenue for the support 
of common schools. A tax levy sufficient to maintain 
the schools in any district longer than tliree months 
must be sanctioned by a vote of the electors in the 
school district. Such vote may be taken at any law- 
ful meeting at which not less than five electors shall 
be present. But such tax may not exceed 1 per cent 
of the assessed valuation. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Corporations doing business in Arkansas pay an annual franchise 
tax of one-fifteenth of 1 per cent upon their capital stock except as 
hereinafter provided. Any corporation doing business for profit 
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organized as an insurance company not having a capital stock and 
not strictly for charitable purposes pays a tax of $100. All insur- 
ance companies having an outstanding capital stock of less than 
$500,000 pay an annual tax of $100; having a capital of $500,000 or 
more, $200. Corporations which have no capital stock employed 
in the state or which have a capital stock of less than $13,333 pay 
an annual tax of $10. 

Every fire, tornado, or marine insurance company shall, after 
deducting return premiums and authorized reinsurance, pay a tax 
of IJ per cent on gross receipts. Every Ufe, health, and accident 
insurance company, and every bond and surety company, pays a 
tax of IJ per cent on its gross receipts. Said tax is in lieu of all 
other taxes. 

Tax rates for state purposes. — General fund, 2^ mills; state capi- 
tol tax, three-eighths mill. Sinking fund tax is discontinued. 

If the assessments for road improvement districts are not paid at 
the time for the payment of county taxes, a penalty of 25 per cent 
attaches for such delinquency. 

Registration fee for each motor vehicle, $10 per annum. 

Professional nurse. — Registration fee, $5. 

Drainage taxes shall be collected on or before the 10th day of 
April of each year. The penalty for delinquency is 10 per cent. 

The inheritance tax was revised and practically rewritten as 
follows: 

(1) All property transferred in good faith to any person, corpora- 
tion, or association of persons in trust for or to be devoted to any 
charitable, educational, or public purpose is exempt. 

(2) Property of the clear value of $3,000 transferred to a widow or 
a minor child of the decedent, and of $1,000 transferred to father, 
mother, husband, wife, child, brother, sister, wife or widow of a 
son or husband of a daughter, or any adopted child or children. 

(3) Property of the clear value of $500, transferred to any person 
or corporation other than the persons described in section 2. 

Upon a transfer of an amount in excess of the exemptions, and not 
in excess of $5,000, to any father, mother, husband, wife, child, 
brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter, 
or any adopted child or children, or any child to whom the decedent 
for not less than 10 years prior to such transfer stood in loco paientis, 
the tax is at the rate of 1 per cent of the clear value of such interest 
in such property. 



Upon a transfer of an amount in excess of the exemptions, and 
not in excess of $5,000 to any person or corporation other than 
those enumerated above, the rate is 3 per cent of the clear value of 
such property. The rates given above are termed primary rates. 

When the market value of property exceeds $5,000, the rate of 
tax upon such excess is as follows: 

Upon amounts in excess of $5,000 and up to $10,000, two times 
the primary rates; $10,000 to $30,000, three times the primary rates; 
$30,000 to $50,000, four times the primary rates; $50,000 to $100,000, 
five times the primary rates; $100,000 to $500,000, six times the 
primary rates; $500,000 to $1,000,000, seven times the primary 
rates; in excess of $1,000,000, eight times the primary rates. If 
inheritance taxes are not paid until six months after the death of 
decedent, 6 per cent interest is collected; if not paid within 12 
months, a penalty of 10 per cent per annum in addition to the interest 
shall be collected. The proceeds from inheritance taxes are paid 
into the treasury of the state to the credit of the general fund thereof. 

A state banking department was created and a state banking 
commissioner provided for. All banks pay annual fees of one-fifth 
of 1 per cent on authorized capital stock and at the same rate on all 
increases. For each amendment or supplement to the articles of 
agreement, except increases to the capital stock, $10; annual fee for 
examination, $15, and 50 cents additional on each $1,000 of capital 
stock. 

A "Blue Sky" law, governing and regulating investment com- 
panies was enacted. A fiUng fee of $5 is required from such com- 
panies, in addition to the fees required from all corporations. 

Cities of the first class were authorized to license transient mer- 
chants. The powers of assessment of public utility corporations 
by the state tax commission were increased. The right of eminent 
domain was extended to municipal corporations and counties for 
the purpose of establishing parks, boulevards, and public build- 
ings, and for the organization of improvement districts to aid in 
acquiring such parks and boulevards. Students and persons unable 
to perform labor owing to physical disability were exempted from 
work on the roads. 

The department of state lands, highways, and improvements was 
organized. This department collects registration fees on motor 
vehicles, which are raised from $5 to $10 per annum . This department- 
was also authorized to levy taxes on real estate for improvements. 



CALIFORNIA. 



In 1910 the state of California entered upon a 
radical departure in the methods of raising its revenue. 
In that year a constitutional amendment was adopted 
providing for the separation of state from local taxation 
and providing for the taxation of public service corpo- 
rations, banks, and insurance companies for the benefit 
of the state. The amendment further exempts the 
operative property of these companies from local 
taxation by counties, cities, towns, and districts, 
except for the payment of principal and interest on 
indebtedness existing before November 8, 1910. The 
state also derives revenue from an inheritance tax, a 
few licenses, and from a poll tax which is used for 
school purposes. A general ad valorem tax may, 
however, be levied if the revenues derived from the 
sources mentioned fail to meet the requirements of 
the state. The only general property tax now being 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Kerr's Pocket Codes of CaliEornia, 1909. 
Statutes and amendments to the Code, 1909-1913. 
Revenue Laws of the State of CaUfomia in force January 1, 1912, 
prepared by T. M. Eby, secretary of the state board of equalization. 



levied is one authorized by a legislative act of 1910 
which provided that $1,250,000 should be raised by 
this method of taxation in each of the years 1911, 
1912, 1913, and 1914, in aid of the Panama Exposition. 
Counties and municipalities depend upon general 
property taxes and license taxes. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE Xni. 

Sec 1. All property in the state except as otherwise in this 
constitcition provided, not exempt under the laws of the United 
States, shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained 
as provided by law, or as hereinafter provided. The word "prop- 
erty, " as used in this article and section, is hereby declared to 
include moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, dues, franchises, and 
all other matters and things, real, personal, and mixed, capable of 
private ownership: Provided, That a mortgage, deed of trust, con- 
tract, or other obligation by which a debt is secured when land is 
pledged as security for the payment thereof, together with the 
money represented by such debt, shall not be considered property 
subject to taxation; and further provided, That property used for 
free public libraries and free museums, growing crops, property 
used exclusively for public schools, and such as may belong to the 
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TJaited States, this state, or to any county or municipal corpora- 
tion witMn tMs state shall be exempt from taxation. The legis- 
lature may provide, except in the case of credits secured by mortgage 
or trust deed, for a deduction from credits of debts due to bona 
fide residents of this state. 

Sec. IJ. The property to the amount of $1,000 of every resident 
in this state who has served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or 
Revenue-Marine Service of the United States in time of war, and 
received an honorable discharge therefrom; or lacking such amount 
of property in his own name, so much of the property of the wife of 
any such person as shall be necessary to equal said amount; and 
property to the amount of $1,000 of the widow resident in this state, 
or if there be no such widow, of the widowed mother resident in this 
state, of every person who has so served and has died either during 
his term of service or after receiving honorable discharge from said 
service; and the property to the amount of $1,000 of pensioned 
widows, fathers, and mothers, resident in this state, of soldiers, 
sailors, and marines who served in the Army, Navy, or Marine 
Corps, or Revenue-Marine Service of the United States, shall be 
exempt from taxation: Provided, That this exemption shall not 
apply to any person named herein ownii^ property of the value 
of $5,000 or more, or where the wife of such soldier or sailor owns 
property of the value of $5,000 or more. No exemption shall be 
made under the provisions of this act of the property of a person 
who is not a legal resident of this state. 

Sec IJ. All buildings and so much of the real property on which 
they are situated as may be required for the convenient use and 
occupation of said buildings, when the same are used solely and 
exclusively for religious worship, shall be free from taxation: Pro- 
vided, That no building so used which may be rented for religious 
purposes and rent received by the owner thereof, shall be exempt 
from taxation. 

Sec If. All bonds hereafter issued by the state of California, or 
by any county, city, towii, municipal corporation or district (in- 
cluding school, reclamation, and irrigation districts) within said 
state, shall be free and exempt from taxation. 

Sec 2. Land, and the improvements thereon, shall be separately 
assessed. Cultivated and uncultivated land, of the same quality 
and similarly situated, shall be assessed at the same value. 

Sec 3. Every traci of land containing more than 640 acres, and 
which has been sectionized by the United States Government, shall 
be assessed, for the purposes of taxation, by sections or fractions of 
sections. The legislature shall provide by law for the assessment, 
in small tracts, of all lands not sectionized by the United States 
Government. 

Sec. 6. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered or sus- 
pended by any grant or contract to which the state shall be a party. 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall have the power to provide by law 
for the payment of all taxes on real property by instalments, i 

Sec 8. The legislature shall bylaw require each taxpayer in this 
state to make and deliver to the county assessor, aianually, a state- 
ment, under oath, setting forth specifically all the real and personal 
property owned by such taxpayer, or in his possession, or under 
his control at 12 o'clock meridian on the first Monday of March. 

Sec. 9. A state board of equalization, consisting of one member 
from each congressional district in this state, as the same existed in 
1879, shall be elected by the qualified electors of their respective 
districts, at the general election to be held in the year 1896, and at 
each gubernatorial election thereafter, whose term of office shall be 
for four years, whose duty it shall be to equalize the valuation of the 
taxable property in the several counties of the state for the purposes 
of taxation. The controller of state shall be ex ofiicio a member of 
the board. The boards of supervisors of the several counties of the 
state shall constitute boards of equalization for their respective coun- 
ties whose duty it shall be to equalize the valuation of the taxable 
property in the county for the purposes of taxation: Provided, Such 
state and county boards of equalization are hereby authorized and 
empowered, under such rules of notice as the county boards may 
prescribe as to county assessments, and under such rules of notice 



as the state board may prescribe as to the action of the state board, 
to increase or lower the entire assessment roll, or any assessment 
contained therein, so as to equalize the assessment of the property 
contained in said assessment roll, and make the assessment conform 
to the true value in money of the property contained in said roll: 
Provided, That no board of equalization shall raise any mortgage, 
deed of trust, contract, or other obligation by which a debt is se- 
cured, money, or solvent credits, above its face value. The present 
state board of equalization shall continue in office until their suc- 
cessors, as herein provided for, shall be elected and shall qualify. 
The legislature shall have power to redistrict the state into four 
districts, as nearly equal in population as practical, and to provide 
for the elections of members of said board of equalization. 

Sec. 10. All property, except as otherwise in this constitution 
provided, shall be assessed in the county, city, city and town, town 
or township, or district in which it is situated, in the manner pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec lOJ. The personal property of every householder to the 
amount of $100, the articles to be selected by each householder, 
shall be exempt from taxation. 

Sec 11. Income taxes may be assessed to and collected from 
persons, corporations, joint-stock associations, or companies resi- 
dent or doing business in this state, or any one or more of them, in 
such cases and amounts, and in such manner, as shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall provide for the levy and collection 
of an annual poll tax of not less than $2 on every male inhabitant 
of this state over 21 and under 60 years of age, except paupers, 
idiots, insane persons, and Indians not taxed; said tax shall be 
paid into the state school fund. 

Sec. 12|. Fruit and nut-bearing trees under the age of 4 years 
from the time of planting in orchard form, and grapevines under 
the age of 3 years from the time of planting in vineyard form, 
shall be exempt from taxation, and nothing in this article shall be 
construed as subjecting such trees and grapevines to taxation. 

Sec 13. The legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this article. 

Sec 14. Taxes levied, assessed, and collected, as hereinafter pro- 
vided, upon railroads, including street railways, whether operated 
in one or more counties; sleeping car, dining car, drawing room car, 
and palace car companies; refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and other 
car loaning and other car companies operating upon railroads in this 
state; companies doing express business on any railroad, steamboat, 
vessel, or stage line in this state; telegraph companies; telephone 
companies; companies engaged in the transmission or sale of gas or 
electricity; insurance companies; banks, banking associations, sav- 
ings and loan societies, and trust companies; and taxesupon all fran- 
chises of every kind and nature, shall be entirely and exclusively 
for state purposes, and shall be levied, assessed, and collected in the 
manner hereinafter provided. The word "companies" as used in 
this section shall include persons, partnerships, joint-stock associa- 
tions, companies, and corporations. 

(a) All railroad companies, including street railways, whether 
operated in one or more counties; all sleeping car, dining car, 
drawing room car, and palace car companies; all refrigerator, oil, 
stock, fruit, and other car loaning and other car companies oper- 
ating upon the railroads in this state; all companies doing express 
business on any railroad, steamboat, vessel, or stage line in this 
state; all telegraph or telephone companies; and all companies en- 
gaged in the transmission or sale of gas or electricity shall annually 
pay to the state a tax upon their franchises, roadways, roadbeds, 
rails, rolling stock, poles, wires, pipes, canals, conduits, rights of 
way, and other property, or any part thereof used exclusively in 
the operation of their business in this state, computed as follows: 
Said tax shall be equal to the percentage hereinafter fixed upon 
the gross receipts from operation of such companies and each 
thereof within this state. When such companies are operating 
partly withm and partly without this state, the gross receipts 
within this state shall be deemed to be all receipts on business 
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beginning and ending within this state, and a proportion, based 
on the proportion of the mileage withia this state to the entire 
mileage over which such business is done, of receipts on all busi- 
ness passing through, into, or out of this state. 

The percentages above mentioned shall be as follows: On all 
railroad companies, including street railways, 4 per cent; on all 
sleeping car, dining car, drawing room car, palace car companies, 
refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and other car loaning and other car 
companies, 3 per cent; and all companies doing express business 
on any railroad, steamboat, vessel, or stage line, 2 per cent; on all 
telegraph and telephone companies, 3^ per cent; on all companies 
engaged in the transmission or sale of gas or electricity, 4 per cent. 

Such taxes shall be in lieu of all other taxes and licenses, state, 
county, and municipal, upon the property above enumerated of 
such companies except as otherwise in this section provided : Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein shall be construed to release any such 
company from the payment of any amount agreed to be paid or 
required by law to be paid for any special privilege or franchise 
granted by any of the municipal authorities of this state. 

(6) Every insurance company or association doing business in the 
state shall annually pay to the state a tax of IJ per cent upon the 
amount of the gross premiums received upon its business done in 
this state, less return premiums and reinsurance in companies or 
associations authorized to do business in this state : Provided, That 
there shall be deducted from said 1 J per cent upon the gross premi- 
ums the amount of any county and municipal taxes paid by such 
companies on real estate owned by them in this state. This tax 
shall be in Hen of all other taxes and licenses, state, county, and 
municipal, upon the property of such companies, except county and 
municipal taxes on real estate, and except as otherwise in this sec- 
tion provided : Provided, That when by the laws of any other state 
or country any taxes, fines, penalties, licenses, fees, deposits of 
moneys, or of securities, or other obligations or prohibitions, are 
imposed on insurance companies of this state, doing business in 
such other state or country, or upon their agents therein, in excess 
of such taxes, fines, penalties, licenses, fees, deposits of money, or 
of securities, or other obligations or prohibitions, imposed upon 
insurance companies of such other state or country, so long as such 
laws continue in force, the same obligations and prohibitions of 
whatsoever kind may be imposed by the legislature upon insurance 
companies of such other state or country doing business in this state. 

(c) The shares of capital stock of all banks, organized under the 
laws of this state, or of the United States, or of any other state and 
located in this state, shall be assessed and taxed to the owners or 
holders thereof by the state board of equalization, in the manner to 
be prescribed by law, in the city or town where the bank is located 
and not elsewhere. There shall be levied and assessed upon such 
shares of capital stock an annual tax, payable to the state, of 1 per 
cent upon the value thereof. The value of each share of stock in 
each bank, except such as are in liquidation, shall be taken to be 
the amount paid in thereon, together with its pro rata of the accumu- 
lated surplus and undivided profits. The value of each share of 
stock in each bank which is in liquidation shall be taken to be its 
pro rata of the actual assets of such bank. This tax shall be in lieu 
of all other taxes and licenses, state, county, and municipal, upon 
Buch shares of stock and upon the property of such banks, except 
county and municipal taxes on real estate and except as otherwise 
in this section provided. In determining the value of the capital 
Btock of any bank, there shall be deducted from the value, as defined 
above, the value as assessed for county taxes, of any real estate, 
other than mortgage interests therein, owned by such banks and thus 
taxed for county purposes. The banks shall be liable to the state 
for this tax and the same shall be paid to the state by them on behalf 
of the stockholders in the manner and at the time prescribed by law, 
and they shall have a lien upon the shares of stock and upon any 
dividends declared thereon to secure the amounts so paid. 

The moneyed capital, reserve surplus, undivided profits, and all 
other property belonging to unincorporated banks or bankers of this 
state, or held by any bank located in this state which has no shares of 



capital stock, or employed in this state by any branches, agencies,, 
or other representatives of any banks doing business outside of the 
state of CaUfomia, shall be likewise assessed and taxed to such banks 
or bankers by the said board of equalization, in the manner to be 
provided by law, and taxed at the rate that is levied upon the shares 
of capital stock of incorporated banks, as provided in the first para- 
graph of this subdivision. The value of said property shall be 
determined by taking the entire property invested in such business, 
together with all the reserve, surplus, and undivided profits, at their 
full cash value, and deducting therefrom the value as assessed for 
county taxes of any real estate, other than mortgage interests therein, 
owned by such bank and taxed for county purposes. Such taxes 
shall be in lieu of all other taxes and licenses, state, county, and 
municipal, upon the property of the banks and bankers mentioned 
in this paragraph, except county and municipal taxes on real estate 
and except as otherwise in this section provided. It is the inten- 
tion of this paragraph that all moneyed capital and property of the 
banks and bankers mentioned in this paragraph shall be assessed 
and taxed at the same rate as an incorporated bank, provided for in 
the first paragraph of this subdivision. In determining the value 
of the moneyed capital and property of the banks and bankers 
mentioned in this subdivision, the said state board of equalization 
shall include and assess to such banks all property and everything 
of value owned or held by them, which go to make up the value 
of the capital stock of such banks and bankers, if the same were 
incorporated and had shares of capital stock. 

The word "banks" as used in this subdivision shall include 
banking associations, savings and loan societies, and trust com- 
panies, but shall not include building and loan associations. 

(d) All franchises, other than those expressly provided for in this 
section, shall be assessed at their actual cash value, in the manner 
to be provided by law, and shall be taxed at the rate of 1 per centum 
per year, and the taxes collected thereon shall be exclusively for 
the benefit of the state. 

(e) Out of the revenues from the taxes provided for in this section, 
together with all other state revenues, there shall be first set apart 
the moneys to be applied by the state to the support of the public 
school system and the State University. In the event that the 
above-named revenues are at any time deemed insufficient to meet 
the aimual expenditures of the state, including the above-named 
expenditures for educational purposes, there may be levied, in the 
manner provided by law, a tax, for state pxirposes, on all the property 
in the state, including the classes of property enumerated in this 
section, sufficient to meet the deficiency. All property enumerated 
in subdivisions a, b, and d of this section shall be subject to taxation, 
in the manner provided by law, to pay the principal and interest of 
any bonded indebtedness created and outstanding by any city, 
city and county, county, town, township, or district, before the 
adoption of this section. The taxes so paid for principal and 
interest on such bonded indebtedness shall be deducted from the 
total amount paid in taxes for state purposes. 

(/) All the provisions of this section shall be self -executing and 
the legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry this section 
into effect, and shall provide for a valuation and assessment of the 
property enumerated in this section, and shall prescribe the duties 
of the state board of equalization and any other officers in connec- 
tion with the administration thereof. The rates of taxation fixed 
in this section shall remain in force until changed by the legisla- 
ture, two-thirds of all the members elected to each of the two houses 
voting in favor thereof. The taxes herein provided for shall become 
a lien on the first Monday in March of each year after the adoption 
of this section and shall become due and payable on the first Mon- 
day in July thereafter. The gross receipts and gross premiums 
herein mentioned shall be computed for the year ending the 31st 
day of December prior to the levy of such taxes and the value of 
any property mentioned herein shall be fixed as of the first Monday 
in March. Nothing herein contained shall affect any tax levied 
or assessed prior to the adoption of this section; and all laws in 
relation to such taxes in force at the time of the adoption of this 
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section shall remain in force until changed by the legislature. 
Until the year 1918 the state shall reimburse any and all counties 
which sustain loss of revenue by the withdrawal of railroad prop- 
erty from county taxation. The legislature shall provide for reim- 
bursement from the general funds of any county to districts therein 
where loss is occasioned in such districts by the withdrawal from 
local taxation of property taxed for state purposes only. 

(9) No injunction shall ever issue in any suit, action, or pro- 
ceeding in any court against this state or against any officer thereof 
to prevent or enjoin the collection of any tax levied under the 
provisions of this section; but after payment action may be main- 
tained to recover any tax illegally collected in such manner and 
at such time as may now or hereafter be provided by law. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 22. * * * That for the purpose of raising $5,000,000 to 
be used in establishing, maintaining, and supporting in the city 
and county of San Francisco, state of California, an exposition in 
conunemoration of the completing of the Panama Canal, to be known 
as the Panama-Pacific International Exposition, the state board 
of equalization shall, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1911, and 
for each fiscal year thereafter, to and including the fiscal year begin- 
iiing July 1, 1914, fix, establish, and levy such an ad valorem rate 
of taxation, as when levied upon all the taxable property in the 
state, after making due allowance for delinquency, shall produce 
for each of such fiscal years a sum of $1,250,000. The said taxes 
shall be levied, assessed, and collected upon every kind and char- 
acter of property in the state of California not exempt from taxa- 
tion under the law, and subject to taxation on the 1st day of July, 
1910, and in the same manner, and by the same method, as other 
state taxes are levied, assessed, and collected under the law, as the 
same existed on the 1st day of July, 1910. 

The state board of equalization shall each year, at the time it 
determines the amount of revenue required for other state pur- 
poses, determine, fix, and include the rate of tax necessary to raise 
the revenue herein provided for. 

There is hereby created in the state treasury a fund to be known 
as the Panama-Pacific International Exposition fund, and all 
moneys collected pursuant to this provision, after deducting the 
proportionate share of the expense for the collection of the same, 
shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to such fund. All 
moneys so paid into such fund are hereby appropriated, without 
reference f» fiscal years, for the use, establishment, maintenance, 
and support of said exposition. No tax, license fee, or charge of 
any kind or character shall ever be levied or assessed or charged 
against any property of said exposition, or against any property 
used as exhibit therein, while being used or exhibited in connec- 
tion therewith. 

Sec. 25. The legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any 
of the following enumerated cases; that is to say, * * * tenth, 
for the assessment or collection of taxes; * * * thirteenth, ex- 
tending the time for the collection of taxes, * » * twentieth, 
exempting property from taxation. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 6. * * * The entire revenue derived from the state 
school fund and from the general state school tax shall be applied 
exclusively to the support of day and evening elementary schools; 
but the legislature may authorize and cause to be levied a special 
state school tax for the support of day and evening secondary schools 
and technical schools, or either of such schools, included in the 
public school system; and all revenue derived from such special 
tax shall be applied exclusively to the support of the schools for 
which said special tax shall be levied. 

Sec 10. All property now or hereafter held in trust for the found- 
ing, maintenance, or benefit of the Leland Stanford Junior Uni- 



versity, or of any department thereof, may be exempted by special 
act from state taxation, and all personal property so held; the Palo 
Alto farm as described in the endowment grants to the trustees of 
the university, and all other real property so held and used by the 
university, for educational purposes exclusively, may be similarly 
exempted from county and municipal taxation: Provided, That 
residents of California shall be charged no fees for tuition unless 
such fees be authorized by act of the legislature. 

Sec. 11. All property now or hereafter belonging to the California 
School of Mechanical Arts, having its school buildings located in the 
city and county of San Francisco, shall be exempt from taxation. 
The legislature may modify, suspend, and revive at will the exemp- 
tion from taxation herein given. 

Sec. 12. All property now or hereafter belonging to the California 
Academy of Sciences, having its buildings located in the city and 
county of San Francisco, shall be exempt from taxation. The legis- 
lature may modify, suspend, and revive at will the exemption 
herein given. 

Sec 13. All property now or hereafter belonging to the Cogswell 
Polytechnic College, having its buildings located in the city and 
county of San Francisco, shall be exempt from taxation. The 
legislature may modify, suspend, and revive at will the exemption 
herein given. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 7J. Any county may frame a charter for its own government 
consistent with and subject to the constitution * * * by sub- 
mitting the question at a general or special election * * * for 
the formation, in such counties, of road districts for the care, main- 
tenance, repair, inspection, and supervision only of roads, high- 
ways, and bridges; * * * for the organization, government, 
powers, and jurisdiction of such districts and divisions, and for 
raising revenue therein, for such purposes, by taxation, upon the 
assent of a majority of the qualified electors of such districts or divi- 
sions, * * * for the incurring of indebtedness therefor by such 
counties, districts, or divisions for such purposes, * * * and for 
levying and collecting taxes against the property of the counties, 
districts, or divisions, for the payment of the principal and interest 
of such indebtedness at maturity. 

Sec 12. The legislature shall have no power to impose taxes upon 
counties, cities, towns, or other public or municipal corporations, 
or upon the inhabitants or property thereof, for county, city, town", 
or other municipal purposes, but may, by general laws, vest in the 
corporate authorities thereof the power to assess and collect taxes 
for such purposes. 

Sec 13. The legislature shall not delegate to any special com- 
mission, private corporation, company, association, or individual 
any power * * * to levy taxes or assessments. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors, elected for four years. 

(2) The county auditor, elected for four years. 

(3) The county collectors, who are usually ex officio the license 
collectors, elected for four years. 

(4) The county boards of supervisors, who act ex officio as county 
boards of equalization. 

(5) The state board of equalization, consisting of the state con- 
troller and four members elected by districts, for four years, assesses 
the franchises and gross earnings of public service and certain other 
corporations and pe forms numerous other duties. 

(6) The state controller, elected for four years. 

(7) The state treasurer, elected for four years. 

Certain cities may elect their own assessors and tax 
collectors for municipal taxation. 
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State Revenues. 

a. general pkoperty taxes. 

The only general property tax now levied by the 
state is for the Panama Exposition. The law authoriz- 
ing this tax provides that : 

The state board of equalization shall, for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1911, and for each fiscal year thereafter to and including the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1914, fix, establish, and levy such an 
ad valorem rate of taxation as, when levied upon all the taxable 
property in the state, after making due allowance for delinquency, 
shall produce for each of such fiscal years a sum of $1,250,000. The 
said tax shaU be levied, assessed, and collected upon every kind 
and character of property in the state of California, not exempt from 
taxation under the law, and subject to taxation on the 1st day of 
July, 1910; and in the same manner and by the same method as 
other state taxes are levied, assessed, and collected, under the law, 
as the same existed on the 1st day of July, 1910. 

The property subject to this tax, method of assess- 
ment, collection, etc., is the same as for coimty taxa- 
tion. (See County Revenues.) 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant of this state over 21 and 
Tinder 60 years of age, except paupers, insane persons, 
and Indians not taxed, must annually pay a poll tax 
of $2, which is due and becomes a lien on property the 
first Monday in March. If not paid prior to the first 
Monday in August, the tax becomes $3. After the 
first Monday in January, if still unpaid, 33J per cent 
is added, and it is collected by the tax collector in the 
same manner as other delinquent taxes. The assessor 
is allowed 15 per cent for the collection of poll taxes 
and the tax collector 25 per cent for the collection of 
delinquent poll taxes. The proceeds of this tax are 
paid into the covmty treasury to be subsequently paid 
to the state for the exclusive use of the state school 
fund. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

With the exception of certain transfers mentioned 
below which are exempt from the tax, an inheritance 
tax is imposed on the following transfers of any prop- 
erty, real, personal, or mixed : 

When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws 
or homestead laws of the state, from any person dying ' 
seized or possessed of property while a resident of the 
state, or by any probate homestead set apart from said 
property. 

When the transfer is by will or intestate laws of 
property within the state and the decedent was a non- 
resident of the state at the time of his death. 

When the transfer of property in the state is made 
by a resident or nonresident without valuable and 
adequate consideration, in contemplation of the death 
of the person transferring. 

The basis of the tax and the amounts exempt are as 

follows : 

Passing to the husband, wife, lineal issue, lineal ancestor of the 
■decedent, or any legally adopted child, or any lineal issue thereof, 



1 per cent of the clear value thereof. Property to the value of 
$24,000 transferred to the widow or a minor child, and of $10,000 to 
each of the other persons described, is exempt. 

Passing to a brother or sister or descendant thereof, of the dece- 
dent, a wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of the 
decedent, at the rate of 2 per cent of the clear value. Property to 
the value of $2,000 passing to this class is exempt. 

Passing to a brother or sister of the father or mother, or a descend- 
ant of a brother or sister of the father or mother of the decedent, 
at the rate of 3 per cent of the clear value. Property to the value 
of $1,500 passing to this class is exempt. 

Passing to a brother or sister of the grandfather, or grandmother, 
or a descendant of a brother or sister of the grandfather or grand- 
mother of the decedent, at the rate of 4 per cent of the clear value. 
Property to the value of $1,000 passing to this class is exempt. 

Passing to a person in any other degree of collateral consanguinity 
than is hereinbefore stated, or a stranger in blood or a body politic, 
or corporate, at the rate of 5 per cent of the clear value. Property to 
the value of $500 passing to this class is exempt. 

The foregoing rates are termed the primary rates. 
When the market value of such property or interest 
exceeds $26,000, the rate of tax on such excess is 
as foUows: 

Upon all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, two times the 
primary rates. 

Upon all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, three times the 
primary rates. 

Upon all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, four times the 
primary rates. 

Upon all in excess of $500,000, five times the primary rates. 

Transfers exempt from this tax are: Property transferred to socie- 
ties, corporations, and institutions now or hereafter exempted by 
law from taxation; or to any public corporation, or to any society, 
corporation, institution, or association, devoted to any charitable, 
benevolent, educational, public or other like work, or to any person 
in trust therefor (pecuniary profit not being its object or purpose). 

The superior court fixes the value of the property 
and the amount of the tax, based on the report of the 
inheritance tax appraisers. 

The tax is a Hen upon the property transferred, and 
the administrator is required to deduct the tax before 
dehvering the property. 

The tax is due immediately upon the death of dece- 
dent and if paid within six months, a discount of 5 
per cent is allowed. If not paid within 18 months, 
interest at the rate of 10 per cent is charged from 
the time said tax accrued, unless in the judgment of 
the court the delay was unavoidable, in which case 
only 7 per cent is charged from the expiration of said 
18 months. 

The proceeds of this tax are paid into the state 
treasury, up to $250,000, for the use of the state school 
fund, and the excess over $250,000, for the general 
fund. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Taxes levied, assessed, and collected as hereinafter 
provided, upon railroads, including street railways, 
whether operated in one or more counties; all car 
companies operating upon railroads in this state; 
companies doing express business in this state; tele- 
graph and telephone companies; companies engaged 
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in the transmission or sale of gas or electricity; in- 
surance companies; banks, banking associations, sav- 
ings and loan societies and trust companies; and taxes 
upon aU franchises of every kind and nature, shall be 
entirely and exclusively for state purposes, and shall 
be levied, assessed, and collected in the manner herein- 
after provided. The word "companies" as used in 
this section, shall include persons, partnerships, joiat- 
stock associations, companies, and corporations. 

a. Public service corporations. — Such person or officer as the state 
board of equalization may designate shall, on or before the first 
Monday in March of each year, file with the said board a report 
signed and sworn to showing in detail for the year ending the Slst 
day of December preceding: A detailed report of its operative '■ prop- 
erty; amount of capital stock issued; dividends paid during the 
year preceding; funded and floating debts; market value of stocks 
and bonds; amounts expended for improvements; gross receipts 
from operation; operating and other expenses and such other matters 
as the state board shall deem necessary to enable it to assess and 
levy taxes against such companies. Said tax shall be equal to the 
percentages hereinafter fixed upon the gross receipts from operation, 
and when such companies are operating partly within and partly 
without this state, the gross receipts on business beginning and end- 
ing within this state and a proportion based upon the proportion of 
the mileage within this state to the entire mileage over which such 
business is done, of the receipts on all business passing through, 
into, or out of this state. The' percentages above mentioned shall 
be as follows: Railroad companies, including street railways, 4 per 
cent; palace car companies and private car line companies, 3 per 
cent; express companies, 2 per cent; telegraph and telephone com- 
panies, 3 J per cent; companies engaged in the transmission or sale 
of gas or electricity, 4 per cent. 

6. Insurance companies. — Insurance companies report to the in- 
surance commissioner, who in turn must, on or before the last day 
of March in each year, make and file with the state board of equali- 
zation a report showing all companies engaged in business in this 
state; total amount of gross premiums received; amount of retxurn 
premiums and reinsurance; amount of any county and municipal 
taxes paid on real estate; companies that are subject to a higher 
rate on account of a retaliatory law. Every insurance company 
doing business in this state shall annually pay to the state a tax of 
IJ per cent upon the amount of gross premiums received upon its 
business in this state, less return premiums and reinsurance and 
the amount of any county and municipal taxes paid on real estate 
owned by them in this state: Provided, That this state shall impose 
the same taxes and licenses upon insurance companies of another 
state or country as such other state or country imposes upon in- 
svu-ance companies of this state. 

c. Banks. — Such officer as the state board of equalization may 
determine shall, on the first Monday in March or within 10 days 
thereafter, make and file with said board a statement showing the 
condition of such bank on the first Monday in March; amount of 
authorized capital stock; number of shares issued and par value 
thereof; amount received for stock issued; amount of surplus and 
undivided profits, if any; list of names of stockholders and number 
of shares held by each, or in the case of unincorporated banks, and of 
banks having no capital stock, the moneyed capital, reserve, sur- 
plus, undivided profits, and other taxable property; also, for all 
banks, a description and value of real estate assessed for county 
taxation. The shares of capital stock of all banks are assessed and 
taxed to the owners or holders thereof by the state board of equali- 
zation, in the city or town where the bank is located, and not else- 
where, at 1 per cent of the value thereof. The value shall be 
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taken to be the amount paid in thereon, with its pro rata of the 
accumulated surplus and undivided profits. The tax may be 
paid by the bank on behalf of the stockholders. In determining 
the value of capital, the value of any real estate owned by such bank, 
as assessed for county taxes, shall be deducted. Nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to relieve any bank in this state from 
the payment of the charges for examination. 

d. Franchises. — The secretary of state is to report to the board of 
equalization before the 1st day of AprU the names, principal places, 
date of incorporation, authorized capital-stock, and funded debt of 
all 'corporations doing business in this state. 

The owner or holder of every franchise in this state, 
subject to taxation, shall, within ten days after the 
first Monday in March, make a written sworn state- 
ment showing the condition, obligation, or burden im- 
posed upon such franchise, or under which the same 
is enjoyed; the name and nature of the company; 
amount of authorized capital stock; funded and float- 
ing debts; market value of stock and bonds; the as- 
sessed value of its property; divid,ends paid during the 
year ending December 31 preceding; gross receipts; 
operating and other expenses; and such other matters 
as the board may deem necessary. AU franchises 
other than those mentioned under a, h, and c above 
shall be assessed at their actual cash value after mak- 
ing due deduction for good will, and shall be taxed at 
the rate of 1 per cent each year. These franchises 
shall include the actual exercise of the right to be a 
corporation and do business Iz this state; also the 
right, authority, franchise, or permission to maintain 
wharves, ferries, toll roads, and toll bridges, and to 
construct, maintain, or operate in, under, above, upon, 
through, or along any streets, highways, pubhc places 
or waters, any mains for conducting water, oil, or 
other substance. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to release any cor- 
poration from the payment of an annual license tax. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to release any com- 
pany from the payment of any amount agreed to be paid or required 
by law to be paid, now or hereafter, for any special privilege or 
franchise granted by any of the municipal authorities of this state. 

The state board of equalization shall meet at the capitol on the 
first Monday in March and complete its assessment and levy for 
state taxes by the first Monday in July. 

The state board of equalization may, for good cause shown, ex- 
tend for not exceeding 30 days the time for filing any report herein 
provided for. 

The gross receipts and gross premiums herein mentioned shall be 
computed for the year ending the 31st day of December prior to the 
levy of such taxes, and the value of any property mentioned herein 
shall be fixed as of the first Monday in March. 

All the property enumerated herein, except banks, shall be 
subject to taxation, in the manner provided by law, to pay the 
principal and interest of any bonded indebtedness created and 
outstanding by any city, city and county, county, town, township, 
or district before November 8, 1910; the taxes so paid for principal 
and interest on such bonded indebtedness shall be deducted from 
the total amount paid in taxes for state purposes. 

Out of th3 revenues from the taxes provided for herein, together 
with all other state revenues, there shall first be set apart the moneys 
to be applied by the state to the public school system and the state 
university. 
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The taxes provided for herein are due and payable the first Mon- 
day in July and one-half become delinquent on the sixth Monday 
thereafter, and unless paid prior thereto, 15 per cent shall be added, 
and unless paid prior to the first Monday in February, 5 per cent 
additional shall be added. The remaining one-half of said taxes 
shall become delinquent on the first Monday in February, and 5 per 
cent shall be added if not paid prior thereto. 

All taxes which are not secured by real estate are due and payable 
at the time the assessment is made. When in the opinion of the 
state board of equalization there is not sufficient real property to 
secure the payment of taxes, it may authorize the controller to 
collect same before the first Monday in August either by seizure or 
sale. Within three days after the first Monday in February, the 
controller shall notify all companies whose taxes are delinquent, 
that if they are not paid by the first Monday in March such com- 
panies shall forfeit their right to do business in this state. 

Any company or person failing or refusing to make and furnish 
any report prescribed ia this act, or rendering a false or fraudulent 
report, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not 
less than $300 and not exceeding $5,000 for each offense. 

License tax on corporations.^ — ^When authorized capital stock does 
not exceed $10,000, $10; more than $10,000 but not exceeding* 
$20,000, $15; more than $20,000 but not exceeding $50,000, $20; 
more than $50,000 but not exceeding $100,000, $25; more than 
$100,000 but not exceeding $250,000, $50; more than $250,000 but 
not exceeding $500,000, $75; more than $500,000 but not exceeding 
$2,000,000, $100; more than $2,000 000 but not exceeding $5,000,000, 
$200; more than $5,000,000, $250. 

New companies filing articles of incorporation between July 1 
and September 30 shall pay the full amount of license tax; between 
October 1 and December 31, three-fourths of the full amount; be- 
tween January 1 and March 31, one-half of the full amount ; between 
April 1 and June 30, one-fourth of the full amount. This license tax 
is due on the 1st day of July. If not paid on or before the 1st day 
of September, it becomes delinquent and a penalty of $10 is added; 
if not paid by November 30 the corporation forfeits its charter (or 
right to do business), but same may be revived by payment of license 
and penalty. All educational, religious, scientific, and charitable 
corporations, and other corporations not organized for pecuniary 
profit, are exempt from this license tax. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Paid into state treasury annually unless otherwise stated. In- 
surance broker, placing insurance in unlicensed companies, $25 
and 3 per cent of gross premiums collected, less 3 per cent of all 
return premiums on policies canceled or reduced; fraternal benefit 
associations, $10; exchange of indemnity in insurance companies, 
$10; building and loan associations, not less than $10; appropriating 
water for generating electricity or other power, 10 cents for each 
horsepower over 100; itinerant vendor of drugs, $200; hunter's 
license, resident, $1; nonresident, $10; alien, $25; to fish for profit, 
citizenof the United States, $2.50; alien, $10; wholesale fish dealer, 
citizen, of the United States, $5; alien, $20; to engage in business of 
manufacturing, selling, or dealing in oleomargarine, or any sub- 
stance designed to be used as a substitute for butter, manufacturers, 
$100; wholesale dealers, $50; retail, $5; hotel keeper serving oleo- 
margarine, $2; employment agencies, cities of first, first and a half, 
and second classes, $50; cities of third and fourth classes, $25; all 
others, $6; architects, $5; to practice optometry, $5; dentistry, 
$2; pharmacy, $3; license for stallions and jacks, $1; insurance 
agent, $1. 

' It is evident that the license tax on corporations reaches the 
same source as the franchise tax. A judicial decision in 1912 holds 
that the license tax based on the amount of capital stock is void 
insofar as foreign corporations and all those doing wholly or partly 
an interstate business are concerned. This is on the ground that 
such license taxis an illegal interference with interstate commerce. 
(125 Pac. Rep., 236.) 



Ex-Union soldiers and sailors are permitted to sell or hawk goods 
without a license. 

Optometry, examination fee, $20; certificate of registration, $5; 
dentistry, application fee, $25; registration, 50 cents; pharmacy, 
application, $10; registration, $15; certificate, $5; stallions and 
jacks, registration, $2.50; architecture, application fee, $15; cer- 
tificate, $5; exchange of indemnity in insurance companies, cer- 
tificate of authority, $50; appropriating water for generating elec- 
tricity, application, $10; fee for license, $100; collected by the 
secretary of state and paid into the general fund of the state treasury, 
except that $3,500 is credited to the state library fund; for filing 
articles of incorporation, capital stock $25,000 or less, $15; $25,000 
to $75,000, $25; $75,000 to $200,000, $50; $200,000 to $500,000, $75; 
$500,000 to $1,000,000, $100; over $1,000,000, $50 additional for 
each $500,000 or fraction thereof over $1,000,000; filing articles of 
incorporation without capital stock, $5; cooperative associations, 
$15; for copy of dociunent filed in his office, 20 cents per folio; 
affixing certificate and seal of state, $2; recording articles of incor- 
poration, 20 cents per folio; issuing certificate of incorporation, $3; 
filing certificate of increase of capital stock, $5 for every $50,000 or 
fraction thereof of such increase; various other fees ranging from $1 
to $5; candidates for state office or for the United States Senate pay 
a filing fee of $50; candidates for Representative in Congress or for 
any office, except for member of senate and assembly, to be voted 
for in any district comprising more than one county, pay a filing 
fee of $10; registering motor vehicles, $2. 

For filing copy of articles of incorporation, $55; filing annual 
statement, $20; insurance companies organized under the laws of 
another state, for £ling bond, $5; appointment of agent, $5; each 
certificate issued, $5; registering each policy, $1; annual certificate 
of authority, $10; and various other fees. 

For certificate authorizing an issue of bonds, or other evidence of 
indebtedness, $1 for each $1,000 of the face value of the authorized 
issue or fraction thereof up to $1,000,000, and 50 cents for each $1,000 
over $1,000,000, with a minimum fee in any case o^ $250; various 
other fees. 

Eighty per cent is credited to general state fund and 20 per cent 
to supreme court library fund. 

FiUng transcript on appeal $10; petition for rehearing, $2.50; 
motion to dismiss appeal, $2.50; petition for writs, $7.50; certificate 
of admission to bar, $10; certificate under seal, $1. The clerk of the 
three district courts of appeal receives the same fees, which must be 
paid into the state treasury, 50 per cent to the general fund and 50 
per cent to the library fund of the district court of appeals. 

Certificate of purchase, $3; patent, $5; certifying contested case 
to court, $10. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in California. 
County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state not exempt by law is subject to general 
county taxation except the operative property of 
pubHc service corporations, banks, and insurance 
companies, which are taxed, on their gross receipts for 
the support of the state government, as explained 
under state revenue, and whose property is subject 
to county taxation only for the pm-pose of paying 
indebtedness outstanding on Nov. 8, 1910, and 
interest thereon. The word "property" includes 
moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, dues, franchises, and 
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all other matters and things, real, personal, and 
mixed, capable of private ownership. 

(1) "Real estate" includes tlie possession of, claim to, ownership 
of, or right to the possession of land; all mines, minerals, and 
quarries, in and under the land; all timber belonging to individuals 
or corporations, growing or being on the laads of the United States, 
and all rights and privileges appertaining thereto. 

(2) " Improvements " include all buildings, structures, fixtures, 
fences, and improvements erected upon or affixed to the land except 
telephone or telegraph lines; all fruit, nut-bearing, or ornamental 
trees and vines, not of natural growth, excepting fruit and nut- 
bearing trees under 4 years of age and grapevines under 3 years of 
age; and alfalfa after the first year's planting. 

(.3) "Personal property'' includes everything which is the sub- 
ject of ownership not included within the meaning of the terms 
" real estate " or " improvements." " Value " and " full cash value' ' 
mean the amount at which the property would be taken in payment 
of a just debt from a solvent debtor. " Credits " mean those solvent 
debts not secured by mortgage or trust deed owing to the person, 
firm, corporation, or association assessed. 

(4) "Debt" means those unsecured liabilities owing by the per- 
son, firm, corporation, or association assessed to bona fide residents 
of this state, or firms, associations, or corporations doing business 
therein. 

The law exempts the following property from taxa- 
tion: 

Property of the United States, this state, or any county or munic- 
ipal corporation within this state. All buildings and so much of 
the real property as may be required for the convenient use thereof 
when used solely and exclusively for religious worship; except that 
property rented, and rent received, for such purposes, shall not be 
exempt. Property used for free public libraries and free museums, 
growing crops, and property used exclusively for public schools. 

Fruit and nut-bearing trees under the age of 4 years, from the 
time of planting in orchard form, and grapevines under the age of 
3 years, from the time of planting in the vineyard form. 

The personal property of every householder to the amount of 
$100. 

All bonds issued by the state of California, or by any county, 
city, and town, municipal corporation, or district, within said state. 

Cemetery lands and property of rural cemetery associations. 

Property to the amount of $1,000 of every resident in this state, 
who has served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Bevenue- 
Marine Service of the United States in time of war, and received 
an honorable discharge therefrom; or the widow, widowed mother, 
pensioned widow, father, and mother of such resident: Provided, 
That this exemption shaU not apply to any person named herein 
owning property to the value of $5,000 or more. 

Funds of fraternal benefit societies. 

Mortgages, deeds of trust, contracts, or other obligations by which 
a debt is secured, when land is pledged as security for the payment 
thereof, together with the money represented by such debt. 

Property belonging to the Leland Stanford Junior University, 
including the Palo Alto farm, the California School of Mechanical 
Arts, the California Academy of Sciences, and the Cogswell Poly- 
technic College. 

Property of Panama-Pacific Exposition or any property used as 
exhibit therein, while being used or exhibited in connection 
therewith. 

6. Assessment. — All taxable property, except cer- 
tain property enumerated under subdivisions a, h, 
and d of section 14, article 13, of the constitution, 
which is subject to county taxation only for the pay- 
ment of indebtedness outstanding November 8, 1910, 
and which is assessed by the state board of equahzation 



and apportioned to the counties, is required to be 
assessed at its true cash value annually for county 
purposes by the county assessors. The assessment 
refers to noon of the first Monday in March. It is 
made on the basis of a sworn statement to be obtained 
by the assessor from the taxpayers. Persons who 
refuse to furnish the statement required forfeit for 
each and every refusal the smn of $1,000, one-half 
to be paid into the county treasury and the remain- 
ing one-haJf to be retained by the assessor. 

The assessment as above made is the only basis of taxation for the 
county, school, and road districts; but certain cities and towns may 
have a separate valuation as the basis of municipal taxes. 

"Land and improvements" are assessed separately. Cultivated 
and uncultivated land of the same quality and similarly situated are 
assessed at the same value. 

Lands sold by the state or the United States for whicn no patent 
has been issued are assessed the same as other lands, but the owner 
is entitled to a deduction equal to the amount due. 

Lands are assessed in parcels not exceeding 640 acres, and tracts 
of land surveyed by the United States Government are assessed by 
sections or fractions of sections. 

In assessing solvent credits not secured by mortgage a deduction 
is made of debts due to bona fide residents of the state. 

Deposits in savings and loan corporations are, for purposes of 
taxation, deemed an interest in the property of the corporation and 
are not assessed to the depositor. 

Real estate of banks and in8\irance companies is assessed for 
county and municipal taxation; also nonoperative property of 
public service corporations. 

Vessels that are required to be registered, except ferryboats, are 
assessed in the county where registered, enrolled, or licensed; ves- 
sels which are registered out of the state, but ply in waters within 
the state and are owned by residents of the state, must be assessed 
in the state. 

Where ferries connect more than one county, the wharves, store- 
houses and all stationary property, belonging to such ferries must 
be assessed in the county where located. The value of the fran- 
chise and water craft, and of all toll bridges connecting more than 
one county must be assessed in equal proportions in the counties 
connected by such ferries or toll bridges. 

All boats and small craft not required to be registered must be 
assessed in the county where their ownet resides. 

Any property ^vilfully concealed, removed, transferred, or mis- 
represented by the owner, or agent thereof, to evade taxation, upon 
discovery shall be assessed at not exceeding ten times its value. 

Any property discovered by the assessor to have escaped assess- 
ment for the preceding year, if such property is in the ownership 
or control of the same person who owned or controlled it for such 
preceding year, may be assessed at double its value. 

Water ditches constructed for mining, manufacturing, or irrigat- 
ing purposes, and wagon and turnpike toll roads are assessed as real 
estate at a rate per mile for that portion of the property lying within 
each county. 

Mortgages are treated as interests in the property affected, except 
as to railroad and other (juasi public corporations. The value of 
the property less the value of the security is taxed to the owner of 
the property; the value of the security, to the owner thereof; both 
in the county, city or district where the property affected thereby 
is located. The parties, however, may by contract provide that 
the debtor pay the whole tax. 

c. Equalization. — The board of equalization of each 
county meets on the first Monday of July in each year 
to equaUze the assessment between individuals and to 
increase or lower any valuation contained in the roll 
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to make the assessment conform to the true value <)i 
the property in money, and in general to revise the list 
of the county. The board can make no reduction in 
the valuation of property unless the party affected 
thereby files under oath an application therefor. 

The state board of equahzation prescribes rules 
and regulations governing the county board of equah- 
zation and county assessors; equalizes the valuation 
of the taxable property of the several counties; in- 
creases or lowers the entire assessment roll so as to 
equahze the assessment of the property contained in 
said roll and make the assessment conform to the true 
value in money; and fixes the rate of state taxation 
whenever it becomes necessary to use the general 
property tax for state revenue. On the second Mon- 
day in August the county auditor is to report to the 
state board the value of each piece of real estate be- 
longing to each bank in his county assessed for county 
taxation. If found to be assessed above its full cash 
value, the said board shall fix the true value which 
shall be the sole basis for county taxation. The same 
shall be done in respect to real estate owned by in- 
surance companies. 
2. Rate. 

The board of supervisors of each county fixes an- 
nually the rate of county taxes, designating the nmnber 
of cents levied on each SlOO of property for each fund. 

There is a limit of 50 cents on each $100 to pay bonded in- 
debtedness. 

The county tax for road district purposes levied on all property 
outside the limits of incorporated towns and cities is limited to 40 
cents per $100 of assessed valuation, but the supervisors may, with 
the consent of voters, levy a special tax not to exceed 50 cents on 
each $100 to protect roads from storm waters and floods. The super- 
visors have power to levy a special road fund tax of not to exceed 
2 mills on the dollar of all property in the county outside of incor- 
porated cities and towns for the construction and maintenance of 
the county highways in the several road districts in proportion to 
the amount collected in each district, and in addition, upon the 
petition of a majority of the property owners of any road district, it 
shall be their duty to levy a special road fund tax of not to exceed 
2 mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation of all the property in 
the district, for the maintenance of the pubKc highways therein. 
Also to levy a special sanitary tax of not to exceed one-half mill on 
the dollar of assessed valuation of all the property in the county 
outside of incorporated cities and towns for the purpose of general 
sanitation. 

• Whenever any county highway is improved under a county bond 
issue, which bond issue covers all property of the county, the board 
of supervisors must annually, for each fiscal year, levy a tax not to 
exceed 3 cents on each $100 of value of taxable property of the 
county, for each 100 miles of county highways improved under the 
bond issue therefor, to be collected same as other taxes and kept in 
a fund known as "Tlie county highway maintenance fund." 

By a two-thirds vote of any county board of supervisors a special 
tax is authorized for the creation of a fund to be used in the exhi- 
bition of products of the county at any domestic or foreign exposi- 
tion. The rate for such tax is limited to 6 mills. 

In counties where a lighting district has been established the 
board of supervisors must levy a special tax upon all the property 
within the district at the equalized value thereof. The rate must 
be sufficient in amount for the installation, maintenance or addition 
of lights, or all of these purposes. 



The assessor shall be governed as to the amount of taxes to be col- 
lected by him upon the personal property unsecured by real 
property by the rate for the previous year. 

3. Collection. 

Except for certain taxes on personal property, and 
the taxes on public utility companies to pay bonded 
indebtedness and interest thereon, county taxes are 
collected by the county tax collector. They may be 
paid in two instalments. The first instalment, which 
includes all taxes on personal property and one-half 
the taxes on real property, becomes due the second 
Monday in October, and delinquent on the last Mon- 
day in November. The remaining one-half of the 
taxes on real property is payable the first Monday in 
January and delinquent the last Monday in April. 
Penalties of 15 per cent are added to the first and 5 
per cent to the second instalment for delinquency, 
with 5 per cent more on the first if not paid when 
the second is due. 

The taxes of public utility companies are collected 
by the state treasurer and by him paid over to the 
county. 

Taxes on land and improvements are a lien on the property 
assessed, and taxes on personal property are a lien on all the prop- 
erty, real and personal, of the owner. The liens attach as of the 
first Monday in March. 

Land on which taxes are delinquent is sold to the state by oper- 
ation of law upon publication of the delinquent list in June. The 
controller may, instead, bring an action for taxes amounting to 
over $300. 

The tax collector must collect, in addition to the taxes due on the 
delinquent list, together with the penalties for delinquency, 50 
cents on each lot, piece, or tract of land separately assessed, and 
on each assessment of personal property, which shall be paid to the 
county and be placed to the credit of the salary fund. 

In all cases where land has been sold for delinquent taxes, same 
may be redeemed within 5 years, by the owner, his heirs, ad- 
ministrators, executors or other successors, in interest, by paying 
the amount of all penalties and costs thereon and the aggregate 
amount of taxes with interest at the rate of 7 per cent. The penal- 
ties are as follows: If redeemed within 6 months, 10 per cent; 1 year, 
20 per cent; 2 years, 30 per cent; 3 years, 40 per cent; 4 years, 45 per 
cent; 5 years, 50 per cent. 

When state lands upon which the full purchase price has not 
been paid, have been sold to the state for delinquent taxes, the 
said lands shall again become subject to entry and sale, except 
that the former possessors or owners of the land, their heirs or 
assigns, shall be preferred purchasers thereof for the period of six 
months, upon payment of all taxes, penalties, and costs. 

Taxes on possessory claims to land and personal property belong- 
ing to persons who own no real estate to secure such taxes are col- 
lected by the assessor at the time of making the assessment. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The board of supervisors may levy annually on each 
male person over 21 and under 55 years of age in each 
road district a road poll tax not exceeding $3. It is 
collected by the county assessor in the same manner 
as the state poll tax. Thirty-five per cent may be 
apportioned to the general road fund of the county 
and the balance to the districts of the county from 
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wliicli collected, to be expended therein. On notice 
from the road overseer, employers are responsible for 
road taxes assessed against employees. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance and corporation taxes for 
the county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Boards of supervisors of the counties of the state, in 
the exercise of their police powers, have power to 
license every kind of business not prohibited by law, 
and all exhibitions and games carried on in the covmty. 

The supervisors fix the rates of license taxes for the 
county. 

It is the duty of the tax collector to make inquiry 
as to persons liable to pay any license in his county. 
He collects $1 fee for each license issued, which goes 
into the salary fund of the county. 

Licenses are classified generally with regard to 
amount of monthly sales or valuation of the business. 

The licenses are as follows: 

Animals for propagation, $10 to $75 per annum (these entitle 
the holder to go into any county of the state for purposes of prop- 
agation without further license or expense); billiard tables and 
bowling alleys, each $5 per quarter; brokers and trust companies 
buying and selling notes, stocks, gold and silver bullion, $3 to $100 
per quarter; auctioneers, $7.50 to $400 per quarter; theaters, $200 
to $300 per quarter, $400 to $600 per year; circus, $5 to $10 for 
each performance; peddler, $5 per month, with wagon, $15 per 
month; intelligence office, $15 per quarter; livery stable, $1 to $50 
per month; merchants, $1 to $50 per month; pawnbroker, $30 per 
quarter; retaU liquor license, in quantities of less than one quart, 
$5 to $40 per month; the license for toll bridges and ferries must 
not exceed 10 per cent of the tolls annually collected. 

The county clerk collects the following fees: 

Commencing proceedings in superioi; court, $5; filing petition for 
letters of administration, $5; filing petition to contest will, $3; 
filing appearance of defendant, $2; placing action on calendar for 
hearing, $2; motion for new trial, $2; marriage license, $2; and 
various fees ranging from 10 cents to $1. Other fees are collected by 
varioxis other county oflicers. All fees directed to be paid into the 
county treasm:y are set apart as a salary fund for the county officers. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to taxation for municipal 
revenues is the same as that for county purposes. 
The assessment made by the county assessor and 
equalized as above described may be the basis of 
taxation, but certain cities may elect to have their 
own assessors and make a separate valuation. 

2. Rate — 

The rate is fixed by the municipal authorities, sub- 
ject to a general limitation that it may not exceed 
$1 on each $100 for general purposes. 

A municipality may, however, for public improve- 
ments levy a special tax in addition to the above. The 



rate for such special tax is limited to 5 mills,^ and for 
providing parks and music and for advertising pur- 
poses an additional rate of IJ mills is allowed. 

Sewer districts may be organized in any city and a 
special tax levied on the property within the districts. 
Several cities may jointly form a water district and a 
special tax may be levied on property included within 
the bounds of such district. 
3. Collection — 

The collection may be as for county taxes or by local 
collectors, which is usually the case when a separate 
assessment is made. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities of the third, fifth, and sixth classes are empow- 
ered to levy a street poll tax of $2 on male inhabitants 
between the ages of 2 1 and 60 years. In cities no other 
(i. e., no county) road poll tax may be levied. In cities 
of the fifth class members of any voluntary fire depart- 
ment are exempt from street poll taxation. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The legislative bodies of incorporated cities and 
towns have the same power to license all kinds of 
business and exhibitions as have the supervisors of 
counties. In addition to the county license, the 
city license must be procured as required by city 
ordinance. 

Certain cities collect a tax of $2 on dogs. 

School Revenues. 

The superintendent of schools in each county appor- 
tions all state and county school moneys to the various 
districts. The state school fund may be used for no 
other purpose than for the payment of salaries of 
teachers of primary and grammar schools. 

The board of supervisors of every county must 
levy annually a county school tax, the maximum rate 
of which must not exceed 50 cents on each $100 of 
taxable property in the county, nor the minimum 
rate be less than sufficient to raise the amount esti- 
mated as necessary by the county superintendent. 

Out of all state revenues from taxes there shall 
first be set apart the moneys to be applied by the 
state to the support of the pubHc school system and 
the state university. 

Prior to 1910 there was levied annually on all prop- 
erty in the state 3 cents on each $100 for the support 
of the state university. As the new constitutional 
amendments of 1910 separated the sources of state 
and local taxation, a statute of 1911 provides for a 
school fund from state revenues equaling the amount 
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received from the 3 per cent ad valorem tax in 1911, 
plus a cumulative increase of 7 per cent per annum on 
that amount. The public school fund is augmented 
by the annual transfer of an amount equivalent to $13 
for each pupil in average daily attendance in elementary 
schools. A high school fund is maintained by the 
transfer from the general state revenues of an amount 
equivalent to $15 for each pupil. 

The board of supervisors may, in their judgment, 
levy a special tax upon all the property in the county 
not in any high school district for the purpose of 
educating high school pupils in the county not resid- 
ing in any high school district; also, by submitting 
to vote, may levy a tax for the equipment and main- 
tenance of a union high school Ubrary or to establish 
high school districts. 

All state school moneys are apportioned by the 
superintendent of public instruction to the several 
counties according to the average daily attendance. 

Every city or incorporated town, unless subdivided 
by the legislative authority thereof, constitutes a 
separate school district. School trustees, three in 
number, are elected annually. In cities they are 
called boards of education. 

■ The board of school trustees may in any year call 
an election and submit to the electors of the district 
the question of the raising of a tax to furnish addi- 
tional school facihties or to maintain or build school- 
houses. The board of supervisors then levies the tax 
at the time of levying the county taxes. 

The maximum rate of tax levied by a district in 
any one year for building purposes must not exceed 
70 cents on each $100, and for other school purposes 
30 cents. 

The proceeds of the state poll tax and the interest 
on bonds of estates of deceased persons are paid into 
the state school fund. 

EoAD Districts. 

The county supervisors establish road districts and 
fix the taxes therefor, not to exceed 40 cents for $100 
of assessed valuation. They may levy a poll tax not 
to exceed $3. By a vote of the people in the districts 
a special tax not to exceed 50 cents on the $100 
assessed valuation may be levied to protect roads 
from storm waters and floods. 

Upon petition of a majority of the property own- 
ers of any road district the county board is to levy a 
special road fund tax of not exceeding 2 mills on 
the dollar for the maintenance of the pubhc highways 
therein. No county road tax may be levied on prop- 
erty in cities. 

Reclamation Districts. 

The owners of any body of swamp, overflowed, salt 
marsh, or tide lands may, by petition to the board 
of supervisors, form a reclamation district, and those 



owning the greater part of the acreage may adopt 
by-laws to govern their affairs. A board of three 
trustees is elected, which recommends plans. The 
board of supervisors appoints three commissioners to 
assess upon the land situated in the district a charge 
proportionate to the expense and beneflts conferred. 

Irrigation Districts. 

Irrigation districts may be formed and assessments 
may be made for the completion of irrigation works. 
The question as to the advisability of levy and the 
amount of such levy is submitted to a vote of the 
electors of the district. The assessor of the district 
prepares a fist of all property within the district and 
this is equahzed by the board of directors. The 
board of directors then levies the assessment. The 
tax becomes a hen, and property may be sold for 
delinquent taxes. 

Other Districts. 

Various other districts, such as drainage, levee, 
lighting, protection, overflow, boulevard, and ceme- 
tery, may be formed and special assessments levied 
for the forming and maintenance thereof, by submit- 
ting to vote of property owners in the proposed 
district. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

The rates of taxation on property taxed exclu- 
sively for state purposes were changed to read as fol- 
lows: 

Bailroade, including street railways, 4J per cent on gross receipts. 

Car companies, 4 per cent on gross receipts. 

Express companies, 2 per cent on gross receipts. 

Telegraph and telephone companies, 4;^ per cent on gross re- 
ceipts. 

Transmission of gas and electricity for sale, 4j% per cent on gross 
receipts. 

Insurance companies, IJ per cent on gross premiums. 

The corporation license tax was repealed. Upon request of a 
bank its capital stock may be assessed to and in the name of the 
bank instead of to the shareholders. 

A "Blue Sky" law for the regulation of investment companies 
was enacted. They are required to pay fiUng fees of from $5 to $25, 
according to the par or face value of the securities offered for sale. 
Broker's fee, $5. 

The rates on the inheritance tax were amended as follows: 

Upon all bequests in excess of $100,000 and up to $250,000, 4 times 
the primary rates; in excess of $250,000 and up to $500,000, 5 times 
the primary rates; in excess of $500,000 and up to $1,000,000, 5 
times the primary rates and 2J per cent of the clear market value 
of such interest; in excess of $1,000,000, 5 times the primary rates 
and 5 per cent of such interest. An inheritance tax department 
was estabUshed , and it was enacted that 5 per cent of this tax should 
be paid into the pubhc school teachers' permanent fund. 

For private corporations, individuals, or associations to own, 
operate, manage, or control a pipe line for transportation of crude 
oil, petroleum, or any of its products along, over, or under any 
public highway within this state a license fee of $250 and 50 cents 
per barrel transported was imposed. 
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Oil pipe line and water companies were declared public utilities 
and to be taxed as such. Provision was made for state aid to high- 
ways, two-thirds of the construction cost, and one-half of the main- 
tenance cost to be borne by the counties, the balance by the state. 

For appropriating water for generation of electricity |2.50 for each 
theoretical horsepower up to 100, minimum fee, $25; over 100 horse- 
power to 10,000 horsepower, $500; over 10,000 horsepower, $1,000; 
for appropriating water for purposes other than generating electri- 
city, $10; to breed and domesticate game animals, $25; to operate 
cold storage, $50; chauffeur's license, $2; registering motorcycle. 



$2; automobiles, $5 to $30, according to horsepower; dealers in 
automobiles for operating upon the public highways not more than 
five, $50, and $10 for each one over five so operated. 

Physicians: Certificate fee for residents, $25; for retired surgeons 
of the Army or Navy of the United States and for physicians and 
surgeons of other states and countries, certificate fee, $50. 

Every bank, on opening a branch bank, to pay $50 for certificate 
of authority; for examining title, $20; for appraisement, $5. 

The total tax for high school purposes in county shall not exceed 
75 cents on $100 assessed valuation. 



COLORADO. 



The principal source of revenue for state and local 
purposes in Colorado is the general property tax. It 
is administered by the county officials. Considerable 
revenue for state purposes is also obtained from the 
inheritance tax and certain fees. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 5. The public school fund of the state shall consist of the 
proceeds of such lands as have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, 
granted to the state by the General Government for educational 
purposes; all estates that may escheat to the state; also all other 
grants, gifts, or devises that may be made to this state for educational 
purposes. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec 2. The general assembly shall provide by law for an annual 
tax, sufiicient, with other resources, to defray the estimated ex- 
penses of the state government for each fiscal year. 

Sec. 3. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and 
shall be levied and collected under general laws, which shall 
prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxa- 
tion of all property, real and personal: Provided, That the personal 
property of every person being the head of a family, to the value of 
$200, shall be exempt from taxation. Ditches, canals, and flumes 
owned and used by individuals or corporations for irrigating land 
owned by such individuals or corporations, or the individual mem- 
bers thereof, shall not be separately taxed so long as they shall be 
■owned and used exclusively for such purpose. 

Sec. 4. The property, real and personal, of the state, counties, 
cities, towns, and other municipal corporations, and public libraries, 
shall be exempt from taxation. 

Sec 5. Lots with buildings thereon, if said buildings are used 
solely and exclusively for religious worship, for schools, or for strictly 
charitable purposes, also cemeteries not used or held for private or 
corporate profit, shall be exempt from taxation, unless otherwise 
provided by general law. 

Sec 6. All laws exempting from taxation property other than that 
hereinbefore mentioned shall be void. 

Sec. 7. The general assembly shall not impose taxes for the pur- 
poses of any county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, 
but may by law vest in the corporate authorities thereof, respec- 
tively, the power to assess and collect taxes for all purposes of such 
corporation. 

Sec 8. No county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, 
the inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shall be released 
•or discharged from their or its proportionate share of taxes to be 
levied for state purposes. 

Sec 9. The power to tax corporations and corporate property, 
real and personal, shall never be relinquished or suspended. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Revised Statutes of Colorado. 

Session Laws to 1913. 

Beport of State Tax Commission, 1912. 



Sec 10. All corporations in this state, or doing business therein, 
shall be subject to taxation for state, county, school, municipal, and 
other purposes, on the real and personal property owned or used by 
them within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax. 

Sec. 11. The rate of taxation on property, for state purposes, shall 
never exceed 4 mills on each dollar of valuation. This provision 
shall not apply to appropriations or expenditures to suppress insur- 
rections, defend the state, or assist in defending the United States 
in time of war. 

Sec 15. There shall be a state tax commission, consisting of 
three members, to be appointed by the governor, by and with the 
consent of the senate. The duty of said commission shall be to 
adjust, equalize, raise, or lower the valuation of real and personal 
property among the several counties of the state. There shall be in 
each county of this state a county board of equalization, consisting 
of the board of county commissioners of said county. The duty 
of the county board of equalization shall be to adjust, equalize, raise, 
or lower the valuation of real and personal property within their 
respective counties, subject to revision, change, or amendment by 
the state tax commission. The state tax commission and county 
board of equalization shall also perform such other duties as may be 
prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec 4. (Provides a tax for debt purposes.) 
OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors, elected for a term of two years. 

(2) The county treasurers, elected for a term of two years, who 
collect the taxes. 

(3) The county commissioners, three in each county (five in 
counties of over 70,000 population), elected for four years, who act 
as county board of equalization. 

(4) The state tax commission, consisting of three members, to be 
appointed by the governor by and with the consent of the senate. 

(5) The Colorado Tax Commission, created by an act of June 2, 
1911, composed of three members, one appointed biennially for a 
term of six years, by the governor and treasurer. This board has 
general supervision over local assessments. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. TTie property included arid exempt. — All property 
not expressly exempt by law is subject to taxation. 
This includes tangible and intangible property and 
the money of nonresidents, kept, used, loaned, and 
invested within the state for profit. 

(1) Real estate includes all lands or interests in land, all mines, 
minerals, and quarries, and rights and privileges appertaining 
thereto, also improvements, including buildings, water rights, 
structures, fixtures, and fences. 
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(2) Personal property includes everything subject to ownership, 
whether tangible or intangible, not included in real estate. 

Debts may be deducted from credits. 

(3) Where property is mortgaged it is to be taxed as a unit at the 
value of the property pledged and the mortgage as such is not to be 



(4) The following classes of property, in addition to public prop- 
erty, are exempt: Public libraries; churches and parsonages to the 
extent of $3,000; schools and charity buildings and the land they 
occupy; cemeteries; household goods to the value of $200; and irri- 
gation works used exclusively for irrigating owners' lands. 

(5) Except banks, stock in corporations which are taxed on 
their property, is not taxable to the owner. 

6. Assessment. — With the exceptions noted below, 
property is required to be listed and assessed annually 
at its full cash value ' as on the 1st day of April 
by the county assessors, on the basis of returns made 
by the taxpayers. The assessors determine the value 
and may examine the taxpayer under oath. 

Failure to make return, or making false return if it results in eva- 
sion of taxes involved, incurs a penalty of not more than $1,000, to be 
recovered by the county commissioners in any court of competent 
jurisdiction. False returns on mines may be prosecuted as for 
perjury. 

The assessment of money and merchandise is based upon the aver- 
age amount held throughout the year. The assessors are required to 
list for taxation the money invested in the securities of manufactur- 
ing concerns, less the value of their tangible property locally 



Railroad, telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping car and private 
car companies are assessed by the state tax commission upon the 
true value of the property of such companies in the state determined 
by the unit rule on a mileage basis. 

Special privileges, franchises, and the like are classed as intangi- 
ble property and assessed in connection with the tangible property 
as a unit. 

Corporations (other than those assessed by the tax commission) 
doing business in more than one county make their retiuTis to the 
state auditor, and the intangible property is valued by the assessors 
and is apportioned among the counties in proportion to their tangi- 
ble property. 

Bank accounts are assessed as credits. Residents of the state 
must list for taxation the average amount of their deposits in all 
banks, including banks located in other states. 

Building and loan associations are assessed on surplus of property 
and credits over debts and shares. 

In the case of property mortgages, conveyed or pledged for se- 
curity of a loan or debt then due, the property, notes, mortgages, 
deeds of trust, etc., are assessed as a unit. 

Mines are divided into two classes, producing and nonproducing. 
A producing mine is defined as one yielding $5,000 or more gross 
per annum. Such mines when yielding gold, silver, lead, copper, 
or other precious metals are assessed at one-fourth the gross product, 
unless that be less than the net product, in which case the latter 
rules; but surface improvements and machinery are assessed sepa- 
rately. Mines of iron, coal, and asphaltum, and quarries are assessed 
as other property. Nonproducing mines are not to be assessed at a 
higher rate per acre than the lowest producing mine in the same 
location. 

Shares of capital stock in banks (including national banks) are 
assessed where the bank is located, and the bank is made the agent 
of the stockholders for the payment of the tax, returns of assess- 
ments, etc. 

■ This legal requirement was not enforced until 1913. In ] 912 the 
total assessed valuation of all property in the state was $422,442,079, 
while in 1913 the valuation was increased to $1,306,647,630. 



Migrating cattle may be assessed at any time of year. 

Live stock driven into a county for the purpose of grazing therein, 
at any time in any year, is liable to be assessed for all taxes leviable 
in that county. Stock herded or ranged in one county a part of 
the year, and in another county for another part of the year, are 
taxed in either of said counties and the funds apportioned pro rata. 
Any stock brought into the state between April 1 and September 
1 of each year, and removed from covmty to which it was brought 
before the period of one year, is subject to taxation for the year in 
which it was brought into the state; but all stock brought in be- 
tween said dates which is left continuously in said county to which 
it is taken for more than one year is exempt from taxation for the 
calendar year in which it was so brought into the state. Stock 
brought into state after September 1, and before December 31, is 
exempt. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
receives the roU from the assessor and settles com- 
plaints as to individual assessment. The state board 
of equalization adjusts inequalities between counties, 
but may not increase the aggregate value of property in 
the state more than 10 per cent above the amoimt re- 
turned by the local assessors. There is an annual 
meetiag of the assessors at the state capitol to compare 
and correct assessments. The duty of the state board 
is mainly the hearing of complaiats, and the county 
board has been Umited in its powers to abating excess 
valuations in "one or more instances in a given class." 

Elaborate procedure is established for the adjust- 
ment of grievances. If the assessed valuation exceeds 
$7,500, an appeal may be carried up to the district 
court. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for state purposes is determined by the 
state board of equalization; it is, however, fixed by 
statute for piu-poses other than suppressing insurrec- 
tions, etc., at 4 mills on the dollar, when no lower rate is 
prescribed. The practice prevails of levying special 
rates for specific purposes, state institutions, and the 
like, within the 4 miU limit. In 1912 the levy was as 
foUows: For state purposes (general revenue), 1^ 
mills; for mute and blind, ^ miU; for university, f mill; 
for agricultural college, ^ mill; for school of mines, -J 
mill; for insane asylum, ^ mill; for normal school, ^ 
mill; for stock inspection, ^ miU; for capitol building 
and interest on bonds, ^ mill; for interest on funding 
bonds, series 1910, ^ mill; for sinking fund for register- 
ing funding bonds, series 1897, -^ mill; interest on in- 
surrection bonds, -^ mill. Total, 4^ mills. (In 1913, 
on the assessment based on the true value, the rate was 
reduced to 1.3 miUs.) 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are paid to the county treasurers, who are 
the tax collectors. No demand is necessary. They 
are payable in two instalments — one-half on or before 
the last day of February, and the remainder on or 
before the last day of July in the year following the 
assessment. The penalty for delinquency on the first 
instalment is interest at 1 per cent per month up to 
August 1, when the penalty on aU overdue taxes be- 
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comes interest at the rate of 15 per cent per annum. 
All taxes are a permanent lien on the property upon 
which they are assessed rmtil paid, and may be col- 
lected by distraint and sale. 

Each county is held responsible for the fuU amount 
of taxes due the state. 

All moneys to which the various counties are entitled under the 
act of Congress of May 23, 1908, in which counties a forest reserve is 
situated, are to be apportioned by the state to the respective coun- 
' ties, based upon such forest area and in accordance with the so-called 
agricultural appropriation act of Congress approved May 23, 1908, 
as follows: Not less than 5 per cent of said sum to be expended for 
either road or school funds, in the discretion of the board of county 
commissioners. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is a state poU tax of $1 per annum on each 
male inhabitant over 21, except active members of the 
militia and honorably discharged soldiers and sailors 
of the United States. If not paid prior to August 1, 
it becomes deliaquent and bears interest at the rate 
of 15 per cent per annum up to December 30, when it 
may be collected by distraint. It is levied by the 
coimty commissioners at the time of making the gen- 
eral tax levy, and is turned over quarterly to the state 
treasurer to the credit of the military fund. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property belonging to a resident of the state, and 
all property located in the state but belonging to a 
nonresident at time of death, which shall pass by will 
or by the intestate laws of the state or which shall be 
transferred in contemplation of death, is subject to a 
tax at the following rates : 

(1) Passing to the father, mother, husband, wife, child, brother, 
sister, wife or widow of a son, husband of a daughter, or any child or 
adopted child, ?2onevery$100 of the clear market value of such prop- 
erty , provided that $10,000 of any such estate vesting in the grantee in 
perpetuity shall be exempt, and that only the amount in excess of 
$10,000 shall be subject to the tax; (2) passing to an uncle, aunt, 
niece, nephew, or any lineal descendant of the same, $3 on every $100 
of the value of such estate; (3) in all other cases property less than 
$500 in value is exempt;property valued at $10,000 or less, $3 on each 
$100; $10,000 to $20,000, $4; $20,000 to $50,000, $5; $50,000 to $500,000, 
$6; over $500,000, $10. Property passing to the state, county, 
municipalities, or for the use of public libraries, religious or chari- 
table institutions, schools, and colleges is exempt. Estates for life or 
years are also exempt. 

D. CORPOEATION TAXES. 

There are no special corporation taxes in Colorado, 
all being taxed under the general property tax, to- 
gether with an annual license tax of 2 cents upon each 
$1,000 of capital stock used in their business in the 
state. There is provided a penalty of 1 per cent for 
each six months of delinquency. Insurance companies 
pay annually, in lieu of the license tax, 2 per cent on 
the gross amount of premiums received for business 
done in the state. 



E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Every person, company, or corporation selling any malt, vinous,, 
or spirituous liquors shall pay, in addition to the license fee exacted 
by law or by the ordinance of any municipality, a license fee of $25 
per annum in advance for each saloon, restaiu'ant, hotel, club, drug 
store, liquor store, or other place where any such liquors shall be 
sold. This fee shall be paid to the state treasurer and enforced by 
all constables, sheriffs, and police officers. The license may be 
transferred by paying a fee of $50 to the state treasurer. 

Private employment agency, license fee: Cities of 25,000 inhab- 
itants or over, $50 per annum; 5,000 to 25,000, $25; less than 5,000' 
inhabitants, $10. 

Fraternal benefit societies pay an annual license fee of $50 to com- 
missioner of insurance and are exempt from state, county, district,, 
municipal, and school tax, other than taxes on real estate and office 
equipment; detectives, $100. 

Domestic corporations. — Articles of incorporation, $20, where 
capital stock is less than $50,000; over $50,000, 20 cents on each 
additional $1,000 of capital stock, and 20 cents on each $1,000 
increase of stock; amendment to charter, $5; change in corporate 
name, $25. 

Foreign corporations. — ^Articles of incorporation, $30, where 
capital stock is less than $50,000; over $50,000, 30 cents on each 
additional $1,000, and 30 cents on each $1,000 increase of stock; 
for filing copy of foreign law, $5; designating agent, $5; payable tO' 
secretary of state. 

All corporations pay $2.50 for filing and recording corporate seal; 
$2.50 for certificate of paid-up stock. 

For examination and fiHng annual report. — Ditch and canal 
companies with capital stock of $50,000 or less, $1; companies 
organized not for pecuniary profit, $1 ; corporations having $10,000 
capital stock or less, $1; all others, $5. Fraternal and benevolent 
organizations pay to commissioner of insurance a fee of $5 for filing 
annual statement; fees of secretary of state same as for organiza- 
tions not for pecuniary profit. 

Insurance companies. — Filing articles of incorporation, $50; 
preliminary statement, $50; filing charter, $25; annual statement, 
$50; certificate of authority, $5; to agents, $2; filing any paper, 20 
cents per folio; affixing seal or certifying any paper, $1. County 
mutual protective associations pay following fees to commissionera 
of insurance: Filing articles of incorporation, $10; certificate of 
authority, $5; annual statement, $5; agent's license, $2. 

BuUding and loan associatioDS. — Semiannually for filing report, 
assets $250,000 or leas, $10; $250,000 to $500,000, $40; over $500,000, 
$75; for each paper filed, 25 cents; for seal or certificate of any 
copy, $1. 

Water aser's associations. — ^Articles of incorporation, $20. 

Banks. — For examination by the bank commissioner, capital 
and surplus not more than $25,000, $25; $25,000 to $50,000, $30; 
$50,000 to $100,000, $40; $100,000 to $200,000, $50; over $200,000, 
$60. When assets exceed $1,000,000, the bank shall pay an addi- 
tional fee of 2 cents for each $1,000 in excess of $1,000,000. No 
bank shall pay for more than four examinations annually. 

There are also a number of special funds, which are maintained 
by fees paid to the various boards of management. 

Secretary of state, fees. — ^Military commission, $2.50; notary 
public's commission, $5; foreign commission, $5; any other com- 
mission or appointment to which the seal of the state is aflixed, 
$2.50; oflicial certificate, $1; administering oath, 50 cents; for 
filing and recording each certificate of incorporation, not exceeding 
5 folios of 100 words, $2.50; for each additional folio, 15 cents; other 
minor fees. 

Foreign railroads pay $100 to secretary of state for filing declara- 
tion of intent to extend line into state. 

A tunnel commission was provided for in 1911 which receives 
certain revenue from lease, tolls, etc., for use of tuimel through, 
base of James Peak. 
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Graduate veterinary examination, $10; license, $5; nongradiiate 
veterinary practitioners, examination and license, $5. 

State board of examiners of architects. — Examiaation, $10; license, 
$15; license without examination, $25, to be turned into state 
treasury. Any surplus funds to be turned over to state to create a 
fund to provide for an advanced course of architectural study in the 
University of the State of Colorada. 

Stock inspection commissioners. — Recording brand for live 
stock, $1; certified copy of the record, 50 cents; transfer of brand, 
$1.50. This revenue for "Brand inspection fund;" brand inspec- 
tion fee, 3 cents per head. 

State board of stock inspection to be paid a fee of $5 for license for 
each stallion or jack; renewal, $2. Money to be placed to credit of 
'Stallion fund" to be used in paying premiums, etc., at fairs and 
horse shows. 

Fees and licenses for permit to hunt, fish, etc., range from $1 to 
25 cents; revenue to be deposited by game and fish commissioner 
in the state treasury to credit of "Game cash fund." Oil inspector 
to be paid one-tenth of 1 per cent per gallon for each gallon inspected . 
State factory inspector. — Certificate of inspection, $10; steam 
boiler inspector, fee $5. State engineer collects fees ranging from $1 
to 10 cents, for use of ' ' Gauging fund . ' ' Board of barber examiners. — 
Examination, $5; license and renewal, $1. State board of land 
commissioners to be paid fees ranging from $3 to 50 cents. State 
board of health may license hospitals and dispensaries upon pay- 
ment of $]. Bmbalmer's examination and license, $5; renewal 
of license, $1; payable to state board of health. Veterinary sur- 
geon. — Examination, $5; certificate, $5. Physician, examination, 
$25. Dentistry, examination, $25. 

County Kevenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county 
taxation as for state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for the counties of each class is determined 
by the county commissioners within the following 
limits: 

In class 1 the limit for general purposes is 3 mills; in class 2, 
•6 mills; in class 3, 7^ mills; in class 4, 8J mills; in class 5, lOJ mills; 
in class 6, 12 mills; in class 7, 15 mills; in class 8, 16 mills; in class 
9, 20 mills; in class 10, 25 mills. 

But any county may levy such rate as it may see fit for the erecting, 
maintaining, repairing, leasing, or renting of county buildings, 
for roads and bridges, for bonds and interest thereon, for judgment 
bonds and interest thereon, and for school purposes. 

County commissioners are to include in their annual 
tax levy a levy for schools within the county of at 
least 2 and not over 5 mills. 

For support of paupers county commissioners may levy a 5 mill 
tax. 

.3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected, as are state taxes, by 
the county treasurers. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Counties do not share in the poll taxes. 



C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

Counties receive no revenue from these sources. 

E. BUSINESS TAXESj LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county commissioners are permitted to issue 
certain licenses for specified occupations and to estab- 
lish annual fees therefor within prescribed limits, as 
follows : 

Transient dealers, annual, on foot, $15; with bicycle, $25; with one 
horse, $50; two horses, $75; motor vehicle, $100; in any other way, 
$125; auctioneers, peddlers, and storekeepers, $5 to $100; hotels, 
saloons, and grocers selling intoxicating liquors, $300. 

Theaters, circuses, and shows where admission fee is charged may 
be licensed. An annual license of $1,000 is required to conduct 
sparring exhibitions, which is paid to the municipality or the 
county where conducted. 

Itinerant vendor, annual, on foot, $5; with bicycle, $50; one 
horse, $100; two or more horses, $150; motor vehicle, $200; any 
other manner, $250; doing business in any structure, tent, etc., 
$250 for each such building, etc.; assistant in each county, $25. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for municipal 
as for state taxation. 

2. Rate — 

The rate is fixed by the city council or board of 
trustees in cities. In school districts it is certified by 
the school board of each district to the county com- 
missioners and levied by them as a special school dis- 
trict tax. The same applies to irrigation districts and 
road districts. In the latter the rate shall not exceed 
$1 on each $100. 

The city council may levy 1^ mills for park pur- 
poses. In cities with a population of pver 100,000, 
the council may levy a tax, not exceeding 1 per cent, 
on each $100 worth of taxable property, for the pur- 
pose of creating a firemen's pension fund. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected in the same manner as 
state and county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every able-bodied male between the ages of 21 and 
50 years shall pay to the treasurer of the board of 
directors of his district a road tax of S3 (annually), or 
in lieu thereof perform two days' work, of eight hours 
each, or eight hours' work with team, on the public 
highways of his road district. The tax is collected 
by the district treasurer, who receives 10 per cent 
commission. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

Municipalities receive no revenues from inheritance 
or corporation taxes. 
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E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

City councils have power to license, regulate, and 
tax any or all lawful occupations, busiaess places, 
amusements or places of amusement, auctioneers, 
peddlers, bowling alleys, billiard tables, hackmen, 
porters, cabmen, expressmen, liquor dealers, and em- 
ployment agencies. Stock and other brokers must 
obtain licenses. 

In all cities the license fee for selUng spirituous liquors in quan- 
tities less than 1 gallon is to be not under $600; in incorporated 
towns such license must be not less than $500. 

School Revenues. 

The school funds are administered through the 
superintendent of public instruction and the school 
districts. 

The state levies no annual tax for general school pur- 
poses, but the proceeds of the permanent school fund 
(interest on accumulations from the sale of lands) are 
apportioned among the counties. The counties, how- 
ever, levy a general tax for school purposes, and special 
or school district taxes are levied in each district. The 
' ' special school tax' ' is not to exceed 20 mills on the 
doUar. A large number of fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures for violation of different laws, including those con- 
cerning revenue, courts, penal laws, escheats, dairying, 
the "bounty act," game laws, those regulating insur- 
ance, and others, are paid into the school fund. 

High school districts may be created and a tax not 
to exceed 4 mills may be levied by county commis- 
sioners and collected as other taxes. Bonds may also 
be issued and a special tax levied to pay interest 
thereon. 

A fee of $1 is paid by applicants for examination to 
teach, the revenue to constitute a state "Normal 
institute fund." 

Revenues of Other Independent Districts. 

Upon petition the board of county commissioners 
may estabUsh drainage districts. The board of direc- 
tors of each drainage district fixes the amount of as- 
sessment annually. The county treasurer collects such 
assessment as taxes are collected as a part of the tax 
roll for said year. 

Mine drainage districts may be created and a tax 
on every dollar of the valyation as shown by the 
assessment roll of the county assessor may be assessed 
and collected annually. These districts are admin- 
istered by boards of supervisors. 

Irrigation districts may be established and assess- 
ments levied on land. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

The following definitions were decided upon: ' 'Credit' ' includes 
every claim or demand for money, labor, or other valuable thing, 
and every annuity or sum of money receivable at stated periods, 
but does not include pensions from the United States or salaries 
and payments expected for services to be rendered. 



"Intangible property" includes rights, credits, franchises, 
special privileges, and advantages having value for the purposes 
of income. 

All statutory powers, duties, and privileges heretofore exercised 
by the state board of equalization are conferred on the Colorado 
tax commission, and in addition the commission is to exercise all 
powers of original assessment of all public utihty corporations, has 
jurisdiction over the abatement of taxes, and, in the case of appeal 
by the assessors when the county commissioners fail to furnish 
deputies, has authority to provide for other appointments and 
compensation. 

Assessors are required to make a tax schedule in detail of all real 
and personal property exempt from taxation and also to file a 
duplicate of the assessment roll with the tax commission, which 
prescribes the form of the roll. 

The ofBce of inheritance tax appraiser was created, a fee of $10 
being charged for the examination of estates as to whether subject 
to said tax or not. 

The inheritance tax law was revised as follows: 

A tax payable to the state treasurer is imposed upon the transfer 
of property within the state or of any interest or income therefrom, 
to any person or persons, institution or corporation, in the following 
cases : 

1. Transfer by will or intestate laws of this state of property 
within the state, from persons dying seized thereof while a resident 
of the state. 

2. Transfer by will or intestate laws of property within the 
state when decedent was a nonresident of the state at the time of 
death. 

3. Transfer of property made by a resident, or of property within 
the state made by a nonresident, by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or 
gift, made in contemplation of death of the grantor, intended to 
take effect after such death. 

4. A^Tien any such person or corporation becomes beneficially 
entitled in possession or expectancy to any property or income 
therefrom by any such transfer, whether made before or after the 
passage of this act. 

5. When any person or corporation shall exercise the power of 
appointment derived from any disposition of property made either 
before or after the passage of this act, such appointment when made 
shall be deemed a transfer taxable under the provisions of this act 
in the same manner as though the property to which such appoint- 
ment relates belonged absolutely to the donee of such power and 
had been bequeathed or devised by such donee by will. 

6. The tax imposed hereby shall be upon the clear market value. 
Exemptions: All transfers of property to the state of Colorado, 

or to any county, city, town, or other municipality, or for the use 
of public libraries, for religious or charitable purposes exclusively, 
or for schools or colleges not for profit: Provided, however, That the 
same be situated within this state, or the property be limited for 
use within this state. 

Property passing to or for the use of any father, mother, husband, 
wife, child, brother, sister, wife, or widow of the son, or the husband 
of the daughter, or any adopted child or children, or to any person 
to whom the deceased had, for not less than 10 years prior to death 
stood in the mutually acknowledged relation of parent, or to any 
hneal descendant of such decedent born in lawful wedlock, ia 
taxed at the rate of 2 per cent on all not in excess of $100,000; in 
excess of $100,000 and not over $200,000, 3 per cent; in excess of 
$200,000, 4 per cent. Property to the value of $10,000 received by 
each of the above-named persons is exempt from this tax. 

Property passing to or for the use of any uncle, aunt, niece, or 
nephew, or any lineal descendant of the same, is taxed at the rate 
of 3 per cent on all not in excess of $20,000; in excess of $20,000 
and not over $50,000, 4 per cent; in excess of $50,000 and not over 
$100,000, 5 per cent; in excess of $100,000, 6 per cent. 

In all other cases the rate is 4 per cent on all not in excess of 
$10,000; in excess of $10,000 and not over $20,000, 5 per cent; in 
excess of $20,000 and not over $50,000, 6 per cent; in excess of 
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$50,000 and not over $100,000, 8 per cent; in excess of $100,000, 10 
per cent. Any interest which, may be valued at not more than $500 
is exempt from this tax. 

The tax is a lien upon the property transferred, and the adminis- 
trators, executors, and trustees shall be liable for such tax until its 
payment. 

AU taxes imposed by this act shall be due and payable at the 
time of the transfer. If such tax is paid 'within six months from 
the accruing thereof, a discount of 5 per cent shall be allowed and 
deducted therefrom. If not paid within one year from the accruing 
thereof, interest at the rate of 10 per cent shall be charged and 
collected from the time said tax accrued. 

Fees for examination of banks were changed, ranging from $25 
for banks with resources of $100,000 or less, to $90 for those with 
resources of more than $500,000 and less than $1,000,000, and of 
$90 and 3 cents additional for every $1,000 in excess of $1,000,000, 
for those with resources of $1,000,000 and over. 

Companies engaged in the business of loaning money at more 
than 12 per cent per annum pay an annual license fee of $50. Com- 
mission merchants, annual license fee, $5; embalmers, examina- 
tion and registration fee, $10; motor vehicles, anniial license fee, 
20 horsepower and under, $2.50; 21 to 40 horsepower, $5; 40 horse- 
power and over, $10; motorcycles, $2; chauffeur's license, $1; 



dealer, $5; one-half of the revenue derived from this source is ta 
be credited to the state road fund, the balance distributed to the 
counties within which collected. 

Optometrists, examination fee, $25; annual registration fee, $5. 

The following constitutional amendment was submitted to be 
voted upon by the people at the general election in November, 1914: 

Sec. 15. There shall be a board of equalization for the state, 
consisting of the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, secretary 
of state, and attorney general. The duty of the said board of equali- 
zation shall be to adjust, equalize, raise or lower the valuation of real 
and personal property of the several counties of the state, and the 
valuation of any item or items of the various classes of such property. 

There shall be in each county of this state a county board of 
equalization, consisting of the board of county commissioners of 
said county. The duty of the county board of equalization shall 
be to adjust, equalize, raise, or lower the valuation of real and per- 
sonal property within their respective counties, subject to revision, 
change, and amendment by the state board of equalization. The 
state board of equalization and the county board of equalization 
shall equalize to the end that all taxable property in the state shall 
be assessed at its full cash value and a''so perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by law: Provided, however, That the state 
board of equalization shall have no power of original assessment. 
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Connecticut makes practically an entire separation 
of state from local taxation. 

The state revenues are derived principally from 
taxes levied in various forms on insurance companies, 
savings banks, railroads, express companies, nonresi- 
dent stocks, notes, bonds, and inheritances. 

The assessment and collection of taxes on individ- 
uals and general property are confined primarily to 
the town government; the apportionment of public 
moneys and the fixing of the tax rates are concerns 
of the school districts, and especially of city govern- 
ments. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PKOVISIONS. 

There are no constitutional provisions in Connecti- 
cut bearing expressly on taxation, or using that term. 
But the general declarations as to equality of rights, 
security of person and of property, have been con- 
strued by the courts as requiring equality of taxation 
and as placing certain restrictions on the exercise of 
the power of taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The town assessors, one elected annually for a term of three 
years. This law does not affect towns which elect their assessors 
for three-year terms, nor those whose assessors are appointed under 
special charter requirements. 

(2) The collector of taxes elected at the annual town meeting, 
usually for one year; in a few cases for two years. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

General Statutes of Connecticut, 1902. 

Public Acts to 1913. 

Compilation of the Revenue Laws by the tax commissioner, in 
two parts: Part I, Local revenues, 1912; Part II, State revenues, 
1907. 

Biennial reports of the tax commissioner. 



(3) The town board of relief, consisting of not less than two nor 
more than five members, elected at the annual town meeting. 

(4) The state board of equalization, composed of the treasurer, 
comptroller, and tax commissioner. 

(5) The state tax commissioner, appointed by the governor for a 
term of four years. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

The general property tax is primarily a town tax, 
but the state may have recourse thereto by vote of 
the general assembly. 

1. Base — 

In the event that the general assembly should im- 
pose a tax upon the general fist of the state, the prop- 
erty included and the assessment thereof would be 
the same as for the town. (See Municipal revenues, 
A, 1, p. 47.) The general Hst of the state is made 
up of the assessment lists of the towns as equalized 
by the state board of equalization, and upon this list 
state and county taxes may be imposed. 

The state levies a tax on shellfish grounds not in- 
cluded in the territory of any town at the rate of IJ 
per cent on the valuation made by the shellfish com- 
missioners, who also collect the tax. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for state purposes is voted by the general 
assembly. It is the duty of the selectmen to levy the 
amount of taxes due therefrom upon the town list. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the town collector as for town 
taxes. If any town fails to pay its portion of the 
state tax by the 10th day of November, execution is 
to issue against the estate of its selectmen for the sum 
due, and if returned unsatisfied, then against the in- 
habitants of the town, who are to be reimbursed by 
the town. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

Not used for state or county purposes. (See Mu- 
nicipal Eevenues.) 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Property within the state passing by deed, grant, 
devise, or gift to parents, husband, wife, or liaeal 
descendants or legally adopted child of the deceased 
person, is taxed 1 per cent of its value in excess of 
$10,000; property passing to collateral kindred, or 
strangers to the blood, or to any corporation, volun- 
tary association or society, is taxed 5 per cent of its 
whole value, if the value exceeds $500, provided that 
property passing to lineal descendants of any legally 
adopted cliild, the wife or widow of a son, whether 
born in wedlock or adopted, the husband of a daugh- 
ter, whether born in wedlock or adopted, or the brother 
or sister of the decedent, shall be exempt to $10,000. 
AH gifts of paintings, pictures, books, engravings, 
bronzes, curios, bric-a-brac, arms and armor, and col- 
lections or articles of beauty or interest made by will 
to any corporation or institution located in the state 
for free exhibition and preservation for public benefit, 
and aU gifts made to any corporation or institution 
-which receives state aid are exempt from the payment 
of any succession tax. 

When an estate is bequeathed to near relatives for life 
with remainder to collateral kindred, etc., 1 per cent is 
deducted at the beginning and 4 per cent at the termi- 
nation' of the life estate. When the life estate vests in 
collateral kindred with remainder to direct heirs, 5 
per cent is deducted at the beginning and four-fifths 
is returned to the persons entitled to the remainder 
at the termination of the life estate. 

Shares of stock of all Connecticut corporations, 
regardless of their physical location, are taxable when 
held by estates of deceased residents of states which 
likewise tax shares of stock of their corporations, 
regardless of location. 

All executors and administrators are hable for all 
succession taxes, with interest at rate of 9 per cent 
per annum from time when taxes are due. The state 
treasurer collects the taxes for the use of the state. 

D. COKPORATION TAXES. 

Corporate property of domestic and foreign cor- 
porations, whose stock is not subject to taxation and 
which are not required to pay a direct tax to the state 
in heu of other taxes, is hsted for taxation in the 
towns, as is the property of individuals. 

Railroads. — Railroad companies are taxed for state purposes vipon 
the value of their capital stock and net funded indebtedness, as 
determined by the state board of equalization, on the basis of 
statement by the company. The stock is valued at its market value, 
or at a value estimated on the basis of earnings or property used. 
The bonds and other evidences of indebtedness are valued at par 



unless they are worth less than par, in which case they are valued 
at the market value. The value of any bonds or other obligations of 
the company held in the sinking funds is to be deducted, also the 
cost of the purchase of property other than its own road, franchises, 
and its real estate in the state not used for railroad purposes. This 
valuation is taken as "the measure of value of such railroad, its 
rights, f rancliises, and property, " and is in lieu of all other taxes, 
except taxes on real estate not used for railroad purposes, which are 
deducted from the taxes calculated on the stock and debt valuation. 
The value of such part of the funded and floating debt as was occa- 
sioned by, and of any stock wliich was issued for, any part of the 
railroad in another state, or steamboat line in connection with the 
railroad, is deducted from the valuation. When only part of the 
railroad lies in the state, the company pays on such proportion of the 
valuation as the length of its road lying in the state bears to the entire 
length of road. In fixing the valuation and length of line in the 
state, any branch in the state wliich is of less than one-fourth the 
average value per mile of the trunk line is not included, but is esti- 
mated separately at its true and just value and taxed at the rate of 

1 per cent thereon. The statute prescribes the rate at 1 per cent 
upon the above valuation, to be paid by the 25th of November. 

Street railways of every description are subject to the same taxa- 
tion as railroads. 

Express companies. — Express companies are required to pay a 
tax to the state of 5 per cent of the gross receipts within the state for 
the year preceding the 1st of July. This tax is in lieu of all other 
taxes upon the property of the company used exclusively in the 
express business. It is payable by the 20th of October, otherwise 
there is a forfeiture of |500 to the state, and for nonpayment a for- 
feiture of double the amount of the tax. 

Corporations conducting express business wholly on lines of 
electric or street railways within the state pay to the state a tax of 

2 per cent of the gross receipts for the year preceding. This tax is 
in lieu of all other taxes upon the property of such companies used 
exclusively in the express business. 

Telegraph and telephone companies. — Telegraph companies are 
required to pay to the state a tax of 25 cents on each mile of wire 
operated withia the state on July 1. Telephone companies are 
required to pay to the state a tax of 11.10 on each telephone trans- 
mitter (except that companies having one central exchange and 90 
per cent of its transmitters located in the same town, shall pay 70 
cents on each transmitter), and a further tax of 35 cents on each mile 
of wire operated within the state on July 1. 

These taxes are in lieu of all other taxes upon property used in 
the business, but any real estate is liable to taxation in the town 
in which it is situated. 

Savings banks. — Savings banks are required to pay to the state an 
annual franchise tax on the excess of their deposits, exclusive of sur- 
plus over $50,000, and over the amount invested in bonds of the 
state, or any town or city thereof, in aid of the construction of any 
railroad which is exempt from taxation, and also over the amount 
invested in stocks of banks, national banks, and trust, insurance, 
investment, and bridge companies on April 1, 1901, and still held. 
The rate of tax equals one-fourth of 1 per cent of the amount of its 
deposits remaining, less the amount of local taxes on real estr.te in 
Connecticut. The tax is payable one-half by the 20th of January 
and one-half by the 20th of July. This tax is in lieu of all other 
taxes. 

Other banks and trust companies having savings departments 
pay the same tax on all savings deposits as is required of savings 
banks. 

Insurance companies. — Domestic mutual insurance companies 
(other than life insurance companies) are required to pay to the 
state a francliise tax of one-fourth of 1 per cent upon the excess of the 
total amount of premium notes and assets over unpaid losses, real 
estate, bonds of the state, or any town or city thereof, in aid of the 
construction of railroads which are exempt by law. 
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Domestic mutual life insurance companies are required to pay 
a similar francMse tax of one-fourth of 1 per cent on the total 
amount of their premium notes, and on the market value of all 
their other assets, deducting, however, the same amounts as in 
the case of fire insurance companies above mentioned, and if in 
part a stock company taxable on the stock, the market value of 
the assets belonging to the stock department. Taxes are payable 
by fire insurance companies by the 30th of January and by life 
insurance companies by the 25th of February, and are in Ueu of all 
other taxes upon assets, except taxes upon real estate or on taxable 
stock. There is a forfeit of $5,000 for failure to return a statement 
of assets and of double the amount of the tax for nonpayment 
within the time limit. 

Foreign insurance companies. — Insurance companies of other 
states doing business in Connecticut are required to pay retaliatory 
fees and taxes, or the same as are imposed by such other states on 
Connecticut companies. 

Insurance companies organized under the laws of foreign govern- 
ments and licensed to transact business in the state are required to 
pay a tax of 2 per cent of the gross amount of premiums received 
from such business. These taxes are payable by March 1. 

Shares of capital stock of every bank, state and national, and trust, 
insurance, investment, and bridge company is taxed 1 per cent on 
the market value of said shares on October 1 on the basis of state- 
ments by the corporation. The tax is payable before the last day 
of February by the corporation to the state treasurer. The state 
remits to the towns in which the stockholders are resident the tax 
on resident stock, and the towns make the apportionments to taxing 
districts according to the holdings of their residents. Nonresident 
national bank stock taxes are remitted to the town in which the 
bank is located. Taxes on other nonresident stock are kept by the 
state. The amount of taxes paid by the corporation on its real 
estate in Connecticut is deducted. 

Choses in action, bonds, and notes may be exempted from fur- 
ther taxation by the payment to the state treasurer of a tax of 2 per 
cent on the face value thereof for five years, or for a greater or less 
period at the same rate (4 mills per anntun), and a certificate is 
given exempting such choses in action from all taxation in the state 
during that period. 

Corporations and brokers engaged in negotiating choses in action 
secured by mortgages on real estate situated in other states are re- 
quired to pay a tax of 1 per cent on the aggregate amount of all such 
investments made in the state during the preceding year to Janu- 
ary 1, deducting the amount of bonds exempted by payment of 
the 4-mill tax. Corporations pay this tax January 20; brokers, 
February 20. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following taxes are levied annually unless other- 
wise stated : 

Insurance brokers, $10; itinerant vendors, state fee, $100, local 
fee, $25; barbers, certificate of ^registration, $1; insane asylums, $50 
first year, $25 per year thereafter; oyster vessels, under 5 tons, $2, 
each ton over 5 tons, 50 cents; dental license, $25; osteopath, $25; 
medical registration, $2; pharmacist, $2 ; hunter's license, resident, 
$1, nonresident, $10, alien, $15; to operate moving picture machine, 
$3; aliens and nonresidents to catch lobsters, $15. 

Motor vehicles. — For registration of every motorcycle, $2; for 
each commercial motor vehicle, $5 for first 1,000 pounds of carrying 
capacity, and $2 for each additional 1,000 pounds or fractional part 
over 400 pounds; tor motor vehicle operated for hire, $10; dealers, 
$20; dealers in motorcycles, $10; all other motor vehicles, 50 cents 
for each horsepower; chauffeur's license, $2; for the substitution 
of the registration of a motor vehicle previously registered, $2; ex- 
cept- in case of a liveryman the fee shall be |1 for each substitution; 
for the substitution of the registration of a motorcycle, 50 cents; for 
each motor vehicle engine tested on the highways, $1; the receipts 



are expended for the maintenance of the state highways under the 
direction of the highway commissioner. 

For registration of airships, $5 ; license to operate, $2 ; for examina- 
tion and tests of applicants to operate, not to exceed $25. 

Charter fees from corporations. — Fifty cents on every $1,000 of 
authorized capital stock up to $5,000,000 and 10 cents on every 
$1,000 in excess of $5,000,000 for all corporations under general 
laws, but in no case less than $25. 

Corporations organized under special laws pay $100 for their char- 
ter and a tax of $1 on each $1,000 of capital stock, but in no case 
less than $50 . 

For copies of private bills there is a charge of $5 per legal page. 

The secretary of state collects : For filing copy of charter of foreign 
corporation, $10; for filing statement of foreign corporation, $5; cer- 
tificate of organization of corporation without capital stock, $10; 
filing and recording documents, 2 pages, $1; each additional page, 
50 cents. 

Commissioners of pharmacy collect fees for registration of phar- 
macist, $5; for assistant pharmacist, $3; registration of certificate 
from another state, $10; for annual renewal of license, $2. 

The insurance commissioner collects the following fees from in- 
surance companies: Aimual fee, $10; annual reports, $10; for valua- 
tion of policies of domestic life insurance companies and secret and 
fraternal societies, 1 cent for each $1,000 of insurance valued, and 
1 cent for each $1,000 of revenue computed on annuities and pure 
endowments ; for valuation of foreign life companies and secret and 
fraternal societies, same as states impose on like Connecticut com- 
panies; filing additional papers, 25 cents; certificate of valuation, 
organization, or authority, $2; certified copy of license, $2; copy of 
report or certificate of condition to be filed in any other state, $10; 
filing copy of charter, $10; certificate of authority, $5; surety com- 
panies of other states — for filing charter, $10 ; for statement prelim- 
inary to admission, $10; for annual statement, $10; for license, $10; 
insurance companies of other countries — for filing copy of charter- 
er deed of settlement, $30; statement preliminary to admission, $20; 
annual statement, $20; license to company, $50; agent's certifi- 
cate, $2. 

All fines, forfeitm-es, and penalties belong to the state, unless 
otherwise disposed of by law, except that fines imposed by a jus- 
tice of the peace go to the town. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Connecticut. 
County Ee venues, 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are the same for county as for the town 
taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The county tax is imposed upon the towns in pro- 
portion to their assessment lists by the representatives 
chosen to the general assembly from all the towns in 
the county and the senators resident in the county 
at a meeting to be called by the county commis 
sioners. For repairs on a courthouse or jail, not to 
exceed $600, may be levied by the county commission- 
ers and apportioned among the towns. 

3. Collection — 

Collection of the county tax, as of town taxes, is 
made by the town. If any town neglects to pay its 
county tax, the county treasurer may issue execution 
against the goods and estate of the inhabitants. 
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B, C, AND D. POLL, INHEKITANCE, AND CORPORATION 
TAXES. 

The county does not share in the poll, inheritance, 
or corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Ten per cent of the moneys collected by the county 
commissioners on town liquor hcenses is to be paid 
over to the county for county expenses. The remain- 
der is to be paid to the treasurers of the respective 
towns, except that in New Haven County 5 per cent is 
paid into the reserve fund of the pohce department 
of the city of New Haven and 5 per cent to the fire- 
men's rehef fund of the same city. 

Municipal Revenues. 
a. general property taxes. 

The town is the unit of assessment and taxation, 
and property assessed for towns iacludes that of every 
village, borough, or city embraced within the town 
limits. 
1. Base — 

a. The property inclvded and exempt. — All property, 
both real and personal, not expressly exempt, is sub- 
ject to this tax. 

(1) Beal estate includes all such property not exempted, as 
follows: Land and buildings, fisheries, quarries, mines, and ore beds. 

(2) Personal property includes all notes, bonds, and stocks not 
issued by the United States; moneys; credits; choses in action; 
vessels, except registered and enrolled sailing vessels; barges en- 
gaged in trade between this and other states, and registered vessels 
which are actually engaged in foreign commerce; goods, chattels, 
and effects, or any interest therein belonging to any resident in this 
state. 

Mortgages secured by real estate in this state are exempt to an 
amount equal to the assessed value of such real estate. Foreign 
mortgages are taxable. 

Property situated in another state and taxed there need not be 
listed for taxation in this state, but this provision does not apply to 
loans by residents to nonresidents, nor to foreign railroad bonds 
owned by residents. Stocks of foreign corporations are presumed 
to be taxed in the state in which such corporations are located. 
Money or property actually invested in merchandising or manu- 
facturing outside the state need not be listed. 

The property of certain corporations which pay a direct tax to the 
state in lieu of other taxes is not subject to the general property tax, 
and the shares of stock in corporations which are taxed on the corpo- 
rate property are not taxed to the stockholders individually. 

The whole property of every corporation organized under the law 
of the state whose stock is not liable to taxation, and which is not 
required to pay a direct tax to the state in lieu of other taxes, and 
the whole property in the state of foreign corporations is liable to 
taxation the same as the property of individuals. 

So much of the deposits of any savings bank as were invested in the 
shares of capital stock of any bank, national bank, trust, insurance, 
investment, and bridge company on April 1, 1901, and still held, 
are not taxed. 

(3) Exemptions in addition to public property are: Buildings or 
parts thereof occupied as colleges, academies, churches, public 
Bchoolhouses, or infirmaries, and land appurtenant to such infirm- 
aries' parsonages to the value of |5,000; real estate of scientific, 
literary benevolent, or ecclesiastical societies, or public or char- 



itable institutions; cemeteries; property to the amount of $3,000 
of any pensioned soldier, sailor, or marine of the United States dis- 
abled in service; the same of blind persons; property to the amount 
of $1,000 of every resident who has served in the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, or Revenue Marine of the United States in time 
of war, if honorably discharged, or of the wife of same; prop- 
erty to the amount of $1,000 of the widow or widowed mother 
of the above, and of pensioned widows, fathers, and mothers of the 
above; wearing apparel of every person and family, not including^ 
watches and jewelry, not exceeding $25; household furniture to the 
value of $500; farming tools to the value of $200; produce of farms 
in the hands of the producer, including colts, calves, and lambs; 
fuel and provisions for the use of the' family; swine to the value of 
$50; poultry to the value of $25, sheep and Angora goats to the value 
of $100; cash not exceeding $100; private libraries and books not- 
exceeding $200; all public libraries; musical instruments not ex- 
ceeding $25; all musical instruments in churches; all fire appa- 
ratus, with the buildings for the shelter thereof; tools of mechanics 
to the value of $200; any horse used on parade or in military service 
by the owner or his son; all fishing apparatus to the value of $200; 
the stock or property of agricultural societies; stock or securities- 
issued to build a church; all property of any hospital receiving 
state aid; funds of Grand Army posts used for charitable purposes; 
bonds of the state of Connecticut, if specially so provided; bonds 
of towns or cities issued in aid of certain railroads; the funds and 
estate of Yale University, Sheffield Scientific School, Trinity Col- 
lege, and Wesleyan University, but not real estate, the annual in- 
come of which exceeds $6,000; bonds, mortgages, or invested funds 
of any church or ecclesiastical society not exceeding $10,000, but- 
the total exemption including real estate is not to exceed $20,000 
in any one case. 

Tree plantations, in land not exceeding $25 per acre, not less than 
1,200 trees to the acre, when the trees have grown to an average of 
6 feet, are exempt for a period of 20 years. Also, any tract of land of 
over an acre planted to trees of at least 1,200 to the acre, is exempt 
for not more than 20 years, as long as such tract is continued as a 
wood lot. 

Land for municipal water supply is exempt when the inhabitants 
of the town in which the land is situated have the same privileges to 
use and do so use the water supply upon the same terms as the 
inhabitants of the municipality supplied. 

Bonds, notes, and other choses in action may be exempted from 
local taxation by payment of the 4-mill tax to the state treasurer. 

In the year 1910 and quadrenuially thereafter, all property ex- 
empt from taxation is to be listed and a value placed upon it by the 
assessors of the several towns. The tax commission is to publish 
this report. 

h. Assessment. — The town assessment serves for 
state and county taxes as well. While inhabitants of 
cities and boroughs are taxed for town purposes, they 
may also have, under their charters, an independent 
assessment and tax list for purely municipal purposes. 
In some cases this local hst is made from the grand 
Hst of the town in which the borough or city is situ- 
ated; in some the municipal assessors make new and 
different lists ; in others town and city are consohdated. 
But in all cases the town assessment, or what corre- 
sponds to that, is complete, and the town hsts taken 
together make up the list for state purposes of all the 
property taxable therein. The town assessment is, 
with few exceptions, made by the town assessors as of 
October 1 . Each resident of the town must furnish the 
assessor with a verified list of all his taxable property 
at its present, true, and actual valuation. If the 
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taxpayer fails to make out his list, the assessors are 
to do it for him, adding 10 per cent to the valuation 
as a penalty. Persons not returning hsts may be ex- 
amined by the assessors, and for refusal to appear may 
be fined an amount not exceeding $1,000. Nonresi- 
dent owners of tangible property which is in any one 
town seven months in the year, are required to file a 
list of such property, but no penalty is attached for 
noncompliance with the act. Taxable property is to 
be assessed at its full and actual market value except 
certain vessels, which are assessed at a valuation 
•equal to their net earnings for the year preceding, 
and lands and separate lots, which are to. be set in the 
lists at their average present and actual valuation. 

The property of traders and manufacturers, including the average 
amount of goods on hand during the year, is assessed in the town 
in which their business is carried on. Merchants are assessed also 
on accounts receivable. 

Indebtedness of a resident of the state to another resident, not 
secured by mortgage on land in this state, may be deducted from 
the listed property of the debtor if placed in the list of the creditor. 
This deduction must be made by the board of relief, and only in 
case the list was duly given in, and only to the extent of the 
assessed valuation of the property for which the indebtedness was 
contracted. 

The shares of stock in national banks, trust, insurance, invest- 
ment, and bridge companies are assessed, as explained above, by the 
state board of equalization and taxed at the rate of 1 per cent on the 
market value . The proceeds of this tax are distributed to the towns 
and by them .to the taxing districts, in proportion to the number of 
shares owned in each town or district, the taxes on nonresident 
stock accruing to the town where the bank is located. 

Except for real estate, the property of railroad, express, tele- 
graph, and telephone companies, and all the property of savings 
banks and of the savings departments of other banks and trust 
companies are assessed by the state board of equalization and 
taxed for state purposes only. 

Corporations, domestic and foreign, which do not pay taxes to 
the state in lieu of other taxation, are assessed on their property 
as are individuals. Stockholders of a corporation, the whole prop- 
erty of v^hich is assessed in its name, are not to be assessed on their 
shares. 

Water power is assessed as incident to the machinery which 
is operated by it. When waterworks are located in other towns 
than where power is used, the land occupied by such plant is 
assessed to the owner at the average assessed valuation of improved 
forming land in said town. 

Mortgages. — Money loaned on interest, secured by a mortgage on 
real estate in the state, with an agreement that the borrower shall 
pay the taxes, is not taxed (on the credit) to the extent of the 
assessed value of the mortgaged land. But the excess of the loan 
is taxed where the lender resides; where there is no agreement for 
the borrower to pay the tax, the credit is assessed only where the 
real estate is situated. Mortgages on real estate in other states are 
taxed as personal property to resident holders. 

c. Equalization. — The board of relief in each town 
hears appeals from the valuations of the assessors and 
equalizes and adjusts the valuations on the assessment 
Ust of the town ; it may increase valuations and assess 
persons and property omitted by the assessors. It 
may also reduce the list and make certain deductions 
for indebtedness where lists have been duly given in. 
An appeal lies from the board of rehef to the superior 
court of the county. 



The state board of equalization equalizes between 
the towns to make up the general list of the state. 

2. Rate — 

The amount of taxes to be raised is determined in 
the annual town meeting, and the selectmen of the 
town make out rate bills with the proportion which 
each individual is to pay according to the assessment 
list. When any town neglects to vote the necessary 
taxes, its selectmen may make a rate bill for the same. 

3. Collection — 

Town taxes are payable within one year after they 
are laid and are collected by the town collectors. Col- 
lectors may, if necessary, levy on chattels, realty, or 
attach the body of delinquents. The lien on real 
estate attaches from October 1 in the year previous 
to that in which the taxes become due. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All males between the ages of 21 and 60 years, 
excepting as otherwise specially provided by law, are 
liable to pay a personal tax of $2 for town and state 
taxes in lieu of a poll and commutation tax. This 
tax is due and payable annually on March 1, and 
failure to pay may be punished by imprisonment. 

Persons exempt include: Students in colleges and 
incorporated academies; active members of all fire 
departments; engineers and members of fire depart- 
ments, having served five years ; honorably discharged 
field and staff officers or any officer, musician, or pri- 
vate who has performed military duty during the 
preceding year; honorably discharged members of 
mihtia who have served five years, and ex soldiers 
or sailors of the United States. Mayors and alder- 
men or selectmen can abate the tax at any time for 
indigent sick or infirm persons. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The towns and cities do not share in the inher- 
itance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The state remits taxes collected on shares of stock in 
state and national banks, and trust, insurance, invest- 
ment, and bridge companies to those towns and to 
those cities which are consolidated with the town 
governments in which the owners reside. The state 
also remits taxes on nonresident stock of national 
banks to the town in which the bank is located. (See 
.State Revenues, a, d.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following are collected annually: 

Lodging houses, $10; auctioneers, discretionary with town; 
pawnbrokers, |10 to $50; exhibitions, discretionary with town; 
junk shops, $2 to $10; itinerant vendors, local license, $25; mater- 
nity hospitals, rate to be determined by town; bicycle side paths, 
50 cents to $1; dogs — for each male or spaced female, $1, and 
25 cents for registration; for each unspayed female, $5, and 25 
cents for registration; kennel license, $25 for 10 doc;3, $50 for over 
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10 dogs; license to collect birds for scientific purposes, $1; second- 
hand stores, $2 to |10; liquor licenses— sale of spirituous liquors, 
towns of over 3,000 inhabitants, $450; other towns, $250; ale, beer, 
and wine only, $200; reputable hotels and wholesale grocers, not 
less than $150; druggists— towns over 5,000, $12; towns less than 
5,000, $10; distilled liquors and alcohol, $50. 

These taxes are paid to the county commissioners 
for licenses in towns and cities which, vote in favor of 
such Ucenses. License fees are paid over to the town 
with a deduction of 10 per cent for county purposes. 

Upon petition of 20 or more legal voters or tax- 
payers in a town, not residing within the city or 
horough limits in such town, special districts for fire, 
sewer, and other purposes may be organized, which 
have power to levy and collect taxes for specified pur- 
poses. 

School Revenues. 

Towns may form school districts which have power 
to levy taxes for various school purposes upon the 
property in the district. Polls are set in the list at 
$100 each. District taxes are laid on the assessment 
list of the town as corrected for the purpose by the 
town assessors. There are no restrictions on the rate 
of school levy, except in towns including within their 
limits cities that provide for schools. 

The state comptroller distributes from the income 
of the school fund and other state funds to the town 
treasurers $2.25 for each child between 4 and 16 
years of age. 

Certain towns having a valuation of not over 
$2,500,000 may receive from the state fund a further 
sum, providing the town expends annually 125 per 
pupil based on the average attendance. 

The "town deposit fund" of money derived from 
the United States is deposited with the towns and the 
income applied to public schools. 

LEGISLATION AEFECTING REVENUE LAWS! 1913. 

Foreign insurance companies were required to pay a tax of 2 per 
cent of the gross premiums received, less return premiums and can- 
cellations. Nonincome producing buildings and the laud upon 
which they stand, to the value of $1,000, owned by any church or 
incorporated camp-meeting association were exempted from taxa- 



tion. Provision was made for the classification and taxation of 
woodland, and forest plantations formerly exempted were again 
subjected to taxation. The commercial motor-vehicle license was 
changed to read "$7 for 1,000 pounds or fractional part, and $3 for 
each additional thousand pounds or fractional part over 400 
pounds." Dealer's license, $50. 

The taxation of express, telegraph, cable, telephone, and car 
companies was placed on a basis of gross earnings, as follows: Ex- 
press companies, 2 per cent; telegraph, cable, and car companies, 
3 per cent; telephone companies, 4 per cent; these taxes to be in 
lieu of all other taxes upon property used in the business, but any 
real estate to be assessed and taxed where located. 
' The rate of taxation of railroads and street railways was raised 
from 10 to 11 mills for the years 1913 and 1914. The personal or poll 
tax was declared due and payable on February 1 instead of March 
1 of each year. 

The inheritance tax was changed to read as follows: 

Property passing to a parent, husband, wife, or any legally adopted 
child or lineal descendant of the decedent is exempt to the extent 
of $5,000; on all amounts in excess of $5,000 and up to $100,000 the 
tax is 1 per cent; in excess of $100,000 and up to $300,000, 2 per 
cent; on all in excess of $300,000, 3 per cent. 

Property passiug to the wife or widow of a son, the husband of 
a daughter, or the brother or sister of full or half blood of the dece- 
dent is exempt to the extent of $3,000, on all amounts ia excess 
of $3,000 and up to $100,000 the tax is 1 per cent; on all in excess 
of $100,000, 3 per cent. 

All other beneficiaries are exempted up to $500 and taxed 5 per 
cent on all in excess of $500 and up to $100,000; and 6 per cent on 
all in excess of $100,000. The tax in all cases is levied on the 
amounts in excess of the exemptions and not on the whole estate. 

In ■ case taxes on mortgaged property have been paid by the 
mortgagee he is entitled to recover the amount before releasing 
title. 

Fraternal benefit societies pay an annual license of $5 and various 
fees to the insurance commissioner. 

County commissioners were authorized to issue liquor licenses 
to summer hotels for a period of not exceeding four months from 
June 1 of any year upon the recommendation of a majority of the 
legal voters of the town in which situated. Bowling alleys were 
classified as mercantile establishments and taxed as such. 

Special authority was given to cities, towns, and boroughs to pro- 
vide for sprinkling streets with oil or water and to assess costs to 
abutting real estate. 

The following state licenses and fees were established: 

License to bottle water for sale, $10; to practice osteopathy, $2. 

Examination fee to practice midwifery, $15; to practice optom- 
etry, $10; and issuance of certificate, $5. 

Banks and trust companies: For filing list of stockholders, $10; 
and charter fee of $1 for each $1,000 of authorized capital stock. 



DELAWARE. 



The state derives its revenues from corporation 
and inheritance taxes and from fees and licenses on 
various occupations. There is no state levy on 
general property. 

The counties, cities, and hundreds depend upon the 
general property, inheritance, and poll taxes. The 
type of property tax is an old one, including a valua- 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
A summary of the revenue and tax laws contained in the State 
Be venue and Taxation Commission Keport of 1909. 
The Laws of Delaware, being the session laws down to 1913. 
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tion of ground rentals and an assessment of certain 
classes of property at statutory values. Many 
important classes of personal property are exempt. 

Delaware has practically complete separation of 
state and local taxation. 

A peculiarity of the revenue laws of Delaware is the 
existence of special laws providing for the taxation of 
certain corporations, such as railroads and banks, 
individually, or commuting their taxes on special 
terms. These special taxes are quite numerous, so 
that no attempt has been made to list them all in 
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this compilation. A sufficient number are cited to 
show their general character and their place in the 
system. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 1. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and 
shall be levied and collected under general laws, but the general 
assembly may by general laws exempt from taxation such property 
as in the opinion of the general assembly will best promote the 
public welfare. 

Sec. 5. The general assembly shall provide for levying and 
collecting a capitation tax from every male citizen of the state of 
the age of 21 years or upward ; but such tax to be collected in any 
county shall be uniform throughout that county, and such capita- 
tion tax shall be used exclusively in the county in which it is 
collected. 

Sec. 7. In all assessments of the value of real estate for taxation, 
the value of the land and the value of the buildings and improve- 
ments thereon shall be included. And in all assessments of the 
rental value of real estate for taxation, the rental value of the land 
and the rental value of the building and the improvements thereon 
shall be included. The foregoing provisions of this section shall 
apply to all assessments of the value of real estate or the rental 
value thereof for taxation for state, county, hundred, school, munic- 
ipal, or other pubhc purposes. 

AETICLE IX. 

Sec. 6. Shares of the capital stock of corporations created under 
the laws of this state, when owned by persons or corporations 
without this state, shall not be subject to taxation by any law now 
existing or hereafter to be made. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 3. Provided, That * * * all real and personal property 
used for school purposes, where the tuition is free, shall be exempt 
from taxation and assessment for public purposes. 

orncEEs. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The state treasurer, elected for two years, who collects most of 
the specific taxes. 

(2) The clerks of the peace, elected in each county for a term of 
four years, who collect licenses for the state. 

(3) The levy court, composed of commissioners of a varying num- 
ber in each county, elected usually by the hundreds for a term of 
four years, supervises the work of assessment. 

(4) The assessors, one elected in each hundred for a term of two 
years. Wilmington hundred has three assessors. 

(5) The collectors, one in each hundred, appointed annually by 
the levy court. 

(6) The board of revision of assessments for each district, com- 
posed of the assessor and two citizens of the district, appointed 
annually by the county levy court. 

(7) Collector of state revenue, appointed by the governor for a 
term of four years, to investigate statements as to property subject 
to taxation filed with clerks of the peace. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

Although the state has apparently not surrendered 
formally its right to use this tax, it is not used at 
present. (See County Revenues.) 



B. POLL TAXES. 

Not used for state purposes. (See County Rev- 
enues.) 

0. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property in excess of $500 in value passing by 
will, grant, deed, or gift, to take efEect at the death of 
the donor or grantor, other than to the husband or 
wife or to the lineal descendants or lineal ancestors or 
adopted child or children of the donor, is subject to 
the following tax: 

If passing t» a brother or sister or descendant thereof of decedent, 
1 per cent of the value; to a brother or sister or descendant thereof 
of the father or mother of decedent, 2 per cent of the value; to a 
brother or sister or descendant thereof of the grandfather or grand- 
mother of decedent, 3 per cent of the value. To all other collateral 
heirs or strangers of the blood, 5 per cent of the value thereof, 
except that property passing to or for the use or benefit of or in trust 
for any charitable, educational, or religious institution, or to cities 
or towns for public improvements, shall not be subject to this tax. 
All taxes subject to this provision are for the benefit and use of the 
state. 

This tax is a lien upon the estate until paid and is 
due and payable within 13 months from the granting 
of letters testamentary or administrative. There is 
no provision for any discount for prompt payment 
or for interest in case of delay. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

(1) Specific. — The Farmers' Bank, one-fourth of 1 per cent per 
annum on paid-up capital. The Bank of Delaware, one-fourth of 1 
per cent per annum on paid-up capital, and on surplus over 25 per 
cent of paid-up capital . The Bank of Wilmington and Brandy wine, 
one-foiuth of 1 per cent per annum on paid-up capital. The Bank 
of Smyrna, one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum on paid-up capital. 
The Union Bank of Delaware, one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum on 
paid-up capital. The Delaware City Bank, one-fourth of 1 per cent 
per annum on paid-up capital. The Bank of Milford, one-fourth of 
1 per cent per annum on paid-up capital. The Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington & Baltimore Eailroad, one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum 
on paid-up capital. 

(2) Bailroad and steamboat passenger tax. — Every person, cor- 
poration, etc., engaged in carrying passengers by steam power on 
land or water is required to pay a state tax at the rate of 10 cents per 
passenger, soldiers and sailors not included. Companies are 
required to report the number of passengers carried . 

This tax was held to be unconstitutional so far as 
interstate travel was concerned, and with other taxes 
was commuted as shown below. 

The Wilmington City Railway Co. is exempt. All raihoads other 
than the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad Co., 
which is allowed to commute this tax by an annual payment of 
$13,000, may likewise commute the tax by an annual payment 
bearing the same ratio to their gross receipts from passenger traffic 
which $13,000 does to that of the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Balti- 
more Raihoad Co. 

(3) Net earnings tax.— All railroads and canal companies, domes- 
tic, doing business in Delaware, are required to pay 10 percent on 
the net earnings in Delaware, this amount being that proportion of 
the total net earnings which the mileage in Delaware is of the total 
mileage. 

(4) Raihoad companies taxed under (3) pay annually for each 
locomotive, $100; passenger car, $25; freight car, $10. 
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(5) Railroad and canal companies taxed under (3) pay an annual 
tax of one-half of 1 percent on the actual cash value of every share 
of capital stock. 

The following raihoads are allowed to commute all of the above 
taxes for the following amounts: Maryland, Delaware & Virginia 
Railway to pay $500; Delaware, Maryland & Virginia Railway, 
$1,500; Wilmington & Northern Railway, $5,000; Delaware Rail- 
way, 125,000; Baltimore & Philadelphia Railway, $30,000; Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railway, $50,000. The taxes 
under (2), (3), (4), and (5) are merely suspended in so far as the 
above-named railroads are concerned, and the above specific 
amounts paid ia lieu of all state taxes. 

(6) Banks, state, national, and savings, and every loan and trust 
company pay a tax of one-fifth of 1 per cent per annum on their 
capital stock, surplus, and undivided profits, which is in lieu of all 
state taxes except franchise taxes. 

(7) Insurance companies. — Life insurance companies, 2 per cent 
per annum on gross premiums less return premiums and reinsurance. 
All other insurance companies, 1 J per cent on gross premiums. All 
domestic fire insvirance companies, $100 annually. Delaware State 
Grange Mutual Fire Insiurance Co. is exempt. Foreign guarantee 
and casualty companies, IJ per cent on premiums. All payable 
to insurance commissioner for use of state. 

(8) Telegraph companies, incorporated before 1899, pay annually 
60 cents per mile for the longest wire in the state; 30 cents per mile 
for the next longest; 20 cents per mile for each other wire in the 
state. 

(9) Telephone companies. — Same as telegraph companies, with 
an additional tax of 25 cents on each transmitter located in the state. 

(10) Production of steam, gas, or electricity for heat, light, or 
power for sale: Such firms or corporations pay a tax of 1 mill on 
the dollar on gross receipts of the next year preceding. New com- 
panies forming pay $50 for less than a year. 

(11) Express companies, incorporated before 1899, 6 per cent of 
gross earnings in the state, and, in addition, a license fee of $250 
aimually. 

(12) Other companies, annual franchise tax. — Every telegraph, 
telephone, cable, or electric light company; or company organized 
for the distribution of electricity, heat, or power; or organized for 
the purpose of producing or distributing steam, heat, or power; 
every express company not owned by a railroad company and not 
otherwise taxed; every company organized for the production, dis- 
tribution, or sale of gas; every parlor, palace, or sleeping car com- 
pany; every oil or pipe-line company; every life insurance com- 
pany; every fire, marine, live stock, casualty, or accident insurance 
company, except mutual fire insurance companies which do not 
issue policies on the stock plan, hereafter incorporated under the 
laws of this state, shall pay an annual tax for the use of the state by 
way of a license for its corporate franchise. This tax is based on a 
report made to the secretary of state showing, among other things, 
the receipts within the state. The rate is 1 per cent of the gross 
receipts in the state for telephone, telegraph, cable, and express 
companies; two-fifths of 1 per cent of gross earnings for electric heat 
companies, etc., together with 4 per cent on all dividends in excess 
of 4 per cent; three-fifths of 1 per cent of gross earnings for pipe lines; 
three-fourths of 1 per cent of gross premiums for insurance companies 
other than life; three-fourths of 1 per cent on surplus of life insurance 
companies, together with a franchise tax of thirty one-hundredths 
of 1 per cent on gross premiums; IJ per cent on gross receipts of 
parlor car companies. 

(13) Domestic mercantile, manufacturing, and miscellaneous 
corporations organized after March 10, 1899, and doing less than 
50 per cent of their business in the state, pay anmially a franchise 
tax, as follows: When the authorized capital is under $25,000, $5; 
between $25,000 and $100,000, $10; between $100,000 and $300,000, 
$20; between $300,000 and $500,000, $35; between $500,000 and 
$1,000,000, $50, and $25 on each $1,000,000 in excess of .$1,000,000: 
Provided, That where companies show that they have not engaged 
in any business, one-half of the above rates are to be charged, but 
in no case less than $5. 



These corporation taxes do not apply to railroad, 
canal, or banking corporations; purely charitable or 
educational associations; savings banks; cemetery or 
religious corporations; manufacturing or mining cor- 
porations. 

Foreign insurance companies. — ^These taxes are collected by the 
state treasurer on the basis of a report filed with the secretary of 
state. There is also a general retaliatory tax against all foreign cor- 
porations. 

Manufacturers pay license taxes based on amount of real and 
personal property used by them. (See Business taxes, licenses, 
and fees. ) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

(1) Collected generally by the clerks of the peace, for the benefit 
of the state: Inns and taverns, to sell liquor, less than 1 quart, to be 
drunk on the premises, $300 in towns of 10,000 or over; under 10,000, 
$200. Inns or taverns, special, to sell less than 1 quart, to be drunk 
off the premises, $25 additional. Retailer, to sell liquor, not less 
than one-half gallon, to be drunk off the premises, $100; to sell 
not less than 1 quart, to be drunk off the premises, $25 additional; 
druggists, to sell liquor, not over 1 quart, to be drunk off the premises, 
$20. Peddlers, on foot, $50, payable quarterly; 1 horse, $50; 2 horses, 
$75; each additional horse, $25; with vehicle and 1 or 2 horses, $100; 
each additional horse, $50. Fruit peddlers, with cart and 1 horse, 
$25; 2 horses, $35; each additional horse, $10. To sell clocks, coffee, 
or tea, $50 extra. Manufacturers peddling their own goods made in 
the state, persons selling the produce of their own land, vendors of 
oysters and fish, and soldiers and sailors of the Civil War are exempt. 
Peddlers of tin or Japan wares with one or more horses bu,t no cart, 
$10; one or more horses with cart, $20; nonresident, $100 extra for 
each county. Most of the licenses for peddlers apply only in Kent 
and Sussex Counties. Merchants, wholesale or retail, if purchases 
for the previous year amounted to $1,000 or less, $6; if over $1,000, 
then 10 cents per $100 extra. Women are exempt if purchases are 
under $1,000. Merchants, halt yearly, $5. Auctioneers, $10 (soldiers 
and sailors of Civil War exempt from this license); brokers, $100; 
juggler, $25; conveyancer, $10; if receipts under $100, $5; doctors, 
including osteopaths, $10; special license for transient doctors, $100 
extra; dentists, $20; eatiug houses, $25; lawyers, $10; photographers, 
$20 ; real estate agents, $50 ; resident owners of stallions and jacks, $10 ; 
nonresident, $20; veterinarians, $10; bicycle and tricycle railways 
and revolving swings, $50; razzle-dazzle, $25, and haunted swings, 
$20; constable, $5, for three years; nonresident catching clams and 
terrapins, $50; opening oysters for export where the capital invested 
is $500, $30; persons bujdng game for sale, $20; shipping game for 
profit, except geese and ducks, $500; life insurance companies col- 
lecting weekly premiums, $50; distillers of spirituous liquors from 
grain, fruit, or fruit juices, $500; agents of foreign insurance com- 
panies, $25; oyster catchers, $5; in certain places, $20; boats, $2.50 
per ton. In certain places, boats, $3.50 per ton, $3.50 for each man 
tonging. Menhaden fishing boats, $100. To practice optometry, 
$10; wholesale liquor, $500; liquor merchant, $200; pool table or 
bowling alley, for first, $15; each additional, $10; retailers (whose 
principal place of business is outside of state), when cost of goods 
exceeds $5,000, $10 and 10 cents for every $100 in excess of $5,000; 
* * * for brewing liquors, 5 cents for every 31 gallons brewed, 
commencing business, $500 until first day of June next ensuing- 
manufacturers, $5 and one-half of 1 per cent on statutory value of 
real and personal property, including machinery; gypsies, $300; 
sale of deadly weapons, $25; circus (within 2 miles of city having 
population over 50,000), $300; otherwise, $100; theater or moving 
picture shows in cities over 50,000, $100; in cities of less than 50,000, 
$25; amusement park, $500; merry-go-round, and other amusements 
of like nature, $75; any other amusement for profit, $25; undertakers, 
$1; to carry concealed weapons, $2. 

In New Castle County: Pawnbrokers, $25; junk dealers, $15; 
Pullman Co. may pay $300 in lieu of manufacturers' license; buck- 
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sters, on foot, |10; wagon and 1 horse, $15; wagon with, more than 1 
horse, $25. Foot peddler, $25; wagon and 1 horse, $25; wagon with 
more than 1 horse, $50. 

Secretary of state. — Certificate of incorporation, 10 cents for each 
$1,000 of capital stock authorized, in no case less than |10; certificate 
of increase, 10 cents per $1,000 of increase, minimum, $5; consoli- 
dation, 10 cents per $1,000 beyond the total authorized capital stock 
of the corporations consolidated, in no case less than $20; in all cases 
where the amount of capital stock exceeds $2,000,000, the fee is 5 
cents on each $1,000 in excess of $2,000,000; dissolution, change of 
name, amended certificates or decrease of capital stock, $10; all 
other certificates, $5; renewal of existehce, $20; certificate of incor- 
poration by private act, $20 if capital stock is $50,000 or less, 
and 20 cents for each additional $1,000; foreign corporations certifi- 
cate, $50; issuing certificates in private case under great seal, $2; 
seal of oflBce, $1 ; for copying, 2 cents per line; receiving, filing, or in- 
dexing certificate, decrees, agreements, etc., pertaining to corpora- 
tions, $2; for appeals for commutation of franchise tax, including 
filing necessary certificate, $7; for proceedings of reinstatement, $7; 
for filing certificate of foreign corporations, $10; divorce acts and 
acts pertaining to the acknowledgment of deeds, $20; for commis- 
sions—notary public, $6; justice of the peace, $6; commissioner of 
deeds, $10; prothonotaries, recorder of deeds, register of wills, clerks 
of the peace, and sheriffs, $50; clerks of orphans' court, $25; and in 
addition, $10 for commission as register in chancery; constables ap- 
pointed by governor, $5; attorney general, $10; registration of motor 
vehicles, $3 (per year); operator for motor vehicle, $2 (per annum); 
to practice optometry, registration fee, $1; professional nurse, ex- 
amination fee, $5; to practice dentistry, examination fee, $20; un- 
dertaker's certificate, $5; marriage certificate, $2. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Delaware. 
CotTNTY Revenues. 

A. GENERAL PEOPERTT TAXES. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^All real and 
personal property not specially exempt is subject to 
taxation. Groimd rents are included. Many impor- 
tant classes of personal property are exempt. 

None of these terms, however, are defined for pur- 
poses of taxation. 

Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: The property of 
churches, religious societies, colleges, and charitable corporations; 
provisions necessary for the use and consumption of the owner 
and his family for a year (not including live stock) ; farming uten- 
sils; the working tools of mechanics or manufacturers; the imple- 
ments of a person's trade or profession; stock on hand of a manu- 
facturer or tradesman; household furniture other than plate; grain 
and the produce of land; wearing apparel; ready money; goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported; and vessels trading from any 
part of the state; charitable homes for reformed women to the 
value of $25,000; homes for incurables to the value of $15,000; 
soldiers' rest rooms; property used for purposes of carrying on set- 
tlement work; lands and buildings of incorporated college frater- 
nities to value of $10,000; lands and tenements of Young Women's 
Christian Association to value of $25,000. 

Shares of stock in domestic corporations, which are owned by 
persons or corporations without the state are, by the constitution 
exempt from taxation. (See Constitutional provisions, Art. IX.) 

Railroad property within the right of way is technically exempt, 
as railroads are taxed otherwise for state purposes. 

h. Assessment. — The assessment is made by the 
local or "hundred" assessors on information, but 



they may require statements from the owners of 
property. Fraudulent returns are subject to a pen- 
alty of $40, and refusal to make returns, to a penalty 
of $10 and the doubling of the assessment. Evasion 
after assessment is punishable by a fine of $30 and 
a doubling of the assessment. 

The assessment, which is made every fourth year, 
must be completed by January 1. The last one was 
in 1909. 

Lands and buildings thereon are assessed once every four yeara 
at their true value in money. Homes and lots in cities, etc., are 
assessed on the basis of annual rental at $100 for every $12 rental 
plus any excess of true value thereover. Rents are assessed by 
the assessor in each hundred at the rate of $100 for each $8 
received and are assessed to the persons receiving the same. 
Tenants may pay the taxes on rents and deduct the same from 
rents due. 

Personal property is assessed once every four years by the asses- 
sors of the hundreds, and the roll is corrected annually to include 
new arrivals, new acquisitions of property, and persons who have 
come of age, with corresponding deductions. Silver plate is val- 
ued at $1.10 per ounce. In practice but very little personal prop- 
erty is assessed for the general property tax. (See Municipal 
Revenues.) 

An annual assessment is provided for in Wilmington hundred. 

The assessor is paid by fees allowed by the levy court. 

c. Equalization. — The levy court revises and cor- 
rects the assessment list and equalizes all assessments. 

2. Rate — 

The levy court shall annually calculate and settle 
the amount of the road tax, the poor tax, and the 
county tax and apportion the same among the 
hundreds at a certain rate per $100 of assessments. 

The road tax is payable in money only and can not 
be commuted. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the collectors in each hun- 
dred, under warrant of the levy court. They are 
payable on demand after the second Tuesday in Oc- 
tober; and if not paid within 10 days after demand, 
may be collected by distress and sale of personal 
property. If the amount of personal property is not 
sufficient, they revert on real estate and tenements, 
and if that fail, the individual may be imprisoned. 

On all taxes paid before the 1st day of October 
there is an abatement of 5 per cent; before December 
1, 3 per cent. On all taxes unpaid on the 1st day of 
January, 5 per cent penalty is added. 

The collector may recover taxes in an action of debt. 

The collector is paid by fees allowed by the levy 
court, not to exceed 8 per cent of collection. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The levy court is to levy a capitation tax on every 
male citizen of the county 21 years of age or over, 
such tax to be not more than $1.25 nor less than 25 
cents, the same to be uniform throughout the county 
in which it is levied. 
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C, D, AND E. THE INHERITANCE TAX, CORPORATION 
TAXES, AND BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The inheritance and corporation taxes, as well as 
most of the business taxes, licenses, and fees, are 
reserved for the state. 

The county receives a fee of $1.60 for each liquor 
license, of which theclerkof thepeacereceivesone- third. 

Clerks of the peace, for issuing any license, charge a 
maximum fee of 50 cents, which reverts to the county. 

Municipal Revenues. 

The revenue system of the cities is similar to that for 
the counties and requires no special description. In 
many cities, however, horses and mules are subject to a 
per capita tax. Local laws and customs which author- 
ize this and other special taxes contribute to make the 
general property tax almost whoUy one on realty. 

Specified cities are authorized to levy on public util- 
ities franchise taxes at rates specified in the statutes. 
A city may likewise be authorized to levy certain busi- 
ness taxes and licenses. The statutes authorize special 
improvements in designated cities to be paid for partly 
by special assessments levied on the property abutting 
the improvement. 

School Revenues. 

The schools are supported by the state school fund, 
which is made up of money derived from various in- 



vestments in bank stock, raUroad bonds, etc., and an 
appropriation from the state treasury, as well as by 
a county levj^ and by special school distiict levies. 
The receipts from tavern and marriage licenses ac- 
crue to the school fund. 

The school districts may borrow money and levy 
any tax sufiicielit to pay interest and provide for a 
sinking fund to repay the loan. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

Companies operating branch stores, warehouses, or distributing 
places within the state, which have their principal places of busi- 
ness outside the state, are required to pay for each county an annual 
license tax of $10, and in addition at the rate of 10 cents for each 
flOO in excess of $5,000 cost value of goods, merchandise, or other 
property received for sale. 

Manufacturers, except producers of alcoholic liquors, steam, gas, 
or electricity, and farm products for home consumption, pay for 
each factory an annual license tax of $5 and i^oil per cent of the 
gross receipts of the preceding year. 

Annual registration fee for motor vehicles changed to $5 and of 
motor cycles to $3. Hunting license: Resident, $1.10; nonresident, 
$10.50; fishermen: nonresident, $3.50; fishing boats, $50; law 
licensing nonresidents to catch clams is repealed ; dyers and scourers 
are required to pay an annual license of $10; laundries, $25; mer- 
cantile agenices, $10; menhadden fishing vessels using purse nets, 
steam, or other power, 125 net tons and less, $100; over 125 tons, 
$200; sailing vessels, $25; tonnage tax on boats engaged in the oyster 
business, $3.50 per ton. 

Marriage license, $3; certified public accountant: examination 
fee and certificate, $25. 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 1 



The District of Columbia is a Federal municipal 
corporation over which the Congress of the United 
States has supreme legislative control. The executive 
power is vested in a board of three commissioners, 
appointed by the President of the United States. 
Congress has granted to this board power to adopt 
local pohce, health, building, and other regulations. 

The District derives its revenue from the general 
property and special corporation taxes, an elaborate 
system of privilege taxes on various occupations, and 
also from appropriations by Congress from money of 
the United States, under the act of June 11, 1878 (20 
Stats., 104): 

To the extent to which Congress shall approve of said estimates. 
Congress shall appropriate the amount of 50 per cent thereof; 
and the remaining 50 per cent of such approved estimates shall 
be levied and assessed upon the taxable property in the District 
of Columbia. 



1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources : 

The Code of Law for the District of Columbia, compiled by 
Wm. F. Meyers. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1911. 

United States Statutes at Large. 

Methods of Assessment and Taxation in the District of Columbia, 
compiled by Dr. William Tindall, 1911. 

The Government of the District of Columbia, by Walter Fair- 
leigb Dodd. Washington, John Byrne & Co., 1909. 



OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Assessor of the District, appointed by the commissioners. 

(2) Board of assistant assessors, composed of five members, 
appointed as a permanent board by the commissioners. 

(3) Assessors of real estate, composed of three members of the 
board of assistant assessors, designated by the assessor, for the 
assessment of real estate. 

(4) Board of personal tax appraisers, composed of the assessor 
and two assistant assessors, designated by the assessor for the 
assessment of personal property. 

(5) Board of equalization and review of real estate assessments, 
and board of personal tax appeals, composed of the five assistant 
assessors and the assessor who acts as chairman. 

(6) Collector of taxes of the District. 

District Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — Property, 
real and personal, is subject to taxation except as 
specially exempted. There is no definition of real 
and personal property for purposes of taxation. 

Exemptions in addition to public property are: Churches; insti- 
tutions of public charity; public libraries; property used for educa- 
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tional purposes, not for public gain; cemeteries; real and personal 
property of foreign governments; the Corcoran Art Building; the 
Soldiers' Home and grounds actually occupied by such buildings; 
personal property of all Kbrary, benevolent, charitable, and sci- 
entific institutions, not conducted for private gain; libraries, 
schoolbooks, wearing apparel, family portraits, household and 
other belongings to $1,000; also all household effects of persons in 
public service which are taxed elsewhere. There are also a num- 
ber of special acta of Congress exempting certain property from 
taxation, 

h. Assessment. — Real estate is assessed triennially, 
beginning in 1896, at not less than two-thirds of its. 
true value by the assessors of real estate in the name 
of the owner or trustee of owner thereof. The 
assessment is to be completed on or before the first 
Monday of January in each third year and return of 
the same made to the assessor. Annually the board 
of real estate assessors Ust and assess all new prop- 
erty subject to taxation, also improvements of $500 
or over, and deduct from the assessment any property 
damaged or destroyed. The law provides for the 
numbering of squares and lots for the purpose of 
assessment and taxation, and imposes upon the com- 
missioners the duty of making such record. 

Personal property is assessed annually by the board 
of personal tax appraisers at its fair cash value. 
Every person or corporation is required to fiU out, 
under oath, a schedule of personal property. Failure 
to make returns results in a penalty of 20 per cent of 
the assessed valuation. 

I Dealers ia general merchandise are assessed on the 
average stock in trade during the year, and hotel 
companies and proprietors of hotels on the value of 
their furniture. 

c. Equalization. — Real estate values are equalized 
by the board of equalization and reviewed in every 
third year when the assessment is made. After 
approval by the commissioners, this assessment is 
the basis of taxation for the ensuing three years. 

The board of personal tax appeals annually equal- 
izes the assessment of personal property. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of taxation is uniformly, throughout the 
District, IJ per cent on both real and personal 
property. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the collector, after receiving 
from the assessor the statement of the amount to be 
collected. AH taxes are payable in May of each year, 
but one-half of the real estate tax may be paid in 
November. The penalty for delinquency, 1 per cent 
a month, begins to accrue June 1. Real estate is sold 
for deUnquent taxes under direction of the commis- 
sioners. Taxes on personalty unpaid June 1 may be 
collected by distraint and sale, and also by levy on 
real property, if goods and chattels are lacking. 



B AND C. POLL AND INHERITANCE TAXES. 

There are no poll and inheritance taxes. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The law provides that all corporations, other than 
those mentioned below as specifically taxed, shall be 
taxed li per cent on the assessed valuation of their 
capital stock, less the value of taxed real estate, which 
is to be appraised by the board of personal tax ap- 
praisers at its fair cash value, but business companies 
which, by reason of or in addition to incorporation, 
receive no special franchise or privilege "shall be rated, 
assessed, and taxed as individuals conducting business 
in similar fines are rated, assessed, and taxed." 

The value of aU real estate in the District owned by 
corporations is deducted from the assessed valuation 
of the capital stock. 

As trustee for their stockholders, national banks, 
aU other incorporated banks, trust, gas, electric 
lighting and telephone companies are required to 
make a report annually, on or before August 1, to 
the personal tax appraisers of their gross earnings for 
the preceding year ending June 30, and pay per annum 
gross earnings taxes as follows : 

National banks and all other incorporated banks and trust com- 
panies, 6 per cent; gas companies, 5 per cent; electric lighting and 
telephone companies, 4 per cent. The real estate of these com- 
panies is also taxed as other real estate in the District. Building 
associations pay 2 per cent on their gross earnings. 

Street railroad companies pay 4 per cent on their gross receipts 
"and other taxes as provided by existing law," meaning that their 
real estate shall be taxed, unless expressly exempted. Insurance 
companies pay IJ per cent on their premium receipts; fidelity, 
bonding, and title companies, IJ per cent on gross receipts; savings 
banks having no capital stock, IJ per cent on the amount of surplus 
and undivided profits; incorporated savings banks, 4 per cent 
on their gross earnings, less the amount paid as interest to their 
depositors. The Washington Market Co. is taxed 4 per cent on the 
gross earnings from conduits authorized by Congress to be laid for 
refrigerating purposes. 

• E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Licenses are required for businesses, trades, and 
professions, and are issued over the hand and official 
seal of the assessor. The following ficenses are annual, 
unless otherwise specified : 

Apothecaries, $6; athletic grounds (baseball, football, golf, polo, 
race track), $20 per week, $5 per day; auctioneers, $100; automobile 
establishments, $25 for 10 vehicles or less, $2 for each additional 
vehicle;, automobile drivers, $2; automobile identification tax and 
registration, $2; balls, concerts, entertainments, $3 per night; 
private banks or bankers, not incorporated, $500; baths (Turkish, 
etc.), massage establishments, $25; billposters, $20; billiard rooms, 
$12 for each game table; boarding houses, $1 for each room; bowl- 
ing alleys, boxing and fencing schools, gymnasiums, shooting gal- 
leries, $12; brewers and brewers' agents, $250 (after November 1, 
1913, this license inoperative, but instead must take wholesale liq- 
uor dealers' license); brokers (members of a stock exchange), $100; 
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note brokers, $500; building contractors of all kinds, $25; carriages, 
omnibuses for liire, $6, drawn by one animal; $9, more than one 
animal; $9, by other motive power (driver's badge, 50 cents); car- 
riage and wagon establishments, $25; cattle dealers, $15; cigar 
dealers, confectionery establishments, $12; circuses, $200 per day; 
employment agencies, $25; clairvoyants, fortunetellers, mediums, 
palmists, soothsayers, $25; commission merchants, secondhand 
dealers of all kinds, $40; cook shops, dairy lunches, eating houses, 
ice cream parlors, oyster houses, restaurants, victualers, $18; dealers 
in all kinds of markets, $5; distillers or rectifiers, $250 (unenforced); 
druggists, §6; exhibits (agricultural, art, cattle, floral, food, freaks, 
industrial, mechanical, museums, poultry, sideshows, etc.), enter- 
tainment, lecture, exhibition halls, fairs, carnivals, picnic grounds, 
skating rinks, SlOO per annum, .$10 for first week, $5 for each subse- 
quent week, $3 per day; explosives, kerosene, $1; florists, $15; fuel 
hucksters, $5; gasoline, $o; hotels, SI per room, with a minimum of 
$30; hucksters, $12 per vehicle; investment and maturity associa- 
tions, $100; land and improvement companies, $50; laundries, 
steam or other power, $20; hand laundries, $10; livery stables, $25 
for 10 stalls, S2 for each additional stall; liquor dealers, retail, 
$800; wholesale, $300 (after November 1, 1913, $1,000 and $500; 
beginning license year 1915, $1,500 and $800); merry-go-rounds, 
$12 for first week, $] for each subsequent week, $3 per day; sight- 
seeing passenger transportation lines, $6 for each vehicle not ex- 
ceeding 10 passengers, $12 for over 10 passengers; pawnbrokers, 
$100; peddlers. $25; produce dealers, $12 for each vehicle; slot 
machines, $2 per machine, $50 for unlimited number; tteaters, 
$100 per annum, $20 per week, $10 less than 1 week; undertakers, 
$25; Washington Stock Exchange (for all members), $500. 

A tax of $2 is levied on dogs, the receipts from which are paid 
into the police relief fund. 

The revenue derived from fees is comparatively small, the most 
important items being municipal court fees, building permits, 
payments to the surveyor for services, and motor vehicle tags. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in the District of Columbia. 

G. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

No property except that belonging to the United 
StateSj the District of Columbia, and property of 



foreign legations is exempt from assessments for 
improvements. 

For the construction of sidewalks and the improve- 
ment of alleys, and for the setting of curbs, abutting 
property is assessed for one-half of the cost of such 
work pro rata according to the linear frontage of said 
property. 

For service connections with water mains and 
sewers the benefited property pays the cost. For 
laying of water mains the rate is $1.25 per linear front 
foot of abutting property and for laying of service 
sewers $1 per linear front foot. 

For opening of streets the whole cost is assessed 
against the property affected if such cost does not 
exceed the benefit conferred upon the property by the 
opening of such street. The excess, if any, is to be 
borne and paid by the District of Columbia. In this 
payment the half-and-half principle, referred to above, 
does not apply. 

For opening of alleys the whole cost is assessed on the 
property in the square or block in which the alley is 
constructed and the property in the squares or blocks 
confronting such square or block. 

Provisions are also made for assessment to pay for 
removing or securing dangerous structures, removal of 
insanitary buildings, inclosing dangerous wells, etc., 
removal of weeds, drainage of lots, and abatement of 
nuisances. 

Street railways are assessed pro rata for crossing 
poHcemen and for street paving within or for 2 feet 
on either side of street railway tracks. 

School Revenues. 

There are no separate sources of school revenue in 
the District of Columbia. All school expenses are 
paid from the general fund. 



FLORIDA. 



The revenues of Florida are derived principally from 
general property taxes and a long series of general and 
special taxes. There are no corporation taxes of im- 
portance, and no inheritance or income tax. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE HI. 

Sec. 20. The legislature shall not pass special or local laws in any 
of the following enumerated cases: * * * for assessment and 
collection of taxes for state and county purposes. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Be vised Statutes of Florida, 1906. 

The Session Laws for 1907-09-11. 

A compilation of the Laws for the Assessment and Collection of 
Kevenue, etc., by A. C. Groom, comptroller. State Printer, 
Tallahasse, Fla., 1907. 

Guide to License Laws of 1907, prepared by A. C. Groom, comp- 
troller. Capital Publishing Co., Tallahasse, Fla. 

License Laws of the State of Florida, 1913, published by W. V. 
Knott, comptroller. 



ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide for a uniform and equal 
rate of taxation, and shall prescribe sach regulations as shall secure 
a just valuation of all property, both real and personal, excepting 
such property as may be exempted by law for municipal, educa- 
tional, literary, scientific, religious, or charitable purposes. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for raising revenue sufficient 
to defray the expenses of the state for each fiscal year, and also a 
sufficient sum to pay the principal and interest of the existing 
indebtedness of the state. 

Sec 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law. 

Sec. 5. The legislature shall authorize the several counties and 
incorporated cities or towns in the state to assess and impose taxes 
for county and municipal purposes, and for no other purposes, and 
all property shall be taxed upon the principles established for state 
taxation. But the cities and incorporated towns shall make their 
own assessments for municipal purposes upon the property within 
their limits. The legislature may also provide for levying a special 
capitation tax and a tax on licenses. But the capitation tax shall 
not exceed $1 a year and shall be applied exclusively to common 
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school purposes. (Art. VI, sec. 8, permits the legislature to make 
payment of this tax a prerequisite for exercise of the suffrage.) 

Sec. 8. No person or corporation shall be relieved by any court 
from the payment of any tax that may be illegal or illegally or 
irregularly assessed until he or it shall have paid such proportion of 
Ms or its taxes as may be legal, and legally and regularly assessed. 

Sec. 9. There shall be exempt from taxation property to the value 
of $200 to every widow that has a family dependent on her for sup- 
port, and to every person that has lost a limb or been disabled in 
war or by misfortune. 

AHTICLB XII. 

Sec. 6. A special tax of 1 mill on the dollar of all taxable 
property in the state, in addition to the other means provided, shall 
be levied and apportioned annually for the support and main- 
tenance of public free schools. 

Sec. 8. Each county shall be reqtured to assess and collect 
annually for the support of public free schools therein, a tax of not 
less than 3 mills nor more than 7 mills on the dollar of all taxable 
property in the same. 

Sec. 9. The county school fund shall consist, in addition to the 
tax provided for in section 8 of this article, of the proportion of the 
interest of the state school fund and of the 1 mill state tax appor- 
tioned to the county; the net proceeds of all fines collected under 
the penal laws of the state within the county; all capitation taxes 
collected within the county; and shall be disbursed by the county 
board of public instruction solely for the maintenance and support 
of public free schools. 

Sec. 10. The legislature may provide for the division of any 
county or counties into convenient school districts; * * * and 
for the levying and collection of a district school tax, for the exclu- 
sive use of public free schools within the district, whenever a 
majority of the qualified electors thereof that pay a tax on real or 
personal property shall vote in favor of such levy: Provided, That 
any tax authorized by this section shall not exceed 3 mills on the 
dollar in any one year on the taxable property of the district. 

ARTICLE vm. 

Sec. 7. Provides for division of counties into taxation districts 
.by county commissioners, and the appointment of an assistant 
assessor of taxes. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor of taxes, elected for a term of two years. 

(2) The county tax collector, elected for a term of two years. 

(3) The board of county commissioners, of five members, elected 
for a term of two years, which reviews and equalizes the assessments. 

(4) The county judge, who issues all county licenses under seal 
of his court. 

(5) The state comptroller, attorney general, and treasurer, who 
constitute a board for the assessment of the operative property of 
railroads, telegraph, sleeping car, and parlor car companies. 

I 

State Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
real and personal, in the state, not expressly exempt, 
is subject to this tax. 

(1) "Real property'' includes land and buildings, fixtures and 
improvements. 



(2) "Personal property" includes goods and chattels; moneys and 
effects; all boats and vessels; all debts due or to become due from 
solvent debtors, whether on account, contract, note, or otherwise j 
and all public stocks or shares in all incorporated or unincorporated 
companies. 

(3) Exempt besides all public property are: The property of fire 
companies; the property of literary, educational, benevolent, chari- 
table, and scientific institutions; all houses of public worship, the 
lots on which they stand, and the furnishings; property of the Young 
Men's Christian Association; parsonages; burying grounds; public 
libraries; agricultural societies; and $200 to every widow dependent 
on her own exertion, and to every person who has lost a limb or been 
disabled in war or by misfortune. By construction, nonbearing 
fruit trees are exempt. 

h. Assessment. — With the exception of the operative 
property of railroad, telegraph, sleeping car, and parlor 
car companies, the assessment is made by the county 
assessors and their assistants. It refers to the 1st day 
of January and the roll is to be made up between that 
date and the 1st day of Jvlj. Property in general is 
assessed where located. The assessor makes up the 
list on the basis of returns by the owners and "shall 
require any person to make oath to the correctness of 
the list." Any person refusing to take such an oatk 
loses the right to a reduction of valuation. The assessor- 
determines the values. Assessment is required to be 
at "true value." 

Railroad companies, including street railroads, telegraph and 
telephone, and sleeping and parlor car companies, are assessed on 
their operative property by the comptroller, assisted and advised, 
by the attorney general and the treasurer of the state; on the basis', 
of reports furnished by such companies, the track and other real, 
property used in the business and the rolling stock and the like 
are assessed as a whole and apportioned to each county and city 
on a mileage basis. 

A peculiarity in the assessment of real estate is that the assessor 
must begin with the lowest numbered section in each township, or 
the lowest numbered block or lot in other surveys, and proceed 
consecutively. Lands which have escaped taxation may be assessed 
for back taxes for three years. 

National bank shares are assessed at the place where the bank is 
located. The bank is made the agent of the stockholders for the 
payment of the tax, which may be retained from dividends. 

When the timber, or the right to turpentine the same, belongs, 
to a person other than the owner of the land, such timber or privi- 
lege shall be assessed separately from the land. 

c. Equalization. — The board of county commis- 
sioners reviews and revises the assessments and equal- 
izes the assessment of real estate and personal prop- 
erty by raising or lowering the value of any piece of 
real estate or any item of personal property, but it 
may not raise or lower the assessment of the county 
as a whole. 

There is no equalization between counties. 
2. Rate — 

It is customary for the legislature to determine the 
rate and to make a direct levy for each year by statute, 
specifjdng the rate for each general purpose. The con- 
stitution requires a levy of 1 mill on the dollar of 
assessed valuation for school purposes. It is also cus- 
tomary to give the governor power to lower the rate- 
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if "he discovers from the aggregate assessment and 
from other sources of revenue" that a reduction is 
justified. 

The chief items recognized by special rates are: For the general 
fund, usually 2 mOls; for the state school fund, fixed by constitu- 
tion, 1 mill; for the state pension fund, 4 mills; special taxes for 
the maintenance of drainage and levee systems may be levied 
against the property benefited thereby. 

3. Collection — 

State, county, and school district taxes, together 
with any special taxes authorized by the county com- 
missioners, are collected on one roll by the county tax 
collector. The extensions are made by the assessor. 

Taxes are a lien on any property of the taxpayer, 
and may be collected by distress. They are due on 
the first Monday in November and become delinquent 
on the first Monday in April. Taxpayers paying their 
taxes between November 1 and December 1 are allowed 
a discount of 2 per cent therefrom; paying between 
December 1 and January 1, a discount of 1 per cent. 
When land sold for taxes is redeemed, the person re- 
deeming same shall pay all back taxes thereon. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The poll tax is a general tax, but is payable into 
the county school fund. (See County Revenues, Gen- 
eral poll tax.) 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

In general, in matters of taxation, corporations are 
not treated differently from individuals; they pay 
their general property taxes and licenses. 

The following are the only cases analogous to cor- 
poration taxes : 

Railroads pay an annual license tax of $10 for every mile of rail- 
road tracks in the state; one-half to be paid into the state treasury 
and one-half to be distributed by the comptroller to the various 
counties in which the railroads are located in proportion to mileage 
in each county. 

Insurance companies of all kinds pay a tax of 2 per cent upon the 
gross amount of receipts of premiums from policy holders in the 
state. 

Sleeping car companies are taxed upon their gross receipts in the 
state at the rate of fl.50 on each |100. The Southern Express Co. 
pays a special tax of $2,500 per annum. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND EEES. 

Auctioneers — in cities of 10,000 inhabitants or more, $25; 5,000 to 
10,000, $10; less than 5,000, $5. Abstractors of titles — individuals, 
in counties of 5,000 inhabitants or less, $10; in counties of more than 
5,000, $15; corporations — in counties of 3,000 inhabitants or more, 
$25. Agents — for bicycles and typewriters, $10; for building and 
loan associations, local, $10; for foreign building and loan associa- 
tions, $200; for claims and collections, $10; for clothiers, $10; for 
monuments and tombstones, local, $5; for monuments and tomb- 
stones, traveling, $15; for real estate, |10; for safes, $25; for sewing 



machines, in each county, $10; for steamshipsj $25; for sailing 
vessels, $10. 

Analytical chemists, $10; merry-go-rounds, roller coasters, etc., 
$50; architects, $25; temporary auction shops, $1,000; brokers, stocks 
and bonds, $25; brokers, "futures," $100; insurance brokers, |10; 
other brokers, $10; chiropodists, $10; civil engineers, $10. Clairvoy- 
ants, palmists, etc., $100. Commissioner of deeds of other states, 
$5; commission merchants, $10; dealers in cash registers, $20; cigars,, 
|5; curio dealers, $5; dealers in dynamite, $50; dealers in fresh meats, 
in countiesof 10,000 inhabitants or more, $100; less than 10,000, |50; 
dealers in furniture, sold on instalment, in cities of over 10,000 in- 
habitants, $50; less than 10,000, $10; dealers in gasoline, wholesale, 
$10; automobiles, $25; oils, wholesale, $25; garages, $25; junk deal- 
ers, $50. Dealers in spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors, $1,000 in 
each county for each place of business (one-half to county, one-half 
to state). Distillers of spirituous and brewers of malt liquors, $500. 
Clubs selling spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors, less than 75 members, 
$100; 75 to 100 members, $150. Dealers in oleomargarine or but- 
terine, wholesale, original packages only, $20; dealers in pistols, 
bowie knives, etc., $50; secondhand clothing dealers, $25 for each 
place of business; secondhand boots and shoes, $10. 

Dentists, $10. Distillers and manufacturers of turpentine and 
rosin, on each still with a capacity of 16 barrels or less, $20; 16 to 20' 
barrels, $35; 20 to 25 barrels, $45; over 25 barrels, $65. Drovers, $10 
in each county; dealers in electrical machinery or supplies, in towns 
of more than 5,000 inhabitants, $10 for each place of business; under 
5,000, $5. Green grocers, $3; professional hypnotists, $100; hawkers 
or street venders of medicine, $100 a day; lawyers, $10; merchants, 
storekeepers, and druggists, for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
stock, $3 in each county and for each place of business. Mental 
healers, $200; oculists, $10; oculists, traveling, $15; opticians, $5;. 
opticians, traveling, $15; osteopaths, $10; pawnbrokers, for each 
place of business, $100; ferrying passengers or freight, in cities of 
over 10,000 inhabitants, $100; less than 10,000, $25. Peddlers of 
merchandise, $100; peddlers of stoves, ranges, and clocks, sold from 
wagons, $50 for each county; peddling from boats less than 40 feet, 
long, $10 ; more than 40 feet long, $30. Phosphate plants, with a 
daily capacity of not more than 20 tons $10; 20 to 35 tons, $15; 35 
to 50 tons, $25; 50 to 65 tons, $40; more than 65 tons, $75. Piano 
tuners, $3 in each county;; photographers, $5; itinerant photograph- 
ers, $10; sellers of patent rights, $25; ship brokers, $10; stevedores, 
cities of over 5,000 inhabitants, $15; less than 5,000 inhabitants, $5; 
street doctors, dentists, or itinerant vendors of drugs, $50; under- 
takers, in cities of 5,000 inhabitants or more, $25; less than 5,000, 
$15; undertakers and embalmers, in cities of 5,000 inhabitants or 
more, $75; less than 5,000, $15. Watchmakers and repairers of 
jewelry, $5. Steam bakers, $10; other bakers, $3; bankers — capital 
stock of $1,000,000 or more, $300; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $200; 
$250,000 to $500,000, $150; $100,000 to $250,000, $50; $50,000 to 
1100,000, $25; $10,000 to $50,000, $15. Barber shops, one chair, $2; 
for each additional chair, 50 cents; billiard or pool tables, con- 
nected with a barroom, $50 for each table; outside of a barroom, 
$15. Boarding houses and hotels — accommodations for 300 or 
more lodgers, $200; 200 to 300 lodgers, $150; 100 to 200 lodgers, 
$100; 75 to 100, $50; 50 to 75, $25; 25 to 50, $15; 15 to 25, $10; 10 
to 15, $5. Machine shops, $15. Bottling works and soda-water 
factories, in cities of 10,000 inhabitants or more, $30; 5,000 to 
10,000, $20; less than 5,000, $10. Brickyards or factories, $10; 
building and loan associations, foreign, $500; building and loan asso- 
ciations, local, $25; carriage and wagon factories, $3; carriage reposi- 
tories, $10; cold storage plants, $10; concert halls, pleasure parks, or 
roof gardens, where hquors are sold, $50; cottonseed-oil mills, $100; 
electric power plants— capital stock of $200,000 or more, $200; 
$100,000 to $200,000, $100; $50,000 to $100,000, $50; $25,000 to $50,000 
$25; $10,000 to $25,000, $15; less than $10,000, $7.50. Express com- 
panies, $7,500 in lieu of state and county license taxes. Foundries 
$10. Foreign corporation shipping fish, $200 for each place of busi- 
ness; domestic corporation shipping fish out of state, $5 for each 
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place of business. Ice factories, capacity of 10 tons per day or less, 
110; 10 to 20 tons per day, |15; 20 to 30 tons, $25; 30 to 60 tons, $50; 
60 to 100 tons, $50; 100 to 150 tons, $100; more than 150 tons, $200. 
Insurance companies, $200; plate-glass insurance companies, $50; 
traveling insurance agents, $25; insurance adjuster, $10; insurance 
rate-makers traveling in the state, $25; job printing offices, $5; 
launches for hire or public use, $5; laundries, steam, $10; Chinese, 
$10; money lenders, cities of 3,000 inhabitants or more, $200; livery 
stables, not more than 5 horses and mules, $5; 5 to 10 horses and 
mules, $7.50; 10 to 20, $12.50; 20 to 25, $20; more than 25, $40. 
Lunch stands at railroad depots, in towns of 20,000 inhabitants or 
more, $50; 10,000 to 20,000, $25; 5,000 to 10,000, $15; less than 5,000, 
$5; machine and repair shops, for public use, $10. Lung testers, 
striking machines, etc . , $5 each ; penny arcades, 15 or more machines, 
$25. Manufactories — of barrels, $25; turpentine barrels, for each 
factory, $25; candy, $5; of vegetable crates or fruit crates, S15; of 
sash doors, $25; cigars or tobacco, capital of $10,000 to $20,000, $10 
$20,000 to $40,000, $15; $40,000 to $60,000, $20; over $60,000, $30 
manufactories of fiber, $10; furniture, $5; harness and saddlery, $5 
terra cotta, $5; marble yards, $10. Mercantile agencies, $100 
messenger service system in cities of over 10,000 inhabitants, «50 
moss factories, $10; news companies, $50; news agent, on trains, $5 
Naval stores, capital stock of not less than $2,000,000, $400 
$1,000,000 to 52,000,000, $200; less than $1,000,000, $150. Planing 
mills and novelty works, $15; planing mills not connected with saw- 
mills, $10; restaurants, accommodations for seating 25 or more per- 
sons, $25; less than 25, $10; sawmills, daily output of 10,000 feet or 
less, $5; 10,000 to 25,000 feet, $10; 25,000 to 50,000, $20; more than 
50,000, $30; shingle mills, daily capacity of 25,000 shingles or more 
$25; less than 25,000 shingles, $5. Shipyards, marine railways, 
or dry docks, $25; in counties of less than 10,000 inhabitants, $10. 
Slaughter pens, $15; in counties less than 10,000, $5; shooting gal- 
leries, $5. Shows or circuses in tents, in cities of 10,000 inhabitants 
or more, $100; 5,000 to 10,000, $50; less than 5,000, $25; dog and pony 
shows, admission less than 25 cents, $10; admission 25 cents, $30; 
skating rinks, $10; in towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants, $5; sleep- 
ing and parlor cars, $25 for each car; with buffet, $40 for each car; 
dining cars, $20 each. Street shows, carnivals, $5 a day; other 
small shows, $5. Steamboats or steam ferries, $50; soda or mineral 
fountains, $10; telegraph systems, 50 cents per mile (one-half to 
state, one-half to county); telephone systems, 12 J cents for each 
instrument, but not to exceed $200; theater buildings, in cities of 
20,000 inhabitants or more, $200; 15,000 to 20,000, $150; 10,000 to 
15,000, $100; 5,000 to 10,000, $50; 2,000 to 5,000, $25; less than 2,000, 
$10; theatrical shows, for each performance in cities of 10,000 
inhabitants or more, $25; less than 10,000, $15; or in cities of 20,000 
inhabitants or more, $200 per annum; in cities of 15,000 to 20,000, 
$150; 10,000 to 15,000, $100; 5,000 to 10,000, $50; less than 5,000, $10 
per annum. Traveling picture agents, $10 in each county; travel- 
ing dealers, $50 in each county; trading stamp firms, $1,000 in each 
county where they transact any business; merchants using trading 
stamps, $250 for each place of business. Water companies, in cities 
of less than 2,500 inhabitants, $50; 2,500 to 5,000, $75; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$100; above 10,000, $150. Gas and electric light plants, capital of 
$250,000 or more, $150; $100,000 to $250,000, $100; $50,000 to 
$100,000, $75; $25,000 to $50,000, $50; $10,000 to $25,000, $20; less 
than $10,000, $10. Nonresident fishermen, $10perannum; nonresi- 
dent fish dealers, $300 per annum. To sell oriental or fancy goods 
at auction, $500; cotton and oil mills with capacity of 10 tons per 
day, $20; more than 10 tons and less than 25 tons per day, $40; more 
than 25 tons per day, $100. 

Ex-Confederate soldiers whose property does not 
exceed $500 are exempt from paying license tax to 
peddle. 

All license taxes are collected by the county tax col- 
lector; blanks are issued through and under seal of the 
county judge, who practically audits the collections. 



The tax collector is paid by fees (see State revenues, 
collection, above). 

Charters of corporations, $2 per $1,000 of capital, minimum $5, 
maximum $250; certificate, under seal, $1. Special fee for corpora- 
tions, $1. 

For examination of statements required to be returned by life in- 
surance companies, and the issuance of certificate relating thereto, 
$5. A so-called commission tax is collected by the state treasurer 
from all officials who by law are required to give bond. This tax 
must be paid before any such official can enter upon the duties of 
his office. The commission tax is collected from officers as follows: 
Chief justice, $75; associate justice, $70; circuit judge, $60; cabinet 
officer, $50; state attorney, $30; clerk of circuit court, $10; sheriff, 
$10 ; assessor of taxes, $5 ; collector of revenue, $5 ; all other officers, $1. 

All persons or corporations engaged in the manufacture or sale of 
fertilizers or commercial manure are to pay the state treasurer, 
through the inspector of fertilizers, an inspection tax or fee of 25 
cents per ton. 

Trust companies. — For charter, $2 for each $1,000 of capital stock, 
but in no case less than $100. For increase of capital stock $2 for 
each $1,000, in no case less than $20. Trust companies are also re- 
quired to pay the state an annual fee of $20 for filing reports. 

Examination fee, dentistry, $20; osteopathy, $25; optometry, $10; 
pharmacy, $15; certificate, dentistry, $5; optometry, $5; phar- 
macy, $1. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Florida. 

G. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

The board of drainage commissioners, consisting 
of the state comptroller, treasurer, attorney general^ 
and commissioner of agriculture, are empowered to 
establish such systems of canals, drains, levees, dikes, 
and reservoirs, as is deemed advisable to drain and 
reclaim the swamp and overflowed lands of the state. 
The board is further empowered to levy an acreage 
tax not exceeding 10 cents per acre per annum on 
such overflowed or swamp lands to meet the costs 
of the construction of such drains, ditches, etc. This 
acreage tax is collected in the same manner as the 
general property tax and turned over by the county 
collectors to the board of drainage commissioners. 

County Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for county as for 
state purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determtned by the county commission- 
ers, who are authorized by the regular tax levy law 
passed at each session. 

The usual limit is 5 mills on the dollar for county purposes, but 
a tax of not less than 3 nor more than 7 mills shall be levied for school 
purposes, not more than 4 mills for outstanding indebtedness, and 
not more than 8 mills for road and bridge purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the county tax collector in 
essentially the same manner as of state taxes. The 
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collector is allowed the same commisssions as on state 
taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male over 21 and. under 55 years of age, 
except those who have lost a limb in battle, is liable 
to a poll tax of $1. It is collected by the tax collector 
for school purposes. 

There is also a road poll tax in each county 
on all able-bodied persons over 21 and under 45 years 
of age, resident in the county over 30 days, except 
ministers of the gospel in charge of congregations. 
This tax is payable in labor, the rate being not over 
8 days in each year and not more than 3 days in any 
one week. This tax may be paid by substitute labor, 
or commuted at the rate of $1 per day. Persons 
residing in incorporated municipalities are not subject 
to this tax. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND COEPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
levied by the counties. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Counties may impose license taxes on the same sub- 
jects as are so taxed by the state, but such license 
taxes may not exceed 50 per cent of the amount levied 
by the state. 

Automobiles and other motor vehicles for hire, 10 horsepower or 
less, $5; 11 to 29 horsepower, $10; 30 to 40 horsepower, $20; 41 to 50 
horsepower, |30; 51 to 60 horsepower, $50; 61 to 70 horsepower, $70 
71 horsepower and over, $100; automobiles used by owner thereof 
without charge, 10 horsepower or less, $3; 11 to 29 horsepower, $5 
30 to 40 horsepower, $10; 41 to 50 horsepower, $15; 51 to 60 horse- 
power, $25; 61 to 70 horsepower, $35; 71 horsepower and over, $50 
25 cents shall be added to each county license as the county judge's 
fee. The license year begins October 1. Fractional hcenses may 
be issued after April 1 at one-half price. License money goes to the 
road fund. 

Municipal Kevenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

Cities make their own assessment of property for 
taxation, but the valuation must not exceed the last 
valuation thereof for state taxation. 

2. Rate — 

The rate is fixed by the municipal authorities, but 
may not exceed 1 per cent on the state valuation ex- 
cept for debt charges and special purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Essentially the same as for state taxes. 



B, 0, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 

TAXES. 

There are no poll, inheritance, or special corporation 
taxes levied by the mimicipalities. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Municipalities may in general levy license taxes on 
the same class of subjects as are taxed in this way by 
the state, but the rate shall not exceed 50 per cent of 
the state rates. 

Cities and towns may impose on any railroad within such cities 
and towns a license tax not to exceed the following rates: Munici- 
palities of 20,000 inhabitants or more, $250; 15,000 to 20,000, $150; 
10,000 to 15,000, $100; 5,000 to 10,000, $75; 3,000 to 5,000, $50; 
1,000 to 3,000, $25; 500 to 1,000, $15; less than 500, $10; street rail- 
ways, suburban and interurban, propelled by electricity or gas, 
in cities having a population of less than 20,000, $7.50 per mile; 
20,000 population or more, $15 per mile. 

Cities and towns may impose a license tax on express companies 
not to exceed the following rates: In cities of 20,000 inhabitants or 
more, $200; 15,000 to 20,000, $100; 10,000 to 15,000, $75; 5,000 to 
10,000, $50; 3,000 to 5,000, $37.50; 1,000 to 3,000, $25; 500 to 1,000, 
$12.50; 250 to 500, $6. 

School Revenues. 

Each coimty levies for its school fund not less than 
3 nor more than 7 mills on the dollar and, by a vote of 
the people, a special school tax not to exceed 3 mills 
on the doUar may be levied in school districts. 

The state school fund consists of the principal de- 
rived from the sale of lands, the interest on which is 
paid to the support of schools. 

AU fines and forfeitures and aU poll taxes are paid 
into the county school fund. There is, besides, a 
special constitutional tax of 1 mill levied for the sup- 
port of schools. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The legislature of 1913 provided for a state tax commission of three 
persons, to be appointed by the governor for a term of four years. 
This commission is to have general supervision over all other tax 
officers and tax administration. 

Numerous changes in business taxes and licenses were made. 

Examination fee for all state banks, savings banks, and trust 
companies is based upon the capital stock as follows: Capital stock 
of less than $25,000, $15; $25,000 and less than $50,000, $20; $50,000 
and less than $100,000, $25; $100,000 and less than $500,000, $50; 
$500,000 or more, $75. 

Nurses are required to pass an examination and to be registered, 
the fee for examination and registration being $5. 

An act was passed to encourage, protect, regulate, and develop the 
shellfish industry within the jurisdiction of the state. A shellfish 
commissioner was appointed and certain license fees and privilege 
taxes to be collected by him were provided for. 



GEORGIA.! 



The revenue system of Georgia is, like the revenue 
systems of other Southern states, one which combines 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Code of the State of Georgia, adopted Dec. 15, 1895, in three 
volumes: 

Van Epp's Supplement to the Code of the State of Georgia, 1901. 

The Code of the State of Georgia, adopted Aug. 15, 1910. Special 
Instructions to the Tax Collectors of Georgia for the year 1914. 

The Session Laws each year to 1913. 



a general property tax with a series of license taxes, 
but, unlike some of the other Southern states, the sys- 
tem of license taxes is not very extensive. 

The Georgia general assembly regularly passes many 
special and local acts relating to the municipalities, 
etc., and the provisions of these laws often modify 
materially the operation of the general laws, so far as 
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the localities affected are concerned. The provisions 
of these laws are so heterogeneous that they could not 
be compiled within a reasonable space. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. Par. 1. The right of taxation is a sovereign right, inalien- 
able, indestructible, is the life of the state, and rightfully belongs 
to the people in all republican governments, and neither the gen- 
eral assembly nor any nor all other departments of the government 
established by this constitution shall ever have the authority to 
irrevocably give, grant, limit, or restrain this right; and all laws, 
grants, contracts, and all other acts whatsoever by said govern- 
ment or any department thereof to effect any of these purposes 
shall be, and are hereby, declared to be null and void for every 
purpose whatsoever, and said right of taxation shall always be 
under the complete control of, and revocable by, the state, not- 
withstanding any gift, grant, or contract whatsoever by the general 
assembly. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 1. Par. 1. (Enumerates the purposes for which alone the gen- 
eral assembly may exercise the powers of taxation.) 

Par. 2. The levy of taxes on property for any one year by the 
general assembly for all purposes, except to provide for repelling 
invasion, suppressing insurrection, or defending the state in time 
of war, shall not exceed 5 mills on each dollar of the value of the 
property taxable in the state. 

Sec. 2. Par. 1. All taxation shall be uniform upon the same class 
of subjects, and ad valorem on all property subject to be taxed 
within the territorial limits of the authority levjdng the tax, and 
shall be levied and collected under general laws. The general 
assembly may, however, impose a tax upon such domestic animals 
as, from their nature and habits, are destructive of property. 

Par. 2. The general assembly may by law exempt from taxation 
all public property; all places of religious worship or burial; all insti- 
tutions of purely public charity; all buildings erected for and used 
as a college, incorporated academy, or other seminary of learning; 
the real and personal estate of any public library, and that of any 
other literary association used by or connected with such library; 
all books and philosophical apparatus; and all paintings and statuary 
of any company or association kept in a public hall and not held as 
merchandise or for purposes of sale or gain: Provided, That the prop- 
erty so exempted be not used for purposes of private or corporate 
profit or income. 

Par. 3. No poll tax shall be levied except for educational pur- 
poses, and such tax shall not exceed $1 annually upon each poll. 

Par. 4. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than 
the property herein enumerated, shall be void. 

Par. 5. The power to tax corporations and corporate property 
shall not be surrendered or suspended by any contract or grant to 
which the state shall be a party. 

Sec. 6. Par. 2. The general assembly shall not have power to 
delegate to any county the right to levy a tax for any purpose, 
except for educational purposes in instructing children in the 
elementary branches of an English education only; to build and 
repair the public buildings and bridges; to maintain and support 
prisoners; to pay juries and coroners, and for litigation, quarantine, 
roads, and expenses of courts; to support paupers, and pay debts 
heretofore existiug, to pay the county police, and to provide for 
necessary sanitation. 

ARTICLE VIII. 



Sec. 4. Par. 1. (The general 
school tax.) 



assembly may authorize a county 



OFFICBES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The "tax receivers" or "receivers of returns of taxable prop- 
erty," elected biennially, one in each county. (This ofiicer corre- 
sponds to the assessor of other states.) 

(2) The tax assessors in cities, three in number. 

(3) The tax collectors, elected biennially, one in each county. 

(4) The ordinary of each county, who acts as auditor. 

(5) The comptroller general, elected for two years. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property, whether owned by individuals or 
corporations, resident or nonresident, is Mable to 
taxation. 

Real property and personal property are not spe- 
cially defined for purposes of taxation, and the general 
definitions prevail. Interest ia land less than fee is 
regarded as real estate. 

There are no special provisions defining the classes 
of property subject to taxation. 

Mortgages are taxed as personal property. Promis- 
sory notes, accounts, judgments, mortgages, liens of 
all kinds, and all choses in action are to be given in at 
their value whether solvent or partially solvent. 

For exemptions, see constitution, Art. VII, sec. 2, par. 2, quoted 

above. 

h. Assessment. — In general, the taxpayer is required 
to furnish a sworn statement of his property and its 
valuation to the tax receiver. The tax receiver, how- 
ever, may fix a different valuation, which is required to 
be at "the fair market value," i. e., the amount which 
the property and subjects would briug, not at a forced 
sale, but "when sold in such manner as such property 
and subjects are usually sold." 

Immediately after the 1st day of March of each year 
the governor, comptroller general, and state treasurer 
shall fix a day between January 1 and April 1 of the 
following year as the day for making returns, the day 
not to be fixed until March 1 of each year. 

On all property hereinafter referred to as valued for 
taxation by the comptroller general the valuation re- 
fers to the 1st day of January and is returnable by the 
1st day of March each year. Persons who fail to make 
hsts are penalized by double taxation, while defaulting 
corporations are subject to heavy fines. 

The receiver of tax returns makes up from the lists 
furnished by the taxpayers a digest in triplicate, one 
copy going to the comptroller general, one to the or- 
dinary of the county, and one to the tax collector. 
Tax receivers are compensated by fees at the rate of 
one-half those paid to the tax collector. 
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Back taxes not assessed or collected in previous 
years may be assessed and collected in any year by 
comptroller general. 

Domestic fire and life insurance companies doing business on 
legal reserve plan, are required to return for taxation all their real 
€state as other real estate is returned, and all the personal property, 
the latter to be ascertained by deducting from the total value of the 
assets held by the company, both real and personal, the assessed 
value of all real estate owned by the company in the state, the 
nontaxable bonds deposited with state treasurer, and amount of 
the reserve or net value of its policies required by law to be held 
lay the company. 

Property of all public utility companies is assessed by the comp- 
troller general. Railroads operating in more than one state are as- 
eessed on that proportion of their rolling stock which the mileage 
in Georgia bears to the total mileage. That is, the unit rule is 
applied to roUing stock only . The fixed property in each county is 
assessed where located, and the rolling stock is assessed as a whole 
and apportioned among the counties in proportion to the value 
of the fixed property in each. Special franchises of public service 
•corporations are assessed by the comptroller general and the as- 
sessment is apportioned to the localities in which the property is 
located. 

Property returned to the comptroller general and consisting 
mainly of public service corporation property shall be returned not 
later than the 1st day of March; the valuations relate to January 1 
of that year and shall be paid on or before the 1st day of September 
of the same year. 

Express, telephone, and telegraph companies are also assessed 
upon their property, including the franchise, by the comptroller 
general. 

Sleeping car companies, etc., are assessed upon their cars, the 
number assessable in Georgia being determined by the unit rule 
on basis of mileage. 

Other railroad equipment companies are taxed as are sleeping 
<;ar companies. 

Banks are not assessed upon their capital, but the shares of stock 
are assessed to the owners in the county where the bank is located. 
The shares are valued for taxation at their "full market value" 
less the value (if clear) or the equity (if mortgaged) of the bank's 
real estate. 

The president, or other official of manufacturing companies, other 
than those required to make return of their franchise to the comp- 
troller general, shall return for taxation at its true market value 
.all real estate to the tax receiver of the county wherein real estate 
is located; if in two or more counties the return is to be made to the 
tax receiver in the county where the main building containing 
the machinery, or most of the main buildings are located; such 
•enterprises conducted on nontaxable property, return for taxation 
the stock of merchandise, raw material, machinery, live stock, with 
other personalty and manufactured goods, notes and accounts, 
luoney in hand, in the county in which is taxable the realty whereon 
such business enterprises are located; agents of foreign enterprises to 
make return of all stock of merchandise on hand, money, accounts, 
etc., to the tax receiver where the same may be, to be taxed for 
state and county purposes, as other property in the state is taxed, 
the word "merchandise" being held to include guano and com- 
mercial fertilizer. All canal and stock water navigation com- 
panies shall make through their respective executive ofiicers or 
stockholders in possession of the same returns to the tax receiver 
of each county in which the same is located, or through which the 
same shall pass, in whole or in part, of the right of way, locks and 
dams, toll houses, structures, and all other real estate owned or 
used by such company or stockholders thereof. 

c. Equalization. — ^There is no equalization properly 
so called. Whenever there is a disagreement between 
the tax receiver and the tax payer as to the valuation 



of property, each appoints an arbitrator who may, in 
case of disagreement, select an umpire. The award 
of the arbitrators is final. The same procedure applies 
in case of corporations making returns to the comp- 
troller general. 

2. Bate— 

The legislature occasionally passes a general tax 
act for succeeding years authorizing the governor 
with the assistance of the comptroller general to levy 
such a tax as is necessary to meet the appropriation of 
the legislature for the succeeding years and to raise 
in addition a specified sum for a sinking fund required 
by the constitution of the state. 

The amount to be raised for the sinking fund has 
been $100,000 annually since 1910. The rate of tax- 
ation for all purposes as fixed for 1912 was 5 mills. 

The state, although it appropriates for school 
purposes about one-haK of the taxes collected, does 
not levy specifically for schools. 

3. Collection — 

With the exception of taxes on certain corpora- 
tions which are paid to the comptroller general, taxes 
are collected by the county tax collectors. The re- 
turns of taxable property are to be made after the 
1st day of April of each year, and taxes are due on 
the 20th day of April of each succeeding year. 

Delinquent taxes, all of which bear interest at 7 per 
cent, may be collected by execution. In certain cases 
the tax collector is made ex officio sheriff for the pur- 
pose of enforcing collection. 

Collectors are paid by fees, as follows: 

On the first $1,000, 6 per cent; on the second $1,000, 4 per cent; 
on the third $1,000, 3 per cent; on the fourth $1,000, 2} per cent; 
on the fifth and sixth $1,000, 2J per cent; on the seventh and eighth 
$-1,000, 2i per cent; on the ninth to twelfth $1,000, 2 per cent; on the 
thirteenth to eighteenth $1,000, If per cent; on the nineteenth to 
thirty-sixth $1,000, IJ per cent; on all over $36,000, IJ per cent. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 60 
years, except bhnd persons and all persons who have 
lost a Hmb or hmbs, or the use of the same, while 
actually engaged in military service of the Confed- 
eracy, shall pay an annual poll tax of $1, collected as 
other taxes by the tax collector. 

The proceeds of this tax are to be used for elementary 
educational purposes only. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax in Georgia. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are generally taxed in the same man- 
ner as individuals on the general property. (See 
under General property tax, above.) 

Corporations pay an annual license or occupation 
tax to the tax collector of county where located, deter- 
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mined in amount by their total capital stock. Cor- 
porations with capital stock of $10,000 or less pay $5; 
$10,000 to $25,000, $10; $25,000 to $100,000, $15; 
$100,000 to $300,000, $25; $300,000 to $500,000, $50; 
$500,000 to $1,000,000, $75; over $1,000,000, $100. 
Agents of a foreign corporation having a place of 
business in the state pay a license tax based on the 
capital of the corporation the same as above. For 
duplicate certificate for agents a fee of $1 per copy is 
paid. 

The state insurance department was created in 1912. Foreign and 
domestic insurance companies doing business in the state pay 1 per 
cent on gross receipts of all premiums, less return premiums on can- 
celed policies, except that when one-fourth of the company's assets 
are invested in securities of the state, county, or municipality, or 
invested within the state, the premium tax shall be one-half of 1 per 
cent; if amount so invested be three-fourths of total assets the pre- 
mium tax shall be one-tenth of 1 per cent. 

Foreign insurance companies, other than fire, also pay to the insur- 
ance commissioner for filing certified copy of their charters, $20; 
for examination of annual statement, ?20; for licenses to agents, $3 
each. Fire insurance companies, in lieu of above license tax or fee, 
pay one fee of $200. 

Domestic and nonresident fraternal orders pay a license fee of $40. 

Fire and storm assessment insurance companies, the business of 
which is confined to four counties or less, or operated by independ- 
ent divisions composed of four counties or less, pay to the insurance 
commission a fee of $25 in lieu of the $200 above provided. 

Corporations chartered by superior courts to engage in borrowing 
and lending money may amend charter upon payment to secretary 
of state of a fee of $25, and thus be granted privileges granted to trust 
companies. 

Fidelity and guaranty companies pay 1 per cent of their gross 
premium receipts to the comptroller general on the same terms and 
in the same manner as insurance companies. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following amounts are per annum, except where 
otherwise noted : 

Professional tax upon lawyers, physicians, osteopaths, dentists, 
opticians, and public accountants, $10; presidents or the resident 
official in charge of each public service corporation doing business 
in the state, building and loan associations, investment and loan 
companies, $10; photographers, artists, etc., $10; abstractors of 
titles in towns or cities of 10,000 to 20,000 inhabitants, $25; less than 
10,000, $10 (this tax shall not apply to attorneys who have paid pro- 
fessional license of $10); auctioneers, $25 in each county; automo- 
bile salesmen, in counties population less than 20,000, $25; 20,000 
to 30,000, $50; 30,000 to 50,000, $75; 50,000 to 75,000, $100; 75,000 
to 100,000, $150; 100,000 to 150,000, $200; exceeding 150,000 inhabit- 
ants, $250; amusement parks, $200; athletic parks when admission 
fees are charged (professional), cities of less than 3,000 inhabitants, 
$5; 3,000 to 15,000 inhabitants, $25; over 15,000, $50; bicycle deal- 
ers, $10 for each place of business; billiard, pool, or bagatelle table 
proprietor, $50 for each table; dispensers of cigarettes, $25 for each 
place of business; mercantile agencies, $100 for each county of 
business; detectives, $10 for each office or county; moving pictures, 
etc., $10 per month; fraternal or social organizations having lockers, 
$500 for each place where lockers are kept; loan agents, other than 
lawyers, $10 in each county operating ; insurance agents, local, $10 in 
each county operating; traveling or general agents for Ufe, fire, or 
accident or fidelity or casualty insurance company, $50; a.ssessment 
Hfe company, industrial Ufe, sick benefit, and live stock insurance 
companies, $25; matrimonial agencies, $100 per county; emigrant 
agents, $500 per county; lightning rod agents, $50 for each county; 



merry-go-round proprietors, $25 for each place of business; bowling 
alleys and shooting galleries, $25 for each place of business; ^ skating- 
rinks in or within two miles of city of 20,000 inhabitants, $100 for 
each place; 10,000 to 20,000 inhabitants, $50; 5,000 to 10,000, $25; 
5,000 or less, $10; ' proprietors of amusement tables, devices, etc., 
$25 for each table, device, etc., in each county;' peddlers of medi- 
cines, etc., $50;' of stoves, etc., $200; of clocks, etc., $200; of chums, 
tools, etc., $25, for each county in which operating; peddlers using 
boats, $50. 

Traveling fortune tellers, traders, etc., $50 for each county trav- 
eled; fortune tellers having fixed place of business, $25 for each 
county; operators of train news agencies, etc., $200; manufacturers 
and wholesalers in tobacco who redeem tags or labels, $200 for each 
place of business where tags are redeemed; typewriter manufacturers 
or dealers, $25 for each place of business; cash-register manufactur- 
ers, dealers, or agents, $100 for each place of business; adding or cal- 
culating machine manufacturers, dealers, or agents, $100 for each 
place of business, weighing-scale manufacturers, dealers, or agents, 
$25 for each place of business; manufacturers and distributors of 
soda fountain syrups, one-fourth of 1 per cent of the gross sales, 
payable quarterly; soda fountains, $5 on each draft arm; packing- 
house representatives, for each place of business, in county having a 
city of less than 5,000 inhabitants, $10; 5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, 
$50; county having a city with population of 15,000 to 30,000, $100; 
$200 for each place of business in each county having a city situated 
therein with a population of 30,000 or more; weapons, dealers in, 
$25 for each place of business; billiard table, etc., sellers, $100 for 
each place of business; pawnbrokers, $200 for each place of business; 
bottlers, $25 for each machine, having one filling head; $75 for a two- 
filling head machine, $125 for machine of three filling heads, and $50 
for each additional filling head on such machine as may have more 
than three heads; slot machines, per machine, $2.50 or $5, according 
to character of machine, not more than $75 to be collected from any 
one person in any one county. 

Shows, $50 in each city of 5,000 inhabitants or over, $40 in cities' 
of 4,000 to 5,000 inhabitants, and $30 in towns of less than 4,000 
inhabitants. Circus, in or near towns of 20,000 inhabitants or 
more, $500 each day it may exhibit; in or near towns of 5,000 to 
20,000 inhabitants, $200 each day; towns of 4,000 to 5,000 inhabitants,. 
$150; townsof less than 4,000 inhabitants, $100; dog and pony shows- 
with admission fee of 15 cents or more, $50 for each day; less than 
15 cents, $30 for each day's performance; midway shows and street 
fairs, $10 for each week for each separate tent where admission fee 
is charged; and for every merry-go-round or flying horse accom- 
panying said carnival or street fair, $25; real estate agents, $10 for 
each county; sellers on own account of mowing machines, reaping 
and binding machines, or gas engines, whether manufacturers or 
not, $100, also $10 for or by each selling agent in each county; city 
or other directories, compilers of, $50; sewing machine sellers, $300, 
also $10 for each agent by them employed; imitation of or substitute 
for alcoholic, malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors, manufacturers of,. 
$1,000; wholesalers of, $1,000; retailers of, $300. 

Certain of the above taxes are paid to the tax receiver of the 
county where person so liable is domiciled, other taxes are retmnied 
and paid to tax collector of county where vocation or business is 
carried on; occupation taxes on agents of foreign corporations are 
paid to comptroller general. Pena,lty for failure to pay such tax 
is double the amount of such tax. 

A large number of fees are collected by the state officials. The 
principal ones are enumerated below: 

Granting charters to railroad, insurance, express, canal, telegraph,, 
and navigation companies, $100; to banking companies, street or 
subiu-ban railroad companies, and to purchasers of railroads, $50; 
renewing charters to railroad, insurance, banking, express, canal, 
telegraph, and navigation companies, $100; amending charters of 
banking, railroad, canal, navigation, express, and telegraph com- 

'AU blind or deformed persons or persons who have lost a limb 
or limbs and are unfit for manual labor are exempt. 
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panies, $25; renewing charters of street or suburban raibroad com- 
panies, $25; appointing commissioners of deeds, $5. 

Grant for 500 to 1,000 acres, $4; 300 to 500 acres, $3; 100 to 300 
acres, $2; 100 acres or under, $1; affixing seal of state, $2; attaching 
seal of executive department, $1; oath, $1; copy of any record of 
not more than 300 words, $1; examination of records, 50 cents; 
entering testimonial, 50 cents; copy of record, if over 300 words, 
per 100 words, 10 cents. 

Admission to the bar examination, $15. 

For inspection of fertilizers, 10 cents per ton. 

Fee of $1 per ton to be paid by grantee upon phosphate rock and 
phosphate deposit mined and removed from navigable streams of 
the state. 

Certified public accountant pays a fee of $25 for examination. 

Physician, examination, $10; license fee, $10. 

Professional nurse, examination, §5. 

Embalmers' examination and license fee, $5; annual registra- 
tion, $2. 

Corporations or individuals depositing bonds pay following fees: 
Bonds or securities aggregating not over $5,000, $2; not over 
$10,000, $3.75; $25,000, $7.50; $50,000, $12.50; $100,000, $20; more 
than $100,000, $25. Interstate building and loan associations de- 
positing securities with state depository or trust company an 
annual fee of $50. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Georgia. 
County Ee venues. 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — The property 
included and exempt is the same for county as for 
state taxation. 

h. Assessment. — Building and loan associations or 
other associations of like character are required to 
return to the tax receiver of the county where located 
all real and personal property, except that real prop- 
erty located in another county shall be returned to 
the tax receiver of that county. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for county purposes for specified objects is 
levied by the ordinary, who may levy an additional 
tax, if two-thirds of the grand jury recommend it, not 
to exceed 50 per cent of the amount of the state tax. 

County authorities are authorized to levy a tax of 
not to exceed 25 per cent of the amount of state tax for 
support of paupers. 

The various counties may be divided into drainage 
districts and assessments levied to pay cost of drain- 
age, etc. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected in the same general man- 
ner as state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The constitution forbids the collection of poll taxes 
other than for educational purposes and to a greater 
amount than $1 annually. But the state courts have 
decided that this constitutional provision does not 



prevent the enforcement of laws requiring all able- 
bodied males between the ages of 21 and 50 years, ex- 
cept ministers of the gospel and men who have lost one 
arm or one leg, to work on the roads of the counties 
and streets of the cities not to exceed 10 days per 
year, to be commuted at a sum which will amount to 
not more than 50 cents per diem for the number of 
days work required. 

The commissioners of roads and revenues or the ordinary may levy 
a tax (additional) of not more than four-tenths of 1 per cent of all 
taxable property in the county, which together with the conunuta- 
tion tax shall be known as the "public road fund," except that iu 
counties of population between 9,750 and 9,950 one shall be required 
to work not more than five days nor pay more than equivalent of 
such work as a commutation tax, but may be required to pay the 
equivalent of a day's work as a commutation tax for each and every 
day required. 

By election of the voters of the county the ' 'alternative four days' 
law" maybe adopted, lq which case male inhabitants between 21 
and 50 years, not physically or mentally disabled, shall be subject 
to road duty for four days, or a commutation tax of $3 or such amount 
as the road authorities may fix, as equivalent to four days' labor. 
In such county the taxing authorities shall levy a tax of not less 
than 10 nor more than 25 cents on each $100 of taxable property; 
said sum to be apportioned to the different districts in proportion 
to the amount of taxable property in such county, to be expended 
on roads of the county. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Counties do not share in corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

County licenses are: To peddle, $50 per annum; to exhibit shows 
with horses, $10 per annum; to exhibit animals, beasts, and the 
like, $10 per annum; to exhibit any pictures or figures, $5 per 
annum; to exhibit any other show, $5 to $25 per annum; theatrical 
or musical exhibitions, not over $5 per annum. 

All blind and deformed persons and all who have lost a limb or 
limbs and are unfit lor manual labor, are exempt from payment of 
these licenses. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt.^ — The property 
included and exempt is the same for municipal as for 
state and county taxation. 

b. Assessment.' — The assessment is made by ap- 
pointed assessors and not by the tax receivers. 

The assessment on rolling stock and other personal property of 
railroad companies is distributed to municipalities on the same 
basis as to counties. 

c. Equalization. — ^There is no general equalization 
but where the assessor fixes a valuation unsatisfactory 
to the taxpayer, the latter may refer the matter to 
arbitrators, one to be chosen by the taxpayer, one 
by the assessor, and the two thus chosen to select an 
umpire. Should they fail to agree, or to select an 
umpire within 20 days, the umpire is to be named by 
the mayor of the city. The taxpayer is expressly 
given the right to further question this procedure by 
equity petition in the county court. 
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2. Rate— 

No municipal corporation is permitted to levy or 
collect for the ordinary current expenses an ad valorem 
tax upon the property within said corporation exceed- 
ing one-half of 1 per cent upon the value of said 
property. In addition to such levy special assess- 
ments may, however, be levied for street improve- 
ments. 

3. Collection — , 

City taxes are generally collected by the treasurer. 
There may be a city tax collector, who is ordinarily not 
the same as the county tax collector. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities may assess a poll tax for street work only, and 
then only after an opportunity to work on the streets 
has been given. When levied in labor, this tax is gen- 
erally commutable. (See also Poll tax, under County 
Hevenues.) 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Mimicipalities do not share in corporation taxes, 
except that cities may collect a tax on insurance com- 
panies at a certain percentage on gross, premium 
receipts. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Municipal authorities may license pawnbrokers; sellers of domestic 
■wine, not producers; and sellers of liquors. 

Dogs are made personal property and are so taxed, but such tax 
is not to interfere with the imposition of any municipal tax on dogs. 

School Revenues. 

The state school fimd is composed of poll taxes, 
special taxes on shows and exhibitions, dividends 
upon the stock of the state in the Bank of the State 
of Georgia, of the Georgia Railroad & Bank Co., and 
one-half of the proceeds of the rental of the Western 
& Atlantic Railroad; all endowments, devises, gifts, 
and bequests made or to be made to the state or state 
board of education; the proceeds of any commutation 
tax for military services; and all taxes that may be 
assessed on predatory animals. This fund is appor- 



tioned to the various units of administration of schools 
according to the scholastic population. These units 
vary in different sections. Each county is divided 
into local school districts, but frequently a county is 
the unit of administration, such taxes as are levied 
being levied by the county government and applying 
to all the property within the county. In other sec- 
tions the local districts or cities and villages hiay be 
the unit of administration, and these units may levy 
taxes for school purposes only on the property within 
the corporate limits of such units. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

The following inheritance tax law, which was the most important 
legislation in 1913, was enacted: 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, real and per- 
sonal, and every estate and interest therein, whether belonging to 
the inhabitants of the state or not, passing by will on the death of 
the decedent, or by the intestate laws of the state, or by deed, 
grant, gift, or sale, intended to take effect in possession or enjoy- 
ment, after the death of the grantor or donor, to any person or per- 
sons, bodies politic or corporate, in trust or otherwise, shall pay 
the following tax to the state: Property passing to any father, 
mother, husband, wife, child, brother, sister, or wife or widow of a 
son, or any adopted child or children, bom in lawful wedlock, at 
the rate of 1 per cent on any amount in excess of $5,000. 

Property passing to any person, corporation, or association other 
than those enumerated in the preceding paragraph, at the rate of 
5 per cent. 

This tax is a lien upon the property so passing and it becomes 
due and payable at the death of the decedent. 

There is no provision for a deduction in case of prompt payment, 
but unless the tax is paid within 12 months after the death of de- 
cedent, interest is charged until paid. 

A state tax commission was provided for, and also county boards 
of assessors, three in number, with additional duties as county 
boards of equalization. 

The annual license or occupation tax of domestic corporations 
was amended as follows: Corporations with a capital stock of $10,000 
or less, $10; $10,000 and less than $25,000, $20; $25,000 and less than 
$100,000, $30; $100,000 and less than $300,000, $50; $300,000 and less 
than $500,000, $100; $500,000 and less than $1,000,000, $150; over 
$1,000,000, $200. 

State fee for registering automobiles, $5, in lieu of all municipal 
licenses for registration. Physician's fee for examination, $20; 
license fee, $20; fee by reciprocity, $50. 

In certaiu counties according to population a board of education 
is provided for with authority to levy not more than 5 mills upon 
the taxable property of the county for school puirposes. 



IDAHO.^ 



Idaho depends principally for state, county, and 
local revenues on the general property tax. There is an 
inheritance tax, both direct and collateral. The state 
has a general corporation tax based on capital stock 
and shares in the license taxes collected locally. The 
state is stiU in receipt of considerable sums each year 
from the sale of pubhc lands for the benefit of the school 
fund. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources : 
Code of Idaho, 1901. Published by the Capital News Printing 
Co., Boise, Idaho. 
The Session Laws to 1913. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE III. 

Sec. 19. The legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any 
of the following enumerated cases, that is to say: * * * For the 
assessment and collection of taxes. * * * Exempting property 
from taxation. * * * Bemitting fines, penalties, and forfeitures. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide such revenue as may be 
needful by levying a tax by valuation, so that every person or cor- 
poration shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, her, or its 
property, except as in this article hereinafter otherwise provided. 
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The legislature may also impose a license tax (both upon natural 
persons and upon corporations, other than municipal, doing business 
in this state); also a per capita tax: Provided, That the legislature 
may exempt a limited amount of improvements upon land from 
taxation. 

Sec. 3. The word ''property" as herein used shall be defined 
and classified by law. 

Sec. 4. The property of the United States, the state, counties, 
towns, cities, and other municipal corporations and public libraries, 
shall be exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 5. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of sub- 
jects within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, 
and shall be levied and collected under general laws, which shall 
prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxa- 
tion of all property, real and personal: Provided, That the legislature 
may allow such exemptions from taxation from time to time as shall 
seem necessary and just, and all existing exemptions provided by 
the laws of the territory shall continue until changed by the legis- 
lature of the state: Provided further, that duplicate taxation of 
property for the same purpose during the same year is hereby 
prohibited. 

Sec. 6. The legislature shall not impose taxes for the purpose of 
any county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, but may 
by law invest in the corporate authorities thereof, respectively, the 
power to assess and collect taxes for all purposes of such corporation. 

Sec. 7. All taxes levied for state purposes shall be paid into the 
state treasury, and no county, city, town, or other municipal cor- 
poration, the inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shall be 
released or discharged from their or its proportionate share of taxes 
to be levied for state purposes. 

Sec. 8. The power to tax corporations or corporate property, both 
real and personal, shall never be relinquished or suspended, and all 
corporations in this state, or doing business therein, shall be subject to 
taxation for state, county, school, municipal, and other purposes, 
on real and personal property owned or used by them, and not by 
this constitution exempted from taxation within the territorial 
limits of the authority levying the tax. 

Sec. 9. The rate of taxation of real and personal property for 
state purposes shall never exceed 10 mills on each dollar of assessed 
valuation, unless a proposition to increase such rate, specifying 
the rate proposed and the time during which the same shall be 
levied, shall have been submitted to the people at a general election 
and shall have received a majority of all the votes cast for and 
against it at such election. 

Sec. 11. Provides that each year's expenditures, except for insur- 
rection or war, shall be kept within the above rate. 

Sec. 12. There shall be a state board of equalization, consisting of 
the governor, secretary of state, attorney general, state auditor, an(^ 
state treasurer, whose duties shall be prescribed by law. The board 
of county commissioners for the several counties of the state shall 
constitute boards of equalization for their respective counties, whose 
duties it shall be to equalize the valuation of the taxable property 
in the county, under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 15. The legislature shall provide by law such a system of 
county finance as shall cause the business of the several counties to 
be conducted on a cash basis. It shall also provide that whenever 
any county shall have any warrants outstanding and unpaid, for the 
payment of which there are no funds in the county treasury,- the 
county commissioners, in addition to other taxes provided by law, 
shall levy a special tax, not to exceed 10 mills on the dollar of taxable 
property, as shown by the last preceding assessment, for the crea- 
tion of a special fund for the redemption of said warrants; and after 
the levy of such special tax all warrants issued before such levy shall 
be paid exclusively out of said fund. All moneys in the county 
treasury at the end of each fiscal year not needed for current ex- 
penses shall be transferred to said redemption fund. 

42649°— 14 5 



ARTICLE XVm. 

Sec. 7 (The fifth amendment). (County officers are to be paid by 
salaries and are to turn all fees into the county treasury.) 

OFFICEKS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors, who are ex officio tax collectors, elected 
biennially in each county. A constitutional amendment allows 
the assessors to employ assistants, with approval of the county 
commissioners. 

(2) The county commissioners, who form the county board of 
equalization. 

(3) The county auditors. 

(4) The state board of equalization, composed of the governor, 
secretary of state, attorney general, state auditor, and state treasurer. 

State Revenxjes. 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. TJie property included and exempt. — All property 
ia the state, not exempt by law, including interests in 
state lands, is subject to this tax. 

(1) "Real estate" includes the possession of, claim to, ownership 
of, or right to the possession of land (but possessory claims are ex- 
empt), mines, minerals, and quarries. 

"Improvements" include buildings, structures, and the like, 
fruit and nut bearing, and ornamental trees and vines. 

(2) "Personal property" includes everything subject to owner- 
ship, not included above. Shares of stock in Idaho corporations 
are not ordinarily taxed, but property of the corporation is taxed. 

(3) The exemptions are, in addition to public property, all prop- 
erty used for school purposes; churches, chapels, and other build- 
ings belonging to any church organization; benevolent hospitals; 
public cemeteries; buildings owned and used by the Masons, 
Odd Fellows, or other benevolent or charitable societies; property 
of resident widows and orphans and Union soldiers and sailors, to the 
amount of $1,000, when total assessment does not exceed $5,000; 
growing crops; public and private libraries; tools, farming imple- 
ments and machinery to the amount of $400; possessory right to 
public lands; mortgages; mining claims not patented; irrigating 
canals and ditches, when used by owner on his land; improvements 
on land, not exceeding $200 in value. 

h. Assessment. — The property is to be listed at its 
full cash value; land and improvements thereon are 
considered separately. Lands are further classified as 
agricultural, timber, cut-over and burnt, mineral, 
grazing, and waste lands, and city and town lots. 

The property is assessed at 40 per cent of the 
amount at which it is listed; and to this 40 per cent 
assessed value the rate is apphed. The Hsting refers 
to the second Monday in January and the rolls are to 
be completed by the 1st day of July. Each taxpayer 
is to furnish under oath a list of his property. Values 
given by taxpayers, however, are not binding on the 
assessor. Refusal to make a statement deprives the 
taxpayer of all rights before the board of equahzation. 

In assessing solvent credits, debts due bona fide residents of the 
state may be deducted. 
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Water ditches and toll roads are assessed as real estate at a rate per 
mile. 

Telegraph and telephone lines, private car lines, "railroad track" 
and "rolling stock" of railroad companies, and the franchises of all 
such companies are assessed by the state board of equalization. 
This assessment covers all property necessary to the operation of the 
road, etc., and the assessment so made is apportioned among the 
counties on the basis of mileage. Other property is assessed by the 
local assessors. 

Shares of stock in national banks are assessed to the owners where 
the bank is located. Taxes thereon may be paid by the bank. 

c. Equalization. — The board of county commission- 
ers equalizes the assessment between individuals. It 
also hears and adjudicates complaints. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- 
tion of property between the counties. It may increase 
or decrease the valuation by classes of property in any 
county. But it may not increase or decrease by more 
than 15 per cent the total valuations of the state as 
returned by the assessor. 

2. Bate— 

There is no state rate, strictly speaking, for the law 
requires that the amount to be raised by ad valorem 
taxes for state purposes shall be apportioned to the 
counties on the basis of the assessed valuation, and the 
share of each county levied by the county authorities 
with and as if a part of the county taxes. The appor- 
tionment is made by the state board of equalization. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county assessor, who is 
ex officio tax collector. They become a lien on the 
property of the taxpayer on the second Monday in 
January, are due 10 days after the second Monday in 
September, and become delinquent the first Monday 
in January, when 10 per cent penalty is added. The 
collector is required by statute to give, by December 1 
of each year, a written notice to each taxpayer of the 
several levies making up the total amount due from 
the taxpayer. The delinquent list is published on the 
fourth Monday in May, and taxes thereon may be 
collected by seizure and sale. 

When personal property is assessed and the tax- 
payer has not enough realty to insure the collection of 
the tax, the assessor may coUect the tax on the personal 
property at the time of the assessment thereof. If the 
assessment is made before the rates have been ascer- 
tained, the assessor may use the rates of the preceding 
year. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The poll tax is a county tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property which shall pass, by will or by the intes- 
tate laws of the state, from any person who may die 
seized or possessed of the same while a resident of the 
state, or if such decedent was not a resident of the 
state at the time of death, which property, or any 
part thereof, shall be within this state, or any interest 
therein or income therefrom, which shall be trans- 



ferred by deed, grant, sale, or gift, made in contempla- 
tion of death, or intended to take effect after such 
death, is subject to an inheritance tax, to be paid to 
the treasurer of the proper county for the benefit of the 
general fund of the state. 

The tax shall be a lien upon the estate untU paid, 
and shall be upon the market value of such property. 

All property transferred to societies, corporations, 
and institutions exempted from taxation, or which are 
devoted to charitable, benevolent, or educational pur- 
poses, is exempt from this tax. 

The rates and further exemptions are as follows : 

(1) Property in excess of the clear value of $10,000 transferred to 
the widow or to a minor child of the decedent and in excess of 
14,000 transferred to the husband, wife, lineal issue, lineal ancestor, 
or adopted child of the decedent, or any child to whom such de- 
cedent for not less than ten years prior to the transfer stood in the 
mutually acknowledged relation of a parent, or any lineal issue of 
such adopted or mutually acknowledged child, up to $25,000 is 
taxed at the rate of 1 per cent; all in excess of $25,000 and up to 
150,000, IJ per .cent; all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 
2 per cent; all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, 2J per cent; 
over 1500,000, 3 per cent. 

(2) Property in excess of $2,000 transferred to the brother, sister, 
or a descendant of a brother or sister, a wife or widow of a son, or the 
husband of a daughter of the decedent is taxed at the rate of li per 
cent of such excess up to $25,000; all in excess of $25,000 and up to 
$50,000, 2\ per cent; all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 3 
per cent; all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, 3i per cent; 
over $500,000, 4 J per cent. 

(3) Property in excess of $1,500 transferred to the brother or sister 
of the father or mother of the decedent or a descendant of such per- 
son is taxed at the rate of 3 per cent of such excess up to $25,000; 
all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, 4J per cent; all in excess 
of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 6 per cent; all in excess of $100,000 
and up to $500,000, 7J per cent; over $500,000, 9 per cent. 

(4) Property in excess of $1,000 transferred to the brother or sister 
of the grandfather or grandmother of decedent or a descendant of 
such person is taxed at the rate of 4 per cent on such excess up to 
$25,000; all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, 6 per cent; all 
in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 8 per cent; all in excess of 
$100,000 and up to $500,000, 10 per cent; over $500,000, 12 per cent. 

(5) Property in excess of $500 transferred to a person in any other 
degree of consanguinity or a stranger in blood to the decedent or a 
body politic or corporate is taxed at the rate of 5 per cent on such 
excess up to $25,000; all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, 7^ 
per cent; all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 10 per cent; 
all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, 12J per cent; over 
$500,000, 15 per cent. 

If the tax is paid within six months after the death 
of the donor, 5 per cent discount is allowed. If not 
paid within one year, interest at the rate of 6 per cent 
per annum is added. 

The probate court may appoint appraisers to deter- 
mine the value of any estate. 

The administrator is required to deduct the tax 
before dehvering the property. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations, in addition to the general property 
tax, pay the foUowing license fees : 

Every corporation doing business in the state, except insurance 
and unproductive mining companies, shall pay a license fee in- 
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proportion to its authorized capital stock. If the capital stock 
exceeds $5,000, $10; $5,000 to $10,000, $12.50; $10,000 to $25,000, 
$15; $25,000 to $50,000, $22.50; $50,000 to $100,000, $37.50; $100,000 
to $250,000, $52.50; $250,000 to $500,000, $75; $500,000 to $1,000,000, 
$90; $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, $130; over $2,000,000, $150. 

All insurance companies, except mutual, pay a tax of 2 per cent 
on gross premiums received in Idaho less premiums and cancella- 
tions returned to policyholders. 

All express companies pay 3 per cent upon their gross receipts. 



E. 



BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 



The state receives 10 per cent, the counties 40 per 
cent, and schools 50 per cent of the following licenses 
which are issued by the counties : 

Auctioneers, $5 per month, or $20 per annum; toll bridges and 
ferries, rate fixed by commissioner; billiards, etc., each table, $5 
per quarter; bowling alley, $5 per quarter; exhibition of caravan, 
menagerie, circus, etc., each exhibition, $10; other shows per day, 
$5; pawnbrokers, $50 per quarter, two months $33.33, one month 
$16.67; peddlers — ^with a pack and on foot, $100 annually; wagon 
and one horse, $150 annually; wagon and two horses, $250 annually; 
with other conveyances, $300 annually. 

Liquor licenses. — For liquor, to be drunk on the premises, $750 
per annuni; not to be drunk on the premises, $200 per annum. 

The state receives from the insurance commissioner all the pro- 
ceeds of the following licenses: Insurance companies, $50 annually; 
hunter's license, $1; nonresident hunter's license, $25; fraternal 
societies, license fee, $5 annually; insurance agents, $2 to $5 annually. 

For filing articles of incorporation — when the capital stock does 
notexceed $25,000, $10; $25,000 to $50,000, $20; $50,000 to $100,000, 
$40; $100,000 to $500,000, $60; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $100; over 
$1,000,000, $150. Filing certificates of changes of articles of in- 
corporation, $5; executive commissions, $5; certifying laws, $3; 
searching records and certifying laws, $5. 

Grazing fee on sheep entering the state from other states and terri- 
tories, 5 cents per head, payable into the state treasury to the credit 
of the state live stock sanitary fund. 

To insurance commissioner. — Fraternal societies, for filing articles 
of incorporation, $10; societies' power of attorney, .$2; annual state- 
ment, $25. 

Domestic fire insurance companies. — Filing articles of incorpora- 
tion, $10; annual statement, $10. 

Insurance companies. — Annual statement, $50; copies of papers, 
20 cents per folio; affixing seal, $1; valuing policies, 1 cent for each 
$1,000; receiving copies of summons, $2. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Idaho. 
CoTJNTT Revenues. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — ■ 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county as for 
state purposes. 

2. Bate— 

The board of county commissioners annually ascer- 
tains the necessary rate to be levied on each $100 of 
taxable property for state and county taxes. 

County commissioners at the time of the annual levy of taxes 
must levy a tax of ^ mill on the dollar of assessed valuation of all 
horses, cattle, goats, mules, asses, and swine, and 4 mills on the 



dollar of assessed valuation of all sheep within the county for the 
purpose of exterminating predatory animals. Said commissioners 
may at the same time levy a tax not exceeding 5 mills on the dol- 
lar for the purpose of exterminating pests. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected in substantially the same 
maimer as state taxes. 

The board of county commissioners at its annual 
meeting may order the cancellation of any manifestly 
erroneous tax biUs; also the refunding of any money 
erroneously collected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male over 21 and under 50 years of age, except 
paupers, insane persons, Indians not taxed, Govern- 
ment prisoners, active members of volunteer fire com- 
panies, and persons permanently disabled so as to be 
unable to perform manual labor, and honorably dis- 
charged soldiers in the volunteer service of the United 
States, must pay an annual poll tax of $2. If not paid 
before the second Monday in January, the tax becomes 
S2.50. This is collected by the tax collector. 

A road poll tax not to exceed $4 on each adult per- 
son, levied by the board of county commissioners, is 
collected by the road overseers in the road districts of 
the county and by them turned over to the county 
treasurer. Employers are responsible for the collec- 
tion of the road poU tax of their employees, and may 
deduct such payment from the wages. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no county inheritance tax. 

r>. CORPORATION TAXES. 

All corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county receives 40 per cent of the moneys col- 
lected by the state for licenses. (See State licenses for 
description.) 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assess- 
ment and of equalization are substantially the same 
for municipal as for state and county purposes. 

Although cities do not make a separate assessment, 
the municipal authorities are empowered by statute 
to, in certain instances, include with the property sub- 
ject to taxation the unpatented lands embraced within 
the municipal limits. No lien attaches until after the 
lands become patented. These claims to public lands 
are not included in the regular assessment for state, 
county, and municipal purposes. 
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2. Bate— 

The council or trustees of each city or village certify 
the rate to the tax collector of the county. The limit 
is 20 mills forgenera.1 expenses; but other taxes author- 
ized by law may be levied. 

3. Oollection — 

By the county tax collector in substantially the 
same manner as the state and county taxes. The 
county receives a percentage for collection. For 1912 
the statutes allowed the counties 1^ per cent for such 
collection. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Each city and village is empowered to require every 
able-bodied male to work two days on the streets or 
highways, or to provide a substitute. Each delin- 
quent shall forfeit not to exceed $1 per day. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPOKATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
municipalities. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Cities may impose a license tax of not less than $3 nor more than 
$10 upon owners or harborers of dogs. 

School Revenues. 

The school revenues consist of interest on the public 
school fund, the principal of which is derived from 
proceeds of the sale of lands and from escheats; an 
annual county tax of not less than 5 mills nor more 
than 10 mills per doUar, also fines and forfeitures; 
50 per cent of licenses; and special school district 
taxes, voted by the school districts, of not to exceed 
10 mills. 

Like municipal taxes, the school district taxes are 
collected by the county tax collector, the county re- 
ceiving a percentage (1^ per cent in 1912) for the 
collection. 

Road District Revenues. 

Three varieties of road tax on county property ap- 
pear in Idaho : 

(1) A general road tax of from 10 cents to 100 cents on each SlOO on 
the value of taxable property. This tax is levied over the entire 
county. Twenty-five per cent of amount collected within the in- 
corporated cities, towns, and villages is returned to those minor 
subdivisions. 

(2) A special property road tax. This tax may be levied over 
the entire rural portion of the county, or it may be levied in only 
a certain road district or districts of the county. These road dis- 
tricts are established by the board of county commissioners, and 
changed in area or number at said board's will. If the board does 
not want to levy a special road tax throughout the entire county, 
if a majority of the taxpayers in any road district shall petition the 
county board to levy a special tax within that one road district, the 
county board may, at its option, do so. The petition must state 
the rate to be levied, which must not exceed 100 cents. 

(3) A tax levied by a "special good roads district." These dis- 
tricts seem to be distinct from the road districts marked off by the 



county commissioner. If 25 or more taxpayers in any "portion" 
of a county wish for some specific road purpose to have said portion 
of the county set oft as a special good roads district they may, by 
petition to the board of county commissioners, secure an election 
to be held within such portion of the county, the election to deter- 
mine whether such proposed road district shall be established. U 
Eesident realty owners only may vote at said election. If the 
district be established, three "good roads commissioners" are 
elected. They form a board, one becoming chairman, one secre- 
tary, and one treasurer. 

The said board has power to issue bonds after the district election 
has so authorized. It makes an estimate of the amount necessary to 
be raised for the purposes of the district and delivers the same to 
the county auditor, who levies the tax, which is collected with 
other taxes by the county assessor. The statutes place no limit on 
this levy. 

For the road poll tax, see Poll taxes, above. 

Irrigation Districts. 

Irrigation districts are formed on petition of a per- 
centage of the landowners to be affected thereby. The 
petition is addressed to the board of county commis- 
sioners in that county which embraces most of the area 
of the proposed district. After a hearing by the com- 
missioners, and the ordering of an election, the proposed 
district may, by a two-thirds majority of those voting, 
be established. A board of directors is elected, they 
choose a president, secretary, and treasurer; call elec- 
tion before issuing bonds or assessing property; assess 
the property of the district, not according to its value 
but according to the special benefit to be received from 
the irrigation project. 

The cost of the irrigation works is apportioned over 
the different tracts of land in accordance with the 
relative benefit to accrue to each tract. The amount 
thus apportioned — rather than the value of the land — 
is used as the base upon which the periodical and spe- 
cial taxes are calculated. The board of directors levies 
an annual tax or "assessment" on the third Tuesday 
of August each year. In the latter part of September 
the board meets as a board of correction to correct any 
errors in the hst. The tax is collected by the treasurer. 
Payment is due in November. The tax becoines de- 
linquent after the first Monday in January, and be- 
comes a hen upon the property after the first Monday 
in March. 

The board of directors is authorized by statute to 
charge tolls for water supplied by the irrigation works. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

A constitutional amendment was adopted by which the county 
treasurer, who is also public administrator, becomes ex officio 
county tax collector, this duty being taken away from the county 
assessors. 

The public utilities commission was constituted the state tax 
commission. As such it has supervision of the administration of all 
laws relating to the assessment of property and the levy, collection, 
apportionment, and distribution of taxes. All county boards of 
assessment and equalization and all officers concerned with the 
administration of the revenue laws of the state are subject to the 
authority of the commission. All property is required to be assessed 
at its ' ' full cash value, ' ' which is defined as ' ' the value at which the 
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property -would be taken in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor, or the amount the property would sell for at a voluntary cash 
sale made in the ordinary course of business, taking into consider- 
ation its earning power when put to the same uses to which property 
similarly situated is applied." 

Further exemptions from taxation were made as follows: Fruit 
and nut-bearing trees planted in orchard form for less tiian 4 years, 
and grape vines for less than 3 years; capital stock of corporations to 
the amount actually invested in or represented by property which 
has been assessed; cooperative telephone lines from which no profit 
is derived or upon or over which no fi?es or tolls are charged or col- 
lected; surgical or scientific instruments of resident professional 
men, to the amount of $400; household goods and furniture, sewing 
machines, musical instruments, wearing apparel, and jewelry of 
resident owners to the amount of $400, when the total value does not 
exceed $1,000. 

All real and personal property must be assessed between the 
second Monday in January and the fourth Monday in June; lands in 
cities, towns, etc., are classified as business or residence lots; shares 
of stock in national or state banks, building and loan associations, 
and trust, surety, and fidelity companies organized under the laws 
of the state are assessed to the owners where they are located, but 
the taxes may be paid by the banks; foreign banks and private 
bankers with no fixed amount of capital are assessed where located 
on an amount equal to the general average of money used during the 
preceding year. 

Taxes become delinquent on the first Monday in January succeed- 
ing the levy, 10 per cent penalty being added ; if, however, one-half 
is paid prior to the delinquent date, the penalty on the other half is 
only 4 per cent. Taxpayers must be notified of the several levies 
prior to the fourth Monday in November. 



The state treasurer must return to widows the amount paid by 
them as an inheritance tax upon their share of the community 
property. 

Annual registration fees for motor vehicles from $15 to $40, accord- 
ing to horsepower, and for motor vehicles, $5; automobile dealers 
and manufacturers, $35. 

A "Blue Sky" law, regulating investment companies, was passed 
and certain fees authorized. 

The law authorizing a tax levy on live stock for the extermination 
of predatory animals was repealed, and the board of county commis- 
sioners was authorized to levy a special tax of not more than 1 mill, 
to be known as "Scalp fund for paying bounties." They may also 
levy a tax of 1 mill for the extermination of crickets and other 
pests. 

Special school district taxes may be levied not to exceed 15 mills 
in districts other than independent districts. In the latter the 
board of trustees may levy a special tax not exceeding 20 mills, and 
where rural school routes are maintained 10 mills additional may be 
levied for said routes. 

Highway commissioners may levy not to exceed 2J mills for road 
purposes, and not to exceed 1 mill for bridge purposes, provided 
that these rates when added to those imposed by the board of county 
commissioners, shsill not exceed 4 mills for road and 1 mill for bridge 
purposes. 

Drainage districts may be organized upon petition of the owners 
of one-fifth of the acreage in said district. Amounts levied in this 
district are added to the general property taxes and collected there- 
with. Incorporated towns, cities, or villages may exercise the 
functions of a drainage district, or the whole or any portion of a 
town, city, or village may be included with other territory in a 
common district. 
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The constitution prescribes a general property tax 
for state, county, and municipal purposes, and also 
authorizes the taxation of certain occupations, fran- 
chises, and privileges. 

Corporations are generally taxed in the same man- 
ner as individuals. But domestic corporations are 
also taxed on the excess of their capital stock above 
the value of their tangible property. All such cor- 
porations except manufacturing, coal mining, news- 
paper publishing, and stock-breeding corporations 
are assessed on the excess by the state board of equali- 
zation. Those excepted are assessed by the local 
assessors. 

The poll tax is used solely for road district purposes. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall provide such revenue as may 
be needful by levjdng a tax by valuation, so that every person and 
corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, her, or 
its property — such value to be ascertained by some person or persons 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Revenue Laws of the State of Illinois. Auditor's edition, 1908. 
Compiled and published under the direction of James S. McCulloch, 
auditor of pubUc accounts, Springfield, 111., 1908. 

A report on the taxation and revenue system of Illinois, prepared 
for the Illinois Special Tax Commission by John A. Fairlie, Ph. D. — 
1910. 

The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 1911. Being all 
the general statutes of the state in force on January 1, 1912. By 
Harvey B. Hurd, Chicago, 1911. 

The session laws of 1913. 



to be elected or appointed in such manner as the general assembly 
shall direct, and not otherwise; but the general assembly sha,ll have 
power to tax peddlers, auctioneers, brokers, hawkers, merchants, 
commission merchants, showmen, jugglers, inkeepers, grocery 
keepers, liquor dealers, toll bridges, ferries, insurance, telegraph 
and express interests or business, vendors of patents, and persons 
or corporations owning or leasing franchises and privileges, in such 
maimer as it shall from time to time direct by general law, uniform 
as to the class upon which it operates. 

Sec 2. The specification of the objects and subjects of taxation 
shall not deprive the general assembly of the power tp require other 
subjects or objects to be taxed in such manner as may be consistent 
with the principles of taxation fixed in this constitution. 

Sec. 3. The property of the state, counties, and other municipal 
corporations, both real and personal, and such other property as may 
be used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural societies, for 
school, religious, cemetery, and charitable purposes, may be ex- 
empted from taxation by general law. In the assessment of real 
estate encumbered by a pubUc easement any depreciation occasioned 
by such easement may be deducted from the' valuation of such 
property. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall provide, in all cases where it 
may be necessary to sell real estate for the nonpayment of taxes or 
special assessments for state, county, municipal, or other purposes, 
that a return of such unpaid taxes or assessment shall be made to 
some general officer of the county having authority to receive state 
and county taxes; and there shall be no sale of said property for any 
of said taxes or assessments but by said officer upon the order or 
judgment of some court of record. 

Sec. 6. The general assembly shall have no power to release or 
discharge any county, city, township, town, or district whatever, or 
the inhabitants thereof, or the property therein, from their propor- 
tionate share of the taxes to be levied for state purposes, nor shall 
commutation for such taxes be authorized in any form whatsoever. 
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Sec. 7. All taxes levied for state purposes shall be paid into the 
state treasury. 

Sec. 8. County authorities shall never assess taxes, the aggregate 
of which shall exceed 75 cents per $100 valuation, except for the 
payment of indebtedness existing at the adoption of this constitu- 
tion, unless authorized by a vote of the people of the county. 

Sec. 9. The general assembly may vest the corporate authorities 
of cities, towns, and villages with power to make local improve- 
ments by special assessment, or by special taxation of contiguous 
property, or otherwise. For all other corporate purposes, all muni- 
cipal corporations may be vested with authority to assess and collect 
taxes; but such taxes shall be uniform in respect to persons and 
property within the jurisdiction of the body imposing the same. 

Sec. 10. The general assembly shall not impose taxes upon 
municipal corporations or the inhabitants or property thereof for 
corporate purposes, but shall require that all taxable property 
within the limits of municipal coi-porations shall be taxed for the 
payment of debts contracted under authority of law, such taxes 
to be uniform in respect to persons and property within the juris- 
diction of the body imposing the same. Private property shall not 
be liable to be taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debts 
of municipal corporations. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Separate sections, Illinois Central Railroad. — No contract, obliga- 
tion, or liability whatever, of the Illinois Central Railroad Co., to 
pay any money into the state treasury, nor any lien of the state upon, 
or right to tax property of said company in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the charter of said company, approved February 10, in the 
year of our Lord 1851, shall ever be released, suspended, modified, 
altered, remitted, or in any manner diminished or impaired by 
legislative or other authority; and all moneys derived from said 
company, after payment of the state debt, shall be appropriated 
and set apart for the payment of the ordinary expenses of the state 
government and for no other purposes whatever. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

A. In counties not under township organization: 

(1) The county treasurer, elected for four years, who is ex officio 
county assessor. 

(2) The board of county commissioners, which completes the 
assessment, equalizes between individuals, and hears complaints. 

(3) The sheriff, who is ex officio tax collector. 

(4) The county clerk, who acta as county auditor. 

B. In counties under township organization having less than 
125,000 iahabitants. 

(1) Township assessors, elected for two years. 

(2) The county treasurer, who is ex officio supervisor of assess- 
ments and controls and directs the township assessors in their work; 
he is also ex officio county tax collector, and as such completes the 
work of the township collectors. 

(3) The county board of review, composed of the chairman of 
the county board of supervisors and two citizens appointed by the 
county judge, which reviews the assessment, equalizes between 
taxpayers and townships, and hears complaints. 

(4) The township collectors, elected for two years. 

(5) The county clerk, who acts as auditor. 

C. In counties over 125,000. 

(1) The board of assessors, composed of five members, elected for a 
full term of six years, retiring in three groups, two of two members 
each and one of one member, one group retiring every two years. 
The board appoints its own deputies, except that the township 
assessors in districts outside of Chicago are by law made deputies of 
the board. 

(2) The board of review, composed of three members, elected for 
a full term of six years, one retiring every two years, which reviews 



the assessment, equalizes between taxpayers, townships, and dis- 
tricts, and hears complaints. 

(3) The county clerk, who acts as auditor. 

(4) The county treasurer, who is ex officio the county tax collector. 
D. In state at large: 

(1) The state board of equalization, one member from each con- 
gressional district, elected for four years, together with the auditor 
of public accounts. 

(2) The auditor of public accounts. 

State Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — The following 
classes of property are included and exempt: 

(1) and (2) All real and personal property in the state, except that 
which is specifically exempted, is subject to ad valorem taxation. 

All moneys, credits, bonds or stocks, and other investments, the 
shares of stock of incorporated companies and associations, other per- 
sonal property, including property in transit to or from the state, 
used, held, owned, or controlled by persons residing in the state. 

Shares of capital stock of banking companies doing business in 
the state. 

Capital stock of domestic companies, with a few exceptions. 

The net receipts of foreign fire, marine, and inland navigation 
insurance companies are taxed as property is taxed. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all public property, are: All 
property of institutions of learning or of purely public charity; all 
chruch property, actually and exclusively used for church pur- 
poses, cemeteries, and free public libraries; all property used by 
societies for agricultural, horticultural, mechanical, and philo- 
sophical purposes when not used for pecuniary profit; property of 
the fire department. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is but one assess- 
ment for state, county, and municipal purposes, and 
that is made by the town and district assessors, or in 
counties not under township organization, by the 
county assessor; or when made by any other body, 
as, in a few instances, by the state board of equaliza- 
tion, it is apportioned to the towns and districts as 
if so made. The assessment depends very largely 
upon the sworn statement or list made by the tax- 
payer, who is required to hst his property at its full 
cash value. But the "assessed value" fixed by the 
assessor is only one- third of the full value. Property 
is assessed as of the 1st day of April. Real estate is 
assessed once every four years. The last assessment 
was made in 1911. But the "general assessment" so 
made is corrected annually for changes prior to April 
1. The sum secured by a mortgage is taxable as a 
credit of the mortgagee. Personal property is assessed 
annually. 

Owners of real estate are required to list their property, but the 
value is determined by the assessor on "actual view." 

Owners of personal property are required to list the same at its 
fair cash value and swear to the list and value, but the law further 
requires that the assessor shall determine the fair cash value; only 
one-thirl of the full value is assessed. With certain exceptions, 
personal property is assessed in the town, city, village, district, or 
county where the owner resides. The penalty for refusal to make 
out a list or swear to it is a fine of not more than $200, and the assessed 
value is increased 50 per cent. 
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•Government lands located prior to May 1 are taxable for that year 
and annually thereafter as real estate. 

All corporations organized under the laws of the state, except com- 
panies for purely manufacturing purposes, or for the mining and sale 
of coal, or for printing, or for publication of newspapers, or for the 
improving or breeding of stock, which excepted companies are 
assessed by the local assessors, and except the Illinois Central Rail- 
road Co., not subject to the general property tax (see Corporation 
tax), and railroad, telegraph, and telephone companies assessed as 
described below by the state board of equalization, and banks and 
insurance companies generally, whose assessment is described be- 
low, are assessed as follows: First, by the local assessors on the value 
of their tangible property; second, by the state board of equaliza- 
tion on the excess in the value of their capital stock, including the 
franchise, over that of their tangible property, and the excess so 
assessed is certified to the county clerk of the county where the 
company is located. 

Railroads (except the Illinois Central Railroad) are assessed by 
the state board of equalization and the local assessors. The latter 
assess all real estate not included in right of way or "railroad track " 
and the tools and materials for repairs, and all other personality ex- 
cept ' ' rolling stock . ' ' The former assesses the ' ' railroad track " and 
the "rolUng stock," apportioning the value of the "main track" 
and "rolling stock" by a unit rule among the counties, where it is 
reapportioned by the county clerk among the townships, etc.; but 
the "side track" is assessed, where it is situated, by the state board 
and is not so apportioned. The railroads are required to assist in 
the assessment by listing their property in each county with the 
county clerks and in the state as a whole with the auditor of public 
accounts. The state board is also required to assess the excess value 
of capital stock over the value of tangible property as assessed, if 
there be any such excess. 

Telegraph and telephone companies. — The state board of equali- 
zation assesses the capital stock of such companies where the com- 
pany is incorporated under the laws of Illinois, deducting the as- 
sessed value of property locally taxed, and apportions the amount 
among the several counties as railroad assessiiients are apportioned. 

Mortgages.' — Where a deed for real estate is held for the payment 
of a sum of money, such sum so secured is held to be personal prop- 
erty and must be listed as a credit by the mortgagee. 

Shares of stock of foreign corporations are assessed to the share- 
holder at his residence. Shares in state and national banks are 
assessed to the shareholder where the bank is located, less deduc- 
tions for real estate and allowances for uncollectible accounts. 

Mutual building and loan association stock, either domestic or 
foreign, is assessed to the stockholders at their place of residence. 
In determining the value of the stock the value of the real estate 
is first deducted. 

Property of banks. — Banks other than state or national are taxed 
on their moneys, personal property, credits, bonds, and stocks, less 
deposits and other accounts payable. 

Money and credits. — From the gross amount of credits the tax- 
payer may deduct from his list the amount of all bona fide debts 
owing by him. These deductions must be verified by oath. 

Pawnbrokers are assessed on the value of the property pledged 
to and held by them. 

Franchises granted by the state are to be listed as personal 
property. 

All property and assets of life insurance companies organized un- 
der the laws of the state are assessed to the corporation as to a natural 
person in the name of the corporation, in the county, town, city, 
village, or district of its residence. In computing the taxable prop- 
erty the value of the real property taxed is deducted from its 
net admitted assets above liabilities as returned to the insurance 
superintendent. 

Insurance agencies, representing companies organized under the 
laws of another state, are assessed upon their net receipts as property. 



c. Equalization. — 'In counties not under township 
organization, the board of county commissioners equal- 
izes between taxpayers, townships, and districts, and 
may iucrease or lower the total assessment of each of 
the several classes of property. 

. In counties under township organization, excepting 
Cook County, the same powers rest in the county 
board of review. 

In Cook County there is a specially constituted board 
of review for this work. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
the several counties, considering various classes of 
property separately. It may lower or raise the total 
assessed value of property in any county, but the total 
of such decrease or increase may not exceed 10 per cent 
of the total assessed value of aU the property in the 
state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate per cent required to produce the amount 
of taxes levied by the general assembly is to be ascer- 
tained annually by the governor, auditor, and treas- 
urer. The amount of taxes is extended by the county 
clerk on the assessed value of property as equalized 
by the state board of equahzation. Separate rates 
are certified for the "revenue fund," the "interest 
fund," "state school fund," and other funds. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes — state, county, and municipal — 
are collected by the same coUectors. In counties hav- 
ing township organization this is done by the township 
collectors, except in Cook County, where the county 
treasurer is ex officio tax collector; in other counties 
by the sheriff, who is ex officio collector, except that 
in counties under township organization railroad taxes 
are paid directly to the county treasurer, who is made 
ex officio tax collector for that purpose. Personal 
property taxes may be collected by distress and sale 
of goods and chattels. Taxes on personal property 
not sufficiently secured by such personal property may 
become a lien on the real estate of the taxpayer, and 
personal property is liable for taxes levied on real 
property, and such taxes are due and payable when 
demanded by the collector who receives a warrant 
for the collection thereof on or before January 2 fol- 
lowing the year in which taxes are levied. Taxes on 
real estate become dehnquent March 10 in the year 
following the assessment and the land may be sold for 
taxes after publication of the proper notice and 
obtaining judgment and order of sale at the June term 
of the county court. Taxes become a lien upon real 
property May 1 of the year in which the taxes are 
levied. Interest is charged from May 1, after the 
taxes become dehnquent. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 
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0. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Seo. 1. A tax is imposed on any transfer of prop- 
erty, real, personal, or mixed, or any interest therein 
or income therefrom, to any person, association, or 
corporation, in the following cases: 

1. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of the state, 
from any person dying seized or possessed of the property while a 
resident of this state. 

2. When the transfer is by will or intestate laws of the state, or 
within its jurisdiction, of property within the state, and the dece- 
dent was a nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

3. When the transfer is of property made by a resident or by a 
nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within the state, 
or within its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, 
made in contemplation of death or intended to take effect after 
death. 

4. When any person becomes entitled to property by any such 
transfer made before or after the passage of this chapter. 

5. When any person shall exercise a power of appointment, 
derived from disposition of property made before or after the passage 
of this chapter, such appointment when made shall be deemed a 
transfer taxable in the same manner as though the property belonged 
to donee of such power. 

6. This tax shall be computed on the true and full value in money 
of the property. 

The rate for property passing to the father, mother, 
husband, wife, brother, sister, wife or widow of the son 
or husband of the daughter, adopted child or any legiti- 
mate hneal descendant, is 2 per cent when the amount 
exceeds the sum of $100,000 and 1 per cent when the 
amount is $100,000 or less, except that this tax is not 
charged against property of the value of $20,000 or 
less. Passing to any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or 
lineal descendant thereof, 4 per cent when the amount 
exceeds the sum of $20,000 and 2 per cent when the 
amount is $20,000 or less, except that property to the 
value of $2,000 is not liable for this tax. In all other 
cases the rate is 10 per cent when the amount passing 
exceeds the sum of $100,000, 6 per cent when the 
amount is over $50,000 and not over $100,000, 5 per 
cent when the amount is over $20,000 and not over 
$60,000, 4 per cent when the amount is over $10,000 
and not over $20,000, and 3 per cent when the amount 
is $10,000 or less, except that property to the value of 
$500 is not hable to this tax. 

Property passing for religious, educational, or chari- 
table purposes is exempt from the tax. The tax is 
collected by the county treasurer and is for the benefit 
of the state. 

Taxes are due and payable at the death of the 
decedent, and if not paid within six months after death 
of decedent interest is charged at rate of 6 per cent 
until paid. A discount of 5 per cent is allowed if the 
tax is paid within six months. The tax is a Hen on 
the estate untd paid. 

D. COEPOEATION T^AXES. 

Corporations are, for the most part, taxed under 
the general property tax. The slight differences in 



the method of assessment applied to corporate prop- 
erty have been described above. In the foUowiag 
cases the priaciples of the general property tax are 
departed from: 

(1) The Illinois Central Railroad pays 7 per cent on its gross earn- 
ings, made up as follows: Five per cent on gross earnings paid semi- 
annually ; a tax not to exceed three-fourths of 1 per cent on assessed 
valuation of property; enough more to bring the total up to 7 per 
cent of gross earnings. This tax is paid to the state. 

The payments of this corporation represent a.retum for the lands 
granted and other special privileges obtained by the road as well 
as a tax in the usual sense of the term. 

(2) All burglary and casualty insurance companies, domestic and 
foreign, doing business in the state on the mutual plan are required 
to pay 2 per cent on cash collected as premiums from policy holders 
residing in Illinois in lieu of other municipal or state taxes. 

(3) For the maintenance of the office of state fire marshal all fire 
insurance companies doing business in the state shall pay a tax of 
one-fourth of 1 per cent on the gross receipts of such company on 
business done in the state. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

(Annual unless otherwise stated.) 

To practice architecture, examination fee, $15; license, $25 until 
revoked; renewed annually before August 1, at $5 and at any later 
date, $10. Itinerant vendor of merchandise, $25. Employment 
agencies: In cities of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $50; in cities of 
less than 50,000 inhabitants, $25. Hunter's license, resident, 75 
cents; nonresident, $25. Motorcycle, $2. Automobile, 25 horse- 
power and less, $4; 26 to 35 horsepower, $6; 36 to 50 horsepower, 
$8; 50 horsepower or more, $10; electric, $5. Chauffeur's license, $5; 
renewals, $3. Milk and cream tester, 50 cents. License to fish — 
for each dip net, resident, 25 cents; nonresident, $1; for each 100 
yards of trammel net or less, resident, $1.25; nonresident, $5; for 
each 100 yards of seine or less, resident, $5; nonresident, $10; for 
each sailboat or rowboat using gill or pound nets, resident, $10; 
nonresident, $30; for gasoline launch, resident, $15; nonresident, 
$50; for steam tug, resident, $25; nonresident, $200; to fish with 
hook and line, nonresident, $1. Agents to procure fire policies in 
unauthorized companies, $200; in counties having less than 
100,000 inhabitants, $25. To operate ferry, term of license not 
over 10 years, $5 to $300. To practice dentistry, $5. Itinerant 
vendor of drugs, $100 per month. Manufacturer or agent selling 
commercial fertilizer, $20. Embalmers, $1. Commission mer- 
chants, $25. 

Pharmacist — certificate, $5; registration, $10; apprentice regis- 
tration, $2. Practice of dental surgery, examination fee, $20. Em- 
balmer's examination fee, $5. Practice of medicine — examination 
fee, $10; certificate, $5. Midwifery — examination, $5; certificate, 
$3. Teacher's certificate, $1. 

Casualty insurance companies — application for certificate of 
authority, $30; filing annual statement, $10; certificate of authority 
for agent, $2. Copy of papers filed in office of superintendent of 
insurance, 20 cents per folio; seal on same, $1. 

Filing articles of incorporation with secretary of state, capital up 
to $2,500, $30; $2,500 to $5,000, $50; over $5,000, $50, and $1 for 
each $1,000 additional; increase of capital stock, $1 for each 
$1,000 increase, but to be not less than $50, when increase is more 
than $2,500; for filing certificate of increase, $1; corporations not or- 
ganized for profit, $10; commission of notary public, $2. 

Foreign building and loan associations — ^filing application to do 
business in the state, $50; for each certificate of authority and 
annual renewal of same, $25. 

Fraternal insurance associations already organized, $5; to become 
incorporated, $10. 

Burial insurance companies. — Filing fee, $5. 
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Foreign corporations to do business in the state, $100. 

State banks are required to pay the bank examiner $10 per day 
and 25 cents niileage, and also $5 for filing the quarterly report. 

Savings banks pay an organization fee of $5, and if their funds ex- 
ceed $100,000 their proportional assessment to sustain the banking 
department. 

Public accountants, examination and certificate, $25. 

Examination in veterinary medicine and surgery — examination 
fee, $20; license fee, $5; county registration, 25 cents. 

Registered nurses. — Registration and recording, $1.25. 

Stallion registration board. — Examination and enrollment of 
pedigree, $2; annualUcense, each stallion, $1; transfer of certificate 
of enrollment, 50 cents. 

Certificate of registration of barbers, $1; examination fee to new- 
barbers, $3. 

Accident insurance companies. — Filing application and charter, 
$20; annual statement, $10 in lieu of other fees, whether state, 
county, or municipal, except the fees for any service or act of the 
auditor, which are the same as provided in the case of life insurance 
companies. 

Accident insurance companies on assessment plan. — To amend 
articles of incorporation so as to insure against disability from sick- 
ness or death and to provide a funeral benefit, $10 to insurance com- 
mission, and $4 to secretary of state. 

Insurance. — Guaranteeing titles to real estate by corporations — 
same fees as for casualty companies, except that copies of papers 
filed in the office are charged at rate of 25 cents per folio. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Illinois. 
County Revenxies. 

a. general pkoperty taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included is the same for the county 
tax as for the state. The taxes are extended upon 
the valuation ascertained by the equalization and 
assessment of property by the county board of re- 
view, and all property originally assessed by the state 
board of equalization. 

2. Rate — 

The county board of the respective counties deter- 
,mines the amount to be raised for all county purposes, 
which is limited by the constitution to not exceed 75 
cents on each $100 valuation of property, except for 
indebtedness existing at the time of the adoption of 
the state constitution, unless otherwise authorized by 
vote of the comity. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made in general as of state taxes by the 
town collectors, who make settlement with the county 
collectors. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHEEITANCE, AND CORPORATION 

TAXES. 

There are no county poll, inheritance, or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Dogs, $1. (In counties not under township organization license 
fees are paid into county treasury; in counties under township 
organization the tax is turned over to the supervisor of the town.) 



County boards in counties under township organization, and 
county commissioners in others, may issue licenses for the sale of 
liquor at not less than $500 per annum; malt liquor only, $150 per 
annum, but not to be granted to any dramshop within two miles of 
any incorporated city, town, or village. 

These licenses become a part of the general revenue of the county. 

The following county officials are required to pay over to the 
county treasurer the fees of their offices: Clerks of circuit court, 
recorder of deeds, county clerk, sheriff, and masters in chancery. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are as described under the state 
and county taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The proper authorities of towns, townships, dis- 
tricts, and incorporated cities, towns, and villages 
certify to the couftty clerk the amounts to be raised 
by taxation, and such clerk determines the rate per 
cent upon the valuation that wUl produce the net 
amount. The rate is not to exceed 60 cents on the $100 
valuation of property situated therein, exclusive of 
school taxes and the interest on bonded indebtedness. 

Cities having a population of less than 100,000 inhabitants may 
levy a tax of 3 mills on the dollar for the maintenance of a non- 
sectarian hospital therein. This tax not included in limit in cities 
of 1,500 inhabitants or over. 

A tax for the maintenance and improvement of public parks may 
be levied by special assessment on the property within the park 
district. 

The city council of incorporated cities may levy not to exceed 
1.2 mills on the dollar for maintenance of a city library. In cities of 
100,000 inhabitants or over the tax shall not exceed 6 cents on $100 
valuation of property within such city. This tax is not included in 
limit in cities of over 2,000 inhabitants. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is in general the same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no poll tax for municipal purposes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Municipalities do not share in the inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Foreign fire insurance companies are to pay, for the 
benefit of organized fire departments, not to exceed 2 
per cent of the gross receipts received by their agency 
in any city, town, or village. 

E. business TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council in cities and the president and 
board of trustees in villages and incorporated towns are 
given authority to license all business and occupations 
in general, including liquor licenses. 

Liquor Ucenses are to be not less than $500 per annum; malt 
liquors only, $150 per annum. 
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School Revenues. 

Cities, villages, and school districts have authority to 
levy a tax for school purposes. 

The common school fund of the state consists of the 
proceeds of a 2-mill tax levied annually, the interest 
on the school fund proper, being 3 per cent upon the 
proceeds of the sales of public land, and the iaterest 
on the surplus revenue fund. This fund is appor- 
tioned to each county in proportion to the number of 
children. 

The township and coxmty school fund consists of 
the interest on the proceeds of the sale of the six- 
teenth section of common school lands. 

A tax of 1 mill on the dollar of all taxable property 
in the state is levied for the support of the University 
of lUiaois. 

All fines, forfeitures, and penalties imposed or in- 
curred in any of the courts of record or before any 
justice of the peace, except fines, forfeitures, and pen- 
alties incurred or imposed in incorporated towns or 
cities for the violation of the by-laws or ordinances 
thereof, are paid to the county superintendent of 
schools of the county wherein such fines have been 
imposed. 

Road Revenues. 

Counties imder township organization. — ^The high- 
way commission of each town or road district may 
levy taxes not to exceed 61 cents on the $100 valua- 
tion of all taxable property in the town and a poll tax 



of not less than $1 nor more than $2 on the able- 
bodied citizens of the town between the ages of 21 and 
50 years, except paupers, idiots, and lunatics. 

Counties not under township organization. — The 
board of county commissioners may levy not to ex- 
ceed 30 cents on $100 valuation of all taxable property 
in the county and a poll tax of not less than $1 nor 
more than $5. (This tax is not included in the con- 
stitutional limit for county purposes.) District road 
commissioners may levy not to exceed 30 cents on 
$100 valuation of all taxable property in the district 
and a poll tax of not less than $1 nor more than $5. 

All the above taxes are for road and bridge purposes 
and may, in general, be paid by the "labor system," 
if so decided, by submitting the matter to a vote of the 
electors of each town or road district. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

There was added to property exempt from taxation all market ' 
houses used exclusively for public purposes and all works, machin- 
ery, and fixtures of drainage districts when used exclusively for 
pumping water from the ditches and drains of such districts for 
drainage piu-poses. 

A public utilities commission was established with power to 
determine the valuation of property of all public utilities. 

Incorporated cities of less than 50,000 inhabitants were empow- 
ered to levy a tax not to exceed 3 mills for park purposes. 

Cities, villages, and incorporated towns subject to overflow or 
inundation were authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 1 per cent 
for levee purposes. 

Examination fee for registered nurses, $10; registration fee for 
registered nurses from other states, ?10. 



INDIANA.! 



Indiana depends mainly upon the general property 
tax. This tax has substantially the same form as in 
other states; but there are radical differences in the 
administration which distinguish the so-called "In- 
diana system" from that of other states. These 
distinguishing features are: (1) A state tax commis- 
sion, with full directive and supervisory powers over 
the local assessors; (2) a county assessor in each 
county, responsible to the tax commissioners, exer- 
cising supervisory authority over the township asses- 
sors and Avith power to make assessments where the 
local assessors fail to do so; (3) a regular system of 
conferences, at which assessment officers agree upon 
the policy to be followed. 

The provisions of the law are minute and detailed 
in the extreme, and it is in the attention to detail 
rather than in difference in principle that the character- 
istics of the system are to be found. But these details 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Laws relating to the assessment of Property for Taxation. Issued 
by the state board of tax commissioners. Prepared by James Bing- 
ham, attorney general of Indiana, Indianapolis, 1907. 

Annotated Indiana Statutes, 1908. 

Indiana Statutes relating to Taxation, 1909, issued by state board 
of accounts. 

Acts of State Legislature, 1909-1913. 



do not lend themselves to classification and can not be 
shown in the following abstracts. 

Another feature of the Indiana system is that it 
places the collection of all taxes^ — state, county, and 
municipal^ — in the hands of one person, the county 
treasurer, thus bringing all the taxes levied on one 
person together as one bill. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE rV. 

Sec. 22 (§ 118). The general assembly shall not pass local or 
special laws for the assessment and collection of taxes for state, 
county, township, or road purposes. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 1 (§ 193). The general assembly shall provide, by law, for a 
uniform and equal rate of assessment and taxation; and shall pre- 
scribe such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation 
of all property, both real and personal, excepting such only, for 
municipal, educational, literary, scientific, religious, or charitable 
purposes, as may be specially exempted by law. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The township assessors, one in each township, elected every 
four years. 
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(2) The county assessora, one in each, county, elected every four 
years. 

(3) The county auditors, one in each county, elected every four 
years. 

(4) The county board of review, composed in each county of the 
county assessor, county auditor, and county treasurer, and two free- 
holders, to be appointed by the judge of the circuit court. 

(5) The county treasurers are county tax collectors, and are 
elected for two years. 

(6) The state board of tax commissioners, three persons, appointed 
by the governor for a term of four years, together with the secretary 
of state and the auditor of state, the last two of whom shall be ex 
officio members. 

N. B. — The assessments made by township assessors serve also as 
city assessments. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — AH property 
•within the jurisdiction of the state not expressly 
exempted is subject to taxation. Property is classi- 
fied for purposes of taxation as follows : 

(1) Real property, which includes all land within the state, and 
all buildings and fixtures; "railroad track," including the right of 
way, stations, and improvements, except machinery, stationary en- 
gines, and other fixtures, which are considered personal property. 
Possessory claims are treated as personal property. 

(2) Personal property, which includes all goods and chattels 
within the state; all ships and vessels at home or abroad owned in 
the state; all goods, etc., outside the state but owned by the inhab- 
itants, except property permanently invested in another state; all 
credits less debts; all shares in corporations, not exempt, unless the 
corporation is itself taxed on all its property; shares in national 
banks, less the value of real estate taxed to the bank; all shares in 
foreign corporations except national banks; all moneys; all annui- 
ties and royalties; all interests owned by individuals in lands the fee 
of which is in the United States; railroad rolling stock; franchises 
granted by the law of the state and used by any person or corpora- 
tion; the mains, pipes, and wires of gas, electric light, and water- 
works companies. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation include the personal and real prop- 
erty of every manual labor school or college incorporated in the 
state, such real estate not to exceed 320 acres; every building used 
for educational, literary, scientific, or charitable pui-poses and the 
land thereof not exceeding 40 acres; free dispensaries of charitable 
associations; also the personal property, endowment, and income 
belonging to any such institution; churches and cemeteries; state, 
municipal, and highway bonds, mortgages and bonds of the state 
board of agriculture; funds of and property exclusively occupied 
by fraternal beneficiary associations; property of the Y. M. C. A. 
and Y. W. C. A.; personal property and one acre of land of any 
college Greek letter fraternity; property, other than real, of build- 
ing and loan associations as such. Household goods to value of 
$100, although not exempt, can not be sold for delinquent taxes. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is but one assess- 
ment for the property tax for state, county, and 
municipal purposes. Most property is assessed by 
the township assessors, who work under the immediate 
supervision of the county assessors, who have power 
to list property omitted, and the county assessors in 
turn are under the direction of the state board of tax 
commissioners . 

In general, property is assessed on the basis of sworn 
statements returned to the assessors by the taxpayers, 



but the property of railroad, telegraph, and certain 
other corporations is assessed by the state board 
of tax commissioners, and the amount is apportioned 
among the counties in which the property is situated. 
Very heavy penalties, ranging from $10 to $5,000, 
or six months in j ail and 50 per cent increased assess- 
ment, are provided for returning false lists or for refusal 
to swear to lists. 

Real estate is assessed but once every four years, the 
last assessments being in 1907 and 1911, and the as- 
sessment is revised annually for improvements and 
other changes. All other property is assessed annually. 
The assessment refers to the 1st of March. 

Personal property is generally assessed where 
actually located, and not where the owner resides. 

Land is to be valued by the assessor at the price it 
would bring at private sale, and not at a forced or 
sheriff sale. The same rule applies to personal 
property. 

Mortgaged real estate is assessed to the mortgagor at full value, ex- 
cept that the owner may deduct from such value the amount of any 
mortgage not exceeding $700- nor exceeding one-half the assessed 
value of the property, provided he reports the name and address of 
the mortgagee, who is then taxed upon the mortgage. 

While all interests in lands the fee to which is still in the state or 
the United States are to be assessed as personal property, lands sold 
by the state and not conveyed are to be taxed as if conveyed. 

Private bankers and brokers are assessed upon their real estate and 
the excess of their credits over their debts and deposits. 

State and national banks, except savings banks, are assessed upon 
then- real estate, only the shares being taxable at market value, or, if 
there is no market value, at book value, less the value of the real 
estate. The assessment is made to the shareholders at the place 
where the bank is located, and the bank officers are required to fur- 
nish the names and residences of the stockholders. 

Corporations in general, except as shown below, are assessed the 
same as individuals on all corporate property, including corporate 
stock and franchises. Corporate taxation is thus a part of the gen- 
eral property tax system of the state. Shares in corporations, all 
the property of which is taxable, are not assessed to the shareholder. 
Every franchise is to be listed and assessed as personal property. 
The county board of review values and assesses the capital stock and 
all franchises and privileges of domestic corporations, including 
savings banks, unless . otherwise provided. The capital stock is 
listed for taxation at its excess of value over franchises and tangible 
property. 

Baikoad property, including street raihoad property, denomi- 
nated raihoad track and improvements thereon, and rolling stock, 
and all property belonging to telegraph and telephone companies, 
to express companies, to sleeping car companies (sleeping cars 
being defined to include palace, drawing-room, sleeping, chair and 
dining cars); and to oil or gas pipe line companies, are assessed 
by the state board of tax commissioners on the basis of the market 
value of the stock and bonds, less the value of real estate and tangi- 
ble personalty taxed locally, and the assessment so made is appor- 
tioned on a mileage basis to the assessment districts in which the 
property is located. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of review an- 
nually equalizes the valuation of real and personal 
property assessed in each county. The board passes 
upon each individual valuation, hears complaints, and 
revises the assessment list. It also equalizes as be- 
tween townships or divisions of townships and deter- 
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mines a rate per cent to be added to or deducted from 
the various classes of property throughout the township. 
If necessary, the board may set aside the assessment 
of the whole county and order a new one, but it has 
no power to depart from the true cash value in fixing 
assessments. 

A feature of equalization in practice is the annual 
meeting of the county assessors of the state, called by 
the state board of tax commissioners for purposes 
of conference. 

The state board of tax commissioners hears appeals 
from the county boards of review. It equalizes its 
own assessments of railroad property. In the years 
that real estate is assessed it equalizes real property 
assessments. It also equalizes the assessment lists 
between the several counties, adding or deducting a 
rate per cent according to classes of property consid- 
ered separately. 

The state board of ,tax commissioners also has 
certain powers which work effectual equalization, 
though not so called. It has powers of supervision 
and examination over the county and township 
assessors. Each county is to be visited once in each 
year by the state board. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for state taxation, expressed in cents upon 
each $100 valuation for state expenditures, is fixed 
by the legislature. 

3. Collection — 

All taxes on property, whether for state, county, 
school, road, or other purposes, are collected by the 
county treasurer. One-half the taxes, including all 
the road tax, is to be paid on or before the first Mon- 
day in May, the remaiader by the first Monday in 
November. Taxes become a lien on all real estate 
from the 1st of March, and continue for 10 years, and 
such lien is a state lien and is for all taxes, state, 
county, school, road, or township. 

The penalty for delinquency in the pajmient of any 
installment of taxes is an addition of 10 per cent and 
a further penalty of 6 per cent if not paid before the 
next installment is due. 

If not paid on January 1 after two years from the 
beginning of such delinquency, the taxes bear interest 
at 6 per cent in addition to former penalties for delin- 
quency. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The poll tax is assessed on every male inhabitant of 
the state between the ages of 21 and 50 years, except 
officers and enlisted men of the active militia, and 
such persons as the board of county commissioners 
may deem unable to pay it. Every person is listed 
for Ms poll tax in the county of his residence. The 
amount to be charged on each poll is fixed by the 
general assembly for state purposes and for schools. 
Collection is made by the county treasurer. 



C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. The property of the 
decedent's estate in the hands of the administrator or 
executor is subject to the general property tax, and 
penalties are imposed on such ofl&cer personally for 
delinquency. The administrator or executor is also 
liable for back taxes unpaid during the life of decedent. 

In the case of a legacy to any hterary, scientific, or 
charitable institution, that portion of the estate is 
exempt. 

D. COEPOEATIOIf TAXES. 

AU corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. 

Foreign insurance companies pay a tax of $3 on each $100 excess 
of premiums received over losses paid in the state. (This is an. 
exception to the system of the state.) 

In addition to the general property tax domestic corporations are 
also taxed upon the excess of the cash value of their capital stock 
over the assessed value of their property. 

Foreign bridge companies are taxed on their gross earnings as 
well as on property. 

Navigation companies organized under the laws of the state pay 
a tax of 3 cents per net ton of the registered tonnage of all vessels 
owned by such companies. In addition to this tonnage tax such 
companies are taxed on all personal property except vessels and 
other tangible property outside the state. All ships registered 
under the navigation laws of the United States at any port in Indiana, 
are taxed 3 cents per net ton of registered tonnage. 

Joint stock associations, companies engaged in carrying freight 
under contract with railroad companies, copartnerships, or associar 
tions pay to the state a sum in the nature of an excise tax equal to 
1 per cent of the amount fixed by the state board of tax commis- 
sioners as the value of the proportion of the capital stock represent- 
ing the capital and property of the company in Indiana after deduct- 
ing the value of the real estate of such company in Indiana assessed 
and taxed locally. 

B. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

These are collected by the county treasurer mainly for the benefit 
of the state school fund. — To keep a ferry, $2 to $50; in each county 
from traveling merchants and peddlers not residents and selling 
foreign merchandise when capital is not over $1,000, $5; capital, 
$1,000 to $2,000, $7.50; capital, $2,000 to $5,000, $10; capital over 
$5,000, $20. (Peddlers of tea and coffee are exempt.) Soldiers 
and sailors are given a license for the payment of a fee. Brokers, 
per annum, $100. The secretary of state is authorized to issue 
a license of $500 per annum to sell prison-made goods. 

Fees are payable to state officials as follows: 

For a commission to a notary public, $1; for a commission to a 
commissioner of deeds, $5; for each attestation and seal, not ex- 
empted, 50 cents; for fUing and recording each article, charter, etc., 
not exceeding 200 words, $1; for filing, etc., articles of incorporation 
where the capital stock is $10,000 or less, $10 ; where the capital stock 
exceeds $10,000, $10 and one-tenth of 1 per cent of the capital stock 
in excess of $10,000. For an increase of capital stock or the merging 
of two or more companies, the fees are the same as for filing original 
papers. Mutual insurance companies' charters, $25; religious and 
other corporations' charters, $5; building and loan associations, 
where the stock is $50,000 or less, $10; where the stock is more than 
$50,000, $10 and one twenty-fifth of 1 per cent of the capital stock in 
excess of $50,000. For a reduction of capital stock, $5; fora decree of 
comt changing name of a corporation, $5; for amendments to char- 
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ter, 20 cents per hundred words, but not less than $5; for filing a 
certificate of extension of line, change of termini, etc., by railroad 
company, 20 cents per hundred words, but not less than $5; for ex- 
tension of purpose or change of domicile, $5. For filing certificate 
of incorporation of insurance company other than live stock, $2; 
live stock, $10; filing articles of incorporation of a mutual live stock 
association, $15, and $5 for each additional county taken in there- 
after; for filing the certificate of a corporation organized for the per- 
petuation of the memory of soldiers and sailors, $1; for filing articles 
of a foreign corporation, for the first $10,000 or less of that portion 
of its capital stock represented by its property and business in the 
state, $25; over $10,000, the same as incorporating fees required of 
domestic corporations. For any other certificate not enumerated 
above, 20 cents per hundred words, but not less than $5. 

For examination of the statement of an insurance company, $5; 
for filing a statement of subscription to a live stock insurance com- 
pany, $10; for life insurance agents' annual license, $1; for fihng 
bond as a bank oflacer, $1. 

Examining domestic building and loan associations, having assets 
less than $25,000, $5 ; over $25,000 and less than $50,000, $7 .50 ; over 
$50,000 and less than $100,000, $10; each additional $100,000, $5. 
Examining banks, loan and trust and safe deposit companies having 
assets of less than $100,000, $15; $100,000 to $200,000, $20; $200,000 
to $500,000, $25; $500,000 to $700,000, $30; $700,000 to $1,000,000, 
$35 ; and $2 additional for each $100,000 until assets reach $3,000,000, 
and $1 for each $100,000 in excess of $3,000,000. 

For a dental examination, $20; for reexamination, $10; for license 
fee, 50 cents. For a pharmacist examination, $5; for reregistration, 
$2; for registration by certificate from another state, $15; the fees 
for assistant pharmacist for the same services, respectively, are as 
follows: $3, $1, and $5. For an applicant with a satisfactory diplo- 
ma, to practice medicine, $10; where an examination is required, 
$25; license fee, 50 cents. For an employment agency Ucense, $25; 
fee for plugging a gas well, $5; hcense for operating a cold storage 
plant, $10 annually. Examination fee for the practice of vet- 
erinary sm-gery, $10; hcense to practice, $5. For the inspection of 
the business of a person, firm, or corporation, employing five persons 
or more, $1 annually. For certificate to qualify as a miner, $1. 
License fee to a nonresident for the privilege to fish in the state, $1. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Indiana. 
County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to taxation and the methods of 
assessment and of equahzation are substantially the 
same for county as for state taxation. 

2. Rate — 

The rate is determined by the county council. There 
are various limits, the most general one being 33 cents 
per $100 of assessed valuation, but extra rates are 
allowed under varying circumstances. 

The county commissioners may levy annually for repairing roads 
a tax of not more than 1 cent upon each $100 of property for every 10 
miles of free gsavel road maintained by them; but where less than 
50 miles of such roads are maintained they may levy not to exceed 
Scents on each $100 worth for every 10 miles of road. The town- 
ship advisory board levies an annual road tax of not more than 30 
cents on each $100 worth of property, which may be worked out at 
the rate of $1.50 per man each day. 

3. Collection — 

Substantially the same as for state taxes. 



B. POLL TAXES. 

The amount to be charged on each poll for county 
expenditures is determined by the county council. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Counties do not share in corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Counties are authorized to grant a number of licenses 
and to charge therefor the following fees : 

Expositions and shows, for each performance, $5 to $25. The 
above goes to the county or district agricultural association fund. 
To keep a stallion, per annum, 50 cents. Retail liquor Ucense, $200. 
Wholesale liquor license, $200, $100 of which goes to the tuition 
fund of the county and $100 to the city or town where located. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equahzation are substantially the same for 
municipal purposes as for state and county. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined by municipal legislative au- 
thorities. The common council may levy a tax for 
city purposes not to exceed in the aggregate 75 cents 
in cities of the first class, and $1.25 in all other cities: 
upon the $100 valuation: Provided, That ia any city 
against which a judgment has been entered or which 
has an indebtedness, such additional levy may be 
made as is necessary for the gradual payment of such 
judgment or bonds. In cities of the first class addi- 
tional special taxes for common schools, sinking funds, 
pubhc parks, pohce or firemen's pension fund, etc., are 
allowed. For school districts the maximum rate is 67 
cents on $100. Firemen are exempt from city taxes 
on real and personal property to the extent of $500. 

Town trustees may levy and collect an annual tax not exceeding 
25 cents on the $100 valuation for improving the roads and streets. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are generally collected by the 
county treasurer in substantially the same manner as 
state and county taxes. In cities which are not county 
seats the city council may authorize the city treasurer 
to collect municipal taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities may levy a poll tax of not to exceed $1. 
Firemen are exempt. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Municipalities do not share in corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

Cities and towns may license pawnbrokers, per annum, $10 to 
$100; merchants and peddlers, same rate as county, and in addition 
thereto; liquor license, in addition to county license — 

Cities or incorporated towns, $50 to $500. 

They may also license auctions, hacks, drays, all tables, alleys, 
machines, devices, and places for sports or games kept for pay. 
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School Revenues. 

The state must levy a tax of 13.6 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation and 50 cents on polls. 

There shall be levied 2f cents per |100 of assessed 
valuation in the state for the use and benefit of state 
institutions of higher education. 

Townships, towns, and cities may levy a special tax 
for equipment, etc., not to exceed 50 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation, and $1 poll. 

The proceeds of the sale of public lands form a 
permanent school fund, the interest only being paid 
to the current school fund. 

Townships, towns, and cities may levy a tax not to 
exceed 50 cents per $100 of assessed valuation and 25 
cents on each taxable poll for a supplementary tuition 
fund to extend school terms. 

Cities haviag a population of over 6,000 may levy 
a tax of 1 cent per $100 of assessed valuation for free 
kindergarten schools. 

Cities of the first class may levy a tax not to exceed 
5 cents per $100 of assessed valuation for industrial 
or manual training schools. In cities of over 50,000 
and less than 100,000 population this tax is hmited to 
10 cents per $100. 

Townships, towns, and cities may levy a tax not to 
exceed 10 cents per $100 of assessed valuation for the 
support of schools for truants and incorrigibles. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The following inheritance tax law was passed. This was the 
most important enactment of the 1913 legislature. 

A tax is imposed upon the transfer of property within the state or 
of any interest therein or income therefrom, in the following cases: 

1. Transfer by will or intestate laws of this state of any intangible 
property or of tangible property within the state, from persons dying 
seized thereof while a resident of the state. 

2. Transfer of tangible property within the state when decedent 
was a nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

3. Whenever the property of a resident decedent or the property 
of a nonresident decedent within this state transferred by will is 
not specifically devised, such property shall, for the purpose of this 
aJticle, be deemed to be transferred proportionately to and divided 
pro rata among all the legatees named in the will. 

4. Transfer of property within the state made by a resident, or of 
tangible property within the state made by a nonresident, by deed, 
grant, bargain, sale, or gift, made in contemplation of death of the 
grantor, intended to take effect after such death. 

5. 'WTien any such person or corporation becomes beneficially 
entitled in possession or expectancy to any property or income 
therefrom by any such transfer, whether made before or after the 
passage of this act. 

6. "When any person or corporation shall exercise the power of 
appointment derived from any disposition of property made either 
before or after the passage of this act, such appointment when made, 
shall be deemed a transfer taxable under the provisions of this act 
in the same manner as though the property to which such appoint- 
ment relates belonged absolutely to the donee of such power and had 
been bequeathed or devised by such donee by will. 



7. The tax imposed hereby shall be upon the clear market value. 

Exemptions. — Any property devised or bequeathed for strictly 
county, town, or municipal purposes, or to the bishop, rector, 
pastor, trustee, board of trustees, or governing body of any educa- 
tional or religious institution who shall use the property so trans- 
ferred solely for religious, charitable, or educational purposes, 
within the state, and corporations of this state organized under its. 
laws solely for religious, charitable, or educational purposes, which 
shall use the property so transferred exclusively for the purposes of 
their organization within the state is exempt from this tax. 

When the property or any beneficial interest therein passes by 
any such transfer, where the amount of property exceeds in value 
the exemption hereinafter specified, and shall not exceed in value 
$25,000, the tax hereby imposed shall be: 

Passing to the husViand, wife, lineal issue, lineal ancestor of the 
decedent, or any child adopted as such in conformity wjth the laws 
of this state at least 10 years prior to such transfer, or any child to 
whom such decedent for not less than 10 years prior to such transfer 
stood in the mutually acknowledged relation of a parent, provided 
such relationship began at or before the child's fifteenth birthday, 
and was continuous for 10 years thereafter, or any lineal issue of 
such adopted or mutually acknowledged child, at the rate of 1 per 
cent of the clear market value thereof. Property of the clear 
market value of $10,000 transferred to the widow of decedent and 
of $2,000 transferred to each of the other persons described is 
exempt. 

Passing to a brother or sister or a descendant of a brother or sister 
of the decedent, the wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a 
daughter of the decedent, at the rate of 1^ per cent of the clear 
market value. Property of the clear market value of $500 passing 
to each of this class is exempt. 

Passing to the brother or sister of the father or mother or a de- 
scendant of a brother or sister of the father or mother of the dece- 
dent, at the rate of 3 per cent of the clear market value. Property 
of the clear market value of $250 passing to each of this class is 
exempt. 

Pas.sing to the brother or sister of the grandfather or grandmother 
or a descendant of the brother or sister of the grandfather or grand- 
mother of the decedent, at the rate of 4 per cent of the clear market 
value. Property of the clear market value of $150 passing to each 
of this class is exempt. 

Passing to a person in any other degree of collateral consanguinity 
than is hereinbefore stated, or to a stranger in blood, or a body 
pohtic or corporate, at the rate of 5 per cent of the clear market value. 
Property of the clear market value of $100- passing to each of this 
class is exempt. 

The foregoing rates are termed the primary rates. When the 
market value of such property or interest exceeds $25,000, the rates 
of the tax upon such excess shall be as follows: 

1. Upon all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, one and a half 
times the primary rates. 

2. Upon all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, two times the 
primary rates. 

3. Upon all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, two and a 
half times the primary rates. 

4. Upon all in excess of $500,000, three times the primary rates. 

The tax is a lien upon the property transferred, and the adminis- 
trators, executors, and trustees shall be personally liable for such 
tax until its payment. 

Ail taxes imposed by this act shall be due and payable at the time 
of the transfer. If such tax is paid within one year-from the accru- 
ing thereof, a discount of 5 per cent shall be allowed and deducted 
therefrom. If not paid within 18 months from the accruing thereof, 
interest at the rate of 10 per cent shall be charged and collected from 
the time said tax accrued, unless in the judgment of the court the 
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delay waa unavoidable, in which case interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent shall be charged from the accrual thereof until the cause of 
such delay is removed, after which 10 per cent shall be charged. 

All taxes levied and collected under this act, less any expenses 
of collection, shall be paid into the treasury of the state and shall be 
applicable to the expenses of the state government and to such 
other purposes as the legislature may by law direct. 



Further enactments were, that in cities of the first class a tax is to 
be levied annually of 1 mill for the purposes of the city board of 
health; money-lenders pay an annual license of $50; private de- 
tective firms or corporations pay an annual license of $150; indi- 
vidual private detectives, $100; the Ucense and registration of 
motor vehicles was changed so that the rate is from $5 to $20, accord- 
ing to horsepower. 



IOWA. 



Iowa depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal reve- 
nues. There is an inheritance tax, but no special cor- 
poration taxes, except on foreign insurance compa 
nies. Corporations generally are assessed by local 
assessors. A few are assessed on their property by 
the state executive council. Changes of late years 
have been from taxes on gross revenue to those on 
property. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
AETICLE m. 

Sec. 30. The general assembly shall not pass local or special laws 
for the assessment and collection of taxes for state, county, or road 
purposes. 

ARTICLE vm. 

Sec. 2. The property of all corporations for pecuniary profit shall 
be subject to taxation the same as that of individuals. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The township and city assessors, elected biennially, one in 
each township and city. 

(2) The township trustees and city councils, which act as boards 
of review. 

(3) The county boards of supervisors, which act as county boards 
of review and equalization. 

(4) The county treasurers, who are the tax collectors. 

(5) The state executive council, composed of the governor, sec- 
retary, auditor, and treasurer of state, which constitutes the state 
board of review, and acts as a state board of equalization, and also 
as an assessment board for certain classes of property. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base— 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^All real and- 
personal property not specifically exempt is subject to 
this tax. 

(1) and (2) There are no special definitions of real and personal 
property for purposes of taxation. Ferry franchises and toll bridges 
are defined as real estate. 

Mortgages are taxable, and no deduction is allowed on that 
account from the assessed value of the land. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Revenue Laws of the State of Iowa, compiled in pursuance of 
section 1369 of the Code, by B. F. Carroll, auditor of state. Dea 
Moines, B. Murphy, state printer, 1904. 

Revenue Laws of the State of Iowa, by John L. Bleakly, auditor 
of state. Des Moines, Emory H. English, state printer, 1909. 

The Code and its Supplements, and the Session Laws to 1913. 



Credits, moneys, annuities, bank notes, and shares of stock, ia 
corporations not otherwise taxed, are all taxable. 

Debts may be deducted from the total of moneys and credits. 

(3) The exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Ceme- 
teries, crematoriums, so long as no profits are derived therefrom, 
with land not to exceed 1 acre; fire engines, etc., with houses and 
grounds; grounds and buildings for public libraries,, for literary, 
scientific, charitable, benevolent, agricultural, and religious insti- 
tutions and societies, real estate owned by any educational institu- 
tion as a part of its endowment fund, not exceeding 160 acres, not 
leased or otherwise used with a view to pecuniary gain, together 
with books, papers and apparatus, and like property of students; 
personal property and investments of such institutions; farm prod- 
uce and wool of the harvest or shearing of previous year; all poultry, 
10 stands of beos, all swine and sheep under 6 months of age and all 
other domestic animals under 1 year; obligations for rent not yet 
due, in hands of original payees; private libraries and professional 
libraries up to $300; family pictures; household furniture to $300, 
and kitchen furniture; family beds and bedding; all wearing apparel 
in use; all food provided for the family; estates of persons who, by 
reason of- age or infirmity are unable to contribute; farming utensils 
of the farmer, the team, wagon, and harness of teamsters and dray- 
men, and tools of a mechanic, all up to $300; motor vehicles; mort- 
gages held by nonresidents; Government land entered and pur- 
chased, for the year in which entered; imless waiver thereof is 
voluntarily made, $1,200 of thepropertyof any honorably discharged 
Union soldier or sailor of the Mexican War, or of the War of th& 
Rebellion, or the widow thereof remaining unmarried; any portion 
of the capital of a bank which is invested in United States bonds; 
funds held by fraternal beneficiary associations. 

Until 1917 sugar mills manufacturing sugar from beets raised in 
Iowa, with machinery, tools, and appliances, and not to exceed 10 
acres of land are to be exempt. 

In the assessment of farm lands a reduction that is called an 
exemption is made from the valuation of the farms equal and 
proportionate to the area of roads adjacent to such lands. 

h. Assessment. — All property subject to taxation is 
required to be listed at its actual value, which is 
defined as "the value in the market in the ordinary 
course of trade." The property is then assessed for 
taxation at 25 per cent of such actual value except 
that: 

Moneys, credits and corporation shares or stocks, except as other- 
wise provided, cash, circulating notes of national banking associa- 
tions, and United States legal tender notes, and other notes, and 
certificates of the United States payable on demand, and circulating, 
or intended to circulate as currency, notes, including those secured 
by mortgage, accounts, contracts for cash or labor, bills of exchange, 
judgments, choses in action, liens of any kind, securities, debentures, 
bonds other than those of the United States, annuities, and corpora- 
tion shares or stocks not otherwise taxed in kind shall be entered 
and assessed at the actual value thereof and taxed upon the uniform 
basis throughout the state of five (5) mills on the dollar of actual 
valuation, same to be assessed and collected where the owner resides, 
and except that: 

State, savings, and national bank stock and loans, and trust com- 
pany stock and moneyed capital used in competition with bank 
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capital shall be listed at its actual value and shall be assessed and 
taxed upon the taxable value of 20 per cent of the actual value 
thereof. 

Shares of stock of national banks and state and savings banks, 
and loan and trust companies, located in this state, shall be assessed 
to the individual stockholders at the place where the bank or loan 
and trust company is located. At the time the assessment is made 
the officers of national banks and state and savings banks and loan 
and trust companies shall furnish the assessor with lists of all the 
stockholders and the number of shares owned by each, and the asses- 
sor shall list to each stockholder under the head of corporation 
stock the total value of such shares. In arriving at the total value 
of the shares of stock of such corporations, the amount of their cap- 
ital actually invested in real estate owned by them and in the shares 
of stock of corporations owning only the real estate (inclusive of 
leasehold interests, if any), on or in which the bank or trust com- 
pany is located, shall be deducted from the real value of such shares, 
and such real estate shall be assessed as other real estate, and the 
property of such corporation shall not be otherwise assessed. 

Real estate is listed only once every two years, in the odd year. 
In the even-numbered years the assessment roll is corrected by add- 
ing the value of the improvements made during the preceding 
year. Personal property is assessed annually. 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon the average 
amount of stock held during the year. 

Grain, ice, and coal dealers are assessed on the average amount 
of capital used. 

When corporations are taxed on their property, the shares of stock 
are exempt. The excess of the value of the capital stock over the 
value of the tangible property assessed is taxable to the company. 
Bank stock is assessed on the basis of capital, surplus, and undivided 
profits, less the value of real estate, which i^ assessed separately. 

Commission merchants, etc., having in their possession property 
of a foreigner for sale, are to be deemed the owners thereof for pur- 
pose of taxation. 

Real estate owned by corporations, returned in statements as 
part of their assets for purposes of taxation, is to be valued for such 
assessment as other real estate. 

The following items are assessed by the executive council: 

Telegraph and telephone companies, by the unit rule; the assess- 
ment so made is apportioned on a basis of mileage and taxed as 
other property. 

Raihoads — the right of way, roadbed, bridges, culverts, rolling 
stock, depots, station grounds, shops, buildings, gravel beds, and all 
other property used exclusively in the operation and maintenance 
of the railway; but not lands outside, nor the railway bridges across 
the Mississippi and Missoiui Rivers, nor grain elevators, which are 
assessed by the local assessors. In assessing such property the 
council takes into consideration the gross earnings, etc. , and proceeds 
generally upon the unit rule. The assessment so made is appor- 
tioned amcng the counties on a naileage basis. 

Railways report also the number of cars run by them but belonging 
to other companies, and these are similarly assessed by the executive 
council. 

Freight lines and equipment companies are assessed by the 
executive council on the cars necessarily used in their business 
in the state and are taxed at the average rate of state and local 
taxation. 

Lands, lots, and other real estate belonging to any railway com- 
pany, not used exclusively in the operation of the several roads, 
and to telegraph and telephone companies, and railway bridges 
across the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, and grain elevators are 
subject to assessment and taxation on the same basis as property of 
individuals in the several counties where situated. 

Express companies are assessed upon their property, including 
their shares of stock, by a unit rule, and this assessment is appor- 
tioned among the counties and townships on a mileage basis. 

The aggregate actual value of moneys and credits of private banks, 
after deducting amoimt of deposits and debts, and the aggregate 



actual value of bonds and stocks, are to be assessed at 25 per cent of 
such actual value, not including real estate. 

Shares of stock of corporations, except those not organized for pecu- 
niary profit, are to be assessed to the owners thereof at the, place where 
its principal business is transacted; the amount of capital actually 
invested in real estate owned by them is to be deducted from the real 
value of such shares and the real estate assessed as other real estate. 

Water and gas works, electric plants, and street railway property 
are assessed where same are located; the actual value of the capital 
stock over and above that of the listed property shall be assessed to 
the owner thereof. 

c. Equalization. — The township trustees act as a 
local board of review and adjust assessments between 
individuals; they also hear appeals. Appeals from 
their decisions lie to the district court. 

The board of supervisors of each county constitutes 
a county board of review and adjusts the assessments 
between the several townships, cities, and towns of the 
county. Appeals lie to the district court. 

The executive council acts as a state board of review 
and equalizes the assessments betweeij the several 
counties, adding to or deductiag from the valuation of 
each kiad or class of property, so as to make the assess- 
ments equal. 

2. Bate — 

The general assembly fixes the total amount to be 
raised for state purposes. The executive council an- 
nually determines the rate per cent on the valuation 
of the taxable property necessary to raise the amoimt 
fixed by the general assembly (for 1911 and 1912 ap- 
proximately $2,500,000). The rate so determined is 
levied by the county boards of supervisors. 

Special tax is to be levied annually for 5 years, beginning with year 
1912, of one-fifth mill for state college of agriculture and mechanic 
arts and one-tenth mill for benefit of state teachers' college. 

For maintenance and education of destitute orphans a tax of J 
TTiill may be assessed. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurers, and are 
payable at any time between the first Monday in Janu- 
ary and the 1st day of March; or one-half may be paid 
before March and the remaining haK before the 1st day 
of September. If at .least half is not paid before the 
1st day of April, the whole amount becomes delinquent 
as of March 1. In case the second installment is not 
paid before the 1st day of October, it becomes delin- 
quent as of the 1st day of September. Delinquent 
taxes draw interest at 1 per cent a month. 

Taxes are a lien on the property on which they are 
levied, and may be collected by distress and sale. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

O. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

AU property of whatsoever kind, and any interest in 
or income from such property which is, at the death of 
the decedent owner, within this state, or is, or, for the 
purpose of distribution, becomes subject to the juris- 
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diction of the coiirts of this state, or, which, in the case 
of a resident decedent, was situated outside the state 
at the time of death, except real estate located outside 
the state and passing in fee, which shall pass by wiU, 
statutes of inheritance, by deed, grant, sale, gift, or 
transfer made in contemplation of death intended to 
take effect in possession or enjoyment after the death 
of the grantor, shall pay a tax of 5 per cent, except that 
property passing to aliens, nonresidents of the United 
States, shall be subject to a tax of 20 per cent of its 
true value ; if foreign beneficiaries are brothers or sis- 
ters of the decedent owner, the tax shall be 10 per cent. 

Exceptions. — When estate does not exceed $1,000 
after deducting the debts of decedent defined by the 
statute; when property passes to husband or wife, 
father, mother, lineal descendant, adopted chUd, or the 
lineal descendant of an adopted child of decedent; 
when passing to educational and religious societies or 
institutions, public libraries and art galleries, to or for 
public hospitals not operated for gain; or to societies 
within the state organized for public charity; cemetery 
associations, bequests for the care and maintenance of 
the cemetery or burial lot of decedent and his family, 
and bequests not to exceed $500 to or for the perform- 
ance of a religious service for or in behalf of the dece- 
dent or any person named in the will of such decedent; 
when property passes to a municipal or political cor- 
poration within this state for purely public purposes. 

In each county the court appoints three resident 
freeholders annually to appraise the property subject 
to this tax and may also appoint special appraisers in 
any given case. 

The appraisement of estates in remainder or de- 
ferred interests are not made until the determination 
of the prior estate, except on request of the parties in 
interest to remove the lien thereon. 

The appraised value shall always be the market 
value in the ordinary course of trade. 

The taxable value of annuities, life or term, deferred 
or future estates, is computed at the rate of 4 per cent 
per annum of the appraised value of the property in 
which such estate or interest exists, or is founded. 

The tax is paid to the state treasurer by the execu- 
tors, and is a hen upon the estate untU paid. No dis- 
count is allowed for prompt payment, but, unless paid 
within 18 months, interest at the rate of 8 per cent is 
added from the death of the decedent. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

In general, corporations are taxed under the general 
property tax, but a few are assessed by a state board 
on part of their property. The following, however, 
are differently taxed: 

Insurance companies, other than fraternal, beneficiary, and 
county mutual companies, are taxed upon their annual gross re- 
ceipts (less return premiums in the case of fire companies) at the 
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following rates: Foreign companies incorporated or owned outside 
of the United States, 2i per cent; foreign companies, United States, 
2i per cent. Domestic fire insurance companies, 1 per cent of their 
premiums; other domestic insurance companies, 1 per cent in addi- 
tion to taxes on stock. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The statutes authorize the manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating Hquors upon the payment of a so-caUed 
mulct tax of $600 per annum, and provides that the 
revenues derived from this source shall be paid into 
the county treasury, one-half to be credited to the 
general county fund and the remainder to be paid over 
to the municipality in which the business taxed is 
located. 

A tax of $300 per aimum on the sale of cigarettes 
and on the maintenance of property used for immoral 
purposes is also provided for, to be distributed in the 
same maimer as the Hquor tax. 

Itinerant physicians, including osteopaths, $250 per annum; itin- 
erant vendors of drugs, $100 per annum; peddlers, per county, on 
foot, $25; 1-horse conveyance, $50; 2-hor8e conveyance, $75. 

For examination of physicians, $10; for reciprocity fee (registra- 
tion of certificate from another state), $50. 

For examination of pharmacists, $5; annual renewal of certificate, 
$1; registered pharmacists of other states, $10. 

For examination of dentists, $20; license for practitioners from 
another state, $25; certificate when going to another state, $5. 

For filing articles of incorporation, $25, and on each $1,000 over 
$10,000 capital, $1; increase of capital stock per $1,000, $1; a 
recording fee of 10 cents per 100 words, minimum recording fee, 
50 cents; amendments to articles of incorporation, if no increase 
of capital, $1; increasing capital, filing fee of $1 per $1,000. (The 
same fees are required of foreign corporations.) Farmers' mutual 
cooperative creamery associations conducted on a purely coop- 
erative plan, and corporations manufacturing sugar from beets 
grown in the state are exempt from the payment of these fees. 

All corporations, except banks and insurance companies, organ- 
ized for pecuniary profit are required to pay an annual fee of $1 
to the secretary of state. 

Certified copies of census reports, $2. 

In addition to the fee required for organization of domestic cor- 
porations, foreign corporations are required to pay to the secretary of 
state a fee of 10 cents per 100 words for recording the copy of incor- 
poration, and a filing fee of $25 upon $10,000 or less of assets within 
the state and $1 for each $1,000 in excess of $10,000. 

Registration fees for motor vehicles are as follows : $8 for machine 
of 20 horsepower or less; 40 cents per horsepower for each in addi- 
tion to 20 horsepower. After being licensed four years the fee shall 
be one-half the original fee. Electric motor vehicle, $15. Motor 
cycle or bicycle, $3; duplicate registration fee, $1 for motor vehicle. 
Change of ownership, $1. Dealers ' numbers, $15. Eighty-five per 
cent of such money to be apportioned among the counties. The 
fees are in lieu of all taxes, general and local. 

Insurance company fees: For filing application, etc., domestic 
companies, $10, foreign companies, $25; for permission to foreign 
companies, $2; for filing annual statement, etc., domestic com- 
panies, $3, foreign companies, $20; for certificate of authority to 
agent, domestic companies, 50 cents, foreign companies, $2. 

Farmers' institutes: Filing and examination of first application 
of any company and articles of incorporation, and issuing permis- 
sion to do business, $10; filing application of foreign company, 
$25; permission of foreign company, $2; annual statement of foreign 
company, $2; agent of foreign company, $2; agent of domestic 
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company, 50 cents; copy of papers, 25 cents per folio; affixing seal, 
$1; certificate for publication of foreign company, 50 cents. Mu- 
tual, fire, tornado, and hailstorm assessment insurance associations 
pay tlie same fees for annual reports and annual certificates of 
authority. 

Examination of banks: Paid-up capital $25,000, fee $15; $25,000 
to $50,000, $25; $50,000 to $100,000, $35; $100,000 to $150,000, $40; 
over $150,000, $50. 

Associations, corporations, etc., except building and loan associa- 
tions and insurance companies, and associations which issue stock 
on the partial payment or installment plan shall pay to the auditor 
of state for certificate of authority to do business, $25; for each annual 
renewal, $10, and the same fee for examination as is paid by insur- 
ance companies. 

Examination of stallions, jacks, and pedigreed or registered 
stock, $1; certificate of transfer, 50 cents. 

Fishing license in state boundary rivers: 500 feet of seine, $10; 
for each pound net having more than 100 feet lead on each side, 
$4; for each pound net having less than 100 feet lead on each side, 
$1; baitnet, dip net, etc., 50 cents; SOOlinealfeetof trammel net, $5. 

Registered nurse; Application for examination, $5; if successful, 
an additional fee of $1 for license ; license fee of $10 for one registered 
in another state. 

Maternity hospital: Permit to conduct, $25; inspection of busi- 
ness, $5. 

Osteopathy: Examination, $10; registration, 50 cents. 

Board of optometry examiners: Examination, $15; fee of exemp- 
tion, $10. 

Inspection of hotels: Twenty rooms or less, $4; over twenty 
rooms, $8 annually. 

Embalming: Examination, $5; license, $1; renewal annually, $1; 
embalmer registered in another state, which state has similar require- 
ments for qualifications, and recognizes the license of this state as 
sufficient qualification to practice, license, $10; local registration 
also required. 

Veterinary, medicine, surgery, and dentistry: Examination, $15; 
registration fee, $5. 

State license to sell milk in any municipal corporation other than 
for manufacturing use, $1. License fee to operate milk tester, $2.50. 

School teachers' certificate, $2; diploma, $5; renewal certificate 
of specified classes, $5 for life certificate. 

For aid and support of an institute for training of teachers for 
rural schools a fee of $1 is to be paid for graduation. 

Teachers' certificate for county high school: Examination fee, 
$1; registration fee, $1. 

Inspection of passenger boats on inland waters: Sailboat, $1; 
steamboats, 20 passengers or less, $5; more than 20 passengers, $10; 
license of pilot or engineer, $3. 

Inspection of nursery stock, not less than $5 and not more than 
$15, according to amount inspected. 

Examination of mine inspector, $2; certificate, $2. 

Fee of 10 cents per bairel to be collected by petroleum inspector 
and paid to secretary of state. 

License to hunt: For resident, $1; nonresident, $10. 

Fees in settlement of estates: Estate valued at $3,000 or less, $3; 
between $3,000 and $5,000, $5; $5,000 and $7,000, $8; $7,000 and 
$10,000, $10; $10,000 and $25,000, $15. For each additional $25,000 
or major fraction, the further sum of $10. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Iowa. 

County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

The property included and the raethod of assessment 
and of equalization are substantially the same for 
county as for state taxation. 



2. Rate— 

The county boards of supervisors fix the rates for 
the several purposes. For ordinary county revenue 
the rate is limited to not more than 6 mills in counties 
having a population of less than 20,000; ia others not 
more than 4 mills, unless by popular vote, in which 
case it is not to exceed 6 mills. 

Other levies authorized are : 

For the support of common schools, not less than 1 nor more than 
3 mills; for bridges, not more than 5 mills (to be levied on property 
outside of cities of the first class) ; for relief of United States soldiers, 
sailors, or marines, 1 mill; for establishment of county hospital, 2 
mills; for grading and building roads outside cities or incorporated 
towns, not to exceed 2 mills; for court expense fund, not to exceed 
3 mills; and for support of poor, 2 mills. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected in substantially the same 
manner as are state taxes. 

The board of supervisors has power to remit the 
taxes in whole or in part for property destroyed by fire, 
tornado, or other casualty provided the losses are not 
covered by insurance and that such property has not 
been sold for taxes or the taxes have not been dehn- 
quent for 30 days. 

When taxes have become delinquent and the owner 
of the property has moved into another county, leaving 
no property behind, out of which such taxes may be 
made, the amount of taxes due is certified to the treas- 
urer of the county in which the owner resides or has 
property, and is collected in the same manner as other 
taxes with an additional penalty of 20 per cent. The 
taxes so collected are remitted to the original county 
of levy, but the 20 per cent penalty is retained by 
the county collecting it. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is a county poll tax of 50 cents on each male 
resident over 21 years of age. 

C. AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no county inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquors is 
regulated under what is known as the " mulct tax " law, 
by the terms of which $600 is collected annually from 
all dealers in intoxicating liquors. The receipts are 
apportioned equally between the county and munici- 
pality within which the place of business is located. 

There is also a tax of $300 per annum on the sale 
of cigarettes and on the maintenance of property used 
for immoral purposes, the receipts being distributed 
in the same way as those from the liquor tax. 

Peddlers oustide of a city or incorporated town pay the following 
annual license fees: On foot, $25; each 1-horse conveyance, $50; 
each 2-horse conveyance, $75, not to apply to persons selling at 
wholesale to merchants, nor to transient vendors of drugs, nor to 
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persons running a huckster's wagon, or selling and distributing fresh 
meats, fish, fruit, or vegetables, nor to persons selliag their own work 
or production either by themselves or employees; circuses and 
traveling shows, for each place outside the Ihnits of a city or town, 
not to exceed $100; dog tax, $1 for each male and spayed female; |3 
for each female. 

Eegistering name of farm and description of the lands to which 
such name applies, |1. Cancellation of name, fee, 25 cents. 

MXJNICIPAL KeVENUES. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of equaHza- 
tion are the same as for state and county taxes. 

Cities are assessment areas exckided from the town- 
ship and county assessment areas, but are, practi- 
cally, districts coordinate with townships. They pro- 
vide their own assessors, whose duties are substantially 
the same as those of township assessors, and they may 
or may not use the assessment employed for state and 
county taxation. 

2. Rate— 

Fixed by the city council, but limited by statute as 
to maximum rate. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected by the county treas- 
urer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities and towns have power to provide that all 
able-bodied male residents between the ages of 21 and 
45 years shall, by themselves or by substitutes, per- 
form two days' labor of eight hours each upon the 
streets, avenujs, alleys, highways, or public grounds, 
commutable at not over $1.50 per day. For failure 
either to perform the work or to make such commuta- 
tion payment, a penalty not to exceed $2 per day, or 
$4, may be required. 

In road districts the supervisor is to require two 
days' labor on the roads of all able-bodied males be- 
tween 21 and 45 years of age. The penalty for failure 
to work is $3 per day. Members of the Iowa National 
Guard and of fire companies are exempt from these 
taxes. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

Municipalities do not participate in the inheritance 
tax and have no special taxes on corporations. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

■ (See under County Revenues for provisions relating 
to tax on the sale of intoxicating liquors, of cigarettes, 
and the keeping of houses of iU fame.) 

Cities generally have power to license and tax hotels, restaurants 
and eating houses, auctioneers, peddlers, plumbers, billposters, 
itinerant doctors, junk dealers, scavengers, pawnbrokers, billiard 
saloons, biUiard and pool tables, bowling alleys and shooting 
galleries, circuses, menageries, theaters, and shows. 



School Revenues. 

State funds. — There are two state school funds, the 
permanent and temporary. The permanent fund, the 
iaterest of which only can be appropriated for school 
purposes, consists of 5 per cent of the net proceeds of 
the sale of pubUc lands of the state, which is paid to 
the state treasurer and apportioned by the state auditor 
among the several counties, taking into consideration 
the amount of the permanent school fund in possession 
of and constantly loaned by the counties; the proceeds 
of the sale of 500,000 acres of land granted the state 
by an act of Congress in 1841 ; the proceeds of all in- 
testate estates escheated to the state, and the proceeds 
of the sale of the sixteenth section in each township^ 
The proceeds of all land sold and all sums due from 
escheats are payable to the treasurer of the county in 
which the lands or escheated estates are situated. The 
temporary fund, which is received and appropriated 
in the same maimer as the income from the permanent 
fund, consists of fines, forfeitures, and the proceeds of 
the sale of lost goods and estrays. 

The state school moneys are distributed to the dis- 
tricts in proportion to the number of youths between 
the ages of 5 and 21 years. 

County funds. — Under statutory proAnsions the 
county is required to levy a tax of not less than 1 nor 
more than 3 mills for the support of the common schools. 
The county may make an additional levy of not to 
exceed 2 mills for the support of county high schools. 

District funds. — The remainder of the school reve- 
nues are raised by taxation in township school districts 
and in subdistricts. The amount to be raised is de- 
termined by the school board or by vote of the district 
and is levied by the county supervisors. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

For extension and improvement of state capitol grounds a special 
tax of one-haU mill for the years 1913 and 1914, and for eight 
successive years thereafter there shall be a levy, to be fixed by the 
executive council, to yield $150,000 annually. 

A special tax of one-half mill annually for five years shall be 
levied for state institutions; counties may levy an additional tax of 
1 mill in case of a county hospital. 

Any temporary or transient merchant shall pay a county hcense 
fee of $200. 

All cities having a population of 5,000 or more may levy a special 
tax of not to exceed IJ mills per annum for fire-department purposes. 

Library tax increased from 3 to 5 mills in all cities and incor- 
porated towns. 

The board of directors of any school corporation in which there 
is no free pubhc library may contract with any free public hbrary 
for free use of such hbrary by residents of such school district, and 
may levy an annual tax not to exceed 1 mill for such purpose. 

A tax of not exceeding 2 mills may be levied by municipalities 
for the purpose of creating a fund for construction, etc., of public 
docks, this tax to be augmented by certain toll fees. 

The rate of tax for park purposes was raised from 2 to 2^ mills 
and the time for assessing the 1 mill tax for park improvements was 
extended to 1918. 

A tax not to exceed 2 mills may be levied in cities for purpose 
of improvements along river front. 
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Cities of 5,000 or less may levy a tax not to exceed 7 mills for the 
purpose of supplying gas or electricity or power. 

A special tax of 1 mill may be levied by cities of the first class or 
with special charter, having a population of 25,000 or over, for a 
department of public safety. 

Cities of the first class, or with special charter, having a popula- 
tion of 80,000 or more may levy a special tax of 1 mill for construc- 
tion, etc., of a garbage-disposs.l plant. 

Registration fee of $5 for highway routes. 

Investment companies — fiUng fee, $10; annual statement, $2; 
examination fee, $6 per day. Stock brokers, annual permit, $50 

Department of insurance created. 

A tax not to exceed 5 per cent on assessed value of real property 
contiguous to any projected trolley or electric railroad, or to any 
steam railroad which it is proposed to electrify, may be levied to 
aid in construction thereof. 

License fee of $25 to be paid to state dairy and food commission 
to conduct a cold-storage and refrigerating warehouse. 

License fee of $3 per annum to be paid to state dairy and food 
commissioner to conduct any food-producing establishment. 

License of $20 per annum for each brand of fertilizer offered for 
sale within the state to be paid to the state dairy and food com- 
missioner. 

License fee of $25 per annum for permit to sell or offer for sale any 
hog cholera serum to be paid to the state board of education for the 
benefit of the hog cholera serum fund. 

A tax of not to exceed 2 mills may be levied in school districts 
containing or contained in cities of the first or second class, cities 



under special charter, or cities under the commission plan, if so 
voted, for public recreation and playgrounds. 

Dairy and food commissioner is paid a fee of $5 for inspecting 
scales, and an annual fee of $3 for each weighing device operated. 
Not more than two inspection fees may be charged in any one year. 

The following amendment to the state constitution was proposed: 
To add as section thirty-nine (39) of article three (III) of said con- 
stitution the following, to-wit — 

Sec. 39. For the purpose of providing revenue for state purposes, 
the general assembly may provide for the exclusive taxation of 
such classes of property as it may deem proper. When any class 
of property is exclusively taxed for state revenue purposes, _ such 
class shall not be otherwise taxed for general county, township, or 
municipal purposes. 

Provision was made for the formation of county corporations for 
the improvement of agriculture, animal industry, and horticulture, 
and a yearly tax of not to exceed $5,000 may be levied by the 
county for advancing those sciences and arts. 

A state highway commission was provided for to devise and 
adopt plans of highway construction and maintenance suited to 
the needs of the different counties of the state, and furnish standard 
plans to the counties in accordance therewith; also to have general 
supervision of the varioi,is county and township officers in the per- 
formance of their duties in connection therewith. The tax levy 
for the county road building fxmd was fixed at 2 mills instead of 
"not more" than 2 mills. 

All grounds and buildings used for cemetery associations and 
societies were added to the property exempt from taxation. 



KANSAS. 



Kansas depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal reve- 
nues. The poll tax is for local road purposes only. 
An inheritance tax was provided for in 1909. There 
is a special corporation tax on certain insurance com- 
panies, and an excise tax on express companies. 

Beginning in 1908 the administration of the revenue 
laws was placed under the absolute control of a central 
authority, the state tax commission. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide for a uniform and equal rate 
of assessment and taxation; but all property used exclusively for 
state, county, municipal, literary, educational, scientific, religious, 
benevolent, and charitable purposes, and personal property to the 
amount of at least $200 for each family, shall be exempted from 
taxation. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for taxing the notes and bills, 
discounted or purchased, moneys loaned, and other property, effects, 
or dues of every description (without deduction) of all banks now 
existing, or hereafter to be created, and of all bankers, so that all 
property employed in banking shall always bear a burden of taxa- 
tion equal to that imposed upon the property of individuals. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide, at each regular session, for 
raising suflBcient revenue to defray the current expenses of the state 
for two years. 

Sec. 4. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law which 
shall distinctly state the object of the same; to which object only, 
such tax shall be appUed. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following^ sources: 
"Laws relating to Assessment and Taxation in Kansas." Com- 
piled by the tax commission, August, 1913. 
The General Statutes of Kansas, 1909. 
The Session Laws, to 1913. 



Sec. 5. (Provides for public debts and an annual tax to pay the 
interest and principal.) 

ARTICLE VI. 

Sec. 3. The proceeds of all lands that have been or may be 
granted by the United States to the state for the support of schools, 
and the 500,000 acres of land granted to the new states under an act 
of Congress distributing the proceeds of public lands among the sev- 
eral states of the Union, approved September 4, A. D. 1841, and all 
estates of persons dying without heir or will, and such per cent as 
may be granted by Congress on the sale of lands in this state, shall 
be the common property of the state, and shall be a perpetual school 
fund, which shall not be diminished, but the interest of which, to- 
gether with all the rents of the lands, and such other means as the 
legislature may provide, by tax or otherwise, shall be inviolably 
appropriated to the support of common schools. 

Sec. 7. (Provides for taxation to support the state university.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, elected for two years. In counties of less 
than 12,000 inhabitants the county clerk is ex officio county as- 
sessor. The county assessor appoints his deputies with the consent 
of the county commissioners. He is to appoint the township trus- 
tee of each township as a deputy assessor. In cities of the first 
and second class the county assessor, with the consent of the mayor 
and city council, appoints a sufficient number of deputies to assess 
the property in such city. 

(2) The county treasurer, elected for two years, who collects 
all taxes. 

(3) The county board of equalization, composed of the board of 
county commissioners. 

(4) Board of review in each district, composed of the deputy asses- 
sor and two taxpayers of such district. This board meets bienni- 
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ally in the even years for the equalization of property in the 
district. 

(5) The state auditor. 

(6) The state tax commission, composed of three commissioners 
appointed by the governor for a term of four years. The tax com- 
mission has general supervision over the assessment and collection 
of taxes and acts as a board of assessments for railroad property. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^All property 
in the state, real and personal, not expressly exempt, 
is subject to taxation. 

(1) Keal property, besides the land and improvements, includes 
mines, minerals, quarries, mineral springs and wells, and rights 
and privileges appertaining thereto; but certain real estate of rail- 
roads is treated as personal property. 

(2) Personal property includes every tangible thing subject to 
ownership not forming part of real estate; also the capital stock, 
undivided profits, and all other assets of every company, incorpo- 
rated or unincorporated, and every share or interest in such stock, 
profit, or assets, provided the same is not included in other personal 
property subject to taxation or listed as the property of individuals; 
and also every share or interest in any vessel or boat used in navi- 
gating any of the waters within or bordering on this state, whether 
such vessel or boat shall be within the jiurisdiction of the state or 
elsewhere; and also all "property" owned, leased, used, occupied, 
or employed by any railway or telegraph company or corporation 
within the state, situate on the right of way of any railway. 

(3) Exemptions include, in addition to all public property, 
churches and schoolhouses, together with lands not in excess of 10 
acres, if not used for profit, together with furniture and books; par- 
sonages and not exceeding one-half acre of ground; buildings and 
grounds not in excess of 5 acres, together with books, furnishings, 
etc., of literary, educational, scientific, religious, benevolent or 
charitable associations; cemeteries; property of the Y. M. C. A. 
and Y. W. C. A., if used exclusively for the moral improvement of 
men and women; the moneys and credits of universities, colleges, 
academies, or public schools, or of religious, literary, scientific, or 
benevolent and charitable institutions; fire apparatus and buildings 
therefor; wearing apparel of every person; public libraries; family 
libraries and schoolbooks up to $50; the meeting hall and not to 
exceed one-half acre of land, with books, furnishings and the like 
of any post of the Grand Army of the Bepublic; reserve and emer- 
gency funds of fraternal beneficiary societies; and the buildings 
and one-half acre of land used exclusively by college societies as 
literary halls or dormitories. 

State, county, city, school district and municipal bonds of the 
state of Kansas need not be listed for taxation. 

b. Assessment. — ^There is but one assessment for 
state, county, and municipal purposes. The assess- 
ment is begun by the local assessors and completed or 
assembled by the county clerk and refers to the 1st 
day of March. 

With the exception of property in cities of the first 
and second class, which may be assessed annually, 
real property and improvements are assessed once in 
two years, in the even numbered years. In the odd 
numbered years the assessment is changed to meet the 
changes in improvements. Personal property is 
assessed annually. 

Every person of full age and sound mind is required 
to furnish the assessor a sworn list of aU his property 



and of all property held by him in trust, including the 
value, which, however, is not binding on the assessor, 
who is to determine the true value in money from 
actual view and inspection. Failing to submit a sworn 
statement, except in case of sickness or absence, or 
submittiag a false statement, constitutes a misde- 
meanor, punishable by a fine of not less than $50 nor 
more than $5,000. It is further provided that the 
assessment of such persons as is returned by the assessor 
shall be increased 50 per cent. Refusal to be sworn 
or to answer questions is punishable by a fine of not 
over $1,000 nor less than $100. In the case of rail- 
roads the penalty is $1,000; in that of telegraph, tele- 
phone, and pipe-line companies, it is $500 and $100 
per day after March 20; and in the case of express 
companies, $500 and $100 per day after May 31. 

Corporations in general are assessed as are natural persons, except 
that railroads, including street railroads, electric lines, express 
companies, telegraph and telephone and oil or gas pipe Unes 
operated in more than one county, are assessed annually by 
the state tax commission on the basis of a detailed statement as to 
amoimt, kind and value of property, fm-nished by the companies, 
and the assessment so made is apportioned to the counties, cities, 
and townships in which the property lies, on an average valuation 
per mile. The assessment by the state tax commission covers only 
the property necessarily used by these companies in their daily 
operations, other property being assessed by the local assessors. 
The property of telephone companies and of companies operating 
oil or gas pipe Unes in one county only, is assessed by the loca] 
assessor. 

Car companies, when incorporated, are assessed on the actual 
value of their capital stock; when not incorporated, on the value of 
their property, on the basis of reports furnished to the tax com- 
mission. If no report is furnished, the state tax commission assesses 
them to the best of its ability, adding thereto 50 per cent as a 
penalty. If the tax is not paid by December 20, 10 per cent is 
added; all of this tax is paid into the state treasury for state purposes. 

Shares of stock in banks, banking associations, loan and investment 
companies, and mutual fire and life insurance companies are listed 
for taxation by the officials of the company and are taxable in the 
city or township where the institutions are located. Real estate 
owned by such companies is assessed where located and the value 
thereof deducted from the capital stock assessed as above. 

Shares of stock in bmlding and loan associations owning shares of 
permanent or fixed capital stock, are assessed to the shareholders 
in the city or town where the company is located, less any real 
estate assessed to the company. Building and loan associations, 
without permanent or fixed capital stock, are assessed upon their 
real and personal property and the siuplus in excess of the cash 
surrender value of outstanding shares. Persons holding such shares 
are assessed thereon upon the surrender cash value less any indebt- 
edness for which the shares are security. 

The shares of stock in corporations are generally not listed by the 
shareholders; but the companies, except as otherwise stated, are 
required to list their capital stock and the excess thereof over 
property otherwise taxed is taxable to the company at the place 
where the principal oflice is kept. 

Mineral rights are assessed separately from the land when the 
ownership vests in a person other than the ovmer of the land. 

Mortgages are assessed as other property. 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon their average 
monthly holdings during the year and are required to declare ^■alues 
only. 

Debts owing in good faith may be deducted from gross amount of 
credits. 
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c. Equalization. — The state tax commission, which 
constitutes a state board, of equahzatioh, equalizes 
assessments between persons, firms, or corporations 
of the same assessment districts, between cities and 
townships of the same county, and between different 
coimties of the state and the property assessed by the 
commission. The valuations fixed by the state tax 
commission must be used as the basis of local taxes. 
The coimty board of equahzation equaUzes the assess- 
ment of real property in each county. Appeal Ues 
from the county board of equahzation to the state 
board of equahzation. 

At least once in two years the state tax commission 
calls the county assessors together for conference and 
instruction with a view to securing greater equality. 

2. Bate— 

The state tax commission determines the rate of 
taxation for state purposes. In 1912 this rate was 1.2 
mills on each dollar of valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for state purposes, as weU as township and 
county taxes, are collected by the county treasurers. 
Taxes become a hen on the property on November 1 in 
each year. They may be paid in two instalments, 
one-half on or before December 20 and one-half on or 
before June 20, but if the first instalment is not paid 
when due, the whole tax becomes delinquent and may 
be collected at once, together with a penalty of 5 per 
cent on the first instalment. AU taxes dehnquent 
after June 20 involve an additional penalty of 5 per 
cent, but if a taxpayer pays both instalments in 
December, he receives a rebate of 5 per cent on the 
second instalment. Dehnquent taxes are cohected 
by the sheriff by seizure and sale of property. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no state poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property withia the jurisdiction of the state, 
whether belonging to inhabitants of the state or not, 
which shall pass by will or by the laws regulating 
intestate succession or by deed or grant, or gift, made 
in contemplation of death, or made to take effect in 
possession or enjoyment after death of the grantor, 
to any person, except in case of a purchase for full 
consideration; and except property to or for hterary, 
educational, scientific, religious, benevolent and chari- 
table societies; provided, such use entitles the prop- 
erty so passing to be exempt from taxation; and ex- 
cept property to or for use of the state, county, or 
a municipahty for public purposes; and except prop- 
erty to or for the use of a class herein designated as 
class A, being the husband, wife, hneal ancestor, 
lineal descendant, adopted child, the lineal descendant 
of an adopted child, the wife or widow of a son or the 
husband of a daughter of a decedent; and except 



property to or for the use of a class herein designated 
as class B, being the brother, sister, nephew, or niece 
of a decedent; not to exceed $25,000 shall be 
subject to a tax of 5 per cent of its value; and all 
such property which shall so pass in excess of $25,000 
and not more than $50,000 shall be subject to a tax 
of 7i per cent of its value; and aU such property 
which shall so pass in excess of $50,000 and not to 
exceed $100,000 shall be subject to a tax of 10 per 
cent of its value ; and all such property which shall so 
pass in excess of $100,000 and not to exceed $500,000 
shall be subject to a tax of 12J per cent of its value; 
and all such property which shall so pass in excess of 
$500,000 shall be subject to a tax of 15 per cent of its 
value; and all such property which shall so pass to or 
for the use of a member of class A not to exceed 
$25,000 shall be subject to a tax of 1 per cent of its 
value; and all property which shall so pass to or for 
the use of a member of class A in excess of $25,000 and 
not to exceed $50,000 shall be subject to a tax of 2 
per cent of its value; and aU such property which 
shall so pass to or for the use of a member of class A in 
excess of $50,000 and not to exceed $100,000 shall be 
subject to a tax of 3 per cent of its value; and all 
such property which shall so pass to or for the use of a 
member of class A in excess of $100,000 and not to 
exceed $500,000 shall be subject to a tax of 4 per cent 
of its value; and aU such property which shall so 
pass to or for a member of class A in excess of $500,000 
shall be subject to a tax of 5 per cent of its value; and 
all such property which shall so pass to or for the use 
of a member of class B not to exceed $25,000 shall be 
subject to a tax of 3 per cent of its value; and all such 
property which shall so pass to or for the use of a mem- 
ber of class B in excess of $25,000 and not to exceed 
$50,000 shall be subject to a tax of 5 per cent of its 
value; and all such property which shall so pass to or 
for the use of a member of class B in excess of $50,000 
and not to exceed $100,000 shall be taxed 7| per cent 
of its value ; and all such property which shall so pass 
to or for the use of a member of class B in excess of 
$100,000 and not to exceed $500,000 shall be subject 
to a tax of 10 per cent of its value; and all such 
property which shall so pass to or for the use of a 
member of class B in excess of $500,000 shall be sub- 
ject to a tax of 12^ per cent of its value; provided, 
that no bequest, devise, or distributive share of an 
estate which shall so pass to or for the use of a husband, 
wife, father, mother, child, or adopted child of the 
deceased, shall be subject to the provisions of this act, 
unless its value exceeds $5,000; and provided further, 
that no bequest, devise, or distributive share which 
shall so pass to or for the use of a brother, sister, 
nephew, or niece of the deceased shall be subject to the 
provisions of this act unless its value exceeds $1,000, 
The tax is a lien upon the estate until paid and is 
imposed on the actual value of the property at the 
time of the death of the decedent. 
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If taxes are not paid when due, at the expiration of 
one year, interest at the legal rate shall be charged. 
No discount is allowed for prompt payment. 

The tax commission shall determine the amount of 
tax due upon any estate and shall certify the amount 
to the probate court and to the county treasurer and 
to the person by whom tax is payable; tax is payable 
to the county treasurer of the county in which is 
situated the probate court having jurisdiction of the 
estate, who turns the same over to the state treasurer 
for use of the general revenue fund, after certain fees 
for collecting are taken out. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Express companies pay an excise tax of 4 per cent of their gross 
receipts for business done within the state. There is a penalty of 20 
per cent if not paid during the month of December. This tax is in 
addition to the taxes on tangible property and accrues to the state 
treasury. 

All insurance companies organized under the laws of another state 
pay 2 per cent on gross premiums collected in this state. 

All insurance companies organized under the laws of a foreign 
country pay 4 per cent on gross premiums collected in the state. 

Every insurance company, domestic or foreign, doing business 
in this state, pays an annual tax of $50 into the state treasury for 
the general school fund. 

K. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Insurance agent's license' — mutual hail, 50 cents; foreign fire, $10; 
foreign burial, $5; all others, $2. License to sell fertilizer, $20 tor 
each brand (credited to agricultural fund). Hunter's license — 
resident, $1; nonresident, $15. Employment agencies — cities less 
than 20,000 inhabitants, $10; cities of 20,000 and over, $25. Ex- 
soldiers and sailors are allowed to peddle without a license. 

Stallions.- — License fee of $2 paid to state live stock registry board 
for expense of said board. Annual report is made to the governor. 

Certificate of authority, foreign burial insurance company, $150; 
foreign hail insurance company, $55; mutual hail insinrance, $10; 
joint-stock life insurance company, $100; domestic burial insurance 
company, $25; mutual life insurance company, $100. Annual 
statement, foreign hail insurance, $50; mutual hail insurance, $10; 
joint-stock life insurance, $100; domestic burial, $10; foreign 
burial, $50. All other companies — For certificate of authority, $55; 
filing annual statement, $50. 

Embalmers — License to practice, $10; annual renewal, $2. 
Veterinary surgery — Certificate, $10. To practice dentistry— Ex- 
amination fee, $25. Optometry — Certificate, $5; annual renewal, $2. 
Medicine, surgery, osteopathy — Certificate to practice, $2; fee for 
examinations, not to exceed $15; examination of diplomas or cer- 
tificates from another state, not to exceed $10, paid to state treasurer. 
To manufacture fertilizer — Registration, $25. All corporations — 
Application fee, $25; filing and recording fee, $2.50. Corporations, 
domestic or foreign, filing articles of incorporation or authority to 
do business pay capitalization fee as follows: Authorized capital 
of $100,000 or less, one-tenth of 1 per cent, minimum amount, $10; 
authorized capital of more than $100,000, $100, and one-twentieth 
of 1 per cent of capital in excess of $100,000; filing annual state- 
ment, $1. 

Banks pay a graduated fee for examination by the bank commis- 
sioner. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Kansas. 



County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a and &. The property included and exempt, and (he 
assessment. — The property included and exempt and 
the method of assessment and equalization are the 
same for the county as for the state. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equaUzation 
equaHzes the assessment of real property in each 
county, but appeal Hes to state board of equaUzation. 

2. Rate— 

The county commissioners determine the amount 
of money to be raised annually for county purposes, 
and the county clerk computes the rate on each $100 
of assessed valuation necessary to raise the amount, 
subject, however, to the following limitations: 

For general purposes. — Graduated according to assessed valua- 
tion, from a levy of 2J mills on the dollar when the assessed valua- 
tion is $10,000,000 or less, to a levy of 1^^ mills in counties having 
an assessed valuation of over $100,000,000. 

For road purposes. — Counties may vote to adopt a law granting 
the privilege to levy a tax of not more than 1 mill on the dollar on 
all taxable property in the county for five years. In incorporated 
cities of over 2,000 inhabitants the tax may be paid in labor at the 
rate of $1.50 per day. 

For improvement of roads. — Four-tenths of 1 mill on the dollar of 
all taxable property in county; this levy to be credited to town- 
ship from which it came. 

School purposes. — Levy not to exceed 4| mills on the dollar, on 
all taxable property in county. 

In counties having a valuation less than $30,000,000, a tax of six- 
tenths of 1 mill may be levied for support of high schools. 

These rates may be exceeded when so voted by the people. 
Drainage taxes may be levied against persons whose property is 
benefited thereby. 

3 . Collection — 

County taxes are collected, as are state and town- 
ship taxes, by the county treasurer. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 
TAXES. 

The counties levy no poll tax, there is no inheritance 
tax, and they receive no part directly of the special 
corporation taxes which are assessed against insurance 
companies, nor of the excise tax on express companies. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Ferry license rates, fixed by county commissioners, $10 to $500. 

Druggists who sell spirits for medicinal, scientific, or mechanical 
purposes pay an annual fee of $5. Itinerant vendors, $50 per 
annum. 

For the purpose of creating a fund for the payment of expenses 
of officers of the artesian well board a license fee for each well which 
does not flow but which is used for irrigation purposes by mechani- 
cal means, $2.50 per year; for each well pumped or flowing used for 
domestic purposes, $2.50 per year. 

For each artesian well used for irrigation an equitable sum to be 
levied by the board of artesian well commissioners, based upon the 
amount of flow determined from measurements taken. 

For each reservoir used for irrigation, $2.50 per year. 
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Upon the report of measurements by the supervisor the well 
board sets the rate, and the amount levied against each owner shall 
be placed on the tax rolls of the county and shall be collected the 
same as other taxes are collected. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general peopeety taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and exempt and the assess- 
ment and equalization are the same as for state and 
coimty purposes. 

2. Bate— 

The rate is fixed within certain statutory limitations, 
by the mayor and councilmen or commissioners in 
cities, by the trustees in townships (with the concur- 
rence of the county commissioners), or in cities which 
constitute school districts, and in school districts by 
the boards of education and school boards. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected by the county treasurer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

In townships, all males between the ages of 21 and 
50 years, who have resided in the state 30 days, shall 
pay the sum of $3 to township highway commissioners 
for the benefit of the pubhc roads in the township. 
The highway commissioners may compel all such male 
persons to perform two days' work of eight hours each, 
or one day with team, in heu of the above tax. 

Cities of the first class are road districts, and the 
same provisions apply in general, except that the day 
is ten hours and the tax is collected by the street com- 
missioners. 

Cities of the second and third classes may levy a poll 
tax, not exceeding $1, on all able-bodied males be- 
tween 21 and 50 years of age. 

C. THE INHEEITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Insurance companies, organized under the laws of other states, 
pay 2 per cent on premiums received in incorporated cities, which 
maintain a regularly organized fire department under the control 
of the mayor and council. This tax is paid to the superintendent 
of insurance, and is by him- paid to the firemen's relief associations 
of the several cities in which collected . 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

In cities of the first class the mayor and councilmen 
have power to license and tax callings, trades, pro- 
fessions, and occupations practiced within the city 
limits. They may also tax the owners and harborers 
of dogs. 

Billiard and pool tables and bowling alleys outside the cities pay 
not less than $50 to the townships. 



School Revenues. 

State funds. — The state school fund consists of the 
annual income from the perpetual school fund, and 
of escheats and estrays, and fines for breach of penal 
laws. 

County funds. — In every county in which one or 
more school districts, or cities of less than 16,000 in- 
habitants, maintain high schools articulating with the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences of the University 
of Kansas, the county commissioners levy an annual 
tax of not less than one-fourth of 1 mill nor more than 
3 mills for the purpose of creating a general high 
school fund. To support other county high schools 
the board of trustees may levy a tax not to exceed 
five-tenths of 1 mill. 

In counties having more than 10,000 inhabitants a 
tax not to exceed 4 mills may be levied in any town- 
ship for maintenance of high schools ; in counties with 
less than 10,000 and more than 3,000 the rate is limited 
to 1 mill, and in counties having 3,000 or less to one- 
half mill. 

District funds. — The state and county funds are sup- 
plemented by local district levies which are limited to 
not to exceed 4J mills. 

When the maximum district levy of 4^ mills together 
with the state and county apportionment is not suffi- 
cient to maintain the district school for seven months, 
the balance necessary is furnished by the state and 
county. 

City schools. — In cities of the first and second class 
the schools are administered by the city board of 
education. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The inheritance tax law was repealed. 

An amendment to the constitution to authorize the taxation of 
incomes, franchise privileges, and occupations was submitted to 
be voted on by the people in 1914. 

Cities having a population of over 3,500 and less than 15,000 were 
authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 2 mills for not more than 
four years for locating and building schoolhouses. Cities were 
authorized to levy a library tax of from one-fourth to four-tenths 
of 1 mill. The tax levy of cities of 75,000 and over was limited to 
6.4 mills for municipal purposes. Dogs may be listed and assessed 
as personal property or subject to a state license of |1 for males 
and $2 for females. 

County assessors are to be elected every two years in counties 
of over 55,000; in counties with a smaller population the county 
clerk is ex officio county assessor. This limit of population waa 
formerly 12,000. 

County commissioners were authorized to levy a tax to establish 
county demonstration farms, fairgrounds, etc. The county levy for 
general purposes in counties with assessed valuation of $3,000,000 
or less was limited to 3J mills; with an assessed valuation of more 
than $3,000,000 and not more than $10,000,000, to 2^ mills. 
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The revenue system of Kentucky is that of a general 
property tax largely supplemented by hcenses. There 
is an organization tax and an annual Ucense tax on 
corporations, and a collateral inheritance tax. 

A special feature of the Kentucky system is that the 
auditor may appoint revenue agents in each county 
and for the' state at large to bring suits to require the 
listing of property omitted from the rolls which would 
otherwise escape. They receive as compensation 20 
per cent on all taxes recovered through their activity. 

The office of supervisor of revenue agents was created 
by the legislature in 1912. He is appointed by the 
auditor. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 59. The general assembly shall not pass local nor special acts 
* * *. To authorize or to regulate the levy, the assessment, or 
the collection of taxes, * * *. 

Sec. 157. The tax rate of cities, towns, counties, taxing districts, 
and other municipalities, for other than school purposes, shall not, 
at any time, exceed the following rates upon the value of the taxable 
property therein, viz: For all towns or cities having a population of 
15,000 or more, ?1.50 on $100; for all towns or cities having less than 
15,000 and not less than 10,000, $1 on $100; for all towns or cities 
having less than 10,000, 75 cents on $100 ; and for counties and taxing 
districts, 50 cents on $100; unless it should be necessary to enable 
such city, town, county, or taxing district to pay the interest on 
and provide a sinking fund for the extinction of indebtedness con- 
tracted before the adoption of this constitution. 

Sec. 170. There shall be exempt from taxation public property 
used for public purposes; places actually used for religious worship, 
with the grounds attached thereto and used and appurtenant to 
houses of worship , not exceeding one-half acre in cities or towns, and 
not exceeding 2 acres in the country; places of burial not held for 
private or corporate profit, institutions of purely pubhc charity, and 
institutions of education not used or employed for gain by any per- 
son or corporation, and the income of which is devoted solely to the 
cause of education; public libraries, their endowments, and the 
income of such property as is used exclusively for their maintenance ; 
all parsonages or residences owned by any religious society, and 
occupied as a home, and for no other purpose, by the minister of 
any religion, with not exceeding one-half acre of ground in towns 
and cities and 2 acres of ground in the country appurtenant thereto ; 
household goods and other personal property of a person with a 
family, not exceeding $250 in value; crops grown in the year in 
which the assessment is made, and in the hands of the producer; 
and all laws exempting or commuting property from taxation other 
than the property above mentioned shall be void. The general 
assembly may authorize any incorporated city or town to exempt 
manufacturing establishments from municipal taxation, for a period 
not exceeding five years, as an inducement to their location. 

Sec. 171. The general assembly shall provide by law an annual 
tax, which, with other resources, shall be sufficient to defray the 
estimated expenses of the commonwealth for each fiscal year. Taxes 
shall be levied and collected for public purposes only, and shall 
be uniform upon all property of the same class subject to taxation 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax; and 
all taxes shall be levied and collected by general law.=!. 

'■ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

"Chapter 22, relating to Revenue and Taxation, act of 1906." 
Published by the state. Geo. G. Fetter Co., Louisville, Ky., 1906. 

The Kentucky Statutes, fourth edition, prepared by John D. 
Carroll, 1909. 

The Session Laws to 1912. 



Sec. 172. All property, not exempted from taxatibn by this con- 
stitution, shall be assessed for taxation at its fair cash value, esti- 
mated at the price it would bring at a fair voluntary sale; and any 
officer, or other person authorized to assess values for taxation, who 
shall commit any willful error in the performance of his duty, shall 
be deemed guilty of misfeasance, and upon conviction thereof shall 
forfeit his office, and be otherwise punished, as may be provided 
bylaw. 

Sec, 174. All property, whether owned by natural persons or cor- 
porations, shall be taxed in proportion to its value, unless exempted 
by this constitution; and all corporate property shall pay the same 
rate of taxation as is paid by individual property. Nothing in this 
constitution shall be construed to prevent the general assembly from 
providing for taxation based on income, licenses, or franchises. 

Sec. 175. The power to tax property shall not be surrendered or 
suspended by any contract or grant to which the commonwealth 
shall be a party. 

Sec 180. The general assembly may authorize the counties, cities, 
or towns to levy a poll tax not exceeding $1.50 per head. »■ * * 

Sec. 181. The general assembly shall not impose taxes for the 
purposes of any county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, 
but may, by general laws, confer on the proper authorities thereof, 
respectively, the power to assess and collect taxes. The general 
assembly may, by general laws only, provide for the payment of 
license fees on franchises, stock used for breeding purposes, the 
various trades, occupations, and professions, or a special or excise 
tax; and may, by general laws, delegate the power to counties, 
towns, cities, and other municipal corporations, to impose and col- 
lect license fees on stock used for breeding purposes, on franchises, 
trades, occupations, and professions. And the general assembly 
may, by general laws only, authorize cities or towns of any claps to 
provide for taxation for municipal purposes on personal property, 
tangible and intangible, based on income, licenses or franchises, in 
lieu of an ad valorem tax thereon: Provided, Cities of the first class 
shall not be authorized to omit the imposition of an ad valorem tax 
on such property of any steam railroad, street railway, ferry, bridge, 
gas, water, heating, telephone, telegraph, electric light, or electric 
power company. 

Sec. 182. Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to pre- 
vent the general assembly from providing, by law, how raihoads and 
railroad property shall be assessed and how taxes thereon shall be 
collected. And, until otherwise provided, the present law on said 
subject shall remain in force. 

Sec 184. The bond of the commonwealth, issued in favor of the 
board of education, for the sum of $1,327,000, shall constitute one 
bond of the commonwealth in favor of the board of education, and 
this bond and the $73,500 of the stock in the Bank of Kentucky 
(* * *), held by the board of education, and its proceeds, shall be 
held inviolate for the purpose of sustaining the system of the com- 
mon schools. The interests and dividends of said fund, together 
with any sum which may be produced by taxation or otherwise for 
the purpose of common school education, shall be appropriated to 
the common schools, and to no other purpose. No sum shall be 
raised or collected for education other than in common schools until 
the question of taxation is submitted to the legal voters, and the 
majority of the votes cast at said election shall be in favor of such 
taxation: Provided, The tax now imposed for educational purposes, 
and for the endowment and maintenance of the agricultural and 
mechanical college, shall remain until changed by law. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) A county assessor in each county, elected for a term of four 
years and not eligible for reelection. 
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(2) The city assessors: In cities of the first class, elected by the 
general council for four years; in cities of the second class, elected 
by the voters for four years; in cities of the third class, elected by 
the council for two years; in cities of the fourth class, appointed by 
the council or elected for four years; in cities of the fifth class, 
appointed by the council for two years; in cities of the sixth class, 
appointed by the trustees for two years. 

(3) The sheriff, who is county tax collector. 

(4) The city tax collectors: In cities of the first class, a tax re- 
ceiver, elected for four years; in cities of the second class, the 
treasurer, who collects taxes; in cities of the third class, a tax col- 
lector, elected annually by the council; in cities of the fourth class, 
a tax collector, appointed for two years by the council; in cities of 
the fifth class, the marshal, who collects taxes; in cities of the sixth 
class, the marshal, or sheriff, who collects taxes. 

(5) The county board of supervisors of taxes (not a governing or 
legislative body), generally of five members, appointed by the 
county judge each year. In counties where there are cities of the 
first and second classes three additional, and in those where there 
are cities of the third and fointh classes, two additional members 
are appointed. This board acts as a board of review and equalizes 
the assessment as between individuals. 

(6) The city boards of equalization: In cities of the first class, a 
board of equalization of three persons, elected annually by the 
board of aldermen; in cities of the second class, a board of equaliza- 
tion of three persons, appointed annually by the mayor with the 
consent of the general council; in cities of the third class, a board of 
tax supervisors of three persons, appointed annually by the mayor; 
in cities of the fourth class, three supervisors of taxes, appointed 
annually by the council; in cities of the fifth class, a board of 
equalization of three persons, appointed annually by the city 
council; in cities of the sixth class, a board of equalization of three 
persons, appointed annually by the board of trustees. 

(7) The state board of equalization of assessments, composed of 
one person from each appellate district in the state, appointed by 
the governor, together with the auditor of public accounts. The 
term is four years. 

(8) The state railroad commission, composed of three members 
(one from each superior court district), elected every four years. 

(9) The state board of valuation and assessment, composed of 
the state auditor, state treasurer, and secretary of state. 

(10) Revenue agents. — One in each county and four for the state 
at large may be appointed by the auditor of public accounts. The 
powers of these officers are to search for and assess property omitted 
from the assessment rolls. The auditor also may appoint a super- 
visor of revenue agents who shall approve all actions before the 
same are instituted by the agents. In successful suits, in addition 
to the taxes recovered, a penalty of 20 per cent is collected. Of 
the penalty money, 75 per cent goes to the revenue agent instituting 
the suit and the balance, 25 per cent, makes up a " back tax reserve 
fund," out of which the supervisor of revenue agents is paid his 
salary of $3,000 a year, his traveling expenses, and clerk hire. 

State Revenues. 

a. general propertt taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property inclvded and exempt. — All real and 
personal property within the state, and all personal 
property of persons residing in the state, and of all cor- 
porations organized under the laws of the state, 
whether the same be in or out of the state, including 
intangible property, which is considered and esti- 
mated in fixing the value of corporate franchises, 
shall be subject to taxation unless the same be exempt 
by the constitution. But tangible personal property, 
located and having a taxable situs without the state, of 



persons residing in this state, and of all corporations 
organized under the laws of the state is not subject to 
taxation. 

Real' estate includes all lands and improvements. 

Personal estate includes every other species and character of 
property — that which is tangible as well as that which is intan- 
gible. 

Mortgages are taxable as personal property. No deduction on 
account of mortgages is allowed on the assessed value of land. 

Shares of stock in corporations whose property is taxed are not 
taxable to the shareholders, but shares in state and national banks, 
in trust companies, and in building and loan associations form an 
exception to this general rule. 

For the list of exemptions see constitution, section 170. 

6. Assessment. — With the exception of railroad prop- 
erty, assessed by the railroad commission, and the 
franchises of certain corporations, and distilled spirits, 
assessed by the state board of valuations and assess- 
ments, the assessment of property for taxation is made 
by the local assessors. 

Each taxpayer is required to make to the assessor a 
statement Tinder oath of his property and its fair cash 
value. The assessor, however, is not bound by such 
statement and may fix the value himself. 

The assessment refers to the 1st day of September 
and is completed by the 1st of January. 

Rendering a false statement is treated as a misde- 
meanor, subject to a fine of not over $500 and to the 
additional penalty of three times the amount of the 
tax otherwise due. Refusal to list property is sub- 
ject to a fine of not over $100. 

Railroad property is returned to the state auditor and the returns 
so made are reviewed by the railroad commission. The assessment 
is by the unit rule and apportioned on a mileage basis. 

The franchise of every railroad company or corporation, guar- 
anty or security company, gas company, water company, ferry com- 
pany, bridge company, street railway company, express company, 
electric light company, electric power company, telegraph com- 
pany, press dispatch company, telephone company, palace car 
company, dining car company, sleeping car company, chair car 
company, and every other like company, corporation, or associa- 
tion having any special or exclusive privilege or franchise not 
allowed by law to natural persons, or performing any public serv- 
ice, is assessed by a board of valuation and assessment composed of 
the auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state, on the basis of sworn 
returns from the oificers of the company. The valuation is based 
upon the market value of the capital stock and bonds and appor- 
tioned, when business is done in more than one state, in proportion 
to the gross earnings, with allowance for tangible property otherwise 



When any person or association of persons not incorporated 
engage in any similar business, they are assessed for a franchise in 
the same manner. 

The assessments so made are apportioned among the counties, 
cities, towns, and taxing districts in the state. In the case of car- 
riers and the like this is done on the basis of mileage. In other 
cases it is done as nearly as may be according to the location of the 
property. 

Railroad, telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping, dining, palace 
or chair car company, or other carrier, whether incorporated or not, 
organized in Kentucky but having lines wholly without the state 
pay on the proper proportion of capital stock, fixed by the board 
of valuation and assessment and which must be not less than 1 per 
cent. The apportionment of the capital stock of these corpora- 
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tions and that of all corporations doing business partly within and 
partly without the state has been held not to conflict with the con- 
stitution, section 59, subsection 15, above, prohibiting special legis- 
lation regulating the levy, assessment, and collection of taxes. 
(Commonwealth v. The Southern Pacific Co., 149 S. W. Eep., 1105.) 

The shares of state banks, national banks, trust companies, and 
life insurance companies are assessed by a board composed of the 
state auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state on the basis of capital 
and surplus less the real estate assessed as other real estate. Such 
companies are also subject to a local tax. 

The assessor is paid for his services by commissions: 4 cents on 
each $100 of the first 11,000,000 and IJ cents on each |100 of the 
excess over $1,000,000, but not to exceed $4,000 in any one year. In 
counties where the assessed value exceeds $38,000,000 the assessor 
is allowed as compensation for deputies $1,500 for each $7,500,000 
in excess of $38,000,000. In counties where the assessment does not 
exceed $1,000,000 the assessor is allowed 4^ cents per $100. 

c. Equalization.' — -The county board of supervisors of 
taxes acts as a board of review, with power to raise or 
lower any list and correct errors in assessment books, 
but it may not add property that has wholly escaped 
.assessment, that being done by the sheriff or auditor's 
agent. It also hears and passes on complaints. An 
appeal lies to the county court. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
counties. 

2. Rate — 

The rate of taxation for state purposes is fixed by 
statute and changed only by legislative enactment. 
In 1912 the rate was 50 cents on each SlOO of value, of 
which 21|^ cents were for the ordinary expenses of 
government, 26 cents for the support of common 
schools, 2 cents for sinking fund, one-half of 1 cent for 
the agricultural and mechanical college. 

3. Collection — 

State, county, and school district taxes are collected 
by the sheriff between March 1 and November 1. The 
taxes are due on and after March 1, and become de- 
linquent on November 1, when 6 per cent penalty is 
added. The sheriff is required to pay a 6 per cent 
penalty on all taxes collected and not paid over by him 
prior to January 1 . On and after March 1 he has power, 
after demand, to collect by distraint, and real estate 
may be sold if no personalty be found. 

The sheriff is paid by commissions: 10 per cent on the first $5,000 
and 4 per cent on the residue. 

These fees are paid by the state on the state taxes 
•collected, and a like amount by the county and school 
districts on account of taxes collected for them. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The state does not share in the poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property over $500 which passes by will or by 
th? intestate laws of the state from any person who 
may die seized or possessed of same while a resident 
of this state, or if such decedent was not a resident of 
this state at the time of death, which property shall be 



within the state, or by transfer by deed, grant, sale, or 
gift, made in contemplation of death or intended to 
take effect after death, is subject to a collateral inherit- 
ance tax of 5 per cent on the fair cash value. Property 
passing to the father, mother, husband, wife, lawful 
issue, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, adopted child, or 
any liaeal descendant born in lawful wedlock is ex- 
empt. The court in which tax settlement proceedings 
are pendhig may appoint an appraiser to value the 
estate. The executor or administrator is required to 
deduct the tax before delivering the property. If paid 
within nine months, 5 per cent discount is allowed ; if 
unpaid for eighteen months, 10 per cent interest is 
added from the date of the death of the decedent. 

N. B. — [The tax is upon the individual, and can be imposed only 
when the particular interest in the decedent's estate passing to 
Aim exceeds $500. The tax is not, therefore, imposed on the estate 
of the decedent, but upon the beneficiary's right of succession to 
his property. Nor does the fact that the executor or administrator 
is required by the act to pay the tax make it a tax against the 
estate of the testator or decedent, for it also requires him to deduct 
it from the estate passing to the legatee or collateral heir. (130 
•Ky., 95.)] 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Most corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. But the tax on the franchise of certain 
general classes of pubUc service corporations, while 
strictly a part of the property tax, is in a sense analo- 
gous to a special corporation tax. (See State revenues, 
above.) 

Every corporation is required to pay at the time of 
incorporation an "organization tax" of one-tenth of 1 
per cent on the capital stock and on each increase of 
the capital stock. This tax is classed here rather than 
under "fees." It is, however, not a recurrent tax 
and resembles a fee. 

Domestic and foreign corporations, except foreign insurance com- 
panies, foreign building and loan companies, banks and trust com- 
panies, and corporations paying the franchise tax, pay an annual 
license tax of 30 cents on each $1,000 of the portion of the capital 
stock represented by the property owned and business transacted 
in the state. 

Foreign insurance and guaranty companies, other than fraternal, 
pay 2 per cent on premiums received in the state ; foreign building 
and loan associations, 2 per cent on gross receipts. Domestic in- 
surance companies are taxed on their property, including their 
franchises. 

Fire insurance companies doing business in the state pay a tax of 
one-half of 1 per cent on the gross premium receipts for the purpose 
of defraying expenses inciirred in the investigation of fires. 

If corporation taxes are delinquent, a penalty of 10 per cent 
attaches, and thereafter such taxes bear interest at the rate of 10 
per cent. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

With the exception of liquor hcenses, which are 
granted by the county court, state licenses are issued 
by the county clerks. 

Tavern or hotel with 25 rooms or more, per annum, $10; tavern or 
hotel selling malt liquor, per annum, $85; tavern or hotel selling 
spirituous and vinous liquor, per annum, $160; tavern or hotel 
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selling spirituous and malt liquor, per annum, $210; to retail 
malt liquor, per annum, $75; to retail spirituous and vinous 
liquor, per annum, $150; to retail spirituous, vinous, and malt 
liquors, $200; to retail playing cards, per annum, $10; to retail 
pistols, per annum, $100; to retail .bowie knives, dirlcs, brass 
knuckles, per annum, $100; pawnbrokers, per annum, $500; stock 
and bond brokers, per annum, $25; trading stamp companies, 
each county, per annum, $10; bowling alleys in counties over 
25,000, per annum, $15; bowling alleys in comities under 25,000, 
per annum, $10; distillers, to retail spirituous liquor of their own 
manufacture, per annum, $100; manufacturers of vinous liquors, to 
retail liquor of their own manufacture, per annum, $75; mer- 
chants selling liquor, per annum, $100; druggists selling liquor, per 
annum, $100; circuses, etc., per hundred voters in county, $1, 
and same amount for each separate exhibition, but not to exceed 
per exhibition $50; side shows, one-half the amount paid by main 
circus; slaughterhouses, packinghouses, etc., on value of products, 
one-half of 1 per cent; retailing cigarettes, per annum, $10; whole- 
saling cigarettes, per annum, $25; oil depots, per annum, $10; 
retailing oil, per annum, $15 for each county in which each wagon 
is used; on standing studhorse, jack, or bull for service, a sum equal 
to the highest price charged, whether for the season or for issuance; 
peddlers for entire state, one person, two-horse wagon, per annum, 
$50; one person, one-horse wagon, per annum, $40; one person, 
horseback, per annum, $30; one person, on foot, per annum, $20; 
itinerant vendors, per annum, $100; each assistant, per annum, 
$100; peddlers in one county only, one-quarter rates required for 
whole state; exhibition of trained animals, per day, $5; auctioneer, 
in each municipality, $5; billiard table, $20; additional tables in 
same place, $5; bill posters, $10; wharf boats, $10; bottling estab- 
lishments, $25; brokers and commission merchants, $25; cane 
racks, etc., each county, $5; commercial agencies, $100; exhibition, 
show, or concert not in licensed hall, $5; feather renovators, $10; 
steam ferries, not paying a franchise tax, $25; fortune tellers, per 
county, $20; hack lines, $10; ice factories, $15 to $30, according to 
output; steam laundries, $10; loan companies, $200; lightning 
rod agent, per county, $50; merry-go-round, per county, $10; oleo- 
margarine dealer, $5; patent medicine vendors, without stores, 
$100; photograph galleries, $5; piano and organ agents, per county, 
$5; railroad eating houses, $10; restaurants, $5; sewing machine 
agency, one agent, per county, $10; each additional agent, $5; 
shooting gallery, each coimty, $5; soda fountains, $2.50; sellers of 
proprietary soft drinks, $2.50; picture enlargement solicitor, each 
county, $5; theaters, $10 to $40, according to class of city; transient 
jewelry vendor, $10; transient stove vendor, $20; skating rinks, 
$5 to $75, according to class of city; rectifiers of single stamp 
spirits whose salas aggregate 500 barrels or less, per annum, $100; 
sales over 500 and less than 1,000 barrels, per annum, $200; sales 
of 1,000 barrels or more, per annum, $300; breweries, per annum, 
$200; agencies of breweries, per annum, $25; wholesale dealers in 
wines, ales, and vinous liquors, per annum, $200; rectifiers, single 
stamp spirits, IJ cents upon every wine gallon.' Hunter's license, 
obtained by resident of state, $1; by nonresident or alien, $15. 
Each colony of bees. 5 cents per annum. 

The county clerk is allowed 5 per cent commission on all license 
taxes collected by him. 

The owner of every dog pays a license tax thereon of $1. Tlie 
amount so collected ia used to indemnify losses caused by the 
injuring of sheep by dogs. Any surplus is transferred to the credit 
of the school fund of the county in which collected. 

For recording articles of incorporation, 25 cents for each 100 
words. Textbook filing fee, $5, credited to state school fund. For 
registering motor vehicles, of less than 25 horsepower, $5; 25 to 49 
horsepower, $10 ; 50 horsepower and over, $20. Duplicate certificate 
issued for 50 cents. The license tax on automobiles and motor- 
driven vehicles is deposited to the credit of the state road fimd. 

For examination of mine foreman, $2.50; for "service certifi- 
cate" of a miner, $2.50. Dentist's examination fee, $20; registra- 
tion fee, 50 cents; renewal certificate, $1 annually; special certifi- 



cate, $5; issuing license to a practitioner from another state, $25. 
Pharmacist, registration fee, $10; assistant pharmacist, $5; renewal 
certificate, $2. 

Filing charter, $30; filing annual statement, $25; filing agent's 
license other than life companies, $3; agent's license, life com- 
panies, $5; agent's license, industrial life, $2; filing declaration of 
intention to form company, $30; supplemental statement, $25. 

For filing report of bank, $1. For examination of any bank hav- 
ing a capital and surplus of $20,000 or less, $15; $20,000 to $50,000, 
$20; $50,000 to $100,000, $35; in excess of $100,000, $10 for each 
additional $100,000 or fraction thereof. 

In place of the usual fees for incorporation all corporations pay an 
organization tax of 1 per cent on their capital. (See under State- 
revenues, above.) 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Kentucky. 
County Revenues. 

a. general peopekty taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assess- 
ment and of equaUzation are the same for county as. 
for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the fiscal court of each county. 
It may not exceed 50 cents on each $100 of assessed 
valuation, except to cover debt charges. 

The court may also levy an ad valorem tax for road 
and bridge purposes of not more than 2\ mills on all 
property assessed for state and county taxation. 

For salaries and expenses of juvenile courts, counties, 
containing a city of first or second class are empowered 
to levy an annual tax of not less than one-fourth of 1 
cent on $100. 

Statutes make it a duty of the fiscal court of each 
county to levy a tax at a rate of not less than 10 cents 
on each $100 for the purpose of establishing suitable 
county courthouses and jails. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for county purposes are collected as are state 
taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Poll taxes are levied by counties both in the shape- 
of a money levy of not to exceed $1.50 per capita, 
which may be applied for the maintenance of the 
public roads and bridges, and also of work on the 
roads. The county fiscal court may require six days 
of labor from each able-bodied male over 18 and under 
50 years of age in the county outside of cities and 
towns, and they may commute for cash or not in their 
discretion. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation 

taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The counties do not receive any revenues from busi- 
ness taxes, licenses, or fees. 
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Municipal Revenues. 

a. genekal property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — The property 
included is substantially the same as for state taxation, 
except that municipalities may exempt manufacturing 
establishments for a term of not exceeding five years 
from time of estabUshment. 

I. Assessment. — The assessment for municipal pur- 
poses is made by assessors, elected in the different 
cities, practically the same as for state taxation. But 
cities have an independent valuation. 

c. Equalization. — Cities may have their own board 
of equahzation. 

2. Rate— 

For limitation of the rates which may be levied, see 
constitution, section 157. 

In general the levy is made by the council or trus- 
tees. 

In cities of the first, second, third, fourth, and sixth classes the 
additional levy for school purposes may not exceed 50 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation. In cities of the fifth class the rate is 
limited to 75 cents. Cities of the first class must levy a tax of not 
less than 36 cents per $100 for common-school purposes; cities of 
second class, not less than 30 cents per ?100. 

Cities having a juvenile court are authorized to levy a tax for 
salaries and expenses of same at rate of not less than one-fourth of 
1 cent on SIOO. 

3. Collection — 

The cities provide their own tax collectors, as ex- 
plained under the title "Officers. " 

B. POLL TAXES. 

In all cities the council or other legislative authority 
has power to levy on aU adidt males a poU tax of not 
more than $1.50. 



C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

MunicipaHties do not share in the inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations generally are taxed on their property 
and franchises for municipal purposes in the same 
manner as for state purposes. 

In cities of the first class, street railway, telephone, and gas and 
electric Ught plants may be taxed from 2\ to 3^ per cent on their 
gross receipts, the assessment being made by the state board of 
valuation and assessment. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Liquor licenses in cities may be issued under the authorization 
of the city council. The rates are graded according to the class 
of city. The common council or other legislative authority may 
in cities of all classes impose Ucense fees on stock used for breeding 
purposes, and on franchises, trades, occupations, and professions. 

In addition to its right to tax certain undertakings under the poUce 
power, a city may classify lawful occupations, providing a reasonable 
basis for classification exists and may levy a license tax on such busi- 
ness as classified. But the court of appeals held (1912) that where 
the net profit of a trading stamp business was only $500, a license 
tax of $300 was invaUd, it being unreasonable, oppressive, and 
prohibitory. (151 S. W. Rep., 932.) 

School Revenues. 

(See Constitution, sec. 184, above.) 

The state maintains a permanent school fund, the 
income from which is apportioned among the counties 
on the basis of the number of children of school age. 
The state also levies a tax of 26 cents on each $100 of 
valuation for the maintenance of schools. The county 
may levy a tax for school purposes not to exceed 20 
cents on each $100 of the assessed valuation, and a 
capitation tax of not more than $1. Graded common 
school districts may levy a tax not to exceed 50 cents, 
and subdistricts of the county may levy a tax of not 
more than 25 cents on each $100 of valuation. 



LOUISIANA. 



Louisiana has a revenue system providing for the 
general property tax and an extensive list of hcense 
taxes. There is also an inheritance tax which is 
peculiar in that it does not apply to estates which 
have borne their just proportion of taxes. The char- 
acteristic feature of the system is the complete uni- 
formity of state and local taxation. The constitu- 
tion of 1898 embodied nearly all of the important pro- 
visions of the revenue laws. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Art. 48. The general assembly shall not pass any local or special 
law on the following specified subjects: 

****** 

Sec. 16. Exempting property from taxation. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Constitution and Bevised Laws of Louisiana, by Solomon Wolff; 
eecond edition, 1904. 

Revenue Law of Louisiana, by 0. V. Porter, jr., and Payne 
Breazeale, 1911. 

Session Laws to 1912. 



Art. 198. No person less than 60 years of age shall be permitted 
to vote at any election in the state who shall not * * * have 
paid, on or before the 31st day of December of each year, for the 
two years preceding the year in which he offers to vote, a poll tax 
of $1 per annum, to be used exclusively in aid of the pubUc schools 
of the parish in which such tax shall have been collected, which 
tax is hereby imposed on every male resident of this state be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 60 years. Poll taxes shall be a lien upon 
assessed property only, and no process shall issue to enforce col- 
lection of the same except against assessed property. (This provi- 
sion does not apply to deaf, dumb, or bhnd persons.) 

Art. 224. The taxing power may be exercised by the general 
assembly for state purposes, and by parishes and municipal cor- 
porations and pubhc boards, under authority granted to them by 
the general assembly, for parish, municipal, and local purposes 
strictly public in their nature. 

Art. 225. Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the 
territorial hmits of the authority levying the tax, and all property 
shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed 
by law: Provided, The assessment of all property shall never exceed 
the actual cash value thereof: And provided further, That the tax- 
payers shall have the right of testing the correctness of their assess- 
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ments before the courts of justice. In order to arrive at this equality 
and uniformity, the general assembly shall, at its first session after 
the adoption of this constitution, provide a system of equality 
and uniformity in assessments, based upon the relative value of 
property in the different portions of the state. The valuations put 
upon property for the purposes of state taxation shall be taken as 
the proper valuation for purposes of local taxation in every sub- 
division of the state. 

Art. 226. There shall be, and is hereby, created a state board of 
appraisers, whose duty it shall be to assess the property belonging to 
corporations, associations, and individuals employed in railway, 
telegraph, telephone, sleeping car, and express business throughout 
the state of Louisiana, which board of appraisers shall be composed 
of the auditor and other members corresponding in number to the 
congressional districts of the state, to be elected by the governor, 
treasurer, attorney general, and secretary of state, one member from 
each congressional district, for the term of four years, and the general 
assembly shall fix the compensation of said board. 

Art. 227. The taxing power shall be exercised only to carry on and 
maintain the government of the state and the public institutions 
thereof, to educate the children of the state, to preserve the pubUc 
health, to pay the principal and interest of the public debt, to sup- 
press insurrection, to repel invasion or defend the state in time of 
war, to provide pensions for indigent Confederate soldiers and 
sailors, and their widows, to establish markers or monuments upon 
the battlefields of the country commemorative of the services of 
Louisiana soldiers on such fields, to maintain a memorial hall in 
New Orleans for the collection and preservation of relics and 
memorials of the late Civil War, and for levee purposes, as herein- 
after provided. 

Art. 228. The power to tax corporations and corporate property 
shall never be surrendered nor suspended by act of the general 
assembly. 

Art. 229. The general asembly may levy a license tax, and in 
such case shall graduate the amount of such tax to be collected 
from the persons pursuing the several trades, professions, vocations, 
and callings. All persons, associations of persons, and corporations 
pursuing any trade, profession, business, or calling, may be ren- 
dered hable to such tax, except clerks, laborers, clergymen, school- 
teachers, those engaged in mechanical, agricultural, and horti- 
cultural pursuits, and manufacturers other than those of distilled, 
alcohoUc, or malt liquors, tobacco, cigars, and cottonseed oil. 

Those engaged in the business of severing natural resources, 
as timber and minerals, from soil or water whether they thereafter 
convert them by manufacturing or not, may also be rendered 
liable to a license tax, but in this case the amount to be collected 
may either be graduated or fixed according to the quantity or value 
of the product at the place where it is severed. 

No pohtical corporation shall impose a greater license tax than 
is imposed by the general assembly for state purposes. This 
restriction shall not apply to dealers in distilled, alcohoUc, or 
malt hquors. 

The general assembly shall have authority to provide that munici- 
palities levying license taxes equal in amount to those levied by 
police juries for parochial purposes shall be exempted from the 
payment of such parochial license. 

Art. 230. The following shall be exempt from taxation and no 
other, viz: All public property; places of religious worship or 
burial; the rectories and parsonages of churches and grounds there- 
unto appurtenant, used exclusively as residences for the ministers 
in charge of such churches; all charitable institutions; all buildings 
and property used exclusively for pubhc monuments or historical 
collections; colleges, and other school purposes; the real and personal 
estate of any public library, and that of any other library association 
used by or connected with such hbrary ; all books and philosophical 
apparatus, and all paintings and statuary of any company or asso- 
ciation kept in a pubhc hall: Provided, That the property so 
exempted be not leased for purposes of private or corporate profit 



or income. There shall also be exempted from taxation household 
property to the value of $500. 

There shall be exempt from taxation for a period of 10 years 
from the date of its completion, any railroad or part of railroad 
that shall have been constructed and completed subsequently to 
January 1, 1905, and prior to January 1, 1909. This exemption 
shall include and apply to all rights of way, roadbed, sidings, rails, 
and other superstructures upon such rights of way, roadbed or 
sidings; and to all depots, station houses, buildings, erections, and 
structures appurtenant to such railroads and the operation of the 
same; but shall not include the depots, warehouses, station houses, 
and other structures and appurtenances, nor the land upon which 
they are erected at terminal points, and for which franchises have 
been granted and obtained; whether same remain the property of the 
present owner or owners, or be transferred or assigned to any corpora- 
tion or corporations, person or persons whomsoever: And provided 
further, That this exemption shall not apply to double tracks, 
sidings, switches, depots or other improvements or betterments 
which may be constructed by raihoads now in operation within 
the state, other than extensions or new hnes constructed by such 
railroads. 

The property or real estate belonging to any miUtary organization 
of the state of Louisiana which is used by the State National Guard 
or mihtia for miUtary purposes, such as arsenals or armories, while 
so used, shall be exempt from taxation. 

Steamship companies organized under certain prescribed con- 
ditions, together with their capital stock and all their property, 
corporeal and incorporeal, shall be exempt from all taxes and U- 
censes, state, parish, levee, and municipal, both general and special, 
exclusive of wharfage, shed or levee dues, for 15 years from date of 
filing with the secretary of state proof that their authorized capital 
stock has been paid in full in cash. 

In addition to the property now exempted from taxation by 
existing laws, there shall also be exempted from taxation loans 
made upon the security of mortgages granted upon real estate 
situated in this state as well as the mortgages granted to secure the 
said loans, and the notes, bonds, or other written instruments evi- 
dencing the said loans, whether in the hands of the mortgagee, or 
his or their transferees; and all loans made by life insurance com- 
panies to their policyholders, upon the sole security of poUcies 
held by the borrower in the company making the loans, as well as 
all notes or other written instruments evidencing such loans, that 
in the case of loans upon policies of hfe insurance, as aforesaid, the 
rate of interest charged upon such loans does not exceed 5 per cent 
per annum discount. 

By amendment to the constitution adopted in 1912 corporations 
organized for the sole purpose of lending money on country real 
estate situated in Louisiana at not more than 6 per cent to the bor- 
rower, with power to negotiate and handle local securities, are to 
be exempt from taxation for 20 years. 

Art. 231. The general assembly shall levy an annual poll tax of 
$1 upon every male inhabitant in the state between the ages of 21 
and 60 years, for the maintenance of the public schools in the par- 
ishes where collected. 

Art. 232. The state tax on property for all purposes whatever, 
including expenses of government, schools, levees, and interest, 
shall not exceed, in any one year, 6 mills on the dollar of its assessed 
valuation, and, except as otherwise provided in this constitution, 
no parish, municipal or pubhc board tax for all purposes whatso- 
ever, shall exceed in any one year 10 mills on the dollar of valuation: 
Provided, That for giving additional support to the pubhc schools, 
and for the purpose of erecting and constructing public buildings, 
public schoolhouses, bridges, wharves, levees, sewerage work, and 
other works of permanent public improvement, the title to which 
shall be in the pubhc, any parish, municipal corporation, ward, or 
school district may levy a special tax in excess of said limitation, 
whenever the rate of such increase and the number of years it is to 
be levied and the purpose or purposes for which the tax is intended, 
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shall have been submitted to a vote of the property taxpayers of 
such parish, municipality, ward, or school district entitled to vote 
under the election laws of the state, and a majority of the same in 
numbers, and in value, voting at such election shall have voted 
therefor. 

Art. 233. (Provides for the sale of property for delinquent taxes, 
for its redemption, and for the limitation of actions therefor, etc.) 

Art. 234. The tax shall be designated by the year in which it is 
collectible, and the tax on movable property shall be collected in 
the year in which the assessment is made. 

Art. 235. The legislature shall have power to levy solely for the 
support of the public schools, a tax upon inheritances, legacies, and 
donations: Provided, That no direct inheritance, or donation, to an 
ascendant or descendant, below $10,000 in amount or value shall 
be so taxed: Provided further, That no such tax shall exceed 3 per 
cent for direct inheritances and donations to ascendants or descend- 
ants, and 10 per cent for collateral inheritances, and donations to 
collaterals or strangers: Provided, That bequests to educational, 
religious, or charitable institutions shall be exempt from this tax. 

Art. 236. The tax provided for in the preceding article shall not 
be enforced when the property donated or inherited shall have 
borne its just proportion of taxes prior to the time of such donation 
or inheritance. 

Art. 238. (Provides for a 1-mill tax for levees.) 

Art. 239. (Provides for levee districts and a 10-mill tax on prop- 
erty therein.) 

Art. 242. Corporations, companies, or associations organized or 
domiciled out of the state, but doing business therein, may be 
licensed and taxed by a mode different from that provided for home 
corporations or companies; provided said different mode of licenses 
shall be uniform, upon a graduated system, and said different mode 
of taxation shall be equal and uniform as to all such corporations, 
companies, or associations that transact the same kind of business. 

Art. 243. All the articles and provisions of this constitution regu- 
lating and relating to the collection of state taxes and tax sales shall 
also apply to and regulate the collection of parish, district, municipal, 
board, and ward taxes. 

Art. 270. (Provides that the general assembly may authorize 
parishes, etc., to levy special taxes by vote of the property tax 
payers for special improvements and for railroads.) 

Art. 281. (Provides for special taxes and issuance of bonds in aid 
of public improvements in municipal corporations, parishes, and 
school districts, drainage and sewage districts. Total tax rate to 
be not more than 5 mills on the dollar per annum, nor total bonded 
indebtedness to be for more than one-tenth of the assessment, in 
each of the foregoing political subdivisions.) 

Art. 291. (Provides for a road district tax to be levied by the 
police jury of at least 1 mill and a per capita tax of not more than 
$1 on all able-bodied males between 18 and 55 years of age, and 
license taxes of not less than 25 cents nor more than $1 on vehicles.) 
Other taxes may be levied not to exceed 5 mills for five years for 
road and bridge purposes. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with, taxation 
are: 

(1) The assessors, who are appointed by the governor, the senate 
concurring: 7 for the parish of Orleans, who receive salaries; and 
1 for each of the other parishes, who receive commissions on taxes 



(2) The police juries of the various parishes, Orleans excepted, 
and the city council of New Orleans, who act as boards of re^dew 
and levy parish taxes. 

(3) The sheriff of each parish is ex officio collector of state and 
parish taxes, except Orleans Parish, where the voters elect one tax 
collector. 

(4) The state board of appraisers, composed of the auditor and 
one member from each congressional district, elected by the gov- 



ernor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, attorney general, and secre- 
tary of state, whose duty it is to assess the operative property belong- 
ing to corporations, associations, and individuals employed in rail- 
way, telegraph, telephone, sleeping-car, and express business. 

(5) The state board of equalization (board of commissioners) com- 
posed of one member from each congressional district of the state, 
elected for a term of four years. Duty: To equalize the assess- 
ments levied on all classes of real and personal property between 
the various parishes of the state, except property assessed by the 
state board of appraisers. 

State Revenues. 

A. 'general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property- 
situated in the state, except such as is expressly ex- 
empt, is subject to taxation. 

(1) and (2) The term "property" is defined to include all real 
estate; interests in ships or vessels used in the waters of the state; 
railroads, roads, canals, and other ways of communication; engines, 
boilers, etc.; telephone and telegraph lines; machines and machin- 
ery; vehicles; patents, copyrights, trademarks, privileges, charters, 
and franchises; lumber, brick, and other building materials; all 
movable property; all personal property; consigned goods; liquors; 
and many other enumerated articles. All crops, whether garnered 
or growing, are regarded as attached to the land. 

The term ' ' real estate " is held to mean and include not only land , 
city, town, and village lots, but all things pertaining, and all struc- 
tures thereon and other apjjurtenances thereto, as pass to the vendee 
by the conveyance of the land or lot. 

The phrase " personal property " or " movable property " is held to 
mean and include all things other than real estate which have any 
pecuniary value, all moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, 
franchises, shares in joint-stock companies or otherwise, rights to 
cut and remove or use standing trees or timber from the lands of 
another whether the time to do so be limited or not, all standing 
timber or trees owned by any person other than the owner of the 
land upon which it or they stand. In all cases where the ownership 
of standing trees or timber, or the right to cut standing trees or 
timber, is in any person other than the owner of the land upon 
which the trees or timber stand, the trees or timber, or the right 
to cut and use the same, as the case may be, shall be assessed to the 
owner of such right or trees or timber for taxation in the parish where 
the trees or timber are situated. 

No deduction from cash on hand is allowed for any money owed. 

Assets of banking corporations whose shares of stock are taxed 
are exempt. 

(3) The exemptions are all stated in the constitution. (See 
art. 230.) 

h. Assessment. — There is but one assessment for 
stats, parish, and municipal purposes, and that is 
made by the parish tax assessor, except as specified 
below. The assessor makes up the list for each tax- 
payer, who is required to furnish all needful informa- 
tion and to sign and swear to the list, except that tax- 
payers in the parish of Orleans are to make return of 
property sworn to. The oath also covers the valuation- 
of lands. In assessing mercantile firms the average 
capital is to be ascertained. The assessor in arriving 
at values is to acquaint himself with the amount of 
insurance carried and the pm-chase price paid, and 
must examine the records of mortgages and convey- 
ances, examine books and accounts. The assessment 
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must be at actual cash value and is made on the 1st 
of March "on the basis of the condition of things that 
existed on the 1st day of January." The words 
"actual cash value" are held to mean a price that any 
piece of real estate or personal property or movable 
property would sell for, for cash in the ordinary course 
of business, free of all incumbrances, otherwise than 
by forced sale. 

Making a false tax list is punishable as perjury, and 
failure to make a list works estoppel of the rights of 
the taxpayer to contest the assessments. 

Shares of stock of national banks, state banks, banking companies, 
firms or associations are assessed to the shareholders at the place 
where the bank is located and at the value as shown by the books 
less the real estate taxed to the bank, tax to be paid by the bank, 
etc., which shall be entitled to collect from stockholders. 

All property and assets of domestic life insurance companies are 
assessed as to a natural person in the parish or town where its 
business is located in its charter. 

Corporations, other than the above, are assessed upon their prop- 
erty. 

The real estate, roadbeds, roads, iron, tracks, superstructures, 
excavations, and channels of railroads, canals, and other transpor- 
tation or telegraph companies, are assessed in the parish where 
located; all other property is taxed at the principal office; but the 
rolling stock or movable property of such corporations whose lines lie 
only partly within the state is assessed on the ratio of miles in the 
state to total mileage. This assessment is made by the state board 
of appraisers. 

c. Equalization. — The police juries (in New Orleans, 
a committee of the city council) act as a board of 
reviewers to revise and correct the assessment rolls 
and to pass upon complaints. But they can not 
change any valuations without the concurrence of the 
assessors. If concurrence can not be had, the assess- 
ment as made by the board of review stands unless 
otherwise ordered and adjudged by the courts as 
provided. But the taxpayer may in any event bring 
action for relief. 

The state board of equalization equalizes assessments levied on 
all classes of real and personal property, except property assessed 
by the state board of appraisers, between the various parishes of 
• the state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by statute. 

In 1912 it was 1-^ mills on the dollar for interest, ^ of a mill on 
the dollar for levees, 1^ mills on the dollar for public education, 
1-^ mills on the dollar for general purposes, -j^ of a mill on the dollar 
for Confederate pension fund, and -/^ for road fund; total, 5^ mills. 

A special tax of one-fourth of 1 mill is to be assessed for good roads. 

A tax of one-fifth of 1 mill is to be assessed for pensioning Confed- 
erate soldiers and their widows. 

The total rate for state purposes, including special taxes for roads 
and pensions, can not exceed 6 mills on the dollar of assessed 
valuation. 

Boards of commissioners of the various drainage districts are 
authorized to levy and collect certain taxes to cover cost of drainage 
extensions, etc. 

3. Oollection — 

State taxes are collected by the sheriff (in Orleans 
Parish by one tax collector). The lien for taxes 
attaches on the day the tax roll is completed and filed 



with the recorder of mortgages, which is to be as soon 
as possible after September 1 (June 1 in case of the 
parish of Orleans), and this lien becomes a prior 
mortgage on December 31, at which time taxes begin 
to draw interest at 10 per cent per aimum. Taxes on 
movable property are payable on the first day of the 
month next succeeding the filing of the tax roll, but 
forced collections are not made before October 1, 
unless the collector fears they may be lost. In the 
case of delinquent taxes the taxpayer bears the 
expense of notice, advertisement, and sale. Tax- 
payers may point out the particular parcels of property 
to be sold, but the tax collector may seize movables 
without notice. 

Tax collectors, except the tax collector of the parish of Orleans, 
are paid by commissions of 5 per cent on all taxes and licenses for 
the first 175,000 collected; 2 per cent on the next $45,000; and 1 per 
cent on all amounts over $120,000 collected; provided that no one 
of them shall ever receive more than $8,000 per annum for the 
collection of all taxes. The tax collector of the parish of Orleans 
receives a straight salary of $5,000 per annum. Regular fees are 
charged for seizure and sale of property. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The constitutional poll tax of $1 is collected by the 
collectors of taxes and by them paid over to the parish 
for the maintenance of the public schools of the parish 
where collected. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There shall be levied solely for the support of the 
public schools, on all inheritances, legacies, and other 
donations causa mortis, to the direct descendants or 
ascendants of the decedent, a tax of 2 per cent, and 
on all dispositions to collateral relatives, or strangers, a 
tax of 5 per cent on the actual cash value. The tax 
is not imposed ; (1 ) On any inheritance, legacy, or dona- 
tion causa mortis to any ascendant or descendant of 
decedent below $10,000 in value; (2) on any legacy or 
other donation causa mortis to or in favor of any edu- 
cational, religious, or charitable institution; (3) when 
the property bequeathed or donated has borne its just 
proportion of taxes prior to the time of such donation. 
Interest at the rate of 2 per cent per month begins to 
run six months after the death of the decedent. This 
tax is collected as other state taxes, is remitted to the 
state treasurer, and by him disbursed to the different 
parishes for the benefit of the public schools therein. 

D. COKPOEATION TAXES. 

Certain corporations are specially taxed under the 
system of license taxes. (See particularly E. Manu- 
facturers, Banks, Insurance companies. Foreign cor- 
porations.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Manufacturers. — In 25 classes, according to gross annual receipts. 
The lowest class consists of those with receipts less than $25,000 per 
annum, for which the tax is $15, and the highest class consists of 
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those whose receipts are $10,000,000 or more, in which case the tax 
is $8,000. 

Banks.— In 14 classes, according to capital and surplus. The 
lowest class consists of those with a nominal capital and surplus of 
$50,000 or less, and the highest, of $5,000,000 or more. The rates 
range from $50 to $4,500. 

Private banks.— In 4 classes, according to capital invested. The 
lowest class consists of those whose capital is under $150,000, and 
the highest, of those whose capital is $500,000 or more. The rates 
range from $75 to $500. 

Factora, commission men, and brokers. — In 17 classes. The 
lowest class consists of those whose gross annual commissions are 
$5,000 or under; the highest, of those with commissions of over 
$250,000. The rates range from $25 to $1,750. 

Cotton and stock brokers, where the sales of cotton are made for 
future delivery and the sales of stocks are for either present or future 
dehvery. — License tax: When the number of contracts entered 
into is less than 500,000, 20 cents on each and every contract; on 
each and every contract over 500,000, 10 cents. 

Pawnbrokers. — ^With capital of $50,000 or more, $500; with capital 
of less than $50,000, $375. 

Money lenders and brokers. — In six classes: First class, capital, 
$250,000 or more, $3,000; second class, capital, $100,000 to $250,000, 
$2,000; third class, $75,000 to $100,000, $1,500; fourth class, $50,000 
to $75,000, $1,200; fifth class, $25,000 to $50,000, $600; sixth class, 
less than $25,000, $300. 

Itinerant agent selling stocks or bonds of any corporation to se- 
cure permission from secretary of state, upon payment of $1, en- 
titling him to secure from the sheriff of the parish a license to con- 
duct business in such parish upon payment of $5 per annum. 

Wholesale mercantile business. — In 16 classes. The lowest class 
consists of those whose gross sales are $250,000 or less, and the 
highest, of those whose gross sales are $7,000,000 or over. The rates 
range from $50 to $3,500. 

Betail mercantile business. — In 24 classes. The lowest class con- 
sists of those whose gross sales are $5,000 or less, and the highest, of 
those whose gross sales are $3,500,000 or over. The rates range from 
$5 to $3,500. 

Insurance companies. — (o) Life and accident companies, in 149 
classes, according to gross premiums received in the state. The 
lowest consists of those whose gross premiums are less than $30,000 
and the highest, of those whose gross premiums are $1,500,000 or 
more. The rates range from $120 to $9,000. (b) Fire, marine, and 
other insurance companies, in 30 classes, according to gross premi- 
ums received in the state. The lowest consists of those whose gross 
premiums are $15,000 or less, and the highest, of those whose gross 
premiums are $300,000 or more. The rates range from $150 to $4,500. 
Plate glass and steam boiler inspection insurance companies pay 
one-third of such rates. 

Life, accident, sick benefit, or physical disability insurance com- 
panies doing business on the fraternal plan shall be granted Ucense 
or renewal upon payment to the secretary of state the sum of $25. 

For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the state insurance 
rating board, and the expenses of the fire marshal of the state, a 
license tax of two-fifths of 1 per cent is levied on the business of 
each fire, tornado, and windstorm insurance company, in addition 
to the state license, on the total amount of its annual premiums 
(less return premiums and reinsurance in authorized companies). 

Property owners soliciting insurance on their own property from 
companies not authorized to do business in the state are required 
to pay a license fee of $20 to the secretary of state and an additional 
tax of 3 per cent on gross premiums (less return premiums). 

Transfer and express lines, except raih-oads running outside of 
cities and towns, tugboats, collection agencies, storage warehouses, 
and landings. — In 10 classes, according to gross annual receipts. 
The lowest consists of those whose gross receipts are under $25,000, 
and the highest, of those whose gross receipts are $500,000 or more. 
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The rates range from $30 to $400. Warehouses receiving Jess than 
$350 are exempt. 

Storage of sugar and molasses. — In 9 classes, according to gross 
annual receipts. The lowest consists of those whose gross receipts 
are less than $3,000, and the highest, of those whose gross receipts 
are $20,000 or more. The rates range from $75 to $1,000. 

Urban horse, steam, or electric railroads. — Three-eighths of 1 per 
cent of the annual gross receipts; but in cities of less than 50,000 
inhabitants, three classes: First class, gross receipts $25,000 or over, 
$100; second class, gross receipts over $3,000 and under $25,000, 
$50; third class, gross receipts $3,000 or less, $15. 

Debenture, redemption, loan, and investment companies. — In 10 
classes, according to gross receipts, the lowest consisting of those 
whose gross receipts are $10,000 or less; the highest of those whose 
gross receipts are $300,000 or more. The rates range from $75 to 
$3,000. 

Carrying on the business of gaslight, electric light, waterworks, 
shoot the chutes, miniature railroads, sawmills employing 10 or 
more hands, telegraphing (including local and district telegraph), 
telephoning, express company, cotton compress or ginnery, cotton 
pickery, slaughterhouse, distillery and rectifying alcoholic or malt 
liquors, brewing ale, beer, porter, or other malt liquors; manufac- 
turing tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes; refining sugar and molasses, or 
either of them; manufacturing cottonseed oil, oil cake, or cottonseed 
meal. — With certain exemptions, in 20 classes, according to gross 
annual receipts: The lowest consisting of those whose gross receipts 
are under $15,000, and the highest of those whose gross receipts are 
$2,500,000 or over. The rates range from $20 to $6,250. 

Theaters, opera houses, moving-picture exhibitions, etc. — In 13 
classes, according to the number of seats or space for seats: First 
class, 1,000 seats or more, $400; second class, 750 to 1,000 seats, $300; 
third class, 500 to 750 seats, $250; fourth class, 400 to 500 seats, $175 
fifth class, 300 to 400 seats, $100; sixth class, 200 to 300 seats, $75 
seventh class, 100 to 200 seats, $60 ; eighth class, seats less than 100, 
$50. In cities of from 10,000 to 50,000, two classes— (1) 500 
seats or over, $100; (2) less than 500 seats, $75. In towns under 
5,000, $10 per 1,000 inhabitants. For any place where cancan, 
codache, or similar female dancing or sensational performances are 
held — In citiesof 25,000 inhabitants or over, $5,000; in other cities, 
$2,500. 

Museums, menageries, circuses, traveling shows. — In 11 classes, 
according to number of attaches: The lowest is one person; the 
highest, 100 or over. The rates range from $30 to $500. 

Agents for railroad and steamship tickets. — ^Representing one com- 
pany, $25; two companies, $40; three or more companies, $50. 

Peddlers and hawkers, other than vendors of ice. — On foot, $50; 
on horseback, $60; one-horse vehicle, $75; two-horse vehicle, $100; 
water craft, $200; peddlers of poultry, eggs, vegetables, and fruit 
pay one-fifth of such graded license; no charge for vending own 
produce. 

Hotels and lodging houses. — In 10 classes, according to the num- 
ber of rooms: The lowest, 6 to 9 rooms (under 6 exempt); the high- 
est, 300 or more. The rates range from $40 to, $600. Lodging 
houses pay one-half, and boarding houses 60 per cent of rates of 
hotels. 

BilUard tables, etc., and bowling alleys, $10 for each table or 
alley. 

Soda water, mead, confections, etc. — In seven classes, according 
to gross sales : The lowest consists of those whose gross sales are less 
than $2,000, and the highest, of those whose gross sales are $10,000 
or more. The rates range from $5 to $50. 

Contractors, master builders, and mechanics. — In seven classes, 
based on gross annual receipts ranging from less than $10,000 to 
$500,000 or more, the rates ranging from $10 to $150. 

Agencies for steamboats, drays, trucks, cabs, livery stables, under- 
takers, toll bridges, ferries, stevedores, and billposters. — In 13 
classes based on gross annual receipts, the lowest amount being 
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less than $750 and the highest $20,000 or more, the rates ranging 
from $5 to $120. 

Physicians, attorneys at law, editors, dentists, oculists, photogra- 
phers, jewelers, etc., graded the same as in the preceding paragraph, 
with one-half those rates, but never less than $5. 

Ketail liquor.— When gross receipts are $50,000 or more, license 
$1,600; when between $40,000 and $50,000, license $1,400; when 
between $30,000 and $40,000, license $1,200; when between $20,000 
and $30,000, license $900; when between $10,000 and $20,000, 
license $600; when between $5,000 and $10,000, license $400; when 
less thaii $5,000, license $200. Only one-half of above licenses 
where beer or wine are sold exclusively. Minimum parish or mu- 
nicipal license $500; one-half for beer or wine. 

Wholesale dealers in malt liquors containing less than 2 per cent 
of alcohol (near beer), shall pay an aimual license tax, graduated as 
follows: First class, gross sales $10,000, $100; second class, gross 
sales $5,000 to $10,000, $75; third class, gross sales under $5,000, 
$50; retail dealer, first class, gross sales $5,000 or more, $100; second 
class, gross sales $2,000 to $5,000, $75; third class, gross sales less 
than $2,000, $50. 

Selling less than 5-gallon lots of alcohohc Uquora in comiection 
with the business of retail merchant, grocer, oyster houses, or con- 
fectionery, $100. 

Traveling vendors of stoves, lightning rods, clocks, $200; trading 
stamp companies, when gross receipts are more than $200,000, 
license $10,000; from $150,000 to $200,000, license $7,500; less than 
$100,000, license $5,000. 

Foreign corporations. — Banks, etc., 2^ per cent on gross profits of 
money loaned and exchanged, bought, or sold, but with a minimum 
of $1,000, but this minimum does not apply to those companies or 
corporations lending money, secured solely by mortgage on real 
estate; telegraph companies, $3 per $100 of gross receipts; telephone 
companies, $5 upon each $1,000 of gross receipts; electric light and 
power companies, business of renting motors, fans, and other 
electric appliances, $5 on each $1,000 of gross receipts; express 
companies, $10 on each $1,000 of gross earnings; sale of coal oil, 
petroleum, naphtha, benzine, turpentine, or other mineral oils, 
$7 per $1,000 of such sales; dealers in meats, cured, salted, smoked, 
or canned, $2 per $1,000 of proceeds. These licenses are payable 
at the principal place of business. 

Benevolent or fraternal societies, etc., who solicit membership 
from house to house — in four classes, according to gross annual col- 
lections: The lowest consists of those whose gross annual collections 
are $20,000 or less, and the highest, of those whose gross annual col- 
lections are $50,000 or more. The rates range from $150 to $375. 

Pistols, rifles, and cartridges. — ^Wholesale dealers, gross receipts, 
$10,000 or more, $50; $5,000 to $10,000, $35; under $5,000, $25. 
Retail dealers, gross receipts, $5,000 or more, $200; $2,500 to $5,000, 
$150; under $2,500, $100; provided the foregoing license shall not 
apply to .22 and .25 caliber rifles and .22 and .25 caliber rifle 
cartridges. 

Race tracks. — In cities of 100,000 or over, $2,500; in cities of 
50,000 to 100,000, $1,000; in cities of 25,000 to 50,000, $500; in cities 
of 10,000 to 25,000, $100; in cities of less than 10,000, $50. 

For the purpose of creating a state banking fund, every state bank- 
ing association, savings bank, and trust company shall be examined 
and assessed fees graded according to aggregate amount of the entire 
resources of each such corporation as follows: Gross assets $50,000 or 
less, $15; $50,000 to $100,000, $25; $100,000 to $250,000, $35; 
$250,000 to $500,000, $50; $500,000 to $750,000, $65; $750,000 to 
$1,000,000, $75; $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, $90; $2,000,000 to $3,000,000 
$100; $3,000,000 to $4,000,000, $150; $4,000,000 to $5,000,000, $175; 
$5,000,000 to $7,500,000, $200; $7,500,000 to $10,000,000, $250; 
$10,000,000 to $15,000,000, $300; $15,000,000 to $20,000,000, $350; 
$20,000,000 to $30,000,000, $400; over $30,000,000, $500; auditor of 
public accounts to collect same and place to credit of state banking 
fund. 

Annual license tax on the gross annual cutting or severing timber 
from the soil, cutting pine timber for saw logs, etc., three-fourths of 



1 cent per 1,000 feet log scale; hardwood timber, three-fourths of 1 
cent per 1,000 feet; cutting staves, 1 cent per hundred bolts; tele- 
phone and telegraph poles and piling, three-tenths of 1 cent for each 
pole and piling and 1 cent for each pile; extracting turpentine from 
standing trees, one-half of 1 cent each year for each cup or box. 

Seines and other devices for purpose of catching salt water shrimp — 
residents — 60 to 200 fathoms in length, license fee, $5; 200 to 300 
fathoms, $7.50; over 300 fathoms, for every additional 20 fathoms, 
$1; nonresidents, 60 to 200 fathoms, $50; over 200 fathoms, for each 
additional 20 fathoms, $5 . Proceeds to be turned into state treasury 
and placed to credit of board of commissioners for the protection of 
bird, game, and fish. License to be issued by said board. 

License to fish, seining, net 130 to 200 fathoms in length, $5; 200 
to 300 fathoms, $7.50; over 300 fathoms, an additional license fee 
of $1 for each 20 fathoms over 300 fathoms. 

Mining companies pay on gross annual output as follows: Oil, 
two-fifths of 1 cent per barrel; natural gas, one-fifth of 1 cent on 
each 10,000 cubic feet; sulphur, 2 cents per ton; salt, one-fifth of 1 
cent per ton. These moneys to be placed to credit of ' ' conservation 
fund." 

Hunting. — Residents hunting in their own parish outside li m its 
of wards in which domiciled pay a Kcense fee of 50 cents; $3 for a 
state-wide license; $15 for nonresident; $10 for persons hunting for 
profit. 

Wholesale buying or shipping of fresh water fish. — Residents, 
from less than 50 to more than 250 barrels the license ranges from $5 
to $30; nonresidents, from 50 to 250 barrels, license ranges from $15 
to $150. Vessels purchasing fresh water fish. — Tonnage less than 
5 tons, $10; more than 5 and not exceeding 15 tons, $15; over 15 
tons, $20. Buying and selling of diamond-backed terrapin. — Resi- 
dents, $25; nonresidents, $100. 

Dogs, notmore than $2 per head, the sum to be paid to the respec- 
tive school boards of the parish in which licenses and penalties are 
collected. 

Fees. — Examination to practice midwifery, $10. Physician — 
examination fee, $25; certificate fee, $1; fee for temporary permits, 
$10. 

Itinerant horse traders, $100 in each parish where doing business. 

Public auctioneers, license fee of $25 for benefit of public school 
fund. 

For purpose of supporting a "fire prevention bureau," the fire 
insurance companies doing business in the state are assessed a pro- 
portionate part of the expenses of maintaining such bureau. 

An honorably dischai'ged Confederate soldier may exercise any of 
the following privileges in the parish of his residence without pay- 
ment of the privilege tax or license: Auctioneer, barber, bicycle 
dealer, contractor, cotton weigher, magic lantern, feed stable, 
livery stable, lunch stand, restam-ant, peddler, news stand, or mer- 
chant when stock of goods does not exceed $1,000; provided such 
person does not own property in excess of $1,000. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Louisiana. 
Parish Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of its assess- 
ment and equalization are precisely the same for par- 
ish purposes as for state. 

2. Rate— 

Levied by the police juries, and not to exceed 10 
mills on the doUar for general purposes, including 
schools, except in the city of New Orleans and parish 
of Orleans. 
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3. Collection — 

Taxes for parishes are collected in precisely the same 
manner as state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no parish poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The inheritance tax is distributed to the parishes 
for the sole use of the public schools. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Corporation taxes take the form of license taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Parislies may levy licenses not to exceed those levied by the 
state; except that they are required to levy a license tax of not 
less than $500 on dealers in distilled, alcoholic or malt liquors, 
unless the sale of said liquor be prohibited by popular vote under 
the local option law; provided that for dealers in malt and vinous 
liquors exclusively the license tax shall be not more than one-half 
of that collected by the state and also that, where any municipality 
in a parish levies a liquor license equal in amount to the parish 
liquor license, the latter is not collectible. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base' — 

The property included and the methods of its assess- 
ment and equahzation are precisely the same as for 
state purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The mayor and board of aldermen of every city, 
town, and village shall have power to levy for general 
revenue purposes not to exceed 10 mills; special taxes 
for giving additional support to public schools, erect- 
ing and constructing public buildings, bridges, sewer- 
age work, etc. ; in aid of public improvement or rail- 
way enterprises not to exceed 5 mills in any one year 
not to exceed 10 years; and not to exceed 5 mills to 
pay interest on public bonds for a period not to exceed 
40 years. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes. 



B AND C. POLL TAXES AND THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Municipalities do not share in these taxes. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Levied as hcenses, which see. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Municipalities may levy the same licenses as the 

state, but the rates may not exceed the state rates; 

except they may levy any amount of hcense they 

choose over $500 against dealers in distilled, alcohohc 

or malt hquors, unless the sale of said Hquors be 

prohibited by popular vote under the local option 

law. 

School Revenues. 

The school funds consist of a tax of not less than 3 
mills on the dollar, collected by the police juries of 
the several parishes and boards of trustees and munici- 
pal councils of incorporated cities and .towns (the 
parish of Orleans excepted) ; the proceeds of the poll 
tax in each parish and of the inheritance tax, interest 
on pubhc funds and donations ; the local school taxes, 
and pubhc auctioneer's fee of $25; proceeds of dog 
tax; and fines derived from violation of game laws. 

Levee Districts. 

Laws for the government of levee districts authorize such districts 
to levy "local assessment or forced contributions " to aid in the con- 
struction and maintenance of levees within those districts. Some 
examples of these special assessments are as follows: (1) An acreage 
tax of 2J cents on all lands and $60 per mile for all railroads situated 
within the district; and (2) 25 cents per bale of cotton, 25 cents per 
thousand pounds of sugar, 7J cents per barrel of sirup, 5 cents per 
barrel of molasses, 1\ cents per sack of rough rice, and 1} cents on a 
barrel of esculents produced in such district on lands subject to 
taxation under the provision of the acts. The act establishing a 
levee district fixes these taxes. They vary widely among the 
different districts both in rates and in articles taxed. The assess- 
ment or contribution first mentioned is spoken of in state reports as 
"acreage tax," and the second as "cotton and produce tax." These 
taxes are collected by parish officials the same as all other state 
taxes, and by them are returned to the state treasurer, by whom 
they are treated as state revenues — in law the levee districts not 
being municipalities. 
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The general property tax is the chief feature of the 
revenue' system of Maine. It is supplemented by a 
poll tax, a franchise and excise tax on corporations, 
an inheritance tax, and by license fees. The adminis- 
tration of taxes lies with the towns and other divi- 

'This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, compiled by John Morrill, 
and submitted to the legislature, January 7, 1903. Portland, Me., 
1904. 

The Session Laws to 1911. 

Report of the Maine Tax Commission, 1908. Waterville, Me., 
Sentinel Publishing Co., 1908. 



sions of the local government, but, as the basis for the 
apportiomnent of state and county taxes, the assess- 
ments made locally are equalized once every two years 
by a state board. 

"Wild lands" situated in unincorporated places are 
valued by the board of state assessors and are subject 
to state and coynty taxes. In 1909 these wild lands 
were organized into a forestry district and a tax of 
IJ mills has since been levied by the state against the 
property in the district, to be used in protecting the 
forests from fire. 



100 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— MAINE. 



CONSTITUTION AT. PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 22. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of 
the people or their representatives in the legislature. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and 
estates, a general valuation shall be taken at least once in 10 years. 

Sec. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by au- 
thority, of this state, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, 
according to the just value thereof. 

Sec. 9. The legislature shall never in any manner suspend or sur- 
render the power of taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The town assessors, elected annually, as many as the town 
shall determine; the number is almost universally three; if the 
town fails to elect these officers, the selectmen shall act as assessors. 

Towns having a population of 6,000 or over may elect a board of 
assessors to serve for a term of three years, one assessor being 
elected each year. 

(2) The town tax collectors, elected aimually; the treasurer or 
the constable may be tax collector. 

(3) The board of state assessors, consisting of three members 
appointed by the governor for a term of six years, one being selected 
every two years. This board assesses " wild lands, ' ' has supervision 
over the local assessors, acts as a board of equalization, and adminis- 
ters the laws as to the taxation of corporations. 

The town assessors are required to report to the state board, annu- 
ally, under oath, the aggregate of polls, the land value, the valuation 
of buildings and all other improvements, and the valuation of each 
class of property assessed in their respective towns, also the total 
valuation and percentage of taxation, and itemized lists of property 
upon which the town has voted to affix a value for taxation purposes, 
and in default thereof the board of state assessors may, in its dis- 
cretion, report the valuation of the estates and property and lists 
of polls liable to taxation in the town so in default, as it shall deem 
just and equitable. 

State Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

The general property tax is, strictly speaking, a 
town or local tax, the state and county taxes being 
apportioned among the towns once every two years 
to be raised on polls and estates in such manner as 
the towns shall provide. But there are so many regu- 
lations limiting and prescribing the action of the 
assessors which are involved in the apportionment 
of the state taxes and designed to secure uniformity, 
that there is no serious impropriety, and a number of 
advantages, in describing the entire tax under state 
revenues. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real prop- 
erty within the state, all personal property of inhab- 
itants of the state, and all personal property of per- 
sons not inhabitants- of the state possessed or situated 
in the state are subject to taxation. 

(1) Keal estate, for purposes of taxation, includes all lands in 
the state, together with the water power, shore privileges and 



rights, forest and mineral deposits appertaining thereto, and all 
buildings erected on or affixed to the same. 

All townships and tracts of land, the fee of which passed from 
the state since the year 1850, and all interest in timber upon public 
lands derived by permits granted before the separation of Maine 
from Massachusetts; interest and improvements on land the fee of 
which is in the state, and interest by contract or otherwise in land 
exempt from taxation, are taxable. The buildings of every rail- 
road company, whether within or without the located right of way, 
and its lands and fixtures outside of its located right of way are 
subject to taxation as "nonresident land." Land mortgaged is 
taxed to the person in possession. The loan is not taxable to the 
mortgagee, and the land is considered as that of the mortgagor until 
the mortgagee takes possession. 

(2) Personal property, for purposes of taxation, includes all 
goods, chattels, money, and effects within the state or belonging 
to residents of the state; all vessels, at home or abroad; all obligations 
for money or other property; money at interest, and debts due in 
excess of those owed; all public stocks and securities; all shares in 
moneyed and other corporations within or without the state; all 
annuities payable to the person to be taxed when the capital of 
such annuity is not taxed in this state. 

Stock in manufacturing corporations and of real estate corpora- 
tions is not taxed, but the buildings, lands, and other property of 
the corporations are taxed to the corporations. Sailing vessels and 
barges other than steam barges, registered or enrolled under laws 
of the United States or any foreign government and owned wholly 
or partly by inhabitants of the state, are assessed at a value of $20 
a ton gross tonnage when new, and at $1 less for each year for seven- 
teen years; thereafter at $3. 

Vessels and barges rebuilt to the extent of 40 per cent or more of 
the original order, are taxed at the same rate as vessels of one-half 
their age; those rebuilt or repaired by expenditures of 25 per cent 
but less than 40 per cent of original cost, are taxed at the rate of 
vessels of five-eighths their age. This rule is not applicable to 
steam barges. 

(3) Exemptions. — The property of benevolent and charitable in- 
stitutions incorporated in Maine; personalty of all literary and 
scientific institutions together with such realty as is occupied for 
their own purposes or as residences of officers; the personalty of 
Indians; colleges, within certain limitations; household furniture 
to the value of $200; wearing apparel; farming utensils, mechanics' 
necessary tools, and musical instruments to the value of $50 per 
family; churches, cemeteries, parsonages to the value of $6,000, and 
personal property of religious associations to the value of $6,000; 
mules, horses, neat cattle, swine, and sheep, less than 6 months old; 
produce in hands of producer; estates of poor persons; the works of 
any water company which furnishes water for fires free of charge; 
planted forests for twenty years; mines of metal for ten years; all 
poultry and eggs; all bonds issued after February 1, 1909, by the 
state or any county, municipality, village corporation or water 
district therein; all loans of money made by any individual or 
corporation and secured by mortgage on real estate situated within 
the state. The general exemptions of public property apply in 
Maine except that municipal property to be exempt must be located 
within the public limits and confines of the municipal corporation. 

h. Assessment. — The assessment made up by the 
town assessors and equalized by the state board of 
assessors remains the basis of state and county taxes 
for two years. The assessment refers to the 1st of 
April. Personal property is assessed where the owner 
lives, with certain exceptions, as of property used in 
certain kinds of business, which is assessed where 
situated. 

Among personal property assessed where located are all portable 
sawmills, and logs to be manufactured by them, and lumber that 
has been manufactured by them. All personal property employed 
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in trade, in the erection of buildings or vessels, or in the mechanic 
arts shall be taxed in the town where so employed provided that 
the owner, servant, subcontractor, or agent so employing it occupies 
any store, storehouse, shop, mill, wharf, landing place, or shipyard 
therein, for the purpose of such employment. 

Personal property within the state, the owner being a nonresident 
of the state or being unknown, is taxed where located to the owner, if 
known, or to the possessor, if the owner is unknown. Exceptions 
are vessels built (other than pleasure vessels or boats), all vessels 
undergoing repair or in process of construction, and all hides which 
are sent into, being tanned within, and to be returned out of the 
state. 

Taxpayers are notified by general notice to bring in a list of their 
property and may be required to swear thereto. Failure to render 
a list bars all right to abatement and appeal unless the omission is 
explained and the list rendered at the time of seeking the abatement. 

' ' Wild lands " are assessed by the county commissioners for county 
taxation, and by the legislature, upon the recommendation of the 
board of state assessors, for state taxes ; timber and grass on reserved 
lands (i. e., public school fund lands) are taxed in the same way. 

The nature, amount, and value of the real and personal estate 
liable to taxation is determined by the assessor, from the lists 
furnished him by the taxpayers and from such other information 
as he may possess or secure. Beginning with 1911, the assessors 
are required to "estimate and record" separately the land value 
exclusive of buildings of each parcel of real estate. 

Debts owed may be deducted from debts due. 

Corporations, except certain classes which pay special or excise 
taxes in lieu of property taxes, are generally taxed in the same 
manner as individuals. 

Stocks of any bank or other corporation held by persons out of 
the state, except of manufacturing and real estate corporations, are 
assessed in the town in which the bank or corporation transacts its 
business. The town has a lien on the stocks and all dividends 
thereon until the tax and costs of collection are paid. Stocks of 
domestic and national banks are taxed to the owners where they 
reside, if residents of the state. (See state revenues, d, below.) 

c. Equalization. — The valuation of real and personal 
property on which the state and county taxes are 
apportioned and levied in each town and unorganized 
township is finally fixed by the board of state assessors, 
who constitute a state board of equalization. This 
equalization does not afl'ect the rolls as used for local 
taxation, it relates solely to the apportionment of state 
and county taxes. 

The assessors shall abate |5 from the tax of any 
inhabitant who constructs and keeps in repair duriag 
the year a watering trough beside the highway well 
supplied with water, if such trough be two feet or 
more above the level of the ground and easily accessible 
for horses and carriages, if in the opinion of the asses- 
sors such watering trough serves as a public conven- 
ience. Any town at its annual meeting may authorize 
its assessors to abate not exceeding $3 of the tax of 
any person upon proof that he has owned and used 
on the ways that year cart wheels having felloes not 
less than 6 inches wide. 

The state board makes an official visit to each county 
in the state at least once in every two years and per- 
sonally examines the town assessors. They equalize 
the assessment Ust of each town in accordance with 
the full market value of the property. There is no 
equalization, so called, between individuals; this is 



accomplished by abatements made by the assessors 
after the taxes have been levied. The applicant may 
appeal to the county commissioners or to the supreme 
judicial court of the county when an abatement is 
refused by the assessor. The state board may, within 
one year from the assessment, if justice requires, make 
an abatement of any state, county, or forestry district 
taxes. 

2. Bate— 

The rate for state purposes is determined each year 
on the basis of the amounts needed to meet the appro- 
priations made by the legislature, and the sum to be 
raised at such rate is apportioned among the several 
towns and "wild lands" properties by the board of 
state assessors, and such apportionment is ratified by 
the legislature. The treasurer of the state then sends 
warrants to the mayor and aldermen, selectmen, or 
assessors of each city, town, or plantation so taxed, 
requiring them forthwith to levy the sum apportioned 
to their town or place, and to commit their levy to 
the constable or collector for collection. 

A tax of IJ mills per dollar is assessed annually to 
support schools. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, except excise 
taxes and those on corporations and wild lands, are 
collected by the collectors or constables of the several 
towns and paid by them to the town treasurers who, 
upon demand made by warrant, remit the town's pro- 
portion of the state tax to the state treasurer. The 
state treasurer issues his warrants within the month 
prescribed specially by statute each year; when such 
state tax assessed against any city, town, or planta- 
tion remains unpaid, these delinquent subdivisions are 
precluded from drawing any school funds set apart 
for such city, town, or plantation so long as same 
remains unpaid, and, if the apportionments are un- 
paid 60 days after the time at which they become due, he 
may require the sheriff of the county to levy, by dis- 
tress and sale, upon the real and personal property of 
any of the inhabitants of the town. 

The collectors are subject to imprisonment for fail- 
ure to make the collections and if any person re- 
fuses to pay his tax, the collectors may distrain any 
of his goods and chattels, not exempt from debt, or, 
if for 12 days after demand, a person neglects or 
refuses to pay a tax, or to show sufficient goods and 
chattels to pay it, the officers may commit him to jaU. 
Persons imprisoned for nonpayment of taxes or officers 
for failure to collect taxes are treated as poor debtors. 

Liens to secure the payment of taxes on real estate 
attach as of April 1 , take precedence of all other claims 
and interest, and continue until the taxes are paid. 
Such liens may be enforced by action as for debt and 
the real estate may be attached and sold on execution 
issued in such action. 

If any tax assessed on real estate remains unpaid on 
the first Monday in February in the year succeeding 
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the year in which the tax was assessed, the collector 
may sell at public auction as much of the land as is 
necessary to pay the tax. 

There is no fixed penalty for dehnquency in taxes, 
but interest at 1 per cent per month may be added 
after the time fixed by towns for payment, if the town 
so votes. 

If, after the assessor has turned over his original 
assessment roll to the town collector, he desires to add 
other property to the roll, whether such property was 
omitted by mistake or otherwise, he may send to the 
collector a supplemental invoice and valuation. The 
collector is thereupon required to collect the supple- 
mental amounts, together with the original amounts, 
notwithstanding that by such supplement the whole 
amount may considerably exceed the sum to be as- 
sessed or alter the proportion of tax allowed by (local) 
law to be assessed on the polls. 

Warrants for state taxes on wild land plantations (i. e., munici- 
palities of small population and with limited municipal powers) 
are sent direct to the assessors thereof, and these taxes are levied 
together with the county and municipal taxes and are collected by 
the collectors elected by the plantations or appointed by the asses- 
sors. State taxes and county taxes on wild lands in unincorporated 
places and on timber and grass on reserved lands are paid directly 
to the state treasurer, after advertisement of the amount. Similar 
warrants are sent to the municipal officers of the organized planta- 
tions in the Maine forestry district. Owners of lands in unorganized 
townships are also liable to pay state, county, and forestry district 
taxes to the state treasurer upon demand made to the landowner or 
agent by letter at his usual post-office address. 

The timber and grass on the reserved lands shall be held to the 
state for the payment of such state, county, and forestry district 
taxes assessed against them with interest at the rate of 20 per cent a 
year. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

A poll tax is assessed upon every male inhabitant 
of the state above the age of 21 years, whether a citizen 
of the United States or an alien. Indians, persons un- 
der guardians, aged, infirm, bhnd, and poor persons. 
Civil War veterans, aU soldiers' and sailors receiving 
state pensions, students whose homes are outside the 
state, and soldiers of the United States are exempt. 

The poll tax is not to exceed $3 and is to be not less 
than $1. It is assessed on each taxable person in the 
place where he resides on April 1 . The assessors assess 
on taxable polls such pait of the whole sum to be raised 
for all state, county, town, plantation, parish, or so- 
ciety taxes as they deem expedient. The residue of 
such taxes is assessed on estates. In practice, there- 
fore, the poll tax accrues solely to the benefit of the 
towns. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property transferred by wQl, by the intestate 
laws of the state, bj allowance of a judge of probate 
to a widow or cbJld, by deed, grant, sale, or gift, ex- 
cept in cases of a bona fide purchase for fuU consid- 
eration in money or money's worth, made or intended 
to take effect in possession or enjoyment after the 



death of the grantor, to any person, in trust or other- 
wise, is subject to an inheritance tax for the use of the 
state. An exception is where the property is trans- 
ferred to or for the use of any educational, charitable, 
religious, or benevolent institution in the state, the 
property of which is by law exempt from taxation. 
The rate of the tax and exemptions are as follows: 

(1) Property of the value of $10,000 transferred to or for the use 
of a husband, wife, father, mother, child, adopted child, or adop- 
tive parent, and $500 transferred to other lineal ancestor, other 
lineal descendant, the wife or widow of a son or the husband of a 
daughter of a decedent is exempt from taxation. "When the prop- 
erty transferred exceeds in value the exemptions and does not 
exceed $50,000, the rate is 1 per cent; if in excess of $50,000 and 
not more than $100,000, IJ per cent, and above $100,000, 2 per cent. 

(2) Property of the value of $500 transferred to or for the use of 
a brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, or cousin of a decedent 
is exempt. The rate for persons of this class is, on property not to 
exceed $50,000, 4 per cent; more than $50,000 and not over $100,000, 
4J per cent; over $100,000, 5 per cent. 

(3) Property of the value of $500 transferred to or for the use of 
any others than the above is exempt. Rate, property not exceed- 
ing $50,000, 5 per cent; over $50,000 and not more thaa $100,000, 6 
per cent; above $100,000, 7 per cent. 

Property of a deceased resident of Maine which 
is subject to inheritance taxation in another state is 
not taxable in Maine, provided such tax has been 
paid, unless the rate in the other state is less than 
that in Maine, in which case it is taxable in Maine, 
at the excess of the above Maine rates over the other 
rates. Likewise property of a nonresident decedent 
which is within the jurisdiction of the state at the 
time of death, if such property is subject to inherit- 
ance taxation in the state wherein deceased resided, 
is taxable in Maine only at the excess, if any, of the 
Maine rates over the rates in the other state. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are, in general, subject to the general 
property tax for state and local purposes. 

Domestic corporations pay an annual franchise tax 
at the following rates: 

If authorized capital is less than §50,000, S5; §50,000 to $200,000, 
$10; $200,000 to $500,000, $50; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $75; and on 
each additional $1,000,000 or fraction thereof, $50. 

Railroads pay an annual excise tax based upon the gross receipts 
from transportation. The tax is assessed by the state board of as- 
sessors upon the basis of returns made to the railroad commission. 
Gross receipts are defined as the average receipts per mile for the 
entire system multiplied by the number of miles in the state. The 
rates are: On gross receipts less than $1,500 per mile, one-half of 1 
per cent; on gross receipts from $1,500 to $1,900 per mile, three- 
fourths of 1 per cent; and for each additional $400 or part thereof, 
one-fourth of 1 per cent additional up to 5 J per cent; but in case of 
railroads operated exclusively for freight the maximum rate is 3 per 
cent. 

The tax is not entirely a state tax, as each city or town in which 
any stock in the railroads is held is entitled to an amount equal to 
1 per cent on the value of such stock as determined by the state 
board of assessors; provided, the total receipts from this source are 
sufficient to cover such payments. The tax is payable in two 
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instalments, one-half on July 1 and one-half on October 1, and is 
collected by the state treasurer. The "excise tax," together with 
the municipal tax on all buildings and on land and fixtures outside 
the right of way, are in lieu of all other taxes on the property or the 
capital stock. 

Street railroads are taxable as other raiboads, but the rates are: 
On average gross receipts of $1,000 per mile or less, one-fourth of 

1 per cent, and for every increase of |1,000 per mile or part thereof, 
one-fourth of 1 per cent additional, provided that the rate shall in 
no case exceed 4 per cent. 

Sleeping car and other car companies charging extra fares pay an 
excise tax of 6 per cent of the gross receipts from business done 
wholly within the state in lieu of all other taxes on cars and equip- 
ment. 

Telegraph and telephone companies are required to pay into the 
state treasury an annual excise tax on gross receipts collected within 
the state at the following rates: When the gross receipts exceed 
$1,000 and do not exceed $5,000, IJ per cent; when the gross receipts 
exceed $5,000 and do not exceed $10,000, IJ per cent; when the 
gross receipts exceed $10,000 and do not exceed $20,000, If per cent; 
when the gross receipts exceed $20,000 and do not exceed $40,000, 

2 per cent; and for each additional $20,000, one-fourth of 1 per cent 
up to a maximum of 6 per cent. The tax must be paid by Septem- 
ber 1 and is a lien on the property and franchises. Each town in 
which any stockholder or partner resides receives from the amount 
paid into the state treasury an amount equal to 1 per cent of the value 
of the stock or shares there held as determined by the board of state 
assessors, but the total so paid over must not exceed the receipts of 
the state. For telephone companies this tax is in lieu of all other 
taxes except those on real estate and on personal property not essen- 
tial to the business, wliich are taxed as property generally is taxed. 

Telegraph companies pay an ad valorem tax of 2J per cent on all 
property located within the state. This tax is assessed by the state 
assessors by May 1 annually, and is due on September 1. Payment 
is made into the state treasury. This tax is in place of all state or 
municipal taxation on any of the telegraph property or on any of 
the shares of the telegraph corporations or associations. 

Express companies pay an excise tax of 4 per cent of the gross 
receipts of business done in the state for the year ending April 1. 
Business done in the state includes a proportional part of all express 
coming into or going put of the state, but not goods in transit through 
the state. This tax must be paid by September 1 and is in place of 
all local taxation, except that real estate owned by such corporations 
is taxed in the municipality where situated. 

Domestic life insurance companies are taxed at the rate of 2 per 
cent upon all premiums received from residents of the state after 
deducting all dividends paid to' policyholders in the state. They 
also pay a tax of one-half of 1 per cent a y-ear on the surplus after 
deducting the value of the real estate in this state, which is t^xed 
by the municipality in which it is situated. 

All other insurance companies, surety companies, and credit and 
title insurance companies pay an annual tax upon all premiums 
received .on contracts made in the state, at the rate of IJ per cent a 
year. The tax is computed on the net amount of premiums actually 
received. Foreign insurance companies must pay the same tax as 
their home state imposes on Maine insurance companies doing 
business there if greater than the above. 

Exempt from this tax are premiums or assessments on policies 
issued on farm property. 

Insurance agents may be licensed by the insurance commissioner 
to write insiu:ance for foreign companies not authorized to do busi- 
ness in the state if the agent submits an afiidavit that he is unable 
to procure in companies authorized to do business in the state the 
amount of insurance necessary to protect any given property. 
Agents thus licensed pay 2 per cent, of the gross premiums of the 
preceding year less return premiums for that year. 

If one insures property with an unauthorized company and the 
insurance is not written by a special authorized agent as above, then 
the insured must return to the insurance commissioner a statement 



under oath of the entire transaction and pay to the treasurer a tax 
of 5 per cent of the cost of indemnity or of the gross premium. 

Savings banks incorporated in the state are taxed upon their sev- 
eral franchises, assessed by the board of state assessors. From the 
average amount of deposits, reserve fund, and undivided profits 
there is deducted an amount equal to the value of the United States 
bonds, all bonds issued after February 1, 1909, by the state of Maine, 
or any county, municipality, village corporation, or water district 
therein, the shares of corporation stocks, such as are by the law 
of this state free from taxation to the stockholders, and the assessed 
value of the real estate owned by the bank and two-fifths of the value 
of such other assets as are invested in the state. The difference is 
considered the value of the franchise. Upon the value of the fran- 
chises so ascertained the board of state assessors assesses an annual 
tax of five-eighths of 1 per cent. One-half shall be assessed on or 
before the 15th of June and one-half on or before the 15th of Decem- 
ber, and payable semiannually within 10 days after said dates. All 
deposits in savings banks are exempt from municipal taxation to the 
bank or to the depositor, but real estate owned by the bank and 
not held as collateral security may be taxed by the town in which 
it is located. Half the proceeds of the savings bank tax goes into 
the school fund. 

Loan and building associations pay a tax of one-fourth of 1 per 
cent a year on the amount of the monthly capital dues paid in by 
stockholders. It is assessed and payable semiannually. Capital 
dues are excluded from municipal taxation to the corporation or to 
the shareholder, but real estate not held as collateral security is 
taxable by the town in which it is located. 

The outstanding loans of these associations other than loans made 
on the security of real estate of shares of the association are reported 
twice yearly to the board of state assessors. The association pays 
each year one-half of 1 per cent on the average of the semiannual 
amounts so returned. 

Branches or agencies of foreign banking companies not national 
pay a tax of three-fourths of 1 per cent a year on the amount of busi- 
ness done in the state. This is computed by taking the daily aver- 
age for each month of a six months' period of all moneys outstanding 
upon loans and employed in the business and then dividing the 
aggregate of such monthly averages by the number of months cov- 
ered. The tax so ascertained is paid to the state treasurer semi- 
annually. 

Every domestic trust and banking company pays a tax of one- 
half of 1 per cent on the average amount of interest and time deposits 
ascertained by six months' periods. The value of United States 
bonds and shares of stocks free from taxation to stockholders is 
deducted. One-haU is appropriated to the common schools. 

All such deposits are exfcluded from municipal taxation to the 
company or the depositor. 

In case any corporation fails to make returns required, the board 
of state assessors may make such assessment as it thinks just. Cor- 
poration taxes, with interest at 10 per cent, may be recovered in an 
action of debt in the name of the state. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following taxes are annual unless otherwise 
stated: 

Itinerant vendors, $25, collected by the secretary of state ; resident 
guides, $1; nonresident guides, $20, to commissioners of inland fish- 
eries and game. Undertakers, $1 for registration, $5 for examina- 
tion; dentists, $20 for examination; physicians and surgeons, $10 
for examination; goods sold at auction for benefit of parties residing 
out of the state, 2J per cent of gross sales; restaurants and hotels, $1; 
bowling alleys, bilHard tables, etc., $10; auctioneers, $2; automo- 
biles and other motor vehicles pay a license ranging from $3 to $15, 
depending on the horsepower; hawkers and peddlers, in towns of 
of not over 1,000 inhabitants, $3; for towns of from 1,000 to 2,000 
inhabitants, $6; for every 1,000 over 2,000 inhabitants, $2; in no 
case over $20. To hunt deer, $5; unnaturalized foreign-born resi- 
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dent to hunt game and birds, $15, to commissioners of inland fish- 
eries and game; keepers of sporting camps and hunters, $5; private 
detectives, |50. Dogs — clerks of towns issue licenses and receive 
fees "which are to be paid into the state treasury — 11.15 for each 
male, $5.15 for each fertile female; for kennel licenses, $10.15, 10 
dogs or less; $20.15, excess of 10 dogs. This fund is used by the 
state for the reimbursement of amoimt paid by towns for damages 
by dogs and the remainder is credited to towns upon their state tax. 

To secretary of state. — For certificate under seal of state, $1; filing 
certificate of trade-mark, $3; filing certificate of incorporation, $5; 
fiUng certificate of insurance company, $20; certificate of increase 
of capital stock of insurance company, $10; filing articles of incor- 
poration — domestic corporations generally — capital stock not ex- 
ceeding $10,000, $10; $10,000 to, $500,000, $50; over $500,000, $50 
and $10 for each $100,000; certain public service corporations, 
capital stock not exceeding $5,000, $25; $5,000 to $10,000, $50; 
$10,000 to $50,000, $100; $50,000 to $100,000, $200; over $100,000, 
$200 and $75 additional for each $100,000 in excess of $100,000. 

To attorney general. — For certificate of approval, $5. 

To bank examiner. — Licenses to foreign banking company, $20. 

To treasurer of state. — Certificate, $5. 

To insurance commissioner. — Certificate, $20. 

To steamboat inspectors. — For each inspection, $5. 

State board of examiners of imdertakers and embahners. — Exami- 
nation fee, $5; issuing or renewing license, $1; reviving and renew- 
ing, $2. 

Maine Agricultural Experiment Station. — Analysis fee for com- 
mercial fertilizer, $10. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Maine. 
County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for the county 
taxes as for the state. 

2. Rate — 

In order to assess a county tax, county commis- 
sioners prepare estimates of expenses for one year and 
also for the succeeding year, and the county tax for 
both years is granted by the legislature. The com- 
missioners then apportion the tax among the towns 
within the county according to the last state valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is the same as for the state taxes. 

B. POLL taxes. 
See State poU taxes. 

C, D, AND E. THE INHERITANCE TAX, CORPORATION 
TAXES, AND BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

There is no inheritance tax, neither are there any 
special corporation taxes or business taxes, licenses, 
and fees for county purposes. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and equalization have been described under 



State revenues. The estates of residents of islands 
where there are no roads may be exempt from the 
highway tax. 

2. Rate— 

The sum to be assessed must be fixed by vote at the 
town meeting and is assessed on estates according to 
their value. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made in the same manner as has been 
described under state -taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The town assessors assess on taxable polls such part 
of the whole sum of state and county taxes to be raised 
as they deem expedient. (See State poU taxes.) 

C. THE inheritance TAX. 

The inheritance tax is strictly a state tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

For the way in which cities and towns participate in 
the special taxes on corporations, see state revenues, d. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

&unicipal officers may license for such amounts as they think 
proper, pubUc exhibitions, places of amusement, cinematograph 
machines, and street lunch wagons. 

Itinerant vendors pay on their stock at the last town tax rate; 
auctioneers, $2 per annum; auction sales, 2J per cent of the gross 
amount; bowling alleys and billiard rooms, $10 per annum; wharves 
and fish weirs, $5 per annum; employment agencies, $1 per annum; 
merry-go-rounds, not over $50 per annum; taxidermists, $5 per an- 
num; milk vendors, SI per annum; pubUc carriages, tax varies; 
employment agencies, $20 per annum. 

School Revenues. 

The town is the unit of administration of the com- 
mon schools, aU schools in the town being in charge of 
one general committee which has control over the 
expenditure of all school funds, both those raised 
locally and those distributed by the state. The state 
fund consists of a "miU tax" of 1^ mills and a further 
tax of 1^ miUs for support of common schools. The 
former is distributed according to number of pupils 
of school age, while the latter is distributed | mill 
according to number of pupils and 1 mill according 
to the valuation of taxable property. The revenue 
from general property taxes is supplemented by 
one-half the proceeds of the savings bank and trust 
company taxes, the "mill tax" of 1^ mills, the in- 
terest at 6 per cent on the permanent fund (consti- 
tuted from sales of school lands and other fimds), and 
one-half the penalties for unlawfully employing children 
in each municipaHty. 

Towns maintaining a general industrial school for' 
36 weeks, with an average attendance of 20 pupils, 
shall be reimbursed by the state in a sum equal to 
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two-thirds of the amount spent for instruction in said 
school, but not more than $2,000 shall be so paid to 
any one town in any year. 

Every town which raises for the support of common 
schools 4 mills or more on its valuation as fixed by the 
state assessors shall receive the following year from 
the school equalization fund a sum equal to 10 per cent 
of its apportionment of the state school funds for the 
preceding year. 

An annual appropriation is made out of the state 
school funds of $20,000 for distribution through the 
equalization fund by the treasurer of state. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

A number of new registration fees were authorized, principal 
among them being an examination and registration fee of $25 for 
public accountants. 



A "Blue Sky" law for the regulation of investment companies 
and providing for the various fees, etc., was enacted. 

A registration fee for manufacturers or dealers in fungicides or 
insecticides, not consisting exclusively of organic matter, of $10; a 
registration fee of |10 for each brand of fertilizer sold. 

Fees for the increase of capital stock of certain public-service 
corporations were changed as follows: From $5,000 to $10,000, $25; 
$10,000 to $50,000, $50; $50,000 to $100,000, $100; over $100,000, 
$100 and $75 on every $100,000 or fraction thereof in excess. 

Foreign mutual insurance companies transacting factory and mill 
insurance only pay 2 per cent on their gross earnings in lieu of all 
other taxes. The rate for insuring with unauthorized companies 
was changed from 5 to 2 J per cent of the premiums paid. Repre- 
sentatives of inter-insurers are required to pay an annual fee of $20 
for certificate of authority. 

Numerous additions to and changes in license fees were made 
in regard to fish and game laws. 

The ad valorem tax of 2J per cent on the property of telegraph 
companies was repealed. 



MARYLAND.! 



The revenue system of Maryland consists of, first, 
the general property tax, which is distinguished by the 
endeavor to reach all classes of property, and notably 
by the taxation of intangible evidences of debt, such 
as the capital stock of corporations, bonds, pubUc debt, 
notes, claims, and certificates of indebtedness of indi- 
viduals or firms; second, an extensive system of Hcense 
taxes; third, a group of special corporation taxes, 
notably upon gross receipts; fourth, an inheritance 
tax; and, fifth, a tax on commissions of ofiicers, exec- 
utors, etc. 

Railroad property is taxed for county and city 
purposes like the property of individuals, but is 
exempted from state taxes other than that upon gross 
receipts. Railroad stock is not taxed. There is gen- 
erally no tax upon personal property of corporations 
taxed on their capital stock. 

Poll taxes are forbidden by the constitution. 

Special provisions for the several counties and cities 
are contained in a code of public local laws, which are 
not herein treated. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

That no aid, charge, tax, burthen, or fees ought to be rated, or 
levied, under any pretense, without the consent of the legislature. 

ARTICLE XV. 

That the levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, 
and ought to be prohibited; that paupers ought not to be assessed 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Maryland Code, Public General Laws, codified by J. P. Poe; 
King Bros., Baltimore, 1904. 

The Maryland Code, Public Local Laws, adopted by the general 
assembly March 18, 1888: Baltimore, 1888. (See Appendix to the 
Code of 1904 of General Laws.) 

Session Laws of the General Assembly, 1888 to 1912. 

Some assistance was derived from Taxation in Maryland, by 
Thomas Sewall Adams. Johns Hopkins University Studies in 
Historical and Political Science, Vol. XVIII: Baltimore, 1900. 

Report of the commission for the revision of the taxation system 
of the state of Maryland and city of Baltimore, 1913. 



for the support of the government; but every person in the state, or 
person holding property therein, ought to contribute his proportion 
of public taxes for the support of the government, according t« his 
actual worth in real or personal property; yet fines, duties, or taxes 
may properly or justly be imposed, or laid with a political view for 
the good government and benefit of the community. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE ni. 

Sec. 33. The general assembly shall not pass local or special laws 
in any of the following cases : * * * For extending the time for 
the collection of taxes. 

Sec 34. No debt shall be hereafter contracted by the general 
assembly unless such debt shall be authorized by law providing for 
the collection of an annual tax or taxes sufficient to pay the interest 
on such debt as it falls due, and also to discharge the principal 
thereof within 15 years from the time of contracting the same. * * *. 

Sec. 51. The personal property of residents of this state shall be 
subject to taxation in the county or city where the resident bona 
fide resides for the greater part of the year for which the tax may or 
shall be levied and not elsewhere, except goods and chattels per- 
manently located, which shall be taxed in the city or county where 
they are so located, but the general assembly may by law provide for 
the taxation of mortgages upon the property in this state and the 
debts secured thereby in the county or city where such property 
is situated. 

OFFICERS. 

The ofiicers most directly concerned with taxa- 
tion are: 

(1) Assessors at large, appointed by the governor, two for each 
assessment district of the county. 

(2) District assessors, appointed by the county commissioners, one 
for each election district. 

(3) County board of control and review, composed of the boards of 
county commissioners of the several counties. 

(4) Boards of control and review in Baltimore, appointed by the 
governor for groups of wards. 

(5) Appeal tax court of Baltimore city — three persons appointed 
annually by the mayor and city council. 

(6) County collectors, appointed by the county commissioners. 

(7) State tax commissioner, appointed by the governor, the 
comptroller, and the treasurer, or a majority of them, for a term of 
four years. 
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State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
of every kind, nature, and description within the state, 
except as specially exempted, is subject to assessment 
for state, comity, and municipal taxation. 

(1) and (2) There is no definition or classification of real or 
personal property for purposes of taxation. Certain subjects are 
specially enumerated. 

All certificates of indebtedness issued by any state, county, 
public corporation, or foreign country are subject to taxation; also 
all bonds of any state or corporation belonging to residents, and all 
investments in private securities, except that certificates and evi- 
dences of debt of the state of Maryland shall not be taxed. 

Corporations are taxed upon real estate, and the stock and 
bonds of the corporation; there is generally no tax on personal 
property of domestic corporations except in the case of corporations 
not taxable on their stock; where there is no capital stock, the 
property and assets of the company, real and personal, are subject 
to assessment. Personal property of foreign corporations is taxable. 

The property, real and personal, of railroad companies is subject 
to assessment only for county and municipal purposes. 

All bonds or certificates of indebtedness bearing interest issued 
by any railroad or other corporation of the state, held by residents 
and secured by mortgage on property wholly within this state, are 
taxed to the owners. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Judgments 
rendered by courts of record or justices of the peace; churches, with 
furniture and parsonages; cemeteries; crops in the hands of the 
producer; provisions and fuel for the use and consumption of the 
family; working tools of nlechanics and artisans; the first |300 
■worth of farming implements; wearing apparel; fish in the posses- 
sion of fishermen; hospitals; asylums; charitable and benevolent 
institutions; libraries; educational and literary institutions; the 
personal property of corporations having capital stock divided into 
shares which are subject to taxation in this state ; the shares of stock 
of railroad companies subject to taxation upon their gross receipts 
within the state, and to county and municipal taxation upon their 
real and personal property in the counties and cities of the state; 
the book accounts of merchants taxed on the fair average value of 
goods, wares, and merchandise in stock; real property purchased by 
survivors of the late war for erection of monuments and parks, up 
to 15 acres; and persons assessed for less than $100. Household 
goods to value of 1300 when the owner is not assessed for any other 
property, in Baltimore city and Baltimore County. Manufacturing 
plants and machinery, exempt from local taxation for the purpose 
of encouraging new industries in Baltimore city, town of Hagers- 
town, Anne Arundel County, and Harford County. 

6. Assessment. — The counties are divided into 
assessment districts, which are composed of the elec- 
tion districts. In assessing the property in each 
election district the assessors at large act with the 
assessor of the election district. The assessors require 
of the taxpayers under oath a schedule of real and 
personal property, with the value thereof. Failure to 
furnish a schedule is penalized by doubling the taxes 
for the first year. False return is punishable as per- 
jury by a fine of $500 or by two years' imprisonment. 

Property is to be valued at its full cash value and 
not as at forced sale value. Reassessment only occurs 
by special act of the legislature authorizing same, 



although an annual adjustment of values is provided 
for. The last general assessment was made in 1910. 
The appeal tax court of the city of Baltimore has 
powers to assess all property therein and to make a 
general revision of all property at least once in every 
five years. 

All interest in ships or other vessels is assessed to the owner at 
place of residence. 

Banks, state and national, and other incorporated institutions, 
corporations, and joint-stock companies are assessed locally on their 
real estate. 

Shares of stock in domestic corporations owned by residents and 
nonresidents are assessed for taxation and the taxes collected from 
the corporation, which may charge them to the account of the share- 
holders. The revenue laws treat the stockholders as the owners of 
so much property, to be estimated by the actual value of the stock. 
The capital stock of the corporation is the representation of its 
property. The state does not tax both the capital stock and the 
property represented by it. The valuation is made by the state tax 
commissioner on the basis of reports from the corporation. (Shares 
of stock in domestic or foreign steam railroad companies liable to 
the state gross-receipts tax and to local property taxes, are exempt 
from all taxation.) 

The taxable value of shares of stock is ascertained by the state tax 
commissioner by deducting from the aggregate value of the shares 
of the banks, corporations, or joint-stock companies the assessed 
value of their real estate and dividing the remainder by the number 
of shares. 

The state tax commissioner is required to certify to the county 
commissioners of the county where any shareholders reside, the 
number of shares held by residents, the net value per share, and the 
aggregate amount. Shares held by nonresidents are taxable for 
county and mimicipal purposes where the bank or company is 
situated. 

Foreign and domestic corporations, except those paying a gross- 
receipts tax, doing business in the state are taxed upon their real 
and personal property located in this state and in addition thereto 
are required to pay a franchise tax of $25 on $50,000 capital stock 
up to $500,000, in no case less than $25; more than $500,000 
and not more than $5,000,000, an additional amount equal to one- 
fortieth of 1 per cent on the excess, and if over $5,000,000 an addi- 
tional charge of $30 for every million dollars over $5,000,000. 

The shares of stock of foreign corporations in the hands of a Mary- 
land owner are also subjected (provided dividends are paid on 
such stock) to the full amount of state taxation and to a 30 cent rate 
for county or municipal taxes. 

All bonds or other evidences of debt issued by any corporation, 
public or private, foreign or domestic (except the state of Maryland), 
are to be assessed at their actual value in the market and taxed at 
the same rate as foreign stock (supra). 

Stock loans of the city of Baltimore, the capital stock and bonds, 
certificates or other evidences of debt, interest bearing, issued by 
incorporated companies of the state are to be assessed for state taxes. 

Certificates of indebtedness issued by any individual or firm are 
to be assessed at the regular rate for state purposes and the 30 cent 
rate for local purposes. 

Failure to list bonds, notes, claims, or other evidences of debt is 
penalized by forbidding action at law or equity thereon until the 
tax is paid, with an addition of 50 per cent per annum where there 
is an intention to evade the taxes. 

Mortgagors are assessed for real estate at its actual value, without 
regard to the mortgage lien. (See Business Taxes and Licenses 
under County Revenues.) Covenants for the mortgagor to pay the 
taxes on the mortgage debt are unlawful. (This does not apply to 
mortgages made before March, 1896.) 

Distilled spirits are assessed as personal property. Beport is to be 
made on January 1 to the state tax commissioner, who fixes the 
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value. Where the distiller is a corporation, the spirits are treated 
as distinct from the capital stock. The valuation is transmitted to 
the counties for local taxation. 

c. Equalization. — The several boards of county com- 
missioners acting as boards of contxol and review, and 
the same boards in Baltimore city, hear appeals from 
the assessments and may abate, lessen, or increase 
the valuations returned, assess omitted property, and 
correct the returns. Their proceedings are supervised 
by the state tax commissioner. 

2. Rate— 

The county commissioners of the several counties 
and the mayor and city council of Baltimore are 
directed by the legislature at each session to levy the 
taxes for the various funds. The state rate in 1912 
was 23 i cents. 

The comptroller of the treasury bvies the same 
state taxes on shares of capital stock of all banks, 
incorporated institutions, and companies of the state. 

A tax of 1 cent on the $100 valuation is levied 
annually for the maintenance and repair of state roads. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county collectors, who 
are compensated by a percentage of the amount of 
their collections. If taxes are paid by the 1st day of 
September of the year in which they are levied, a 
deduction of 5 per cent may be made; if paid before 
October 1, there is a deduction of 4 per cent; if paid 
before November 1, one of 3 per cent. All state, 
county, and municipal taxes are liens on the real 
estate of the taxpayer from the time of levy, and are 
considered in arrears on the 1st day of January and 
bear interest at 6 per cent. Collection may be 
enforced by distraint of personalty or sale of realty. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no poll taxes, as they are forbidden by 
the constitution. 

C. THE INHEKITANCE TAX. 

All estates, real and personal, passing from any 
person who may die seized and possessed thereof, or 
by transfer intended to take effect after the death of 
the donor, other than to the father, mother, husband, 
wife, child, or lineal descendant of the decedent are 
subject to a tax of 5 per cent on every $100 of clear 
value. Estates valued at less than $500 are exempt. 

After all fees and commissions are paid the proceeds 
of this tax are paid into the state treasury for the use 
of the state. The commission of the register of wills, 
through whom the tax is paid to the state, is 12^ per 
cent of the tax, and that of his clerk 2J per cent. 

The tax is a lien on the property for 4 years and 
must be paid to the register of wills within 13 months 
of the granting of letters of administration. No dis- 
count or interest is specifically provided for. 



D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

The line of demarcation between the special corpora- 
tion taxes and the general property tax is not so clear 
in Maryland as in most other states. The tax on the 
capital stock of corporations has been treated under 
the general property tax, because it seemed to be 
a substitute for the taxation of the stock to the 
stockholders, but that classification is somewhat 
arbitrary. The taxes on corporations that savor less 
of the general property tax are : The bonus on capital 
stock — a tax which is closely analogous to the fees for 
incorporation charged in most of the other states; the 
franchise tax on corporations; the tax on gross 
receipts of various corporations; and the taxes on 
insurance companies. 

Bonus on capital stock. — Every corporation incorporated under 
any general or special law of the state, except cemetery companies, 
companies for purely benevolent and charitable purposes, railroad 
companies, and building and homestead associations, is required to 
pay to the state treasurer a bonus of one-eighth of 1 per cent on the 
authorized capital stock. The bonus on the original capital is due 
upon incorporation and on the increase upon the recording of the 
certificate. 

The franchise tax on savings banks. — Every savings bank is 
required to pay annually a franchise tax to the amount of one-fourth 
of 1 per cent on the total deposits. Three-fourths of the tax goes to 
the county where the bank is located and one-fourth to the state. 
The real property of the bank is liable to assessment, but not the 
deposits. Failure to make reports, or the making of false reports, 
subjects the officer of the bank to indictment and fine. 

The tax on gross receipts. — A franchise tax of 2 per cent per an- 
num is levied upon the gross receipts of all telephone and oil pipe- 
line companies, and all guaranty and fidehty title insurance com- 
panies; a tax of 1 per cent upon the annual gross receipts of electric 
Ught companies; IJ per cent of gross receipts of electric, construc- 
tion and gas companies; and IJ per cent for a foreign guano, phos- 
phate, or fertilizer company. The gross receipts tax on corpora- ' 
tions is due on July 1. There are like penalties for failure to pay 
and make report as on railroads. Associations, partnerships, and 
individuals engaged in these lines of business are subject to the 
gross receipts tax. Parlor, palace, and sleeping car companies, 
telegraph or cable, express or transportation, safe deposit, and trust 
companies, are taxed at the rate of 2^ per cent upon the total gross 
receipts from business done in the state. Failure to pay for 60 days 
subjects the company to a penalty of 10 per cent. 

Franchise tax on railroads. — Railroads, other than street rail- 
roads, are taxed for state purposes upon their gross earnings, in Ueu 
of any other state tax on property or capital stock. But railroads 
other than the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad pay county and munici- 
pal taxes on real and personal property . The rate of tax is graduated 
according to the gross earnings per mile of line: IJ per cent on the 
first $1,000 per mile; 2 per cent on the first $1,000 to $2,000 per mile; 
2J per cent on the earnings above $2,000 per mile. The Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad by special contract pays one-half of 1 per cent 
on its gross earnings in the state. Raihoads whose lines are located 
partly within and partly without the state are taxed on such por- 
tion of the entire gross receipts as the length of their lines in the 
state bears to the total length of their hnes wherever located. The 
tax is payable July 1, annually. Failure to make report of gross 
earnings subjects the responsible officer of the corporation to 
forfeiture of $500 to the state. Default of payment for one month 
is penalized 5 per cent. 

Taxes on insurance companies. — Foreign life insurance companies 
pay an annual license tax of $300. All other foreign insurance com- 
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panies, $100. In addition, foreign fire, marine, and inland insur- 
ance companiea pay a tax of 2 per cent on the amount of premiums 
collected in the state, and life and casualty companies at the rate 
of IJ per cent. 

All persons obtaining insurance from fire, lightning, or tornado 
insurance companies which are not Ucensed to do business in the 
state, pay a tax of 5 per cent of the premium money on such policies 
to the insurance commissioner, and a further fee of $1 to the com- 
missioner for making record of such policy. When it can be shown 
the insurance can not be secured from companiea authorized to 
transact business in the state the tax on premiums is not required. 

Domestic insurance companies pay a gross receipts tax. 

Fraternal benefit associations pay an annual license tax of ?25, 
also a general property tax on real and personal property owned by 
them. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Some taxes teclinically or legally defined as "license 
taxes" have been included under corporation taxes, 
above. 

Licenses generally are issued by county officials and 
cover the territory of one county, but the revenue from 
the following accrues to the state treasury. The 
hcenses are annual unless otherwise stated: 

Insurance brokers, state, |100; insurance brokers, county, 125; 
telegraph and express companies, ?300; billiards or pool, first table, 
$10; each additional table, $5 (cities and towns may impose a fur- 
ther tax). Brokers — exchange, $100; real estate, $25; bill brokers, 
$50; grain, etc., in Baltimore, $30; pawnbrokers, $100; shipping 
brokers, $50; shipping brokers, for runners, $50. Hawkers and 
peddlers — on foot, $100; with horse and vehicle, $150; with two 
horses and vehicle, $200. Ordinary keepers — rate of rent or annual 
value, 1100 or less, $25; $100 to $200, $40; $200 to $300, $50; $300 
to $400, $60; $400 to $500, $75; $500 to $750, $90; $750 to $1,000, 
$100; $1,000 to 52,000, $150; $2,000 to 83,000, $180; $3,000 to $5,000, 
$250; $5,000 to $10,000, $400; over $10,000, $450; this carries the 
right to sell liquors in quantities less than 1 pint. Shows and 
theatrical exhibitions, $30 per year, $1 per show; animals and curi- 
osities, $15. Baltimore: theatrical exhibitions, $3 per night; ven- 
triloquists, sleight of hand performers, etc., $10 per week; circus, 
$3 per night; animals or curios, $10 per week. Stalhon or jackass, 
highest sum of the season, at least $10 for one mare; this payment 
exempts from all other state tax; gypsies, $50 for each county; this 
revenue goes into county treasury. Horse races in Baltimore 
County, $10 a day for 6 days and $250 for each day thereafter. 
License for taking fish from Chesapeake Bay, $1.25. Motor vehicles, 
10 horsepower or less, $5; 10 to 20 horsepower, $10; 20 to 30 horse- 
power, $15; 30 to 40 horsepower, $20; more than 40 horsepower, $25; 
motor trucks, $3; motorcycles, $1.80. Dealers in motor vehicles, 
$24; dealers in motorcycles, $10; manufacturers' fiat rate, $100; 
chauffer Ucense, $5; to operate a motor vehicle, $2; to operate a 
motorcycle, $1; plumbers' license, $1; petty loan broker, $50. 
Auctioneer in Baltimore County, residents of county, $10; resi- 
dents of state, $25; nonresidents, $50. Dogs, unless taxed by 
municipal ordinance, not less than $1 for males and $2 tor females — 
one male, however, is free to each householder, except in Talbot 
and Harford Counties, where the rate is $1, male or female. 
Traders — persons other than growers, makers, or manufacturers 
offering for sale goods, wares, and merchandise where stock in 
trade is less than $1,000, $12; $1,000 to $1,500, $15; $1,500 to $2,500, 
$18; $2,500 to $4,000, $22; $4,000 to $6,000, $30; $6,000 to $8,000, 
$40; $8,000 to $10,000, $50; $10,000 to $15,000, $65; $15,000 to 
$20,000, $80; $20,000 to $30,000, $100; $30,000 to $40,000, $125; 
over $40,000, $150. Milliners, female, stock less than $500, $6. 
Cigarettes, $10. Retail of liquors— stock not over $500, $18; $500 to 



$1,000, $35; $1,000 to $2,000, $50; $2,000 to $4,000, $75; $4,000 to 
$6,000, 1100; $6,000 to $10,000, '$120; $10,000 to $20,000, $130; 
$20,000 to $30,000, $140; over $30,000, $150. Sale of hquor at fish- 
eries, $6; sale of Kquor at horse races, $4; oyster or eating houses, 
$50; oyster dredge or scoop from $1.90 to $2.85, graded according 
to weight of boat. 

Commissions. — ^Judges of circuit courts, $50; judges of superior 
court, court of common pleas, of circuit court No. 2 of Baltimore, 
the Baltimore city and criminal courts, $50; sheriff of Baltimore 
city, $300; sheriff of Baltimore County, $100; sheriffs of other 
counties, $20 to $100; judge of orphans' court, Baltimore, $50; 
judge of orphans' court, several counties, $10; justice of peace and 
constable, $2; tobacco inspectors, $50; weighers of Uve stock, $50; 
weighers of grain, $10; notaries public, Baltimore, $20; clerks of 
court, $200; register of wills, Baltibmore, $200; register of wills, 
other counties, $30 to $150. 

All commissions allowed to executors or administrators by the 
orphans' courts of the state are subject to a tax of one-tenth part of 
the sum so allowed. The orphans ' court in fixing the commissions 
is to make no allowance for the tax. 

Insurance. — Filing copy of charter (with insurance commissioner), 
$25; filing annual statement, $25; certificate of authority (foreign), 
$10; certificate of authority to agents, $2; abstract, annual state- 
ment, $2; every copy of paper filed in insurance department, 20 
cents a folio; affixing official seal to paper, $1; for valmng life poli- 
cies, $30 per million or fraction thereof. Issuing license for insur- 
ance broker, $1. 

By bank commission. — Examination of banks having $50,000 or 
less assets, $20; more than $50,000 and up to $150,000, $30; more 
than $150,000 and up to $250,000, $40; more than $250,000 and up 
to $500,000, $50; more than $500,000 and up to $1,000,000, $60; 
more than $1,000,000 and up to $3,000,000, $75; more than 
$3,000,000 and "up to $6,000,000, $100; more than $6,000,000 and up 
to $10,000,000, $150; more than $10,000,000 and up to $15,- 
000,000, $200; more than $15,000,000 and up to $25,000,000, $250; 
more than $25,000,000 and up to $40,000,000, $300; more than 
$40,000,000, $400. 

Articles of association of savings institutions and trust companies 
$10 for filing. 

Notaries public are required to pay to the state one-half of their 
fees derived from protests. These fees are 5 cents for each protest, 
mailed or deUvered. Undertakers, fee for examination, $20; 
registration, $5. Pharmacist, fee and certificate, $15; assistant 
pharmacist, $10; plumbers' registration fee, $3; renewal, $1. Mid- 
wifery examination, $5. 

Inspection of tobacco. — For one or two breaks, per hogshead, $1; 
for full stayed, per hogshead, $2; for reinspecting and redrawing 
all kinds except Marylalid tobacco, $1 each hogshead; and for aU 
outage the charge shall be $2 for every hogshead not exceeding 
1,100 pounds and 12^ cents additional on every 100 pounds over 
1,100 pounds. The excess receipts, after the expenses of inspection 
are paid, are turned over to the state comptroller. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Maryland. 
County Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are in general the same as 
for state taxation, except that railroad property, like 
that of individuals, is to be taxed for county and city 
purposes. By special acts of the general assembly the 
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county commissioners, to encourage certain industries, 
may exempt certain property from county taxation. 

The valuation of tlie rolling stock of railroads is to be divided by 
the state tax commissioner among the counties (and the city of Bal- 
timore) in proportion to the mileage of railroads located therein. 
The real estate is assessed like that of individuals. Shares of stock 
in railroad companies are not taxed. 

2. Rate — 

The tax is levied by the county commissioners 
according to the special provisions for each county. 

The board of county commissioners may levy not to exceed 5 cents 
on $100 valuation for free public libraries in the county. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as that for state 
taxes. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 

TAXES. 

There are no county poll, inheritance, or special 
corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

County licenses are provided for in the Code of Pub- 
lic Local Laws for each separate county, but on 
account of their diversity have not been compiled. 

Each person employed on a boat engaged in catching oysters with 
rakes or tongs for sale is required to pay a license fee of 13.50. The 
license is issued by the clerk of the circuit court in each county. 
Two-thirds of the license money is turned over to the school com- 
missioners for the use of the public schools of the county and one- 
third goes to the comptroller of the treasury to be credited to the 
oyster fund. 

License for oyster boat. — Boats used for catching oysters, $2.85 for 
every gross ton boat shall measure, payable to the comptroller. 
"When license is issued by the county clerk of the circuit court for 
the county, license is |2.85 per gross ton, except for boats less than 
5 tons gross measurement, when hcense shall be $8 per boat. An 
additional charge is made of 50 cents per laborer employed on the 
boat for a period of three months. One-third of the revenue goes 
to the state and two-thirds to the county. 

Special tax on mortgages. — In four counties all mortgagees hold- 
ing mortgages on real estate and recorded are required annually to 
pay a tax of 8 per cent upon the gross amount of interest covenanted 
to be paid by the mortgagor. In the remaining counties and Bal- 
timore city the mortgage tax has been repealed. 



Dogs, unless taxed by municipal ordinance, not less than $1 lor 
males and $2 for females — one male free to each householder — 
except in Talbot and Harford Counties, where rate is $1 male or 
female. (Net revenue accredited to school fund of the respective 
counties.) 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

All municipal taxes are levied upon the property as 
assessed for state and county taxes, in conformity with 
the general laws relating to revenue and taxes and 
with the pubhc local laws applicable to the several 
counties and cities. Railroad property is subject to 
municipal taxation. 

2. Bate — 

The rate is determined by the mayor and city coun- 
cil under the local laws. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as that for 
county taxes. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 
TAXES. 

There are no municipal poll, inheritance, or special 
corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Municipal liquor licenses and licenses on hawkers and peddlers 
and other lines of business are governed by local laws applicable to 
the several counties and municipalities. Oyster measurer in 
Baltimore pays a license tee of $5 per annum. (See Code of Public 
Local Laws, 1888, and Appendix in Code of Pubhc General Laws, 
1904.) 

School Revenues. 

For the support of free public schools a state tax of 
16 J- cents on each $100 of taxable property was levied 
in 1912 and the proceeds distributed to the several 
counties according to their school population. The 
county commissioners are authorized to levy an addi- 
tional tax sufficient to maintain the free pubhc schools 
of the county. 

The income from the state school fund (of 1839) and 
the revenues from the dog taxes and from certain fines 
and licenses also go to the support of schools. 
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The general property tax is used in Massachusetts 
for both state and local purposes. It is the main 
dependence of the local governments, but the state 
government draws very heavily upon other sources as 
well. Peculiar features of the system are the Hsting of 
polls along with property and of certain incomes as if 
property, and the apportioning of county and state 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Revised Laws, with supplement of 1908. 
Session Laws, to 1913. _ 

Laws relating to taxation, 1912, compiled by the state' tax com- 
missioner. 



taxes on both thereof, as weU as on real and personal 
property among the towns and cities. The assess- 
ment of real and personal property, including in- 
comes, and of polls and the general administration 
of this tax are mainly matters of local administration. 
The state levies, through the agencies of the towns and 
cities, a so-called direct state tax (usuaUy expressed in 
round numbers — in 1911 it was $5,500,000; in 1912, 
$6,250,000), apportioned among them on the basis of 
the local valuations and enumerations of polls roughly 
equalized. 
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The general corporation tax, or so-called general 
franchise tax, administered largely by state officials, is 
a distinguishing feature of the Massachusetts system. 
This tax and certain special corporation taxes yield a 
large proportion of the state revenue. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
Part the Second. Chapter I. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. And further, full power and authority are hereby given 
and granted to the said general court * * * to impose and levy 
proportional and reasonable assessments, rates, and taxes upon all 
the inhabitants of, and persons resident and estates lying within, 
the said commonwealth; and also to impose and levy reasonable 
duties and excises upon any produce, goods, wares, merchandise, 
and commodities whatsoever, brought into, produced, manufac- 
tured, or being within the same. * * * 

And while the public charges of government, or any part thereof, 
shall be assessed on polls and estates, in the manner that haa hitherto 
been practiced, in order that such assessments may be made with 
equality, there shall be a valuation of estates within the common- 
wealth, taken anew once in every 10 years at least, and as much 
oftener as the general court shall order. 

ARTICLE XLI. 

Amendment. Provides that the general court shall prescribe 
methods of taxation of wild or forest lands. 

Part the First. 

article x. 

Each individual of the society has a right to be protected by it in 
the enjoyment of his Ufe, liberty, and property, according to stand- 
ing laws. He is obliged, consequently, to contribute his share to 
the expense of this protection; to give his personal service or an 
equivalent, when necessary; but no part of the property of any 
individual can, with justice, be taken from him, or applied to 
public uses, without his consent, or that of the representative body 
of the people * * *. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

No subsidy, charge, tax, import, or duties ought to be established, 
fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext whatsoever, without the 
consent of the people or their representatives in the legislature. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The town assessors, three or more in each town, elected at the 
annual town meeting, for terms varying from one to three years. 
The selectmen may be made the assessors, or they may so act if 
none are elected by the town. If the selectmen fail to act, the 
county commission may appoint. 

(2) Assessors in cities. — Such assessors, usually three in number, 
but sometimes one and sometimes nine, are in some cities appointed 
by the mayor, in some elected by the council, and in others elected 
by the people. 

(3) The town collectors of taxes, one or more in each town, elected 
annually in town meeting. The town may at any meeting appoint 
the town treasurer tax collector. The constables act as tax col- 
lectors unless other persons are appointed as such. 

(4) Collectors in cities, usually one in each city, elected for terms 
fixed by the charters. 



(5) The state tax commissioner, who is also the commissioner of 
corporations, appointed by the governor, with the advice and con- 
sent of the council, tor a term of three years. 

(6) Three supervisors of assessors, appointed by the tax commis- 
sioner, with the advice and consent of the governor and council. 

State Revenues. 
a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property,, 
real and personal, situated within the commonwealth, 
and all personal property of the inhabitants located 
without the commonwealth (except merchandise, ma- 
chinery, and animals), unless expressly exempted by 
law, is subject to taxation. 

(1) Real estate, for the purpose of taxation, includes not only all 
land, but also all things affixed thereto. The mortgagee's interest- 
in the land is taxable as real estate. 

(2) Personal estate, for purposes of taxation, includes: (a) Goods, 
chattels, money, and effects; (6) ships and vessels at homo or 
abroad, except such as are specifically exempted; (c) money at- 
interest and other debts due the persons to be taxed over and above 
what they are indebted or pay interest for; debts secured by mort- 
gages on taxable real estate are not included in such taxable debts, 
and may not be used to reduce the amount of taxable debts due; (d) 
stocks and bonds, public and other; but shares in corporations char- 
tered by the commonwealth are not taxable to the holder, taxation 
being secured by the general franchise tax; (c) income from an an- 
nuity, and so much of the income of a profession, trade, or employ- 
ment as exceeds $2,000 a year; but no income is taxable if derived 
from property subject to taxation. Under this provision incomes' 
from professions and salaries are taxable, and it has been held that- 
incomes from trade being derived from skill and management as 
well as from the use of capital taxed are taxable. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation, in addition to public property, 
are: The personal property of literary, benevolent, charitable, and 
scientific institutions, and of temperance societies incorporated in 
the commonwealth and the real estate owned and occupied by 
them, but such property is not exempt if the income is divided 
among the stockholders or members; the real and personal estate of 
incorporated agricultural societies and horticultural societies; the 
real and personal estate of any Grand Army or veteran association 
incorporated in the commonwealth to the extent of $20,000 if used 
and occupied by posts of the Grand Army; the Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment; houses of religious worship and the pews and furniture; 
cemeteries, tombs, and rights of burial; the property to the amount 
of $500 of a widow, of an unmarried woman over 21 years of age, of a 
person over 75 years of age, or of a minor whose father is deceased, 
provided that the whole estate, real and personal, of such persons 
does not exceed in value $1,000, exclusive of property otherwise ex- 
empt by law; polls of aged, infirm, and poor when deemed unable- 
to fully contribute ; the wearing apparel and farming utensils of every 
person, his household furniture not exceeding $1,000 in value, and 
the necessary tools of a mechanic not exceeding $300 in value;, 
the property of soldiers and sailors who served in the Civil War and 
were honorably discharged, their wives and widows, to the amount 
of $1,000 where the whole estate does not exceed $5,000; plantations 
of chestnut, hickory, white ash, white oak, and other trees, where 
the land is devoted exclusively to the growth of the trees, for 10^ 
years after the trees reach 2 feet; ships and vessels engaged in the 
foreign carrying trade are exempt, but the interest therein is 
taxed one-third of 1 per cent; the capital stock, corporate franchises, 
and personal property of cooperative banks; mules, horses, and 
neat cattle less than 1 year old; swine and sheep less than 6 
months old, and domestic fowls not exceeding $15 in value; state, 
bonds issued since January 1, 1906. 
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h. Assessment. — A striking feature connected with 
the assessment is the unusual and extraordinary- 
powers conferred upon the assessors, who not only 
make the valuations and list the polls and estates but 
make the final tax levy, or, as it is called in the stat- 
utes, "assess the taxes," by which is meant that they 
apportion among the various polls and estates as val- 
ued by them the amount of taxes authorized to be 
raised in their town or city for town or city, county, 
and state purposes. They also "commit the tax Ust 
with their warrants to the collector of taxes," and 
may even grant "abatements," or reductions, in taxes 
to individuals after the tax bills are made out. They 
thus perform the functions and have the powers of 
assessors, auditors, equahzers, local boards of review, 
and local boards of appeal with respect to taxation; 
but an appeal from the arbitrary exercise of these 
powers lies to the county commissioners, or to the 
Superior Court of the county. 

Under the statutes the assessors publish a notice requiring the 
inhabitants of each town or city to bring in sworn "true lists" of 
all their property, but there is no machinery or penalty for com- 
pelling the inhabitants to obey this requirement. Should anyone 
do so, he is entitled to have his list "received as true," except as to 
valuations, but most property is listed by the assessors "according 
to their best information." 

The assessment refers to the 1st day of April, and valuations are 
to be at the fair cash value. 

Property exempted from taxation is also listed and valued for 
purposes of statistical information. 

Real estate is listed annually, mortgages being treated as an 
interest in real estate and listed in the place where the real estate 
lies, and personal property is also assessed annually and in the city 
or town of which the owner is a resident, except stock in trade and 
machinery employed in other places, which is assessed where it is 
located. There are a few other exceptions based upon the status of 
the property in respect to ownership, etc. 

A mortgagee in possession of land is assessed as sole 
owner thereof. If the mortgagee has only an interest in 
the land, he is assessed on such interest; the tax on 
such property is assessed to the mortgagor less such 
interest. 

The tax commissioner has large supervisory powers. 
He advises and instructs assessors in the performance 
of their duties. 

c. Equalization. — Strictly speaking, there is no pro- 
vision for local equaUzation. Taxpayers overassessed 
may obtain redress either from the assessors, the 
county commissioners, or the superior court. But 
there is no machinery designed to raise the assessments 
which may be below the fair cash value, except to call 
the assessors to account for nonperformance of duties. 

The following section seems to imply a system of 
state equahzation, but it should be observed that it 
operates on the apportionment or share of state and 
of county taxes to each city or town and not upon the 
valuations, and operates only triennially. 

The tax commissioner shall, before the 1st day of January in 
the year 1904 and before the 1st day of January in every third 



year thereafter, prepare and report in print to the general court, 
within the first week of its then next succeeding session, an 
equalization and apportionment upon the several cities and 
towns, of the number of polls, the amount of property, and the 
proportion of every $1,000 of state or county tax, including polls 
at one-tenth of a mill each, which should be assessed upon each 
city and town. 

2. Rate— 

The aggregate amount of state and county taxes to 
be raised is fixed by the legislature at each session. 
Each town or city is required to raise its quota for 
state and county purposes by a levy on poUs and es- 
tates. Once every three years the tax commissioner 
determines what proportion of the whole each town or 
city is to pay. The assessors in the towns then deter- 
mine the rates by apportionment upon the property 
subject to taxation. 

There is thus no state rate as such. 

3. Collection — 

All taxes are collected by the tax collectors, and are 
payable on demand by him. If they remain unpaid 
for 14 days after demand and notice, they may be 
collected by distress and sale and in certain cases by 
arrest and imprisonment. 

Taxes on land become a lien on April 1 . 

B. POLL TAXES. 

A poll tax of $2 is assessed on every male inhab- 
itant of the commonwealth above 20 years of age. 
Civil War veterans are exempt. This tax is paid into 
the municipal treasuries as part of the fund out of 
which the state's share of taxes is drawn. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

AH property within the jurisdiction of the com- 
monwealth, corporeal or incorporeal, and any interest 
therein, belonging to inhabitants of the common- 
wealth, and all real estate in the commonwealth be- 
longing to noninhabitants, which shall pass by will, 
or by the laws regulating intestate succession, or by 
deed, grant or gift (except cases of bona fide purchase 
for full consideration in money or money's worth) 
intended to take effect in possession or enjoyment 
after the death of the grantor, to any person, abso- 
lutely or in trust, except to or for the use of charitable, 
educational, or religious societies or institutions (the 
property of which is exempt from taxation by the 
laws of the state) or to or for the use of a city or town 
within the commonwealth for public purposes, is 
subject to a tax for the use of the commonwealth. 

Property passing to the husband, wife, lineal ancestor, lineal 
descendant, adopted child, lineal descendant of an adopted child, 
the adoptive parent or lineal ancestor of an adoptive parent, the 
wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of a decedent, 
is subject to a tax of 1 per cent of its value if such value does not 
exceed $50,000; 2 per cent if its value exceeds $50,000 and does not 
exceed $250,000; 3 per cent if its value exceeds $250,000 and does 
not exceed $1,000,000; and 4 per cent if its value exceeds $1,000,000. 



112 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— MASSACHUSETTS. 



Property passing to the brother, sister, nephew, or niece of a de- 
cedent is subject to a tax of 2 per cent if its value does not exceed 
$10,000; 3 per cent if its value exceeds $10,000 and does not exceed 
$25,000; 5 per cent if its value exceeds $25,000 and does not ex- 
ceed $50,000; 6 per cent if its value exceeds $50,000 and does not 
exceed $250,000; 7 per cent if its value exceeds $250,000 and does 
not exceed $1,000,000; 8 per cent if its value exceeds $1,000,000. 

Property passing to any other person or body is subject to a tax 
of 5 per cent if its value does not exceed $50,000; 6 per cent if its 
value exceeds $50,000 and does not exceed $250,000; 7 per cent if 
its value exceeds $250,000 and does not exceed $1,000,000; and 8 
per cent if its value exceeds $1,000,000. 

No distributive share or gift is subject to tax unless its value ex- 
ceeds $1,000, and in the case of a husband, wife, father, mother, 
child, adopted child, adoptive father, or adoptive mother of the 
deceased $10,000; and no tax is exacted which reduces the prop- 
erty below the amount of the above exemptions. 

Property of a resident situated outside of the com- 
monwealth at the time of his death is not taxable if 
legally subject in another state or country to a tax of 
like character and amount as here imposed and such 
tax is paid; if the tax in another state or country is 
of less amount than here imposed, such property is 
taxable to the extent of the difference. Property of 
a nonresident within the commonwealth, if subject to 
an inheritance tax in the state or country of his resi- 
dence, is subject only to such portion of the tax here 
imposed as may be in excess of such tax in the other 
state, provided, however, that a like exemption is 
made by the laws of such other state or country in 
favor of estates of citizens of this commonwealth; 
but no such exemption shall be allowed until such 
tax shall have been actually paid or guaranteed. 

The tax is generally assessed upon the actual value 
of the property at the time of the death of the dece- 
dent, and the value on which the tax is computed is 
determined by the tax commissioner. Parties inter- 
ested can have three disinterested appraisers ap- 
pointed by the probate court to determine the actual 
value, and their decision is final. This tax with the 
interest thereon attaches as a lien to the property and 
is collected by the treasurer of the commonwealth. 
Administrators pay the tax before the property is 
dehvered. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Corporations are taxed by the state upon all those 
elements of their wealth which can not be reached 
with comparative ease and certainty by th« local 
assessors. But the state retains for its own use only 
that portion of the taxes so raised which would not, 
under the general principles determining the situs of 
property, naturally belong to some one of the towns 
and cities, and therefore turns back to the towns a 
considerable part of that which is collected. 

The general corporation tax is also known aa a general franchise 
tax or a tax on the corporate excess. It is administered by the 
state tax commissioner. He ascertains the market value of the 
shares of the capital stock of each corporation, which is denomi- 
nated the value of the corporate franchise. From this amount are 
deducted certain items locally taxed and certain items regarded 



aa lying beyond the jurisdiction of the state. The balance ia as- 
sessed aa the "corporate excesa," and the corporations pay the tax 
directly into the state treasury. 

The deductions allowed in the case of all corporations are: Real 
estate and machinery taxed by towns and cities in Massachusetts; 
the value of aecuritiea which, if owned by a natural person, would 
not be subject to taxation; and the value of property situated out- 
side of the state and subject to taxation elsewhere; in the case of a 
railroad, telegraph, or street railway company, domestic or foreign, 
so much of the value of its capital stock as is proportional to the 
length of that part of its line, if any, outside the state; and also 
the value of its works, structures, real estate, machinery, under- 
ground conduits, wires, and pipes, subject to local taxation 
within the state; in case of a domestic telephone company the 
value of all stock in other corporations in this or other states, 
already taxed, and in the case of foreign telephone companies, aa 
much of its capital stock as is proportional to the number of tele- 
phones owned or controlled by it outside the state. In case of a 
telephone company, foreign or domestic, the valueof its works, 
structures, real estate, machinery, underground conduits, wires, 
and pipes, subject to local taxation in the state. 

The rate of taxation levied upon the corporate excess of domes- 
tic corporations is determined by the commissioner, who ascertains 
the total amount raised by taxation other than on polls, in all the 
different towns and cities, ancl divides that by the total valuation 
of property as returned by the assessors to determine the annual 
rate. The average of the three preceding annual rates so deter- 
mined is the corporate rate. The tax shall not exceed a tax levied 
at such rate upon an amount, less said deductions, 20 per cent in 
excess of the value of the real estate, machinery, merchandise, 
and taxable securities; the total amount of tax to be paid by each 
corporation locally on its corporate franchise shall amount to not 
less than one-tenth of 1 per cent of the market value of the capital 
stock. 

When the tax commissioner has received notice of an abatement 
of the taxes of any corporation, he assesses such corporation a cor- 
responding additional franchise tax. 

The amount raised by the tax on corporate excess is distributed 
in part to towns and cities in proportion to the number of shares 
held by citizens thereof in each town. The remainder, which rep- 
resents the tax on shares of stock held outside the state, remains 
in the state treasury. In the case of foreign telegraph companies 
the shareholders are not aought out and the state takes the entire 
tax. 

The following cases are departures from the general 
rule already laid down, either in the direction of special 
procedure or of additional taxes imposed: 

Shares of stock in banks, national or state, are assessed locally to 
the owners and not by the state tax conunissioner. The bank ad- 
vances the tax. The revenue obtained is distributed among the 
towns and cities where the shareholders reside, and the state receives 
as its share that levied on the shares of foreign stockholders. 

Savings banks, savings departments of trust companies, and also 
the Massachusetts Hospital Insurance Co., are taxed on their de- 
posits, less certain specified investments at the rate of one-half of 1 
per cent per annum, payable semiannually, which is computed 
upon the average deposits for each six months, except that the rate 
for savings deposits of trust companies for 1912 was three-eighths of 1 
per cent. The tax on savings bank deposits is in lieu of all other 
taxes. Cooperative banks are taxed locally on their real estate 
only. 

Life insurance companies, domestic and foreign, pay an excise tax 
of one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum upon the net value of all poli- 
cies in force and held by residents of the commonwealth. Domestic 
insurance companies other than life and except companies liable 
to taxation on corporate franchise pay 1 per cent on net premiums 
except premiums received in other states where they are subject 
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to a like tax, and 1 per cent on all assessments made by the company 
upon policyholders. All other foreign insurance companies pay 2 
per cent on net premiums charged or received in Massachusetts. 

There is a retaliatory tax on insurance companies of every class 
organized in states which tax Massachusetts companies more 
heavily, and an additional tax of 4 per cent on companies chartered 
outside of the United States if they fail to keep on deposit in the 
United States proper security for losses. If such company has 
approved securities on deposit of the value of $200,000, the rate is 

2 per cent. 

Domestic trust companies are taxable on the personal property 
held ia trust, which would be liable to taxation if held by any 
other trustee, and this tax is treated in the same manner as that on 
corporate excess. 

Street railway companies whose lines are partly within and partly 
without the state, which have paid dividends from the beginning 
aggregating 6 per cent per annum, are required to pay a tax equal 
to the excess over 8 per cent in any dividend declared over that 
amount. 

Street railroads generally pay an excise tax in each town on that 
proportion of their gross receipts which corresponds to the miles of 
track in each town or city. The rates are: Gross receipts, $4,000 or 
less per mUe, 1 per cent; $4,000 to $7,000 per mile, 2 per cent; $7,000 
to $14,000 per mile, 2^ per cent; $14,000 to $21,000 per mUe, 2J per 
cent; $21,000 to $28,000 per mile, 2f percent; over $28,000 per mile, 

3 per cent. These taxes are in addition to others provided by law 
and are devoted to the care of the streets. The rates are subject to 
revision. Every foreign corporation shall pay an annual excise 
tax of one-fiftieth of 1 per cent of the par value of its authorized 
stock, but the tax shall not in any one year exceed $2,000. Express 
companies are required to make an annual statement of their 
property to the tax commissioner, who levies an excise tax upon 
the fair cash value of such proportion of their capital, bonds, and 
unfunded debt after deducting the value of their real estate and 
other property taxed locally as their gross earnings in the com- 
monwealth bear to their total gross earnings, and the rate is deter- 
mined the same as in the case of domestic corporations. 

Domestic corporations owning an interest in vessels engaged in 
foreign carrying trade are taxed one-third of 1 per cent on the value 
of such interest. This value, as determined by the tax commis- 
sioner, is deducted from the value of the shares of said corporation 
for the purpose of determining the true value of its corporate 
franchise. 

Gas and electric light companies have to bear the expense of the 
board of gas and electric light commissioners and the cost of in- 
spection of gas meters. Railroads bear the expense of the railroad 
commission and the costs of inquests on travelers kiHed. Tele- 
graph and telephone companies are assessed for the expenses of the 
highway commission. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The commonwealth receives one-fourth of the local 
liquor licenses. (See Municipal Revenues.) 

Itinerant vendors pay to the secretary of the commonwealth a 
license fee of $25 for one year; peddler's license, state, $50 per 
annum. For entering name of city or cities on limited licenses the 
secretary of the commonwealth receives $1 for each city. 

Coal and coke dealers, not exceeding $1 annijally. 

Hunters' licenses. — AU'ens, $15; nonresidents, $10; residents, $1. 

For conducting loan agency, minimum, $100. 

Highway commission. — Automobile licenses. — Motorcycles, $2; 
dealer in motorcycles (exclusive of automobiles), $10; commer- 
cial motor vehicles, $5; motor vehicles, less than 20 horsepower, 
$5; 20 horsepower and less than 30, $10; 30 horsepower and 
less than 40, $15; 40 horsepower and less than 50, $20; 50 horse- 
power and over, $25; dealers, $25 for five or less, and $5 for each 
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additional machine; operator or chauffeur's hcense, $2; renewal, 
50 cents; examination of apphcant for license, $2. 

Secretary of the commonwealth. — Articles of incorporation one- 
twentieth of 1 per cent of the amount of the capital stock, but not 
less than $5 in any case; increase of capital stock, one-twentieth of 
1 per cent of the increase; change of business, $1; filing annual 
report of condition, $5; change of name and other certificates, $1; 
copies of papers, etc., 20 cents per page; 25 cents for secretary's 
certificate; certificate of limited partnership, $1. 

Commissioner of corporations. — For every writ served upon him as 
attorney for a foreign corporation, $2. 

Treasurer and receiver general. — For filing first papers of foreign 
corporations, $25. 

Bank commissioner. — License to transmit money to foreign 
countries, $25; to receive money for safe keeping and to transmit to 
foreign countries, $50. 

Insurance commissioner. — Valuations of Kfe policies, 2^ mills per 
$1,000 of insurance; filing of certificate of organization, $25; exami- 
nation of domestic companies, $30; filing charter of foreign com- 
panies, $30; apphcation for admission and annual statement, $20; 
hcenses for agents in foreign insurance companies, $20 annually; 
insurance broker, $10 ; renewal, $2 ; certificate of valuation of policies 
of life insurance companies, $2; for service of process, $2; for copy 
of any paper in his office, 12 cents a page, and $1 for certifying same. 

Citizens may be licensed to procure fire or bombardment insur- 
ance in unauthorized foreign companies upon annual payment of 
$20, and upon the further payment of an amount equal to 4 per cent 
of the gross premiums on such policies, less return premiums 
reported. 

State inspector of boilers. — For external and internal inspection 
of steam boilers, $5; external inspection, under steam, and inspec- 
tion of each cast-iron sectional boiler, $2; license to operator of 
hoisting machinery, $1; license to operate cinematograph, $3; for 
assistant operator, $1; for inspection, $1; master plumber's fee, $2. 

Boards of registration. — Medicine, $20; dentistry, $20; veterinary 
medicine, $15; embalming, $5, and an annual fee, $2; fee for taking 
bar examination, $15; pharmacy examination $5, registration, $10. 

Commissioner of weights and measures. — For sealing taxime- 
ters, $1. 

Inspection of gas meters. — Meter dehvering not more than a 
cubic foot in four revolutions, 25 cents; more than a cubic foot, a 
fee of 30 cents with 20 cents added for every additional cubic foot 
so delivered. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax, as such, in Massachusetts. 
Certain incomes above $2,000 are taxed as personal 
property, as described under the head of General 
Property Taxes. 

County Revenues. 

The counties in Massachusetts have very httle auton- 
omy and no strictly independent tax levy for their sup- 
port. They merely receive into their treasuries cer- 
tain sums allotted to them under orders of the general 
court and assessed and collected by the town and city 
assessors upon the polls and estates in each town and 
city. The entire machinery for county taxes has there- 
fore been described under the head of State Revenues. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general peoperty taxes. 
1. Base — 

All property, real and personal, unless expressly 
exempted, is subject to this tax. The assessors may. 
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in any year, divide any ward into convenient assess- 
ment districts. The assessors may include state, 
county, and town taxes, or any two of them, in the 
same assessment. 

In Boston all taxes assessed for county or state 
purposes may be assessed separately as county taxes, 
or under the name of city taxes only, as the city 
council directs. 

Power is given to divisions of towns and cities to 
establish fire districts with power to levy taxes to 
pay for expenses of fire protection and for street 
lighting. The taxes are levied and assessed upon the 
valuation of property within the district in the same 
manner as described under "State Eevenues." 

Cities and towns are reimbursed for loss of taxes on 
land used for public institutions which are subject to 
the supervision of the state board of insanity, charity, 
or prison commissioners, except county jails, houses 
of correction, and training schools. The value of 
such property is determined by the tax commis- 
sioner for the pm-pose of computing the tax allowance 
by the state to the municipality. 

2. Rate — 

The city taxes assessed on property exclusive of 
the sums required by law to be raised on account of 
the city debt in any one year are limited to $12 on 
every $1,000 of the assessors' valuation of the taxable 
property for the preceding year, said valuation being 
first reduced by the abatements allowed previous to 
the 31st day of December. If the city council so 
determines cities which contain less than 100,000 
inhabitants may use the average assessed valuation 
for the preceding three years instead of the valuation 
of the preceding year. In the city of Boston and in 
all cities containing 100,000 inhabitants or more the 
average valuation must be used. 

In the city of Boston the limit of the levy is $10.50 
instead of $12, as for other cities. 

3. Collection — 

The general provisions for the collection of city 
taxes are the same as for the collection of state and 
county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

See poll taxes under State Revenue. 

C AND D. INHBKITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Liquor licenses, annual — First class, liquors of all kinds, to be 
drunk on premises, minimum, $1,000; second class, malt liquors, 
cider, and light wines, to be drunk on premises, minimum, $250; 
third class, malt liquors and cider, to be drunk on premises, mini- 
mum, $250; fourth class, liquors of any kind, not to be drunk on 



premises, minimum, $300; fifth class, malt liquors, cider, light 
wines, not to be drunk on premises, minimum, $150; sixth class, 
retail druggists, $1; seventh class, dealers in paints and chemicals, 
$1; club house, from $50 to $500. Of these, the cities and towns 
receive three-fourths. 

Other licenses, annual — Auctioneers, not less than $2; biUiard 
saloons, not less than $2; bowling alleys, not less than $2; carriages, 
$1; dogs, for breeding, five in number, $25, over five, $50; males 
and spayed females, $2; females, $5; peddlers, towns of 1,000 
inhabitants, $3; 1,000 to 2,000, $6; 2,000 to 3,000, $8; 3,000 to 4,000, 
$10; cities and other towns, $10, plus $1 for every 1,000 inhabitants 
over 4,000, limit, $25; a licensee residing where he pays taxes on 
stock in trade, etc., pays only the excess of the license fee over the 
tax; horse killing establishments, not to exceed $1; intelligence 
offices, not less than $2; junk dealers, not less than $2; milk dealers, 
50 cents; oyster digging, $2.50; pawnbrokers, $50; plumbers — 
master, $2; journeymen, 50 cents; private detectives, $10; slaugh- 
terhouses, not to exceed $1; steamboats, not less than $1; skating 
rinks and picnic groves, not less than $2; siu'veyor of lumber, not 
more than $1 ; lunch wagons, not less than $50 ; storage of explosives, 
$2.50. 

G. WATERING RATES. 

This tax is treated as a part of the general property tax, in which 
its returns are merged. In form it suggests a special assessment, 
but it differs therefrom in that it is regularly recurrent each year and 
is not for any permanent improvement. It differs from the general 
property tax in that it is levied on part of the property only and 
assessed upon each linear foot of frontage instead of upon valuation. 
In some cities and towns the same services are charged to the general 
property tax. It is levied and collected by the same officers as the 
general property tax. 

A city may determine that the streets, or certain streets, or por- 
tions of streets shall be watered, in whole or in part, at the expense 
of the abutters. In such event the expense for a municipal year, 
the proportion thereof to be borne by abutters, and the rate to be 
assessed upon each linear foot of frontage upon such streets or por- 
tions of such streets is estimated and determined by the board of 
aldermen, and assessed upon the estates abutting on such streets in 
proportion to the number of linear feet of each estate on the watered 
street. The amount on each estate is determined by the board, or, 
if the board so determines, by the board of public works, the board 
of street commissioners, superintendent of streets, or other officer, 
who certifies the same to the assessors. 

This tax is included in the annual tax bill of such estates and col- 
lected as other taxes on the same estates. 

School Revenues. 

The sum of $100,000 is to be paid annually from the 
treasury of the commonwealth into the school fund 
until the principal amounts to $5,000,000. The 
income is apportioned among the towns, to be appUed 
by the school committees to the public schools. 

Towns are required, under penalty of forfeitures, to. 
raise by taxation money necessary for the support of 
public schools, which shall go to the school committees 
of the town. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Mortgages upon buildings or other things, which, with the land 
upon which they are erected or affixed, are taxable as real estate, 
are deemed for purposes of taxation, to be mortgages on real estate. 

Aviators must register and pay a license fee of $5, renewable 
annually without further charge. 
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The constitution of Michigan, adopted in 1850, pre- 
scribed the general property tax for state and local 
purposes, but also permitted the legislature to levy 
"specific" taxes upon certain classes of corporations 
for certain state purposes, mainly educational, such 
specific taxes to be in lieu of all other taxes. 

Since then a new constitution ha^ been adopted, 
going into effect January 1, 1909.. Although the 
changes made in the revenue system by the new con- 
stitution are not very extensive, they materially 
strengthen the power of the legislature to impose the 
specific taxes referred to above. Authority is also 
conferred to provide for the assessment of all public 
service corporations at the true cash value of their 
property. It also makes distinct and clear provision 
for the taxation of corporations either by the specific 
or ad valorem method. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE X. riNANCE AND TAXATION. 

Sec. 1. All subjects of taxation now contributing to the pri- 
mary school interest fund under present laws shall continue to 
contribute to that fund, and all taxes from such subjects shall be first 
applied in paying the interest upon the primary school, university, 
and other educational funds in the order herein named, after which 
the surplus of such moneys shall be added to and become a part of 
the primary school interest fund. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax 
sufficient with other resources to pay the estimated expenses of the 
state government, the interest on any state debt, and such deficiency 
as may occur in the resources. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by law a uniform rule of 
taxation, except on property paying specific taxes, and taxes shall 
be levied on such property as shall be prescribed by law: Provided, 
That the legislature shall provide by law a uniform rule of taxation 
for such property as shall be assessed by a state board of assessors, 
and the rate of taxation on such property shall be the rate which the 
state board of assessors shall ascertain and determine is the average 
rate levied upon other property'upon which ad valorem taxes are 
assessed for state, county, township, school, and municipal purposes. 

Sec. 4. The legislature may by law impose specific taxes, which 
shall be uniform upon the classes upon which they operate. 

Sec. 5. The legislature may provide by law for the assessment at 
its true cash value by a state board of assessors, of which the gov- 
ernor shall be ex officio a member, of the property of corporations 
and the property, by whomsoever owned, operated, or conducted, 
engaged in the business of transporting passengers and freight, trans- 
porting property by express, operatir^ any union station or depot, 
transmitting messages by telephone or telegraph, loaning cars, op- 
erating refrigerator cars, fast freight lines, or other car lines, and run- 
ning or operating cars in any manner upon railroads, or engaged in 
any other public service business; and for the levy and collection of 
taxes thereon. 

Sec 6. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a tax 
shall distinctly state the tax, and the objects to which it is to be 
applied' and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any other law to fix 
such tax or object. 



' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Howell's Michigan Statutes, annotated, 1913. 
Public Acts, sessions of 1907, 1909, 1911, and 1913. 
General Tax Laws, edition 1907. 



Sec. 7. All assessments hereafter authorized shall be on property 
at its cash value. 

Sec. 8. In the year 1911, every fifth year thereafter and at such 
other times as the legislature may direct, the legislature shall pro- 
vide by law for an equalization of assessments by a state board, on 
all taxable property, except that taxed under laws passed pursuant 
to sections 4 and 5 of this article. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The supervisors, elected annually in each township, who 
make the initial assessments; in incorporated villages and in certain 
cities this work is done by an officer called the assessor, or by a 
board of assessors. 

(2) The board of review for each township, composed of the 
supervisor, and two taxpaying landholders elected for two years, 
one in each alternate year. In cities of the fourth class the board 
of review consists of the supervisors of the several wards, the city 
assessor if such officer is provided for, the mayor, and the city 
attorney. 

(3) The township or city treasurer, elected annually, who acts 
as tax collector. 

(4) The county board of supervisors, composed of the super- 
visors of each township and city in the county, which equalizes 
the assessment between assessing districts. 

(5) The state board of equalization, consisting of the secretary of 
state, the auditor general, the commissioner of the land office, the 
state treasurer, and the chairman of the board of state tax com- 
missioners. 

(6) The state board of tax commissioners, consisting of three 
members appointed by the governor for a full term of six years. 
This board, including the governor, who is a member ex officio, 
form the state board of assessors, provided for by section 5 of Article 
X of the constitution. 

State Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
real and personal, within the jurisdiction of the state, 
not expressly exempted, is subject to this tax. 

(1) Real property includes all lands within the state, and all 
buildings and fixtures thereon, and appurtenances thereto. Real 
estate is assessed in the township or place where situated to the 
owner, if known, or to the occupant, if the owner is unknown, and 
either or both shall be liable for the taxes; if there be no owner or 
occupant known, then as "unknown." Possessory claims to home- 
stead lands are assessed as .personal property. 

(2) Personal property includes all moneys; all annuities and 
royalties; all goods, chattels, and effects within the state; all 
ships, boats, and vessels, and their appurtenances belonging to 
inhabitants of the state, whether at home or abroad; all goods, 
chattels, and effects belonging to inhabitants of the state, situate 
without the state, except property actually and permanently 
invested in business in another state; all credits of every kind 
belonging to inhabitants of the state, over and above the amounts 
owed by them; all shares in corporations, organized under the laws 
of the state, when the property of such corporations is not exempt 
or is not taxable in itself, or when the personal property is not taxed; 
all shares in banks within the state, at their cash value, after deduct- 
ing the assessed value of real property of the banis; all shares of 
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foreign corporations, except national banks, owned by citizens 
of the state; all interests owned by individuals in lands, the fee of 
which is in the state or the United States; all buildings and improve- 
ments upon leased lands except where the value of the real property 
is also assessed to the lessee or owner of such buildings and improve- 
ments; tombs and vaults for hire and the stock of any corporation 
owning them; all other personal property not herein enumerated 
and not specially exempted by law; all nursery stock and trees; all 
produce and grain on hand, stored in warehouse or mill, and in tran- 
sit, owned within the state; the personal property of all gas and coke 
companies, natural gas companies, electric light companies, water- 
works companies, and hydraulic companies, to be assessed in the 
township, village, or city where the principal works are located, the 
maioa, pipes, and wires of such companies being assessed as per- 
sonal property in the township, village, or city where located; 
the personal property of street railroad, plank road, cable or electric 
railroad, or transportation companies, bridge companies, and all 
other companies not required to pay a specific tax to the state in 
lieu of all other taxes, shall be assessed in the township, village, 
or city where its priacipal business office is situated, and the track, 
road, or bridge of any such company shall be held to be personal 
property, and may be assessed in the township, etc., where it is 
located, used, or laid. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all public property, are: Property 
of library, benevolent, charitable, educational, and scientific 
institutions; houses of public worship and parsonages; cemeteries; 
the property of persons who, in the opinion of the supervisor and 
board of review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute 
toward the public charges; property of state and local agricultural 
societies; parks and armories; real estate owned as a homestead by 
a soldier or sailor of the Federal Government who served in the civil 
or Mexican war, or wife or widow of such, to the value of |1,000; 
property of posts of the Grand Army of the Eepublic, and of the 
Women's Relief Corps; and personal property of Sons of Veterans, 
Union Veterans' Union, and all Young Men's Christian Associations, 
Women's Christian Temperance Union Associations, Young People's 
Christian Unions, and similar associations; funds of fraternal bene- 
ficiary societies; pensions receivable from the United States; 
bona fide debts; property of Indians who are not citizens; the 
'library, family pictures, schoolbooks, one sewing machine used and 
owned by each individual or family, and wearing apparel of every 
individual; household furniture, provisions, and fuel to the value 
of $500 to each household; working tools of any mechanic to the 
value of $100; fire apparatus of organized companies; all mules, 
horses, and cattle not over one year old, all sheep and swine not 
over six months old, and all domesticated birds; personal property 
owned and used by any householder in connection with his business 
to the value of $200; all property of the Woman's Auxiliary Society 
of the University of Michigan; all municipal bonds. 

Mortgages are subject to a specific or recording tax of 50 cents 
for each $100 and each remaining major fraction thereof of the 
debt secured by the mortgage upon real property situated in the 
state recorded on or after January 1, 1912. This tax, collected by 
the county treasurer, is divided equally between county and state. 

Mines and minerals are assessed against the owner at 
their true cash value as an interest in the real estate in 
the assessment district where located, and are subject 
to the same tax rate as all real property in the state. 

i. Assessment. — In general, there is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, county, and municipal 
taxes, but incorporated villages and certain cities may 
cause a separate roll to be made up for their own taxa- 
tion. The state assessment, determined by the state 
board of equalization every third and fifth year, com- 
mencing with 1911, is in effect a mere apportionment 
of the burden of the cost of state government among 



the counties, irrespective of the annual local assess- 
ment upon which the state tax is actually collected. 
The township, ward, or city is the unit, and the initial 
assessment is made by the township supervisor, or, 
where a city charter otherwise provides, by some 
assessor or board of assessors. In villages an assess- 
ment is made by an assessor and taxes for strictly vil- 
lage purposes only are levied thereon; all other taxes 
levied upon property situated in an incorporated village 
being spread upon the tax roll for the township in 
which the village is located. 

The assessment of all property is made annually. 
Property is assessed to the owner or person in posses- 
sion, and personal property in general follows the situs 
of that person, except in specified cases in which, on 
account of liability to evasion, the situs of the property 
itself is preferred. The supervisor must require a 
sworn statement from every person "of fuU age and 
sound mind," as to his property; and he may require 
persons claiming to have no property to take oath to 
that effect. The value assigned to the property by the 
owner is not taken as conclusive, it being the duty of 
the supervisor to make the valuation at the "cash 
value," or usual selling price, where the property is. 
The assessment proper is completed by the township 
or city board of review, which, after correcting the 
roll, is required formally to approve it. 

Wilful neglect or refusal to fm-nish a statement of 
property owned or in control of a person, member of a 
firm, or officers of a corporation, is deemed a misde- 
meanor and is punishable by imprisonment for not 
less than 30 days nor more than 6 months, or by a fine 
of $100 to $1,000, or both. 

Corporations in general are assessed precisely as 
individuals, but certain classes of corporations are 
assessed upon their property by the state board of 
assessors. The assessment made by this board is not 
apportioned among the townships or counties and is 
made the basis for state taxation only. 

Since 1899 the state board of tax commissioners has 
had supervisory power over the assessment officials, 
and the power to compel an observance of the law. 

Banks are assessed upon their real estate only, shares of the capi- 
tal stock being assessed at their cash value (less the value of the real 
estate) to the stockholders, and at the place where the bank is located. 
Shareholders residing in other townships in the same county in 
which the bank is located are assessed for their shares in their home 
townships. The cashier of the bank is made the agent of the share- 
holders for the payment of the tax. Private banks are assessed on 
their tangible property, plus the excess of their credits over their 
deposits and debts. 

Corporations generally, except railroad, insurance, telegraph, 
telephone,- and banking companies, and others whose assessment 
is specifically provided for, are assessed upon their real property, 
plus the difference between that and the market value of the stock, 
which is taken to represent their personal property or franchises, and 
to this may be added the excess of their credits over their bona fide 
debts. Navigation companies and street railroads follow this general 
rule. (Citizens' Street Railway Co. v. Common Council of Detroit, 
125 Mich., 673.) 
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Shares of stock in and evidences of indebtedness of all railroad 
companies in the state are taxed annually to the holders or owners 
thereof or to the person or corporation to whom same shall be owing, 
the shares thereof at 2 per cent upon the par value, and the evi- 
dences of indebtedness at 1 per cent of the face value or amount. 

Steam vessels engaged in carrying passengers, or passengers and 
freight, are assessed annually a specific tonnage tax of 20 cents per 
net ton on registered tonnage; freight vessels are taxed 10 cents 
per net ton. This tax is collected by the state and apportioned 
to counties and townships where the port of hail of the vessels is 
located. 

c. Equalization. — ^There is no equalization, so called, 
between individuals. Excessive assessments and un- 
dervaluations may, however, be corrected by the board 
of review, or by the board of state tax commissioners. 

The county board of supervisors equalizes annually 
between townships, wards, or cities in their county, 
making such additions and deductions on the total 
value of real estate in the several townships as will, in 
their judgment, produce relatively an equal and uni- 
form valuation in the county. The effect of equaliza- 
tion in this manner is felt entirely in the apportionment 
of state and county taxes, as the assessment roll, after 
it leaves the hands of the board of review, is not 
amended, except by the board of state tax commis- 
sioners. 

The state board of equalization in 1911 and every 
consecutive third and fifth year thereafter, equalizes 
the valuation of all property in the state, except that 
paying specific taxes, by adding to or deducting from 
the aggregate valuation of taxable real and personal 
property such percentages as will produce relatively 
equal and uniform valuations between the several 
counties. This forms the basis of the apportionment 
of the state tax. 

The state board of tax commissioners has powers 
analogous to those of boards of equalization. It 
has power, upon receipt of a written complaint signed 
by a taxpayer residing in the assessing district in 
which the property complained of is situate, to order 
a public hearing at which the supervisor and the 
interested parties are present, and may change indi- 
vidual assessments, add property omitted, and, when 
the assessment of all property in a given district 
is complained of, make a general review of the roU. 
2. Bate — 

The rate for state purposes is determined by the 
state board of assessors each year strictly by appor- 
tionment, an apparent exception being the so-called 
mill tax (three-eighths of 1 mill) on the equahzed val- 
uation of the state for the support of the university. 
The legislature makes such appropriations as it sees 
fit and directs in a general way the total amoimt of 
money to be raised. The auditor general certifies to 
the clerk of each comity (the clerk acts as county 
auditor) that proportion of the toal amount to be 
raised for state purposes which the equalized valua- 
tion in each county bears to the total equahzed 
valuation of the state as previously fixed by the state 



board of equalization. The county board of super- 
visors apportions the share of its county among the 
townships and cities on the basis of the' annual valua- 
tion as equahzed by said board in each, and the super- 
visor in each township apportions the amount assigned 
to the township among the individuals in proportion 
to their assessed property. There is thus no universal 
"state rate" save in connection with the state assess- 
ment. 
3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, except those 
called "specific" (which still include the tax on rail- 
roads, etc., imder the new law), are collected by the 
township or city treasurers. The taxes due from tax- 
payers become a debt to the city or township, and are 
secured by a lien on the property, attaching on the 1st 
day of December. Taxes are delinquent on the 10th 
of January, when the collection fee becomes 4 per cent; 
but if the treasvirer is apprehensive of the loss of any 
personal tax, he may proceed to collect it by seiziag 
the property and bringing suit in December, and in 
that case the collection fee is 4 per cent. After the 
10th of January the treasurer makes a personal demand 
on each taxpayer who is delinquent, and in case pay- 
ment is not made he collects by seizure and sale. The 
respective portions of the state and county are turned 
over to the county treasurer, who transmits the state's 
portion to the state treasurer. 

The tax on railroad and kindred companies under the new law is 
a hen upon the real estate of the corporations, and is payable to 
the state treasurer on or before the Ist day of April, and if not 
paid on or before May 1, involves a penalty of 1 per cent a month 
and may be collected by suit. The tax thus collected is paid to 
the "primary school interest fund" and is disbursed annually 
to the school districts in the state in proportion to the number of 
children therein of school age. 

The township treasurer as collector is paid by a fee of 1 per cent 
which is added to the taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

A tax is imposed upon the transfer of any property, 
real or personal, of the value of $100 or over, or of any 
interest therein or income therefrom, in trust or other- 
wise, to persons or corporations not exempt by law 
from taxation on real or personal property, ia the 
following cases: 

1. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of the 
state, from any person dying seized or possessed of the property 
while a resident of this state; 

2. When the transfer is by will or intestate laws of the state, of 
property within the state, and the decedent was a nonresident of 
the state at the time of his death; 

3. When the transfer is of property made by a resident or by a 
nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within the state, 
by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, made in contemplation of 
death or intended to take effect after death. 
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This tax is at the rate of 5 per cent upon the clear 
market value of the property, is payable to the county 
treasurer, and becomes a lien upon such property until 
paid. The tax becomes due upon the death of the 
decedent, a discount of 5 per cent being allowed if 
paid within 12 months, and if not paid within 18 
months interest at the rate of 8 per cent being added 
from the accruing thereof. 

Exempt is property passing to the father, mother, 
husband, wife, child, brother, sister, wife or widow of 
a son, husband of a daughter, or adopted chUd, or to 
or for the use of any lineal descendant, or person to 
whom the decedent stood in the mutually acknowl- 
edged relation of parent for not less than 10 years 
prior to such transfer, unless it is personal property 
of the clear market value of $2,000 or over, in which 
case the entire amount is taxed at the rate of 1 per cent 
of the clear market value. 

The tax is for the use of the state and is appUed to 
educational purposes and for the payment of the inter- 
est and principal of the state debt. 

D. COKPORATION TAXES. 

Most corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. 

Special provisions are made in the case of certain 
public service corporations, insurance companies, river 
improvement companies, and kindred organizations. 

The property of these public service corporations 
(which include railroad, union station and depot, tele- 
graph, telephone, sleeping car, express, car loaning, 
stock car, refrigerator, fast freight, and aU other com- 
panies owning, leasing, or operating cars) is assessed 
on the state assessment roll at their true cash value 
determined by the state board of assessors. Taxes 
are levied on this assessment, and the rate is the rate 
determined by the board, which is to be the average 
rate of taxation in the state for state, county, town- 
ship, school, and municipal purposes. 

Foreign life and all plate glass, accident, live stock, steam boiler, 
and fidelity insurance companies are taxed 2 per cent of the gross 
premiums received in the state, while foreign fire, "Lloyds," 
and marine insurance companies pay at the rate of 3 per cent. 
A retaliatory tax is laid on instance companies incorporated in 
states which levy heavier taxes on Michigan companies. 

River improvement companies pay 1 per cent per annum on paid- 
up capital. 

Road companies pay 2 J per cent per annum on gross earnings. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Itinerant vendors, $25 per annum — collected by the secretary of 
state. 

Hawkers and peddlers. — On foot, |5; 1 horse, $20; more than 1 
horse, $40; on railroad or steamboat, $100; taking orders, $50 — col- 
lected by the state treasurer annually. Auction duties — sales of 
spirits and wines, 2 J per cent; goods imported from outside the 
United States, IJ per cent — collected by county treasurers and paid 
to the state. Liquor tax — the state does not share in the ordinary 



liquor tax or licenses which are collected by the county treasurer, 
but levies a specified tax on nonresident wholesale dealers of $500 
annually, and compels them to execute a bond of $3,000. For the 
maintenance of a warehouse or agency in the state by such dealers 
a fee of $50 for each one. The auditor general issues the license and 
collects the fees. 

Hunters' licenses. — Nonresident, to hunt deer, $25; to hunt other 
game, $10; resident, to hunt deer, $1.50. Collected by county 
clerk and paid into state treasury after deducting specified fees. 

Permit to take or kill any wild animal or game bird for scientific 
or propagating purposes, $1, which goes to the state treasury. 

Permit to transport game held in captivity, etc., $1. 

To kill beaver one-half of county license, which is $5. (See 
Ooiftity Revenues.) 

Automobile license. — All motor vehicles for registration $3 an- 
nually; chauffeurs, $3 annually. 

Steamboat pilots' license, $5 yearly, paid into general fund of the 
state treasury. 

Manufacture of ice cream. — ^Annual license fee, $5, paid into 
state treasury to defray expense of daity and food law. 

Fees for filing articles of incorporation or annual statements, 50 
cents; for recording or copying articles of association, 20 cents per 
folio of 100 words; for seal, 25 cents; franchise fees, one-half of 1 
mill on each dollar of authorized capital stock. 

Fees to boards of registration. — Medicine, $25; osteopathy, $25; 
dentistry, $20; pharmacy, not to exceed $5 for application to take 
examination and an annual fee of $1 to practice pharmacy; nurses, 
$10; optometrist, examination fee, $15; registration, $5, and an an- 
nual fee to practice, $2; veterinary surgery, $5; the state veterinary 
board also collects a fee of $2 for registration of stallions, which is 
turned into the state treasury; barbers, $5; horseshoers, $3; plumb- 
ers, $2; embalmers, $10; public accountants, $25. 

Inspection of steam vessels not less than $5 nor more than $25, 
paid into state treasury for use of general fund. 

To attorney general. — Mutual insurance companies pay fee of $5 
for incorporation. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Michigan. 
County Eevenues. 
a. general property taxes 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are the same for the county tax as for the state. 

2. Rate— 

The amount to be raised is levied by the county 
board of supervisors and apportioned among the town- 
ships and cities. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for the state tax. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 

TAXES. 

There are no poll, inheritance, or special corporation 
taxes for county purposes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Liquors. — Upon the business of selling liquors the rates are: Sell- 
ing at retail, spirituous or malt, $500; malt liquors at wholesale or 
retail, or both, $500; spirits at wholesale, $500; spirits at wholesale 
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and retail, |800; manufacturing malt liquors, $65; manufacturing 
spirits, $800. This tax is collected by the county treasurer, who 
retains 1 per cent as his compensation for making the collection, 
places one-half of the remainder to the credit of the general fund of 
the county, and turns the other half over to the township, village, 
or city ia which the business is located; except in the upper 
peninsula, where the entire amount, less the collection fee, ia paid 
over to the township, village, or city in which the business is 
located. 

To kill not to exceed 15 beavers, a license fee of $10 payable to 
county clerk who issues license. One-half of the license money 
goes to the state general fund and one-half to the county general 
fund. 

Municipal Revenues. 

The divisions of local government are the townships, 
the villages, the cities, the road districts, and the 
school districts which are divisions of the township; 
but under certain circumstances school districts may 
be coextensive with cities or villages. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are, in general, the same as for state taxes, 
except that villages and certain cities may make up 
separate rolls. 

2. Rate- 
In townships the amount to be raised by taxation is 

fixed by the inhabitants at town meeting, subject to 
certain legal limitations. If the town meeting fails to 
fix the amount, the township boards may levy within 
certain limits. 

In villages the power to levy taxes rests with the 
village council, under restrictions imposed by law. In 
cities the city council fixes the rate, subject also to 
many legal restrictions. 

3. Collection — 

This is, in general, the same as for state taxes. 
Cities, however, may collect in two instalments — -one 
for general and one for city taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The village council has the power to levy a poll 
tax of $1 on all males between the ages of 21 and 50, 
except active members of the fire department, which is 
paid into the general highway fund. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

In general, villages and cities may license, at rates to be fixed by 
the councils, billiard tables and bowling alleys; taverns and eating 
houses; public shows and exhibitions; auctioneers, hawkers and 
peddlers, transient traders and dealers; hacks and other public 
vehicles; solicitors for passengers or baggage; wharf boats, ferries. 
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and toll brjilKs; maternity hospitals; and city boards of health may 
charge feewor examination of plumbers. 

Municipal governments receive one-half the liquor taxes collected 
by the county. 

There is a special dog tax collected by a dog warden in each town- 
ship to form a fund for the payment of damages done by dogs to 
sheep. Cities may also levy a tax on dogs. On every male dog 
over 6 months old, $1; every female dog over 6 months old, $3. 
For boarding dogs or keeping them for the purpose of breeding, sale, 
or exchange, when not less than five in number, there is a kennel 
license of $25, which shall be in lieu of all other taxes. 

Hawkers and peddlers in the upper peninsula pay a license not 
to exceed $100, which goes into the township fund where issued. 

School Revenues. 

The interest on the state school fxind, the principal 
of which was originally derived from the sale of lands 
granted by the United States, is apportioned semi- 
annually to the school districts. (See the provisions 
of Art. X, sec. 1, of the Constitution, cited above.) 
All money derived from the dog tax, after paying the 
claims of sheep owners, is apportioned to the school 
districts. There is a permanent tax of 1 mill on the 
$1 levied in each township. For further revenues the 
school boards estimate the amount that is to be raised 
and it is levied by the township. 

Road Taxes. 

Road taxes are levied either by vote of the electors 
at the annual town meeting or by the township board 
and the township highway commissioner acting 
jointly, who determine, within prescribed limits, the 
amount necessary to be raised. 

There are two funds, the "highway improvement 
fund," which is to be used for permanent improvement 
only, and the "road repair fund." In addition to the 
above, special taxes may be levied for bridges. A 
"county road system" maybe adopted by vote by any 
county in the state. This tax is apportioned to each 
assessing district in the county in the same manner as 
the state and county taxes are apportioned. Money 
thus raised is expended on roads in the county, desig- 
nated by the county road commissioners. 

Good roads districts. — ^Any combination of town- 
ships, villages, or cities lying contiguous in any 
county are authorized to form themselves into a 
district to be known as a "good roads district," 
which district can levy a tax not to exceed $2 upon 
each $1,000 valuation of said district. The tax is 
paid into the county treasury to be kept in a separate 
account and to be paid out by order of the road 
commissioners. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The tax on mortgages was extended to those recorded outside 
the state of Michigan, securing debts originating within the state. 
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A board of public accountancy was established, the examination 
and license fee for all public accountants being fixed at $25. 

Under certain conditions cut-over and wild lands were exempted 
from all taxation for a period of five years. 

The inheritance tax was changed to include the grandfather 
and grandmother of the decedent in the first class of heirs 
and increasing the amount exempted to the wife from $2,000 
to $5,000. 



A tax of i cent per ton on all beets manufactured into sugar was 
imposed to cover the expense of state inspection, of sugar-beet 
factories. 

County boards of supervisors were authorized to levy a special 
tax for the purpose of advertising the agricultural advantages of 
the state, etc.; also to levy a tax of 50 cents on the $1,000 valuation 
to establish a county agricultural department, and a tax of ^ 
mill for repairs to public buildings. 
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In Minnesota, the prevailing system of taxation, 
except as to certain public utility corporations, real 
estate mortgages, grain, and money and credits, is 
known as the "general property tax." Although the 
state derives an increasing amount of revenue from 
special taxes, separation of state and local revenues 
has not yet been accomplished. 

In a general way, revenues may be divided as follows : 
Those derived from the ad valorem tax on telegraph 
and sleeping-car companies and the gross earnings tax 
on railroad, telephone, freight line, and express com- 
panies are devoted to state purposes only; those from 
general property, tonnage, inheritance, money and 
credits, bushel tax on grain, mortgage registry tax, 
and license tax, to both state and local purposes, and 
those from the gross premium tax on insurance com- 
panies, to local purposes only. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, sus- 
pended or contracted away. Taxes shall be uniform upon the same 
class of subjects, and shall be levied and collected for public pur- 
poses, but public burying grounds, public pchoolhouses, public 
hospitals, academies, colleges, universities, and all seminaries of 
learning, all churches, church property used for religious purposes, 
and houses of worship, institutions of purely public charity, and 
public property used exclusively for any public purpose, shall be 
exempt from taxation, and there may be exempted from taxation 
personal property not exceeding in value $200, for each household, 
individual, or head of a family, as the legislature may determine: 
Provided, That the legislature may authorize municipal corpora- 
tions to levy and collect assessments for local improvements upon 
property benefited thereby without regard to a cash valuation : And, 
provided further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to affect, modify, or repeal any existing law providing for the taxa- 
tion of the gross earnings of railroads. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 32a. Any law providing for the repeal or amendment of any 
law or laws heretofore or hereafter enacted, which provides that any 
railroad company now existing in this state, or operating its road 
therein, or which may be hereafter organized, shall in lieu of all 
other taxes and assessments upon their real estate, roads, rolling 
stock, and other personal property, at and during the time and 
periods therein specfied, pay into the treasury of this state a certain 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources : 

The General Statutes of Minnesota and the Session Laws to 1913. 

Tax Laws of Minnesota, compiled by the state tax commission, 
1908. , , , 

Keports of the state tax commission, especially the one for the 
year 1912. 



percentage therein mentioned of the gross earnings of such railroad 
companies now existing or hereafter organized, shall, before the 
same shall take effect or be in force, be submitted to a vote of the 
people of the state and be adopted and ratified by a majority of the 
electors of the state voting at the election at which the same shall 
be submitted to them. 

Sec. 33. The legislature shall pass no local or special law regulat- 
ing the building or repairing of schooLhouses and the raising of 
money for such purposes, exempting property from taxation, or 
authorizing public taxation for a private purpose. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec 5. Local taxation. — Any county and township organization 
shall have such powers of local taxation as may be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 17. The legislature may impose upon the property within this 
state of any and all owners or operators of any and all sleeping, 
parlor, and drawing room cars, which run into or through this state; 
also upon the property within the state of any and all telegraph and 
telephone companies in the state; also upon the property within 
the state of all express companies, domestic insurance companies, 
operators of mines, boom companies, shipbuilders (provided that 
the amendment does not apply to railroad property) a tax on prop- 
erty uniform with other taxes or upon net earnings, graded or pro- 
gressive, or both. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Assessors; in townships and villages, elected by the people for 
two years; in cities, appointed by the councils. 

(2) Town board of review, composed of the supervisors of each 
town, the assessor, clerk and president of each incorporated village, 
and the assessor, clerk, and mayor of each city, except cities 
whose charters provide for a board of equalization. The borough 
council of every borough constitutes a borough board of equalization. 
In cities of the fourth class, except those whose charters provide for 
a board of equalization, the board of review consists of the mayor, 
clerk, and board of aldermen. 

(3) County auditor, who has general supervision of the assessment. 

(4) County board of equalization, composed of the county com- 
missioners and the county auditor. 

(5) County treasurer, who is collector of taxes, elected for two 
years. 

(6) State tax commission, composed of three members appointed 
by the governor. Term of office six years, only one member retiring 
at a time. This commission exercises general supervision over the 
administration of the assessment and taxation laws of the state and 
sitting as a board of equalization has the power of equalizing indi- 
vidual town and county assessments. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property in the state, and all personal prop- 
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erty of persons residing therein, is subject to taxation, 
except as expressly exempted or upon the earnings of 
which a percentage is collected in lieu of the property 
tax. 

(1) Eeal property includes, for the purposes of tax'ation, the 
land itself, and all buildings, structures, and improvements, or 
other fixtures of whatsoever kind thereon, all rights and privileges 
appertaining thereto, and all mines, minerals, quarries, fossils, and 
trees on and under the same. 

Mortgages on lands are covered by the mortgage registry tax, 
except in the case of persons or corporations whose personal prop- 
erty is expressly exempted from taxation by law, or is taxed upon 
the basis of gross earnings, or other methods of commutation in lieu 
of all other taxes. 

Lands of any railroad company exempted by the gross earnings 
tax law become subject to taxation "as soon as sold, leased, or con- 
tracted to be sold or leased." 

Whenever any special stock and land stock, or any other writing 
or instrument whatever, is issued by any railroad company to any 
person with a view to secure to the person any right, title, or interest 
in the lands, that interest becomes taxable to the holder as other 
real property in the state. 

(2) Personal property includes all goods, chattels, moneys, and 
effects; all ships, boats, and vessels belonging to inhabitants of 
this state, whether at home or abroad; all improvements on lands 
the fee of which is still vested in the United States, or corporations 
whose property is not subject to the same mode and rule of taxation 
as other property; stock of nurserymen; all gas, electric, and water 
mains, pipes, conduits, poles, and wires located in any road, street, 
or alley, and all tracks, roads, and bridges of street railway, plank 
road, turnpike and bridge companies, together with the poles and 
wires laid in connection therewith; credits of every kind over and 
above debts owed by the creditor; the income of every annuity, 
unless the capital of the annuity be taxed within the state; all 
public stocks and securities ; all personal estate of moneyed corpor- 
ations, whether the owners thereof reside in or out of the state; all 
shares in foreign corporations owned by residents of this state; all 
shares in banks organized under the laws of the United States or 
of this state. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are all public 
schoolhouses, academies, colleges, universities, and all seminaries 
of learning; all churches, church property used for religious pur- 
poses, and houses of worship; cemeteries; institutions of purely 
public charity, hospitals, and their endowments; property of fire 
companies, both public and private; public libraries; and personal 
property of each individual up to $100 in value; also the property 
of agricultural societies, incorporated under the state law; camp 
meeting associations, and fraternal beneficiary associations; 
armories, and drill halls used for benefit of any incorporated military 
organization; uniform, arms and equipment of members of national 
guard up to $200. 

6. Assessment. — The assessment is made with refer- 
ence to the holding and value on May 1 . Real property 
shall be listed and assessed every even numbered year; 
personal property, annually. 

The hsts are to be made under oath but the valuation 
is to be fixed by the assessors, each item at its true and 
full value in money. Shares of stock in corporations, 
taxed on capital and property, need not be listed. 
From the gross amount of credits, which may include 
grain to the value of $300 held by the producer for sale, 
may be deducted bona fide indebtedness, except insur- 
ance premium notes and subscriptions to capital stock 
or to charitable institutions. Banks do not have this 
privilege of deduction from credits. 



Willfully submitting a false statement in regard to 
taxes is a gross misdemeanor and punishable by fine not 
to exceed $1,000, or by imprisonment not to exceed one 
year. 

Real estate is assessed in the even numbered years 
upon actual view, at its fuU value, including the value 
of all improvements. The value of the land, exclusive 
of improvements, is also to be determined. In odd 
numbered years the assessor is to correct the assess- 
ment for new structures o^ losses. 

Property undervalued by county officials or unlawfully omitted 
from the assessment may be called to the notice of the tax commis- 
sion, which shall thereupon appoint an examiner to assess the prop- 
erty at its true value. Taxes so assessed are a lien on all real 
property of the owner in the county. 

Any mineral, gas, coal, oil, or similar interest in real estate owned 
separately from the interests owned in the surface of such real estate 
is assessed and taxed separately. 

The auditor of the state is to certify to the counties lists of public 
and railroad lands becoming taxable. 

Corporations, except those specifically taxed, are assessed on their 
real estate and personal property and also on capital stock. From 
the market value of the shares of stock is deducted the amount of all 
indebtedness and the value of the property, real and personal, and 
the balance is listed as "bonds and stocks." 

Mortgages of building and loan associations which are represented 
in their stock are not to be assessed as mortgages. 

Bank stock is assessed where the bank is located. The accounting 
officer of the bank is to furnish a statement of the stockholders and 
the number of shares. The amount of investments in real estate is 
to be deducted from the capital and surplus fund, and the 
remainder shall be taken as the basis for valuation of the shares in 
the hands of the stockholders. 

Personal property of street railroad, plank road, gravel road, 
turnpike or bridge companies is listed and assessed in the place 
where the principal place of business is located. 

Every person, firm, or corporation operating a grain elevator or 
warehouse is taxed one-fourth of 1 mill per bushel on wheat and flax, 
and one-eighth of 1 mill on all other grain, handled by such elevator 
or warehouse during the preceding year. 

The law provides for a separate listing of money and credits and 
imposes a flat tax rate of 3 mills on the dollar in lieu of all other 
taxes. "Money" includes all forms of currency in common use, 
whether in hand or on deposit in a bank; "credits" include book 
accounts, notes, bonds, rents, annuities, and mortgages upon which 
no tax has been paid. No deduction is allowed for debts. Money 
and credits taxable under the act are listed and assessed separately 
on blanks furnished by the tax commission, and the assessment is 
reviewed and equalized like other personal property. The tax is 
apportioned, one-sixth to the state revenue fund, one-sixth to the 
county revenue fund, one-third to the municipality, and one-third 
to the school district in which the property is assessed. 

Vessels owned in or hailing from any port of the state, employed 
in navigation of international waters, pay annually 3 cents per net 
ton of their registered tonnage. This tax is in lieu of all other taxes. 
One-half of the tax is paid to the county in which the port of hail of 
the vessel is located. 

A registry tax of 50 cents is imposed on each $100 of any debt 
secured by a mortgage on real property in the state. The tax must 
be paid to the treasurer of the county in which the mortgaged land 
is situated at the time of the filing of the mortgage and is in lieu of 
all other taxes on such mortgages. The receipts from this tax are 
distributed in the same manner as real estate taxes paid upon the 
real estate described in the mortgage. 

c. Equalisation. — The town board of review exam- 
ines the assessment in its town or district, supplies 
omissions, and hears complaints. 
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The county board of equalization examines and 
compares the assessments of the several towns or dis- 
tricts of the county. It may raise or lower the value 
of real and personal property, but the aggregate value 
is not to be reduced. 

The Minnesota Tax Commission equalizes the 
assessed valuation of all property as between the 
counties of the state, bj^ raising or lowering the valua- 
tion of classes or individual pieces of property in any 
town, village, or city. 

2. Rate- 
Taxes are required to be levied in specific amounts 

and the rate is to be determined from the annual equal- 
ized valuation. 

The state rate for general revenue purposes is deter- 
mined by the legislature and may vary from year to 
year according to the needs of the state. For the 
year 1912 the amount to be raised for general revenue 
purposes was fixed at $2,200,000, the rate, however, 
not to exceed 1.9 mills on each dollar of valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for state, county, city, town, school, and 
other districts are collected by the county treasurer. 
The treasurer gives notice when he will attend in each 
town and district to receive the taxes. 

Taxes assessed on personal property are a lien after 
judgment is rendered, and are deemed delinquent on 
March 1 , when a penalty of 10 per cent attaches. After 
April 1 they may be collected by distraint ajid sale. 

Taxes on real property are a lien thereon from the 
first Monday in January, and if unpaid on June 1, a 
penalty of 10 per cent attaches. They may, however, 
be paid in two instalments, one-half prior to June 1 
and one-half prior to November 1. On the first Mon- 
day in January an additional penalty of 5 per cent is 
charged on delinquent taxes, ajid on the first Monday 
in May the county auditor is to sell at public vendue 
all land against which judgment has been entered. 

Any tax due to the state remaiaipg unpaid for 30 
days shall draw interest at the rate of 12 per cent per 
annum. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

A tax is imposed on any transfer of property, real, 
personal, or mixed, or any interest therein or income 
therefrom, except to county, town, or municipal cor- 
porations within the state, for strictly county, town, 
or municipal purposes, in the following cases : 

1. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of the 
state, from any person dying seized or possessed of the property 
while a resident of this state. 



2. When the transfer is by will or intestate laws of the state, of 
property within the state, or within its jurisdiction, and the dece- 
dent was a nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

3. When the transfer is of property made by a resident or by a 
nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within the state, 
or within its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, made 
in contemplation of death or intended to take effect after death. 

4. When any person becomes entitled to property by any such 
transfer made before or after the passage of this chapter. 

5. When any person shall exercise a power of appointment, de- 
rived from disposition of property made before or after the passage 
of this chapter, such appointment when made shall be deemed a 
transfer taxable in the same manner as though the property belonged 
to donee of such power. 

6. This tax shall be computed on the true and full value in money 
of the property at the date of the death of the decedent. 

When the property which passes by any such trans- 
fer does not exceed in value $15,000 and does exceed 
the exemption granted, the tax is: 

(•1) In the case of a wife or lineal issue, 1 per cent; (2) in the case 
of a husband, lineal ancestor, adopted child, or child to whom the 
decedent stood in loco parentis for 10 years prior to the transfer, IJ 
per cent; (3) in the case of a brother or sister or descendant of them, 
a wife or widow of a son, or husband of a daughter of the decedent, 
3 per cent; in the case of a brother or sister of the father or mother 
of the decedent, or a descendant of them, 4 per cent; in the case of 
other degrees of collateral consanguinity, of a stranger in blood to 
the decedent, or of a body politic or corporate, 5 per cent. 

These rates are termed primary. When the clear value of the 
property exceeds $15,000, the rates on sucb excess are as follows: 
Over $15,000 and up to $30,000, IJ times the primary rate; over 
$30,000 and up to $50,000, 2 times; over $50,000 and up to $100,- 
000, 2i times; upon all in excess of $100,000, 3 times. 

Exemptions. — Classes 1 and 2 except lineal ancestors, $10,000; 
liaeal ancestors, $3,000; class 3, $1,000; class 4, $250; class 5, $100. 
Property to the clear value of $2,500 transferred to a public hos- 
pital, academy, college, university, seminary of learning, church, 
or institution of purely public charity, within the state, is also 
exempt. 

The tax becomes due and payable at the expiration 
of 1 year from the death of the decedent. Interest is 
charged at 7 per cent if not paid when due, except in 
case of unavoidable delay when the rate is 6 per cent 
uatil cause of delay is removed. The court may ap- 
point appraisers to ascertain the value of the estate. 
The entire tax is paid to the state for state uses, but in 
the case of estates of resident decedents it returns 10 
per cent to the county from which the tax was received. 
In the case of the estates of nonresident decedents the 
state retains the entire amount of the tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The law provides two general methods of taxing 
corporations in Minnesota, the general property tax 
and the gross earnings tax. The property of corpora- 
tions engaged in manufacturing and business enter- 
prises and of certain pubhc utility corporations, such 
as telegraph and sleeping car companies, water, gas, 
and electric light companies, is assessed and taxed 
on the ad valorem basis. Railroad, freight lines, ex- 
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press, and telephone companies pay a certain specified 
amount of their gross earnings in lieu of all other 
taxes. 

All railroads owning or operating lines in the state, except street 
railways, are taxed 4 per cent per annum on their gross earnings 
derived from operations in the state. 

Telephone companies pay 3 per cent; fast freight lines and eicpress 
companies pay 6 per cent. 

On or before February 1 of each year all companies subject to 
the gross earnings tax are required to file with the tax commission 
an itemized statement, showing the gross earnings for the preceding 
year. The tax commission computes the tax and the state treasurer 
collects it. If such companies fail to make return within 30 days 
after being notified, the commission proceeds to fix the amount of 
the gross earnings for the preceding year from the best evidence it 
can obtain and then adds a penalty equal to 25 per cent of the tax 
for such faUure. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Annual licenses are collected as follows: Agent of railroads, 
steamboats, and steamboat lines, $3; local warghouses, $1; dealers 
in milk and cream, $1; commission merchants, $1; itinerant physi- 
cian, $300; resident hunters, $1; nonresident hunters, to hunt big 
game, $25; to hunt small game, $10; fishing, to use nets, $25. Auto- 
mobiles; for registration of motor vehicles, $1.50 triennially; dealers 
or manufacturers, $10 annually; chauffeurs for application fee, $3; 
license, $2 annually. Liquors sold in railroad dining and buffet 
cars, $50 annually. Two per cent of all moneys received in the 
state for liquor licenses is paid to the state treasurer and is appUed 
to the inebriate hospital fund. 

Corporations, filing articles of association, first $50,000 capital 
stock, $50; every additional $10,000, $5; increase, every additional 
^10,000, $5. Insurance — township mutual fire insurance companies, 
filing certificate of incorporation, $2, annual statement, $1, cer- 
tificate of authority, $1; domestic companies, fihng certificate of 
incorporation, $30, certificate of authority, $1; foreign companies, 
certificate of incorporation and by-laws, $30, statement of financial 
condition, $20, certificate of authority, $2; all companies (except 
township mutuals), filing certified copy of amendment to articles 
of incorporation, $10, annual statement, $20, summary of annual 
statement for publication, $10; general fees, certificate, including 
certified copy of authority, renewal, valuation of Ufe pohcies, cor- 
porate conditioner qualification, $1; copy of papers on file in com- 
missioner's office, 20 cents per foUo, and for certifying the same, $1; 
license to procure fire insurance in unadmitted foreign companies, 
$10; broker's license, $10; receiving and forwarding copy of sum- 
mons served upon commissioner of insm^ance, as attorney for insur- 
ance company, $2; receiving and filing certificate of valuation of 
policies by company's actuary or by the commissioner of any other 
state, $50. 

For examination and certification of public accountant, $25; phy- 
sicians, $10; special examination to nonresident physician, $50; 
osteopaths, $20; nurses, $5; dentists, $20; embalmera, $5; veterina- 
rians, $25; pharmacists, $10, annual fee, $2; private detective 
agencies, $10.- 

E. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Mumesota. 

County Revenues. 

a. general propekty taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are the same for county taxes as for state. 



2. Rate— 

County taxes are levied by the county commis- 
sioners. 

The rate is not to exceed 5 mills in counties with valuation of 
$1,000,000 or more. The amount of the tax is not to exceed $5,000 
in other counties, nor the rate 1 per cent. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no county poU taxes. 

O. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The counties receive 10 per cent of the inheritance 
taxes collected therein from the estates of resident 
decedents. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no county corporation taxes. 

E. business taxes, licenses, and FEES. 

Liquors, license for sale in quantities not less than five gallons, 
$500 per annum. The county also receives from municipalities, 
except cities of 10,000 population or more, 10 per cent of the liquor 
hcenses; ferries, $5 to $200 per annum; employment bureaus, $75 to 
$150 per annum; auctioneers, $10 per annum; transient merchants, 
$150 per annum; hawkers and peddlers, two horses, $30, one horse, 
$15, pushcart, $10, basket, $5, per annum. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are, in general, the same for municipal taxes 
as for state; but municipaUties may have their own 
assessment. 

2. Rate— 

For township purposes the rate is limited to 2 miUs 
in townships with a valuation of $100,000 or more, and 
the amount in other townships is not to exceed $150 
nor the rate one-half of 1 per cent. For road and 
bridge purposes the limit is 10 mills ; for support of the 
poor, 5 mUls; for school districts, not to exceed 15 mills, 
or for the erection of a schoolhouse, 1 per cent; and 
for public Ubraries, 2 mills. 

Cities are limited to 2 per cent for general purposes ; 
but the common council may also levy a tax not to 
exceed 1 mi-U for park purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant in any municipality in the 
state organized and operating under general laws, 
between the ages of 21 and 50, except paupers, insane 
persons and others exempted by law, is assessed not 
less than one nor more than four days' labor each year. 
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C. THE INHEKITANCE TAX. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

An insurance tax of 2 per cent of the gross premi- 
ums is paid to cities and villages where collected unless 
there is a duly organized firemen's relief association 
therein, in which event it is paid direct to the latter. 
The local board of underwriters in each municipality 
also receives directly from foreign insurance com- 
panies an additional 2 per cent of the gross premiums 
for the maintenance of a salvage corps. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The common councils of cities have power to license 
amusements, shows, billiard tables, pool tables, bowl- 
ing alleys, auctioneers, hawkers, and peddlers, the sale 
of liquors, pawnbrokers, and emplojTnent bureaus. 

Liquor licenses. — Cities of 10,000 or more, $1,000 per annum ; cities 
less than 10,000, $500 to $1,000 per annum. 

School Revenues. 

There is levied annually upon the taxable property 
of the state a tax of 1.23 mills, known as the "state 
school tax," of which 1 mill is added to the general 
school fund, making, together with sundry fees and 
fines, the "current school fund;" the state university 
receives the interest and income annually from the 
permanent university fund, and twenty-three one- 
hundredths mills on the dollar of the state school tax. 

The state's current school funds are apportioned 
among the several counties, according to the number 
of scholars, and thence to the school districts. Liquor 
licenses and fines are also so apportioned by the county. 

The county commissioners also levy an annual tax 
of 1 mill, known as the ' ' local mill tax." 

In school districts of over 50,000 inhabitants the 
total levy may not exceed 8 mills on the dollar; in 



districts having 20,000 inhabitants and not over 
50,000, the levy is not to exceed 11 mills. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS! 1913. 

The full value assessment was relaxed so as to permit iron ore, 
mined or unmined, to be assessed at 50 per cent of true value; house- 
hold goods and furniture at 25 per cent; live stock, poultry, agricul- 
tural products, stocks of merchandise with fixtures and furniture 
used therewith, all tools, implements, and machinery and all un- 
platted real estate, except iron mines, at 33J per cent; and all other 
property subject to general property tax at 40 per cent. 

The personal property of street railroad, plank road, gravel road, 
turnpike or bridge companies, was made listable in the county, town, 
village, city, or district where located, and there assessed. Ex- 
press companies were taxed 8 per cent and sleeping car companies 5 
per cent on their gross earnings. 

The mortgage registry tax rates are reduced to 15 cents on each 
$100 where mortgage runs for five years or less and 25 cents where 
for more than five years. This tax is appropriated one-sixth to the 
state, one-sixth to the county and the balance equally between the 
school district and other subdivision in which the real estate mort- 
gaged is situated. 

Pharmacists: Examination, $5; annual fee, $3. 

Trust companies were taxed 5 per cent of their gross earnings. 
Such companies which receive deposits subject to check other than 
trust deposits are assessed aa incorporated banks. 

Fire insurance companies were taxed three-eighths of 1 per cent 
of their gross premiimis for maintenance of the office of the state 
fire marshal. 

Counties were directed to levy a tax not to exceed 3 mills for the 
county road and bridge fund. Certain cities were authorized to 
levy a tax of one-half mill for pubUc musical entertainment. 
' Towns were authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 15 mills for 
road and bridge purposes, and, in an emergency, a further tax not 
to exceed 5 mills for the same purpose. Villages were authorized 
to levy a tax not to exceed 5 mills for a water and light plant. 

School districts in which a high or graded school is maintained 
were authorized to levy a school tax of 25 mills instead of 15 mills, 
as in other districts. Special school districts whose boundaries are 
coterminus with any city of the f omth class were authorized to levy 
a school tax not to exceed 20 mills. 

Certain changes in licenses were authorized, the principal ones 
being a cigarette license, $25, biennial; hotel and restaurant, annual 
license, $2; "salary loan" or ''chattel mortgage loan" companies, 
annual license, $25. Provision was also made for licensing the busi- 
ness of keeping fur-bearing animals for breeding purposes. 



MISSISSIPPI. 



The revenue system of Mississippi is distinguished 
by an elaborate system of privilege taxes for state 
revenue. There are the general property and poll 
taxes, and an income tax, adopted in 1912, but no 
inheritance tax. Most corporations are taxed on 
their property by the ad valorem tax, together with a 
privilege tax, but freight line and car equipment com- 
panies pay a "gross earnings" tax. 

Telegraph, express, sleeping car, and insurance 
privileges are taxable only by the state, but counties 
and municipalities may also lay taxes on other privi- 
leges up to 50 per cent of the state tax. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Mississippi Code of 1906. 
Session Laws to 1912. 



Drainage districts under government of commis- 
sions, obtain revenue from betterment taxes or special 
assessments. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 112. Taxation^ shall be uniform and equal throughout the 
state. Property shall be taxed in proportion to its value. The 
legislature may, however, impose a per capita tax upon such domes- 
tic animals as from their natm-e and habits are destructive of other 
property. Property shall be assessed for taxes under general laws, 
and by uniform rules, according to its true value. But the legisla- 
ture may provide for a special mode of valuation and assessment for 
railroads, and railroad and other corporate property, or for particular 
species of property belonging to persons, corporations, or associa- 
tions not situated wholly in one county. But all such property shall 
be assessed at its true value, and no county shall be denied the right 
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to levy county and special taxes upon such assessment as in other 
cases of property situated and assessed in the county. 

Sec. 80. Provision shall be made by general laws to prevent the 
abuse by cities, towns, and other municipal corporations of their 
powers of assessment, taxation, borrowing money, and contracting 
debts. 

Sec. 90. The legislature shall not pass local, private, or special 
laws relating to the exemption of property from taxation or from 
levy or sale, but provision is to be by general laws * * * 

Sec. 181. The property of all private corporations for pecuniary 
gain shall be taxed in the same way and to the same extent as the 
property of iadividuals, but the legislature may provide for the 
taxation of banks and banking capital, by taxing the shares accord- 
ing to the value thereof (augmented by the accumulations, surplus, 
and unpaid dividends), exclusive of real estate, which shall be 
taxed as other real estate. Exemptions from taxation to which 
corporations are legally entitled at the adoption of this constitution 
shall remain in full force and effect for the time of such exemptions 
as expressed in their respective charters, or by general laws, unless 
sooner repealed by the legislature. And domestic insurance com- 
panies shall not be required to pay a greater tax in the aggregate 
than is required to be paid by foreign insurance companies doing 
business in this state, except to the extent of the excess of their ad 
valorem tax over the privilege tax imposed upon such , foreign com- 
panies ; and the legislature may impose privilege taxes on building 
and loan associations in lieu of all other taxes except on their real 
estate. 

Sec 182. (The legislature is authorized to grant, by general laws, 
exemptions from taxation in the encouragement of manufactures 
and other new enterprises of public utility for a period of five 
years.) 

Sec. 192. (Cities and towns may by general laws be authorized 
to encourage the establishment of manufactories, gas works, water- 
works, and enterprises of public utility other than railroads, within 
the limits of the cities or towns, by exempting their property from 
municipal taxation for periods not longer than 10 years.) 

Secs. 228 to 239. (The alluvial land of the state is divided into two 
levee districts. The legislature shall impose for levee purposes, in 
addition to other levee taxes authorized by law, a. uniform tax of 
2 to 5 cents per acre per annum upon land embraced in the districts. 
The legislature may provide such system of taxation as it deems 
proper for the levee districts.) 

Sec 243. A uniform poll tax of $2 to be used in aid of the common 
schools, and for no other purpose, is hereby imposed on every 
male inhabitant of this state between the ages of 21 and 60 years, 
except persons who are deaf and dumb or bhud, or who are maimed 
by loss of hand or foot, said tax to be a lien only upon taxable prop- 
erty. The board of supervisors of any county may, for the purpose 
of aiding the common schools in that county, increase the poll tax 
in said county, but in no case shall the entire poll tax exceed in any 
one year $3 on each poll. No criminal proceedings shall be allowed 
to enforce the collection of the poll tax. 

Sec 206. There shall be a county common school fund, which 
shall consist of the poll tax to be retained in the counties where the 
same is collected, and a state common school fund, to be taken from 
the general fund in the state treasury, which together shall be suffi- 
cient to maintain the common schools for the term of four months 
in each scholastic year. But any county or separate school district 
may levy an additional tax to maintain its schools for a longer term 
than the term of four months. The state common school fund shall 
be distributed among the several counties and separate school dis- 
tricts in proportion to the number of educable children in each, to be 
determined from data collected through the office of the state super- 
intendent in the manner to be prescribed by law. 



OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessors, elected for four years. 

(2) County sheriff — ex officio tax collector of state and county 
taxes — elected for four years; in municipalities a collector is elected 
biennially. 

(3) County board of supervisors, five in each county, elected 
every four years. 

(4) Three railroad commissioners, elected for four years, who act 
as state railroad assessors. 

(5) State revenue agent, elected for four years. 

State Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
except that specially exempted by law, is subject to 
taxation. 

(1) Personal property, as defined in the statutes, includes goods, 
chattels, effects, evidences of rights of action, and all written in- 
struments by which any pecuniary obligation, or any right, title, 
or interest in any real or personal estate shall be created, acknowl- 
edged, transferred, incurred, defeated, discharged, or diminished. 

(2) Property includes personal property as defined above, and 
also every estate, interest, and right in lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments. 

(3) Exemptions, in additipn to public property, are: Cemeteries; 
property of religious, charitable, or educational institutions; 
hospitals; wearing apparel of every person, not including jewelry 
or watches; provisions for family consumption; farm products 
in the hands of the producer; guns, one for each owner; poultry; 
household furniture up to $250; 2 cows and calves, 20 head each of 
sheep and goats, 10 head of hogs, and colts under 3 years old; farm- 
ing implements; property of agricultural and mechanical associa- 
tions and fairs; libraries of all persons and works of art; tools of me- 
chanics; certain factories for five years; municipalities may grant 
alike exemption for lOyears or less;all state, county, and municipal, 
levee or school bonds, issued after April 1, 1906; all notes and 
evidences of indebtedness, and all money loaned at a rate of interest 
not exceeding 6 per cent. 

Grain separators and harvesters, feed crushers and cutters, rice 
and flouring mills of 20 horsepower and under exempt for five years 
beginning in 1912. 

i. Assessment. — There is one assessment for state, 
comity, and municipal piu-poses. The taxpayer is 
required to furnish the assessor with a sworn list of 
the items and their value of all his taxable personal 
property as of February 1. Lands are assessed be- 
tween February 1 and July 1 in every second year 
(1909-1911). 

Property is valued at the price it would bring at 
a voluntary sale, but the valuation given by the owner 
may be, upon the report of the assessor, corrected by 
the board of supervisors, who also adjust the assess- 
ment rolls in case of error, change in value, or 
ownership. 
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Real estate is assessed in the county where located 
and personal property where located on February 1. 
Money on deposit or loaned at interest either within 
or without the state is assessed and taxed where the 
owner resides. 

Railroads are taxed for state and local pvixposes upon the value of 
their general property, and an additional state tax in the nature of a 
privilege tax is levied. The assessment is made by the state rail- 
road commissioners upon the basis of schedules furnished by the 
company, as well as those furnished by the county and municipal 
assessors, considering the value of the franchise and the capital 
stock engaged in business in the state. The valuation is apportioned 
to the counties and municipalities. 

Shares of bank stock, state or national, are assessed to the share- 
holders upon a statement by the bank officers of the value of the 
shares augmented by accumulations, surplus, and unpaid dividends, 
and exclusive of the real estate of the bank. The taxes thereon 
are to be paid by the bank to the county collector at the state and 
county rate. Real estate of the bank is taxed as other real estate. 

Telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping car, palace car, and 
dining car companies are to be assessed for ad valorem taxation 
in the same manner as railroads by the railroad commissioners. 

Transient vendors and traders are required to make statements 
of the amount of sales, and ad valorem taxes are assessed thereon 
in addition to any privilege tax. 

c. Equalization. — The board of supervisors of each 
county examines the assessment rolls and equahzes the 
assessment between individuals. 

There is no state board of equalization. 

2. Rate — 

The state tax levies for 1912 and 1913 were fixed 
by the legislature at 6 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for state and county are collected by the sher- 
iff, who is ex officio collector for the county. It is the 
duty of every person assessed to pay taxes on or before 
December 15; all taxes dehnquent at that date are to 
be collected inomediately by distress and sale of any 
personal property liable therefor. After January 15 
the tax collector may advertise the sale of land for 
taxes on the first Monday in April. Taxes are a lien 
from February 1 of the assessment year. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

A state poU tax of $2 is levied upon every male 
inhabitant over 21 and under 60 years of age who is 
not deaf, dumb, bhnd, or maimed. The amount so 
collected is a credit to the county or separate school 
district where collected in the apportionment of the 
state school fund. Failure to pay the poll tax pre- 
vents voting at any election, or registration as a voter. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations pay an ad valorem tax on their lands, 
which is assessed like that of individuals. Corpora- 
tions are also assessed on their capital stock at the 



market value, an allowance being made for lands 
taxed, except in the case of banks and railroads. Cer- 
tain corporations also pay license or privilege taxes. 

Freight line companies, engaged in- operating or furnishing and 
leasing cars for the transportation of freight, and equipment com- 
panies engaged in furnishing or leasing cars of any description (such 
cars not being otherwise listed for taxation) pay an annual tax of 3 
per cent on their gross earnings in the state in lieu of all other taxes. 
The tax is assessed by the state auditor upon the gross earnings for the 
year ending December 31, and is collected by the state treasurer. 

Life insurance companies are required to pay annually a tax of 
2J per cent upon the gross amount of their premium receipts in the 
state, less death claims, matured endowments, and cash dividends 
paid under policy contracts in the state during the year; and all 
other than life insurance companies pay a tax of 2J per cent on gross 
receipts less return premiums, provided that domestic insurance 
companies are not required to pay a greater gross premium and 
privilege tax in the aggregate than is required of foreign comnanies. 

Agents of insurance companies not authorized to transact businesa 
in the state pay to the insurance commissioner an amount equal to 
3 per cent of the premiums of insurance written by them. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Privilege taxes, which are annual except where other- 
wise specified, are levied upon the following: 

Barber shops, per chair, $2.50; billiard tables, etc. — municipali- 
ties under 2,500 inhabitants, $100; cities, 2,500 to 7,500, $200; citiesi 
7,500 to 10,000, $300; cities, 10,000 to 20,000, $400; cities over 20,000 
$500; over seven tables, $75 additional for each table; bottling works — 
towns under 2,000 inhabitants, $5; towns, 2,000 to 3,000, $10; towns 
over 3,000, $25; cigarette dealers, $5; circuses — cities over 3,500 
inhabitants, $200; cities less than 3,500, seating capacity 2,000, 
$100; seating capacity less than 2,000, $50; fair or festival, $5; coal 
dealei^cities of over 5,000 inhabitants, $30; cities 1,000 to 5,000, 
$12.50; under 1,000, $5; hack lines, $25; transient horse traders sell- 
ing stock not raised in state — each county, $25; at public auction, 
$50; fire insurance adjusters, $25 (no city, town, village, or county 
is to levy any further tax); exhibition of trained animals, per day, 
$25; auctioners — notin towns, $5; towns, 1,000 to 3,000 inhabitants, 
$20; towns, 3,000 to 5,000, $25; towns over 5,000, $30; billposter, in 
cities or towns of 2,000 or more, $10; boats — wharf boats, $100; trad- 
ing boats, $200; trading boats (provisions and provender), $50; brok- 
ers, towns less than 3,000 inhabitants, $25; towns, 3,000 to 5,000, 
$50' towns over 5,000, $75; building and loan associations — those 
in which stock represents monthly payments not exceeding $500, 
$25; $500 to $1,000, $50; $1,000 to $2,000, $100; $2,000 to $3,000, 
$150; over $3,000, $200; foreign associations, $250 (in lieu of all 
taxes except on real estate); bicycles, hiring — towns, 2,500 inhabit- 
ants, $10; towns less than 2,500, $5; cane racks, each county, $50; 
street car companies, per mile, $20; cleaning, pressing, and dyeing 
establishments, 15,000 inhabitants or over, $15; when done by steam 
or electric power, $25; cities of less than 15,000 and over 5,000, $10; 
by steam, $12.50; cities less than 5,000, $5; by steam, $7.50; com- 
mercial agencies, $100; canning factories, $10; round bale cotton 
press— 1,000 bales, $15; 1,000 to 2,000, $20; more than 2,000, $30; 
cotton brokers, $25; cottonfactorsand buyerS, $25; cotton compress 
company, $50; capacity 20,000 to 30,000 bales, $100; 30,000 to 50,000 
bales, $150; over 50,000 bales, $200; cotton weigher — less than 2,000 
bales per year, $10; 2,000 to 4,000, $15; 4,000 to 5,000, $20; 5,000 to 
8,000, $25; 8,000 to 10,000, $30; over 10,000, $35; fruit and vegetable 
trading cars, $100, any firm operating 2 or more cars, $300; electric 
light companies in cities of less than 5,000 inhabitants, $25; 5,000 
and less than 7,500, $50; 7,500 and less than 10,000, $75; 10,000 and 
less than 12,500, $100; 12,500 and less than 15,000, $125; 15,000 
and less than 17,500, $150; 17,500 and less than 20,000, $200; 
20,000 and less than 25,000, $300; 25,000 and over, $400; certain 
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employment agents, $500; shows, exhibitions, etc., per day, $5; 
express companies, $250 (also $4 per mile of first-class track 
over which business is operated; $2 per mile on all second and 
third class ■ track) ; maintaining place for the delivery of liquors, 
$5,000; featherrenovators, each county, $100; fertilizing companies, 
capital less than $10,000, $25; $10,000 to $20,000, $50; $20,000 to 
$30,000,$75; $30,000 to $50,000, $100; $50,000 to $75,000, $150;$75,000 
to $100,000, $200; over $100,000, $250; ferries (other than steam)— 
income, $300 to $600, $5; income over $600, $10; steam ferries, $150; 
gypsies, $250 for each county; gins, $25; guarantee companies, $100 
(no additional tax to be imposed by cities or towns) ; fortune tellers, 
in each county, $100; architects, $10; breweries— bottling, $150; 
brickyards making between 35,000 and 500,000 brick per annum, $5; 
500,000 to 1,000,000, $10; over 1,000,000, $20; dealers in coffins— cities 
or towns of less than 1,000 inhabitants, $10; 1,000 to 2,000, $25; 2,000 
to 3,000, $50; 3,000 to 5,000, $75; if dealer is an embalmer, $10 addi- 
tional; if dealer is an undertaker, $100 in all cities; contractors — 
cities of over 10,000 inhabitants, where the number of men employed 
is 10 or more, $50; 3 to 10 men employed, $30; cities of 5,000 to 
10,000, where the number of men employed is 10 or more, $20; 3 
to 10, $10; cities of between 2,000 and 5,000 where the number 
of men employed is 10 or more, $15; 3 to 10, $10; towns of less than 
2,000, $7.50; confectionery store, $5; cottonseed buyers, $10; em- 
balmers, $10; engineers (civil or electrical), $5; foundries and 
machine shops, in cities of over 10,000 inhabitants, $50; 5,000 to 
10,000, $25; gas companies — cities of less than 2,000 inhabitants, 
$30; 2,000 and less than 5,000, $50; 5,000 and less than 10,000, 
$100; 10,000 and less than 15,000, $150; 15,000 and less than 
20,000, $200; 20,000 and less than 25,000, $250; 25,000 and over, 
$300; hotels — capacity of 100 guests, in cities of over 5,000 
inhabitants, $150; capacity, 50 to 100, in cities of over 5,000, 
$100; capacity 25 to 50, in cities of over 5,000, $75; capacity less 
than 25, in cities of over 5,000, $40; capacity of 25 in cities of 
2,000 to 5,000, $40; less capacity, $20 in cities of 2,000 to 5,000; 
towns of less than 2,000 and in all other than incorporated towns, 
$10; unincorporated districts, capacity 25 to 75, $25; over 75, 
$50; ice factories — capacity 5 tons per day, $25; capacity 10 
tons per. day, $35; capacity 10 to 15 tons per day, $50; capacity 
15 to 25 tons per day, $75; capacity over 25 tons per day, $100; 
incorporated insurance agencies, cities of over 3,000, $100; less 
than 3,000, $50; fire insurance agents, cities of over 2,000, 
$30; others, $15; lifeinsuranceagents, in each county, $10, in whole 
state, $30; industrial insurance agents, $3; agent for insurance other 
than life or industrial, $10; junk dealers, cities over 10,000, $50; 
5,000 to 10,000, $25; others, $15; laundries, with weekly receipts over 
$10, cities of 8,000, tax is $25; less than 5,000, $15; agents of foreign 
companies, $5; lawyers, $10; insiu-ance companies, $100; fraternal 
orders, $25; lightning rod agent, each county, $200; livery stables — 
towns under 500 inhabitants, $5; 500 to 2,000, $10; 2,000 to 3,000, $20; 
3,000 to 5,000, $30; 5,000 to 10,000, $40; over 10,000, $60; each other 
stable in which animals are stabled for a fee, other than livery, feed, 
and sale stable, $10; lumberyards, sales 500,000 feet or more, $100; 
250,000 to 500,000, $50; 100,000 to 250,000 feet, $20; lumber dealers 
or brokers, sales over 20,000,000 feet, $150; 10,000,000 to 20,000,000, 
$100; 5,000,000 to 10,000,000, $50; 5,000,000 or less, $25; lumber 
buyer, $25; lunch house stands — ^railroad, $15; others, $5; meat 
markets— cities of 10,000 or more inhabitants, $25; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$15; 3,000 to 5,000, $10; less than 3,000, $5; merry-go-rounds, etc., 
cities, $25; towns, $10; oleomargarine dealers, $5; oil depots, $50; 
hacks and omnibuses — cities 2,000 inhabitants or more, each hack, 
$5; less than 2,000, $2.50; drays, $2.50; optician, $10; oyster fishermen, 
each vessel of one ton gross burden or under, $1; 1 to 5 tons, $2.50; 
5 to 10 tons, $5; 10 to 20 tons, $10; over 20 tons, $15; oyster dealers, 
cities of 5,000 inhabitants or more, $5; meat packing houses, each 
county, $200; patent medicine vendors, $150; transient vendors in 
each county, $100; pawnbrokers, $250 ($250 additional if dirks, 
knives, sword canes, or knucks are received or sold) ; peddlers, on foot, 
in each county, $30; one horse, in each county, $40; one horse and 
wagon, in each county, $50; two horses and wagon, in each county. 



$80; peddlers of tinware or pottery, in each county, $20; transient 
vendors of merchandise, in each county, $100; photograph galleries, 
$5; in cities over 2,000 inhabitants, $10; in railroad car, for state, 
$50; for one county, $10; traveling photographers, state, $20; one 
county $10; pistol cartridge dealers, $50; piano and organ agents, 
$20; planing mills— capacity of 5,000 to 25,000 feet per day, $5; 
25,000 to 50,000 feet, $25; 50,000 to 75,000 feet, $37.50; 75,000 to 
100,000, $50; over 100,000, $62.50; plumbers, cities of over 10,000 
inhabitants, where they have waterworks, $50; 5,000 to 10,000, $25; 
others, $10; railroad eating houses — ^trunk lines, $125; when one train 
only, $50; other lines with two trains, $30; other lines with one train, 
$15; peddlers, selling illuminating oil, each one-horse wagon, $15; 
two-horse wagons, $25; selling cottonseed or cooking oil, each one- 
horse wagon, $10; two-horse wagon, $15; restaurants — cities over 
5,000 inhabitants, $30; cities 1,000 to 5,000, $20; others, $5; real 
estate agents, cities of 10,000 or over, $25; 5,000 to 10,000, $15; 
under 5,000, $5; scalpers, $25; sewing machine agency, $100; 
agent, $10; each company, in Ueu of ageiicy tax, $300; shooting 
galleries, cities 4,000 or more, $20; cities 2,000 to 4,000, $15; 
cities 1,000 to 2,000, $10; towns less than 1,000, $5; sawmills, 
capacity 5,000 to 7,500 feet per day, $10; 7,500 to 15,000, $25; 
15,000 to 25,000 feet, $50; 25,000 to 50,000, $100; 50,000 to 
75,000, $150; 75,000 to 100,000 feet, $200; over 100,000, $250; 
shingle mills — capacity 5,000 to 10,000 shingles per day, $2.50; 
10,000 to 20,000 shingles, $5; 20,000 to 30,000 shingles, $10; 30,000 
to 40,000 shingles, $15; 40,000 to 50,000, $20; 50,000 to 75,000, $25; 
over 75,000, $50; stave and spoke factory, $25; street fairs, per week, 
$10; shows in general, per day, $25; side shows, per day, $20; trav- 
eling gallery, for each county, $10; skating rink or bicycle rink — ■ 
cities of over 10,000, $50; 3,000 to 10,000, $30; 1,000 to 3,000, $15; 
under 1,000, $7.50; sleeping car and palace car companies, $2.50 
per mile of first-class railroad; and $1.50 per mile of second and third 
class railroad over which the company runs its cars; soda fountain — 
towns of over 2,000 inhabitants, $10; towns 300 to 2,000, $5; soda 
water in bottles, $2.50; stallions, jacks, $10; stores, stock under 
$300,12.50; stock $300 to $1,000, $5; stock $1,000 to $2,000, $10; stock 
$2,000 to $3,500, $15; stock $3,500 to $5,000, $20; stock $5,000 to 
$7,500, $25; stock $7,500 to $10,000, $30; stock $10,000 to $12,000 
$35; stock $12,000 to $15,000, $40; stock $15,000 to $20,000, $50; 
stock $20,000 to $25,000, $60; stock $25,000 to $35,000, $90; stock 
$35,000 to $50,000, $120; stock $50,000 to $75,000, $200; stock 
$75,000 to $100,000, $250; stock $100,000 to $125,000, $300; stock 
over $125,000, $350; second hand clothing, $500; telegraph com- 
panies operating 1,000 miles of line or more, $250; telegraph com- 
panies, per mile of line less than 1,000 miles, 25 cents; telephone 
exchanges, 50 subscribers or less, $2.50; 50 to 100 subscribers, $7.50; 
100 to 125 subscribers, $12.50; 125 to 175 subscribers, $25; 175 to 225 
subscribers, $37.50; 225 to 300 subscribers, $50; 300 to 500 subscrib- 
ers, $75; 500 or more, $100; long-distance companies, 1,000 miles or 
more, $250; 500 to 1,000 miles, per mile, 25 cents; 250 to 500 miles, 
per mile, 15 cents; 100 to 250 miles, per mile, 10 cents; less than 100 
miles, per mile, 5 cents; theaters — cities of over 4,000, with seating 
capacity of over 750 persons, $100; with seating capacity of less than 
750 persons, $50; cities of 2,000 to 4,000, $35; cities of 1,000 to 2,000, 
$25; other such halls, $5, dance halls, $10; trading cars — traveling 
250 miles, $250; 150 to 250 miles, $150; less than 150 miles, $100; 
vendors of spectacles, each county, $10; for entire state, $50; tran- 
sient vendors of bed springs, if maker, $15; each employee, $5; if 
not maker, each county, $5; territorial agency for bed springs, or 
washing machine, $25; vendors of jewelry, transient, per county, 
$50; vendors of stoves, clocks, and vehicles, per county, ?'200; tran- 
sient dealers in merchandise who take security therefor on any other 
property of any kiad additional to the property sold, per county, 
$500; turpentine distilleries — daily capacity 10 barrels or less, $25; 
10 to 30 barrels, $50; over 30 barrels, $100; veterinary surgeon, $10; 
waterworks — cities of 10,000 inhabitants or more, $250; 3,000 to 
10,000, $100; 1,000 to 3,000, $50; less than 1,000, $20; artesian 
wells, $10; dealers in deadly weapons, $100; air guns and target 
rifles, $25; warehouses— villages of 300 inhabitants or less, $2.50; 
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villages of 300 to 500, 15; villages of 500 to 1,000, $10; 1,000 to 
2,000, $15; over 2,000, $20; woodyards— cities of 8,000 inhabit- 
ants, $20; 5,000 to 8,000, $10; under 5,000, $5; mineral water 
bottlers, $20; state agency sale of mineral waters, $20; transient 
vendors of mineral waters, $10; cigar stands, $10; dealers in cash 
registers, typewriters, adding machines and credit registers, $10; 
dealers in oriental wares and novelties, in each county, $100; 
marble dealers, $15; security dealers or loan agents, $25; near beer 
joints, $500; cottonseed-oil mills, capacity under 20 tons per day, 
$85; between 20 and 80 tons, $175; between 80 and 100 tons, $250; 
between 100 and 140 tons, $350; between 140 and 175 tons, $750; be- 
tween 175 and 200 tons, $1,000; over 200 tons, $1,250; mail order 
business, $10; railroads (mileage within levee district on which 
levee taxes are paid, excepted) first class, per mile, $45; second 
class, $25; third class, $10; na,rrow gauge, $2.50; levee district, first 
class, $20; second class, $15; third class, $7.50; narrow gauge, $2.50; 
bowling alleys, municipalities under 2,000, $30; cities 2,000 to 5,000, 
$50; cities 5,000 to 10,000, $75; cities, 10,000 and over, $100; moving 
picture show, seating capacity less than 750, $50; 750 to 1,000, $75; 
1,000 or over, $100, where such attraction is located in a city or town 
under 1,000, $15; 1,000 to 2,500, $25; all transfers of realty other 
than by deeds of trust or mortgages, $1 per $1,000 of the consid- 
eration; coca-cola, etc., bottlers, daily capacity less than 100 dozen 
bottles, $50; 100 to 200 dozen bottles, $100; 200 to 400 dozen, $150; 
over 400 dozen, $400; wholesale dealers in these drinks, $50; retail 
in towns over 1,000, $12.50; towns 300 to 1,000, $7.50; under 300, 
$5; motor vehicles, under 25 horsepower, $5; 25 to 40 horsepower, 
$15; 40 to 50 horsepower, $20; over 50 horsepower, $25; trading 
stamps, $250; extracting tiupentine, one-fourth of 1 per cent for 
each cup or box; creosoting plants, one-fortieth of 1 mill on each 
foot of timber treated; timber lands, company or person holding 
over 1,000 acres, 20 cents per acre; wholesale packers, $250; each 
agent, $10; automobile garage, or dealers, cities over 5,000, $50; less 
than 5,000, $25; each automobile for hire in cities over 2,000, $10; 
elsewhere, $5; motor boat for hire, $5; newsdealers on trains, $50, 
and 20 cents additional per mile of track over which business is 
conducted; ice cars retailing ice, $25; selling cannon crackers over 
6 inches, $25; nonresident hunters, $10 to state, $10 to county. 

Confederate soldiers, or their wives or widows, deaf and dumb, or 
maimed persons are exempted from pajdng privilege taxes on cer- 
tain occupations or trades, provided they are residents of the state 
and their property does not exceed $1,000 in value. 

Insurance, telegraph, express, sleeping car companies, building 
and loan associations, and commercial agencies are required to pay 
for their privileges to the auditor of public accounts under penalty 
of double the tax. Other privileges are paid to the county collector. 
The license is a personal privilege and does not exempt from taxa- 
tion the property used in the business. 

Secretary of state. — Issuing commissions to notaries, $5; charters of 
corporations not for profit, $3; charter fee on corporations for profit — 
capital stock $10,000, $20; $10,000 to $30,000, $40; $30,000 to $50,000 
$60; $50,000 and over, one-tenth of 1 per cent (no fee is to exceed 
$250). Amendments to charters, $5; foreign corporations, charter, 
$15; filing articles of consolidation, $25; for certified copy of a char- 
ter, $10; for filing other articles of agreement between corporations, 
$20. 

Insurance commissioner. — From insurance companies, certifi- 
cates of authority to general or district agent or manager, $3; to local 
agent, $2; filingpreUminary statement, $20; annual statement, $10; 
copy of annual statement with certificate, $5; filing any other paper, 
$1; certificate of examination, $2, seal, $1; service of process on 
commissioner as attorney, $2; examination of domestic company, 
$25; foreign company, $25 per diem. 

For filing charter of fraternal insurance company, $25; annual 
statement, $10. 

Mutual fire insurance companies.— For filing preliminary state- 
ment, $10; annual statement, $10; privilege liscense, $25; district 
agent, $3 ; local agent, $2. These licenses are in lieu of all other taxes 
except the ad valorem tax on real estate. Permit to sell shares of 



stock of any insurance company, $200; agents offering stock for sale, 
$10; persons insured by unauthorized companies against fire, light- 
ning or tornado, pay 3 per cent on premiujos paid on policy, and a 
fee of $1 for filing statement. 

Commissioner of agriculture. — For guaranteed analysis of com- 
mercial fertilizer, $5; for tags, 20 cents per ton; commercial feeds, 
inspection tax, 20 cents per ton. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

A tax of 5 mills on the dollar for the general rerenue 
fund of the state is levied on all annual incomes which 
exceed $2,500. The word ' 'income" as used in the act, 
is deemed and taken to mean "gross profits," pro- 
vided that no reduction is allowed for any amounts 
paid out for permanent improvements made to increase 
the value of any property or estate, or for the increase 
of capital, or capital stock. Where the income is de- 
rived from property on which an ad valorem tax is paid 
the amount of the ad valorem tax is deducted from the 
income. 

The assessors obtain from persons liable to the tax a 
sworn statement of their income, which is forwarded to 
the state auditor, who computes the tax, and furnishes 
the county collectors with the list. The time and 
method of collection are the same as for other state 
taxes. 

County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equali- 
zation thereof are the same for county taxes as for 
state. 

2. Rate — 

Boards of supervisors may levy taxes for all pur- 
poses, which, exclusive of road and county school taxes, 
added to the state tax will make 16 mills on the dollar. 

By vote of a majority of the electors of any super- 
visor's district the county board may issue bonds to an 
amount up to 10 per cent of the assessed valuation of 
property in the district to provide funds for road con- 
struction and maintenance within that district. To 
repay in instalments such bond issue a special tax 
may be levied against the property in such district 
only. 

The board of supervisors of the county may levy a 
special tax, not exceeding 50 cents per acre in any one 
year, on overflowed lands for each swamp-land district. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All male persons between the ages of 18 and 50 
years, except ministers, students, teachers, members 
of the national guard, seafaring men, and those dis- 
abled, are liable to 8 days', road service. This does not 
apply to persons living in 'cities where commutation 
taxes are imposed under municipal authority. The 
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road duty may be conimuted by payment of $3. The 
money thus collected is expended in the district under 
the direction of a road commissioner. Counties 
adopting commutation payment may elect a special 
collector of road commutation taxes. County boards 
of supervisors may also levy an additional poll tax of 
not exceeding $1 on each male inhabitant liable to 
pay state poll tax, to be used in the maintenance of 
schools. The state poll tax of $2 is apportioned by 
the county to school districts in which collected. 

D. COKPOEATION TAXES. 

There are no coimty corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Privileges are not subject to taxation by the county. 
The county collects a tax of $1 on male dogs, and $3 
on femala dogs, which goes into the schoolhouse im- 
provement fund. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no county income tax. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equahzation thereof are the same for municipal taxa- 
tion as for state. The assessment of personal prop- 
erty and polls is entered separately on the roUs for 
each city, town, or village, or for each election district 
of the county. Municipalities may exempt certain 
manufactories from taxation for a term not exceeding 
10 years. 

2. Bate— 

The levy of mimicipal taxes is made by the mayor 
and board of aldermen. The limit for general revenue 
and improvements is 12 miUs on the dollar; in villages 
of 300 inhabitants this limit is 4 mills. The limita^ 
tions on the tax rate of municipalities do not apply to 
cities which adopt the commission form of government 
authorized by statute of 1912. 

By a majority vote of the qualified electors, cities of 
over 5,000 inhabitants may levy a tax not to exceed 
20 mills on the dollar for general revenue and im- 
provements and a like rate for a special school system. 

Municipalities may contract with counties to jointly 
maintain roads leading into such municipahties. The 
city, town, or village may for its share of such expense 
levy an additional tax not to exceed 3 mills. 

3. Collection — 

The collection is made by the municipal collector 
during the time and in the same manner that state and 
county taxes are collected. 

B. POLL taxes. 

Each municipality constitutes a separate road dis- 
trict, and the mayor and board of aldermen are au- 
42649°— 14 9 



thorized to compel all able-bodied males between the 
ages of 18 and 55 to annually work six days on streets 
or in lieu thereof pay $3. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no corporation taxes. 

E. business taxes, licenses, and fees. 

Privileges are subject to taxation by municipahties 
of over 600 inhabitants to an amoimt not exceeding 50 
per cent of the state tax, but telegraph, express, and 
sleeping car companies, building and loan associations, 
and commercial agencies on which the tax is paid 
directly to the state are not taxable by municipal 
authority. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

Municipalities do not share in the income tax. 

School Revenues. 

The state school funds are distributed by the auditor 
of public accounts to the counties and separate school 
districts. 

The sixteenth section fund is managed by the county 
boards of supervisors for the respective townships. 
The revenue of this fund is paid for schools within the 
township for hmited purposes. 

The board of supervisors of the county may levy for 
school purposes a general tax on all the property in 
the county which is outside the limits of any separate 
school district. Every municipahty, which is a sepa- 
rate school district, may levy like taxes for the main- 
tenance of schools. 

For separate school districts having no municipal 
organization the county board of supervisors, on peti- 
tion, levies a special tax, which, once fixed, is levied 
thereafter annually. Collection is made by the coimty 
tax collector, deposited with the county treasurer, and 
disbursed on order of the school district trustees. 

The state poll tax of $2 is collected by the counties 
and distributed to the school districts in which col- 
lected. The county may levy an additional poll tax 
of $1 for school purposes. 

The returns from the dog tax are credited to the 
schoolhouse improvement fund and are distributed in 
the districts where collected. 

School districts may by petition of a majority of the 
resident taxpayers levy a special tax sufficient to pro- 
vide fuel and other incidental expense of the school in 
said district. 

For county agricultural high schools a special tax 
of not more than 2 mills may be levied annually. The 
state board of education may order paid from state 
funds $1,000 each to counties maintaining agricultural 
high schools. 
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Missouri draws its revenue largely from the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal purposes. 
This is supplemented by an extensive system of busi- 
ness taxes and licenses and a collateral inheritance tax. 
There are no special corporation taxes except a tax on 
the premiums of foreign insurance companies. There 
are, however, a number of important fees levied on 
insurance companies, and for incorporation. The poll 
tax is left to the counties and municipalities. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 1. The taxing power may be exercised by the general aasem- 
bly for state purposes, and by counties and other municipal corpora- 
tions, under authority granted to them by the general assembly, 
for county and other corporate piurposes. 

Sec. 2. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended by act of the general assembly. 

Sec. 3. Taxes maybe levied and collected for public purposes only. 
They shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects within the 
territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and all taxes shall 
be levied and collected by general laws. 

Sec. 4. All property subject to taxation shall be taxed in propor- 
tion to its value. 

Sec 5. All railroad corporations in this state, or doing business 
therein, shall be subject to taxation for state, county, school, munic- 
ipal, and other purposes, on the real and personal property ownfed or 
used by them, and on their gross earnings, their net earnings, their 
franchises, and their capital stock. 

Sec 6. The property, real and personal, of the state, counties, and 
other municipal corporations, and cemeteries, shall be exempt from 
taxation. Lots in incorporated cities or towns, or within one mile 
of the limits of any such city or town, to the extent of one acre, and 
lots one mile or more distant from such cities or towns, to the extent 
of five acres, with the buildings thereon, may be exempted from 
taxation when the same are used exclusively for religious worship, 
for schools, or for purposes purely charitable; also such property, 
real and personal, as may be used exclusively for agricultural or 
horticultural societies: Provided, That such exemptions shall be 
only by general law. 

Sec 7. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than 
the property above enumerated, shall be void. 

Sec 8. The state tax on property, exclusive of the tax necessary 
to pay the bonded debt of the state, shall not exceed 20 cents on the 
$100 valuation; and whenever the taxable property of the state shall 
amount to $900,000,000 the rate shall not exceed 15 cents. 

Sec 9. No county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, 
nor the inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein,' shall be re- 
leased or discharged from their or its proportionate share of taxes to 
be levied for state piu-poses, nor shall commutation for such taxes be 
authorized in any form whatsoever. 

Sec 10. The general assembly shall not impose taxes upon coun- 
ties, cities, towns, or other municipal corporations or upon the in- 
habitants or property thereof, for county, city, town, or other munic- 
ipal purposes, but may, by general laws, vest in the corporate au- 
thorities thereof the power to assess and collect taxes for such 
purposes. 

Sec 11. Taxes for county, city, town, and school purposes may be 
levied on all subjects and objects of taxation; but the valuation 
therefor shall not exceed the valuation of the same property in such 
town, city, or school district for state and county purposes. For 
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county purposes the annual rate on property, in counties having 
$6,000,000 or less, shall not, in the aggregate, exceed 50 cents on the 
$100 valuation; in counties having $6,000,000 and under $10,000,000 
said rate shall not exceed 40 cents on the $100 valuation; in counties 
having $10,000,000 and under $30,000,000, said rate shall not exceed 
50 cents on the $100 valuation; and in counties having $30,000,000 
or more, said rate shall not exceed 35 cents on the $100 valuation. 
For city and town purposes the annual rate on property in cities and 
towns having 30,000 inhabitants or more shall not, in the aggregate, 
exceed 100 cents on the $100 valuation; in cities and towns having 
less than 30,000 and over 10,000 inhabitants, said rate shall not ex- 
ceed 60 cents on the $100 valuation; in cities and towns having less 
than 10,000 and more than 1,000 inhabitants, said rate shall not 
exceed 50 cents on the $100 valuation; and in towns having 1,000 
inhabitants or less, said rate shall not exceed 25 cents on the $100 
valuation. For school purposes in districts composed of cities 
which have 100,000 inhabitants or more, the aimual rate on property 
shall not exceed 60 cents on the $100 valuation and in other dis- 
tricts 40 cents on the $100 valuation: Provided, The aforesaid annual 
rates for school purposes may be increased, in districts formed of 
cities and towns, to an amount not to exceed $1 on the $100 valua- 
tion, and in other districts to an amount not to exceed 65 cents on 
the $100 valuation, on the condition that a majority of the voters 
who are taxpayers, voting at an election held to decide the question, 
vote for said increase. For the purpose of erecting public buildings 
in counties, cities, or school districts, the rates of taxation herein 
limited may be increased when the rate of such increase and the 
purpose for which it is intended shall have been submitted to a vote 
of the people, and two-thirds of the qualified voters of such county, 
city, or school district, voting at such election, shall vote therefor. 
The rate herein allowed to each county shall be ascertained by the 
amount of taxable property therein, according to the last assessment 
for state and county purposes, and the rate allowed to each city or 
town by the number of inhabitants, according to the last census 
taken under the authority of the state, or of the United States; said 
restrictions as to rates shall apply to taxes of every kind and descrip- 
tion, whether general or special, except taxes to pay valid indebted- 
ness now existing, or bonds which may be issued in renewal of such 
indebtedness: Provided, That the city of St. Louis may levy for 
municipal purposes, in addition to the municipal rate of taxation 
above provided, a rate not exceeding the rate which would be 
allowed for county piu-poses if said city were part of a county. 

Sec 14. (Provision for payment of accruing interest on bonded 
debt of the state, and to reduce the state debt, $250,000 per year.) 

Sec 18. There shall be a state board of equalization, consisting of 
the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, and 
attorney general. The duty of said board shall be to adjust and 
equalize the valuation of real and personal property among the sev- 
eral counties in the state, and it shall perform such other duties as 
are or may be prescribed by law. 

Sec 21 . No corporation, company, or association, other than those 
formed for benevolent, religious, scientific, or educational purposes, 
shall be created or organized under the laws of this state, unless 
the persons named as corporators shall, at or before the filing of the 
articles of association or incorporation, pay into the state treasury $50 
forthe[first]$50,000orle8sof capital stock and a further sum of $5 for 
every additional $10,000 of its capital stock, and no such corporation, 
company, or association shall increase its capital stock without first 
paying into the treasury $5 for every $10,000 of increase: Pro- 
vided, That nothing contained in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the general assembly from levying a further tax on the 
franchises of such corporation. 

Sec 22. In addition to the taxes authorized to be levied for 
county purposes under and by virtue of section 2, Article X of the 
constitution of this state, the county courts in the several counties 
of this state, not under township organization and the township 
board of directors, in the several counties under township organiza- 
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tion, may in their discretion levy and collect in the same manner as 
state and county taxes are collected, a special tax not exceeding 
25 cents on each $100 valuation, to be used for road and bridge pur- 
poses, but for no other purpose whatever; and the power hereby 
given said county courts and township boards is declared to be a 
discretionary power. 

OmCEES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

In counties having township organization: 

(1) Township assessor; township clerk, elected biennially, is ex 
officio assessor. 

(2) Xownship collector, elected biennially. 
In cities: 

(3) City assessor in cities of the first class, appointed by the mayor. 
City assessor may appoint one or more competent deputies. The 
city board of appeals consists of the mayor, comptroller, and the 
president of the common council. 

(4) City treasurer in cities of the first class, elected for two years, 
who acts ex officio as city collector. 

(5) City assessor in cities of the second class, appointed by the 
mayor for two years. 

(6) City treasvirer in cities of the second class, who acts ex officio 
as collector. 

(7) Assessors in cities of the third and fourth classes, elected for 
two years. 

(8) Collectors in cities of the third and fourth classes, elected for 
two years. 

In the counties generally: 

(9) County assessor, elected for a term of four years. No person is 
to hold the office two successive terms. 

(10) Collector of the revenue, elected for four years. 

(11) County board of equalization, composed of the county clerk, 
county surveyor, the judges of the county court, and the county 
assessor. In counties having township organization the sheriS is a 
member. 

(12) State board of equalization, consisting of the governor, state 
auditor, treasurer, secretary of state, and attorney general. 

(Note.) — "County" includes St. Louis. All services required of 
county officers are to be performed by the corresponding officers of 
the city of St. Louis. 

(13) License collector, in cities having 300,000 inhabitants or more 
(St. Louis only) elected everj' four years, collects all license taxes 
required by law or ordinance, excepting the dramshop and wharfage 
licenses, the tax on telegraph and telephone poles, the dog tax, 
the merchant ad valorem tax, the vehicle license tax, and the 
special tax; on foreign insurance companies. 

(14) In St. Louis the duties of the county board of equalization 
relating to taxation of merchants are vested in a board of manufac- 
turers' and merchants' tax equalization composed of three real 
estate owners, resident for 10 years in said city, appointed by the 
mayor. 

Assessors are compensated by commissions based on the number of 
lists — 25 cents per list for taking the first 3,000, and 20 cents for 
each list in addition thereto, and a fee of 3 cents per entry for making 
personal asses£.ment book. 

State Revenues. 

a. general peopeety taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
real and personal, is subject to taxation except as 
specially exempted. 

(1) Real property includes not only the land itself, but also the 
buildings, structures, and improvements and other permanent fix- 



tures thereon, all mills, factories, and machinery connected there- 
with, and all rights and privileges appertaining thereto. 

(2) Personal property includes bonds, stocks, moneys, credits, 
capital stock, and every tangible thing subject to ownership not part 
or parcel of real property. 

(3) For the purpose of state, county, and municipal taxes, mer- 
chandise held by merchants, and the raw material, merchandise, 
finished products, tools, machinery, and appliances used or kept 
on hand by manufacturers, constitute a class separate and distinct. 

(4) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property 
used for religious purposes, including chin-ches and parsonages; 
schools and institutions of charity; property of agricultural and hor- 
ticultural societies. (See Constitution, Art. X, sec. 6.) There is 
also certain property exempted by legislative contract prior to the 
adoption of the present constitution. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is one assessment 
roll made up by the assessors of the counties, towns, 
and districts, but certain property is assessed by the 
state board of equalization. Every person is required 
to make a statement under oath of all his real and per- 
sonal property, with the value thereof as of the 1st of 
June in each year. Penalty for refusing to take the 
oath is a fine of $10 to $1,000. The assessor is to assess 
all property at its true value in money or the cash 
price at the time of hsting, but if a person fails to make 
his statement, the assessor is to Hst the property at 
double its value, or at treble the value in case of a 
fraudtilent hst. 

Mortgages on real estate are assessed as personal property, and the 
mortgagee is required to give them in for taxation, while the land is 
also taxed on its assessed value without deducting the value of the 
mortgage. 

Shares of stock in banks and insurance companies are assessed at 
their true value in money, less the value of the real estate repre- 
sented by them, together with all reserved funds, undivided profits, 
premiums, and earnings. Insurance companies doing business on 
the mutual plan without capital stock are to make return of the net 
value of all assets. The taxes assessed on the shares of stock or net 
assets are to be paid by the corporation and may be recovered by it 
from the shareholders. Shares of stock in manufacturing compa- 
nies are not subject to taxation against the owners. Taxes on shares 
of stock in an insurance company and building and loan association 
are payable by the owners thereof, and not by the corporation or 
association. 

Railroad property used in operation and franchises are assessed 
by the state board of equalization, including such proportion of 
the total value of the rolling stock as the number of miles in the 
state bears to the total length of the road. The unit rule thus 
applies to rolling stock only. The county courts of the several 
counties examine the statements made by the railroads and make 
corrections before submission to the state board. 

Car companies of all kinds are assessed by the state board on the 
average value of cars in use in the state. 

The entire property, real and personal, including franchises, of 
street car. companies is assessed by the state board on the basis of 
returns to the state auditor in the manner that raihoad property is 
assessed. The state board of equalization apportions its assessment 
to each county, municipal township, city, or incorporated town in 
which the road is located, according to mileage. 

"Local" property of railroad companies, including lands, ma- 
chine and work shops, roundhouses, warehouses, and other build- 
ings is assessed by the assessors of the several counties, cities, towns, 
and villages. 

Telegraph, telephone, toll and interstate bridges, and express 
companies are assessed by the state board of equalization on their 
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property, real and personal, including franchises, in the same man 
ner as railroad property. Penalty for failure to render the required 
statement is forfeiture of $100 for county public school fund in each 
county in which such bridge, express, telegraph, or telephone 
company has used its franchises. 

The franchises (other than the right to be a corporation) of all 
conduit, water, electric light, and gas companies, and of all similar 
quasi public corporations possessing special and pecuUar privileges 
and authorized by law to perform public service, are assessed locally 
as other property of such corporations is assessed. 

c. Equalization. — Cities of the first class have their 
own boards of appeal, which equaUze the city assess- 
ment. 

The county board of equalization equaUzes the val- 
uation on all real and personal property in the county 
to make it conform to its true value. 

The state board of equaUzation adjusts and equal- 
izes the valuation of real and personal property among 
the several counties in the state. It has power to 
equalize the assessment of each class of property, real 
and personal, separately. 

2. Rate — 

The state tax on property, exclusive of the tax neces- 
sary to pay the bonded debt of the state, is fixed by 
the constitution and is not to exceed 20 cents on the 
$100 valuation ; and whenever the taxable property of 
the state amounts to $900,000,000 the rate is not to 
exceed 15 cents. For the payment of state indebted- 
ness the rate is 2 cents on the $100. 

The qualified electors of the state at a special elec- 
tion in August, 1911, voted to levy an annual tax of 2 
cents on each $100 valuation to provide for accruing 
interest on bonds and the creation of a sinking fund 
for the purpose of erecting a new state capitol. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the coUector of revenue 
for the county. He gives notice when the taxpayers 
are to meet him and pay their taxes. After October 
1 the coUector may seize and sell goods and chattels as 
under execution, and after January 1, 1 per cent a 
month is added. Taxes are a hen on real property on 
which they are assessed, and after January 1 the state's 
liens for taxes may be enforced by suit and sale. 

Railroad taxes due the state, county, cities, towns, villages, and 
school districts are due September 1 and payable to the county col- 
lector. These taxes are delinquent after January 1 and collection 
is enforced by suit. 

The coUector is compensated by commissions on the 
amount coUected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. (See County Revenues.) 

O. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property passing by wiU or by the intestate laws 
of the state, or transferred in contemplation of death, 
other than to the father, mother, husband, wife, 
adopted child, or direct lineal descendant, is subject to 



a tax of $5 on each $100 of clear market value. Prop- 
erty conveyed for educational, charitable, or rehgious 
purposes exclusively is exempt. The proceeds of this 
tax go to the state university. 

This tax becomes due and payable at the death of 
the decedent. If paid within 6 months a discoimt 
of 5 per cent is allowed; if not paid at the expiration 
of 1 year interest as provided for deUnquent taxes is 
charged from date of accrual until paid. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are in general taxed on their property 
as individuals. 

Express companies pay a state tax of IJ per cent of their gross 
receipts within the state. 

Domestic insurance companies are taxed on their property and 
paid-up capital stock. Foreign insurance companies are assessed 
on premiums received in the state at the rate of 2 per cent per annum 
in lieu of all other taxes except that fire insurance companies are 
credited with canceled or returned premiums actually paid during 
the year, and with premiuins on reinsurance with companies 
licensed in the state. One-half of this tax goes to the county foreign 
insurance tax fund for schnols, and is apportioned to the counties 
according to the number of school children. St. Louis is accounted 
a county in the apportionment. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The taxes on merchants and on manufacturers are 
in form hcense taxes, but are in fact property taxes. 
Both state and counties include them in their reports 
of general property taxes. 

Merchants. — No person may deal as a merchant without a license. 
The tax is an ad valorem tax equal to that levied on real estate and 
based on the highest amount of all goods, wares, and merchandise 
merchants may have in their possession between the first Monday in 
March and the first Monday in June, a statement of which every 
merchant is required to make to the county assessor. Commission 
merchants are not required to pay on unmanufactured articles 
merely consigned for sale. The license authorizes the merchant to 
deal at only one place within the county. 

Manufacturers. — All manufacturers are to be licensed and taxed 
on all raw material and finished products, as well as on all the tools, 
machinery, and appliances used by them, in the same manner as 
merchants. They are to make their statement of the greatest aggre- 
gate amount of raw material and finished products on hand between 
the first Monday in March and the first Monday in June. Beer man- 
ufacturers in the state are subject to state inspection, and for their 
services the inspectors receive a fee of J cent a gallon for inspecting 
and gauging, and 1 cent for labeling each package. Twenty-four 
quart and 48 pint bottles are considered as constituting a package, 
in the meaning of the law. Packages containing over 8 gallons are 
construed as constituting one package for every 8 gallons and 
fractions thereof. 

Taxidermy. — Permit, annual, $1. 

Dealers in futures. — The sale of stocks, bonds, and commodities 
for future delivery requires a written memorandum on which shall 
be placed a state stamp of the value of 25 cents. 

Auctioneers, — License for 10 days, $10; for one month, $25; for 
three months, $50; for six months, $75, and in addition a collector's 
fee of 50 cents for each license. There is also a tax of IJ per cent on 
the proceeds of all sales of personal property except corporation 
stocks. The county courts may graduate the license tax to be 
imposed on each license, provided that the tax to the state for six 
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months is not to be less than $10 nor more than $100 and the county 
tax to be not less than that of the state. 

Brokers.— Brokers are taxed for six months, according to the 
amount of business expected to be done, or the amount of capital to 
be employed: $5,000 or less, $50; $5,000 to $10,000, $75; $10,000 to 
$15,000, $100; $15,000 to $20,000, $125; $20,000 to $30,000, $175; 
$30,000 to $50,000, $250; $50,000 to $75,000, $300; $75,000 to $100,000, 
$350; $100,000 to $150,000, $400; $150,000 to $200,000, $450; $200,000 
to $300,000, $500; $300,000 to $500,000, $600; $500,000 and over, 
$1,000. 

Billiard tables.— $20 each; other gaming tables, $10 for each. 

Perries.— Amount to be fixed by the county court, $2 to $5,000. 

Hunter's license. — resident, limited to one county, $1; state 
wide, $5; nonresident, $25. 

Insurance brokers.— Certificate, $10; industrial and prudential 
companies, not to exceed 50 cents. 

Peddlers for each period of six months, on foot, $3; one or more 
horses, $10; cart or other land carriage, $20; boat, first license, for 
any period not less than five days, per day, $1; afterwards, per day, 
50 cents. 

Itinerant vendors, $25 a year. 

Liquors. — Dramshop keepers, who may sell liquors at retail in 
quantities not exceeding 10 gallons, are taxed for state, county, and 
municipal purposes on the value of liquors received at the shop, 
an ad valorem tax of the same amount as that paid by merchants 
on merchandise; also license tax, for state purposes, $100 to $200 for 
state, $250 to $400 for county, every six months. Other than dram- 
shop keepers pay the following taxes for state purposes: Sale of 5,000 
gallons or less in one year, $100; 5,000 to 10,000 gallons, $150, and $1 
for each 1,000 gallons more than 10,000 gallons or fraction of 1,000 
gallons more than 500; such tax not to exceed in any case the aggre- 
gate sum of $1,000. Sale of malt or fermented liquors at wholesale, 
except at place where produced, $100; for manufacture of malt or 
fermented intoxicating liquors, $250 for first 50,000 barrels or less, 
and $1 for each additional 1,000 barrels or fraction of 1,000 more than 
500 (not to exceed in any case, $1,000) ; for compounding, blending, 
or otherwise rectifying of spirituous intoxicating liquors, $250, and 
$5 for each 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof more than 500 gallons of 
the total product of the applicant for one year in excess of 50,000 
gallons (maximum, $1,000); manufacture of spirituous intoxicating 
liquors, $250, but if annual product exceeds 100,000 gallons, $500. 

Building and loan associations. — Foreign building and loan: 
Fees for filing application for admission, $100; certificate of author- 
ity and annual renewal, $50; filing semiannual statement of assets, 
$50,000 or less, $3; $50,000 to $100,000, $5; more than $100,000 and 
less than $250,000, $10; more than $250,000 and less than $500,000, 
$20; more than $500,000 and less than $1,000,000, $30; if more than 
$1,000,000, $50; for each copy of paper filed, 25 cents per foho; for 
affixii^ seal and certification, $1. 

Secretary of state. — Corporations (except benevolent, religious, 
scientific, fraternal, beneficial, or educational), fees for filing articles 
on first $50,000 or less of capital stock, $50; on every additional 
$10,000, $5; increase of capital stock per $10,000, $5; foreign corpora- 
tions, license fee, $10; upon the proportion of capital stock repre- 
sented by its property and business transacted in the state — first 
$50,000 or less, $50; each additional $10,000 or less, $5. 

Superintendent of insurance: Permit to do business in the state 
to fraternal-beneficiary associations, $5; other insurance compa- 
nies, fees for filing declaration on organization or admission to state, 
$50; annual statement, $30; supplementary statement, $10; other 
papers, $10; agent's copy of company's certificate of authority, $2; 
issuing certificates of deposits for life and accident insurance com- 
panies, $1; every other certificate, including seal, 25 cents; agents, 
selling stock of foreign insurance company, $2; furnishing copies of 
papers, etc., per folio, 20 cents; for affixing seal of ofiice, $1; mutual 
companies, fee for certificate of incorporation, $75; assessment com- 
panies, for issuing certificate, $25; for annual statement, $25; for 
agent's copy, etc., $2 (does not apply to fraternal companies); 



domestic companies, stipulated premium plan, same fees as assess- 
ment companies, except agent's license, $1. 

Banks, trust companies, savings banks, safe deposit institutions, 
and mortgage loan companies pay the following fees annually to the 
bank examiner: Capital of $12,500 or less, $15; $12,500 to $25,000, 
$20; $25,000 to $50,000, $25; $50,000 to $100,000, $35; $100,000 to 
$150,000, $50; $150,000 to $250,000, $75; $250,000 to $500,000, $150; 
$500,000 to $1,000,000, $250; $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, $400; $2,000,00 
to $4,000,000, $650; over $4,000,000, $900. (Surplus reckoned in 
estimating these fees.) 

Barbers. — Board of examiners, certificate, $1; annual certificate 
or license, $1. Pharmacists — examination, $5; renewing license, 
$1. Assistant pharmacists— examination, $3; renewing license, $1; 
permit to conduct a drug store in village of 500 inhabitants, $5. 
Dentists — examination, $10; reexamination, $5. Embalmers— 
license, $5; registration, $2. Certificates by game commissioner, 
scientific collection of birds, eggs, and nests, $2. 

Inspecting factories. — Inspecting buildings in which there are 
employed 3 or less persons, 50 cents; 3 to 25 persons, $1; 25 to 60 
persons, $2; more than 60 persons, an additional fee of $1 for each 
50 additional persons or fraction thereof. Inspecting hotels, 20 
rooms or less, $5; 20 to 50 rooms, $10; 50 or more rooms, $25 annually. 

Motor vehicle registration fees. — Less than 12 horsepower, $2; 12 
to 24 horsepower, $3 ; 24 to 36 horsepower, $5 ; 36 to 48 horsepower, 
$7; 48 to 60 horsepower, $8; 60 to 72 horsepower, $10; over 72 horse- 
power, $12. Transfer fee, $1. Manufacturers' and dealers' regis- 
tration fee, $16. Chauffeur's license, $1.50 per annum. 

Inspecting petroleum, per barrel, 12 cents. Inspecting tobacco, 
per hogshead, 25 cents. State registrar — vital statistics certified 
copies, 50 cents. 

The person to whom a liquor dramshop Ucense ha& been issued 
shall pay to the excise commissioner a fee of $3 for each state and 
city license issued, and a further sum of $3 for taking acknowledg- 
ments to each petition. 

The county court or excise commissioner collects a fee of 75 cents 
for administering oath, and same amount for issuing a license to 
manufacturers, rectifiers, wholesale and retail dealers other than 
dramshop keepers. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in ^Missouri. 
County Eevenxjes. 
a. general peoperty taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and exempt and the methods 
of assessment and of equalization are the same for 
county taxes as for state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The county court fixes the rate of county tax: In 
counties having $6,000,000 worth of property or less, 
not to exceed 50 cents on $100; in counties having 
$6,000,000 and less than $10,000,000 worth, not to 
exceed 40 cents on $100; in counties having $10,000,000 
up to $30,000,000 worth, not to exceed 50 cents on 
$100; in counties having $30,000,000 worth or more, 
not to exceed 35 cents on $100. 

The rate of taxation on the road bed, roUing stock, 
and other movable property of railroads for school 
purposes and for the erection of public buildings is 
the average of the rates in the school districts and 
districts levying a tax for buildings. 
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In counties under townsliip organization the same 
limitation of rates applies, township taxes being con- 
sidered by the courts as essentially county taxes. 
3. Gollection — 

Same as for state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The county court levies a poU tax of $2 on all able- 
bodied male inhabitants of the county over 21 and 
under 50 years of age not residing in cities, towns, or 
villages, and 50 cents on all other able-bodied male citi- 
zens over the age of 21. This tax is collected by the 
road overseer. 

O AND D. INHERnANOE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for the counties, other than the coimty's share of the 
insurance fund. 

I E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

County courts of counties having a population of 
50,000 inhabitants, or lying adjacent to cities having a 
population of 300,000 inhabitants, may impose such 
license taxes as the com-t may deem proper upon aU 
theatrical or minstrel performances, shows, circuses, 
roller rinks, scenic railways, shooting galleries, etc. 

No county is to levy licenses over 100 per cent more than the 
rate authorized for state purposes; auctioneers, six months, $10 to 
$100; billard tables, $20 each; for other gaming tables, $10 each; 
on peddlers the rate must not exceed that of the state; on dram- 
ehops, the rate fixed by the county court is from $250 to $400 (two- 
thirds is to be set apart as a special road fund except that in coun- 
ties of 50,000 inhabitant or less, where such license tax is derived 
from saloons situated in any township that is indebted, and that 
has compromised or may compromise its indebtedness, then the 
two-thirds shall be applied to payment of such debt); shows and 
circuses — the county coiuts may impose such tax as they may 
deem proper and reasonable, the proceeds of which go to the county 
school fund. Itinerant vendors, $2 per year. 

Annual dog license: $1 for every male or spayed female, and $2 
for every female'. 

Tuberculosis hospital districts may be organized and the boards 
of commissioners of such hospitals may levy a tax of not to exceed 
2 mills on each dollar of the aggregate assessed valuation of the 
property within such districts and subject to taxation for the pur- 
pose of erecting, maintaining, etc., the hospital buildings and other 
improvements. 

In addition to the taxes authorized to be levied for county pur- 
poses under and by virtue of section 2, Article X, of the constitu- 
tion of this state, the county courts in the several counties of this 
state, not under township organization, may in their discretion 
levy and collect in the same manner as state and county taxes are 
collected a special tax not exceeding 25 cents on each $100 valua- 
tion, to be used for road and bridge purposes, but for no other pur- 
pose whatever; and the power hereby given said county courts and 
township boards is declared to be a discretionary power. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equahzation are the same for municipal 



as for state taxation. St. Louis and cities of the first 
and second classes have their own local valuations and 
boards of appeals. In cities of the third and fourth 
classes the city assessor, jointly with the county asses- 
sor, assesses the city property. The mayor and city 
assessor sit with the county board of equalization to 
adjust valuations in these cities. 

2. Rate— 

Cities having a population of over 300,000 inhabit- 
ants are authorized to levy for local purposes a lower 
ad valorem rate of taxation on merchandise held by 
merchants, and the raw materials, merchandise, fin- 
ished products, tools, machinery, and appHances used 
by manufacturers than on real estate and other prop- 
erty. Such cities may license merchants and manu- 
facturers in proportion to sales made. No incorpo- 
ated city has power to levy or collect any tax, license, 
or fees from any farmer or producer for sale of produce 
raised by him when sold from his wagon. 

(1) In cities with a population of 100,000 and less than 300,000 the 
municipal assembly may levy not exceeding 1 per cent for munici- 
pal purposes and such sum as is necessary to pay the public debt. 

(2) In cities with a population of 30,000 to 100,000 the tax is $1; 
in cities with a population of 10,000 to 30,000, 60 cents; in cities of 
1,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, 50 cents; and in cities of 1,000 popular 
tion or less, 25 cents on the $100 valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the city collectors. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities of the first and second class may levy on all 
male citizens between 21 and 60 years of age a poll tax 
of $1.50 for improvement of streets; cities of the third 
and fourth class may levy a poll tax on able-bodied 
male citizens between 21 and 50 years of age not to 
exceed $2; cities of the fourth class may also levy a 
poll tax on all able-bodied male citizens between the 
ages of 21 and 50 years not to exceed 12, for street 
purposes, which may be commuted to three days' 
labor; towns and villages may levy a poll tax on all 
able-bodied male citizens between 21 and 50 years of 
age not to exceed $3 for road purposes, which may be 
commuted to three days' labor. 

In counties not under township organization special 
road districts may be organized and the county courts 
shall levy upon every able-bodied male inhabitant in 
said district over 21 and under 60 years of age, and 
outside the limits of an incorporated city or town, $2, 
and upon all other male citizens over 21 years of age, 
50 cents, and upon all real and personal property in 
said district taxable for said purposes a tax of not less 
than 10 nor more than 20 cents on each $100 valuation. 

In counties under township organization the town- 
ship board shall levy upon every able-bodied male in- 
habitant in the several road districts over 21 and under 
50 years of age, not less than $2 nor more than $6 and 
upon all other male citizens over the age of 21 years 
the sum of 50 cents. 
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C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no iaheritance or special corporation 
taxes for the municipalities. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

No city, town, or village may tax ministers, teach- 
ers, priests, lawyers, or doctors, but municipahties 
may leyy license taxes on all other occupations, 
trades, and amusements. 

Cities of the first class may require a license tax on agents of for- 
eign insurance companies not to exceed $100 per year; on dramshops 
the tax as fixed by the authorities of towns and cities; on merchants 
and manufacturers no municipality is to levy any greater amount of 
tax than the state levies; on billiard and other amusement tables, 
$20 each for the first, $10 each for others. 

Cities with a population of 50,000 or more, having 
an improved wharf, are authorized to collect a wharf- 
age tax, when the local tax for upkeep of wharf does 
not exceed 1 mill per doUar, not to exceed 3 cents per 
ton from all boats assessed in the city for each landing 
at the wharf and one of 5 cents per ton from boats not 
assessed in the city. Cities with a population of from 
5,000 to 50,000 are authorized to collect $2 for every 
landing. Cities with a population of less than 5,000 
may collect $1.50 per landing. 

School Revenues. 

The pubhc school fund is apportioned among the 
counties and the several districts therein in propor- 
tion to the number of teachers, principals, and super- 
visors actually employed for the entire term, and de- 
termined as to the amount payable to each district, by 
the average attendance, as a factor, by the salaries 
paid to teachers by said districts, and by the further 
requirement that in order to participate in such reve- 
nue the district shall levy a tax of 40 cents on the $100 
assessed valuation or such less amount as wiU, with the 
moneys received from the pubhc funds, amount to 
$350 for school purposes. 

School taxes are levied on the property of each dis- 
trict, including the goods, wares, and merchandise of 
merchants, by the county clerk, and are not to exceed 
except for building purposes 1 per cent in cities, towns, 



and villages, and 65 cents on $100 in other districts. 
For the sinking fund there may be levied 40 cents on 
$100, and in addition a sufficient amount to pay 
interest. 

The tax levy may, however, be increased by special 
election in the district. 

One-half of the state tax on foreign insurance com- 
panies and the county tax on shows and circuses go to 
the school fund. Where fines and forfeitures in crimi- 
nal cases are granted to any schools other than the 
common schools, one-third of the county revenue de- 
rived from dramshop Hcenses is to be set apart for the 
latter. 

Gifts to public schools or university fund are re- 
ceived by the state as trustee and the income appHed 
according to the wishes of the grantor. 

Funds collected under the Morrill bUl are appor- 
tioned as follows: One-sixteenth, Lincoln Institute; 
one-fourth, school of mines;. balance to treasurer of 
the state university, for the benefit of the agricultural 
college. 

Drainage and Levee Districts. 

Upon a proper vote of the electors drainage and levee districts 
may be formed by the county courts. A board of 5 supervisors is 
elected in each district, and upon the application of these supervi- 
sors the courts appoint a board of 3 commissioners to assess benefits 
and damages. The supervisors may levy certain taxes for the 
erection and maintenance of the drainage machinery in these 
districts and for the general drainage work of the district. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

All life insurance companies organized under the laws of the state 
shall be assessed for taxation upon the same basis of valuation as may 
be adopted by the assessor or by the board of equalization for taxa- 
tion of the taxable property of banks or joint-stock institutions do- 
ing a banking business. 

Express companies are to pay a state tax of $2.50 instead of $1.25 
on each .$100 of the gross receipts iu the state. 

Cities of the second class have a commissioner of revenue who 
acts as collector, treasurer, and assessor. He may appoint deputies 
to assist him. 

Creation of ofiice of license inspector in all counties of not less than 
150,000 and not more than 500,000 population, who shall be ap- 
pointed by the marshals of such counties for a term of two years. 

A "Blue Sky" law regulating investment companies was enacted, 
providing for various fees, etc . 

The registration fee of manufacturers and dealers in automobiles 
was reduced from $16 to $10. 



MONTANA. 



Montana derives its state revenue principally from 
the general property tax. There is a state inheritance 
tax, of which 40 per cent goes to the county school 
fund. There are no special corporation taxes, except 
certain licenses on insurance companies. Poll taxes 
are for county and municipal purposes only. Business 
taxes and licenses are assessed by the counties, 45 per 
cent of the proceeds going to the state; municipalities 
may also impose business taxes and licenses. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
The Kevised Codes of Montana of 1907 and the Session Laws of 
1909, 1911, and 1913. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 1. The necessary revenue for the support and maintenance of 
the state shall be provided by the legislative assembly, which shall 
levy a uniform rate of assessment and taxation, and shall prescribe 
such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all 
property, -except that specially provided for in this article. The 
legislative assembly may also impose a license tax both upon per- 
sons and upon corporations doing business in the state. 

Sec. 2. The property of the United States, the state, counties, 
cities, towns, school districts, municipal corporations, and public 
libraries shall be exempt from taxation; and such other property 
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as may be used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural 
societies, for educational purposes, places for actual religious wor- 
ship, hospitals and places of burial not used or held for private or 
corporate profit, and institutions of piu-ely public charity may be 
exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 3. All mines and mining claims, both placer and rock in 
place, containing or bearing gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, or other 
valuable mineral deposits, after purchase thereof from the United 
States, shall be taxed at the price paid the United States therefor, 
unless the surface ground or some part thereof of such mine or claim 
is used for other than mining purposes and has a separate and in- 
dependent value for such other purposes, in which case said surface 
ground or any part thereof so used for other than mining purposes 
shall be taxed at its value for such other purposes, as provided by 
law; and all machinery used in mining, and all property and surface 
improvements upon or appurtenant to mines and mining claims 
which have a value separate and independent of such mines or 
mining claims, and the annual net proceeds of all mines and mining 
claims shall be taxed as provided by law. 

Sec. 4. The legislative assembly shall not levy taxes upon the 
inhabitants or property In any county, city, town, or municipal 
corporation for county, town, or municipal purposes, but it may 
by law vest in the corporate authorities thereof powers to assess and 
collect taxes for such purposes. 

Sec. 5. Taxes for city, town, and school purposes may be levied 
on all subjects and objects of taxation, but the assessed valuation of 
any property shall not exceed the valuation of the same property 
for state and county purposes. 

Sec. 6. No county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, 
the inhabitants thereof nor the property therein, shall be released 
or discharged from their or its proportionate share of state taxes. 

Sec. 7. The power to tax corporations or corporate property shall 
never be relinquished or suspended, and all corporations in this 
state, or doing business therein, shall be subject to taxation for 
state, county, school, municipal, and other purposes on real and 
personal property owned or used by them and not by this constitu- 
tion exempted from taxation. 

Sec. 8. Private property shall not be taken or sold for the cor- 
porate debts of public corporations, but the legislative assembly may 
provide by law for the funding thereof and shall provide by law 
for the payment thereof, including all funded debts and obligations, 
by assessment and taxation of all private property not exempt from 
taxation within the limits of the territory over which such corpora- 
tions respectively have authority. 

Sec. 9. The rate of taxation of real and personal property for 
state piurposes, except as hereinafter provided, shall never exceed 
2J mills on each dollar of valuation; and whenever the taxable 
property in the state amoimts to $600,000,000 the rate shall never 
exceed 2 mills on each dollar of valuation, unless the proposition 
to increase such rate, specifying the rate proposed and the time 
during which the rate shall be levied shall have been submitted 
to the people at the general election, and shall have received a 
majority of all votes cast for and against it at such election; pro- 
vided, that in addition to the levy for state purposes above pro- 
vided for, a special levy in addition may be made on live stock 
for the purpose of paying bounties on wild animals and for stock 
inspection, protection and indemnity purposes, aa may be prescribed 
by law, and such special levy shall be made and levied annually in 
amount not exceeding 4 mills on the dollar by the state board of 
equalization, as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 11. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws and 
for public ptu-poses only. They shall be uniform upon the same 
class of subjects within the territorial limits of the authority levying 
the tax. 

Sec. 15. The governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, state 
auditor, and attorney general shall constitute a state board of equal- 
ization, and the board of county commissioners of each county shall 
constitute a county board of equalization. The duty of the state 
board of equalization shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation 



of the taxable property among the several counties of the state. 
The duty of the county board of equalization shall be to adjust and 
equalize the valuation of taxable property within their respective 
counties. Each board shall also perform such other duties aa may 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. All property shall be assessed in the manner prescribed 
by law except as is otherwise provided in this constitution. The 
franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads 
operated in more than one county in this state shall be assessed by 
the state board of equalization, and the same shall be apportioned 
to the counties, cities, towns, townships, and school districts in 
which such railroads are located, in proportion to the number of 
miles of railway laid in such counties, cities, towns, townships, and 
school districts. 

Sec. 17. The word property as used in this article is hereby -de- 
clared to include moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, franchises, and all 
matters and things (real, personal, and mixed) capable of private 
ownership, but this shall not be construed so as to authorize the 
taxation of the stocks of any company or corporation when the 
property of such company or corporation represented by such stocks 
is within the state and has been taxed. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected for two years. 

(2) County treasurer, collector of taxes, elected for two years. 

(3) The county board of equalization composed of the board of 
coimty commissioners. 

(4) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, secre- 
tary of state, state treasurer, state auditor, and attorney general. 

State Revenues. 

a. general pbopertt taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All the prop- 
erty in this state is subject to taxation, except as spe- 
cially exempted. 

(1) Real estate, for the purposes of taxation, includes the pos- 
session of, claim to, ownership of, or right to the possession of land ; all 
mines, minerals, and quarries in and under the land; all timber 
belonging to individuals or corporations, growing or being on lands 
of the United States, and all improvements, rights, and privileges 
appertaining thereto. "Improvements" iaclude all buildings, 
structures, fixtures, fences, and improvements, erected upon or 
affixed to the land, whether the title to the land has been acquired 
or not. 

(2) Personal property includes everything that is subject" to 
ownership not included within the meaning of the terms "real 
estate" and "improvements." 

(3) The exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Public 
libraries; property used for educational purposes; agricultural and 
horticultural socities; churches ; hospitals ; cemeteries; institutions of 
purely public charity; and public art galleries and public observ- 
atories not used or held for private or corporate profit; and the land 
necessary for the foregoing purposes. Rights of way, ditches and 
reservoirs of irrigation districts are exempt. 

i. Assessment. — The assessment of all property for 
state, county, and municipal purposes is made by the 
county assessors annually and refers to the first Mon- 
day of March. The assessor is to require a statement 
under oath of all property and its value. Any prop- 
erty wilfully concealed, removed, transferred, or mis- 
represented by the owner to evade taxation is required, 
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upon discovery, to be assessed at not exceeding ten 
times its value, and such assessments are not to be 
reduced by the board of equalization. Refusal to 
give a list or the falsifying of a Hst is punishable as a 
misdemeanor by imprisonment for not exceeding six 
months or a fine of not exceeding $500, or both. 
Taxable property is to be assessed at full cash value 
which is defined as the amount at which the property 
would be taken in payment of a just debt due from a 
solvent debtor. 

Mines and mining claims are to be assessed at the price paid the 
United States therefor, unless the surface has an independent 
value for other than mining purposes. They are also assessed on 
their net proceeds as personalty, and this forms the real basis of 
taxation. 

Banks are taxed on real estate the same as other real estate in the 
county where situated, and the residue of their property represented 
by shares of stock in the banks is taxed to the individual share- 
holders the same as other personal property and the assessment 
thereof shall not be at a greater proportion to lace value than is the 
assessment of other personal property. Shares "of stock of banks 
located without the state owned by residents are not subject to 
taxation. 

Gras and water mains and pipes laid in the streets are assessed as 
personal property, also tracks of street railroads, and bridges. 

In making up the amount of credits which any person is required 
to list, he is entitled to deduct from the gross amount all bona fide 
debts owing by him except notes for insurance premiums and un- 
paid subscriptions to societies or to the capital stock of any corpora- 
tion. 

The capital stock and franchise of corporations are to be listed 
where the principal office is located. Corporations are assessed on 
their property the same as individuals. 

The franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of rail- 
roads operating in more than one county are assessed by the state 
board of equalization. Franchises granted by the United States are 
exempt. Other railroads and railroad property are assessed by the 
county assessors. The assessment made by the state board is appor- 
tioned among the different counties on the basis of mileage, and to 
the cities, towns, school, road, or other districts, on the same basis. 

Live stock grazing in more than one county is assessed where 
located at the date of the annual assessment. All money derived 
from the assessment of live stock, after remitting the portion levied 
tor state purposes, is deposited to the credit of the migratory stock 
fund. The board of county commissioners annually apportion the 
same among the counties where the stock has grazed, according to 
the records of the assessors. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equahzation 
adjusts and equalizes the valuation of taxable prop- 
erty within the county, and may increase or lower any 
assessment. 

The state board of equahzation adjusts and equal- 
izes the valuations of taxable property between the 
several counties of the state. 
2. Rate — 

In the fiscal years 1911 and 1912, the rate was 2^ 
nulls for state purposes, and \ mill for the state bond 
fund, levied on each dollar of valuation of all prop- 
erty in the state. A levy was also made on all live 
stock of J mill for stock indemnity, inspection, and 
protection, and 3^ mills for the state bounty fund. 
The bond levy is in accordance with statutory pro- 
vision. 



3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treas\u-er. They 
are delinquent on the 30th day of November and a 
penalty of 1 per cent is added to the amount thereof. 
Taxes on real property are a lien against the property 
assessed and taxes on personal property are a hen upon 
the real property of the owner thereof, which liens 
attach as of the first Monday of March in each year. 

The county treasurer must collect the taxes on all 
personal property when such taxes are not in his opin- 
ion a hen upon real property sufficient to secure their 
payment. He may enforce collection by seizure and 
sale. The county treasurer in such cases is to be gov- 
erned by the state and county rate of the previous 
year, and any excess or deficiency is adjusted later 
after the rate is fixed for the year. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poU tax. 

O. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The tax on direct lineal inheritance applies to 
estates wherein personal property is valued at $7,500 
or more. Eealty is exempt. The rate is $1 on $100 
of the clear market value. 

The tax on collateral inheritance — that is, on trans- 
fers to take effect at death, other than to father, 
mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, wife of son, 
husband of daughter, adopted child, or hneal de- 
scendant — ^is at the rate of $5 on $100 of market value. 
This tax applies to estates valued at $500 or more, 
whether consisting of real or personal property. The 
county treasurer collects the tax and pays over 60 per 
cent to the state for the use of the general fund; 40 
per cent is retained by the county for the use of the 
general school fund. 

The tax becomes due and payable at the death of 
the decedent. If paid within six months of accrual, 
a discount of 3 per cent is allowed; if not paid within 
ten months, 10 per cent interest is charged from date 
of accrual. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed under the general 
property tax. 

Fire insurance companies are taxed one-fourth of 1 per cent on 
the gross premium receipts of such companies, less cancellations and 
return premiums, which is paid into the "state fire marshal 
fund." 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

All insurance and surety companies, except fraternal associa- 
tions or secret societies insuring the lives of their members only, 
pay an annual license to collect in any one year premiums amount- 
ing to 15,000 or less, ?125; to collect premiums over $5,000, $20 for 
each additional $1,000 so collected. They pay also an annual fee 
of |5 for every company they may represent as agent. Foreign 
insurance companies pay, in addition, a fee of $300 for filing certain 
papers and statements before beginning business in the state. 
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Banks pay for the state examiner's fund an annual fee as follows: 
With capital stock of $25,000 or less, $50; capital, $25,000 to $50,000, 
$75; $50,000 to $75,000, $100; $75,000 to $100,000, $150; $100,000 to 
$200,000, $200; $200,000 to $300,000, $250; over $300,000, $300. 

Buildiag and loan associations subject to examination by the 
state examiner pay an annual fee of one-twentieth of 1 per cent of its 
assets; but not less than $20 nor more than $50 for domestic associa- 
tions, and $200 for foreign corporations. Sleeping car companies are 
required to pay a license tax of $100 for each car used in the state. 

Secretary of state.— For copies of laws, etc., 20 cents per folio; 
seal, $1; certificate of incorporation, $3; recording and filing certifi- 
cate of incorporation, and each certificate of increase of capital stock, 
minimum $20 (except in case of religious or fraternal society, $3 for 
issuing, and $1 for filing), 50 cents per $1,000 of capital up to $100,000; 
$100,000 to $250,000, 40 cents per $1,000; $250,000 to $500,000, 30 
cents per $1,000; $500,000 to $1,000,000, 20 cents per $1,000; over 
$1,000,000, 10 cents per $1,000; same fees for foreign corporations. 
Certificate of decrease of stock, issuing, $3, filing, $5; certiacate of 
corporate existence, issuing, $3, filing, $3; for recording and filing 
each certificate of corporate existence the following amounts shall be 
charged: Amounts up to $100,000, 25 cents per $1,000; additional 
from $100,000 to $250,000, 20 cents per $1,000; additional from 
$250,000 to $500,000, 15 cents per $1,000; additional from $500,000 
to $1,000,000, 10 cents per $1,000; additional over $1,000,000, 5 cents 
per $1,000; for filing notice of removal or of change of name, $3; 
filing appointment of agent, $5; annual or semiannual statement 
of any foreign corporation, $5; recording official bond, $2; com- 
missions, $5; filing trade-mark, $3; filing miscellaneous papers, $1; 
recording, 20 cents per foUo; filing any other paper not otherwise 
herein provided for, $1, and 20 cents per foUo for recording. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Montana. 
CotnsfTY Revenues. 

A. GENEEAL PEOPEETY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess 
ment and of equahzation thereof are the same for 
county as for state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The board of county commissioners of each county 
fixes the rate of county taxes and designates the num- 
ber of mills on each dollar of valuation of property for 
each fund. The tax for general purposes may not 
exceed 16 mills on the assessed valuation. There 
must be levied 4 mills for schools. 

The board may also levy a tax not to exceed one-fifth 
of 1 per cent for poor rehef . There is to be levied on 
all property in the county a tax of not less than 1 miU 
nor more than 3 mills on the dollar for road purposes. 

3. Collection- — 

County taxes are collected, as are the state taxes, 
by the county treasurer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant of the state over 21 and 
under 60 years of age, except paupers, insane persons, 
and Indians not taxed, must annually pay a poll 
tax of $2. In case a person's name does not appear 
on the assessment hst, payment of his poll tax is to 



be demanded by the assessor. In other cases the 
tax is to be added to the assessment list and paid to 
the county treasurer at the time of the payment of 
other taxes. The treasurer may serve notice to pay 
to some designated person or collect from the taxpayer's 
employer. The poll tax is to be paid to the county 
treasurer for the exclusive use of the poor fund of the 
county. 

Each able-bodied man over 21 and under 50 years 
of age residing in each road district is required to 
pay a special tax of $2. Payment may be made, 
however, by one day's labor on the roads. The road 
tax is due and payable to the county treasurer after 
October 1 of each year and may be collected in the 
manner provided for the collection of the general poU 
tax. 

C. THE INHEEITANCE TAX. 

Forty per cent of the state inheritance tax goes into 
the county school fund. 

D. COEPORATION TAXES. 

There are no county corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Oleomargarine, license, 1 cent per pound; billiard tables, each, 
$3.75 per quarter; bowling alleys, each, $5 per quarter; theaters, in 
towns and cities of over 3,500 inhabitants, $100 per annum; in towns 
of 3,500 inhabitants or less, $2 each performance; opera or concert 
singer, each exhibition, $3; minstrels, etc., $5 each performance; 
variety show and concert, $75 per month; circuses or menageries, 
$125 per day. 

Pawnbrokers, $55 per quarter; intelligence office, $10 per quarter; 
shooting gallery, $15 per quarter; laundries, other than steam, $10 
per quarter. Express companies and carriers of passengers (amount 
of biisioess and of license computed quarterly), business $75,000 or 
over, $225; $50,000 to $75,000, $150; $25,000 to $50,000, $50; $5,000 
to $25,000, $25; under $5,000, $5; architects, builders, and manu- 
facturers — business over $15,000 per year, $10 per quarter; gas or 
electric light companies — cities of 10,000 inhabitants and over, $200 
per year; 6,000 and less than 10,000 inhabitants, $100 per year; 
1,500 and less than 5,000 inhabitants, $50 per year. Water com- 
panies — cities of 10,000 inhabitants and over, $400 per year; 5,000 
and less than 10,000 inhabitants, $200 per year; 1,500 and less than 
5,000 inhabitants, $100 per year; in towns, $50 per year. Tele- 
phone companies for each instrument in use, 75 cents per year; tele- 
graph companies, for each instrument in use, $5 per quarter. Street 
railways — in towns of over 4,000 inhabitants, $50 per quarter; in 
towns of less than 4,000, $25 per quarter. Skating rinks, merry- 
go-rounds — cities of 3,000 inhabitants, $50 per quarter; 1,000 and 
less than 3,000 inhabitants, $30 per quarter; less than 1,000 inhabi- 
tants, $10 per quarter. Raiboad company's warehouse, in each 
county, $10 per quarter; insurance agent's certificate, $5; ped- 
dlers — on foot, $12.50 per quarter; with wagon, $50 per quarter; 
itinerant vendors — on foot, $12.50 per quarter, otherwise than 
on foot, $100 per quarter. Sale of pools on races, $25 per day; 
stallion, jack, and bull, $10 to $75; to hunt large or big game, 
small and feathered game, and to fish, nonresidents, $25; to hunt 
small and feathered game and to fish, nonresidents, $10; to fish, 
nonresidents, $5; to hunt or fish, bona fide residents, $1; liquors, 
in city of 10,000 inhabitants or over, and within 1 mile thereof, 
$330 semiannually; 3,500 to 10,000, $275 semiannually; 1,000 to 
3,500, $264 semiannually; 300 to 1,000, $220 semiannually; less than 
300, $165 semiannually. Wholesale liquor dealers, same as mer- 
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chants; diBtillersofspirituous liquors, $600 per year; cigarettes, $10 
per month; brewers of malt liquors and wholesalers whose sales are 
over $3,000 per month, $25 per month; over $1,000 and up to $3,000 
per month, $15 per month; over $500 and up to $1,000 per month, 
$7.50 per month; $500 or less per month, $5 per month; manufac- 
turer of malt only, $100 per year; bottled soda water, etc., manufac- 
turer — city of over 10,000 inhabitants, $60 semiannually; 5,000 to 
10,000, $40 semiannually; less than 5,000, $25 semiannually. Ped- 
dlers and canvassers of clocks, agricultural implements or machin- 
ery, stoves, or vehicles, $500 per annum for each calendar year or 
any portion thereof in each county. 

Municipal Eevenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for cities and 
towns as for the state, but the council may by ordi- 
nance provide an independent assessment. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined by the municipal council. 
The amount of taxes levied for general municipal pur- 
poses must not exceed 1 per cent of the assessed value. 

The council may levy a tax not exceeding 2 miUs on 
the dollar for the maiutenance of parks. 

3. Collection — 

The city or town treasurer has the same power to 
collect municipal taxes as the county treasurer has to 
collect state and county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All able-bodied male inhabitants of a city or town 
between 21 and 60 years of age must pay an annual 
road poll tax of $2. It may be paid in labor on the 
roads. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
municipalities. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The council may by ordinance hcense aU industries, 
pursuits, professions, and occupations for which under 
the state law a hcense is required, but the amount 
must not exceed the sum required by the state law. 

School Revenues. 

The state school fund consists of the proceeds of 
the sale of school lands and the moneys derived from 
certain other sources. The income is apportioned to 
the counties. 

The county school fund consists of the proceeds of 
an annual tax of 4 mills on the doUar, which the county 
commissioners must levy at the time other taxes are 
levied; of aU fines and forfeitures; and of 40 per cent 



of all inheritance taxes. The county school fund to- 
gether with the county share of the state school fund 
is apportioned to the school districts. 

School districts through the county commissioners 
levy a tax of not to exceed 10 mills on the dollar on 
the property of school districts to maintain the schools 
of such districts. 

The legislative assembly is required to levy such a 
tax for school purposes as is reported necessary by 
the state auditor. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

The following amendment to the state constitution 
was submitted to the quaHfied electors of the state to 
change the rate of taxation : 

Sec. 1. That for a period of 10 years from and after the passage of 
this act, by a vote of the people, the rate of taxation on real and per- 
sonal property shall not exceed 3J mills on each dollar valuation; 
except that if at any time during this 10-year period the taxable 
property of the state shall amount to $600,000,000, the rate shall 
never exceed 3 mills on each dollar of valuation: Provided, how- 
ever, That the proceeds from 1 mill of any levy made during this 
period for state purposes shall be used exclusively for the support 
of the University of Montana, the Agricultural College of Montana, 
the School of Mines, and the State Normal College, except that not 
more than 10 per cent of the proceeds from 1 mill of any levy made 
for state purposes may be used for the support of industrial and agri- 
cultural courses given in any high school of the state, and that 5 per 
cent of the proceeds from 1 mill of any levy for state purposes shall 
be used for the support of the elementary schools of the state, in 
school districts where the regular tax levy does not produce suffi- 
cient revenue to permit the holding of more than six months school 
each year. 

A state tax commission was created, to be composed of the 
go^ernor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general, state 
auditor, and a man to be appointed by the governor for a term of 
six years and to be designated as the state tax commissioner. 

The state tax commissioner shall every two years designate and 
appoint three residents and taxpayers as a county board of ap- 
praisers, of each of which boards he shall be ex officio a member. 

The board of county commissioners in any county in Montana 
shall have the power to levy an ad valorem tax of 1 mill or less on 
each dollar of taxable property in such county for the purpose of se- 
curing, equipping, and maintaining a county fair, including the pur- 
chase of land for such purpose. 

A state board of examiners for nurses was created. All persons 
desiring registration as nurses pay an examination and registration 
fee of $10. 

A state board of veterinary medical examiners was created. AU 
applicants for examination and registration pay a fee of $10. Master- 
plumber's examination fee, $10; journeymen, $2; renewal of licenses, 
$2.50 and $1, respectively. 

Aliens pay a hunting and fishing license of $30; license for motor 
vehicles of less than four wheels, $5; for automobiles, from $10 to 
$20, according to horsepower; chauffeur'sUcense, $2 ; moving-picture 
shows in cities and towns of over 1,500 population, $25; agents 
soliciting or selling nursery stock, annual license, $10; a state ath- 
letic commission was established to have jurisdiction over all ath- 
letic contests in the state ; every club or association exercising any 
privileges under this board pays to the state treasurer a tax of 10 
per cent of its gross receipts from the sale of tickets of admission to 
any exhibitions staged by them. 
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Nebraska draws its revenue mainly from the gen- 
eral property tax. Corporations pay an occupation 
tax based on their capital stock, in additior to the 
property tax. Foreign insurance companies pay a 
special state tax. Considerable revenue is derived 
from fees and an inheritance tax. Poll taxes and prac- 
tically all the business taxes and licenses are left to the 
counties and municipalities. All license moneys, fines, 
forfeitures and penalties, escheats, and individual wit- 
ness fees go to the schools. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide such revenue as may be need- 
ful, by levying a tax by valuation, so that every person and corpora- 
tion shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, her, or its property 
and franchises, the value to be ascertained in such manner as the legis- 
lature shall direct, audit shall have power to tax peddlers, auctioneers, 
brokers, hawkers, commission merchants, showmen, jugglers, inn- 
keepers, liquor dealers, toll bridges, ferries, insurance, telegraph and 
express interests or business, vendors of patents, in such manner as it 
shall direct by general law, uniform as to the class upon which it 
operates. 

Sec. 2. The property of the state, counties, and municipal corpora- 
tions, both real and personal, shall be exempt from taxation, and such 
other property as may be used exclusively for agricultural and horti- 
cultural societies, for school, religious, cemetery, and charitable pur- 
poses, may be exempted from taxation, but such exemption shall be 
only by general law. In the assessment of real estate encumbered by 
pubKc easement any depreciation occasioned by such easement may 
be deducted in the valuation of such property. The legislature may 
provide that the increased value of lands by reason of live fences, and 
fruit and forest trees grown and cultivated thereon, shall not be taken 
into account in the assessment thereof. 

Sec. 3. Eedemption from tax sales. 

Sec 4. The legislature shall have no power to release or discharge 
any county, city, township, town, or district whatever, or the inhabit- 
ants thereof, or any corporation or the property therein, from their or 
its proportionate share of taxes to be levied for state purposes, or due 
any municipal corporation, nor shall commutation for such taxes be 
authorized in any form whatever. 

Sec 5. County authorities shall never assess taxes the aggregate of 
which shall exceed |1.50 per |100 of valuation, except for the payment 
of indebtedness existing at the adoption of this constitution, unless 
authorized by a vote of the people of the county. 

Sec 6. The legislature may vest the corporate authorities of cities, 
towns, and villages with power to make local improvements by special 
assessment, or by special taxation of property benefited . For all other 
corporate purposes all municipal corporations may be vested with 
authority to assess and collect taxes, but such taxes shall be uniform in 
respect to persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body 
imposing the same. 

Sec 7. The legislature shall not impose taxes upon municipal cor- 
porations, or the inhabitants or property thereof, for corporate purposes . 

OFFICBES. 

The officers mostly concerned with taxation are: 

(1) Precinct assessor, one elected for two years, in each precinct, 
ward or township. In cities of over 4,000 inhabitants, the number of 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Cobbey's Annotated Statutes of 1907, and Laws of Nebraska of 1909, 
1911, and 1913. 
Kevenue Laws, 1911, compiled by State Board of Equalization. 



assessors is determined by the county board and county assessor, and 
such number is elected en masse. The county assessor assigns such 
local assessors to the districts to be assessed by them. 

(2) County assessor, elected for four years, not eligible for two con- 
secutive terms. 

(3) County treasurer, elected for two years, who acts as collector. 

(4) County board of equalization, composed of the board of county 
commissioners, the county assessor, and the county clerk. 

(5) State board of equalization and assessment, composed of the 
governor, auditor, treasurer, secretary of state, and the Commissioner 
of public lands and buildings. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The ■property included and exempt. — The property 
included is grouped under the following classes: 

(1) All real and personal property in the state. 

Only the improvements on school lands and the value of the interest 
of the purchaser are taxable before the right to a deed has become abso- 
lute, and these are listed as personal property. 

(2) AU moneys, credits, bonds, and stock, and other investments, 
the shares of stock in incorporated companies and associations, and all 
other personal property, including property in transit to and from the 
state, used, held, owned, or controlled by persons'residing in the state; 
shares of capital stock of banks doing business in the state; and the 
capital stock of companies incorporated under the laws of the state. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property used 
for agricultural and horticultural societies; for school, religious, ceme- 
tery, and charitable purposes; also, the increased value of lands by 
reason of live fences, and fruit and forest trees grown and cultivated 
thereon. Any depreciation in value of property caused by a public 
easement is deducted from the assessed valuation. 

i. Assessment. — The assessment of all classes of 
property is based on 20 per cent of the actual value, 
which is defined as the value in the market in the ordi- 
nary course of trade. Each precinct assessor is re- 
quired, upon actual view, to fist, value, assess, and 
return aU property in the townships, precincts, cities 
or wards and villages assigned to him. The assess- 
ment refers to the 1st day of April. 

Real estate generally is assessed but once in four years, the last 
assessment being made in 1912. But improvements of over $100 in 
value added after the regular assessment has been made are assessed 
in the year of their construction, and losses by fire, flood, or other- 
wise are deducted. Taxpayers are not required to submit a state- 
ment of their reality holdings, but the assessor is assisted by all the 
officers and has access to all the pubUc records. Land and improve- 
ments are listed separately. Improvements on leased land and on 
lands for which a patent has not been issued are treated as personal 
property. 

In 1911 the state legislature passed an act to tax mortgages on real 
estate. The value of the mortgage is assessed and taxed to the 
mortgagee, unless otherwise provided by contract, the excess in 
value of the real estate above the mortgage, to the mortgagor. 

Personal property is listed annually on the basis of sworn state- 
ments made by the owners or holders. Schedules are furnished by 
the state board of equalization and assessment. The making of 
false statement, or the refusal to list property, is punishable by 
a fine of from $50 to $2,000 and may also involve prosecution for 
perjury. 

The gross receipts of foreign fire insurance companies, and the 
gross receipts, less reinsurance and cancellations, of domestic life, 
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fire, accident, and surety companies, except domestic fraternal and 
mutual associations, and such as have no capital stock and pay no 
dividends in any form, are to be returned at the place where the 
agent conducts business and are taxable as an item of property in 
the same manner as other taxable property. Foreign life, accident, 
and surety companies pay an annual tax of 2 per cent on their 
gross receipts. 

Grain brokers are assessed upon the average amount of capital in- 
vested, in addition to tangible property. 

Corporations generally, except those specially provided for, are 
assessed by the local assessors on their real estate, tangible person- 
alty, and franchises. 

Street railways, waterworks, electric light and gas works, natural 
gas, mining, and all other like companies are assessed on their fran- 
chises as well as on their tangible property. 

Railroads and car companies are to list their terminals, union sta- 
tions, machine shops, and in general all local tangible property with 
the local assessors. But the main track, right of way, rolling stock 
and all other property of a general operative character are listed and 
assessed by the state board of equalization and assessment, and 
apportioned to the localities on the unit rule. 

Banks, loan and trust companies, or investment companies are 
assessed on their real estate and tangible personal property. The 
shareholders therein are assessed on the excess value of the shares 
over and above the value of the property assessed to the bank. The 
bank pays the taxes and has a lien on the stock to secure reimburse- 
ment. 

Nursery stocks, growing or otherwise, in the hands of nursery- 
men are listed and assessed as merchandise. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
acts as a board of review and equalizes between indi- 
viduals and also hears and passes on appeals. The 
valuation of personal property is equahzed annually 
and that of real property once in two years, except in 
cases of evident error or apparent gross injustice in 
valuation, which may be considered at the annual 
meeting of the board. It also equalizes between town- 
ships and other local assessment districts. An appeal 
may be taken to the district court. 

The state board of equahzation equahzes between 
counties, increasing or decreasing the assessment roll 
in each, and it may increase or decrease the assessment 
of any class of property separately. The assessment 
as equalized by the state board is the final assessment 
upon which the taxes for all purposes are levied. 

2. Rate— 

The state board of equalization fixes the rate of the 
state tax for the various purposes. 

The rate of the general tax is to be not more than 5 mills on the 
dollar of valuation; that of the school tax, not less than one-half of 
1 mill nor more than 1§ mills. 

3. Collection — 

The county treasurer is ex ofiicio tax collector, and 
all taxes levied in the county must be paid at his office. 
Personal taxes unpaid February 1 may be collected by 
distress and sale as in execution, or by civil action. 
Personal taxes are delinquent December 1, real taxes 
May 1, and both draw interest at 10 per cent. Taxes 
are a lien on the personal property assessed from and 
after the 1st day of November, and taxes on real 
estate are a lien on such property from the 1st day of 
October. 



B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no state poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Property passing by will or by the intestate laws of 
the state, or by transfer made in contemplation of 
death, to the father, mother, husband, wife, child, 
brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, husband of a 
daughter, adopted child, or lineal descendant is subject 
to a tax of $1 on every $100 of clear market value in 
excess of $10,000 received by each person; passing to 
any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or Hneal descendant of 
the same is subject to a tax of $2 on every $100 on 
the excess of $2,000 received by each person; ia all 
other cases the tax is $2 on every $100 up to $5,000; 
$3 on every $100 for an estate of over $5,000 and up 
to $10,000; $4 on every $100 for an estate of over 
$10,000 and up to $20,000; $5 on every $100 for an 
estate of over $20,000 and up to $50,000; $6 on every 
$100 for an estate over $50,000, provided that estates 
valued at less than $500 shall be exempt. 

The tax is a lien on the property for five years, and 
becomes due and payable at the death of the decedent. 
Interest is charged at 7 per cent from date of accrual 
until paid, unless paid within one year of said time 

The tax is paid to the county treastu-er for the use 
of the state, and is expended under the direction of the 
county board of each county for the sole purpose of the 
permanent improvement of the country roads. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are taxed under the general property 
tax. 

All corporations incorporated under the laws of the state and 
foreign corporations doing business in the Ptate are required to pay 
an occupation tax on capital stock: $10,000 or less, $5; $10,000 to 
125,000, $W; $25,000 to $50,000, $20; $50,000 to $100,000, $30; 
$100,000 to $250,000, $50; $250,000 to $500,000, $75; $500,000 to 
$1,000,000, $100; $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, $150; $2,000,000 or over, 
$200. 

Foreign life or accident insm-ance companies and surety compa- 
nies, except such fraternal mutual associations as have no capital 
stock and pay no dividends in any form, pay to the state treasury a 
tax of 2 per cent on the gross premiums. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Annual licenses. — For manufacturer of imitation butter or cheese, 
$50; wholesale dealer in same, $25; retail dealer, $10; creamery or 
cheese factory producing 100,000 pounds or less per annum of butter 
or cheese, $5, and $1 for each 100,000 pounds additional; cream or 
milk tester, $1; wholesale manufacturer of ice cream, $5; retail 
manufacturer, $1; manufacturer of bottled soda and other non- 
alcoholic beverages, $5. Insurance brokers, $25; commission mer- 
chants, $10. Motor vehicles, for annual registration, $2; motor- 
cycles, $1; change of ownership, $1. Motor vehicle licenses go to 
the road fund of the county where the vehicles are registered. 
Hunter's license, nonresident, $10, resident, $1. 

For certificate with seal, $1; for commission to any civil officer, 
$1; copies of exemplification of records, with seal, 10 cents per 100 
words; for filing articles of association, incorporation, or consolida- 
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tion, domestic or foreign, capital stock $10,000 or less, $10; $10,000 
to 125,000, $20; $25,000 to $100,000, $50; for each additional $1,000 
in excess of $100,000, 50 cents; recording articles of incorporation, 
10 cents per 100 words; filing certificate of auditor or state banking 
board, $2; filing articles of corporation not formed for profit, $2; 
filing increase of capital stock, $5, and 50 cents for each $1,000 
increase so certified; filing certificate of decrease, $5; changing 
name or filing amendment, $5; issuing license, $1; taking acknowl- 
edgment or administering oath, $1. 

For examination of banks, capital of $15,000 or less, $15; $15,000 
to $50,000, $20; $50,000 to $150,000, $30; over $150,000, $50: Pro- 
vided, That such fees shall not be charged more than twice annually. 

For charters to engage in banking business, with capital of $25,000 
or less, |25; $25,000 to $50,000, $25, and 50 cents for each additional 
$1,000 over $25,000; over $50,000, $37.50, and 25 cents for each 
additional $1,000 over $50,000. 

Fees paid for certificates to practice medicine, dentistry, embalm- 
ing, veterinary surgery, optometry, and osteopathy go to the varioiu 
boards of registration. 

State auditor from insurance companies. — Filing first application 
and issuing certificate of lieense, $50; filing annual statement, $20; 
each certificate of authority to foreign companies or their agents, $2; 
each certificate for publication, $2; each certificate of authority to 
domestic companies or their agents, 50 cents. Surety companies, 
for filing charter, $30, for each annual statement, $20, and for each 
agent's license, $2. Mutual life insurance companies, filing of an- 
nual statement, $10, and for each agent's certificate, 50 cents. 
Mutual bond companies and hog insurance companies — incorpora- 
tion fee, $10; annual statement, $1; agent's authority, 50 cents. 
Accident insurance companies — filing and examining articles of 
incorporation and issuing certificate of license, $50, and if capital 
stock exceeds $100,000, 10 cents for each $1,000 excess; recording 
articles in office of secretary of state, $10; for each annual statement, 
$20; agent's authority, 50 cents. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Nebraska. 
County Revenues. 

a. general peopeety taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for county as for state 
taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The county boards levy all county, township, city, 
school district, precinct, village, and other taxes. 

The rate for county purposes is not to exceed $1.50 
on each $100 of valuation, unless authorized by vote 
of the people of the county, in which event the limits 
shall be as follows: For county revenue and poor, 9 
mills on the dollar; roads, 5 miUs; bridges, 4 mills; 
sinking fund, 4 mills; for "special emergency bridge 
levy," 1 mill ; for erection of county public buildings, 
5 mills; for establishment and support of libraries, 
3 mills. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

B. POLL taxes. 

Every male inhabitant in each road district over 21 
and under 50 years of age, except paupers, idiots, and 



lunatics, is to be assessed for a labor tax of $2.50, to be 
paid in cash or commuted in labor on the roads. 

C and D. inheritance and CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
the county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Dealers in malt, spirituous, and vinous liquors, residing in the 
county but not within the limits of an incorporated city or village nor 
within 2 miles of the same, except in counties having a population 
of 150,000 or more, may be licensed by the county board. The 
amount of license fee is in each case established by the board 
in its discretion, provided it be not less than $500 annually. The 
proceeds of liquor and all other licenses must be used for the main- 
tenanace of public schools. 

Peddlers selling outside the limits of a city or town within any 
county in the state are to pay an annual tax of $25; in vehicles, one 
horse, $50; two-horse or more, $75; ferries, $2 to $500. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of equah- 
zation are the same as for state taxation. If ordered 
by the county board, separate assessment rolls are to 
be made for property within the corporate limits of 
cities, towns, and villages, except when such munici- 
palities are included within the Umits of any township, 
and except also in cities of the first class. In metro- 
pohtan cities the assessment refers to September 1. 

2. Bate — 

The county board levies such taxes -as are required 
by the municipahty. The amount is to be certified to 
the county clerk by the corporate authorities, and is 
variously Umited for different classes of cities. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All male residents of cities between 5,000 and 25,000 
inhabitants between 21 and 50 years of age are to pay 
annually a labor tax of $3 for the repair of the streets, 
alleys, and highways of the city, or in lieu thereof to 
perform two days' labor. 

C AND D. inheritance AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes in 
municipahties. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Cities in general have power to raise revenue by 
levying an occupation tax or license on any corpora- 
tion or business within the hmits of the city. All 
scientific and literary lectures and entertainments, as 
well as concerts given by citizens of the city, are to be 
exempt from such taxation. 

Pawnbrokers — metropolitan cities, $100 per year; other cities, 
$50 per year. Liquors — in cities over 10,000, not less than $1,000 
per year: in cities under 10,000, not less than $500 per year. 
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School Revenues. 

The state common scliool fund, consisting of the 
proceeds of the sale of school lands and fines and for- 
feitures, etc., is increased by an annual levy of from 
one-haM mill to H mills on each $1 of valuation, and 
distributed to the coimties in proportion to the num- 
ber of scholars. All license moneys of the counties, 
cities, and villages are to be applied to the support of 
the common schools. 

The county commissioners levy on the property of 
school districts a tax not to exceed 25 mills. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING EEVENITE LAWS! 1913. 

Express companies shall pay into the state treasury on or before 
the 1st day of November of each year, an annual occupation tax fee 
which shall be equal to 2 per centum upon its gross earnings within 
this state. 

Appointment of a commission of. five men specially qualified by 
experience to study and deal with the problems of taxation and to 
compare conditions in the state with conditions elsewhere. 

Corporations. — Occupation tax: Capital stock which exceeds 
$1,000, but does not exceed $10,000, $5; $10,000 to $20,000, $10; 
$20,000 to $30,000, $15; $30,000 to $40,000, $20; $40,000 to $50,000, 
$25; $50,000 to $60,000, $30; $60,000 to $70,000, $35; $70,000 to 
$80,000, $40; $80,000 to $90,000, $45; $90,000 to $100,000, $50; 
$100,000 to $125,000, $60; $125,000 to $150,000, $70; $150,000 to 
$175,000, $80; $175,000 to $200,000, $90; $200,000 to $225,000, $100; 
$225,000 to $250,000, $110; $250,000 to $275,000, $120; $275,000 to 



$300,000, $130; $300,000 to $325,000, $140; $325,000 to $350,000, 
$150; $350,000 to $400,000, $160; $400,000 to $450,000, $170; $450,- 
000 to $500,000, $180; $500,000 to $600,000, $200; $600,000 to $700,- 
000, $250; $700,000 to $800,000, $300; $800,000 to $900,000, $350; 
$900,000 to $1,000,000, $400; $1,000,000 to $10,000,000, $400 and $75 
additional for each million or fraction thereof over and above 
$1,000,000; $10,000,000 to $15,000,000, $1,200; $15,000,000 to 
$20,000,000, $1,500; $20,000,000 to $25,000,000, $2,000; $25,000,000 
and over, $2,500. 

Hotels, rooming houses, apartment houses, and restaurants, regis- 
tration, $2 per annum. Dentists, $1 per annum. 

Billiard and pool tables, for first three tables, $10; for each addi- 
tional table, $5. 

The state may levy for bridges one-fifth mill. 

Companies loaning money at more than 10 per cent interest are 
to pay an annual license tee of $100. A university building fund 
was established and a tax of f of 1 mill for this purpose was levied 
for six years. 

Counties were authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 2 mills to 
establish or assist in establishing county public telephone systems. 
County boards were authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 5 mills 
for the erection of court houses or jails. 

In cities of from 40,000 to 100,000 population the council was 
authorized to levy a dog tax, and also a tax not to exceed 5 mills 
for public grounds and park purposes. 

The limit of the school district levy was raised from 25 to 35 mills, 
and they were also authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 10 mills 
for school buildings. 

Inspection of nursery stock was provided for with fees ranging 
from $5 to $20; also inspection of oils with fees of from 10 cents to 
25 cents per barrel. Cold storage warehouses pay a license of $5. 



NEVADA.! 



Nevada derives its revenue mainly from the general 
property tax. There is in addition a poll tax for the 
maintenance and rep air of the pubUc highways . There 
is no inheritance tax. The counties have an extensive 
system of license taxes on brokers, bankers, merchants, 
liquor dealers, sheep raising, and various lines of busi- 
ness and amusements. The state also imposes a license 
on liquor dealers, and receives a portion of the license 
receipts from houses of amusement and sparring 
matches. Municipalities are empowered to exact 
licenses from all lines of business, trade, and professions. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide by law for a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation, and shall prescribe such regu- 
lations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, 
real, personal, and possessory, except mines and mining claims, 
when not patented, the proceeds alone of which shall be assessed 
and taxed, and when patented, each patented mine shall be as- 
sessed at not less than $500, except when $100 in labor has been ac- 
tually performed on such patented mine during the year, in addi- 
tion to the tax upon the net proceeds, and excepting also such 
property as may be exempted by law for municipal, educational, 
literary, scientific, or charitable purpose. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec 1. The fiscal year shall commence on the 1st day of January 
in each year. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Revised Laws of Nevada, 1912 — annotated. 
Statutes of Nevada, 1913. 



Sec 2. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax suffi- 
cient to defray the estimated expenses of the state for each fiscal 
year, and whenever the expenses of any year shall exceed the in- 
come, the legislature shall provide for levying a tax sufficient, with 
other sources of income, to pay the deficiency, as well as the esti- 
mated expenses, of such ensuing year or two years. 



ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 6. The legislature shall provide a special tax, which shall not 
exceed 2 mills on the dollar of all taxable property in the state, in 
addition to the other means provided for the support and mainte- 
nance of the state university and common schools. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 2. All real property and possessory rights to the same, as well 
as personal property in this state belonging to corporations now ex- 
isting or hereafter created, shall be subject to taxation the same as 
property of individuals: Provided, That the property of corporations 
formed for municipal, charitable, religious, or educational purposes 
may be exempted by law. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall provide by law for the payment of an 
annual poll tax of not less than $2 nor exceeding $4 from each male 
person resident in the state between the ages of 21 and 60 years (un- 
civilized American Indians excepted), to be expended for the main- 
tenance and betterment of the public roads. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected every two years. 

(2) County recorder, elected every two years, who is ex officio 
county auditor. 
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(3) County treasvuer, elected every two years, who is ex officio tax 
collector. 

(4) County commisaioners elected for four years. 

(5) County board of equalization, composed of the county commis- 
sioners of each county and the county clerk. 

(6) Sheriff, elected every two years, who is ex officio collector of 
license taxes. 

(7) State license and bullion tax agent, appointed by the governor. 

(8) State board of revenue, consisting of the governor, state 
comptroller, and attorney general. 

(9) The state board of assessors, composed of the county assessors, 
who meet annually with the state revenue board at the state capitol. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
of every kind and nature within this state, except that 
exempted bylaw, is subject to taxation. 

(1) Real estate includes all houses, buildings, fences, ditches, 
railroads, toll roads and bridges, and other structures, erections, 
and improvements erected upon any land, whether such land be 
private or public property, and the ownership of, claim to, or pos- 
session of any lands in the state. 

(2) Personal property includes all chattels; money on hand, on 
deposit, or at interest; solvent debts when the amount exceeds the 
same character of indebtedness of the party assessed ; all locomotives, 
cars, and rolling stock used in operating any railroad within the 
state; all capital employed in trade and commerce; the capital stock 
of all corporations, except the capital stock of corporations organized 
for mining purposes; and all property not included in the term 
"real estate." 

(3) Exemptions in addition to pubhc property are: Unpatented 
mines and mining claims, but not the proceeds of mines; churches 
and buildings used for religious worship, with their furniture and 
equipments; property of the Masons, Odd Fellows, and similar 
charitable organizations or benevolent societies up to $5,000; pubhc 
free cemeteries; property up to $1,000 of widows and orphans who 
are residents of the state. The property of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, including buildings, furniture, and equipment. 

b. Assessment. — The assessment made by the county 
assessors is the basis of taxation for state, county, city, 
town, school, road, and other taxing districts. All 
persons are required to make statements under oath 
of the items of real estate and personal property in 
their possession subject to taxation. The assessor de- 
termines the true cash value which is construed to 
mean the amount at which the property would be 
taken in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor. Penalties for neglect or refusal to make the 
statement are the loss of rights before the board of 
equalization and a fine of $10 to $500, or imprison- 
ment not to exceed 3 months, or both,- and for making 
a false list, not less than 1 and not more than 14 years' 
imprisonment. 

The assessment does not seem to refer to one par- 
ticular date, but is to be made between the first Mon- 
day in March, the date of levy of taxes, and the first 
Monday in September, and refers to the time when 
made. 

The proceeds of unpatented mines are assessed quarterly as per- 
sonal property. 



From the gross yield of all ores, tailings, borax, soda, or mineral 
bearing material there is to be deducted the actual cost of extracting 
the ore from the mine, the cost of transportation to the place of 
reduction, and the actual cost of reduction or sale, and the remainder 
or net proceeds is assessed and taxed at the same rate ad valorem as 
other property is taxed. 

Patented mines are assessed by the county assessors as provided 
in Article X of the constitution. 

The act of March 13, 1903, provides that the assessors of the several 
counties shall meet at the capitol and eetabUsh a valuation through- 
Dut the state of all railroads and rolling stock, telegraph and tele- 
phone lines, electric hght and power Unes, of all cattle and sheep, 
and other kinds of property which can be valued and aesessed more 
uniformly by the assessors acting collectively. 

Patented land and land held under any state land contract are 
assessed for not less than $1.25 per acre. 

All banks are taxed on their real estate, and the shares of stock 
less the value of the real estate are assessed to the owners in the 
county or city where the bank is located. The bank pays the tax 
on the shares of stock. 

All the property of every bank in which no shares of stock have 
been issued is assessed to it in the same manner as other property is 
assessed to the owners thereof. 

No bank issuing stock is assessed upon other property than its 
real estate and no stockholder in such bank is assessed on account 
of his property interest therein, except for his share of stock. 

The shares of stock or bonds issued by any domestic corporation 
are not taxed by the state when the same are held by nonresidents. 

A mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or other obhgation given to 
secure a debt, for purpose of assessment, is treated as an interest in 
the property affected thereby, except as to railroad and other quasi 
public corporations. The property affected by such mortgage, etc., 
leas the value of such security, is assessed to the owner of the prop- 
erty, and the value of the security is assessed to the owner thereof, 
in the county, city, or district in which the property is situated. 

For the purpose of assessment of the property and franchises of 
any express company the cash value thereof is to be not less than 
the largest amount on which the net profit of the company for the cal- 
endar year previous to the assessment will pay interest or dividends 
at the rate of 8 per cent per annum. The net profit is the difference 
between the average gross annual earnings per mile on the mileage 
operated in the state on local and through business and the nec- 
essary annual average expense per mile on such mileage operated in 
the state. 

The assessment of railroad property is made on a mileage basis, 
and apportioned accordingly to the various counties, except in the 
event that any portion of the rolling stock or personal property of a 
raihoad company operated wholly within the state shall not be 
used in all the counties through or into which such railroad runs, 
then such portion of said rolling stock or personal property shall be 
assessed only in the county or counties where used or employed. 

c. Equalization. — ^The county board of equahza- 
tion equahzes between individuals and may correct 
any valuation, but no reduction is to be made where 
the complainant refused to make his Hst under oath. 
The equahzation is made after the third Monday of 
September. 

There is no state board of equahzation, but the 
county assessors of the several counties are required 
to meet at the capitol to estabhsh throughout the 
state a uniform valuation of aU classes of property. 
2. Rate— 

The rate of state tax is fixed by the legislature, which 
convenes biennially. 

A rate of 60 cents on each $100 of taxable property 
was fixed by statute for the year, 1912 and apportioned 
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as follows: 39.6 cents to general fund; 3 cents to terri- 
torial interest fund; 3 cents to state interest and sink- 
ing fund; 6 cents to general school fund; 5 cents to 
contingent fund; 1 mill to university contingent fund, 
1905, No. 1; 3 mills to university contingent fund, 
1905, No. 2; 3 cents to state prison interest and sink- 
ing fund. 
3. Collection — 

Property taxes are collected by the county treasiu-er, 
except that taxes on personal property not secured by 
real estate and taxes on the proceeds of mines are 
collected at the time of making the assessment by the 
assessor, Avho may enforce such collection by seizure 
and sale at public auction. Taxes on realty and on 
personalty secured by real estate are delinquent on the 
first Monday in December, and 10 per cent penalty is 
then added and collection is enforced by sale, or by 
suit in case the taxes exceed $300. Judgment is to 
be entered for 25 per cent in addition to the tax and a 
penalty of 10 per cent. Eeal estate is subject to lien 
for taxes due thereon and for taxes on the owner's 
personal property. Taxes on real and personal prop- 
erty may be paid in semiannual instalments, one-half 
by the first Monday in December and the remaining 
half prior to the first Monday in June. But if the first 
half is not paid by the first Monday in December, the 
whole tax is due and the penalty of 10 per cent is 
added. When the assessor of any county assesses per- 
sonal property unsecured by real estate, he immedi- 
ately collects the taxes on such property; and in case 
of a reduction being made by the board of equaliza- 
tion the taxpayer is entitled to a refund of the excess 
paid. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Each male resident of the state over 21 and under 
60 years of age (uncivihzed American Indians ex- 
cepted) and not by law exempt is required to pay an 
annual poll tax of |3 for the maintenance and better- 
ment of the public roads. 

The county assessor is ex officio poU tax collector. 
He may enforce collection by seizure of personal prop- 
erty and may sell on one hour's notice, or wages may 
be garnisheed and employers held responsible. 

O. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

D. COBPOKATION TAXES. 

The property of corporations is subject to taxation 
the same as that of individuals. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Insurance companies. — Fire, life, cooperative insiirance associa- 
tion or mutual benefit society, and. accident, annually, $100; casu- 
alty and surety, annually, |20. (Fines and penalties to be paid to 
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state school fund. Licenses and fees to be collected by the comp- 
troller and paid to the state general fund.) Liquor dealers, who sell 
in less quantities than 5 gallons, f50 per annum; retail drug store, 
in less quantities than 5 gallons, $12 per annum; wholesale liquor 
dealer in excess of 5 gallons, $100 per annum. 

Foreign building and loan societies pay to state insurance com- 
missioner an annual license fee of. $100. 

Fee for filing certificate of incorporation, $5; appointment of 
agent, certificate, $5; trade-marlcs, filing, $5; commission, notaries 
public, $10; great seal, $5. (These fees are to be paid into the 
library fund.) Corporations — filing certificate or articles of incor- 
poration, increase of capital stock, consolidation or merger, 10 
cents per $1,000 capital stock, in no case less chan $10; extension 
or renewal of corporate existence, one-half the original amount; 
dissolution, changes, amended articles, decrease of capital stock, 
increase or decrease of par value of shares, $10; filing list of officers 
and directors or trustees and name of agent, $1; filing charter and 
statement of foreign corporation and issuing certificate of authority 
to transact business, $10; certification of laws, $2; all other certifi- 
cates, $5. 

Foreign life insurance companies pay to comptroller a fee of $5 for 
filing power of attorney for agent. 

Physician — application to practice, $25. 

Dentist — examination, $25; license, $2. 

Pharmacy — application for authority to practice, $5; license, $10. 

Embalmers — examination fee, not to exceed $10; renewal of 
license, $2. 

Bar — examination and license, $25 (for benefit of state library 
fund). 

The state engineer collects fees ranging from 50 cents to $25 for 
services performed in connection with water rights of the state. 

License to practice optometry, $10. 

Banks. — Annual license — capitalization of $25,000 or less, $100; 
$25,000 to $100,000, $150; $100,000 to $200,000, $275; $200,000 
to $500,000, $400; $500,000 or over, $500 (to pay expenses of bank 
examiner) . 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax ia Nevada. 

County Revenues. 
a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equahzation thereof are the same for county taxes as 
for state. 

2. Rate — 

Beginning in 1905 there was placed in effect a law 
designed to bring about a reduction of the limit of 
tax levy by the counties for purposes other than the 
payment of interest and the maintenance of the county 
sinking fund. 

This law provided for an annual reduction of the 
tax limit in counties having a tax levy in 1904 of less 
than $1.50 on the $100 assessed valuation, at the rate 
of 2i cents on the $100 until such limit reaches 70 cents 
on the $100, which shall be the permanent limit. 

In counties where the tax levy for 1904 exceeded 
$1.50 on the $100 of assessed valuation, the rate was 
to be reduced, annually, at the rate of 5 cents on the 
$100 until it reaches $1.50 on the $100, after which 
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the reduction shall be the same as in the preceding 
paragraph. 

This law was modified by the act of March 1, 1911, 
which provides that: 

In all coimties whose tax rates for county purposes 
for the year 1910, exclusive of tax to pay the interest 
and maintain the sinking fund of the bonded indebt- 
edness of such counties, did not exceed $1.05 on each 
$100 of assessed valuation, it shall be lawful for the 
board of county commissioners of such counties to fix 
the tax rate for such county purposes for the year 
1911 at not exceeding $1.35 on each $100 of assessed 
valuation, and such board of county commissioners 
shall thereafter, during each subsequent year, fix such 
rate at a sum not to exceed $1.35 on each $100 of 
assessed valuation. 
3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. 

On all moneys collected from personal property tax, 
poll tax, and the tax on the proceeds of mines by the 
several county assessors, there is reserved and paid 
into the county treasury, for the benefit of the gen- 
eral fund of their respective counties, by said county 
assessors, the following percentage commissions : First, 
on the gross amount of collections from personal 
property tax, six per cent; second, from poU tax, 10 
per cent; third, from proceeds of mines, 3 per cent. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The entire revenue derived from the poU tax less 
commission goes to the coxinty for the maintenance of 
the road districts in the county where collected. 

D. COEPOKATION TAXES. 

Corporations, etc., engaged in furnishing electric Ught, heat, or 
power to the inhabitants of any county, pay a franchise tax of 2 per 
cent of the net profits made by serving such inhabitants. 

Public service corporations pay a franchise tax of 2 per cent of 
net profits to the county treasurer wherein located, for the benefit 
of the school fund of such county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county requires the following license taxes: Billiard tables, 
public, $5 per quarter; bowling alley, public, each $10 per quarter; 
theater — ^for less than one month, $5 per day; for one month, |20; for 
three months, $40 ; for one year, $75 (same fees for exhibitions of opera 
or concert singers). Circus, caravan,-menagerie, $20 per exhibition; 
wire dancers and other exhibitions, $10 per day; pawnbrokers, per 
quarter, $100; intelligence office, per quarter, $15; brokers and sav- 
ings banks — first class, business $250,000 per quarter, $100 per quar- 
ter; second class, business $200,000 per quarter, $80 per quarter; 
third class, business $100,000 per quarter, $50 per quarter; fourth 
class, business $50,000 per quarter, $30 per quarter; fifth class, busi- 
ness less than $50,000 per quarter, $20 per quarter (separate license for 
each establishment in the county). Bankers — first class, $500,000 
per month, $200 per month; second class, $300,000 per month, 
$150 per month; third class, $200,000 per month, $100 per month; 
fourth class, $100,000 per month, $75 per month; fifth class, $50,000 
per month, $50 per month; sixth class, $25,000 per month, $25 per 
month; seventh class, less than $25,000 per month, $12 per month. 



Common carrier engaged in transmitting gold dust or bullion, quar- 
terly, $150. Merchants who deal in goods, wares, or merchandise, 
wines, and distilled liquors, except wines and distilled liquors pro- 
duced from agricultural products of the state, when sold by the pro- 
ducer, pay quarterly hcense fees as follows: First class, average 
monthly sales $100,000, $50; second class, average monthly sales 
$75,000, $37.50; third class, average monthly sales $50,000, $25; 
fourth class, average monthly sales $40,000, $20; fifth class, average 
monthly sales $30,000, $15; sixth class, average monthly sales- 
$20,000, $10; seventh class, average monthly sales $10,000, $7.50; 
eighth class, average monthly sales $5,000, $5; ninth class, average 
monthly sales $1,000, $3.75; tenth class, average monthly sales less 
than $1,000, $2.50. Liquor dealers, who sell in less quantities than 
1 quart, $10 per month (one-half of such license moneys collected 
within corporate limit is to be paid into the city treasury); liquor 
dealers, who sell in less quantities than 1 quart, 1 mile Outside of city 
limits, $15 per quarter. Taverns, hotels, innkeepers, restaurants, 
public boarding houses, eating stands, and all public lodging houses 
are licensed as follows: First class, $3,000 per month business, $45 
per quarter; second class, $1,000 per month business, $15 per quar- 
ter; third class, less than $1,000 per month business, $7.50 per quar- 
ter. Peddlers and auctioneers, per month, $10; peddlers, wagon 
license, per month, $25; houses of amusement, per quarter, $500;- 
(three-fourths of such money collected is paid into the county and 
one-fourth into the state treasury). Toll roads and bridges pay 
quarterly 2 per cent of their gross proceeds on a mileage basis. In- 
surance broker, quarterly license, $15; itinerant merchants and 
traders, monthly, $300; cigarettes or cigarette paper, quarterly, $15. 
Automobiles for hire or rent, $2.50 a month; sparring match, eacJi 
exhibition, $1,000 (one-tenth of such license money shall be paid 
into county and nine-tenths into the state treasury); fishing and 
hunting — ^bona fide resident, $1 a year; citizen of the United States, 
but not bona fide resident of state, $10 a year; not a citizen of the 
United States, $25 a year. 

Private fish ha,tchery license fee, $10; dealers in fish, etc., taken 
from such hatchery, $2.50; funds to go to credit of game and fish, 
preservation fimd. 

Sheep raising — first class, 5,000 sheep or over, $250 per annum;, 
every additional 1,000, $50 per annum; second class, 4,000 and less 
than 5,000 sheep, $200 per annum; third class, 3,000 and less than 
4,000 sheep, $150 per annum; fourth class, 2,000 and less than 3,000 
sheep, $100 per annum; fifth class, 1,500 and less than 2,000 sheep, 
$75 per aimum; sixth class, 1,000 and less than 1,500 sheep, $50 per 
annum; seventh class, less than 1,000 sheep, $25 per annum. 
Provisions do not apply to persons who hold land equal to 1 acre- 
for three sheep, other than by lease. The sheriff is ex officio col- 
lector of licenses in his county and receives as commission — on 
each business license, 6 per cent; on each sheep license, 20 per 
cent, and $2, fee from person procuring license. 

Stationary engineers pay a license fee of $5 to the county 
commissioners. 

Every honorably discharged soldier, sailor, or marine of the- 
United States, resident of the state, and a veteran of the Civil War, 
has a right to peddle, hawk, vend, and sell his own goods, and to- 
engage in the business of auctioneering without paying license. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general pkopeett taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equahzation thereof are the same for town and city 
purposes as for state taxation. 

2. Bate— 

The city council of an incorporated city may levy^ 
annually a tax not exceeding 3 per cent upon the- 
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assessed value of all real and personal property within 
the city made taxable by law. 
3. Collection — 

Collection of municipal taxes is the same as for state. 

B AND D. POLL AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal poll or special corporation 
taxes. 

Corporations, etc., engaged in furnishing elecBric light, heat, or 
power to the inhabitants of any town or city, pay a franchise tax 
of 2 per cent of the net profits made by serving such inhabitants. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council has power to fix and impose a license tax in 
towns and cities on the various lines of business and amusements 
conducted in the municipality and to levy a tax on dogs. 

One-half of the license moneys collected on county licenses for 
the retail of liquors in less quantities than 1 quart goes to the 
municipality where the saloon is located. 

School Revenues. 

The state school fund is composed of the proceeds of 
the sale of school lands, all fines collected under the 
penal laws of the state, 2 per cent of the gross peoceeds 
of all toll roads and bridges, and all escheats. The 
interest of this fund is divided semiannually among 
the several counties in proportion to the number of 
school children. 

The board of county commissioners is to levy a 
county school tax of not more than 50 cents nor less 
than 20 cents on each $100. 

School districts may vote to impose a tax for addi- 
tional school facihties when the state and county 
money to which any district is entitled is not sufiicient 
to maiutain the school properly and for a sufficient 
number of months. 

Under certain prescribed conditions the board of 
school trustees of any district is authorized to levy 
a tax not to exceed 25 cents on each |100. 

The trustees may, upon proper vote, levy a tax not 
to exceed 25 cents on the $100, to supply free text- 
books. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

A provision was made to increase the rate of tax for state loan, 
interest, and redemption fund from 1 J cents to 4 cents on each $100 
of taxable property, commencing January 1, 1916. 

Created a state tax commission composed of three members. The 
first associate commissioner of the railroad commission shall be 
chairman, and the other two shall be appointed by the governor. 
After the year 1915 each succeeding commissioner shall hold office 
for four years. 

Abolished the office of state license and bullion tax agent. 

Inheritance tax. — ^When the property or interest therein or in- 
come therefrom so passed or transferred exceeds in value the exemp- 
tion hereinafter specified and shall not exceed iu value the sum of 
$25,000, the tax hereby imposed shall be: (1) 'Where the person or 
persons entitled to any beneficial interest in such property shall be 



husband, wife, lineal issue or lineal ancestor or adopted child, the 
rate shall be 1 per cent of the clear value of such interest; (2) 
brother or sister, or a descendant of a brother or sister of the dece- 
dent, a wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of the 
decedent, the rate shall be 2 per cent; (3) brother or sister of the 
father or mother, or a descendant of a brother or sister of the father 
or mother of the decedent, the rate shall be 3 per cent; (4) brother 
or sister of the grandfather or grandmother or a descendant of the 
brother or sister of the grandfather or grandmother of the decedent, 
the rate shall be 4 per cent; (5) any other degree of collateral con- 
sanguinity than hereinbefore stated, or a stranger in blood, or a 
body politic or corporate, the rate shall be 5 per cent. The fore- 
going rates are, for convenience, termed "primary rates. " Upon all 
in excess of $25,000 to .?50,000, twice the primary rates; $50,000 to 
$100,000, three times the primary rates; $100,000 to $500,000, four 
times the primary rates; over $500,000, five times the primary rates. 

Exemptions allowed.— Property of the clear value of $20,000 
transferred to widow or a minor child of the decedent, and $10,000 
to all others in first subdivision, $10,000 to all in the second, $5,000 
to all in the third, and none to those iu the fourth and fifth. 

This tax becomes due and payable at the death of the decedent; 
if paid within 6 months a discount of 5 per cent is allowed, but if 
not paid at the end of 18 months, interest at the rate of 10 per cent 
is added from the date of accrual. 

The revenue derived from this tax is apportioned as follows: 

Twenty per cent to the general fund of the county in which col- 
lected; 40 per cent to the state school fund, and 40 per cent to the 
general fund of the state. 

The state tax for 1913 as fixed by the state legislature was 66 cents, 
distributed as follows: General fund, 40.1 cents; state loan interest 
and redemption fund, 1.5 cents; general school fund, 6 cents; ter- 
ritorial interest fund, 2.4 cents; 1915 exposition fund, 6 cents; con- 
tingent university fund, 8 cents; Nevada school of industry fund, 
2 cents. , 

Provision was made for the payment of certain fees by candidates 
or party committees filing certificates of nomination, ranging from 
$10 to $100. 

Motor vehicles, 12J cents per horsepower; minimum rating, 20 
horsepower. Liquors — retail dealers selling in quantities less than 
5 gallons, $100 per annum; retail drug stores in same quantity, 
$25 per annum; wholesale dealers, in quantities in excess of 5 
gallons, $150 per annum. 

Optometry. — Examination, $25; registration, $5; renewal of 
registration (annually), $2. (Funds for use of the board.) 

Pharmacy. — Examination and registration, $10; first reexamina- 
tion, $5; second reexamination, $3; assistant, examination and 
registration, $5; annual registration fee, not to exceed $2; certifi- 
cate in lieu of lost certificate, $3. Permit to general dealers in 
rural districts to sell medicines, etc., annual fee, $8. (Funds paid 
into state treasury.) 

Stallion and jack — examination, $10; renewal, $2. 

Itinerant vendors, $10 per month; if wagon and one or more 
animals is used, $25 per month. Circus, caravan, or menagerie, $20 
per exhibition, not hereinbefore enumerated, $10 per day. Sparring 
match, $100 each exhibition. Hunting and fishing — ^bona fide 
residents, $1 a year; citizen of the United States not a bona fide 
resident, $10 a year; not a citizen of the United States, $25 a year; 
for fishing (only good 30 days), $2. 

For the fiscal years commencing January 1, 1913 and 1914, ad 
valorem tax of 2 cents on the $100 is authorized for purpose of estab- 
lishing a state institution for delinquent boys. 

Mortgages, etc., are deemed as an interest in the property thereby 
affected, except as to railroad and other quasi public corporations, 
and the assessment of the property is considered as the assessment of 
such mortgage, etc. ; either party may pay the tax. 

The county commissioners are authorized to levy a tax not to 
exceed IJ per cent in unincorporated towns for the benefit of the 
fire department. 
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New Hampshire depends mainly upon the combined 
property aijd poll tax for state, county, and municipal 
revenues. State and county taxes are apportioned 
to the towns, which are held responsible for their 
assessment and collection, except the taxes on railroad, 
express, and car companies, and telegraph and tele- 
phone companies, which are assessed and collected by 
the state authorities. There are some special corpora- 
tion taxes on insurance companies and savings banks, 
and there is an inheritance tax. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Akt. 12. Every member of the community has a right to be pro- 
tected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property. He 
is, therefore, bound to contribute his share in the expense of such 
protection and to yield his personal service, when necessary, or an 
equivalent. 

Art. 28. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duty shall be estab- 
lished, laid, or levied without the consent of the people or their 
representatives in the legislature, or authority derived from that 
body. 

Art. 5. Full power and authority are hereby given and granted 
to the general court * * * to impose and levy proportional 
and reasonable assessments, rates, and taxes upon all the inhabitants 
of and residents within the state, and upon all estates within the 
same. * * * 

Art. 6. The public charges of government, or any part thereof, 
may be raised by taxation upon polls, estates, and other classes of 
property, including franchises and the transfer or succession of 
property, by will or inheritance; and there shall be a valuation 
of the estates within the state taken anew once in every five years 
at least, and as much oftener as the general court shall order. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Selectmen of towns, three chosen at the annual meeting. 

(2) Assessors, also elected at town meeting, who constitute, with 
the selectmen, a joint board for the assessment of taxes. 

(3) Town collectors, chosen at the annual town meeting. 

(4) City assessors, chosen in each ward as may be prescribed by 
city ordinances, who form a board and perform all duties required 
of selectmen and assessors of towns . 

(5) "County conventiQn," which consists of the representatives 
of the towns of the counties. 

(6) County commissioners, three elected biennially. 

(7) The state tax commission, consisting of three members 
appointed by the supreme court and commissioned by the governor. 

(8) State board of license commissioners, consisting of three 
members appointed by the governor. 

State Revenues. 

a and b. general property and poll taxes. 

The state levy of general property taxes is appor- 
tioned to the towns and raised by them in the same 
maimer as their own revenues. The poll tax con- 
stitutes an integral part of this tax and can not be 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Appendix to the report of the tax commission of 1908, containing 
the laws in force in 1908. Session laws of 1909, 1911, and 1913. 



described separately. PoUs are put in the "invoice" 
upon which "all taxes" are assessed at 50 cents each, 
and taxable property at 60 cents on each $100 of its 
appraised value. This gives poUs a quasi property 
valuation equal to $100. 
1. Base — 

The base is the invoice as described above. 

a. The property included and exempt, and polls. — 
Such property, real and personal, within the juris- 
diction of the state, as is expressly enumerated as 
taxable in the statutes. All other property is ex- 
empt, as are also certain items in the enmnerated 
classes, as shown below. 

The polls included are aU males from 21 to 70 
years of age, not specifically exempt. 

Those whose poUs are not included are : 

Paupers and insane; soldiers or sailors of the War of the Re- 
bellion, if honorably discharged or pensioned; and at the discretion 
of the selectmen, soldiers or sailors who served in the Spanish- 
American War and are disabled in consequence of such service. 

The enumerated classes are : 

(1) Real estate, whether improved or unimproved, and whether 
owned by residents or nonresidents; real estate includes lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, and all rights thereto and interests 
therein; buildings, mills, carding machines, factory buildings and 
machinery, wharves, ferries, toll bridges, locks and canals, and 
aqueducts, any portion of the water of which is sold or rented 
for pay; lands, dams, canals, water power, buildings, structures, 
machinery, dynamos, apparatus, poles, wires, fixtures of all 
kinds and descriptions owned, operated, and employed by any 
private corporation or person not a municipal corporation in 
generating, producing, supplying, and distributing electric power 
or light; also the property of any railroad, railway, express, tele- 
phone, telegraph, sleeping, dining, parlor, and private car com- 
panies. 

(2) Personal estate liable to be taxed is: Stock in public funds, 
including all United States, state, county, city, or town stocks or 
bonds and all other interest-bearing bonds not exempt from taxa- 
tion by the laws of the United States; stock in corporations in the 
state, except where the property represented by the stock is tax- 
able directly to the corporation; stock in corporations located 
outside of the state, owned by persons living in the state, except 
where either the stock or the property represented by it is taxed 
in the towns or states where the corporations are located; money 
on hand or at interest more than the owner pays interest for, in- 
cluding money deposited in any bank other than a savings bank, 
or loaned on any mortgage, pledge, obligation, note, or other 
security whether on interest or interest be paid or received in 
advance, but excepting money loaned at a rate of interest not 
exceeding 5 per cent per annum secured by a note and mortgage 
on real estate situate in this state; stock in trade, whether of 
merchants, shopkeepers, mechanics, or tradesmen, at the average 
value for the year; raw materials and manufactures of any manu- 
factory, wood, timber, logs, and lumber, if exceeding $50 in value; 
fishing vessels, steamboats, house boats, or other vessels for the 
transportation of passengers or freight and seagoing vessels; vehicles 
the aggregate value of which exceeds $100; horses, asses, and mules 
over 18 months old; sheep over 1 year old, and hogs over 6 months 
old, but 2 hogs for each family are exempt; oxen, cows, and other 
neat stock over 18 months old; fowls of every description exceed- 
ing $50 in value; Wood, bark, timber, logs, manufactured or un- 
manufact\u:ed, exceeding $50 in value; the net yearly income of 
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ships and vessels engaged in the foreign carrying trade for at least 
10 months of the year preceding the annual assessment; all boats 
and launches the aggregate value of which exceeds $100; portable 
mUls; studhorses or jackasses for the use of mares. 

(3) The exemptions are, in addition to public property: Houses 
of worship, parsonages to |2,500, schoolhouses, seminaries of learn- 
ing, public cemeteries, and all property held in trust for the benefit 
of public places for the burial of the dead; the real estate and per- 
sonal property of charitable associations ; land and buildings belong- 
ing to the army and navy association of Portsmouth; property to 
the amount of $1,000 of any soldier or sailor who served 60 days in 
the Army of the United States during the War of the Rebellion and 
was honorably discharged, and the wife or widow of the same, pro- 
vided the aggregate value of the property is not over $3,000; the 
improvement caused by reclaiming swamp or swale land, for 10 
years; by the vote of a town, for 10 years, any new manufacturing 
establishment; undeveloped mines, unless belonging to others than 
those to whom the real estate is taxed ; all public stocks and bonds; 
stock in corporation not for profit; materials to be used in shipbuild- 
ing; money loaned to a town by a citizen thereof at a rate of interest 
not exceeding 5 per cent, by a vote of the town; raihoads not 10 
years in use; any city, town, precinct, or village district may 
exempt from taxation any future issue of its bonds, owned or held 
by its own citizens; new state hospital bonds; licensed billia,rd or 
pool tables and bowhng alleys; also the minimum values of differ- 
ent classes of property and the under-age domestic animals men- 
tioned in paragraph (2) preceding. 

Abatements are allowed as follows: Landowners planting timber 
trees upon their land have a rebate for the first 10 years after plant- 
ing of 90 per cent of all taxes assessed upon the land; for the second 
10 years, 80 per cent; for the third 10 years, 50 per cent; the select- 
men may make reasonable deductions from the appraisals of the 
estates of the insane when the income from the property is not 
sufficient to support them; the selectmen shall abate a sum not 
exceeding $3 from the tax of any inhabitant who shall construct 
and maintain a watering trough for horses; also a reasonable de- 
duction for planting and protecting shade trees by any highway; 
also for the use of wide-tired wagons. 

6. Assessment. — The assessment of all polls and prop- 
erty, except that of railroads, railways, telegraph, tele- 
phone, express, dining, sleeping, parlor, aftid private 
car companies which are assessed by the state tax 
commission, and except savings banks, trust companies, 
loan and trust companies, loan and banking com- 
panies, building and loan associations, and other 
similar companies, which report to the state treasurer, 
is made by the slectmen and the assessors of the towns 
and cities. The roll is known as the "invoice" of 
polls and property. It is made up as of April 1 in 
each year. Each taxpayer is required to furnish a 
sworn inventory of his property. The penalty for 
omitting the inventory or for a false inventory is 
doomage of four times as much as the property would 
be appraised at, if duly returned. The oath of the tax- 
payer does not cover the value of the property which 
is to be appraised by the selectmen. The appraisal is 
to be at its full value in money, or at the rate at 
which the property would be taken in payment of a 
just debt due from a solvent debtor. 

Polls are set in the invoice at 50 cents each, and property at the 
rate of 50 cents for each $100 of the appraised value. 

A new invoice is made every year and a new appraisal of all 
property, including real estate. But the state taxes are apportioned 



among the towns and cities only once in two years, the apportion- 
ment holding during the interim. 

The following items are set in the invoice separately: Improved 
and unimproved lands, buildings separately assessed, mills, carding 
machines, factories and their machinery, wharves, ferries, toll 
bridges, locks and canals, aqueducts, stocks in public'funds, shares 
in banks and in other corporations, money on hand, at interest, or 
on deposit, stock in trade, carriages, horses, asses, and mules, cows, 
oxen, and other neat stock, sheep, hogs, and fowls. 

Mortgages are assessed as money at interest, and no deduction is 
allowed from the appraised value of the property mortgaged. In 
appraising the value of the shares of the capital stock of corpora- 
tions a just proportion of the assessed value of any property otherwise 
taxed is to be deducted. Shares are assessed to the owner where 
he resides, if in the state; otherwise, at the principal place of busi- 
ness of the corporation. 

The railroads, as well as all telegraph and telephone lines and 
the property of car companies and express companies, are assessed 
by the state tax commission upon the actual value of their property 
and estate used in their ordinary business which would not be 
exempt from taxation if owned by a natural person or ordinary 
business corporation, and the companies pay to the state the tax 
thereon at a rate as nearly equal as may be to the average rate on 
other property (excepting property specially taxed, savings bank 
deposits, and polls) throughout the state. The assessed valuation 
of railroads is not apportioned among the towns, but the proceeds 
of the taxes are distributed as follows: (1) To the towns in which 
any railroad is located, one-fourth of the taxes paid by the railroad 
corporation, of which each town receives its proportion according 
to the share of the capital expended in each town for buildings and 
right of way; (2) to each town in which any stock is held, such 
proportion of the remainder as the number of shares owned therein 
bears to the whole number of shares; (3) the remainder for the use 
of the state. 

Selectmen are required to list the shares of raihoad stock held by 
inhabitants of their town. If they fail to do bo their town is, pre- 
sumably, not entitled to its share of the raihoad taxes to be appor- 
tioned on the stock. 

All shares of stock in banks (private, state, or national), except 
savings banks, building and loan associations, and the like other- 
wise taxed, are assessed to the owners in the towns where they 
reside at the value shown by the capital, surplus, and undivided 
profits, after deducting the real estate. The bank pays the taxes 
on the shares for nonresident stockholders and has a lien on the 
stock and on the dividends to secure repayment. 

The property of express companies doing business in the state is 
assessed by the state tax commission on the basis of ann ual state- 
ments furnished by the companies. The same method applies to 
the property of telegraph and telephone companies, to the cars of 
sleeping, dining, and parlor car companies, and the rate is to be the 
average rate of taxation on all property in the state. The proceeds 
of these taxes are retained by the state, except in so far as they may 
enter into some of the special funds that are apportioned to the towns 
or schools. 

All of the property and fixtures used by a person or corporation 
in producing and distributing electric light and power are assessed 
as real estate in the towns where it is located. 

All boats and launches the aggregate value of which exceeds 
$100 are taxed to the owner where the property is located on the 
1st day of April, 

c. Equalization. — Selectmen may, for good cause 
shown, abate any tax assessed by them or their prede- 
cessors. If they refuse, the taxpayer may appeal to 
the supreme cotirt of the county. 

The state tax commission in the year 1912 and every 
second year thereafter equalizes the valuation of the 
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property in the several towns and cities in the state 
by adding to or deducting from the aggregate valua- 
tions of the property in towns and cities such sums as 
will bring said valuations to the true and market value 
of said property, so that any public taxes that may be 
apportioned among them shall be equal and just as 
between them. 

2. Rate— 

State, county, and town taxes are levied together 
by the selectmen of the town. State taxes levied in 
a lump sum ($800,000 in 1912; $600,000 in 1913) are 
apportioned by the state legislature to the several 
towns on the basis of their valuations as equalized by 
the state tax commission, but the taxes are levied on 
the local assessment. There is thus no universal and 
distinct state rate. The apportionment of public 
taxes, according to the valuations of the polls and 
ratable estates in the several towns is made every 
fourth year (1911, etc.). The legislature specifies the 
amount and time of payment of the tax for each of 
two fiscal years. 

The rate on railroad, . telegraph, telephone, car, and 
express companies is fixed by the state tax commis- 
sion. It is to be the average rate levied upon prop- 
erty throughout the state, ascertained by dividing the 
total amotmt of taxes levied by the total appraised 
value of property and polls entered in the invoice. 

3. OoUection- — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, except those on 
railroads, etc., are collected by the town collectors. 
The collector may distrain on goods and chattels, and, 
if necessary, take the body. The lien for taxes on 
real estate attaches as of the 1st day of July after the 
assessment. 

Any town which neglects to choose officers for 
assessing and collecting taxes becomes liable to an 
extent for state and county taxes, which may be 
levied on the property of any inhabitant or owner of 
property therein, if no estate of such town be found 
whereon to levy the same. Extents may also issue 
against any ofiicers concerned in taxation who fail in 
their duties. 

Taxes on railroad, telegraph, telephone, car, and 
express companies are paid to the state treasurer and 
apportioned to the towns as explained under "b. 
Assessment." 

Interest at 10 per cent is charged on all taxes not 
paid on or before the 15th of October. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Combined with the general property tax. (See 
above.) 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the state passing by will or 
the intestate laws of the state, or by deed, grant, 
sale, or gift, intended to take effect in possession after 



death of the grantor, to any person except the father, 
mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, lineal de- 
scendant, adopted child, lineal descendant of adopted 
child, son-in-law or daughter-in-law, or to charitable, 
educational, religious, cemetery, or other institutions, 
societies, or associations of public charity in the state, 
or for or upon trust for any charitable purpose in the 
state, or for the care of cemetery lots, or to a city or 
town in the state for public purposes, is subject to a 
tax of 5 per cent of its actual value. If the bequest is 
to one of the persons mentioned above for life or for a 
term of years with remainder to others, the value of 
such remainder shall be appraised and subject to a 
tax of 5 per cent of its value. 

The state treasurer may appoint a suitable person to 
appraise the property at its actual market value if 
the executor or administrator fails to file an inventory 
or if he is not satisfied with the inventory filed. The 
tax is payable to the state treasurer by the executors 
at the expiration of two years after the date of then- 
giving bond. If not paid when due, interest at the rate 
of 10 per cent is added. 

The state treasurer, with the approval of the 
attorney general, may effect a settlement of the in- 
heritance tax in case of a contingent bequest or where 
life tenant has power to appoint. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Corporations in general are taxed under the general 
property tax, as described above. 

Savings banks, trust companies, loan and trust companies, loan 
and banking companies, and other similar corporations are required 
to pay an excise tax of three-fourths of 1 per cent upon the amount 
of savings deposits on which they pay interest, after deducting the 
value of all of their real estate, the value of all their loans secured 
by mortgages made at a rate not exceeding 5 per cent per annum 
and the amount invested in state, county, municipal, or school 
district bonds bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 3J per cent; 
and such companies are, in addition, to pay a further excise tax 
of 1 per cent per annum on special deposits or capital stock after 
deducting the value of all real estate. 

The state treasurer pays, to each town in which depositors or 
stockholders of any such corporation reside, the taxes bo assessed 
upon the deposits and stock of residents of such town. 

Building and loan associations pay annually a tax of three-fourths 
of 1 per cent upon the whole amount paid in upon capital stock 
after the same deductions allowed to savings banks. This tax is 
paid by the state treasurer to the towns where associations are 
located. 

Stock fire insurance companies of this state are taxed annually 
1 per cent on the amount of their paid-up capital on April 1. The 
state treasurer distributes to each town in the state such proportion 
of three-fourths of the tax so paid as the shares of stock owned in the 
town bear to the whole number of shares. The state retains tor its 
own use what is undistributed. 

Taxes so assessed upon savings banks, trust companies, loan and 
banking companies, building and loan associations, and upon stock 
fire insurance companies of the state are in lieu of all taxes, except 
on real estate, against the corporations, their stockholders, and 
depositors. 

Every foreign fire, marine, fidelity, and casualty insurance com- 
pany is required to pay to the state treasurer a tax of 2 per cent per 
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:aimum upon the gross premiums received by it upon business done 
in the state less return premiums and reinsurance in authorized 
companies. 

Foreign life insurance companies pay a tax of 2 per cent upon 
■gross premiums less payments to residents for death losses within 
the year, provided that the tax shall not be less than IJ per cent of 
the gross premiums received during the year. 

The expenses of the public service commission are met by a tax 
levied on the gross receipts of the railroads. 

Every trading-stamp company shall pay a license of not less than 
f250 nor more than $1,000, to be determined by the governor and 
•council. Every distributor of trading stamps shall pay an excise 
tax of 3 per cent of the gross receipts from the sale of articles with 
which stamps are given. Trading-stamp companies shall pay 10 
per cent of the gross amount received from the sale of such trading 
stamps. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Peddlers — for each town, annually, |1, fee of secretary of state; 
and the following amounts for the benefit of the town: For each 
town of 1,000 inhabitants or less, annually, $5; for each town of 1,000 
to 2,000, annually, ?8; for each town of 2,000 to 3,000, annually, $10; 
for each 1,000 in excess of 3,000, annually, $1; or general license for 
entire state, annually, $50 with a fee of |2 for the secretary of stats. 
Itinerant vendors, annually, |25; salesmen of Ughtning rods, 
annually, $300; manufacturers of fertilizers, annually, $50; also 
analysis fees of $10 for phosphoric acid, $5 for nitrogen, and $5 
for potash, but the fee for any brand does not exceed $15. Dealers 
in commercial feeding stuffs, an analysis fee of $15 annually. 
Nonresident hunters, $10; resident hunters, $1. Insurance brokers, 
$10. Guides, $1; nonresidents for guide license, $20. 

Liquor licenses. — Innholders, $25 to $1,000; sold in quantities 
less than 5 gallons, $250 to $1,200; any kind of liquor not to be 
drunk on premises, $100 to $800; malt liquors, cider, or light wine, 
not over 15 per cent alcohol, to be drunk on premises, $150 to $600; 
druggists and dealers for medicinal, mechanical, and chemical uses 
only, $10; if sold otherwise, as provided by law, $50 to $500; rail- 
road restaurants, malt liquors, cider, or light wine, $50 to $200; 
associations furnishing food and lodging to their members, $100 to 
^300; distillers, brewers, and bottlers to sell in packages for distri- 
bution to the trade, $300 to $2,000; common victualers, to be drunk 
on premises, $300 to $1,200. 

Motor vehicle annual registration. — For motor cycle, $3; com- 
mercial motor vehicle and motor truck, $10; automobiles not ex- 
ceeding 15 horsepower, $10; 15 to 30 horsepower, $15; 30 to 40 
horsepower, $20; 40 to 50 horsepower, $25; 50 to 60 horsepower, $30; 
60 horsepower and. over, $40; substitute registration for motor 
vehicle previously registered, $2; nonresident, one-half of fore- 
going fees; manufacturer and dealer, $40; in excess of one for hire, 
one-half of above fse; operator's original license and examination, 
$3; chauffeur's original license, examination, and badge, $5; sub- 
sequent operator's and chauffeur's license, $1; additional copy of 
certificate of registration or license, 50 cents; additional number 
plate, $1. 

By the secretary of state. — Charters are granted to corporations 
by special acts of the legislature, on payment of fees as follows: 
Savings banks, $100; other banks, one-tenth of 1 per cent of capital; 
railroad and insurance companies, one-twentieth of 1 per cent; other 
business corporations, $50; amendments, $25; corporations to do 
business elsewhere, according to capital, $10 to $200. 

By the insurance commissioner. — Foreign insurance companies — 
filing charter, $25; fihng annual statement, $15; filing license an(\ 
each renewal, $5. On payment of a fee of $2, the insurance com- 
missioner may issue an annual license permitting the licensee to 
insiu-e his property in foreign companies not authorized to do busi- 
ness in the state; such licensee later paying to the state treasurer 
2 per cent on the gross annual premiums, less return premituns, paid 
by him for such insurance. 



For medical examination and license — for all except matriculates 
of New Hampshire Medical School, $10; for matriculates of the New 
Hampshire Medical School, $5. Beneficiary societies, $5. For 
dentistry certificate, $10; for pharmacist certificate, $5; for assistant 
pharmacist certificate, $2; for embalmers — examination, $5, registra- 
tion, $1; for optometry certificate, $20; for certificate of exemption 
from optometry examination, $10. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in New Hampsliire. 

County Revenues. 
a and b. general property and poll taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property and, polls included and the method of 
assessment and of equalization are the same as those 
of the state already described. 

2. Rate — 

The county treasurer issues his warrant to the select- 
men of the several towns in the county requiring them 
to assess, coUect, and pay over their just proportions 
of aU taxes granted by the coimty conventions. 

3. Collection — 

Collection from the town may be enforced by the 
county treasurer in the same manner as by the state 
treasurer for state taxes. 

C, D, AND E. THE INHERITANCE TAX, CORPORATION 
TAXES, AND BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The inheritance tax accrues for the benefit of the 
state only, and there are no corporation taxes or 
business taxes, licenses, and fees in the county 

Municipal Revenues. 

a and b. general property and poll taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property and poUs included and the method of 
assessment and of equalization are in general the same 
as for state taxes. The invoice for all taxes is taken 
by the selectmen of the towns or by the assessors of 
the cities and the appraisal made by them. 

2. Rate — 

The selectmen assess all taxes duly Totad in their 
towns and all school and village district taxes author- 
ized therein. These may be levied in one assessment 
with the state and county taxes. Towns may also raise 
money at town meetings for municipal purposes. 

Each town shall annually raise for the repair of high- 
ways and bridges a sum not less than one-fourth of 1 
per cent of the valuation of the polls and ratable estate ; 
and in addition to said sum as much more as they deem 
necessary, provided that no town shall be required to 
raise more than $50 per mUe. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected in the same manner 
and by the same official as state and county taxes. 
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C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The inheritance tax does not accrue to the towns and 
cities. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

See state revenues. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

City councils or the selectmen of towns may license : Pawnbrokers; 
public shows, and exhibitions, $1 to ?300 per day (if in a hall, $1 to 
150); billiard tables and bowUng alleys, $10 per year; game in 
summer hotels, $4 (when licensed they are exempt from taxation); 
dogs, male, $2; dogs, female, $5; breeders of dogs, |12 to $25; ped- 
dlers, per year, $5 to |10; itinerant vendors, 2 per cent of value 
of goods in stock; plumbers, 50 cents annually. 

School Revenues. 

Each town constitutes a school district. The 
selectmen may assess taxes on the property subject 
to town taxes, but may make a new invoice. 

The statutes provide that the selectmen in each 
town are to assess annually "upon the polls and 
ratable estate therein a sum to be computed at the 
rate of $750 for every dollar of the public taxes 
apportioned to such town." Towns may, however, 
raise more. 

In order to equalize the school facilities and to 
assist in providing adequate supervision the state 
makes an annual appropriation which is apportioned 



to the towns according to the average assessed valua- 
tion per pupil of average attendance. For the school 
year 1912 the amount appropriated was $115,000. 

The proceeds of all taxes collected by the state 
upon the deposits and stocks, in savings banks and in 
similar corporations, of persons who do not reside in 
the state are known as th« "literary fund," and the 
"fund" so constituted is distributed among the towns 
in proportion to the number of scholars, and all money 
arising from dog license fees, which is not paid out 
for damages to domestic animals by dogs, is applied to 
the schools. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The exemption age of horses, asses, and mules, and of oxen, cows, 
and other neat stock was raised from 18 to 24 months. 

A poll tax of $2 was imposed on every male inhabitant of the 
state from 21 to 70 years of age, whether a citizen of the United 
States or alien, except paupers, insane persons, and others exempt 
by special provision of law. 

Money loaned for school purposes in school districts at a rate not 
exceeding 5 per cent; property of educational, charitable, religious 
institutions, and temperance societies; bonds or notes of the state 
and of any of the counties, municipalities, school districts, and vil- 
lage precincts of the state, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding 
5 per cent was exempted from taxation. 

Changes in motor vehicle annual registration. — Nonpassenger 
carrying commercial motor vehicle or truck, not more than 1 ton 
capacity, $10; 1 to 2 tons, $12.50; 2 to 5 tons, $15; more than 5 
tons, $20; automobiles, used exclusively in carrying passengers 
for hire, $10 ; motor vehicles owned or controlled by a manufacturer 
or dealer, $25; when let for hire, $10 additional. 
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New Jersey has practically achieved a separation of 
state from local taxation as to sources of revenue. The 
one exception is the state sch ool tax. The state derives 
its revenues mainly from : (1 ) Taxes levied on railroad 
and canal property; (2) taxes levied on the capital 
stock of miscellaneous corporations, including a large 
number which, although incorporated in New Jersey, 
do not carry on business there; (3) a collateral inheri- 
tance tax; (4) taxes on banldng and insurance com- 
panies; and (5) miscellaneous fees and income from 
state property. The revenue from these five sources 
has for several years been so ample that the state has 
been able not only to meet its own expenses therefrom, 
but also to make liberal appropriations in aid of local 
school districts. (6) There is levied by general law 
on ratable property as assessed in the local taxing dis- 
tricts a so-called state school tax. Ninety per cent of 
the proceeds of this tax is returned to the school dis- 
tricts as soon as received; the remainder, constituting 
the reserve fund, is apportioned to the counties, 
together with additional moneys from the state treas- 
ury derived from other sources. 

^ Thia compilation is derived mainly from the following sources; 

Tax Law of New Jersey, revision of 1903, with annotations, 
amendments, and supplements to 1905; prepared by the board of 
equalization of taxes. 

Session Laws, 1903 to 1913. 



While, as above explained, the general property tax 
is used primarily for local purposes, it is assessed, 
levied, and collected under general and uniform laws 
and under the strict control and supervision of the 
state board of equalization and its agents, and the 
county boards of taxation. 

The "main stem," the franchise, and the rolling stock of railroad 
and canal property are withdrawn from local taxation. All other 
corporations are taxed in the same manner as private individuals, 
and public service corporations using the public streets or highways 
pay a tax to the municipalities on their gross earnings, in addition to 
the taxes levied on their property. 

The general tax law was extensively revised in 1903 and again in 
1905, and in 1906 the general system was fundamentally changed 
by the introduction of the county boards of taxation. The laws 
concerning the state tax on railroads and the local gross earnings 
tax on public service corporations have been amended many times 
since the census digest of 1902 was compiled. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 7, par. 12. Property shall be assessed for taxes under general 
laws and by uniform rules, according to its true value. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation are : 

(1) Assessors under various titles, but the general tax law pro- 
vides that the term "assessor" shall apply to all officers charged 
with the assessment of taxes. 
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In the townships and towns these assessors, one in each, are 
elected, for the most part, for a term of three years; in the smaller 
cities there is usually one assessor only, but in some there are two 
or more ward or district assessors. These are in some cities elected 
and in others appointed by the mayor or by the council — their term 
is usually three years when elected, one year to three years when 
appointed; in the larger cities there are boards of assessment of 
from three to five members- (Elizabeth, 12), variously appointed. 
If the proper local authority fails to elect or appoint an assessor the 
governor may appoint. 

(2) County boards of taxation, composed of three members, ap- 
pointed by the governor for three years. These boards, under 
supervision and direction of the state board of equalization, act as 
boards of review and of equalization for the counties and have con- 
trol over the assessors. 

(3) The state board of assessors, composed of four members ap- 
pointed by the governor for a term of four years, constitutes the 
board of assessment for certain classes of railroad and canal property 
and for certain classes of corporations taxed on gross earnings for 
local purposes. 

(4) The state board of equalization of taxes, composed of five 
members appointed by the governor for a term of five years. 

(5) Tax collectors, sometimes called receivers of taxes, one in 
each township, town, and city, elected for three years in townships, 
towns, and smaller cities, and variously appointed in larger cities. 

(6) County collectors or treasurers, elected for three years by the 
county board of chosen freeholders, who receive the funds collected 
by the district collectors for county, state (if any), and state school 
purposes and remit the state tax to the state treasurer. 

State Revenues. 

a. geneeal propekty taxes. 

With the exception of a levy for school purposes, 
the state does not levy a tax on real and personal 
property generally, although it still retains the right 
so to do. If such a tax should be necessary, it would 
be apportioned among the counties in proportion to 
the property therein as assessed by the local assessors. 
Certain kinds of railroad and canal property, known 
popularly as the "main stem," are assessed by the 
state board of assessors and taxed for state purposes, 
a part of the revenue being distributed to the local 
taxing districts. As this is not considered an integral 
part of the general property tax, although in some 
respects resembling that tax, it is treated imder Cor- 
poration taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^AU property, 
real and personal, within the jurisdiction of the state, 
not expressly exempted by law, is subject to taxation. 

Real and personal property are not specifically de- 
fined for purposes of taxation. The general definitions 
given in the statutes are: 

(1) Real estate includes all lands and all waterpower thereon; 
all buildings and trees; all mines, quarries, peat and marl beds; 
and all fisheries. 

(2) Personal estate includes all goods and chattels, debts, and 
public and corporate stock, whether said personal estate be within 
or without the state. 

(3) Exemptions: Bonds of the United States, of the state, and of 
its political subdivisions; property of the United States, of the 
state, and of the several counties, schools and taxing districts when 
used for public pinposes; personal property out of the state and 



taxed where located; all property of the national guard used solely 
for mUitary purposes; all buildings actually used for colleges, 
schools, academies, seminaries, associations and corporations, or- 
ganized exclusively for the moral or mental improvement of men 
and women, or for religious, charitable, benevolent, or hospital 
purposes, not conducted for profit; all buildings actually and ex- 
clusively used for public libraries, religious worship, or for asylums 
or schools for feeble-minded or idiotic persons and children, and 
owned by corporations of this state authorized to carry on such 
charities; the land whereon the same are situate necessary to the 
fair use and enjoyment thereof, not exceeding 5 acres in extent 
for each; the furniture and personal property used therein; the 
endowment; all buildings used exclusively for purposes considered 
charitable under the common law, or belonging to any association 
or corporation formed for the purpose and actually engaged in the 
work of preventing cruelty to animals, with the land whereon the 
same are erected, necessary for the fair enjoyment thereof, and the 
furniture and personal property used therein; the funds of all 
charitable and benevolent institutions and associations collected 
and held exclusively for the sick and disabled members thereof, 
for the widows of deceased members, or for the education, support, 
and maintenance of children of deceased members, and all endow- 
ments and funds held and administered exclusively for charitable, 
benevolent, religious, or hospital purposes within the state (the 
buildings hired for rental paid to a landlord are not exempt); par- 
sonages up to 15,000, including the value of land; shares of stock in 
corporations having special contract for exemption ; and the shares 
of stock of any corporation of the state, the capital or property 
whereof is made taxable to and against said corporation; graveyards 
not exceeding 10 acres of ground and cemeteries and buildings for 
cemetery use erected thereon; real and personal property of fire- 
men's associations and of volunteer fire companies; mortgages on 
property which is exempt from taxation; bonds of biological and 
fish stations; savings bank deposits; ofiices and franchises and all 
property used for railroad and canal purposes, the taxation of which 
is provided for by any other law of this state. Exempt property is 
listed by the assessors. 

6. Assessment. — All property, except certain classes 
of railroad and canal property assessed by the state 
board of assessors, is assessed annually by the local or 
district assessors in each "taxing district," which is 
defined as the township, village, town, city or ward 
or district in the city, in which it is located, except 
intangible personal property which takes the situs of 
its owner. The assessment refers to the 20th day of 
May and the valuation must be completed before the 
third Monday of August. Real estate is to be assessed 
at the "fuU and fair value" or "at such price, as in 
the judgment of the assessor, it would sell for at a 
fair and bona fide sale by private contract." Personal 
property is to be assessed at its "true value," which 
term has been defined by the courts to be equivalent 
to fair market or selling value. The assessor may call 
on every inhabitant for a statement of his ratable real 
property. The penalty for refusal to render such 
statement or for rendering a false statement is an 
assessment " at the highest value he (the assessor) has 
reason to suppose it may be placed." Land and im- 
provements are by order of the state board of equal- 
ization, separately assessed. Personal property is to 
be ascertained by the assessor "by diligent inquiry 
and by the oath of persons to be assessed." 

Certain classes of raihoad and canal property subject to local 
taxation, are assessed by the state board of assessors. 
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No mortgage or debt secm-ed by mortgage on real property which 
is taxed, shall be listed for taxation, and no deduction from the 
-assessed value shall be made on account of a mortgage. The parties 
to a mortgage may agi-ee as to who shall pay the tax on that part of 
the property covered by the mortgage. A mortgage on personal 
property may be listed if the owner of mortgaged property claims 
deduction. 

The taxpayer has the right to claim deduction, from the aggre- 
gate of his personal property, of all debts due persons residing in 
the state, but in making such claim for deduction he must list his 
creditors and state the amounts owing them. 

Corporations, except as specifically provided otherwise, are 
treated as residents or inhabitants of the taxing districts where 
their chief office is located. Their real and personal property is 
-assessed in the same manner as other property. With the excep- 
tion of banks (national, state, and trust companies) the shares of 
stock of corporations are not taxable as such, the property which 
they represent being taxed to the corporations. 

Shares of stock in national and in state banks are assessed against 
the stockholders in the taxing district where they reside, those of 
nonresident holders being assessed where the bank is located. The 
bank pays the taxes on nonresident shares and has a lien on the 
.stock and dividends to ensure reimbursement. The real property 
of banks is assessed to the bank and the amount thereof deducted 
before the value of the shares is determined. 

Life insurance companies resident in the state are taxed in the 
.same manner as other corporations and in deducting their debts 
are allowed to deduct, not the face of the policies, but their present 
value. Fire insurance companies are taxed on the full amount of 
capital stock paid in and the accumulated surplus, less real estate as 
separately assessed. 

Stock insurance companies, other than fire and life, shall be 
assessed in the taxing district where their principal ofiice is situated, 
in the same manner as fire insurance companies are assessed. The 
real estate is assessed in the district where located. The amount of 
the real estate assessment shall be deducted from any assessment 
made upon the capital stock and accumulated surplus. No fran- 
chise tax shall be imposed upon any such company. 

A dog tax is levied and collected in connection with the prop- 
erty tax. Persons keeping one dog above the age of 6 months pay 
a tax of 50 cents, and for each additional dog, $1. This law applies 
to all taxing districts of the state except cities. 

c. Equalization. — Since 1891 the state has exercised 
a very extensive control over the assessment made by 
the local assessors. This control, since 1905, is exer- 
cised by the state board of equalization, through the 
county boards of taxation. The county board is a 
body organized expressly to aid the state board in 
equalizing taxes. 

The assessors on completing their lists have to 
attend personally before the county board for revision 
and correction. The county board also hears appeals 
by taxpayers and acts as a board of review. The 
decisions of the county boards are subject to appeal 
to the state board. The county boards have power 
to compel the attendance of witnesses and may report 
inefficient or incompetent assessors to the state board, 
which has power of dismissal. They exercise the 
power of revision formerly vested in the district com- 
missioners of appeal and in the old county boards of 
equalization. Tlie changes made in the lists for the 
purposes of equalization take effect in the original 
lists, so that there is but one final list, or tax roU, for 
all purposes of taxation. 



2. Rate— 

The governing body of every taxing district in each 
county in the state reports to the county board of 
taxation of their respective counties the amount to be 
raised for state (if any), state school, comity, school 
district, and local purposes, and may add 10 per cent 
thereto for contingencies. In like manner the "board 
of chosen freeholders" in each county reports the 
amount to be raised for county purposes. The county 
board of taxation then computes the tax rates neces- 
sary in each district to raise the sum required, on the 
basis of the assessed valuation as equalized. 

The general tax law of 1905 provides a limit for all purposes, 
exclusive of the state school tax, of $1.70 in cities having over 50,000 
inhabitants and of 51.50 in other taxing districts. Subsequent laws 
provide for a gradual reduction of rates in all counties where the 
aggregate rate, including the state school tax, is over $2. The 
limitations imposed upon the tax rate in any district shall not apply 
to the tax rate required to raise the state tax, the state school tax, to 
pay judgments against the taxing districts, or to pay the cost of 
constructing and maintaining any sewage system in any borough 
which may be in addition to the limited rate. This legislation 
appears to be intended to prevent an increase in the actual burden 
of taxation which might have resulted, if the old rates had been con- 
tinued, from the increase in the assessed valuation brought about 
by the action of the state board of equalization and by the coimty 
board of taxation. 

3 . Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the collector of each taxing 
district. They are due the 1st day of October, and 
delinquent the 20th of December. The penalty for 
delinquency is 7 per cent, unless the governing body of 
the taxing district fixes a higher rate, but is not to ex- 
ceed 12 per cent. Taxes on personal property are col- 
lectible by distress and sale immediately after Decem- 
ber 20, and, if no goods and chattels are found to seize, 
the delinquent may be Imprisoned. Real estate taxes, 
if delinquent, become a lien on December 20 and war- 
rant for the sale issues the following July. 

The taxes on real estate may be collected from the tenant or 
other person in possession, who in turn may recover from the land- 
lord. The taxes on unimproved or untenanted lands may be col- 
lected by seizure and sale of timber, wood, herbage, or other vendi- 
bles. County taxes, together with the state school tax and the 
state tax, if any, are paid by the district collectors to the county 
collectors, and the state taxes are remitted by the county collectors 
to the treasurer of the state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The poll tax is not used to supply state revenue. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

A tax is imposed on the transfer of any property, 
real or personal, of tha value of $500 or over, or of any 
interest therein or income therefrom, m trust or other- 
wise, to persons or corporations, in the following cases: 

(1) When the transfer is, by will or intestate laws of this state, 
of property from a person dying seized thereof while a resideht of 
the state. 
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(2) When the transfer is, by will or intestate law, of tangible prop- 
erty within the state and decedent was a nonresident of the state 
at the time of his death. 

(3) When the transfer is of property made by a resident, or of 
tangible property within the state made by a nonresident, by deed, 
grant, bargain, sale, or gift, made in contemplation of death of 
grantor, intended to take effect after such death. 

(4) When any person comes into the possession or enjoyment, 
by a transfer from a resident or nonresident decedent, when such 
nonresident decedent's property is within the state, of an estate 
in expectancy of any kind or character which is contingent or 
defeasible, transferred by an instrument taking effect after the 
passage of thia act, or of any property transferred pursuant to a 
power of appointment contained in any instrument taking effect 
after the passage of this act. 

This tax is at the rate of 5 per cent of the clear 
market value of the property and is to be paid to the 
state treasurer for the use of the state. 

Property passing to father, mother, husband, wife, 
child, or lineal descendant born in lawful wedlock, 
brother, sister, son-in-law, or daughter-in-law, or to 
any child or children adopted as such, of the decedent, 
or to any child to whom such decedent for not less 
than 10 years prior to such transfer stood in relation 
of a parent; provided such relationship began at or 
before the child's fifteenth birthday and was con- 
tinuous for said 10 years thereafter, or to churches, 
hospitals, orphan asylums, pubHc libraries, Bible or 
tract societies, religious, benevolent, and charitable 
institutions, or for a public monument or memorial, is 
exempt. 

If the tax is paid within one year from the date 
of the death of the testator, a discount of 5 per cent 
is allowed; if not paid within one year from such 
date interest at the rate of 10 per cent per annum is 
added. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

All corporations, both domestic and foreign, are 
taxed on their property within the state for local 
purposes and by several different methods for state 
purposes. Some are also taxed for local purposes on 
the basis of gross earnings. (Only state taxes are 
described in this section; for local taxes, see Municipal 
Revenues.) 

1. State franchise tax on capital stock. 

All corporations incorporated under the laws of New Jersey, other 
than those which are subject to the payment of a state franchise tax 
assessed upon the basis of gross receipts (to wit: gas and electric light 
companies when not using the public highways; domestic Life insur- 
ance companies; parlor, palace, or sleeping car companies, and 
express companies operating in the state), or subject to a local fran- 
chise tax based on gross "earnings (to wit: street railway companies, 
water companies, gas and electric hght or power companies, tele- 
graph and telephone companies, district telegraph messenger com- 
panies, sewer companies, oil or pipe-line companies, all when using 
public highways), and other than insurance companies subject to 
a tax on gross premiums or to retaliatory taxes, collected by the 
commissioner of banking and insurance, pay an annual Ucense fee 
or franchise tax of one-tenth of 1 per cent on all amounts of capital 
stock issued and outstanding up to and including $3,000,000; on all 
capital stock issued and outstanding in excess of $3,000,000 and not 
exceeding $5,000,000, one-twentieth of 1 per cent, and the further 



sum of $50 for each $1,000,000 or fraction thereof in excess of 
$5,000,000. 

This tax does not apply to the following classes of corporations, in 
addition to those mentioned above : Railway, canal, or banking com- 
panies, including savings banks, cemeteries, or religious corpora- 
tions, charitable or educational associations not conducted for profit, 
or manufacturing or mining companies at least 50 per cent of whose 
capital stock issued and outstanding is invested in mining or man- 
ufacturing carried on in the state . Mining and manufacturing com- 
panies doing business in the state, but having less than 50 per cent 
of their stock invested in such business in the state, are entitled to 
deduct from the amount of the capital stock issued and outstanding 
subject to taxation an amount equal to the assessed value of the 
property used in the state. 

This tax is assessed on the basis of a return made to the state board 
of assessors and is collected by the controller. 

2. State franchise tax based on gross earnings or on gross premiums 
and surplus. 

The following classes of corporations are subject to a state tax 
based on gross earnings or gross premiums received within the state 
at the rate named: Gas and electric companies, when not using the 
pubhc streets, highways, etc., at the rate of one-half of 1 per cent; 
life insurance companies incorporated in New Jersey, on gross 
premiums at the rate of thirty-five one-hundredths of 1 per cent, 
with an additional tax on siu-plus at the rate of 1 per cent; parlor, 
palace, or sleeping car companies, on gross receipts at the rate of 
2 per cent; express companies on gross receipts at the rate of 2 per 
cent. These taxes are assessed by the state board of assessors and 
collected by the controller. 

S. The state tax on railroads and canal companies — Historical note. — 
This tax originated in the "act for the taxation of raihoad and 
canal property" approved April 10, 1884. The chief provisions of 
this act were: First, that all property of any railroad or canal com- 
pany not used for raihoad or canal purposes shall be assessed and 
taxed by the same assessors, and in the same manner and at the 
same rate of taxation as the taxable property of other owners in the 
same municipal districts; second, that all property used for railroad 
and canal purposes shall be assessed by the state board of assessors 
under the following four separate heads: 

(1) The main stem, consisting of the right of way not over 100 feet 
wide, with rails and sleepers and all passenger depots. 

(2) The real estate other than the main stem, including road- 
bed and tracks, outside of the 100 feet; all bmldings other than depot 
buildings used for passengers; all water tanks, waterworks, riparian 
rights, docks, wharves, and piers. 

(3) The tangible personal property, including rolling stock, cars, 
locomotives, ferry boats, machinery, tools, etc. 

(4) The franchise: All four of these classes of property were to be 
valued and assessed by the state board of assessors. They were all 
to be subject to a state tax at the rate of one-half of 1 per cent, and 
items 2 and 3 were to be apportioned among the local taxing dis- 
tricts where they were to be subject to the same taxes as were levied 
on other property in these districts, but the latter tax was not to 
exceed 1 per cent. 

The raihoads objected to this tax on the ground that it was un- 
constitutional in that it created a special class of property for pur- 
poses of taxation, but the courts sustained the constitutionality of 
the tax. The act was further attacked by certain cities which re- 
garded it as withdrawing too much property from local assessments 
and taxation, and it was also the object of attack by a political move- 
ment in favor of "equal taxation" on the ground that raihoad prop- 
erty was not thereby taxed at the same rate as other property. The 
act was amended sixteen times down to and including the session of 
the legislature in 1908 ; in one year (1906) it was amended three times. 
It was also the subject of frequent litigation and the form which it 
took in 1906 and 1907 was held to be unconstitutional. 

Present form, 1908.— The state board of assessors assesses the fol- 
lowing three items of raihoad and canal property: No. 1 of the act of 
1884 modified, the "main stem" including, in the case of raihoads, 
the right of way 100 feet wide, with rails and sleepers and all struc- 
tures other than passenger and freight depots; in the case of canals 
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the waterway, towing path, and berm bank; No. 3 of the same act, 
the tangible personal property, including rolling stock, cars, loco- 
motives, ferryboats, and the tangible personal property of canal 
companies; and No. 4 of the act of 1884, the franchise. These 
properties, due allowance being made for property under No. 2 of the 
act of 1884, with the addition of passenger depots, are assessed on 
the basis of a report showing the stock and bonds and the market 
value thereof. The rate of tax levied on this property is the av3r- 
age rate of taxation on all property assessed for local purposes by the 
local assessors. 

The third act relative to raihoad taxation, passed at the session of 
1906, provided that property of the class No. 2 in the act of 1884, 
namely: Real estate other than main stem, including roadbed and 
tracks, outside of the 100 feet; all buildings (including passenger 
depots formerly included with main stem) ; all water tanks, water- 
works, riparian rights, dock, wharves, and piers should be assessed 
by the local assessors. This act being found unconstitutional after 
assessment had been made for 1906 and 1907, the legislature in 1908 
ordered a reassessment of this property by the state board of assessors 
for these years. Presumably all the old provisions of the statutes 
other than those declared unconstitutional are still in force, and 
since 1906 this property has been assessed by the state board, appor- 
tioned to the local taxing districts where it is located, and subjected 
to taxation in each such district at the same rate as other property 
in the districts. 

Out of the state's share of the proceeds of this tax there is per- 
manently appropriated to the support of the local schools a sum 
equal to one-half of 1 per cent of the total valuation of the property 
on which the tax is levied. This money is remitted by the state 
controller to the county collector and apportioned to the several 
school districts by the county superintendent of schools. 

State tax on insurance companies. — Bomestic life insiu-ance com- 
panies are taxed on surplus and gross premiums. (See under 2, 
State franchise tax, above.) The following taxes are assessed and 
collected by the commissioner of banks and insurance: Fire insur- 
ance companies of other states and countries 2 per cent on gross 
premiums, and retaliatory taxes against the companies of states 
which levy more than 2 per cent on New Jersey companies, at the 
same rate as in those states. Foreign life insurance companies are 
taxed only under the retaliatory law. All other classes of insurance 
companies, 2 per cent on gross premiums. 

(For the special franchise tax on corporations using the public 
streets and for the annual franchise tax on street raihoads, see 
Municipal Revenues, D.') 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Insurance agent, foreign company, $10; itinerant vendors, $25; 
fire, life, marine, and live sf»ck insurance companies, $50. Non- 
residents to auction jewelry within the state, $100. 

To the secretary of state. — Incorporation fee, 20 cents for each 
$1,000 of capital stock authorized, $25 minimum tax; increase of 
stock, 20 cents per $1,000, $20 minimum tax. Consolidation and 
merger of corporations, 20 cents for each $1,000 authorized beyond 
capital of corporations consolidated, |20 minimum. Extension of 
corporate existence, same as organization; dissolution, change of 
name, increase of capital stock, etc., $20; foreign corporations, 
privilege tax, $10; foreign insurance company, $20; annual state- 
ment of insurance companies, $20. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in New Jersey. 

County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

The county revenues arc entirely derivative in New 
Jersey. There is no independent assessment of 



property for the purpose of county taxation, nor 
does the county levy or collect directly any poll, 
inheritance, corporation, or business taxes. 

The support of the county comes mainly from a tax 
levied on the basis of the assessed value of property as 
determined by the assessors of the local taxing dis- 
tricts and equalized by the county board of taxation. 
The amount to be raised for county purposes, to wit, 
for current expenses, debt and interest, public works, 
poor relief, and other county purposes, is determined 
by the "board of chosen freeholders" not later than 
the last Tuesday of August. This amount is hmited 
to a sum which shall not exceed 50 cents for each $100 
of assessed valuation in the county, but an increase 
not to exceed 10 cents may be granted on application 
to the -county board of taxation. 

The county also receives, for distribution to the local 
school districts, the state school tax and a portion of 
the state tax on raihoad and canal property. (See 
State Revenues, a and d.) 

MtnsriciPAL Revenues. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

(See under State Revenues, a.) 

B. POLL TAXES. 

A poll tax of $1 per annum is assessed, levied, 
and collected, with the property taxes, on all males 
resident m. the state over 21 years of age. Exempt are: 
Paupers, idiots, and insane, firemen, veterans of the 
Civil War, and members of the national guard. The 
assessor enters the poll tax in his list together with 
the ratable property; the tax is collected and enforce- 
able in the same manner as are the taxes on personal 
property. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The inheritance tax is not a municipal tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations generally are taxable on their property 
in the same manner as individuals. The following 
are special cases, and, except as otherwise stated, are 
taxed in addition to the property taxes: 

Taxes on gross earnings of public service corporations. — All persons, 
copartnerships, associations, or corporations other than municipal 
or corporations operating raihoads and canals, which have "the 
right to use or occupy the streets, highways, roads, lanes, or pubhc 
places " are taxable on their gross earnings, in addition to the taxes 
on their property, at the rate of 2 per cent upon their gross receipts, 
except street railroads, which paid for 1906, 2i per cent; for 1907, 
3 per cent; for 1908, 3J per cent; for 1909, 4 per cent; for 1910, 
4i per cent; for 1911 and thereafter, 5 per cent. 

These taxes are assessed by the state board of assessors and appor- 
tioned to the various taxing districts in proportion to the value of the 
"property located in, upon, or under any public street," etc., as 
shown by the returns of the district assessors. But the board has the 
power to equalize such assessments. 
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These taxes are due and payable at the same time as other taxes 
and are collected by the district collectors in the same manner as 
taxes on other property. They are in heu of all of the township, 
town, borough, or city franchise taxes, but do not impair the vahdity 
of any contract or agreement for the original purchaser of the fran- 
chise. 

The classes of corporations actually assessed on gross earnings 
in this way are street railways, water companies, gas and electric 
companies, telegraph and telephone companies, district tele- 
graph messenger companies, sewer companies, and oil or pipe- 
line companies. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND EEES. 

The common councils and boards of aldermen have 
power to Hcense junk shops, billboards, billposters, 
roller skating rinks, omnibuses, carriages, and other 
vehicles, peddlers, pawnbrokers, auctioneers, milk 
dealers, street musicians, shows, and theatrical per- 
formances. Rates given in general statutes are: 

Circus — admission 25 cents, not to exceed $500 per day; admission 
10 to 25 cents, not to exceed $100 per week. Concerts — admission 
50 cents or more, $25 per concert; theater, $350 per year. Employ- 
ment agencies, not to exceed $25. 

The board of excise commissioners has the power in 
towns and cities of granting retail liquor hcenses. 
The rates found in general statutes are : 

Liquors. — The statute fixes the minimum hcense fee but not the 
maximum, according to population, as follows; $100 for a popula- 
tion not exceeding 3,000; $150 when it exceeds 3,000 but not 
10,000, and $500 when it is in excess of 10,000. Beer bottling, $100 ; 
sale of liquors by social clubs, $250. 

Other hcenses are determined by municipal ordi- 
nances. 

School Revenues. 

The free public schools are supported by the state 
school tax, by appropriations out of the revenues of 
the state made to compensate for the withdrawal of 



railroad property from local taxation and to reduce the 
state school tax, by interest and other income of the 
moneys invested in the state school fund, including 
rents of riparian leases of lands under water, by the 
poll tax, and such taxes as may be voted locally, 
the local taxes being by far the greater part of the 
support of the schools. 

The aggregate amount of the annual state fund other 
than that from investments is to equal $5 for each 
child in the state between 5 and 18 years. What is 
necessary over and above the state appropriation is 
levied as the state school tax and is apportioned as 
above in proportion to the assessed value of the prop- 
erty taxable in each county and taxing district. This 
money is collected by the county collectors and re- 
mitted to the state treasurer. As soon as received 
90 per cent thereof is immediately returned to the 
counties and taxing districts, being apportioned by the 
county superintendents, and 10 per cent is placed in a 
reserve fund and apportioned to the counties by the 
state board of education. The other moneys in the 
state school fund are apportioned by the state board 
of education. The funds raised by local taxation 
are under the control of the local authorities. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The governing body of any village may appoint a board of assessors 
consisting of three members for three years at a salary fixed by such 
governing body. (The first assessors appointed under this law shall 
hold office for one, two, and three years, respectively.) 

Osteopaths, lawyers, stationary engineers, and operators of game 
farms are required to take out state licenses. MunicipaUties were 
authorized to exclude from the maximum tax rate prescribed by 
law a levy to provide for the interest, sinking fund, and construc- 
tion and maintenance of sewer systems. Provision was made for 
the issuance of new liquor licenses in the ratio of 1 license to 
500 inhabitants, which are granted to the highest bidder therefor. 



NEW MEXICO. 



New Mexico draws its revenues mainly from the 
general property tax. There are certain special cor- 
poration taxes on car and express companies, and 
on foreign corporations engaged in producing, refin- 
ing, and selhng petroleum or coal oil. There is no 
inheritance tax, and such licenses as are provided for 
by statute go direct to the support of schools and the 
general county government in the coimty in which 
collected. 

In changing from a territorial to a state form of 
government (Jan. 6, 1912) provision was made in 
section 4, article 12, of the new constitution that all 
laws of the territory in force at the time of admission 
into the Union as a state, not inconsistent with the 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Compiled Laws of New Mexico, 1897: Santa Fe, N. Mex., 1897. 
Laws of New Mexico, 1899: Santa Fe, N. Mex., 1899. 
Laws of New Mexico, 1901: Albuquerque, N. Mex., 1901. 
The Session Laws to 1913, and Beport of the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory, 1909-10. 



constitution, should remain in force as the laws of the 
state until they expire by their own hmitation, or are 
altered or repealed. 

The provisions of the new constitution concerning 
taxation are as follows: 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE VIU. 

Taxation and revenue. 

Sec. 1. The rate of taxation shall be equal and uniform upon all 
subjects of taxation. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall have power to provide for the'levy 
and collection of license, excise, income, collateral and direct 
inheritance, legacy, and succession taxes; also graduated income 
taxes, graduated collateral and direct inheritance taxes, graduated 
legacy and succession, and other specific taxes, including taxes 
upon the production and output of mines, oil lands, and forests; 
but no double taxation shall be permitted. 

Sec 3. The enumeration of subjects of taxation in section 2 of 
this article shall not deprive the legislature of the power to require 
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other subjects to be taxed in such manner as may be consistent 
with the principles of taxation fixed in this constitution. 

Sec. 4. There shall be levied annually for state revenue a tax 
not to exceed 4 mills on each dollar of the assessed valuation of the 
property in the state, except for the support of the educational, 
penal, and charitable institutions of the state, payment of the state 
debt, and interest thereon. For the first two years after this con- 
stitution goes into effect the total annual tax levy for all state pur- 
poses, exclusive of necessary levies for the state debt, shall not ex- 
ceed 12 mills; and thereafter it shall not exceed 10 mills. 

Sec. 5. A state board of equalization is hereby created which 
shall consist of the governor, traveling auditor, state auditor, sec- 
retary of state, and attorney general. Until otherwise provided, 
said board shall have and exercise all the powers now vested in the 
territorial board of equalization. 

Sec 6. The legislature shall have no power to release or dis- 
charge any county, city, town, school district, or other municipal 
corporation or subdivision of the state, from its proportionate share 
of taxes levied for any purpose. 

Sec. 7. The property of the United States, the state, and all 
counties, towns, cities and school districts, and other municipal 
corporations, public libraries, community ditches and all laterals 
thereof, all church property, all property used for educational or 
charitable purposes, all cemeteries not used or held for private or 
corporate profit, and all bonds of the state of New Mexico, and of 
the counties, municipalities, and districts thereof shall be exempt 
from taxatio i . 

Sec. 8. The power to license and tax corporations and corporate 
property shall not be relinquished or suspended by the state or 
any subdivision thereof: Provided, That the legislature may, by 
general law, exempt new railroads from taxation for not more than 
six years, from and after the completion of any such railroad and 
branches; such railroad being deemed to be completed for the pur- 
pose of taxation, as to any operative division thereof, when the 
same is opened for business to the public; and new sugar factories, 
smelters, reduction and refining works, and pumping plants for 
irrigation purposes, and irrigation works, for not more than six 
years from and after their establishment. 

Sec 9. All property within the territorial limits of the authority 
levying the tax, and subject to taxation, shall be taxed therein for 
state, county, municipal and other purposes; provided, that the 
state board of equalization shall determine the value of all property 
of railroad, express, sleeping car, telegraph, telephone and other 
transportation or transmission companies used by such companies 
in the operation of their railroad, express, sleeping car, telegraph, 
or telephone lines, or other transportation or transmission Hnes, 
and shall certify the value thereof as so determined to the county 
and municipal taxing authorities. 

Sec 11. The legislature may exempt from taxation property of 
each head of a family to the amount of $200. 

Sec 12. Lands held in large tracts shall not be assessed for taxa- 
tion at any lower value per acre than lands of the same character 
or quality and similarly situated, held in smaller tracts. The plow- 
ing of land shall not be considered as adding value thereto for the 
piu^ose of taxation. 

OFFICEES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected every four years. 

(2) County collector; the county treasurer is ex officio tax 
collector. 

(3) County board of equalization, composed of the county 
commissioners. 

(4) State board of equalization, created by the constitution, con- 
sists of the governor, traveling auditor, state auditor, secretary of 
state, and attorney general. This board has all powers that were 
vested in the territorial board of equalization. 



State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The fro-perty included and exempt. — ^All property 
in the state not exempt by law, is subject to taxation. 

(1) Real estate includes all lands within the state to which. 
title or right to title has been acquired, all mines, minerals, and 
qiiarries, and all rights and privileges appertaining to land, and 
improvements which include all buildings, structures, fixtures, and 
fences affixed to land, whether title to the land has been acquired 
or not._ 

(2) Personal property includes everything subject to owner- 
ship not included within the term "real estate." 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property are: Bonds of 
state, county, municipality, and districts; public libraries; cem- 
eteries; property of literary, scientfic, benevolent, agricultural, and 
religious institutions and societies; fair associations; a family home- 
stead, to the value of $200, or other property to make up an exemption 
of $200; mines and mining claims bearing gold, silver, and other 
precious metals (but not the net product and surface improve- 
ments), for a period of 10 years from the date of the location; 
irrigating ditches, canals, and flumes belonging to communities and 
used on a mutual basis; and all other ditches, etc., for irrigating 
purposes, for a period of 6 years after completion; property of 
irrigation districts, tanning factories, for 6 years; and railroads, 
for 6 years after the completion of the road and branches. 

Beet sugar and broom factories, woolen mills, smelters, water 
power plants, cement and plaster manufacturing works, waterways, 
pipe lines, canals, and irrigation plants and refining and reduction 
works completed before April 1, 1909, shall be exempt from taxation 
for six years. 

No tax is to be levied on any mining claim located under laws of 
the United States, or upon any shaft or working therein until after 
a patent has been issued by the United States and for one year 
thereafter; but other net improvements and the net product is 
taxable. 

&. Assessment. — ^Every person is required to furnish 
a sworn list of the items and value of his property as 
of January 1 of each year, but the assessed value is 
fixed at the value of the property as determined by 
the assessor. For a false list or failure to render a Hst 
the penalty is an increase of 25 per cent in the assessed 
value. 

Lands are to be designated on the assessment lists according to 
their character, as agricultural, grazing, coal, saline, mineral, tim- 
ber, and town, city, or village lots. 

Bona fide debts may be deducted from credits. 

Corporations are assessed on their property where the same is 
situated. But where the entire capital or property is assessed, the 
stockholders are not taxed individually on their stock. 

Bank stock in national or state banks is assessed where bank ia lo- 
cated, by the state board of equalization, on the basis of statements 
by the corporate officers, and the taxes are paid by the corporation. 
Building and savings and loan associations are assessed with the 
amount shown to have been paid into the association, up to the 1st 
day of January, upon outstanding shares of stock, less the amount 
shown by the statements to have been loaned to shareholders upon 
mortgage security listed for taxation, and upon shares of stock of said 
association, and neither the association nor the shareholders therein 
shall be liable to other taxation upon shares of stock. Mortgages 
on real estate held by building and savings and loan associations are 
exempt if the real estate is listed for taxation by the owners. 

Railroad, telegraph, telephone, and sleeping car companies and 
other transportation or transmission companies are to be assessed by 
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the state board of equalization. All property is to be assessed at its 
actual value. The valuation is apportioned to the counties where 
the property is located, on a mileage basis. The power of the board 
extends to all classes of property owned by the railroad. 

The state board of equalization fixes and determines the minimum 
value of all items of property other than those which it assesses 
and prepares a schedule of such valuation which it files with the 
auditor. 

All sheep and goats belonging to nonresidents may be assessed by 
the assessor at any time during the year in the county where they 
are found grazing and the tax thereon is payable immediately. ' 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes between individuals in the county and hears 
complaints in regard to the assessment. 

The state board of equalization hears appeals from 
the county board of equalization or from any city 
assessor or city coimcil. The board adjusts or equal- 
izes also between the counties. 

2. Bate— 

The rate for state revenue, except for the support 
of educational, penal, and charitable institutions, pay- 
ment of the state debt and interest thereon is not to 
exceed 4 mills. 

The constitution provides that for the first two years 
after the same goes into effect the total annual tax 
levy for state purposes exclusive of necessary levies for 
the state debt shall not exceed 12 mills; and thereafter 
it shall not exceed 10 mills. 

A tax of ^ mill is levied to create a fund to be known as the "New 
Mexican mounted police fund." 

The sheep sanitary board may levy a special tax upon the assessed 
value of all sheep in the state. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurer, who is 
ex officio tax collector. The collector is required to 
visit each precinct and give notice to aU persons to call 
and pay their taxes. Payment may be made in two 
installments, the first between August 1 and January 1 
and the second within six months. On the 1st of De- 
cember in each year half of the unpaid taxes become 
delinquent and on the 1st of June the remaining half, 
from which dates 1 per cent is added as a penalty and 
4 per cent additional at the end of a month. Delin- 
quent taxes are to be collected by distraint and sale of 
personal property, and 10 per cent is added as com- 
pensation to the collector. Real estate is subject to 
sale on July 1. Taxes are a lien from the date of the 
levy thereof. 

Delinquent taxes accruing prior to 1911 are to be distributed as 
follows: That portion of said taxes levied for state purposes to be 
paid into the state treasury and by said oflacial covered into the state 
road fund; all the remainder of said taxes to be covered into the 
county road fund and county school fund; the apportionment 
between county road fund and county school ftmd to be made in 
the discretion of the county commissioners. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

A poll tax of $1 is levied upon all able-bodied male 
persons over the age of 21 years for school purposes. 
All poU taxes are to be paid to the county treasurer for 



the use of the respective school districts in which the 
same are collected. Exempt are active members of 
fire companies. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Corporations are in general taxed under the general 
property tax. 

Car companies operating palace, drawing room, dining, or sleeping 
cars are to pay |1.50 upon each $100 of the value of the cars used in 
this state fixed on the unit basis. Each standard car is valued at 
$5,000 and each tourist car at $1,500. One-half goes to the state 
treasury and one-half is apportioned to the counties according to 
mileage. 

Express companies are to pay $2 on each $100 of gross receipts 
on the business in the state. One-half is distributed to the counties 
according to business done therein. 

The Santa Fe Railroad Co., under act of Congress of June 27, 
1902, pays to the collector of the counties of Bernalillo, Valencia, 
and McKinley, respectively, an annual tax at the rate of $175 per 
mile for each mile of main track in said counties, this tax being in 
lieu of all other, excepting that on the land grant and the shops 
and land, etc., at Albuquerque. 

Insurance companies are taxed 2 per cent on the gross amount 
of premiums received, less returned premiums. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

A number of licenses or occupation taxes provided 
for by statute, are required to be paid direct to the 
county treasurer to be used for schools and general 
county purposes. Such hcenses are treated as county 
revenues. Other business taxes and licenses imposed 
by the state and used for state purposes are : 

Automobiles, $10; embalmere, $25; renewal of registration, $2. 

Hunter's license. — Each giiide, $5; each big game license, resi- 
dent, $1; each bird license, resident, $1; each big game and bird 
license, nonresident, $10; each big game and bird license, resident, 
alien, $10; each big game and bird license, nonresident, alien, $10; 
each general big game and bird license, resident, $1.50; storage or 
transportation permit (each), $1; each permit to keep game in 
captivity, $1; each permit to ship fish out of state, $1 for each lot; 
to ship deer out of the state (each), $2; for duplicate license or per- 
mit, $1; nonresidents over 12 years of age, to fish, $1; all non- 
residents not aliens, who pay taxes in the state amounting to not 
less than $100 annually, are entitled to resident licenses upon the 
payment of same fees as required of residents. 

License to sell liquor on trains, $200, to be paid into the state- 
school fund. 

Corporation charters, railroads, 10 cents for each $1,000 of capi- 
talization and same for each subsequent increase of capital, in no- 
case less than $25; amendments, other than increase of capital, 
$10; filing certificate of business and agent, $5; filing other in- 
struments or documents, $1. Corporations for mining, manu- 
facturing, industrial, and other purposes — certificate of incor- 
poration, 10 cents for each $1,000 of capital, in no case less than 
$25; increase of capital stock, 10 cents per $1,000 of total increase, 
but in no case less than $20; consolidating and merger, same as 
for increase of capital; extension or renewal of corporate existence, 
same as for original certificate of organization; dissolution, change 
of name, change of nature of business, amendment (no increase of 
capital stock), decrease of capital stock, increase or decrease of par 
value or number of shares, $20; change of location, $5; filing list of 
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officers and directors, $1; all other certificates, $5; a fee of $5 is 
paid by religious or charitable associations or educational associa- 
tions having no capital stock. 

Certified copies of laws, certificates, appointments, bonds, and 
other instruments of public record in office of secretary of state, $1 
for each certificate of comparison, and 15 cents for each folio of 
100 words for copying plain written matter, and 75 cents for each 
legal size page of tabulated matter; furnishing plain copies of cer- 
tain classes of records, etc., 50 cents per hour for copying, and 75 
cents per hour for copying tabulated matter; certifying to officially 
printed copy of session, compiled, or revised statutes of the state, $5; 
in pamphlet form, $2 for the first 100 pages and ?1 for each addi- 
tional 100 pages; certified 'copy of election registration books, |1, 
and 20 cents per page of registered names; poll books, certifying 
notary public, $1; transferring authority of notary public from one 
county to another, $1; issuing duplicate commissions to notaries 
public, $1; recording all official and bank depository bonds, where 
the contents do not exceed 15 folios of 100 words each, 52.50, and 
15 cents for each additional folio of 100 words over 15 folios; for 
filing all oaths of office, $1; administering oath and affixing seal, 50 
cents; recording and indexing all other papers than official bonds, 
25 cents for the first folio of 100 words, and 15 cents for each addi- 
tional folio ; filing requisition papers, issuing mandates and appoint- 
ments, |3; searching records, etc., 50 cents per hour; comparing a 
copy of any law, etc., 5 cents for each folio of 100 words; certificate 
and seal, $1; commission to commissioner of deeds, |5; certificate 
to General Land Office, Washington, D. C, $1; filing emblem of 
political party, $1; certifying to appointment, etc., of county, dis- 
trict, or state officer, $1; for other certificates, $1. Pharmacists — 
examination and registration, $10; certificate, $3. Physicians — 
examination and certificate, $25. Dentists — certificate, $5; exam- 
ination and certificate, $25. Board of bar examiners — examina- 
tion, $15. Board of osteopathy — certificate to practice, $25; reg- 
istering certificate in county where practicing, $1.50. Board of 
optometry — examination, $10; certificate, $5; registering certifi- 
cate in county where practicing, 50 cents; removing to another 
county, $1 to board; certifying to registration by county clerk, $1; 
annual renewal fee not to exceed $2. (Funds for use of the board.) 

Fee for issuing automobile license, $1; annual renewal, 50 cents. 
The fees are payable to the secretary of state. 

Game and fish preserves. — Each permit to capture, $1; each 
quadruped park (2 year license), $15, and each renewal of same, 
$10; each park (10 year license), $50, and renewal of same, $25; one 
lake (2 year license), $10, and renewal of same, $8; each addi- 
tional lake (2 year license), $5, and renewal of same, $3; one lake 
for 10 years, $25, renewal, $15; each additional lake, 10 years, 
$25, each renewal, $5; certificate, $1. 

Banks, building and loan associations, and trust companies pay 
annually the following fees for examination: Capital stock, not 
more than $50,000, $25; over $50,000, $50. 

The territorial (state) engineer collects fees ranging from 50 cents 
to $50 for services in connection with the use and distribution of the 
water of the state, and construction and inspection of irrigation 
work, proceeds to be applied to the hydrographic survey fund. 

The Cary Act land board collects the following fees: For filing 
application, $1; for making certified copies, same fees as charged by 
secretary of state. Settlers on desert land pay a fee of $2 to officer 
taking proof of claim, to determine right to benefits of irrigation 
works; funds go to state treasury. 

Sheep inspectors to be paid 3 cents per head tor examination; 
for sheep being shipped or driven out of the state, 5 cents per head, 
and 1 cent per head to certify as to sanitary condition of each sheep ; 
sheep being shipped or driven into the state for purpose of grazing, 
5 cents per head.' Funds for benefit of sheep sanitary board. 

Inspectors of cattle hides, 10 cents each. Funds paid to cattle 
sanitary board. The cattle sanitary board collects a fee of 25 cents 
for rerecording brands. 

Trust companies pay to the auditor of state for filing annual report 
$5, and for examination, $50. 



Insurance companies pay for filing articles of incorporation, $50; 
power of attorney, $50; copy of charter or deed of settlement, $50; 
annual statement, $20; certificate of authority, $2; certificate of 
authority for agent, $2; copy of any paper, per folio, 20 cents; 
for affixing seal, $1; fraternal, religious, or benevolent society pays 
$5 for filing annual statement. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in New Mexico. 
County Keveniies. 
a. general peopeety taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for counties as for 
the state. 

2. Rate— 

The boards of county commissioners of the various 
counties are authorized to levyfor current expenses an 
annual tax of not to exceed 5 miUs on the dollar upon 
the assessed value of all taxable property in the 
county. Additional levies for numerous special pur- 
poses are also authorized. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every able-bodied man between the ages of 21 and 
60 years pays to the county road board a road tax of 
$3, or in lieu, labor on public roads three days, except 
that active members of fire companies are exempt. 

Counties collect and disburse the general state poll 
tax for schools. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

One-half of the state tax upon car companies is 
apportioned to the counties according to mileage, 
and one-half of the tax on the gross receipts of express 
companies is distributed to the coimties according to 
business done therein. 

The Santa Fe Eailroad Co. pays to the counties 
of Bernalillo, Valencia, and McKinley an annual tax 
of $175 per mile of main track in said counties in lieu 
of all other taxes except the taxes on the land grant 
and shops and land at Albuquerque. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

One-half of the tax on occupations provided for by 
statute is paid into the general current expense fund 
of the county, and one-half into the county school 
fund; also the proceeds of all licenses on the retail 
traffic in malt, vinous, or distilled liquors go into the 
county school fund. 

Itinerant vendors of drugs, etc., $100 annually. 

Itinerant vendors pay following fees to procure license from the 
county clerk: Traveling on foot, with one horse, $250 per annum; 
two horses, $800; traveling on bicycle, $100; traveling in any other 
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m anner, $350; doing business in any building, tent, etc., for each 
8uch place, $250 . The revenue thus derived is to be divided equally 
between the general county fund and the school fund in the respec- 
tive counties where collected. 

Peddling beef, $250. This fund is to be paid into the "wild 
animal bounty fund " of the county. 

Dealers in merchandise, other than liquors, annual sales not 
exceeding $10,000, pay license tax of $10 per annum; $10,000 to 
$20,000, $20; $20,000 to $50,000, $50; $50,000 to $75,000, $75; $75,000 
to $100,000, $100; over $100,000, $150. Real estate agents, $10; 
hotels and restaurants— receipts $1,000 to $2,000, $20; receipts 
$2,000 to $5,000, $40; receipts over $5,000, $60. Livery and feed 
stables and stage lines, $10; pawnbrokers, $250; theaters and public 
halls— capacity 300 persons, $10; capacity over 300 persons, $25. 
License taxes, one-half of which are for state and one-half for county 
purposes, are levied as follows upon liquors: Wholesale liquor 
dealers, $100; brewers, $60; distillers, $200. Retail liquor dealers— 
to be paid into the county school fund; cities, towns, or precincts of 
500 inhabitants or less, $100; 500 to 1,000, $200; 1,000 or over, $400. 
Municipalities may impose additional licenses. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equahzation are the same as for county 
and state taxation. 

2. Rate- 
Not more than 1 per cent ad valorem is to be levied 

by any municipality for general purposes. Additional 
levies for special purposes, however, are authorized 
from time to time. In towns the tax is limited to one- 
half of 1 per cent for general purposes with the same 
provision for levies for special purposes. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Each able-bodied male citizen between 21 and 60 
years of age may be required to pay a poll tax of $1, or 
to do a certain amount of labor in lieu thereof. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council or town board of trustees fixes the 
amount of licenses on sale of liquors and on peddlers, 
pawnbrokers, ordinaries, cabmen, amusements and 
games, toll bridges and ferries, and various similar 
lines of business. The occupation taxes, other than 
liquor licenses, are collected by the city treasurer, of 
and for the incorporated city where such occupation is 
conducted. 

Every incorporated city, town, or village collects a tax of 51 per 
annum on each male dog, and $2 on each female dog, for municipal 
purposes. 

42649°— 14 11 



School Revenues. 

The public schools are maintained by revenues from 
the following sources : Local taxation of property, lease 
of common school lands, lease of forest reserve and 
the sale of timber from the same, poll taxes, liquor 
licenses, other licenses, fines, escheats, and miscella- 
neous receipts. 

In the taxation of property the boards of county 
commissioners are required to levy and collect annu- 
ally a tax of one-haK of 1 mill on the $1 of tax- 
able property, the proceeds to be paid to the state 
treasurer to be added to the current school fund, one- 
half of which constitutes a reserve fund for the purpose 
of maintaining schools for a period of five months. 
The superintendent of public instruction, from a state- 
ment of the funds made by the treasurer, apportions 
the current school moneys to the counties according to 
the number of children of school age in each county. 
The reserve fund is distributed among the school dis- 
tricts in which the income from the special tax of 15 
mills plus the regular apportionment from the county 
general fund are not sufficient to maintain the school 
for a period of five months. 

To further provide funds for schools, county com- 
missioners annually levy a tax of 3 mills on the doUar 
to be placed to the credit of this fund. An additional 
levy, to be known as the "county high school levy, " 
not to exceed 2 miUs, may be levied in counties having 
a population of 5,000 or more. (In 1913 this was 
amended to include all counties.) 

Special school tax not to exceed 15 mills, in districts 
other than incorporated cities, towns, and villages, 
and 20 mills in such cities, towns, and villages may be 
levied by the county commissioners and paid to the 
treasurer of the board of education, for the purpose 
of purchasing and repairing schoolhouses. 

Under the acts of Congress of Jime 21, 1898, and 
June 20, 1910, about 9,627,814 acres of pubhc land 
have been granted to New Mexico for educational pur- 
poses, and of this about 8,464,000 acres go to the com- 
mon schools for maintenance and new buildings. Five 
per cent of the money derived from the sale of public 
land within the limits of New Mexico is also given for 
the support of the pubhc schools. It is expected that 
within a few years the pubhc schools will be self-sup- 
porting through the leasing and sale of school lands, so 
that it will not be necessary to levy any tax for school 
purposes. 

legislation AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Property to the value of $200 to each head of a family and the 
property of county fair associations was exempted from taxation. 

Boards of county commissioners and the councils or other govern- 
ing bodies of incorporated cities, towns, and villages are authorized 
to levy and collect a tax not to exceed one-half of 1 miU, for the 
care and maintenance of sick and indigent persons. 
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Upon petition of taxpayers, the board of county commissioners 
may levy a tax for county bridge purposes aa follows: In counties of 
class A, $25,000; counties of class B, $10,000; counties of class C, 
$3,500; the classes are di^dded according to valuation of assessed 
property, ranging from $2,000,000 or less in class C to counties where 
the assessed value is from $2,000,000 to $4,000,000, class B, and 
over $4,000,000, class A. 

Beginning in 1915 the county conunissioners are authorized to levy 
a tax, not to exceed 1 mill, in aid of public health. 

To provide for display of the products of the state at the Panama- 
California International Exposition, the auditor of state is authorized 
to make the necessary levy of tax for the years 1913 and 1914. 



The date for listing of property was changed from March 1 to 
January 1 of each year. 

The state board of equalization ascertains the true value of aU. 
property belonging to railroad, express, sleeping car, telegraph, tele- 
phone, or other transportation or transmission companies, used in 
operation of same, national and state banks and trust companies, 
and ascertains the true value of range cattle, horses, sheep and goats, 
and other live stock. When the true value is determined the board 
fixes a valuation for taxation purposes of 33J per cent of the true 
value, which valuation is final and binding. The boards of county 
commissioners proceed in the same manner to ascertain the taxable 
value of all other property. 



NEW YORK. 



New York has developed a system of state taxation 
by whicli the state government depends less on the 
general property tax for state revenues than on taxes 
derived from other less direct sources. The largest 
single item in the state revenues is the inheritance tax. 
Other important sources of state revenue are the Uquor 
licenses, the series of general and special corporation 
taxes, and a nimiber of miscellaneous items, largest 
among which are the stock transfers (stamp tax), 
secured debt tax, mortgage tax, and motor vehicles tax. 

The general property tax, used mainly for covmty 
and municipal purposes, presents marked pectdiarities : 
First, there is no "hsting system" — that is, the tax- 
payer is not ordinarily required to render a statement 
enumerating his property. Corporations, however, 
unlike individuals, are reqtdred to render such state- 
ments. Second, the nale that personalty follows the 
situs of its owner is carried to a far greater extent 
than is usual in other states. Third, each taxpayer is 
allowed to deduct his debts from the entire valuation of 
his personal property instead of from his credits only, 
as is usual elsewhere. Fourth (and this is a conse- 
quence of the third), "special franchises," by which 
is meant mainly the right to use the pubhc streets on, 
over, or under the ground, are classed for purposes of 
taxation as real estate. This prevents corporations 
owning such franchises from deducting their entire 
bond issues, whicih. often amount to more than the 
value of the personalty, and thus escaping taxation 
entirely. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

The constitution of the state of New York contains 
no provisions specifically relating to the revenue 
system, but by an amendment adopted in 1901 the 
legislature was forbidden to pass any private or local 
law exempting persons or associations from taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The ofHcers most directly concerned with taxation 

are: 

a. Town — 

(1) Town assessors, three in each town, two for a term of four 
years and one for a term of two years, elected biennially. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Consolidated Laws of the State of New York, 1909 and 1910. 
Session Laws, 1910, 1911, and 1913. 
Report of the State Board of Tax Commissioners for 1912. 



In villages the trustees may act as assessors, or they may appoint 
some of their own members to act as a committee for that purpose. 
The voters may at the annual election adopt a proposition for the 
election of separate assessors. The trustees in first and second class 
villages may by resolution direct that three assessors be elected for 
terms of one, two, and three years. At each annual election there- 
after one assessor shall be elected for a term of three years. 

(2) The tax collectors, one in each town, elected biennially. 
6. City— 

(3) In cities of the second class (50,000 to 175,000 inhabitants), 
four assessors, elected for a full term of four years, two at eack 
biennial election. 

(4) In cities of the second class, a board of estimate and appor- 
tionment, composed of the mayor, comptroller, corporation counsel, 
president of the common council, and city ei^neer, which assists 
the council in preparing the tax levy. 

(5) In New York City, a board of taxes and assessments, composed 
of a president and 6 other persons appointed by the mayor as com- 
missioners. They appoint deputies not to exceed 40 in mmaber. 

(6) In New York City, a receiver of taxes, who is head of the 
bureau for the collection of taxes. 

(7) In New York City, a board of estimate and apportionment, 
composed of the mayor, comptroller, president of the board of alder- 
men, and the presidents of the boroughs of Manhattan, The Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Queens, and Richmond, which prepares the budget. 

c. County — 

(8) The county boards of supervisors, who act as county boards 
of equalization. 

d. State — 

(9) The state board of tax commissioners, composed of three 
members, appointed by the governor, to hold office for a term erf 
three years, one member retiring each year. 

(10) The state board of equalization, composed of the commie- 
sioners of the land office and the commissioners of taxes. 

(11) State comptroller and state treasurer, elected for terms of two 
years. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

This tax is used primarily for county and local pur- 
poses. It is, however, an important source of state 
revenue and therefore included and described here. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real prop- 
erty within this state, and aU person^^l property situ- 
ated or owned within this state, is taxable, unless 
exempt by law. 

(1) Real estate includes land and all buildings and structures 
affixed thereto; wharves and piers and the rights connected tliere- 
with; bridges, telegraph lines, wires, poles, and appurtenances; all 
supports and inclosures for electrical conductors; all surface, under- 
ground, or elevated railroads; the value of all franchises, rights, or 
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permisaion to construct, maintain, or operate the same; all railroad 
Btructures; branches, etc., on public roadsorgrounds; mains, pipes, 
or tanks for conducting steam, heat, water, oil, electricity, or any 
property or substance, including the value of all franchises, rights, 
authority, or permission to construct, maintain, or operate the same 
in, under, above, upon, or through any streets; all trees and under- 
wood growing upon land, and all mines, minerals, quarries, and 
fossils in and under the same. A franchise, right, authority, or 
permission specified in this subdivision shall for the purpose of taxa- 
tion be known as a "special franchise." A special franchise shall 
be deemed to include the value of the tangible property of a person, 
copartnership, association, or corporation situated in, upon, under, 
or above any street, highway, public place, or public waters in 
connection with the special franchise. The tangible property so 
included shall be taxed as part of the special franchise. 

The term "special franchise" shall not be deemed to include 
the crossing of a street, highway, or public place outside the limits 
of a city or incorporated village where such crossing is less than 250 
feet in length, unless such crossing be the continuance of an occu- 
pancy of another street, highway, or public place. This subdivision 
does not apply to an elevated railroad. 

(2) Personal property includes chattels, money, things in action, 
debts due from solvent debtors, whether on account, contract, 
note, bond, or mortgage; debts and obligations for the payment 
of money due or owing to persons residing within the state, 
however secured or wherever such securities shall be held; debts 
due by inhabitants of this state to persons not residing within the 
United States for the purchase of any real estate; public stocks, 
stocks in moneyed corporations, and such portion of the capital of 
incorporated companies, liable to taxation on their capital, as shall 
not be invested in real estate. Mortgages are not taxable as prop- 
erty, but are subject to the mortgage recording tax. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation, in addition to all public property, 
are: The lands of any Indian reservation; all property exempt by 
law from execution other than an exempt homestead; real property 
purchased with the proceeds of a pension received from the United 
States government; certain bonds of the state and all refunding 
bonds of municipal corporations; property of a municipal corpora- 
tion outside its corporate limits is not exempt; the real property of a 
corporation or association organized exclusively for the moral or 
mental improvement of men or women, or for religious, Bible, tract, 
charitable, benevolent, missionary, hospital, infirmary, educational, 
scientific, literary, library, patriotic, historical, or cemetery pur- 
poses, or for the enforcement of laws relating to children or animals; 
real property of volunteer fire departments not exceeding 115,000; 
parsonages up to $2,000; real property of a fraternal association if the 
net income is used for the free education or relief of members or their 
families; real property of agricultural societies permanently used 
for exhibition grounds; real and personal property of minis ters and 
priests to $1,500; vessels engaged in ocean commerce and the com- 
panies owning them until 1923; certain property of nomresidents; 
and deposits in savings banks. 

Moneys collected by insurance companies used for the payment 
of assessments, or for death losses, or for benefits to disabled members; 
owners and holders of stock in an incorporated company liable to 
taxation on its capital, are not taxed as individuals for such stock; 
personal property in excess of $100,000 of a mutual life insurance 
company incorporated in the state before 1849; real property 
from which no income is derived and personal property situated 
in first-class cities and belonging to a medical society of any county 
within such city, which society was incorporated under chapter 94, 
Laws 1813, exemption for any society not to exceed $150,000 in 
Kino's and New York counties or $50,000 in any other county, 
and real property from which no rent is derived and personal 
property, situated within any city of the first class and belong- 
ing to an incorporated pharmaceutical society which has been 
or may be authorized by act of the legislature to estabUsh a college 
of pharmacy in such city, not exceeding $100,000 in the counties of 
Kings and New York, and $50,000 in other counties; the real and 



personal property of an academy of music which was purchased with 
the proceeds of general or popular subscription, when it appears that 
such association has not earned a net annual income; household 
furniture and personal effects to the value of $1,000; land containing 
from 1 to 100 acres planted with trees for forestry. 

6. Assessment. — There is in general but one assess- 
ment roll for state, county, and local purposes. This 
is made up in the first instance by the local assessors. 

The assessment is generally made between the 1st of 
May and the 1st of July. In towns having an incor- 
porated village with more than 10,000 population 
assessors may have from April 15 to July 1. The 
town board may fix an earlier date if they determine 
that a longer time is required for the assessors to do 
their work, which may be at a time after the 1st day 
of January. The assessment of banks is made on the 
basis of reports which show their condition on June 1 . 

Corporations are required to render reports in detail 
on or before June 15. 

Property is to be assessed at its full value. What 
this value is has not been defined by statute, but the 
courts have held it to be the "amount of money 
the property would sell for at a fair, free, and well- 
advertised sale." 

Debts owing may be deducted from the full value of the personal 
property owned. 

Real estate is assessed in the tax district in which it is situated, 
and personal property, with few exceptions, at the place of residence 
of the owners; one exception is the personal property of nonresidents 
having an actual situs in the state is assessed and taxed where sit- 
uated, unless exempt by law. 

In general, corporations are assessed upon their capital "existing 
in money or property, " and the shareholders are not assessable upon 
their interest. 

State and national banks pay a tax of 1 per cent on the capital, 
surplus, and undivided profits without deduction for debt or for 
funds invested in real property. 

The value of "special franchises" subject to assessment in cities, 
towns, and villages is annually fixed and determined and after- 
wards equahzed with the assessment of other real property in the 
same locality by the state board of tax commissioners. This assess- 
ment is the basis for state, county, and local taxation for the ensuing 
year. 

The assessment of raihoad, telegraph, telephone, or pipe-line com- 
panies made by the assessors, also all special franchise assessments 
as equalized are apportioned by the assessors among the school and 
other taxing districts. 

c. Equalization. — The assessment roll is completed 
by the assessors on or before the 1st day of August; it 
may be seen and examined by any person until the 
third Tuesday in August, when all complainants may 
appear before the assessors who sit as a board of review, 
and if, after taking testimony under oath, the assessors 
are satisfied that a change should be made, they may 
change any assessment. 

In cities the assessment roll when completed is filed 
on or before the 1st day of September in the office of 
the city clerk, to remain for 15 days for inspection. 

The board of supervisors of each county equalizes 
the assessment of real estate between the different tax 
districts within the county, but may not change the 
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aggregate valuations of the county. In regard to per- 
sonal property it has the power only to correct illegal 
or erroneous assessments. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the assess- 
ment of real estate as between counties, but may not 
reduce the aggregate valuation of all counties. This 
equalization by the state board affects the apportion- 
ment of the state taxes only, as the levy is made by 
the supervisors on the valuations as equahzed by the 
coimty board. 

Any supervisor may appeal from the action of the 
board of supervisors in regard to his district to the state 
board of tax commissioners. 

There is no provision for the equalization of the 
assessment of personal property. 

2. Rate— 

The amount of state taxes to be raised is appor- 
tioned among the counties by the comptroller on the 
basis of the assessment as equalized by the state board 
of equalization. The rate is expressed in mills on 
the dollar. The amount required from each county, 
as determined by state equaUzation, is levied, together 
with the local taxes, by the supervisors upon the 
assessments as equalized by them. 

3 . Collection — 

State and all other taxes on individuals and banks 
are collected by the local tax collectors. Those on 
individuals are a lien on the real and personal property 
of the taxpayer; and those on bank stocks, on the 
dividends and shares. 

Railroad, telegraph, telephone, and electric light or gas companies 
may, within 30 days, pay their taxes with 1 per cent fees to the 
county treasurers. If not so paid, they are collected by the tax col- 
lector. Unpaid taxes may be collected by seizure and sale. There 
are elaborate provisions for the collection of taxes from nonresidents. 

The tax collector is entitled to receive as fees for collection 2 per 
cent of all taxes collected within 30 days of notice that he has 
received the roll (which must be on or before December 20) if the 
aggregate amount shall not exceed $2,000; otherwise, 1 per cent in 
addition. On all taxes collected after the expiration of 30 days 
he is entitled to receive an additional 5 per cent, which is the delin- 
quency penalty. He also receives 2 per cent as fees for all taxes 
returned to the county treasurer as unpaid. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no poll tax for state purposes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

(Known as the transfer tax.) 
'A- tax is imposed upon the transfer of tangible prop- 
erty within the state and of intangible property, or of 
any interest therein or income therefrom, to persons 
in the following cases: 

(1) Transfer by will or intestate laws of this state, of property 
within the state, from person dying seized thereof while a resident of 
this state. 

(2) Transfer of property within the state and decedent was a non- 
resident of the state at the time of his death. 

(3) Property of a resident decedent, or of a nonresident decedent 
within the state, transferred by will, if not specifically devised, 



shall be deemed to be transferred proportionately to all legatees 
named in will. 

(4) Transfer of property within the state made by a resident, or of 
tangible property within the state made by a nonresident, by deed, 
grant, bargain, sale, or gift, made in contemplation of death of 
grantor, intended to take effect after such death. 

(5) When person becomes entitled to property by any such trans- 
fer made before or after the passage of this chapter. 

(6) When any person shall exercise a power of appointment, 
derived from disposition of property made before or after the passage 
of this chapter, such appointment shall be deemed a transfer taxable 
in the same manner as though the property belonged to donee of such 
power. 

(7) Tax imposed hereby shall be upon the clear market value. 
Exemptions. — Any property devised or bequeathed for religious 

ceremonies for the deceased donor, or to any person who is a bishop, 
or to any religious, educational, charitable, missionary, benevolent, ■ 
hospital, or inflrmary corporation, for Bible or tract purposes, and 
to corporations organized for the enforcement of laws relating to 
children or animals, shall be exempt. There shall also be exempted 
personal property other than money or securities bequeathed to a 
corporation or association organized for the moral or mental im- 
provement of men or women or for scientific, literary, library, pa- 
triotic, cemetery, or historical purposes, except where officers or 
members thereof shall receive any pecuniary profit from the opera- 
tions thereof. 

Rate of tax: 

(1) Property in excess of $5,000 to father, mother, husband, wife, 
cluld, brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a 
daughter, or child adopted as such, of the decedent, or vendor or to 
any child to whom such decedent or vendor for not less than 10 years 
prior to such transfer stood in relation of parent, provided such rela- 
tionship began before child's fifteenth birthday and was continuous 
for said 10 years thereafter, or to any lineal descendant of such dece- 
dent or vendor born in lawful wedlock; the tax on such transfer 
shall be at the rate of: Exceeding ?5,000 to $50,000, 1 per cent; 
$50,000 to $250,000, 2 per cent; $250,000 to §1,000,000, 3 per cent; 
in excess of $1,000,000, 4 per cent. 

(2) Upon a transfer of property of an amount in excess of $1,000 to 
any person other than those enumerated in paragraph 1 (under rate 
of tax) the tax shall be at the rate of: Exceeding $1,000 to $50,000, 
5 per cent; $50,000 to $250,000, 6 per cent; $250,000 to $1,000,000, 7 
per cent; in excess of $1,000,000, 8 per cent. 

If the tax is paid within 6 months, a discount of 
5 per cent is allowed; if not paid within 18 months, 
interest at the rate of 10 per cent is charged. 

Salaried appraisers are appointed in certain coun- 
ties to assist in the collection of the tax, which is pay- 
able to either the county treasurers or the state comp- 
troller. In counties where there are no such appraisers 
the county treasurer receives 5 per cent of the first 
$50,000 collected, 2\ per cent of the next $50,000, and 
1 per cent of additional sums. 

The proceeds of this tax are paid into the state 
treasury and are not, as such, apportioned to the minor 
divisions. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The prmcipal corporation taxes in New York are a 
franchise tax applying to all classes of corporations, 
an "organization tax" on domestic corporations, and 
a corresponding "license tax" on foreign corporations. 
The two latter are treated under "Business taxes, 
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licenses, and fees" because of their close analogy to 
the fees charged for incorporation in other states. 
The franchise taxes should not be confused with the 
taxation of "special franchises" or the privilege to go 
on, over, or under the public streets, which are taxed 
as real estate under the general property taxes. 

Franchise taxes on corporations in general. — This tax 
is briefly described as follows: For the privilege of 
doing business or exercising its corporate franchises, 
every corporation, joint-stock company, or associa- 
tion, doing business in the state, except insurance 
companies and certain other corporations mentioned 
below, is required to pay on the amount of its capital 
stock employed within the state (determined by taking 
such portion of the total capital stock as the gross 
assets employed in any business within the state bears 
to the gross assets wherever employed) the following 
tax: 

1. If the dividends upon the capital stock amount to 6 per cent 
or more than 6 per cent, the tax is at the rate of one-fourth of 1 mill 
for each 1 per cent of the dividends paid or declared upon such 
stock. 

2. If such dividend or dividends amount to less than 6 per cent 
of the par value of the capital stock, and the assets do not exceed 
the liabilities, exclusive of capital stock, or the average price at 
which such stock sold during said year did not equal or exceed its 
par value, or if no dividend was declared, the rate is three-fourths 
of 1 mill on each dollar. 

3. If such dividend or dividends amount to less than 6 per cent 
of the par value of the capital stock, and the assets exceed the 
liabilities exclusive of the capital stock by an amount equal to or 
greater than the par value of the capital stock, or if the average 
price at which such stock sold during said year is equal to or greater 
than the par value, the rate is IJ mills on each dollar of the valua- 
tion of the capital stock; such valuation must not be less than the 
par value of such stock, the difference between the assets and lia- 
bilities exclusive of the capital stock, or the average price at which 
sucb stock sold during said year. 

4. If such corporation or company has more than one kind of 
capital stock, and upon one of such kinds of stock a dividend 
amounting to 6 per cent or more has been declared, and upon the 
other no dividend has been declared, or the dividend amounts to 
less than 6 per cent, the rate is fixed at one-foiirth of 1 mill for each 
1 per cent of the dividends declared on the capital stock upon 
which the dividends amounted to 6 per cent or more. In addition, 
a tax is charged upon the capital stock upon which was declared a 
dividend of less than 6 per cent as described in paragraph 3 
preceding. 

5. All corporations not covered by the provisions of paragraphs 
1 to 4 are required to pay a tax not less than would be produced by 
an assessment of li mills on each dollar of the actual value of its 
capital stock or 1| mills upon each dollar of such capital stock at 
the average price at which said stock sold diiring the year. 

Banks, savings banks, institutions for savings; title guaranty, 
insurance, or surety companies; trust companies organized under 
the laws of New York; laundering corporations, manufacturing cor- 
porations to the extent only of the capital actually employed in the 
state in manufacturing and in the sale of the product of such manu- 
facturing, mining corporations wholly engaged in mining ores within 
the state, agricultural and horticultural societies; companies oper- 
ating elevated or surface railroads not operated by steam or formed 
for supplying water or gas for electric or steam heating, lighting, or 
power purposes are exempt from this tax, but to gain such exemp- 
tion each laundering, manufacturing, and mining company must 
have at least 40 per cent of its capital invested in the state, and used 



by it in its laundering, manufacturing, or mining business in the 
state. 

An "additional franchise tax " is levied upon corporations formed 
for steam surface railroad, canal, steamboat, ferry, express, navi- 
gation, pipe-line, tran.sfer, baggage express, telegraph, telephone, 
palace car, or sleeping car purposes, and all other transportation 
companies not liable to the taxes described in the two following 
paragraphs. The rate per annum is five-tenths of 1 per cent of the 
gross earnings in the state, which includes gross earnings from 
its business originating and terminating within the state, but not 
earnings derived from business of an interstate character. 

Elevated railroads or surface roads not operated by steam pay 1 
per cent of gross earnings and 3 per cent on dividends in excess of 4 
per cent upon actual amount of paid-up capital employed by such 
corporations or company. Any such railroad corporation whose 
property is leased to another railroad corporation is only required 
to pay a tax of 3 per cent upon the dividends paid in excess of 4 per 
cent upon the amount of its capital stock. 

Waterworks, gas, electric, or steam heating, lighting, and power 
companies pay five-tenths of 1 per cent of gross earnings and 3 per 
cent of dividends in excess of 4 per cent. 

Franchise tax on insurance corporations. — ^An annual 
state tax for the privilege of exercising corporate fran- 
chises or for carrying on business within the state equal 
to 1 per cent on the gross premiums received during 
the preceding calendar year for business done at any 
time in the state, which gross amount includes all 
premiums received during such year, whether such 
premiums were in the form of money, notes, credits, 
or any other substitute for money, is paid annually 
into the treasury of the state on or before June 1 by 
the following corporations: 

(1) Every domestic insurance corporation incorporated by or 
pursuant to a general or special law. 

(2) Every insurance corporation organized by or pursuant to the 
laws of any other state of the United States and doing business in 
the state, except fire and marine insurance business. 

(3) Every insurance corporation organized under the laws of any 
state without the United States, or of any foreign country, except 
life, health, or casualty insurance business, and doing business in 
this state; but the tax on gi-oss premiums of a corporation so incor- 
porated, organized, or formed and doing a fire or marine insm-ance 
business within the state shall be equal to five-tenths of 1 per cent. 

This section does not apply to a fraternal beneficiary society, 
order, or association, a corporation for the insurance of domestic 
animals, a town or county cooperative insurance corporation, nor to 
any corporation subject to the supervision of or required by or in 
pursuance of law to report to the superintendent of banks. 

Other franchise taxes. — ^Trust companies, domestic, pay an annual 
franchise tax equal to 1 per cent of the capital stock, surplus, and 
undivided profits. 

Savings banks, domestic, pay an annual tax for the privilege of 
exercising their corporate franchise equal to 1 per cent of the par 
value of their surplus and undivided earnings. 

Savings banks, trust companies, and insurance companies obtain 
a credit on their state franchise tax for an amount equal to 1 per 
cent on the par value of state bonds bearing interest at a rate not 
exceeding 3 per cent held by them. 

Foreign bankers pay 5 per cent on interest earned on money 
loaned in the state. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Liquor taxes . — Ti-afficking in liquors to be drunk on the premises — 
in cities, towns, etc., of 1,500,000 inhabitants or more, |1,200- 
500,000 to 1,500,000, $975; 50,000 to 500,000, $750; 10,000 to 50,000,' 
$525; 5,000 to 10,000, $450; 1,200 to 5,000, $300; in any other placed 
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$150. Trafficking in liquors not to be drunk on the premises — in 
cities, etc., of 1,500,000 inhabitants or more, $750; 500,000 to 
1,500,000, $600; 50,000 to 500,000, $450; 10,000 to 50,000, $300; 
5,000 to 10,000, $150; 1,200 to 5,000, $112.50; any other place, $75. 
Pharmacist for medical purposes only, $7.50. Car, steamboat, or 
vessel, $300. Persons, etc., holding license to sell liquors not to be 
drunk on the premises, for delivery wagons, each, $150. Alcohol, 
for industrial purposes— in cities, etc., of 1,500,000 inhabitants or 
more, $37.50; 500,000 to 1,500,000, $30; 50,000 to 500,000, $22.50; 
10,000 to 50,000, $15; in any other place, $7.50. Growers of fruits, 
etc., for right to sell liquors not to be drunk on the premises, $75. 
One-halt the revenue derived from the liquor tax is paid to the 
state, the other half to the municipality. 

Dealers in convict-made goods, $500. Peddlers on foot, $20; one 
horse, etc., $30; more than one horse, $50. In all cases $2 additional 
must be paid to the secretary of state. Private detectivjs, if one 
peiaon, $150; if a partnership or corporation, $200. This license is 
issued by the state comptroller and is for 5 years. 

Navigation. — The owner of a vessel shall pay fees for inspection 
and license as follows: Vessels under 10 tons burden, $5; over 10 and 
under 20 tons burden, $7.50; over 20 and under 50 tons burden, $10; 
over 50 and under 100 tons burden, $12.50; over 100 tons burden, 
$25. Each pilot, etc., licensed, pays $5 for original license and 
$3 for renewal. 

Motor vehicles. — ^The following fees are paid to the secretary 
of state upon the registration or reregistration of a motor vehicle: 
25 horsepower or less, $5; more than 25 horsepower and less than 
35 horsepower, $10; 35 horsepower and less than 50 horsepower, $15; 
50 horsepower or more, $25. Commercial motor vehicles pay $5. 
For motor vehicles, other than those used for commercial purposes, 
licensed for 4 separate years and for which there have been 
paid the annual registration fees herein provided during said period, 
the annual registration fee thereafter shall be one-half the amount. 
The fees imposed, other than those for manufacturers and dealers 
and those for commercial purposes, are in lieu of all taxes, 
general or local. 

A tax of 60 cents for each $100 or fraction thereof of the principal 
of a debt or obligation secured by mortgage of real estate situated 
within the state is imposed on all mortgages and is payable on the 
recording of the same. 

There is imposed on all transfers of shares of stock in any domestic 
or foreign corporation a tax of 2 cents on each $100 of the face value 
or fraction thereof. In cases where the shares are issued without 
designated money value the tax is 2 cents for each share. 

A tax of one-half of 1 par cent upon the face value of bonds, 
notes, or debts secured by mortgage on real property recorded in 
any state other than New York, and not recorded in the state of 
New York, and upon certain classes of unsecured debts. 

Every stock company when incorporated pays a so-called organi- 
zation tax of one-twentieth of 1 per cent of authorized capital stock, 
which is collected by the state treasiu:er. The same rate applies to 
every increase. In no case shall such tax be less than $5. 

Every foreign company, except banking corporations, certain 
insurance companies, and building and loan associations, entering 
the state pays a "license fee" of one-eighth of 1 per cent of capital 
stock employed by it in the state during its first year of business 
and upon any increase in subsequent years. 

Banks have to pay all the expenses of conducting the department 
of banking, which are apportioned among them as the superintend- 
ent deems just. 

The superintendent of insurance collects the following: For filing 
charter, $30, except corporations for the insurance of domestic ani- 
mals, cooperative and fraternal beneficiary corporations, in which 
case the fee is $10; annual statement, $20, except cooperative and 
domestic animal insurance companies in which case the fee is $1 
for each 100 members or fraction thereof, not to exceed $25; certifi- 
cates to agents, not over $5; copies of papers on file, 10 cents per 
folio; certifying same, $1; examination of companies, actual ex- 
penses, not to exceed $50. 



F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in New York. 

COUNTT KbVENUES. 
A. GENERAL PEOPEETT TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for the county as al- 
ready described for the state. 

2. Bate— 

The rate is determined and the tax levy made by the 
board of supervisors. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected with other taxes by the 
local tax collectors. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPOEATION 

TAXES. 

There is no county poU tax, and counties do not 
share in the inheritance tax nor in the special corpora- 
tion taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Dog licenses or taxes may be imposed by the county board of super- 
visors at rates to be fixed by them. They are collected by the tax 
collectors, being added to the assessment roll by the assessors. When 
not otherwise fixed, the rates are; For one bitch, per family, $3; 
each additional bitch, $5; for one dog other than bitch, 50 cents; 
each additional dog, $2. The tax collector retains 10 per cent as 
his fee. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. geneeal peopeett taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization have already been described under 
State revenues. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is limited to 2 per cent in certain cities by 
charter, in some it is limited by statute, and in others 
it is fixed by the various municipal authorities. In 
New York City it is fixed by the board of aldermen on 
certification from the board of estimates and appor- 
tionment; and in a similar manner, in cities of the 
second class. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected by the local collectors 
as described under State revenues, above. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Villages. — Unless a village decides not to impose a 
poll tax, all men between the ages of 21 and 70 years 
residing in the village are liable to an annual poll tax 
of $1, except firemen, honorably discharged soldiers 
and sailors who lost one arm or leg ia the service 
of the United States, clergymen and priests, paupers, 
idiots, and lunatics. All personal property is subject 
to levy and sale in the collection of a poll tax. 
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Towns. — The town board of any town may by reso- 
lution determine that no money shall be raised in 
such town for the ensuing year for the removal of 
obstructions in the highway caused by snow, and that 
such obstructions shall be removed by labor of per- 
sons and corporations liable to be assessed in such 
town for highway taxes. The town superintendent 
of a town in which the obstructions in the highways 
are caused by snow, annually makes an estimate, 
giving the probable number of days' labor needed 
during the following year for the removal of snow, 
and assesses one day's labor upon each male of the 
town above the age of 21 years, excepting honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors who lost an arm or leg 
in the service of the United States, members of any 
fire company, persons of 70 years of age or over, 
clergymen and priests, paupers, idiots, and lunatics. 
The balance of such estimated number of days is 
apportioned and assessed upon the general property 
of the town as the same appears by the last assess- 
ment roll. All assessments upon which parties iail 
to appear or commute are certified to the town board, 
and by such town board to the supervisors and high- 
way commission and are included in the next tax roll 
of the town and levied against the persons assessed at 
the rate of $1.50 per day as other taxes are levied. 
Nonresidents if called out and refuse to appear or to 
commute at $1 a day are charged by the town super- 
intendent $1.50 per day for each day required, and 
the same is assessed against the property of such 
person. 

C. THE INHEEITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax for cities and towns. 

D. CORPOEATION TAXES. 

The tax on shares of bank stock collected by the 
county treasurer is apportioned among the cities, 
towns, and school districts. The basis of apportion- 
ment is the number of shares owned by residents of 
the several civil divisions and the rates within such 
divisions. In some cities pubhc service corporations 



pay an annual rental for their franchises, and all 
municipalities levy on "special franchises" as on 
other property. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Pawnbrokers in cities having a population of 200,000 or more, 
$500 annually. Cities get one-halt ot the liquor licenses (see 
State license). Towns may Ucense peddlers and fix rates. Dog 
licenses — in second and third class cities, $1. 

Villages may license carriages, cabs, etc., auctioneering, hawking, 
peddling, retail business from canal boats, circuses, theaters, or 
other exhibitions, billiard saloons, bowling alleys, etc., and public 
halls and opera houses. 

The board of aldermen of New York City may license and tax 
carts, hacks, cabs, expressmen, etc., car drivers, boatmen, boot- 
blacks, pawnbrokers, junk dealers, keepers of intelligence offices, 
dealers in secondhand articles, hawkers, peddlers, vendors, scalp- 
ers in coal freights, menageries, circuses, shows, bone boiling, fat 
rendering, etc., and dogs. In New York City these licenses are an- 
nual: For each public cart or truck, $2; public hack coach, %Z; pub- 
lic hack cab, $2; special hack coach, $5; special hack cab, 13; ex- 
press wagon, $5; junk shop or dealer, $20; dealer in secondhand arti- 
cles, $25; junk cart or boat, $5; peddler using horse and wagon, $8; 
peddler using push cart, $4; peddler carrying merchandise, $2; 
ticket speculator, $50; coal-freight scalper, $250; common show, 
$25; public shooting gallery, $5; public bowling alley, $5; public 
billiard table, $3; dirt cart, $1; general hoisting, $25; special hoist- 
ing, $1; fruit or soda water stand, or both, $10; newspaper or 
periodical stand, or both, and in addition also a fruit or soda water 
stand, or both, $15; movable newspaper stand, $1; newspaper and 
periodical stand, $5; chair of a bootblack stand, $5; stand under 
elevated railroad station, $10; driver of any licensed vehicle, 50 
cents; auctioneers, $100. 

School Revenues. 

School taxes are levied on the real estate and the 
personal property of each school district. There is a 
special equalization made by the two or more super- 
visors concerned when a district occupies parts of two 
or more towns; otherwise the assessment is the same 
as for other taxes. The levy is made and the rate 
fixed by the school trustees, but the taxes are collected 
as are state, county, and mimicipal taxes. School 
districts also receive a portion of the taxes on bank 
shares collected by the county treasurer, and by him 
apportioned among the minor civil divisions. 



NORTH CAROLINA.! 



North CaroHna draws its revenue from various 
sources. In addition to the general property tax there 
is an elaborate system of privilege or license taxes, for 
both state and county, and also state inheritance and 
income taxes. On corporations there is a franchise 
tax, graduated according to capital stock. Eaiboad, 
telegraph, telephone, express, and insurance compa- 
nies also pay special taxes, based on gross receipts, 

• This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

"Revenue Act," Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of 
North Carolina, Session of 1911. 

' ' Machinery Act, ' ' An act to provide for the assessment of property 
and the collection of taxes, Session of 1911. 

Revisal of North Carolina 1905 Session Laws to 1913. 



but in some cases, where the assets of the company 
are invested in the state and taxable there, these are 
reduced. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE V. 

Sec. 3. Laws shall be passed taxing, by a imiform rule, all moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies or other- 
wise; and also all real and personal property, according to its true 
value in money. The general assembly may also tax trades, profes- 
sions, franchises, and incomes, provided that no income shall be 
taxed when the property from which the income is derived is taxed. 

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall levy a capitation tax on 
every male inhabitant over 21 and under 50 years of age, which 
shall be equal on each to the tax on property valued at $300 in cash. 
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The commissioners of the several counties may exempt from capita- 
tion tax in special cases, on account of poverty and infirmity, and 
the state and county capitation tax combined shall never exceed $2 
on the head. 

Sec. 2. The proceeds of the state and comity capitation tax shall 
be applied to the purposes of education and the support of the poor, 
but in no one year shall more than 25 per cent thereof be appropri- 
ated to the latter purpose. 

Sec. 5. Property belonging to the state or to municipal corpo- 
rations shall be exempt from taxation. The general assembly may 
exempt cemeteries and property held for educational, scientific, 
literary, charitable, or religious purposes; also wearing apparel, arms 
for muster, household and kitchen furniture; the mechanical and 
agricultural implements of mechanics and farmers; libraries and 
scientific instruments, or any other personal property, to a value not 
exceeding $300. 

Sec. 6. The taxes levied by the commissioners of the several coun- 
ties for county purposes shall be levied in like manner with the state 
taxes and shall never exceed the double of the state tax, except for a 
special purpose and with the special approval of the general 
assembly. 



AETICLE I. 



Sec. 32. Ex post facto laws * * *. No law taxing retrospec- 
tively sales, purchases, or other acts previously done, ought to be 



ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 7. (No county, city, or town or other municipal corporation 
is to levy any tax except for necessary expenses thereof, unless by a 
vote of the majority of the qualified voters therein.) 

Sec. 9. All taxes levied by any coimty, city, town, or township 
shall be uniform and ad valorem, upon all property in the same, 
except property exempted by this constitution. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directlj' concerned with taxation 
are; 

(1) County assessors appointed for two years by state tax commis- 
sion. 

(2) Township or ward assessors (assistants to county assessors) 
appointed for not less than 12 months by boards of county commis- 
sioners. 

(3) City assessors (3) appointed for four years by boards of alder- 
men in cities lying in two or more counties. 

(4) City boards of equalization consisting of the board of alder- 
men and one of the assessors. 

(5) Board of county commissioners. 

(6) County board of equalization consisting of the board of county 
commissioners and county assessor. 

(7) The sheriff is ex officio tax collector. 

(8) The corporation commission consisting of three members 
elected for six years. Acting as (1) the state board of tax commis- 
sioners, it exercises general supervision over tax listers and assessing 
officers, and is required to make an annual report to the governor. 
Acting as (2) a board of appraiserc and assessors it assesses and values 
the property of railroad, telegraph, telephone, street railway, canal, 
and steamboat companies, and other companies exercising the right 
of eminent domain. Acting as (3) the state board of tax commis- 
sioners, it constitutes the state board of equalization. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property is subject to taxation, except as 
exempted by statute. 

(1) Real property, for purposes of taxation, includes not only 
the land itself, but also all buildings, structures, and improvements. 



(2) Personal property inclhdes moneys, goods, chattels, choses in. 
action, and evidences of debt, including all things capable of owner- 
ship, not descendable to the heirs at law. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property 
set apart for educational purposes; graveyards or burial lots; prop- 
erty of religious bodies, including the minister's residence; property 
of benevolent and charitable associations; property belonging to 
y. M. C. A. and other similar religious associations; orphan and 
other asylums; reformatories, hospitals, and nunneries, including 
the endowment funds of same; property of Indians not citizens, 
except lands held by purchase; wearing apparel; private libraries; 
kitchen and household furniture not exceeding in value $25; grow- 
ing crops. All corporate property is made liable to taxation and 
tax exemptions to corporations are repealed, except as property 
held for religious, charitable, educational, literary, or benevolent 
purposes, and cemeteries. 

6. Assessment. — Every person owning property is 
required to make out, sign, and deliver to the assist- 
ant assessor a statement, verified by oath, of all real 
and personal property in his possession on the 1st 
day of May. Real property is listed in the township 
in which said property is situated. In fisting mineral, 
quarry, or timber interests the owner shall describe the 
same in his fist, together with the separate value of 
each separate tract of land in or on which the same 
shaU be situated. An owner of separate timber inter- 
ests shall list the same whether the timber be attached 
or detached from the soil. 

AU taxable poUs and personal property located 
therein shaU be listed in the township in which the 
person so charged resides on the 1st day of May. 
Goods and chattels situated in a township, town, or 
city other than that in which the owner resides are 
assessed in the township, town, or city where such 
property is located. 

All property is required to be assessed at its true 
value in money which is held and deemed to be what 
the property would bring at cash sale when sold in 
such manner as such property is usually sold. 

The assessment of real property is in force for four 
years except when improvements or deteriorations to 
the value of $100 have been made. Penalty for not 
fisting property is $10 for every $100 withheld from 
the assessor. 

Debts owing by any person may be deducted by the 
tax fister from the amount of the person's credits, 
and insurance companies may deduct from solvent 
credits an amount equal to their reinsurance reserve. 

Corporations are required to make a report to the corporation com- 
mission on or before the Ist day of July each year, and shall estimate 
and appraise the capital stock at its actual value in cash on the 1st 
day of May, after deducting the assessed value of all real and per- 
sonal estate upon which the corporation pays taxes, and the value 
of the shares of stock legally held by such corporation in other cor- 
porations incorporated in the state and paying taxes on their capital 
stock, as indicated by the amount of profit made; and when the 
same is truly appraised a certificate thereof shall be forwarded to 
the corporation commission. 

If the corporation commission is not satisfied with the appraise- 
ment they are empowered to make a valuation based upon facta 
contained in reports. 
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There is a penalty of $50 for failure to report on or before the let 
day of July, and it is the duty of the corporation commission to add 
5 per cent to the tax for each and every year said report is not 
furnished. 

Companies taxed on capital stock are not assessed further on mort- 
gages, bonds, or other securities and credits owned by them in their 
own right. Individual shareholders are not taxed on their stock. 
The corporation is required to pay the state tax on stock directly to 
the state treasurer. 

Banks shall list real estate in district where located for the pur- 
pose of state, county, and municipal taxation, and shall, during the 
month of June, list annually with the corporation commission, in 
the name of and for its shareholders, all the shares of its capital 
stock at their market or actual value, on. the 1st day of June. Lists 
of shareholders and number of shares, with value, owned by each 
resident of the county shall also be furnished to the county com- 
missioners. Insolvent debts due banks may be deducted from the 
items of profits or surplus. Value is fixed by corporation commis- 
sion. The rate of taxation is the same as for other moneyed capital. 

The county commissioners of the county in which such banks are 
located shall assess against the value of shares of residents the tax 
imposed for school and county purposes, and shall assess against 
the value of the shares held by nonresidents of the state the said 
tax imposed for school, county, and municipal purposes, all of 
which taxes shall be paid to the sheriff of that county. 

Shares of stock in building and loan associations are to be listed 
by the secretary with the corporation commissioh on the first Mon- 
day in June at their actual value. The actual value of shares 
pledged as security for loans are deducted. The secretary is to 
pay to the state treasurer the state tax, and to the sheriff the county 
tax and school tax. No other tax is to be charged on the association. 

Foreign building and loan associations doing business in the state 
are required to list for taxation with the corporation commission, 
through their agent, the stock held by citizens of the state, county, 
city, or town where the owners of the stock reside. The stock is 
valued for taxation as other money investments of citizens of the 
state. Associations or ofiicers who fail or refuse to list such shares 
owned by citizens of the state for taxation will be barred from 
doing business in the state. 

Raikoada are assessed by the corporation commission upon all 
property necessary for the construction and successful operation of 
the road or used in the daily operation. All machine and repair 
shops, general office buildings, storehouses, and contents located 
outside of the right of way and also real and personal property, other 
than the property returned to the corporation commission, shall be 
listed for purposes of local taxation with the list takers of the county 
where property is located. 

The corporation commission values the tangible property and the 
franchise separately. The aggregate is apportioned to the counties 
according to the number of miles of road therein. All taxes due 
the state except for school purposes are paid direct to the state treas- 
urer. The boards of county commissioners assess against the rail- 
roads only the tax imposed by the state for school purposes, and 
those imposed for county purposes. 

Canal and steamboat companies are to be assessed like railroads. 

Telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping car and similar car com- 
panies, freight, and refrigerator car companies, street railway, water- 
works, electric light and power, gas, ferry, bridge, and canal com- 
panies and other corporations exercising the right of eminent 
domain are required to make an annual report to the corporation 
commission between the 1st and 20th day of June, verified by the 
oath of the officer or agent making the same, giving the total capital, 
value of shares, property subject to local tax, etc. The corporation 
commission shall thereupon value and assess the property so reported 
according to its true value; valuations are apportioned to the coun- 
ties. All taxes due the state except for school purposes are paid 
direct to the state treasurer. 



c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes the valuation of property by raising or 
lowering the assessment to make it conform to its true 
value in money and. to the average valuations. 

The state board, of tax commissioners constitutes 
the state board of equalization for the purpose of 
equalizing the valuations on real property among the 
several counties in the state. 

2. Rate — 

An ad valorem tax of 45 cents on every $100 of the value of real 
and personal property is imposed as follows: General state purposes, 
21 cents; pensions, 4 cents; public schools, 20 cents. The taxes for 
public schools are paid by the sheriff direct to the county treasurer. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are due on the first Monday in October in 
each year and are collected by the sheriff of the county, 
who may levy on personalty after November 1 . Taxes 
are a lien on real property assessed after June 1. 
Taxes due the state from corporations assessed by the 
state board of corporation commissioners are to be 
paid by the secretary of the company direct to the 
state treasurer. Companies failing to pay the tax 
are liable to suit and to a penalty of 50 per cent, to be 
included in the judgment. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

On each male between 21 and 50 years of age, except 
the poor and infirm, there is levied a poU tax of $1.35, 
the proceeds to be devoted to education and to the 
support of the poor. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Both real and personal property, passing by will or 
descent, or transfer made in contemplation of death, 
where the decedent was a resident or the property was 
located in the state, except to the husband or wife of 
the deceased, or for rehgious, charitable, or educational 
purposes, is subject to an inheritance tax as follows: 
Where the share of real or personal property is over 
$2,000, all ui excess of $2,000 shall be taxed— (a) 
lineal issue or ancestor, brother or sister, or adopted 
child, 75 cents per $100; (6) descendant of brother or 
sister, $1.50 per $100; (c) brother or sister of father or 
mother, or descendant thereof, |3 per $100; {d) 
brother or sister of grandfather or grandmother or de- 
scendant thereof, $4 per $100; other collaterals and 
strangers, where the share is in excess of $2,000 and 
up to $5,000, $5 per $100 ; in excess of $5,000 and up to 
$10,000, $7.50 per $100; in excess of $10,000 and up 
to $25,000, $10 per $100; m excess of $25,000 and up 
to $50,000, $12.50 per $100; over $50,000, $15 per 
$100. If the tax is not paid at the end of two years, 6 
per cent per annum shall be charged until paid. 

This tax is payable to the state treasurer through 
the clerks of the coimty courts, and is for the benefit 
of the state. 
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D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

On every corporation doing business in the state or organized under 
its laws (railroads, banks, building and loan associations, insurance 
companies, telegraph, express, and telephone companies excepted) 
an annual franchise tax is imposed: Capital stock, 825,000 or less, $5; 
$25,000 to $50,000,^10; $50,000 to $100,000, $25; $100,000 to $250,000, 
$50; $250,000 to $500,000, $100; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $200; over 
$1,000,000, $500. No county, city, or town shall have the power to 
levy any franchise tax. Foreign corporations maintaining an office 
or offices in the state for office work only, and not selling their 
goods or wares, pay an annual tax of $100. 

Railroads pay a privilege tax according to gross earnings per mile; 
$1,000 or less per mile, per year, $2 per mile; $1,000 to $2,000 per mile 
per year, $3 per mile; $2,000 to $3,000 per mile, per year, $4 per mile; 
over $3,000 per mile, per year, $5 per mile. Tax is to be paid to 
state treasurer. 

Express companies pay a license tax of 3 per cent on gross revenues 
derived from business done within the state. Telegraph companies 
pay 2^ per cent on gross earnings within the state. Telephone 
companies pay 2^ per cent on gross receipts within the state. Pro- 
vided such company files a statement with the board of state tax 
commissioners, signed and sworn to by its principal officer, showing 
that at least one-fourth of its assets are invested and taxable in the 
state, the tax is IJ per cent; if the amount so invested is one-half of 
its assets, the tax is 1 per cent; if the amount so invested is three- 
fourths of its assets, the tax is one-half of 1 per cent. No county, 
city, or town may levy an additional tax or license fee, except the ad 
valorem tax. 

Insurance companies are taxed at the rate of 2 J per cent upon their 
gross receipts in the state in addition to the license and ad valorem 
property tax. But if one-fourth of the assets are invested in prop- 
erty taxable in the state, the tax is 1 per cent on gross receipts and 
the license is one-half of the amount named . If the amount invested 
is three-fourths of the total assets, the tax is to be one-fourth of 1 per 
cent and the license fee, one-fourth of the amount named. Com- 
panies paying these taxes are not liable for the tax on capital stock, 
and no county or municipality may impose any additional tax 
or fee. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

License taxes for the privilege of carrying on busi- 
ness are levied as follows : 

Theaters, annual, in cities or towns of 1,000 inhabitants or less, $10; 
over 1,000 to 3,00C, $15; over 3,000 to 5,000, $50; over 5,000 to 10,000, 
$75; over 10,000 to 15,000, $100; over 15,000, $150. These licenses 
are issued by the sheriff, and one-half of the proceeds go to the 
state, and one-half to the county; no other state or county license, 
but cities may levy a tax not greater than the amount levied 
by the state. Traveling theatrical companies, per day, $5; 
artists exhibiting paintings or statuary, work of their own hands, 
per day, $2; all places of amusement charging not more than 
10 cents admission, and performing in a given place as much as 
one week at a time shall only pay aforesaid tax for the week. 
Counties, cities, and towns shall not collect a greater amount than 
that of the state tax. Moving picture vaudeville shows, on each 
place where not licensed otherwise, as follows; In towns of less than 
2,500 inhabitants, $10 per annum; 2,500 to 5,000, $20 per annum; 
5,000 to 10,000, $40 per annum; 10,000 to 15,000, $50 per annum; 
more than 15,000, $100 per annum. Counties, cities, and towns shall 
not levy a greater amount than that of the state. 

Circuses, menageries and other shows not licensed otherwise, are 
required to pay the following license fees for each day's performance : 
Shows requiring less than 15 cars, $25; 15 to 20 car trains, $50; 20 to 
30 car trains, $75; 30 to 40 car trains, $100; 40 to 50 car trains, $150; 
50 to 60 car trains, $200; 60 to 75 car trains, $250; over 75 car trains, 
$300; each side show requiring less than 30 cars, $10; all other shows, 



$25; every show charging more than 50 cents admission, $300. 
Counties may fix county tax not to exceed state tax. 

Gn every carnival company and other like amusements conducted 
for profit in week stand engagements, with not more than six attrac- 
tions, $50 for the state, and a like amount for the county; when con- 
sisting of more than six attractions, $75 for state and like amount for 
county. Towns and cities less than 10,000 inhabitants may levy a 
like tax not greater than for b oth state and county ; cities of more than 
10,000 inhabitants may levy a tax not greater than twice that levied 
for county and state. These fees do not apply when more than 25 
cents admission is charged. Religious and charitable entertain- 
ments are exempt. Attorneys, physicians, dentists, oculists, pho- 
tographers, opticians, osteopaths, architects, optometrists, veteri- 
nary surgeons, accountants, fire insurance adjusters, or any person 
practicing any professed art of healing for fee or reward, $5 (no city 
or town may levy additional license) . Real estate and rent collect- 
ing agents, $10; wholesale coal dealers, $25; retail, $10; collecting 
agencies, and second-hand clothing dealers, $25; undertakers, em- 
balmers, and retail coffin dealers in towns over 15,000, $25; 10,000 to 
15,000, $15; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; less than 5,000, $5. Horse and mule 
dealers, $25; wholesale, $50; no county, city, or town may collect an 
additional tax; itinerant peddler of clocks, stoves, and ranges, $50 
for each county; bicycle dealers in towns of 12,000 or over, $10; less 
than 12,000, $5; dealersinautomobiles, $50. Commission merchants, 
brokers, or dealers, $10; ship brokers, $20; marine railways of 80 tons 
hauling capacity, $7.50; 80 to 150 tons, $15; over 150 tons, $30; 
pawnbrokers, $100. Livery stables, 50 cents for each six months 
for every horse or mule kept for hire; stable keepers selling more 
than five horses or mules ip six months are classified as horse dealers 
and are required to pay an additional tax of $20. Manufacturers and 
dealers in sewing machines, $250; feather renovators, $10 for each 
county. Peddlers, on foot, $25; horse or other animal or vehicle, 
$50; patent medicines, etc., without advertising attractions, $50; 
with attractions, $100; itinerant salesman, $100. These peddlers' 
licenses are for each county. Mercantile agencies, $250; gypsies or 
fortune tellers, $200 in each county; lightning-rod agents, $25 per 
county. Hotels, more than $1 and less than $2 per day, per room, 
25 cents; not less than $2 nor more than $3 per day, per room, 50 
cents; hotels charging in excess of $3 per day, 75 cents per room; cot- 
ton compresses, per compress, $100. Billiard and pool tables and 
bowling alleys — with liquor, $50; others, $25; gift enterprises, prize 
photographs, $20; itinerant dealer in prizes of any kind, $100 in each 
county; slotmachines, $1.50. Bagatelle table, merry-go-round, etc, 
in towns less than 5,000, $5; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; over 10,000, $20; 
if liquor is sold, $50; on each bagatelle table, merry-go-round, etc., 
outside of any incorporated city, $5. Skating rinks, in towns less 
than 5,000, $5; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; more than 10,000, $20. Stock- 
brokers, $50. Bottling works, in towns of 2,500 inlaabitants or less, 
$10; over 2,500 and not exceeding 5,000, $20; 5,000 to 10,000, $30; 
10,000 to 20,000, $40; over 20,000, $50. Packing houses, $100 for 
each county. OU companies, where the gross sales exceed $25,000, 
1 per cent upon such gross sales. Peddlers of agricultural imple- 
ments and machinery, $25 per county; manufacturers and dealers 
in malt, $10. Druggists selling liquor, $25; dealers in pistols, $25; 
bowie knives, $100; fire crackers, $10; pianos and organs, $50, and in 
addition 40 cents of every $100 of sales. Cigarettes — manu- 
facturers, under 250 millions, $250; 250 to 500 millions, $500; over 
500 millions, $2,000 (no county or town license); retailers of ciga- 
rettes, $5. Public ferries, bridges, 1 per cent of gross receipts; emi- 
grant agents, $100 for the state and $100 for the county in which 
agent does business; itinerant oculist, $5 for each county; itinerant 
optician or dealer in spectacles, $10 for each county; trading stamp 
concerns, $200. Marriage licenses, $1. Official seals — ^great seal of 
state, $1; seal of state department, 50 cents; seal of state treasurer, 50 
cents. Insurance companies' license, life insurance, $250; fire in- 
surance, $200; accident insurance, $200; marine insurance, $200; 
surety insurance, $100; plate glass and boiler insurance, $100; do- 
mestic mutual insurance, $50; fraternal order insurance, $25; bond 
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investment, title guarantee, etc., $100; all other insurance compa- 
nies, $100. 

Certificate of incorporation, per $1,000 stock authorized, 20 cents 
(minimum, $25) ; increase of capital, per $1,000, 20 cents (minimiim, 
$20); decrease of capital, $20; filing list of officers and directors, $1; 
dissolution of corporations, change of principal place of business, 
$5. Private bills to incorporate are taxed double the above fees. 

Motor vehicle fees. — Certificate of registration for motor vehicles, 
$5, and $1 for renewal, paid secretary of state. Three dollars of the 
$5 fee 8hall be paid by the secretary of state to the county in which 
owner of the automobile resides. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

Taxpayers are required to show on their Hsts their 
gross incomes from all property not otherwise taxed — 
salary and fees, annuities, trades or professions, and 
to give the sources thereof. Upon the excess over 
$1,000, wliich is exempted, the rate of tax is 1 per cent 
on the gross income. 

County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The rate of tax is determined by the board of 
county commissioners. The rate may never exceed 
double that of the state tax, except for a special pur- 
pose and with the special approval of the general 
assembly. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as for state 

taxes. 

B. POLL taxes. 

Every male inhabitant over 21 and under 50 years 
of age may be subjected to a poll tax equal to the tax 
on property "valued at $300 in cash. The state and 
county capitation tax combined is never to exceed $2 
per capita. (See also PoU taxes under State Revenues.) 

o and d. inheritance and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

In any case where a specific licensa tax is levied for 
the privilege of carrying on any business, trade, or 
profession, the county may levy the same tax as the 
state, and no more except on such as are specially ex- 
cepted imder the statute. 

THE INCOME TAX. 



Counties can not levy an income tax. 



Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1 . Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for municipal 
taxation as for state. 

2. Rate- 
No municipal corporation is to levy more than 1 per 

cent on the assessed valuation except by special stat- 
ute in each ordinance case. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as for state 
and county. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The aldermen or commissioners may levy a tax on 
polls taxable by the general assembly for state pur- 
poses, not to exceed $2. 

C AND D. inheritance, CORPORATION, AND INCOME 
TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance, corporation, or 
income taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The corporate authorities may tax privileges taxed 
for state and county purposes and all persons selling 
liquors, except druggists (at retail), per year, $25. 
They may also tax dogs, swine, horses, and cattle 
running at large within the corporate limits. 

School Revenues. 

The property and poll taxes leAded by the state 
specifically for school purposes are paid by the sheriff 
to the treasurer of the county within which they are 
collected. The income of the permanent school fund 
and $125,000 appropriated by the legislature from the 
general state funds is apportioned among the counties 
by the state board of education on the basis of school 
population. The state makes additional annual ap- 
propriations for equalizing school facilities in the sev- 
eral school districts to enable each such district to 
maintain schools for at least four months each year. 
The county board of education apportions all taxes 
and other school moneys coming under its control 
among the various townships per capita. 

If the state tax is insufficient for the support of 
schools in each school district for four months, a 
special tax may be levied by the county on all prop- 
erty, credits, and polls. 

AH proceeds of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, all 
moneys paid as exemption from military duty, and 
the net proceeds of licenses to liquor sellers and to auc- 
tioneers are appropriated to the public schools. 
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A special tax may be voted for the support of high 
schools. Cities, towns and school districts may vote 
to levy a special tax to supplement the public school 
fund. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Poll tax, 11.43; state tax, 47f cents on the SIOO. 

An inheritance tax law was enacted as follows; 

All property of whatever kind or nature passing by will or the 
intestate laws of the state from any person who may die seized or 
possessed of same while a resident of the state, or if decedent was 
not a resident of the state at the time of his death, such property or 
part thereof as may be within the state, or which may be transferred 
by deed, grant, sale, or gift, made in contemplation or to take effect 
after death, to any person or persons, or to bodies corporate or poli- 
tic, is subject to a tax for the benefit of the state as follows: 

Passing to lineal issue or lineal ancestor or husband or wife or to 
a person to whom the decedent has stood in the relation of a parent, 
at the rate of 1 per cent of the clear value; $10,000 to a widow, 
$5,000 to each child under twenty-one years of age, and $2,000 to 
each of the other persons mentioned is exempt. Grandchildren 
are allowed only the single exemption of the child they represent. 

Passing to the brother or sister or a descendant of a brother or 
sister of the decedent at the rate of 3 per cent of the clear value. 

Passing to the brother or sister of the father or mother or a 
descendant of a brother or sister of the father or mother of the 
decedent, at the rate of 5 per cent of the clear value. 



Passing to the brother or sister of the grandfather or grandmother 
or a descendant of the brother or sister of the grandfather or grand- 
mother of the decedent or to any person of any other degree of 
consanguinity, or to a stranger in blood or to a body politic or cor- 
porate, at the rate of 10 per cent of the clear value. 

If this tax is not paid at the end of two years after the death of 
the decedent 6 per cent interest is charged until same is paid. 

Income tax.— In excess of $1,250 to $2,500 the rate isl per cent; 
$2,500 to $5,000, IJ per cent; $5,000 to $10,000, 2 per cent; $10,000 
and over, 2J per cent. 

Corporations are required to pay a franchise tax of one-twenty- 
fifth of 1 per cent upon their subscribed or issued and outstanding 
capital stock, but the tax shall not be less than $7.50. Foreign 
corporations pay the same tax rate. 

The legislature appropriated the sum of $250,000 to be appor- 
tioned annually among the counties by the state board of education 
according to the per capita of school population; $1,500 of above 
sum is to be deducted annually for the part payment of the salary 
and expenses of the superintendent of the state colored normal 
schools and inspector and director of the county teachers' institutes 
and of the teachers' training work of the state; there shall also be 
deducted biennially therefrom in advance $7,500 to be used for the 
establishment of rural libraries. 

There shall be set aside 5 cents on the $100 of the ad valorem tax 
collected by the state to be known as "The state equalizing school 
fund" to be used for the purpose of providing six months school 
terms in every school district in the state or as nearly as the fund 
will permit. 



NORTH DAKOTA. 



North Dakota depends almost entirely upon the 
general property tax for state, county, and municipal 
revenues. An inheritance tax was adopted in 1903. 
There are no special corporation taxes, except a tax 
on fire insurance premiums, which goes to the support 
of the municipal fire departments. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 174. The legislative assembly shall provide for raising rev- 
enue sufficient to defray the expenses of the state for each year, not 
to exceed in any one year 4 mills on the dollar of the assessed valua- 
tion of all taxable property in the state, to be ascertained by the last 
assessment made for state and county purposes, and also a sufficient 
sum to pay the interest on the state debt. 

Sec. 175. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law, and 
every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the same, 
to which only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 176. Laws shall be passed taxing by uniform rule all property 
according to its true value in money, but the property of the United 
States and of state, county, and municipal corporations, both real 
and personal, shall be exempt from taxation; and the legislative 
assembly shall by a general law exempt from taxation property used 
exclusively for school, religious, cemetery, or charitable purposes 
and personal property to any amount not exceeding in value $200 
for each individual liable to taxation; but the legislative assembly 
may, by law, provide for the payment of a per centum of gross earn- 
ings of railroad companies to be paid in lieu of all state, county, 
township, and school taxes on property exclusively used in and 
about the prosecution of the business of such companies as common 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Revenue and Taxation Laws of the State of North Dakota, 1905. 
Published by authority. 
The Revised Code of the State of North Dakota, 1899 and 1905. 
The Session Laws to 1913. 



carriers, but no real estate of said corporation shall be exempted 
from taxation in the same manner and on the same basis as other 
real estate is taxed, except roadbed, right of way, shops, and build- 
ings used exclusively in their business as common carriers, and 
whenever and so long as such law providing for the payment of a per 
centum on earnings shall be in force, that part of section 179 of this 
article relating to assessment of raiboad property shall cease to be in 
force. 

The legislative assembly may further provide that grain grown 
within the state and held therein in elevators, warehouses, and 
granaries may be taxed at a fixed rate. ^ 

Sec. 177. All improvements on land shall be assessed in accord- 
ance with section 179, but plowing shall not be considered as 
an improvement or add to the value of land for the purpose of 
assessment. 

Sec. 178. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered or sus- 
pended by any grant or contract to which the state or any county or 
other municipal corporation shall be a party. 

Sec. 179. All property, except as hereinafter in this section pro- 
vided, shall be assessed in the county, city, township, town, village, 
or district in which it is situated, in the manner prescribed by law. 
The franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all rail- 
roads; and the franchise and all other property of all express com- 
panies, freight line companies, car equipment companies, sleeping 
car companies, dining car companies, telegraph or telephone com- 
panies, or corporations operated in this state, and used directly or 
indirectly in carrying persons, property, or messages, shall be assessed 
by the state board of equalization at their actual value, and such 
assessed valuation shall be apportioned to the counties, cities, towns, 
villages, townships, and districts in which such raiboad companies, 
express companies, sleeping car companies, telegraph and telephone 
companies are located or through which they are operated, as a basis 
for taxation for such property, in proportion to the number of miles 
of such property within such counties, cities, towns, villages, town- 
ships, and districts. But should any railroad allow any portion of 
its roadway to be used for any purpose other than the operation 
of a railroad thereon, such portion of its roadway, while so used, shall 
be assessed in the manner provided for the assessment of other real 
property. 
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Sec. 180. The legislative assembly may provide for the levy, col- 
lection, and disposition of an annual poll tax of not more than $1.50 
on every male inhabitant of this state over 21 and under 50 years of 
age, except paupers, idiots, insane persons, and Indians not taxed. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township assessor, elected annually with the other town 
officers. 

(2) City assessor, appointed in each even numbered year by the 
mayor, with the approval of the city council. 

(3) County assessors, in counties not organized into civil town- 
ships, elected for two years. 

(4) County treasurer, elected every two years, and eligible for 
not more than two terms. 

(5) Township board of review, composed of the board of super- 
visors of each township, the board of trustees of each incorporated 
village, and the mayor and aldermen from the several wards of 
each city. 

(6) The city board of equalization, composed of the mayor and 
•city council; in cities organized on the commission plan, the com- 
mission. 

(7) Village board of equalization, composed of the board of trus- 
tees. 

(8) County board of review and equaUzation, composed of the 
board of county commissioners. 

(9) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, state 
•auditor, state treasurer, attorney general, and the commissioner of 
agriculture and labor. 

(10) State tax commission. 

By chapter 303, Laws of 1911, a tax commission was created, 
the members thereof to be appointed by the governor, one member 
to be appointed for a term of two years, one for four years, and 
■one for six years, and thereafter each member is to be appointed 
for a term of six years. 

This board is to have and exercise general supervision over the 
administration of the assessment and tax laws of the state, over 
-assessors, boards of review, and boards of equalization, to the end 
that all assessments of property be made relatively just and equal 
at true value. 

Also has power to inquire into the system of accounting of public 
funds in use in townships, cities, villages, and counties, and to 
make needed recommendations for a uniform system of accounts of 
the receipts and disbursements of public funds in municipalities 
of the state. 

Is to assess at their actual value all light, heat, and power com- 
panies doing business in the state. 

Is to consult and confer with the state board of equalization and 
aid them in the discharge of their duties. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property in this state, and all personal prop- 
erty of persons or corporations residing or doing 
business therein, except as specially exempted, is 
subject to taxation 

(1) Real property, for the purposes of taxation, includes the 
land itself, whether laid out in town lots or otherwise, and all 
buildings, structures, and improvements, and all rights and privi- 
leges, and mines and quarries appertaining thereto. 

(2) Personal property includes all goods, chattels, credits, 
moneys, and effects wheresoever they may be; and all ships, boats, 



vessels, whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested therein; 
all moneys at interest, whether within or without the state, due the 
person to be taxed, and all other debts due such persons; all public 
stocks and securities; all stock in turnpikes, railroads, canals, and 
other corporations, except national banks out of the state, owned 
by inhabitants of this state; the income of any annuity, unless the 
capital of such annuity be taxed within the state; all improvements 
made upon lands held under laws of the United States, the title to 
which is in any railroad company or other corporation not subject 
to the same mode and rule of taxation as other property. The gas 
and water mains and pipes laid in roads, etc., are personal property. 
The statute enumerates 27 classes. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Schools, 
academies, colleges, and institutions of learning, with the books and 
furniture therein, and grounds not to exceed 40 acres, not used 
with a view to profit; property used for religious purposes, includ- 
ing parsonages, and land not in excess of 1 acre; cemeteries; build- 
ings for purely public charity; public hospitals, and all moneys and 
credits of each institution ; and personal property of each individual 
to the amount of .?10. Property of posts, lodges, chapters, com- 
manderies, and like organizations not organized for profit and used 
for places of meeting; property of any agricultural fair association 
not conducted for profit to any of its members. Exempted property 
is to be assessed and valued as other property. 

h. Assessment. — There is but one assessment for 
state, county, and city purposes. All counties or parts 
of counties not organized into civil townships are 
di-sdded into assessors' districts; each organized civil 
township and each city constitutes such a district. All 
property is required by statute to be assessed annually 
at its full cash value on April 1, and the district 
assessor is to determine the true and full value of 
each tract and parcel of real property by actual 
examination. A statement of personal property, 
verified by oath, is to be made by the owner, with 
reference to the value, on the 1st day of April. It 
is the duty of the assessor to fix the true and fuU value 
of all items of personal property and he is to take as a 
basis the price at a fair voluntary sale for cash. Re- 
fusal to hst or swear to the statement is to be noted by 
the assessor and prevents any apphcation for correc- 
tion of the assessment as made by the assessor. Re- 
fusal is a misdemeanor and a false Hst is perjury. 

In unorganized counties taxation is administered by the county to 
which it is attached for judicial purposes, and taxes are assessed for 
state purposes only. 

Stockholders of every bank, state and national, are assessed on 
their stock where the bank is located. As a basis for valuation of 
the shares the assessor is to deduct the amount of investment in 
real estate from the aggregate amount of capital and surplus and 
undivided profits. 

Corporations are, in general, assessed as individuals, except rail- 
ways, including street railways, and certain other public service 
companies, which are assessed by the state board of equali- 
zation. The capital stock and franchises are to be listed where the 
principal office is located. The aggregate amount of indebtedness 
except for current expenses, not paid for purchase or improvement 
of property and the value of real and personal property are both 
deducted from the market value of the shares of stock. The re- 
mainder is then listed as "bonds and stocks." Such stock need 
not be listed liy the shareholder. 

The state board of equalization assesses the value of the franchise, 
roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads, including 
street railroads, operated in the state. Apportionment is made 
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by the board to counties according to mileage. The county auditor 
apportions the valuation to the cities, towns, townships, and dis- 
tricts, and the same is to be taxed in each county as personal 
property. 

The property and franchises of express, telegraph, telephone, 
freight line, and equipment companies, and sleeping and dining car 
companies are assessed by the state board of equalization. The 
apportionment is the same as that of railroad valuation. 

The property of itinerant, transient, or other merchants, salesmen, 
or other persons and of all merchants and salesmen of bankrupt stock, 
etc., brought into the state after the regular assessment, is to be as- 
sessed, when found, as other property. 

All lignite coal and mineral underlying any land, the ownership 
of which minerals has been severed from the ownership of the over- 
lying strata, is assessed separately. 

c. Equalization. — ^The city board of equalization 
equalizes and corrects assessments and may increase 
or decrease assessments. The township board of 
review equalizes the assessment between individuals 
in its township or district and supplies omissions. 

The county board of review and equahzation equal- 
izes the assessment made in the districts not embraced 
in an incorporated city, town, village, or civil town- 
ship. This board also equalizes between the several 
assessment districts, but it is not to reduce aggregate 
values of the county. An appeal from its decision 
lies to the district court. Town and municipal ofl&cers 
are to advise with the board. 

The state board of equalization equalizes assessments 
between the several counties of the state. It may raise 
or lower the assessment of property of either class or 
the aggregate in any county. It may not reduce the 
aggregate valuation m.ore than 1 per cent. 

2. Bate— 

The state tax is levied by the state board of equaliza- 
tion and is to be the amount necessary to meet the 
appropriation of the legislative assembly and the esti- 
mated general expenses of the state. The rate of the 
general state tax is not to exceed 4 mills on the dollar. 

The state board of equalization levies a special tax of one-half of 1 
mill for the state "wolf bounty fund." 

For the purpose of providing for the maintenance, etc., of certain 
state educational institutions a tax of 1 mill may be levied. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurer for state, 
county, city, town, school, poor, bridge, road, or other 
purposes. All taxes become due on the 1st day of 
December, and delinquent on the 1st day of March, 
after which date a penalty of 5 per cent attaches to 
both real and personal property taxes; on the 1st day 
of June following an additional penalty of 2 per cent, 
and on the 1st day of November following, a third 
penalty of 3 per cent on the original taxes against real 
estate is charged. After the 1st day of March interest 
at the rate of 1 per cent per month on the original 
amount of tax on the personal property is charged 
until the tax is paid. Collection of personal taxes may 
be enforced by distress and sale of such property. 
Personal property taxes become a lien on the property 
at the time when assessment is made. Taxes on real 



property are made a perpetual lien upon the property 
assessed. The collection of taxes on real property is 
enforceable by sale 



B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, 
whether belonging to the inhabitants of the state or 
not, passing by will, or by the laws of inheritance of this 
or any other state, or by deed, grant, sale, or gift, in- 
tended to take effect after the death of the donor, shall 
be subject to a tax of 2 per cent of its valuation above 
$25,000. Estates passing to the father, mother, hus- 
band, wife, lineal descendant, adopted child, the lin- 
eal descendant of an adopted child, or to charitable, 
educational, or religious societies or institutions within 
the state shall be exempt. Real estate of decedent 
shall be appraised within 30 days after the appoint- 
ment of an executor. 

This tax is payable to the state treasurer for the use 
of the state. It is due and payable within 15 months 
of the death of the testator or intestate, and draws in- 
terest at 8 per cent from the time due until paid. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed under the general 
property tax. 

Every insurance company doing business in the state except joint- 
stock and mutual companies organized under the laws of the state is 
required to pay to the commissioner of insurance 2J per cent of the 
gross amount of premiums received in the state for the year. An 
amount equal to 2 per cent of the gross premiums is paid by the 
state to the city, town, or village in which the insured property is 
located. 

The old gross earnings tax on railroads was declared unconstitu- 
tional in 1891 and does not appear in the later codes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following are annual taxes: 

Commission merchants, $5 ; ticket agents, $5 . Grain elevators pay 
an annual license to the state treasurer as follows: Capacity, 12,000 
bushels or less, $8; 12,000 to 25,000 bushels, $10; 25,000 to 50,000 
bushels, $12; 50,000 to 80,000 bushels, $20; over 80,000 bushels, $25. 
Coal mine operators pay an annual license fee of $5 for each mine 
to the commissioner of agriculture and labor. Creameries and cheese 
factories, $10, paid to dairy commissioner. Nonresident hunter's- 
license, $25, paid to game and fish board of control. To practice 
osteopathy within the state, $20. Transient merchants are required 
to pay $75 per annum for license to state treasurer. Railroad and 
steamboat companies pay a license fee of |5 for each agent or ticket 
seller. Storage companies, $10 per annum. 

Corporations, etc., employing agents or traveling salesmen, or 
soliciting for the sale of nursery stock pay a license fee of $10 to 
the director of the experiment station. 

Stallion registration board to be paid a fee not to exceed $2 for 
examination and enrollment of each pedigree and issuance of license 
for each stallion or jack. Fee for renewal (annual), $1. Transfer of 
license, 50 cents. 
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Embalmers' examination and license fee, $5; renewal of license, 
$3. 

Under the pure food law the following license fees are paid to the 
agricultural experiment station for each brand, etc., of liquor manu- 
factured or offered for sale: For single brand of whisky, rum, or 
brandy, $150; each additional brand, $75; malt Uquor, $10; brand 
or class of wine, $25; brand or class of cider, $10; artificial ales and 
other beverages, $50; and each brand or class of pops, $10. 

Manufacturers, etc., of concentrated commercial feeding stuff 
pay a license fee of $15 for each brand sold or offered for sale. Fees 
paid to agricultural experiment station. 

Any nonresident owner of live stock who brings such stock into 
state for herding or breeding purposes is required to pay into treasury 
of the county thus entered the sum of 50 cents per month for each 
head of stock so entering; this in addition to other taxes. 

Grain in warehouses is taxed as follows: Flax, one-half of 1 cent 
per bushel; wheat, three-eighths of 1 cent per bushel; oats, barley, 
corn, spelt, and rye, one-eighth of 1 cent per bushel. 

Fees for copy of any document or paper on file, 25 cents per folio. 
For affixing certificate and seal to any document, $1. For signature 
and seal, 50 cents. Filing articles for domestic corporations for 
profit, $5; other domestic corporations, $2. Articles of incorpora- 
tion for foreign corporations, $20. Certificates of appointment of 
attorney, $5. Issuing certificate of corporate existence of domestic 
corporations, $3. Eecording official bond, $2. For searching rec- 
ords, $1. Filing notice of removal of place of business, $3. Filing 
certificate of increase or decrease of capital, $3. For issuing certifi- 
cate of increase or decrease of capital, $3. Filing certificate of con- 
tinuance of existence of corporation, $3. For issuing such certifi- 
cate, $3. Recording miscellaneous papers, 25 cents per folio, and 
for filing any other paper not provided for, $1. 

Every incorporated company or joint-stock company, other than 
railroads, banking, insurance, or religious corporations and corpora- 
tions not organized for pecuniary profit, authorized to do business in 
the state, pay a fee of $2.50 for filing annual statement. 

Mining corporations are required to pay a fee of $25 to secretary of 
state for filing statement of financial conditions, etc. 

Insurance companies, filing articles of incorporation or copies 
thereof, $25; filing annual statement, $2.50; certificate of authority, 
$2. There is also the usual reciprocal provision as to reciprocal 
taxes, licenses, and fees upon foreign insurance companies. 

Every corporation for profit, except irrigation, water users' asso- 
ciations, building and loan associations, county mutual insurance, 
manufacturers of dairy products, agricultural fair associations, cor- 
porations whose capital stock does not exceed $5,000 formed for 
improvement of stock, corporations whose capital stock does not 
exceed $2,000 formed for purchase of musical instruments, and 
corporations whose capital stock does not exceed $5,000 formed 
for the purpose of baseball and football teams, and other athletic 
associations when composed of nonsalaried players, are required 
to pay into the state treasury, on filing articles of incorporation, 
the sum of $25 for the first $25,000 or fraction thereof of the capital 
stock, and $50 for $25,000 up to $50,000 capital stock, and the fur- 
ther sum of $5 for every additional $10,000 or fraction thereof of 
its capital stock. 

Every corporation placed under the jurisdiction of this board 
shall, if a new corporation, prior to receiving its certificate of au- 
thority to commence business, and in all cases within 10 days after 
each examination, pay into the state treasury the following fees: 
Capitalstockof $25,000 or less, $33; $25,000 to $50,000, $58; for each 
$10,000 or fraction thereof over $50,000, $5. Building and loan 
associations, mutual investment corporations, and other corpora- 
tions of a mutual character, with no capital stock, shall pay a semi- 
annual fee of $25 for the first $100,000 assets, and $5 for each ad- 
ditional $100,000 or fraction thereof of assets. 

Veterinary surgeons, for certicate or diplomas of examination 
and registration, $15, and $3 annually thereafter for such time as 
applicant shall contiaue to practice. Fees are paid over to the 
state treasurer. 



Automobile. — Registration and reregistration, $3; transfer fee, 
$1; duplicate certificate of registration, $1. Physicians and sur- 
geons, examination and license, $25; same for reciprocity license. 
Optometry. — Examination, $10; certificate to practice, $5 (funds for 
use of examining board). Director of experiment station collects 
an inspection fee of $5 for each 10 acres of land devoted to grow- 
ing nui'sery stock (inspection after September 15). — Examination 
of stallion or jack, $5. Dentists, examination, $25 for first, and $10 
for each subsequent examination; reciprocity Ucense, $50; annual 
license fee, $2; registration in county where practicing, 50 cents; 
certified copy upon removal, $1; duphcate certified copy (from 
board), $1. Inspector of hotels collects following fees: Less than 10 
rooms, $2.50; 10 to 20 rooms, $5; 20 to 50 rooms, $10; 50 or more 
rooms, $20. Inspector of oil collects 25 cents for testing a barrel or 
less quantity of oil. State engineer collects fees ranging from $1 to 
$20 for services in connection with water rights of the state. Super- 
intendent of pubUc instruction collects following fees for teachers' 
certificates: Life professional certificate, $5; state certificate, $3; 
special certificate, $2. Funds go to provide and maintain teachers' 
reading circles, etc. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in North Dakota. 
County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for coimty as 
for state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

County taxes are to be levied in specific amounts by 
the county commissioners, and are to be based upon an 
itemized statement of the county expenses for the ensu- 
ing year and of the outstanding indebtedness. No 
greater levy is to be made than will equal the amount 
of such expense plus 5 per cent of such amoxmt, to- 
gether with the amount of one year's interest upon and 
10 per cent of the principal of the outstanding debt. 

This is not to exceed 8 mills on the dollar for ordinary county reve- 
nue, including the support of the poor, 2 mills on the dollar for a 
bridge tax, nor 8 mills on the dollar for a road tax, to be paid in 
money or labor at the rate of $1.50 per day; a further tax of not to 
exceed 2 mills on the dollar for emergency purposes; and for county 
sinking fund such a sum as will pay interest for one year and 10 per 
cent on the principal, or as fixed by the legislative assembly. The 
commissioners are authorized to levy half of 1 miU on the dollar upon 
all real estate in the county for destruction of gophers. For schools 
the tax is 2 mills on the dollar. 

Upon proper vote the county commissioners may levy a tax to 
raise not less than $10,000 nor more than $20,000 for the purpose of 
providing for county agricultural and training school. After such 
school is established a tax may be levied to cover half the cost of 
maintenance of such school. The state pays the other half. 

Under certain prescribed conditions the county commissioners 
may levy a tax not to exceed one-fourth of 1 mill to aid county fairs. 

In counties having a population of 2,000 or more, there may be 
levied an additional tax of not more than 1 mill for road purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Collection of county taxes is the same as that of 
state taxes. Each county is responsible to the state 
for the full amount of tax levied for state purposes. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

The county auditor may levy a tax of $1 on each 
elector in the county for the support of the common 
schools. 

A poll tax of $1.50 may be levied by the county 
commissioners in unorganized territory, and by the 
board of township supervisors in organized townships, 
on every male person between 21 and 50 years of age 
for roads and bridges. This can be paid in labor in 
lieu of money. 

C. AND D. INHERITANCE AND COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Counties do not levy inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Resident hunters are required to pay the county SI 
for Ucense; nonresident, $25. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for aU township, 
town, city, and school district taxes as for the state. 

The city aseeesor performs all duties necessary for the assessing 
of property within the city for city, county, school, and state taxes. 

The village assessor performs all duties necessary for the assessing 
of property within the village for purposes of levying village, county, 
school, and state taxes. The board of equalization is composed of 
the board of trustees of said village. 

2. Rate— 

The electors at the annual township meeting may 
vote such sum for the repair and construction of roads 
and bridges, for the support of the poor, and for all 
township charges as they think expedient. The road 
tax is not to exceed 8 mills nor the bridge tax 2 mills. 

Cities, towns, and villages having not less than 3,000 
inhabitants may levy taxes as follows: 

Interest fund for bonds, 12 mills on the dollar; sinking fund for 
bonds, 4 mills on the dollar; for school purposes, 20 mills on the 
dollar; municipal purposes generally, 20 mills on the dollar. 

The city council may levy a tax not to exceed 10 mills for pur- 
pose of paying judgments against such city. 

The park commission of any incorporated city may levy a tax not 
to exceed 3 mills for park purposes. 

The city council of each city, not exceeding in population 50,000 
inhabitants, and each village or township board of eveiy village 
and township containing over 400 inhabitants, may levy a tax not 
exceeding 4 mills to establish and maintain a pubhc hbrary and 
reading room. 

The board of trustees of a village may levy a tax not to exceed 10 
mills for village purposes. 

3. Collection — 

The collection of these, as of state taxes, is made by 
the county treasurer. 

B. poll taxes. 

Every male inhabitant above 21 and under 50 years 
of age, except paupers, idiots, and lunatics, is to be as- 
sessed one day's l.ibor in each year. 



All road taxes collected from residents of any city, 
town, or village by the treasurer of the county are to 
be turned over to the municipality. 

c. the inheritance tax. 
There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Every city, town, or village is entitled to receive 2 
per cent of the insurance premiums paid on policies 
on property therein, for the support of its organized 
fire department. This tax is collected by the state 
treasurer. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council has power to fix the amount, terms, apd manner 
of issuing licenses to fortune tellers, astrologers, persons practicing 
palmistry, clairvoyancy, mesmerism and spiritualism, hawkers, 
peddlers, pawnbrokers, keepers of ordinaries, theatrical exhibi- 
tions, shows and amusements, ticket scalpers and employment 
agencies, hackmen, omnibus drivers, carters, cabmen, draymen, 
porters, expressmen, watermen, runners for public houses;, billiards, 
bagatelle, and other games in any place of pubHc resort; auction- 
eers, lumberyards, public scales, money changers, and brokers. 
Dogs, $2; female dogs, |5. Villages have the same powers. 

In addition to a state license, transient merchants are required to 
pay not to exceed $25 per day to treasurer of city or village where 
the business is conducted. 

School Revenues. 

The state tuition fund, composed of the net proceeds 
of fines and penalties, the interest and income from the 
permanent school fund, and the leases of school lands, 
is apportioned among the counties of the state in pro- 
portion to the number of children of school age and in 
the same manner among the several school districts of 
the county. 

Each district school board may levy a tax for school 
purposes upon the property of the district not to 
exceed 30 milk on the dollar. 

Special school districts may be formed and taxes 
levied to pay interest and principal on bonded indebt- 
edness contracted for support of each district. 

For school purposes in territory adjacent to special 
school districts the board of education may levy a tax 
not to exceed 30 mills. 

A tax not to exceed 20 mills may be levied in school 
districts for the purpose of paying final judgments. 

Independent school districts may be formed and 
taxes levied to meet part of the expense of employing 
teachers, etc., and not to exceed 20 mills for the pur- 
pose of providing buildmgs, etc. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

A new inheritance tax law was enacted as follows: 
A tax shall be and is hereby imposed upon the transfer 
of any property or interest therein or income there- 
from, in trust or otherwise, to any person not here- 
inafter exempt, in the following cases : 

When the transfer is by will or the intestate laws of this state 
from any person flying possessed of the property while a resident 
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of the state, or when the property is within this state or within its 
jurisdiction whether the ownership of or interest in such property- 
be evidenced by certificate of stock or bonds of foreign or domestic 
corporations and the decedent was a nonresident at the time of his 
death. 

When the transfer is of property made by a resident or by a non- 
resident when such nonresident's property is within the state or 
withia its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift made la 
contemplation of the death of the grantor, vendor, or donor, or 
intended to take effect in possession or enjoyment at or after 
death. 

Provided that no tax shall be imposed upon any tangible per- 
sonal property of a resident decedent when such property is located 
without the state and when the transfer of such property is subject 
to an inheritance tax in the state where located, and which tax 
has actually been paid; provided, further, that such property is 
not without the state temporarily nor for the sole purpose of deposit 
or safe-keeping; and providing the laws of the state where such prop- 
erty is located allow a like exemption in relation to such property 
left by a resident of that state and located in this. 

Rates and exemptions. — Upon the transfer of property of the value 
of $100,000 or less, the rate of tax on all sums above the first 120,000 
when the same shall pass to husband or wife and on all sums above the 
first $10,000 when to the father, mother, liaeal descendant, adopted 
child, or lineal descendant of an adopted child, the rate shall be 
1 per cent; and on all sums above $100,000 and up to $250,000, the 
rate shall be 2 per cent; over $250,000 and up to $500,000, the rate 
shall be 2J per cent; over $500,000, 3 per cent. 

Upon the transfer of property of the value of $25,000 or less, on 
all sums above the first $500 where the same is to a brother or sister, 
a wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of the dece- 
dent, IJ per cent; over $25,000 and up to $50,000, 2| per cent; over 
$50,000 and up to $100,000, 3 per cent; over $100,000 and up to 
$500,000, Si per cent; over $500,000, 4^ per cent. 

Upon the transfer of property of the value of $25,000 or less, when 
to a brother or sister of the father or mother or a descendant of the 
brother or sister of the father or mother of the decedent, 8 per cent; 
over $25,000 and up to $50,000, 4J per cent; over $50,000 and tip to 
$100,000, 6 per cent; over $100,000 and up to $500,000, 7i per cent; 
over $500,000, 9 per cent. 



Upon the transfer of property of the value of $25,000 or less when 
to a person in any other degree of collateral consanguinity than 
hereinbefore stated, or to 'a stranger in blood of the decedent, or to 
a body politic or corporate, the rate shall be 5 per cent; and on all 
sums above $25,000 and up to $50,000, 6 per cent; over $50,000 and 
up to $100,000, 9 per cent; over $100,000 and up to $500,000, 12 per 
cent; over $500,000, 15 per cent. 

Upon the transfer of property to collateral relations or strangers in 
blood who are aliens not residing in the United States, or to cor- 
porations not chartered by the United States Government or any 
state, 25 per cent. 

All taxes are due one year from the death of the decedent, except 
in the case of a limited, conditioned, dependent, or determinable 
estate, in which cases the taxes become due and payable upon 
possession, and are payable to the county treasurer and then turned 
over to the state treasurer for the use of the state. 

The tax is a lien on the property embraced, and if the tax is not 
paid within one year from the accruing thereof, 7 per cent interest 
per annum is charged. 

Exemptions. — All bequests and devises of property within the 
state when for the relief of aged, indigent, and poor, mamtenance of 
sick or mained, or for the support or education of orphans or 
indigent children, shall be exempt from the tax. 

Tax exemptions. — Personal property subject to taxation to the 
amount of $50. 

County commissioners were authorized to levy a tax not to 
exceed J of 1 mill, the proceeds to be used solely for the piu-pose of 
promoting and assisting immigration to the state. They were also 
authorized to levy a tax not to exceed J mill for the promotion of 
diversified farming and agricultural development. In each county 
having a population of 2,000 or more they were directed to levy a 
tax of not less than J of a mill nor more than 4 mills for the county 
road fund. 

The tax for the maintenance of state educational institutions was 
raised to IJ mills. A tax of ^ of a mill for the years 1914, 1915, and 
1916 was levied for the establishment of terminal elevator systems. 

A "Blue Sky" law was enacted regulating investment companies 
and providing various fees, etc. 

Villages were authorized to levy a tax of not to exceed 10 mills 
for water and light plants. 



OHIO.i 



Ohio has in the past few years ia large measure sepa- 
rated state from local taxation. Over three-fourths of 
the revenues for the support of the state government 
are now derived from a gross earnings tax, commonly 
called "excise" tax, on pubhc utility corporations, 
franchise tax on domestic and foreign corporations, 
and from liquor licenses. In 1912 the only general ad 
valorem tax levied by the state was for the sinking 
fund, state university, and common school fund, the 
aggregate levy for these purposes being .451 of 1 miU 
on the dollar. The principal revenues for counties, 
townships, cities, and villages are derived from the 
general property tax. 

As a result of carrying out the provisions of the law 
creating the tax commission, passed by the legisla- 
ture in 1910, the assessed valuation of real property 
subject to ad valorem taxes was increased from about 



1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Public Laws of Ohio to 1913. 

The General Code of Ohio, 1910. 

The Annual Report of the Ohio Tax Commission, 1911 and 1912. 



one-third of the true value to the actual value. This 
increase in the assessed valuation resulted in a general 
limitation of the rate of levy. In 1911 the aggregate 
amount of taxes which could be levied in any taxing 
district, including sinking fund and interest levies for 
state, county, township, municipal, school, and all 
other purposes, was limited to the aggregate amount of 
taxes levied in the year 1910. The law further pro- 
vided that the levy in 1912 should not exceed the 
aggregate levied in 1910 by more than 6 per cent; 
that the aggregate in 1913 should not exceed the aggre- 
gate in the year 1910 by more than 9 per cent, and that 
the aggregate in the year 1914 or any year thereafter 
should not exceed the levy of 1910 by more than 12 
per cent. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 7. The commissioners of counties, the trustees of townships, 
and similar boards shall have such power of local taxation for police 
purposes as may be prescribed by law. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 1. The levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppres- 
sive, therefore the general assembly shall never levy a poll tax for 
county or state purposes. 

Sec. 2. Laws shall be passed taxing by a uniform rule all moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or 
otherwise; and also all real and personal property, according to its 
true value in money, excepting bonds of the state of Ohio, bonds 
of any city, village, hamlet, county, or township in this state, and 
bonds issued in behalf of the public schools of Ohio and the means 
of instruction in connection therewith, which bonds shall be 
exempt from taxation; but burying grounds, public schoolhouses, 
houses used exclusively for public worship, institutions of purely 
public charity, public property used exclusively for any public 
purpose, and personal property to an amount not exceeding in 
value $200 for each individual may, by general laws, be exempted 
from taxation; but all such laws shall be subject to alteration or 
repeal, and the value of all property so exempted shall from time 
to time be ascertained and published, as may be directed by law. 

Sec. 3. The general assembly shall provide by law for taxing the 
notes and bills discounted or purchased, moneys loaned, and all 
other property, effects, or dues of every description (without deduc- 
tion) of all banks now existing or hereafter created, and of all 
bankers, so that all property employed in banking shall always 
bear a burden of taxation equal to that imposed on the property of 
individuals. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall provide for raising revenue 
sufficient to defray the expenses of the state for each year, and also 
a sufficient sum to pay the interest on the state debt. 

Sec. 5. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law; and 
every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the 
same, to which only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. The state shall never contract any debt for purposes of 
internal improvement. 

Sec. 11. No bonded indebtedness of the state or any poUtical sub- 
division thereof shall be iucurred or renewed unless, in the legisla- 
tion under which such indebtedness is incurred or renewed, provision 
is made for the levying and collecting annually by taxation an 
amount sufficient to pay the interest on said bonds, and to provide 
a sinking fund for their final redemption at maturity. 

OFFICEBS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Quadrennial city boards of assessors of real property. 

(2) Boards of review in cities, which sit also as boards of equaliza- 
tion and revision. 

(3) The budget commissioners for the annual adjustment of the 
rates of taxation, composed of the county auditor, the mayor of the 
largest municipality in the county as shown by the last Federal 
census, and the prosecuting attorney. 

(4) Annual boards of equalization of real and personal property, 
moneys, and credits in counties. 

(5) Quadrennial county boards of equalization of real property 
outside of cities, which also sit as boards of revision, composed of 
county auditor, county surveyor, and the thi-ee members of the board 
of county commissioners, all elective. 

(6) The county auditors, elected for a term of three years. 

(7) The county treasurers, elected for two years, who collect state, 
county, and local taxes. 

(8) The auditor of state, elected for a term of four years. 

(9) The state board of appraisers and assessors, composed of the 
auditor of state, state treasurer, attorney general, and secretary of 
state. 

(10) The tax commission of Ohio appointed by the governor, com- 
posed of three members. 



State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. TJie property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state, whether real or personal, and whether 
belonging to individuals or corporations, and all 
moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, or 
otherwise of persons residing in the state are declared 
to be subject to taxation, except only such as may be 
expressly exempted. (See Exemptions.) 

(1) Real property includes not only land itself, with all things 
contained therein, but, unless otherwise specified, all buildings, im- 
provements, and fixtures, with all rights and privileges pertaining 
thereto. The roadbed, water and wood stations, and such other 
realty as is necessary for the daily runimig of railroads is classed 
as personal property. 

(2) Personal property includes every tangible thing being the 
subject of ownership, whether animate or inanimate, other than 
money, and not forming part of any parcel of real property, as here- 
inbefore defined; the capital stock, undivided profits, and all other 
means not forming part of the capital stock of every company, 
whether incorporated or unincorporated, and every share, portion, 
or interest in such stock, profits, or means, by whatsoever name the 
same may be designated, inclusive of every share or portion, right, 
or interest, either legal or equitable, in and to every ship, vessel, or 
boat, of whatsoever name or description, used or designed to be used 
either exclusively or partially in navigating any of the waters within 
or bordering on this state, whether such ship, vessel, or boat shall be 
within the jurisdiction of this state, or elsewhere, and whether or not 
the same shall have b^en enrolled, registered, or licensed at any col- 
lector's office or within any collection district in this state; the 
money loaned on pledge or mortgage of real estate, although a deed 
or other instrument may have been given for the sajne, if between 
the parties the same is considered merely as security. 

"Money," or "moneys,'' is any surplus or undivided profits held 
by societies for savings or banks having no capital stock, gold and 
silver coin, bank notes of solvent banks in actual possession, and 
every deposit which the person owning, holding in trust, or having 
the beneficial interest therein is entitled to withdraw in money on 
demand. 

' 'Investment in bonds '' are all moneys in bonds, or certificates of 
indebtedness, or other evidences of indebtedness of whatever kind, 
whether issued by incorporated or unincorporated companies, towns, 
cities, villages, townships, counties, states, or other incorporations, 
or by the United States, held by persons residing in this state, 
whether for themselves or others. (See Exemptions.) 

"Investment in stocks'' are all moneys invested in the capital or 
stock of any association, corporation, joint-stock company, or other 
company, the capital stock of which is or may be divided into shares 
which are transferable by each owner without the consent of the 
other partners or stockholders, for the taxation of which no special 
provision is made by law, held by persons residing in the state, 
either for themselves or others. (See Exemptions.) 

"Credits" are the excess of the sum of all legal claims and de- 
mands, whether for money or other valuable thing, or for labor or 
services due or to become due to the person liable to pay taxes 
thereon, including deposits in banks or with persons in or out of 
this state, other than such as are held to be money as hereinbefore 
defined, when added together (estimating every such claim at its 
true value in money), over and above the sum of legal bona fide 
debts owing by such person; but in making up the sum of legal 
bona fide debts owing, there shall be taken into account no obliga- 
tion to any mutual insurance company, nor any unpaid subscrip- 
tion to the capital stock of any joint-stock company, nor any sub- 
scription for any religious, scientific, literary, or charitable purpose; 
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nor any acknowledgment of any indebtedness, unless founded on 
some consideration actually received, and believed at the time of 
making such, acknowledgment to be a full consideration therefor; 
nor any acknowledgment made for the purpose of diminishing the 
amount of credits to be listed for taxation: Provided, That pensions 
receivable from the United States shall not be held to be credits. 
Both credits and debts are to be estimated at no larger sum than it 
is believed can be collected or paid. 

(3) Exemptions. — Exemptions consist of all public property and 
property used exclusively for or belonging to or included under the 
following: Armories; cemeteries and companies for preserving dead 
bodies; charities; churches; fire companies; indigent and insurance 
funds of certain secret, religious, and charitable societies; certain 
law libraries; colleges and academies not conducted for profit; per- 
sonal property of each taxpayer up to $100, excepting dogs; public 
parks containing prehistoric earthworks; soldiers' monuments; 
bonds of the United States, the state of Ohio, or of any city, village, 
hamlet, county, or township in the state, and bonds issued in be- 
half of the public schools of Ohio. There is also exempted under a 
law passed in 1904 shares of capital stock in all Ohio corporations 
and shares of stock in foreign corporations where two-thirds of the 
property of such corporations is taxed in Ohio and where such cor- 
poration has complied with the laws of the state regarding quali- 
fications, etc. 

&. Assessment. — In general there is but one assess- 
ment for state, county, and municipal taxes. Certaiii 
classes of property, notably that of corporations and 
pubhc utihty companies, are assessed by the county 
auditors or by the state tax commission, and generally 
such assessment, after deducting the value of all the 
real estate included in the returns, is apportioned pro 
rata among the different cities, villages, townships, or 
taxing districts to which it properly belongs in propor- 
tion to the value of the real estate and fixed property 
included in the return, in each of such cities, villages, 
townships, or taxing districts. With the exception of 
real estate and certain other minor classes, all property 
is assessed annually. 

Real estate is assessed but once every four years 
(last time Jan. 15-July 1, 1910), the assessment so 
made remaining in force for the quadrennial period; 
the only revision being by the addition each year of 
new construction or the deduction of buildings de- 
stroyed, when over $100 in value. The initial assess- 
ment of real estate is made by assessors, elected 
quadrennially one in each township and village, and 
a board of three or five members elected at large in 
each city. 

Exempt real estate must be listed and valued. Real 
estate, excluding growing crops, is assessed at its true 
value in money and not at the price it would bring at 
auction or forced sale. 

Personal property is assessed annually by local 
assessors elected in townships, and in wards of 
municipal corporations. 

The assessor "at the time for taking the lists of per- 
sonal property, etc.," each year corrects the assess- 
ment of real property by adding new buddings and 
deducting property destroyed when over $100 in value, 
and by correcting errors or omissions discovered. (See 
Equalization.) 



Every person of full age and of sound mind is required each year to 
list all taxables in his possession. He is required to take oath that 
the property so " listed " is all that is owned by him or under his con- 
trol subject to taxation on the second Monday in April, and that the 
value affixed to each item is " the true value thereof as ascertained by 
the usual selling price thereof for cash, at voluntary sales thereof at 
the time and place of listing, " or such price as could be obtained for 
it in money at such sale. Persons claiming to have nothing to list 
must take oath to that effect. In case a person refuses to list his 
taxable property or refuses to swear to the list, the assessor makes 
return of such property as he can find, and the auditor raises the 
assessment by 50 per cent. The penalty for a false return is an assess- 
ment at 50 per cent in addition to true value. 

All ofiicers connected with the assessment, from the 
assessor up, are authorized to examine persons under 
oath and to examine books, etc. 

In 1910 an act was passed creating the tax commis- 
sion, abolishing aU ex officio state boards of apprais- 
ers and assessors and boards of equalization and ex 
officio county boards for assessing the property of 
steam, subTU-ban and interurban railroads, and impos- 
ing their duties upon the commission. It transferred 
from the secretary of state to the commission the duty of 
determining the amount of the capital stock of domes- 
tic and foreign corporations, from the auditor of state 
the duty of collecting the tax upon the gross receipts 
and gross earnings of pubhc service corporations, and 
transferred to the treasiu"er of state the duty of col- 
lecting such fees and taxes after the same have been 
computed by the auditor of state. It further imposed 
upon the commission the duty of equalizing bank 
shares, abohshed the state board of equalization for 
real property, and constituted the commission a board 
of equahzation for such property. 

The commission is required to assess the property of all express 
telephone, telegraph, sleeping car, freight line, equipment, electric 
light, gas, natural gas, pipe-line, waterworks, messenger, signal, 
union depot, water transportation, heating and cooling companies, 
and street railroad, steam, subiu-ban, and interurban railroad com- 
panies, and to determine the amount of the gross receipts or gross 
earnings of such companies as are required to pay an excise tax upon 
their gross receipts or gross earnings, and the proportion of the 
capital stock represented in the state of sleeping car, freight line, and 
equipment companies. 

It is also required to ascertain and determine the amount of the 
subscribed or issued and outstanding capital stock of domestic cor- 
porations, and the proportion of the authorized capital stock of 
foreign corporations represented by property and business in Ohio. 

Public utilities report annually to the commission, on or before 
the 1st day of March, with respect to plant and property owned or 
operated wholly or partly within the state. 

In the case of raihoads, the statement must give the length of the 
lines within and without the state, the number of miles of road in 
each county, including the track and its branches and side and 
second tracks, switches and turnouts therein, classes of rolling stock 
buildings, etc. 

In the case of pipe lines, gas, natural gas, waterworks, heating or 
cooling companies, the statement must show number of miles of 
pipe line owned, leased or operated, miles in each county, pumping 
stations, other buildings, etc. 

The commission is required on the second Monday of June of each 
year, to ascertain and assess at its true value in money all the prop- 
erty of each such public utility. The property is to be that owned 
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and operated by the public utility, and includes all buildings, real 
estate necessary to its daily operations or operated wholly or in part 
within the state, and moneys and credits owned. The value of the 
property is to be apportioned to the various counties and taxing 
districts. 

When a railroad has part of its road in the state and part in another 
state, the board is required to take the value of all property and 
divide it in the proportion which the mileage of the road in the 
state bears to the total mileage. 

In assessing express, telegraph, and telephone companies, the 
commission is guided by the value of the property as determined by 
the value of the entire capital stock of the company, and such other 
rules and evidence as would enable the commission to arrive at tlie 
true value in money of the entire property of such company in the 
state. 

Freight lines and equipment companies and sleeping-car com- 
panies are assessed upon the amount and value of that proportion of 
the capital stock which represents the capital and property owned 
and used in Ohio, the guide being the mileage of roads over which 
the rolling stock is operated. 

The entire amount of taxes paid by the above mentioned corpora- 
tions is paid into the state treasury. 

The property of corporations not specially provided for is re- 
turned to the county auditors, who assess it and apportion the total 
assessment among the townships, villages, cities, or wards in propor- 
tion to the real property of the corporations within each, the taxes 
being collected by the county treasurers. 

The real estate of a bank or banking association shall be taxed in 
the place where it is located, in like manner as the real estate of 
persons is taxed . Bank shares are listed at their true value in money 
and taxed where the bank is located. The bank collects the taxes 
due upon its shares of stock from the several owners of such shares, 
and pays same to treasurer of the county, but where incorporated 
banks have no stock the bank is required to pay taxes upon the capi- 
tal employed or the value of the property representing it. 

The shares of. stock of domestic building and loan associations 
upon which no loans have been made or money advanced are taxed 
to the holders individually. Shares and loans advanced to members 
are exempt from taxation. 

The following peculiarities in procedure should be noted : 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon their average 
holdings throughout the year, and not upon what they may happen 
to hold on tax day; transient traders are assessed upon that propor- 
tion of their stock which the time they are present bears to the 
year, and may be assessed whenever they arrive; thus, a trader 
opening a shop for one month only pays on one-twelfth of his stock, 
whether he was present on tax day or not. 

Dogs are listed separately and should not be included in the $300 
of exempted personal property. A per capita tax of $1 on each male 
and spayed female and .$2 on each unspayed female is levied. If 
after paying sheep claims from this fund, there remain more than 
?1,000, the excess may be apportioned for the benefit of societies 
for prevention of cruelty to children and animals, school fund, poor 
fund, or road and bridge fund. 

The county commissioners, the county auditor, and the county 
treasurer in any county, or a majority thereof, when they have rea- 
son to believe that there has not been a full return of property within 
the county for taxation , shall have power to employ any person to 
make inquiry and to furnish the county auditor the facts as to any 
omissions of property for taxation and the evidence necessary to au- 
thorize him to subject to taxation any property improperly omitted 
from the tax duplicate; compensation not to exceed 20 per cent of 
taxes recovered may be granted by the above authorities. In 
counties containing large cities there is no percentage limit on com- 
pensation. 

c. Equalization. -A. board of revision shall not in- 
crease or reduce the aggregate valuation of the real 



property of a county or city as fixed by the tax 
commission. 

Real property valuations are equalized, first, by the quadrennial 
county boards of equalization "so that each tract or lot shall be en- 
tered on the tax list at its true value." At the conclusion of the 
quadrennial appraisement of real property in any municipal cor- 
poration, the board of review therein shall sit as a board for the 
equalization of the value of such real property within their respec- 
tive municipalities. After that the county board may reconvene 
as a "board of revision'' to pass upon complaints which may have 
been fUed with the auditor. The changes made annually in the 
assessment of real property are equalized by the annual county 
boards of review. 

At the completion of the work of the quadrennial assessors, each 
county auditor is required to transmit to the state tax commission 
an abstract of the real property in each taxing district in his county. 
The commission determines whether such property has been 
assessed at its true value in money, and if, in its opinion, it has not, 
the commission may increase or decrease the valuation in any 
county, city, village, or taxing district, or in any ward or division of 
a municipal corporation larger than an election precinct by such 
ratio of per cent as will place the property on the duplicate at its true 
value in money. 

The valuations of personal property, moneys, credits, and invest- 
ments are equalized annually in cities by city boards of review, 
appointed by the state board of appraisers and assessors, and out- 
side of cities by county boards of equalization composed of the 
county commissioners and county auditor. 

The assessment of railroads is equalized annually by the state tax 
commission sitting as a state board of equalization. 

2. Rate — 

The rate for state taxation, expressed in mills upon 
each dollar of the assessed valuation of property, is 
fixed each year by the general assembly. Should the 
general assembly fail to fix the rate, the statutory rates 
provided for each of the several funds prevail. The 
funds for which such rates are fixed are: 

The sinking fund, 0.0335 miUs; the state university 
and normal fund, 0.0825 mills; and common school 
fund, 0.335 mills; the combined rate being 0.451 of 1 
mill on the dollar of taxable property. 

3. Collection — 

The lien for taxes attaches to the property in each 
year on the day preceding the second Monday in April, 
except bank taxes, which attach on the first Monday 
in May. All taxes, state, county, and local, are col- 
lected by the county treasurer. At least one-haK of 
all taxes, and all the road tax, must be paid on or 
before the 20th day of December, the remainder on or 
before the 20th day of June next ensuing. The county 
treasurer is allowed 5 per cent on the amount col- 
lected as delinquent taxes and penalties. Delinquent 
taxes are collected by distraint and sale. 

In case of taxes on real estate which have become delinquent by 
failure to pay one-half on the 20th of December and which can not 
be collected by distraint and sale of personalty, the penalty is 15 
per cent; if such taxes and penalty, including the remaining half 
thereof, are not paid on or before the 20th of June, or collected by 
distress or otherwise prior to the next August settlement, a like 
penalty shall be charged on the last half of such taxes, and this, 
with taxes and cost, is eventually collected by sale of the property. 

On delinquent personal property, the penalty is 10 per cent. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

Prohibited by the constitution for state or county- 
purposes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, and 
any interests therein, whether belonging to inhabitants 
of the state or not, and whether tangible or incangible, 
which shall pass by will or by the intestate laws of the 
state, or by deed, grant, sale, or gift, made or intended 
to take effect in possession or enjoyment after the 
death of the grantor, to any person in trust or other- 
wise, other than to or for the use of the father, mother, 
husband, wife, brother, sister, niece, nephew, lineal 
descendant, adopted child, or person recognized as an 
adopted child and made a legal heir, or the lineal de- 
scendants thereof, the wife or widow of a son, the 
husband of a daughter of a decedent, is subject to a tax 
of 5 per cent of the inheritance above $200. 

Such taxes become due and are payable and a lien 
on the property upon the death of the decedent, and 
are payable into the county treasury; if not paid 
within eighteen months the prosecuting attorney is 
to sue. The state receives 75 per cent and the county 
where collected 25 per cent of the tax. 

If the tax is paid within one year after the death of 
the decedent a discount is allowed at the rate of 1 
per cent per month for each full month that payment 
shall have been made prior to the expiration of said 
year. If not paid within one year interest at the rate 
of 8 per cent shall be charged thereafter. 

Property passing to the state of Ohio, any muni- 
cipal corporation or other political subdivision for 
exclusively public purposes, or to any public institu- 
tion of learning or to any institution in this state for 
the purpose only of public charity, is exempt, whUe 
used exclusively for any such purpose. 

Executors or trustees receiving a bequest or devise 
in lieu of their lawful allowance of property which 
would otherwise be liable to such tax, or if appointed 
residuary legatees and the said bequests, devises, or 
residuary legacies exceed what would be a reasonable 
compensation for their services, such excess shall be 
liable to this tax, and the probate court having juris- 
diction of their accounts shall fix such compensation. 

D. COEPOKATION TAXES. 

All corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax ; but there are a number of additional taxes 
imposed on corporations or upon certain classes of cor- 
porations, payable into the state treasury and used 
solely for the benefit of the state. 

All domestic and foreign corporations (except those 
operating pubhc utility and insurance and building 
and loan companies) are required to pay an annual 
fee of three-twentieths of 1 per cent, domestic corpo- 



rations upon the amount of subscribed or issued and 
outstanding capital stock, and foreign corporations 
upon the proportion of the authorized capital stock 
represented by property owned and used and business 
transacted in the state; this fee to be not less than $10. 

Every corporation, company, joint-stock associa- 
tion, person, firm, copartnership, or voluntary asso- 
ciation, wherever organized or incorporated, engaged 
in the business of operating a pubhc utility (except 
sleeping car, freight line, and equipment companies) 
is required to pay an annual excise tax as follows: 

Street, subvuban, and interurban railroads 1-^ per cent and steam 
railroads 4 per cent upon their gross earnings from intrastate business. 

Express and telegraph companies, 2 per cent; pipe-line companies, 
4 per cent; and electric light, gas, natural gas, waterworks, telephone, 
messenger or signa,l, union depot, heating, cooling, and water trans- 
porta,tion companies, 1-f^ per cent, upon the gross receipts from intra- 
state business. 

Sleeping car, freight Une, and equipment companies are required 
to pay a tax of 1^ per cent upon the amount and value of the pro- 
portion of their capital and property employed by them owned and 
used in the state. 

Foreign insurance companies pay to the state an annual tax equal 
to 2 J per cent of the gross premiums. There are also provisions for 
taxation under the retaliatory law. The gross receipts and earnings 
are determined by the state superintendent of insurance and the 
tax is paid to him. 

The receipts from these sources are credited to the general revenue 
fund. 

For the purpose of maintaining the state fire marshal's department 
and the payment of the expenses incident thereto, each fire insur- 
ance company doing business in the state pays to the superintendent 
of insurance in the month of November of each year, in addition to 
the other taxes required by law to be paid by it, one-half of 1 per 
cent of the gross premium receipts of such company on all business 
transacted in the state during the year next preceding, as shown by 
its annual statement under oath . 

The superintendent of insurance shall pay the money so received 
into the state treasury to the credit of a special fund for the mainte- 
nance of the office of state fire marshal. 

For the purpose of maintaining the department of the public 
service commission of Ohio and the exercise of police supervision 
of raihoads and public utilities of the state by it, a sum not exceed- 
ing $75,000 each year shall be apportioned among and assessed upon 
the railroads and public utiUties within the state by the commis- 
sion, in proportion to the intrastate gross earnings or receipts of such 
railroads and public utihties for the year next preceding that in 
which the assessments are made. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

The state levies a license tax on auctioneers and on 
certain articles sold at auction, the rate being fixed by 
the Court of Common Pleas. Other license taxes are 
as follows: 

Peddlers, if on foot, $12 ; with 2 horses, $28 ; if on boat or train, $60. 
Honorably discharged soldiers and sailors are exempt from these 
licenses. Itinerant vendors, $25 per annum; on the manufacturer, 
importer, or agent of any commercial fertilizer, $30 annually on each 
brand. On the sale of feed stuff, $25 on each brand. 

Fraternal benefit societies pay an annual license tax of $25; 
embalmers, $5; renewal of same, $1; operators of steam boilers, $2; 
dentists, $25; pharmacists, $5; assistant pharmacist, $3; renewals, 
$2 and $1, respectively; pharmacist of another state, $15; assistant 
pharmacist, $10; veterinary surgeon, $5. 
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Physician, preliminary examination, $25; midwifery, $10; oste- 
opathy, $25. 

Non-resident hunter's license, $15 to clerk of county in which one 
desires to hunt, and an additional fee of 25 cents to clerk if demanded . 
To operate and maintain boats in state reservoirs, license fees 
from $1 up are charged . 

The liquor tax is known as the "Dow Law." Upon the business 
of trafficking in spirituous, vinous, malt, or other intoxicating 
liquors, there is assessed annually against every person engaged 
therein for each place where such business is carried on, the sum of 
$1,000, three-tenths of which goes to the state, five-tenths to the 
township or village, and two-tenths to the county. 

In addition, railway corporations conducting dining or buffet 
cars upon which intoxicating liquors are sold pay into the state 
treasury a license of §1,000 or $1,500, according to the length of line 
maintained, controlled, or operated by such corporation. 

Wholesale dealers in cigarettes and cigarette wrappers pay an 
annual license of $30: retail $15; one-half goes to the state and one- 
half to the county. 

Licenses for fishing range from $1 to $12.50 per fishing season, 
according to method and device used. 

To solicit fire, lightning, tornado, explosion, or marine insurance 
by companies not authorized to do business in the state, there is 
charged an annual license fee of $10. 

To conduct a private employment agency, a license fee of from 
$25 to $100, depending on the size of the city in which operated, is 
charged. 

Each gasoUne or steam motor vehicle pays an annual registration 
fee of $5, and each electric motor vehicle one of $3. Manufacturers 
and dealers pay an annual registration fee of $10 for each make of 
motor vehicle, to be determined by the motive power of same. 
Chauffeur's license, $2. 

The secretary of state collects the following fees: Filing articles 
of incorporation, capital stock, $10,000 or under, $10; over $10,000, 
one-tenth of 1 per cent on authorized capital stock; increase of cap- 
ital stock same; agreements of consolidation of corporations having 
a capital stock, one-tenth of 1 per cent of stock of new corporation, 
not less than $10 in any case; filing articles of incorporation of a 
mutual life insurance corporation, not benevolent or charitable, 
having no capital stock, $25; rehgious, benevolent, or literary, 
not for profit and not mutual, $2; building and loan association, 
$10, increase of capital stock, $5; filing certificate of reduction of 
capital stock, $5; copy of acceptance of any provision of law 
by a corporation incorporated prior to the adoption of the pres- 
ent constitution, $5; filing amendment to articles of incorpora- 
tion, 20 cents for each 100 words, in no case less than $5; filing 
certificate of extension of line of a raiboad corporation, etc., 20 
cents for each 100 words, not less than $5; certificate of extension 
of purpose, or change of domicile, $5 ; for filing certificate not herein 
enumerated, 20 cents for each 100 words, in no case less than $5; 
incorporation of municipal corporation, $5; filing certificate of sub- 
scription to 10 per cent of capital stock of a corporation, $2; filing 
name, filed by manufacturers, bottlers, and dealers in ginger ale, 
seltzer water, etc., $5; seal, $1; recording miscellaneous records, 
etc., 20 cents for each 100 words; making copies of articles of incor- 
poration, etc., 10 cents for each 100 words. Foreign corporations 
pay following fees: Capital stock of $100,000 or less, $15; $100,000 
to $300,000, $20; $300,000 to .$500,000, $25; $500,000 to $1,000,000, 
$30; $1,000,000 or more, $50. Foreign corporation increasing its pro- 
portionate capital stock pays a fee of one-tenth of 1 per cent upon 
the increase of its authorized capital stock. 

Mutual companies insuring against loss from death of domestic 
animals pay fee of $5 to superintendent of insurance for filing annual 
statement and for each certificate and renewal of certificate. 

Inspector of steam boilers: Applicant for examination, $10; fee 
for inspection, $5 for internal and external inspection; $2 for in- 
specting boiler while in motion. 

The secretary of state and clerk of the court of common pleas each 
receive a fee of $5 for each statement and certificate of publication. 



and also a fee of $1 for each certified copy of such statement and cer- 
tificate of publication of name, brand, design, etc. 

The superintendent of insurance collects the following fees: Fil- 
ing copy of charter, $25; filing annual statements, $20; each certifi- 
cate of authority, $2; each copy of paper filed, 20 cents per folio 
and $1 for seal. Life insurance companies pay further 1 cent per 
$1,000 insured for making valuations of its policies. 

Bond-investment companies pay supervisor of such companies 
following fees: Filing applications for admission to do business, in 
state, $100; certificate of authority and annual renewal, $50; annual 
statement, $25; issuing certificate of authority to agent, $2; each 
copy of paper filed in office, 50 cents per foUo; affixing seal, $1. 

Foreiga building and loan associations pay to the state inspector 
the following fees: Admission to do business in the state, $100; cer- 
tificate of authority and annual renewal, $50; both foreign and 
domestic associations pay for filing each annual statement as follows: 
Assets, $50,000 or less, $3; $50,000 to $100,000, $5; $100,000 to 
$250,000, $10; $250,000 to $500,000, $20; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $30; 
if more than $1,000,000, $50; for copy of any paper, 25 cents per 
foHo; for affixing seal of oflBce of inspector, $1. Funds to be depos- 
ited with state treasurer. 

Certificate of teachers in public schools, $1.50, to be paid to the 
county board of examiners, 50 cents to be paid into institute fund 
of the county in which applicant writes the examination, and $1 to 
be forwarded to the state commissioner of common schools, who 
shall pay same into the state treasury to credit of general revenue 
fund. 

Foreign insurance company, for making and forwarding annually, 
etc., the interest checks, etc., $25 annually on each $100,000 so 
deposited. 

The public service commission collects certain fees for testing 
appliances and for furnishing any copy of any paper filed with the 
commission. 

Dairy and food commission collects fee of $1 for each registration 
of each manufacturer of cheese. 

The state sealer of weights and measures is allowed the sum of $5 
for each gas meter prover tested. 

State board of accountancy. — Fee for examination, $25. 

Oil inspector fees. — Fifty cents for a single barrel; 30 cents per 
barrel when lot does not exceed 10 barrels of 50 gallons each; 20 
cents when lot does not exceed 50 barrels; 7 cents each for lots ex- 
ceeding 50 barrels. 

Inspector of foods, etc., coUects following fees: _Each barrel of 
wheat flour or rye flour, 3 cents; buckwheat meal, 2 cents; domestic 
spirits, 5 cents; barrel of biscuits, 6 cents; each firkin or keg of 
butter or lard, 3 cents; for packing and inspecting each barrel of 
pork or beef, 20 cents; for each half barrel thereof, 14 cents; for pack- 
ing, examining, and inspecting each barrel of fish, 20 cents; and for 
each barrel of pot or pearl ashes, 12 cents. 

Fee for the establishment of a tobacco warehouse, $5; appointing 
tobacco inspector and approving bond, $3. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Ohio. 

County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property excluded and exempt. — The property- 
subject to taxation and the methods of assessment and 
equalization are the same for county as for state. 

2. Rate— 

Under the statute limiting the rate of levy, the 
aggregate of all taxes that may be levied by a county 
for county purposes in any one year is limited to 3 
mills, except that by a majority vote of the electors 
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of the county additional levies may be made for 
special purposes, provided that the total rate for all 
purposes by all divisions of government having power 
to levy taxes shall not exceed 15 mills. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no comity poU tax. (See Constitution, Art. 
XII, sec. 1.) 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

The county receives 25 per cent of the collateral 
inheritance tax. (See State Revenues, c.) 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no special corporation taxes for the coun- 
ties. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county receives two-tenths of all liquor licenses collected 
therein. 

By the court of common pleas. — Ferries, |2 to ?50 annually, 
together with a fee of 50 cents to the clerk issuing the license. 

By the county auditors. — Traveling or temporary shows, circuses, 
etc., according to population of place where exhibited, $25, $40, 
and $60 per exhibition. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to taxation and the methods 
of assessment and of equalization are the same for 
municipal taxation as for state. 

2. Rate — 

The rate in mills on each doUar of assessed valuar- 
tion is fixed, under certain statutory restrictions as to 
the maximum rates for specified purposes, by the 
township trustees, the trustees of hamlets, or the city 
council. These rates may be exceeded by popular 
vote, but in no case shall the combined rate for all 
taxes exceed 15 mills on the dollar. 

The city council may levy a tax not to exceed three-tenths of a 
mill for police relief fund and one-thirtieth of a mill for "sanitary 
police pension fund." 

The aggregate of all taxes that may be levied by a township for 
township purposes on the taxable property in the township on the 
tax list shall not exceed in any one year 2 mills. 

The aggregate of all taxes that may be levied by a municipal cor- 
poration on the taxable property in the corporation for corporation 
purposes on the tax list shall not exceed in any one year 5 mills. 

The county commissioners of any county, the council of any 
municipal corporation, the trustee of any township or any board of 
education may at any time by a majority vote of all of the members 
elected or appointed thereto declare by resolution that the amount 
of taxes that may be raised by the levy of taxes at the maximum rate 
wiU be insufficient, and that it is expedient to levy taxes at a rate 
in excess of such rate, and cause a copy of such resolution to be cer- 
tified to the deputy state supervisors of the proper county. 



Such proposition shall then be submitted to the electors of such 
taxing district, and if the majority of the electors voting thereon 
approve, it shall be lawful to levy taxes within such taxing dis- 
trict at a rate not to exceed that provided for in the resolution, but 
in no case shall the combined maximum rate for all taxes levied 
exceed 15 mills. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes. In certain cities the 
dog tax is collected by the city clerk. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All males 21 to 55 years of age able to perform or 
cause to be performed the labor (on highways within 
road districts and cities) , except honorably discharged 
soldiers, pensioners, mditiamen, and volunteer fire- 
men, are hable for two days' labor each year on the 
roads or in cities on the streets. This is commutable 
into a tax of $3, to be expended where the labor should 
have been applied. Under certain prescribed condi- 
tions members of volunteer engine companies are 
exempt. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 

taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The municipal corporation or township receives -f^ of all liquor 
licenses collected by the county for business carried on therein. 

The council of any city or village may license and fix the tax on 
advertising signs, auctions, ball alleys, ball grounds, billposters, 
billiard tables, bowling alleys, chattel mortage and salary loan 
brokers, dancing and riding academies, ferries, goods sold on street, 
hawkers, house movers, house boats, hucksters, intelligence offices, 
itinerant vendors, junk shops, livery, sale and boarding stables, 
manufacturers and dealers in explosives, pawnbrokers, peddlers, 
plumbers, pubhc balhooms, race courses, scavengers, secondhand 
dealers, shooting galleries, shows and exhibitions, street musicians, 
taverns, and theaters. 

School Revenues. 

The school districts in Ohio receive an apportion- 
ment from -the state school fund, which is supphed 
from the ad valorem tax on property and from interest 
paid by the state on certain funds created by the sale 
of school lands and the hke ; also an apportionment of 
the county school fund, into which flows a large number 
of miscellaneous fines, fees, and penalties expressly 
devoted to the support of the schools. In addition to 
these there may be levied, on the basis of an estimate 
by the board of education in any district, a district 
school tax. 

The local tax levy for all school purposes shall not 
exceed in any one year 5 mills on the dollar of valuation 
of taxable property in any school district, except by a 
majority vote of the electors in the districts. The 
school levy, however, combined with the levy by other 
civil divisions, must not exceed 15 mills on each dollar 
of valuation in the district. 
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LEGISLATION AFFECTING EEVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Additional duties and powers were given to the state tax com- 
mission, the principal of which was that it should "direct and 
supervise the assessment for taxation of all real and personal prop- 
erty in the state." 

For purposes of taxation the state was divided into assessment 
districts, each county constituting an assessment district. In 
counties having less than 65,000 inhabitants there is one district 
assessor, and in all other counties there are two, constituting the 
district board of assessors. These are deputy state tax commis- 
sioners and are appointed by the governor, and removable by the 
tax commission with the consent of the governor. They hold office 
until their successors are appointed and qualified. Three persons 
are appointed by the tax commission in each assessment district 
to hear complaints and review assessments, and are known as the 
district board of complaints. Deputy assessors, etc., are appointed 
by the district assessors, but all are under the absolute control of 
the tax commission. 

The dates for listing and returning property are changed from 
between the second Monday in April and the third Monday in May 
to between the first Monday in February and the first Monday in 
June. 

The state agricultural commission was created consisting of four 
members, three appointed by the governor and one by the trustees 
of the Ohio State University. This commission succeeded to and 
became possessed of all rights, authority, and powers of the state 
board of agriculture, board of Uve-stock commissioners, board of 
control of the state agricultural experiment station, the state drug 
and food commissioner, the fish and game commission, and state 
board of veterinary examiners. 

An annual tax of one-half of 1 mill on all taxable property in the 
state was levied for the purposes of constituting a state highway 
improvement fund. This levy is to be in addition to all other 
levies for any purposes. Seventy-five per cent of this tax is to be 
applied to the m^ntenance of the state highway department and 
to be used on an intercounty system of highways, and 25 per cent 
on certain main market roads designated as ' ' Routes 1 to 12 . " 

The annual registration fees on motor vehicles were increased, for 
motor cycles to $.3; for electric motor vehicles to $5; for gasoline or 



steam motor vehicles from $5 to ?18, according to horsepower; and 
for manufacturers and dealers to $20 for each make of motor vehicle, 
to be determined by the motive power. 

All persons or corporations subject to examination and inspection 
by the superintendent of banks pay an annual fee of |30 and one 
seventy-fifth of 1 per cent of their aggregate resources. Those com- 
ing into the state to transact business pay the same amount for 
certificate authorizing them to commence business. In the case 
of foreign trust companies this fee is $50. 

Dealers in stocks, bonds, mortgages, and other securities, and real 
estate not located in Ohio pay to the superintendent of banks an 
annual fee of $50., and $5 for each agent ("Blue Sky" law). 

A budget system is established for all state officers, departments, 
and institutions, such budgets to be submitted to the governor in 
the even numbered years for their wants for the biennial period 
beginning with the 1st of July following. 

The fees of foreign building and loan associations payable to 
inspector of building and loan associations were advanced as fol- 
lows: For filing application for admission to do business in the 
state, $500; each certificate of authority and annual renewal thereof, 
$200; for filing each annual report, $20, and in addition, one one- 
hundredth of 1 per cent of its assets. 

Under certain conditions counties are authorized to appropriate 
money and issue bonds in aid of canals. 

The amount of exemption from the inheritance tax was raised 
from $200 to $500, and the apportionment was changed from 75 per 
cent to the state and 25 per cent to the county to 50 per cent to the 
state and 50 per cent to the city, village, or township in which the 
said tax originated. 

The rate of taxation authorized to be levied by the county com- 
missioners for turnpike road purposes was reduced from 6 to 2 mills 
on the dollar of valuation on the taxable property in the county. 

Fishing licenses were raised from $1 to $12.50 to $1.50 to $20 per 
fishing season, according to the method and device used. The law 
relating to hunters' licenses was changed so as to require residents 
of the state to procure such license and fixing the fee for same at $1. 
Township clerks were authorized to issue such licenses. The fee 
for physicians of other states desiring to practice in Ohio without 
examination was made $50. 



OKLAHOMA. 



The constitution of Oklahoma was adopted in 
1907. It provides an extensive code of revenue laws 
which has been supplemented by statutes so that the 
general revenue laws now in force are definite as to the 
classification of all forms of taxable property and the 
requirements of listing same, the duties and powers of 
assessors, and the manner of equalizing assessments 
by boards of equalization for state and counties. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 3. * * * Land belonging to citizens of the United States 
residing without the limits of the state shall never be taxed at a 
higher rate than the land belonging ta residents thereof. No taxes 
shall be imposed by the legislature on lands or property belonging 
to or which may hereafter be purchased by the United States or 
reserved for its use. 

'■ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
The Revised Laws of Oklahoma, 1910. 
Session Laws to 1913. 



ARTICLE V. 

Sec. 50. The legislature shall pass no law exempting any property 
within this state from taxation, except as otherwise provided in this 
constitution. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax 
sufficient, with other resources, to defray the estimated ordinary 
expenses of the state for each fiscal year. 

Sec 3. Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed 
the income, the legislature may provide for levying a tax for the 
ensuing fiscal year, which, with other resources, shall be sufficient 
to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated ordinary expenses 
of the state for the ensuing year. 

Sec 4. For the purpose of paying the state debt, if any, the 
legislature shall provide for levying a tax, annually, sufficient to 
pay the annual interest and principal of such debt within 25 years 
from the final passage of the law creating the debt. 

Sec 5. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, sus- 
pended, or contracted away. Taxes shall be uniform upon the 
same class of subjects. 

Sec 6. All property used for f'-ee public libraries, free museums, 
public cemeteries, property used exclusively for schools, colleges, 
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and all property used exclusively for religious and charitable pur- 
poses, and all property of the United States, and of this state, and 
of counties and of municipalities of this state; household goods 
of the heads of famihes, tools, implements, and Uve stock employed 
in the support of the family, not exceeding $100 in value, and .all 
growing crops shall be exempt from taxation: Provided, That all 
property not herein specified now exempt from taxation under 
the laws of the territory of Oklahoma, shall be exempt from taxa- 
tion until otherwise provided by law : And -provided further, That 
there shall be exempt from taxation to all ex-Union and ex-Con- 
federate soldiers, bona fide residents of this state, and to all widows 
of ex-Union and ex-Confederate soldiers who are heads' of families 
and bona fide residents of this state, personal property not exceed- 
ing $200 in value. 

All property owned by the Murrow Indian Orphan Home, located 
in Coal County, and all property owned by the Whittaker Orphan 
Home, located in Mayes County, so long as the same shall be used 
exclusively as free homes or schools for orphan children and for 
poor and indigent persons, and all fraternal orphan homes and 
other orphan homes, together with all their charitable funds, shall 
be exempt from taxation, and such property as may be exempt by 
reason of treaty stipulations existing between the Indians and 
the United States Government, or by Federal laws, during the 
force and effect of such treaties or Federal laws. The legislature 
may authorize any incorporated city or town, by a majority vote 
of its electors voting thereon, to exempt manufacturing estabhsh- 
ments and pubUc utilities from municipal taxation, for a period 
not exceeding five years, as an inducement to their location. 

Sec. 7. The legislature may authorize county and municipal 
corporations to levy and collect assessments for local improve- 
ments upon property benefited thereby, homesteads included, 
without regard to a cash valuation. 

Sec. 8. All property which may be taxed ad valorem shall be 
assessed for taxation at its fair cash value, estimated at the price it 
would bring at a fair voluntary sale * * * 

Sec. 9. Except as herein otherwise provided the total taxes, on 
an ad valorem basis, for all purposes, state, county, township, city, or 
town, and school district taxes, shall not exceed in any one year 
31^ mills on the dollar, to be divided as follows: 

State levy, not more than 3^ mills; county levy, not more than 
8 mills: Provided, That any county may levy not exceeding 2 
mills additional for county high school and aid to common schools 
of the county, not over 1 mill of which shall be for such high school, 
and the aid to said common schools shall be apportioned]as provided 
by law; township levy, not more than 5 mills; city or town levy, 
not more than 10 mills; school district levy, not more than 5 mills 
on the dollar for school district purposes, for support of common 
schools: Provided further, That the aforesaid annual rate for school 
purposes may be increased by any school district by an amount not 
to exceed 10 mills on $1 valuation, on condition that a majority of 
the voters thereof voting at an election vote for said increase. 

Sec. 10. For the purpose or erecting public buildings in counties, 
cities, or school districts, the rates of taxation herein limited, may 
be increased, when the rate of such increase and the purpose for 
which it is intended shall have been submitted to a vote of the 
people, and a majority of the qualified voters of such county, city, 
or school district, voting at such election, shall vote therefor: 
Provided, That such increase shall not exceed 5 mills on the dollar 
of the assessed value of the taxable property in such county, city, 
or school district. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall have power to provide for the 
levy and collection of Ucense, franchise, gross revenue, excise, 
income, collateral and direct inheritance, legacy and succession 
taxes; also graduated income taxes, graduated collateral and 
direct inheritance taxes, graduated legacy and succession taxes; 
also stamp, registration, production, or other specific taxes. 

Sec. 13. The state may select its subjects of taxation, and levy 
and collect its revenues independent of the counties, cities, or other 
tnunicipal subdivisions. 



Sec. 14. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws, and 
for public purposes only. * * * 

Sec. 18. The legislature may authorize the levy and collection of 
a poll tax on all electors of this state under 60 years of age, not 
exceeding $2 per capita per annum, and may provide a penalty for 
the nonpayment thereof. 

Sec. 19. Every act enacted by the legislature, and every ordi- 
nance and resolution passed by any county, city, town, or munic- 
ipal board or local legislative body, levying a tax shall specify 
distinctly the purpose for which said tax is levied, and no tax 
levied and collected for one purpose shall ever be devoted to 
another purpose. 

Sec 20. The legislature shall not impose taxes for the purpose of 
any county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, but may, 
by general laws, confer on the proper authorities thereof, respec- 
tively, the power to assess and collect such taxes. 

Sec. 21. There shall be a state board of equalization , consisting of 
the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, attor- 
ney general, state inspector and examiner, and the president of the 
board of agriculture. The duty of said board shall be to adjust and 
equalize the valuation of real and personal property of the several 
counties in the state, and it shall perform such other duties as may 
be prescribed by law, and they shall assess all railroads and public 
service corporation property. 

Sec 22. Nothing in this constitution shall be held or construed 
to prevent the classification of property for purposes of taxation, 
and the valuation of different classes by different means or methods. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Sec 3. The legislature shall have power to and shall provide for 
a system of levees, drains, and ditches and of irrigation in this state 
when deemed expedient, and provide for a system of taxation on 
the lands affected or benefited by such levees, drains, and ditches 
and irrigation, or on crops produced on such land, to discharge such 
bonded indebtedness or expenses necessarily incurred in the estab- 
lishment of such improvements; and to provide for compulsory 
issuance of bonds by the owners or lessees of the lands benefited or 
affected by such levees, drains, and ditches or irrigation. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

Sec 2. Until otherwise provided by law, all foreign insurance 
companies, including surety and bond companies, doing business 
in the state, except fraternal insurance companies, shall pay to the 
insurance commissioner for the use of the state an entrance fee as 
follows : 

Each foreign life insurance company, per annum, |200; each for- 
eign fire insurance company, per annum, $100; each foreign acci- 
dent and health insurance company, jointly, per annum, $100; each 
surety and bond company, per annum, $150; each plate glass insur- 
ance company, (not accident), per annum, $25; each foreign live- 
stock insurance company, per annum, $25. 

Until otherwise provided by law, domestic companies excepted, 
each insurance company, including surety and bond companies 
doing business in this state, shall pay an annual tax of 2 per cent on 
all premiums collected in the state, after all cancellations are 
deducted, and a tax of .?3 on each local agent. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The tax assessors in the several counties elected for a term 
of two years. 

(2) County treasurer, who is ex oflicio tax collector, elected for a 
term of two years. Delinquent taxes are collected by the county 
sheriff. 

(3) County board of equalization, co mposed of the board of county 
commissioners, of which the county assessor is secretary. 
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(4) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, state 
auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, attorney general, state 
examiner and inspector, and the president of the board of agricul- 
ture. The same officers constitute a board of assessors for the pur- 
pose of assessing the property of public service corporations. 

(5) The corporation commission and the state auditor, who admin- 
ister the taxes on the gross receipts of public service corporations 
and of mines. 

(6) County excise board, composed of county clerk, county treas- 
urer, county judge, county superintendent, and county attorney. 

State Revenxjes. 

a. general peoperty taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^AE property 
in the state, whether real or personal, including the 
property of corporations, banks, and bankers, except 
such as is exempt, is subject to the general property 
tax. 

(1) Real property, for the purpose of taxation, is construed to 
mean the land itself and all buildings, structures, and improve- 
ments or other fixtures of whatsoever kind thereon, and all rights 
and privileges thereto belonging or in any wise appertaining, and 
all mines, minerals, quarries, and trees on or under the same. 

(2) Personal property, for the purpose of taxation, includes: 

All goods, chattels, moneys, credits, and effects; all improve- 
ments made by others upon lands, the fee of which is vested in the 
United States or this state; all improvements, including elevators 
and other structures, upon lands the title to which is vested in any 
railway company or other corporation whose property is not subject 
to the same mode and rule of taxation as other property; the stock 
of nurserymen, growing or otherwise; the amount of money invested 
in bonds, stocks, or credits outside of the state of Oklahoma; all 
public stock and securities, and stocks or shares in any national or 
other bank or company incorporated under the laws of this or any 
other state or of the United States, and situated and transacting 
business in this state; all shares in foreign corporations owned by 
residents of this state; all horses and neat cattle, mules, asses, 
sheep, swine, and goats; all household furniture, including gold 
and silver plate, musical instruments, watches, and jewelry; private 
libraries; all vehicles for transporting persons for pleasure or profit; 
all wagons, vehicles, or carriages; all implements or machinery 
appertaining to agricultural labor; all machinery and materials used 
by manufactories and all manufactured articles; annuities; all 
moneys, goods, or property and capital employed in merchandizing; 
all agricultural implements or machinery, goods, wares, merchan- 
dise or other chattels in this state in possession or under the control 
of or held for sale by any warehouseman, agent, factor, or repre- 
sentative in any capacity of any manufacturer or any dealer or 
agent of any such manufacturer; personal property belonging to 
persons or companies doing freight or transportation business and 
belonging wholly or in part to persons within this state for such 
part as is owned by said persons. 

In addition to the schedule of tax exemptions provided for in 
Article X of the constitution, the following property is exempted 
from taxation by statutory legislation : 

The engines and equipment of fire companies; all property, both 
real and personal, of scientific, educational, and benevolent institu- 
tions, colleges or societies, devoted solely to the appropriate objects 
of these institutions; the books, papers, furniture, scientific or other 
apparatus pertaining to the above institutions and used solely for the 
purposes above contemplated, and the like property of students in 
any such institutions used for the purpose of their education; all 
breaking and wells on lands upon which final proof has not been 
made; family portraits; all food and fuel provided in kind for the 
use of the family, not to exceed provisions for one year's time; and 



all grain and forage necessary to maintain for one year the live stock 
used in supporting the family; all pensions from the United States 
or from any of the states until paid into the hands of the pensioners; 
polls of all active members in good standing, not to exceed 30 
in, number, of fire companies in cities and towns of more than 
1,000 inhabitants, and not exceeding 15 in towns and villages 
of less than 1,000 inhabitants, provided that such fire company 
owns at least $500 worth of apparatus; the shares issued by a 
building and loan association and loaning its funds to members 
within this state and the notes and mortgages of building and loan 
associations doing business in this state under the laws of this state 
and which are given by the members of such association upon real 
estate located in the state and which real estate is subject to taxa- 
tion under the laws of the state. 

Personal property used in the operation and development of the 
use of the waters known as "Tinderflow water" by controlling and 
bringing to the earth's surface said underflow water in sufficient 
volume for practical use for irrigation or domestic purposes, shall 
be exempt from taxation for the period of five years as to any and 
all such personal property; and any incorporated city or town may 
likewise exempt by ordinance from municipal taxation for the 
period of five years from the time such water is delivered to such 
city or town in a satisfactory manner in order to encourage and 
induce the development of gravity underflow water plants. 

i. Assessment. — ^The assessment of all property, ex- 
cept that of pubhc service corporations, is made by 
the coimty assessors. The operative property and 
franchises of public service corporations are assessed 
by the state board of equahzation. All property is to 
be assessed at its fair cash value, "estimated at the 
price it would bring at a fair voluntary sale." The 
assessment refers to the 1st day of January and is to 
be completed and the report thereof transmitted to the 
state board of equalization not later than the Saturday 
before the third Monday in June. 

Every person owning taxable property is required to list his 
property and the assessor is required to administer an oath as to 
the correctness'of the list. 

The assessment made by the board of equalization is, in the case 
of railroads, apportioned to the counties, townships, cities, and 
school districts on the basis of the mileage of main track in each; as 
to the property of other classes of public service corporations the law 
is not explicit as to the method of apportionment, but it does pro- 
vide that the board shall certify the assessment to the county clerks. 

National bank stock is assessed to the stockholders at the place 
where the bank is located at its par value as of February 1. The 
banks pay the tax and have a hen on the stock and the divi- 
dends to secure reimbursement. The net receipts of foreign insur- 
ance companies are taxed as personal property of the agency. 

Personal property is listed and taxed in the county, township, 
and school district in which the owner resides on the 1st day of 
January. The property of banks, bankers, brokers, insurance, and 
other companies, merchants, and manufacturers is listed and taxed 
in the county, township, city, and school districts where their busi- 
ness is usually done. Animals and farming implements are listed 
where kept, unless the owner lives outside a city, in which case it is 
listed in the territory where the owner resides. 

Personal property situated and kept in unorganized counties is 
assessed by the assessor of the organized county to which it is 
attached for judicial purposes. 

Merchants and manufacturers list their stock by estimating the 
amount on hand during each month of the preceding year and 
dividing by the number of months. Commission merchants list 
their property and that in their hands for sale in the same manner 
as merchants. 
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In case any person required by law to list his property fails to do 
BO, the assessor is to estimate it and the valuation placed upon it by 
the assessor can not be reduced by the board of equalization. A 
penalty of 50 per cent is added for refusal to make a list. 

Depreciated bank notes and depreciated stocks are to be esti- 
mated at their current value, and credits at what the persons listing 
them believe will be received or can be collected, and annuities at 
■what they are worth in money. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes taxes over the county. It has authority to 
raise, lower, and adjust individual assessments; to add 
omitted property, and to cancel assessments of prop- 
erty not taxable. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
counties. It may raise or lower the assessment of any 
county as a whole or that of any class or classes of 
property therein. 

Appeals may be taken from all county boards of 
equahzation to the county district court, within 30 days 
after the adjournment thereof, and to the supreme 
court, if from the state board, within 60 days after the 
adjournment of such board. 

2. Rate — 

The state rate is limited by the constitution to not to 
exceed 3 J mills on the dollar. The actual rate within 
this limit is to be determined by the state board of 
equalization and it shall specify the purpose for which 
the tax is levied and shall in no case exceed the amount 
appropriated by the legislature for such purpose. In 
making the estimate the board allows 20 per cent for 
■delinquencies. 

3. Collection — 

One-haK of all taxes levied upon an ad valorem 
basis becomes due on the 1st day of November, and if 
not paid on or before the 1st day of January, the entire 
tax levied becomes delinquent. If the first half is 
paid by the 1st day of December, the second half be- 
comes delinquent on the 15th of June thereafter. 

All delinquent taxes, as a penalty, bear interest at 
the rate of 18 per cent per annum. 

The county treasurer is required to notify each tax- 
payer of the amount of his taxes and when the same 
become due and deUnquent. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

See county poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property or the income from property passing 
by wUl or under the intestate laws of the state, or by 
gift in contemplation of death, to any person, associa- 
tion, or corporation, other than those organized solely 
for religious, charitable, or educational purposes, said 
property to be used exclusively within the state, is 
subject to a tax in the following cases: 

1. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of this 
state from any person dying possessed of the property while a 
resident of the state. 



2. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of property 
within the state or within its jurisdiction and the decedent was a 
nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

3. When the transfer is of property made by a resident or by a 
nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within the state 
or within its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, 
made in contemplation of the death of the grantor, vendor, or donor, 
or intended to take effect in possession or enjoyment at or after such 
death. 

4. When any person shall exercise a power of appointment, de- 
rived from disposition of property made before or after the passage 
of this chapter, such appointment when made shall be deemed a 
transfer taxable in the same manner as though the property belonged 
to the donee of such power. 

5. The tax imposed hereby shall be upon the clear 
market value of such property at the rates hereinafter 
prescribed. 

Class 1. Where the beneficiary shall be the husband, wife. Lineal 
issue, lineal ancestor, or adopted child of the decedent, or any child 
to whom such decedent for not less than 10 years prior to such 
transfer stood in a mutually acknowledged relationship of parent, 
provided such relationship began at or before the child's fifteenth 
birthday and was continuous thereafter for the said 10 years, or any 
lineal issue of such adopted or mutually acknowledged child, 
exempt, to the widow, §10,000, to others, §5,000; primary rate 
1 per cent; rate increases by one one-hundred-and-twenty-fifth of 
1 per cent for each |100 increase over $5,000. 

Class 2. Where a beneficiary shall be the brother or sister, or a 
descendant of a brother or sister, a wife or widow of a son, or the 
husband of a daughter of the decedent, exempt $500; primary rate 
1 J per cent; rate increases one-fiftieth of 1 per cent for each $100 in 
value over $2,000. 

Class 3. Where the beneficiary shall be the brother or sister of the 
father or mother of the decedent, or a, descendant of the same, 
exempt $250; primary rate 3 per cent; rate increases by one-fiftieth 
of 1 per cent for each $100 over $2,000. 

Class 4. Where the beneficiary shall be the brother or sister of the 
grandfather or grandmother of the decedent, or a descendant of the 
same, exempt $150; primary rate 4 per cent; rate increases one- 
tenth of 1 per cent for each $100 over $500. 

Class 5. Where the beneficiary shall be in any other degree of 
collateral consanguinity than is hereinbefore stated, or shall be a 
stranger in blood, or a body politic or corporate, exempt $100; 
primary rate 5 per cent; rate increases one-tenth of 1 per cent for 
each $100 over $500. 

The cumulative increase of the tax rate of each $100 
of value of testamentary gifts in excess of $500 was 
interpreted by the supreme court in the case of Mc- 
Gamion et al. v. State ex rel. Trapp, in a decision 
handed down in which the court says that the law is 
constitutional, but it repudiates the arithmetical pro- 
gression in the computation of the tax, and holds that 
the law provides for but one increase of rate over the 
primary rate in any class. 

If the tax is paid within one year, a discount of 5 
per cent is allowed ; if not paid within 18 months, inter- 
est at the rate of 10 per cent is charged. 

This tax is paid into the state treasury, one-half to 
be used for the public schools of the state and one- 
haK for general state purposes. 

D. COEPORATION TAXES. 

AU public service corporations, which term is de- 
fined to include all transportation and transmission 
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companies, all gas, electric, light, heat and power 
companies, pipe Hne companies, waterworks, and 
water power companies, and all persons or corpora- 
tions authorized to exercise the right of eminent 
domain or to use or occupy any right of way, street, 
alley, or public highway, along, over, or under the 
same in a manner not permitted to the general pub- 
lic, are subject to a tax on their gross receipts at the 
rates set forth below. These taxes are in addition 
to the taxes levied and collected upon an ad valorem 
basis upon the property and assests of such corpora- 
tions. If the company operates both within and 
without the state, the amount of gross receipts sub- 
ject to the tax is that portion of the total receipts 
that the business done in the state bears to the whole 
business, unless satisfactory evidence is presented to 
the corporation commission at any time prior to the 
time fixed for payment of said tax that some other 
proportion more fairly represents the proportion of 
receipts within the state. 

The rates are: Railroads, one-half of 1 per cent; sleeping and other 
car companies and express companies, 3 per cent; pipe lines, 2 
per cent; telephone companies, one-half of 1 per cent; telegraph 
companies, 2 per cent; electric light, gas, heat, and power companies, 
one-half of 1 per cent; waterworks companies, one-fourth of 1 per 
cent; all others, 1 per cent. 

All persons, firms, associations, or corporations en- 
gaged in the mining of coal or asphalt or of ores bear- 
ing lead, zinc, jack, gold, silver, copper, or of petroleum 
or other mineral oil, or natural gas, are subject to a 
state tax on their gross receipts from production at 
the rates set forth below. These taxes are to be in 
addition to the taxes levied and collected on an ad 
valorem basis. 

The rates for coal are one-half of 1 per cent; for the ores named 
and for asphalt, one-half of 1 per cent; for petroleum or other mineral 
oil or natural gas, one-half of 1 per cent. A rebate is allowed on 
the just proportion of taxes paid on the crude product turned into 
finished product and thereafter paying an ad valorem tax on the 
finished product. 

These taxes are levied and assessed under the supervision of the 
state auditor, to whom the reports are to be made and who has 
power to investigate the books, etc., in order to arrive at the amount 
of the tax;es. In computing the said tax the amount of royalty 
required to be paid for the benefit of the Indian citizens, Indian 
tribe, or landlord shall be deducted from the actual cash value of 
the entire gross production. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Every corporation in order to transact business must procure 
annually a state license therefor : Provided, That this shall not apply 
to railroad or car companies, electric railroad, telephone and tele- 
graph, heat, light, and power, waterworks, and water power, insur- 
ance, banking or trust companies, building and loan associations, 
or to any corporation not organized for profit or to any corporation 
in the year that the fee for incorporation is paid. For each domestic 
company a license fee of 50 cents for each $1,000 of its authorized 
capital stock or leas, and for each foreign corporation, $1 for each 
$1,000 of its capital stock employed in its business done in the state: 
Provided further, That the license fees provided tor in this act shall 
not be required on that portion of its capital stock upon which a 
production, income, or gross-receipts tax is levied. 



The fee is payable to the state treasurer and applied to the pay- 
ment of the ordinary expenses of the state government. 

Fraternal insurance companies. — Annual license, $5; mutual 
insurance companies with membership of not less than 1,000, insur- 
ing against fire, lightning, and wind storms, $5, and a fee of 50 cents. 
tor each agent appointed; mutual hail insurance companies, $5; 
cotton ginners' insurance, $10; itinerant vendors of drugs and 
advertising cures, $100; automobile license, $1. 

Hunter's license. — $1.25 to citizen of state; none required for 
hunting raccoon, fox, opossum, wolves, or rabbits, with dogs only; 
citizen of United States but not a resident of Oklahoma 60 days 
previous to application for license and not including right to 
hunt deer, turkey, or prairie chicken, $15; by alien, with same 
restrictions as to deer, turkey, or prairie chicken, $25. 

Each foreign insurance company, including surety and bond 
companies, doing business in this state, pays in addition to the- 
entrance tee an annual tax of 2 per cent on all premiums collected 
in the state, after all cancellations and dividends to policyholders 
are deducted, and a tax of $3 on each local agent, which taxes shall 
be in Ueu of all other taxes or tees and the taxes and tees of any 
subdivision or municipality of the state. 

Manufacturer or importer of commercial fertilizer, $20 on each 
brand. Private employment agency, $5 per annum. 

Dentists, examination, $25; pharmacists, examination, $10; 
annual fee, not to exceed $2; license to applicants from other- 
states, $15. 

Embalmers, examination, $5; annual fee, $1. 

Physicians, examination, $15; registration tee without examina- 
tion, $25. 

Attorneys, examination, $12; those not required to be examined, 
$5, in addition to tee tor issuance of license. 

Nurses, registration fee, $5. 

Recording marks and brands, $1. 

Collected by secretary of state. — For fiUng articles of incorpora- 
tion, one-tenth of 1 per cent of the authorized capital stock of such 
corporations, but the minimum fee is $3; corporations organized tor 
religious or charitable pinposes, $2. For issuing license to a foreign 
corporation and filing copy of charter, the same fee as required of 
domestic corporations tor filing articles of incorporation and issuing- 
certificates therefor. For affixing the certificate of the secretary 
and seal of the state, $1. For each commission issued by the- 
govemor, $1. For recording any instrument in the secretary's 
office, per foUo, 25 cents. For copy of any paper or document, per 
100 words, 10 cents. For each commission issued to commissioner- 
of deeds in a foreign state or territory, $5. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

At the time of making the assessment of property 
the assessor is to obtain from each person, under oath, 
a statement as to whether his income from salaries, 
fees, trade, profession, and property upon which a 
gross receipts or excess tax has not been paid, any or 
all of them, for the year ending June 30 last preced- 
ing was in excess of $3,500. The excess of the in- 
come over $3,500 is subject to a graduated tax at the 
following rates: 

Five mills on the dollar if the income is over -SB, 500 and less than 
$5,000; 7J mills on the dollar on the excess over $5,000 and less than 
$10,000; 12 mills on the dollar on the excess over $10,000 and less 
than $20,000; 15 mills on the dollar on the excess over $20,000 and 
less than $50,000; 20 mills on the dollar on the excess over $50,000 
and less than $100,000; and 33 J mills on the dollar on all amounts 
over ?100,000 of all gross incomes. 

This tax does not fall on any income derived from 
property upon which a gross-receipts or excise tax_ 
has been paid. 
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Graduated land tax. — In addition to paying the reg- 
Tilar ad valorem tax on land, aU persons owning land 
of taxable value in excess of 640 acres of average 
taxable value, pay an annual tax upon the average 
value of the excess, at the following rates: 

When the land is over 640 acres and not over 1,280 acres of aver- 
age taxable value, one-fovirth of 1 per cent upon the excess; over 
1,280 acres and not over 3,000 acres of average taxable value, 1 per 
cent on the excess over 1,280 acres; land in excess of 3,000 acres 
and not in excess of 5,000 acres, 2 per cent on the excess over 3,000 
acres; land of average taxable value in excess of 5,000 acres and not 
over 10,000 acres, 5 per cent per annum on the excess over 5,000 
acres; over 10,000 acres and not over 25,000 acres, 10 per cent on the 
excess over 10,000 acres. (No rate is named if the acreage is over 
25,000.) For the purpose of this tax the land in Oklahoma is as- 
sumed to have an average value of $20 per acre. Three hundred 
and twenty acres of land is exempt from this tax regardless of the 
value of the land. This tax is in addition to the regular ad valo- 
rem taxes on the land. (The wording of the statute is not very 
precise and is somewhat hard to interpret. It seems to turn on 
the assumed average value of $20 per acre. It appears to mean, 
tor example, that if a person owned 5,000 acres of land worth $40 
an acre, that would be counted the same as 10,000 acres "of aver- 
age taxable value." Of this assumed 10,000 acres, 640 would pay 
only the regular taxes; the next 640 would pay one-fourth of 1 
per cent additional tax; the next 720 acres, 1 per cent; 2,000, 2 
per cent; 5,000, 5 per cent. Presumably, if the land were worth, 
say, $10 per acre, 5^000 would be regarded as only 2,500 acres "of 
average taxable value," and so on for other amounts and values. 
Hence the significance of the statement that 320 acres shall be 
exempt regardless of value.) 

In addition to other taxes levied all persons holding land under 
lease or rental contract or title less than fee simple in excess of 640 
acres are to pay a tax on the income, rents, and profits accruing to 
the lessee from such land in excess of 640 acres at the following rates: 
When the land is over 640 acres and not over 1,280 acres, 1 per cent 
on the income fi'om the excess over 640 acres; when the land is over 
1,280 acres and not over 2,500 acres, 3 per cent; over 2,500 acres and 
not over 5,000 acres, 5 per cent; over 5,000 acres and not over 10,000 
acres, 10 per cent. (No rate is named for holdings in excess of 
10,000 acres.) 

County Revenxies. 

a. general peopertt taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and equalization are the same for county as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The rate is determined by the county commission- 
ers subject to the constitutional limitation and any 
lesser l imi t prescribed by statute. 

The rate for county purposes as limited by the con- 
stitution is not to exceed 8 mills on the dollar. 

The county levy as fixed by statute shall not ex- 
ceed 5 nulls and not exceeding 1 mill additional in aid 
of the common schools of the county and in any 
county in which a high school is located, an additional 
levy of not more than 1 mill may be made for the 

' It has been held by the courts that the road tax here described 
is not a poll tax within the meaning of sec. 18, Article X, of the con- 
Btitution, limiting the amount of such tax to be levied to $2. 



county high school, provided that in counties having 
an assessed valuation of less than $4,000,000, the 
county levy shall not exceed 6 mills. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. County commissioners 
may contract with any person to assist the proper 
officers in the discovery of property not listed and 
assessed, and may fix the compensation of such per- 
sons at not over 15 per cent of the taxes recovered. 

B. POLL TAXES.' 

Every male person aged between 21 and 50 years, 
having resided in the state for 30 days and not being a 
county or township charge and who has not performed 
road duty within or without the state in that year, is 
subject to road duty of four days of eight hours, in 
each year, but may furnish a satisfactory substitute, 
and one day's work of man and team is equivalent to 
two days' work of man alone. But any person sub- 
ject to road duty may become exempt therefrom by 
paying $1.25 for each day so exempted to the super- 
visor of his road district which shall be paid into the 
township treasury for the benefit of the road district. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

These taxes are not used by the county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Ferries, fixed by county commissioners. 

An annual county tax of ?50 is levied upon itinerant vendors 
doing business in any county of the state. The proceeds of this 
tax go to the county road fund. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and equahzation are the same for municipal as 
for state and county taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The rate for all purposes, state, county, city, town- 
ship, town and school district purposes is limited by 
the constitution to 31 4 mills on the dollar. As the 
state may levy 3^ mills and the county 8 mills, the 
local rates are restricted to 20 mills plus any portion 
of the state or county hmits not used. 

The limitation on rates prescribed by statute for 
tax levies in cities and other subdivisions are: 

City levy, not more than 7 mills; incorporated town may levy, 
not more than 5 mills; township levy, not more than 3 mills; school 
district levy, for the support of common schools, not more than 5 
mills. These rates may be exceeded by popular vote. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state and county. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

The city council has power to impose a poll tax of 
not exceeding $1 on all able-bodied males between the 
ages of 21 and 60 years, and the trustees of towns are 
authorized to levy a poU tax of $1 on all able-bodied 
males over 21 and under 50 years of age. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city council and the town board of trustees have authority to 
levy and collect a license tax on auctioneers, contractors, druggists, 
hawkers, peddlers, bankers, brokers, pawnbrokers, merchants of 
all kinds, grocers, confectioners, restaurants, butchers, taverns, 
public boarding houses, billiard tables, bowling alleys, and other 
amusement devices; drays, hacks, and other vehicles used in the 
city for pay; hay scales, lumber dealers, furniture dealers, saddle 
and harness dealers, stationers, jewelers, livery stable keepers; 
real estate agents, express companies, life and fire insurance com- 
panies or agencies, telegraph companies, theaters, etc.; doctors, 
dentists, blacksmiths, all manufacturing establishments, cotton 
gins, mills and elevators, plumbers and tinners; male dogs, $1; 
female dogs, $2. 

School Eevenues. 

School funds of the state are apportioned to the 
various counties in proportion to school population. 
The county school fund consists in a levy not to exceed 
2 miUs on the dollar of the taxable property of the 
county, of which not over 1 mill shaU be for high 
schools, which, with the proceeds of all moneys col- 
lected from fines, forfeitures, escheats, proceeds from 
the sale of estrays, penalties, and money collected 
from marriage licenses, is apportioned to the school 
districts. Additional funds may also be provided by 
local district levies not to exceed 5 mills. 

One-half the amount received from the inheritance 
tax is also used for the public schools of the state. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The followuig fees were added: Registration of trained nurses, 
$10; veterinary registration, $15; dentists from other states, |25; 
certificate of standing for dentist desiring a change of residence, $5; 
farmers' mutual fire association registration fee, $10; annual cer- 
tificate of renewal, $3; agents' certificate of authority, 50 cents. 

In all counties the total levy for current expenses of each county, 
city, and town or school district was fixed as follows: County levy 



not more than 4 mills, and not exceeding 1 mill additional in aid 
of the com m on schools; where the assessed valuation is less than 
$4,000,000 the county levy is not to exceed 6 mills for current ex- 
penses, and 1 mill in aid of common schools; where the assessed 
valuation is less than $10,000,000 and not less than $4,000,000, the 
county levy is not to exceed 5 mills for current expenses, and 1 miU 
for common schools; city levy not to exceed 6 mills; incorporated 
towns not to exceed 4 mills; township levy not to exceed IJ mills. 
"Current expenses" do not include any payment to be made on 
the bonded indebtedness or any judgment against such county 
or minor civil divisions. 

Building and loan associations obtain certificates of authority 
for periods of six months each, upon the payment of $2.50; they 
also pay certain examination fees. 

AH corporations organized for profit other than public service 
corporations, including National and state banks and trust com- 
panies, are assessed in the county, town, district, or city where 
located upon the net value of their moneyed capital, surplus, and 
undivided profit as the same exist on the first day of January of 
each year less the assessed valuation of any real estate located in 
the state and listed separately in the name of such corporations. 

All persons, firms, associations, or corporations engaged in the 
production of petroleum or other minerals, oil or natural gas, pay 
state tax of | of 1 per cent of the gross value of the output. ' 

All interstate transportation and transmission companies pay an 
annual tax of 4 per cent of their gross receipts. This tax is in lieu 
of all other taxes payable by such companies in the state. 

All persons, firms, associatipns, joint stock companies, or corpora- 
tions owning any land in the state in excess of an aggregate of 640 
acres, pay upon the excess the following annual license tax for the 
purpose of the general expenses of the state government: For each 
dollar of valuation as assessed for ad valorem taxes in the preceding 
year the following schedules: 1 mill where such excess does not 
exceed 640 acres; 2 mills on over 640 acres and not exceeding 1,280 
acres; 3 mills on over 1,280 acres and not over 1,920 acres; 5 miUs 
on over 1,920 acres and not over 2,560 acres; 10 mills on over 2,560 
acres and not over 3,200 acres; 15 mills on all exceeding 3,200 acres. 
Lands of the assessed value of $10,000 may be exempted to any 
person in lieu of the 640 acres. Such of the funds received from 
these taxes as are not used for state current expenses are turned 
into the common school fund. For delinquency a penalty of 18 
per cent per annum and not less than 5 per cent for any part of a 
year is added after 30 days from the date the tax is payable. 

One-half of the annual 2 per cent premium tax paid by foreign 
fire insurance companies is set aside as a firemen's relief fund. 

In lieu of the ad valorem tax on real estate mortgages and the 
indebtedness thereby secured, a registration tax is imposed as fol- 
lows: Fifty cents for each $100 or less of the principal debt or obliga- 
tion and for each remaining fraction over $100 when such mortgage 
is for five years or more; 30 cents for each $100 when such mortgage 
is for less than five years and not more than three years, and 20 
cents when it is for less than three years. This tax is for all mort- 
gages recorded on or after July 1, 1913. The record owner of any 
real estate mortgage placed on record prior to July 1, 1913, may 
elprt to pay this registration tax in lieu of any and all other taxes. 



OREGON. 



The revenues of the state are derived from the gen- 
eral property tax, income from deposits of state funds, 
inheritance tax, corporation license fees, and licenses 
on gross earnings of certain classes of corporations, and 
other minor sources. 

'This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Lord's Oregon Laws, 1909. 

Session Laws of 1910-1913. 

Annual Reports of State Officers, 1912. 



The general supervision of the taxation system is 
vested in a board of state tax commissioners. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 32. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of 
the people or their representatives in the legislative assembly; and 
all taxation shall be equal and uniform. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 23. The legislative assembly shall not pass special or local 
laws * * * for the assessment and collection of taxes for state, 
county, township, or road purposes. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislative assembly shall provide by law for a uni- 
form and equal rate of assessment and taxation, and shall prescribe 
such regulations as shall secure a just valuation of all property, both 
real and personal, excepting such only for municipal, educational, 
literary, scientific, religious, or charitable purposes, as may be spe- 
cially exempted by la,w. 

Sec. la. No poll or head tax shall be levied or collected in Oregon. 
The legislative assembly shall not declare an emergency in any act 
regulating taxation or exemption. 

Sec. 2. The legislative assembly shall provide for raising revenue 
sufficient to defray the expenses of the state for each fiscal year, and 
also to pay the interest on the state debt. 

Sec. 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law, and 
every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the same, 
to which only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the 
income, the legislative assembly shall provide for levying a tax for 
the ensuing fiscal year, sufficient with other sources of income, to 
pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated expense of the ensuing 
fiscal year. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected for a term of four years. 

(2) Sheriff of the county, elected for two years, who is the tax 
collector. 

(3) The county board of equalization, consisting of the county 
judge, county clerk, and assessor of each county. 

(4) The " county court, ' ' which refers to the board of county com- 
missioners in counties which have a separate board for county busi- 
ness, and the county judge and commissioners in other counties. 
There are two county commissioners in each county, elected for four 
years. 

(5) Board of state tax commissioners composed of the governor, 
secretary of state, state treasurer, and two others, expert in matters 
of taxation, to be appointed by a majority of the three former. 

State Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^AU real and 
personal property situated or owned within the state, 
except such as may be specifically exempted by law, 
is subject to assessment and taxation in equal and 
ratable proportion. 

(1) Real property includes the land itself, all structures attached 
thereto and other improvements thereon, and all rights and privi- 
leges thereto belonging; all franchises and privileges granted by the 
laws of the state or by municipal ordinance, other than the right to 
be a corporation; and all mines, minerals, quarries, fossils, and trees 
in, under, or upon the land. 

(2) Personal estate and property shall be construed to include 
all things in action, household furniture, goods, chattels, 
moneys, and gold dust, on hand or on deposit, all boats and 
vessels, whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested therein; 
all debts due or to become due from solvent debtors, whether on 



account, contract, note, mortgage, or otherwise, either within or 
without the state; all public stocks; all bonds, warrants, and 
moneys due or to become due from this state, or any county or other 
municipal subdivision thereof, and stocks and shares in incorpo- 
rated companies, and such proportion of the capital of incorporated 
companies liable to taxation on their capital as shall not be invested 
in real estate; and all improvements made by persons on land 
claimed by them under the laws of the United States, the fee of 
which land is still vested in the United States. 

The following property is exempt from taxation: 

(1) All property, real and personal, of the United States and this 
state except land belonging to this state held under a contract for 
the purchase thereof. 

(2) All public or corpoiate property of the several counties, cities, 
villages, towns, and school districts in this state used or intended for 
corporate purposes, except lands belonging to such public corpo- 
rations held under a contract for the purchase thereof. 

(3) The personal property of all literary, benevolent, charitable, 
and scientific institutions incorporated within this state, and such 
real estate belonging to such institutions as shall be actively occu- 
pied for the purposes for which they were incorporated. 

(4) All houses of public worship and lots on which situated and 
the furniture therein, and all burial grounds, tombs, and rights of 
burial; the lands and buildings thereon, not exceeding 30 acres, 
held and used by a crematory association incorporated under the 
laws of this state. 

(5) All public libraries including the real and personal property. 

(6) The property of Indians on reservations who have not severed 
their tribal relations or taken lands in severalty, except lands held 
by them by purchase or inheritance and situate on an Indian 
reservation. 

(7) The personal property of all persons who by reason of infir- 
mity, age, or poverty may in the opinion of the assessor be unable 
to contribute toward the public charges. 

(8) All household furniture, domestic fixtures, household goods, 
and effects actually in use as such in homes and dwellings; also 
all wearing apparel, watches, jewelry, and similar personal effects 
actually in use. 

(9) All lands within the boundary of any county road, and all 
dedicated streets and alleys in any incorporated or unincorporated 
city or .town, or town plat, within the state while used for such 
purposes. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is, but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, county, and municipal 
taxes. The county is the unit, and the initial assess- 
ment is made by the county assessor. All property is 
to be assessed annually with reference to the first Mon- 
day in March at its true cash value — that is, the amount 
for which such property would sell at a voluntary 
sale made in the ordinary course of business. No de- 
ductions from assessments are allowed on account of 
indebtedness. It is the duty of the assessor to re- 
quire each taxpayer, under a penalty of $50, to fur- 
nish a sworn list of his property, but such list is not 
binding upon the assessor, but is merely to aid him in 
arriving at the items and true value of the property to 
be assessed. 

Tax maps are provided and in use by all assessors. 

The form of assessment roll is not fixed by statute, but is made by 
the board of state tax commissioners. 

Shares of stock in national banks located in the state are assessed 
to the individual shareholders at the place where the bank is 
located. The shares of capital stock of national hanks not located 
in this state, held in this state are not assessed or taxed. 



192 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— OREGON. 



Shares of stock of otter banks and interests in banking capital, 
building and loan associations, or trust companies are assessed to 
such, bank, building and loan associations, or trust companies, at the 
place wbere sucb institutions are located. 

Transient Kve stock is assessed in the home county, which means 
the county wherein the live stock is located at 1 o'clock a. m. 
March 1. The tax collected is apportioned to the counties in which 
such hve stock is pastured in proportion to the time spent in each 
county. 

The owner or holder of stock in any incorporated company which 
ia taxed on its capital stock shall not be taxed as an individual for 
such stock. 

Personal property pledged is deemed to be the property of the 
person in possession. 

The board of state tax commissioners (created in 1909) has 
general supervisory powers over the system of taxation and collec- 
tion of public taxes, dues, and revenues throughout the state. 

In addition to its supervisory duties the commission is required 
to make an annual assessment of the property having a situs in 
this state, of all raUroad companies, sleeping car companies, union 
station and depot companies, electric and street railway companies, 
express companies, telegraph companies, telephone companies, 
refrigerator car companies, oil and tank line companies, and of such 
heat, light, power, water, gas, and electric companies as may be 
doing business as one system, partly within and partly without the 
state, or so doing business in more than one county in the state. 

The property so assessed shall include all rights of way, roadbed, 
cars, rolling stock, tracks, wagons, horses, office furniture, tele- 
graph, telephone, and transmission poles, wires, conduits, switch- 
boards, machinery, appliances, and appurtenances and all other 
property of a like or different kind used in the carrying on of 
the business of said corporation, and owned, leased, or operated 
by them, and all other real and personal property and all franchises 
and special franchises, but shall not include or subject to assessment 
for taxation by the conunission such real estate as is not actually 
used in the exercise of corporate franchise or in operation of corpo- 
rate business, nor to car and machine shops, grain elevators, grain 
warehouses, docks, bridges across the boundary rivers, the Willa- 
mette River, the water craft of any corporation, nor to the real and 
personal property of such corporation devoted to navigation, but 
such property so excepted shall be liable to assessment in the same 
manner as other property in the state by the several county assessors. 

The term property having a situs in the state, includes all property 
real and personal, «f the corporations, owned, leased, used, operated 
or occupied by them, and also such proportion of the rolling stock, 
cars, and other personal property of a like or different kind as is 
used partly within and partly without the state, as determined by 
the commission. 

Personal property is assessed to the owner lq the county of his actual 
residence, and includes all personal estate in his possession or con- 
trol as guardian, executor, administrator, or trustee. 

The personal property of corporations ia taxed in the county 
where the principal place of business is located, unless otherwise 
provided by law. That of those engaged in navigation, at the 
home port of the water craft ia whatsoever county located. 

All lands shall be taxed in the county in which the same shall 
lie. 

Public lands sold or contracted to be sold are assessed to the 
piurchaser as of March 1 of the assessing year at the hour of 1 a. m., 
which terminates the previous assessing year. 

The undivided estate of any deceased person may be assessed 
to his heirs or devisees, and each heir and devisee is liable for the 
whole of such tax, with the right of contribution from the other 
heirs and devisees to the payor. 

Merchandise, capital, and machinery are taxable in the county, 
city, or other municipal corporation where the same may be, either 
to the owners or to the persons having charge or possession thereof. 



whether owned by a person or corporation residing in or out of the 
state. 

Every person, firm, corporation, or association holding real or 
personal property is required to list same and state in his account 
thereof to the assessor the true cash value of all such property, and 
may be required by the assessor to verify same under oath. 

Personal property of nonresidents is assessed in the same manner 
as that of resident citizens. 

The investments by banks in real estate are deducted from the 
aggregate amount of its capital stock, surplus fund, and undivided 
profits and assessed and taxed as other real estate. The remainder 
constitutes the value of the shares of stock as a basis for taxation in 
the hands of the stockholders. A list of stockholders, showing the 
number of shares held by each party in interest, is furnished the 
assessor annually between the 1st day of April and the 15th day 
of May relating to such ownership as of the hour of 1 o'clock a. m. 
on the 1st day of March preceding. 

Such taxes become a lien on the shares and upon any dividends 
earned, and when unpaid become delinquent after the first Monday 
in May in each year and may be sold on execution in the same 
manner as other property is sold for delinquent taxes. 

The assessment is to be completed in each county before the 
third Monday in October. 

c. Equalization. — The board of state tax commis- 
sioners reviews and equalizes the assessments of the 
county assessors after equalization by the county 
boards of equalization, and if any property has been 
assessed at other than full cash value, shall change the 
apportionment of property within that county assess- 
able, in a like proportion. 

2. Rate — 

Taxes for the support of the state government are 
apportioned among the several counties in the propor- 
tion which the total taxable property of each county, 
as equalized by the board of state tax commissioners, 
bears to the total taxable property of all the counties 
as so equalized. 

3. Collection — 

The amount of state tax apportioned to the county 
is to be levied and collected in the same manner as the 
county taxes, and the county is debtor to the state for 
this amount. One-half is to be paid over by the county 
treasurer by May 1 and the remainder, by November 1 . 

Taxes on real property are due from the day the 
warrant for collection is issued to the sheriff, and all 
taxes are due on or before the first Monday of April 
following the levy, but if one-half is paid at that time 
the remainder need not be paid till the first Monday 
in October. For payment before March 15, a rebate 
of 3 per cent is allowed, and for delinquency a penalty 
of 10 per cent is charged, with interest at 12 per cent. 
Delinquent taxes on personal property may be col- 
lected by the sheriff by levy and sale, and may be 
charged against real property of the owner, in which 
event they become a lien upon such real estate the 
same as taxes upon real estate. 

Six months after taxes on real property become 
delinquent, it is the duty of the tax collector upon de- 
mand for payment of the taxes, penalty, and interest, 
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to issue certificates of delinquency which, bear interest 
from the date of issuance until redeemed, at the rate 
of 15 per cent, and have the same force and effect as a 
judgment or execution against the property. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Constitutional amendment forbids the levying of 
poll or head taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, 
whether belonging to the inhabitants thereof or not, 
both tangible and intangible, passing by will or by stat- 
utes of inheritance of this or any other state, or by 
deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift, intended to take 
effect in possession after the death of the grantor is 
subject to an inheritance tax. 

Property passing to benevolent, charitable, or edu- 
cational institutions incorporated within the state 
and actually engaged in this state in' carrying out the 
objects and pm-poses for which so incorporated, or to 
be held in trust for such institutions is exempt from 
this tax. 

When such iiiheritaiice passes to parents, grandparents, husband, 
wife, child, brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, or the husband 
of a daughter, or any child or children adopted as such or in the 
acknowledged relation of child or decedent or to any lineal descend- 
ant bom in lawful wedlock, in every such case the tax shall be at 
the rate of 1 per cent on the appraised value thereof. Estates valued 
at less than $10,000 passing to beneficiaries of this class are exempt, 
and the tax is levied only on the excess of $5,000 received by each. 

If to an uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or any Uneal descendant of 
the same, at the rate of 2 per cent of the value thereof. Estates 
valued at less than $5,000 passing to beneficiaries of this class are 
exempt, and the tax is levied only on the excess of §2,000 received 
by each. 

In all other cases the tax shall be at the rate of 3 per cent on the 
appraised value thereof received by each person, body politic, or 
corporation on the whole of all amounts received not exceeding 
$10,000; over $10,000 and not exceeding $20,000, 4 per cent; over 
$20,000 and not exceeding $50,000, 5 per cent; on the whole of all 
amounts received over $50,000, 6 per cent. Estates valued at less 
than §500 passing to beneficiaries of this class are exempt, and the 
tax is levied only on amoimts of $500 or more received by each. 

The judge of the county court having jurisdiction of 
the estate of any decedent shall determine the value 
of each inheritance and apply the provisions of the law 
in ascertaining the tax due thereon. 

This tax is payable to the state treasurer for the use 
of the state. 

Every tax imposed is a lien upon the property 
passing under this law untU paid. If paid within 8 
months of accrual, a discount of 5 per cent is allowed; 
if not paid in that time, interest is charged at the rate 
of 8 per cent, except in the case of unavoidable delay, 
when the rate is 6 per cent until the cause of such 
delay is removed. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are taxed on their real estate and per- 
sonal property in the same manner as indiAdduals. 
42649° — 14 13 



The owner of stock in any company taxed on its 
capital is not to be taxed as an individual for his 
stock. 

In addition to other taxes, telegraph and telephone companies 
pay a hcense tax of 2 per cent of the gross receipts derived from 
business done in the state; express, sleeping car, refrigerator car, 
and oil companies pay 3 per cent of their gross receipts. 

Foreign insurance companies pay a tax of 2 per cent on the 
amount of gross receipts from business done in the state less losses 
paid. This tax is in lieu of all taxes on personal property and shares 
of stock of the company. Real property is to be listed, assessed, 
and taxed as that of individuals. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND TEES. 

Every corporation organized under the laws of the 
state, except corporations formed for any educational, 
hterary, scientific, rehgious, or charitable purposes, 
and every foreign corporation, except fire, marine, 
life, accident, plate glass, and steam boiler insurance, 
and surety companies, pays an annual hcense fee in 
proportion to the amount of its authorized capital 
stock, as follows: 

Capital, $5,000 or less, $10; capital, $5,000 to $10,000, $15; capital, 
$10,000 to $25,000, $20; capital, $25,000 to $50,000, $30; capital, 
$50,000 to $100,000, $50; capital, $100,000 to $250,000, $70;' capital, 
$250,000 to $500,000, $100; capital, $500,000 to $1,000,000, $125; 
capital, $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, $175; over $2,000,000, $200. 

Agents of foreign life insurance companies, per annum, $100; 
license to each life insurance company, per annum, $100; license 
to each fire insurance company, per annum, $150; license to 
each accident, casualty or credit insurance company, per annum, 
$100; fraternal insurance societies, $25; (the commissioner of in- 
surance receives 40 per cent of these licenses); foreign insurance 
company, annual statement, $5; insurance solicitors, $5; fish can- 
neries (25 classes, according to number of cases packed), $100 to 
$1,500; fish dealers or packers (30 classes, according to number of 
tons handled), $5 to $2,000; private fish hatcheries, $25 per annum; 
dealers in fish obtained from private fish Imtcheries, $2.50 per an- 
num; all money collected from fish canneries, dealers, and private 
fish hatcheries goes into the fish hatchery fund. 

Corporations engaged in mining of the precious metals but not 
engaged in transacting any other business, whose annual output is 
not in excess of $1,000 in value, are permitted to file a statement 
with the secretary of state, and in Ueu of the regular aimual license 
fee provided by law for corporations on the amount of their capital 
stock, a license fee of $10 is charged them. Licensed shipping 
master, $50. Licensed sailors' hording house keeper, $250, on 
Willamette and Columbia Rivers. 

Registration or reregistration of motor vehicles: Electric service 
vehicles, $5; motorcycles and motor bicycles, electric vehicles for 
pleasure, steam, gasoline, and other hydrocarbon-operated vehicles 
up to 26 horsepower, $3; 26 to 36 horsepower, $5; 36 to 40 horse- 
power, $7.50; in excess of 40 horsepower, $10. Nonresident 
owners who have complied with the provisions of the laws of the 
state of their residence are exempt for a 30 days sojourn in this 
state, but this exemption does not apply to motor vehicles of 
nonresident corporations doing business in the state nor to exempt 
nonresident corporations. 

Registration of chauffeurs, $2, annually, but from August 1 to 
December 31, $1. 

Claimants of water rights for power development pay an annual 
license fee in advance based upon the theoretical water horsepower 
claimed as determined by a graduated scale of 10 cents each horse- 
power up to 100 horsepower, 5 cents for each horsepower in excess of 
100 up to 1,000 horsepower and 1 cent for each and every theoretical 
water horsepower in excess of 1,000. 
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Domestic corporations: Filing and recording articles of incorpora- 
tion, when authorized capital stock is leas than $5,000, $10; $5,000 
to $10,000, $15; $10,000 to $25,000, $20; $25,000 to $50,000, $25; 
$50,000 to $100,000, $35; $100,000 to $250,000, $45; $250,000 to 
$500,000, $60; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $75; over $1,000,000, $75, 
and $75 for each $1,000,000 or fraction thereof in excess of 
$1,000,000. 

Corporations organized for charitable, educational, literary, re- 
ligious, or scientific purposes, $5; filing certificate of dissolution, $5; 
filing supplementary articles of incorporation, $5; foreign corpora- 
tions, fee upon filing declaration, $50. 

Certificate of deposit by foreign corporation, recording, $25; issu- 
ing license to life insurance agent, $10. 

Filing power of attorney by insurance company, $5. 

Practice of medicine, examination, $10; pharmacists, examina- 
tion, $5; assistant pharmacists, examination, $5; dentists, examina- 
tion, $10; barbers, examination, $5; barbers, registration, $1. 

The superintendent of banks collects from each bank for each 
complete examination a fee regulated by the capital and surplus. 
Banks ha,ving a capital and surplus of $20,000 and under, $15; 
$20,000 to $50,000, 125; $50,000 to $75,000, $30; $75,000 to $100,000, 
$40; $100,000 to $250,000, $50; $250,000 to $500,000, $75; $500,000 
to $750,000, $100; over $750,000, $125. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Oregon. 
County Revenues. 

a. genekax peopektt taxes. 

1. Base — 

Tlie property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalisation are the same for county 
taxation as for state. 

c. Equalization. — ^The board of equalization of the 
county equalizes between individuals and corrects 
the assessment roll of the county. The county court 
is authori2;ed to complete the equalization as to unfin- 
ished matters pending before the board at the time of 
adjournment, and also to examine and correct the 
roll in general. 

2. Rate— 

The "county court," levies the tax for county pur- 
poses, together with the amount of state and school 
taxes required by law to be raised in the county for 
the year. 

3. Collection — 

The collection for county taxes is the same as for 
state. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Constitutional amendment forbids the levying of 
poll or head taxes. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND OOEPOEATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for the counties. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Insurance brokers, quarterly, $15. The county court requires 
licenses from — ^keepers of billiard tables and bowling alleys, per 



annum, $50; dance houses, per month, $100; public shows, each 
performance, $10 to $500; ferries, per annum, $1 to $100; liquor 
licenses, general, per annum, $400; liquor licenses, malt liquors 
only, per annum, $200. Peddler—on toot, $25; one horse and 
wagon, $100; two horses and wagon, $150; any other conveyance, 
$300. 

In addition to the license fee every person so licensed shall 
deposit a sum of money equal in amount to the license fee, which 
is retained by the county treasurer as money subject to any claims 
that may arise in connection with the business done in the county. 
Ninety days after the expiration of the license whatever portion 
may be remaining unencumbered is returnable to the depositor. 
But this shall not apply to licenses granted by incorporated cities 
or towns which by charter may grant licenses within their munic- 
ipal limits for like purposes. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property iticluded and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are in general the same as for 
state and county taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined by the council of cities and 
towns which levy municipal taxes at the rate pre- 
scribed by their charter. It is the duty of every 
incorporated city authorized to levy taxes, to notify 
the county clerk, in writing, of the rate of the tax levy 
made by such city, on or before the 1st' day of January 
in each year. The taxes are then computed by the 
clerk of the county court. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is the same as for county taxes. 

O AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal, inheritance, or special cor- 
poration taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The common council in cities and towns has power 
to license, regulate, and control any lawful business, 
trade, occupation, profession, or calling. 

Liquor licenses may not be granted for a less sum than provided 
by the general laws of the state. 

School Revenues. 

The irreducible school fund of the state is com- 
posed of the proceeds of the sales of the sixteenth and 
thirty-sixth sections of every township in the state 
or of any land selected in lieu thereof; all property 
accruing to the state by escheat or forfeiture; pro- 
ceeds of the sale of tidelands or sand islands; all the 
proceeds of the sale of 500,000 acres of land granted 
to the state by Congress by act approved September 

4. 1841, and certain other miscellaneous income. The 
interest of this fund, which is to be loaned out, is to 
be apportioned among the counties in proportion to 
the number of children. The county superintendent 
distributes the county's share among the several 
school districts of his county. 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— PENNSYLVANIA. 



195 



Each county of tte state is divided iato school dis- 
tricts. The county commissioners of the several 
counties are required to levy, with other taxes, a tax 
sufficient to raise at least $7 for each child in the county 
between 4 and 20 years of age. This school tax is ap- 
portioned to the districts. The county courts are also 
required to include in the annual levy an amount suffi- 
cient to maintain a county high school when one is 
established. 

In case a district does not levy a special tax of at 
least 5 miUs on the dollar for maintenance for the 
ensuuig year, it will be the duty of the county court 
of the county in which said district is located to levy 
a tax not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar on all the 
taxable property in said district to provide for the 
difference between the amount received from the 
county apportionment fund and $300. 

LKGISLATION AFFECTING KEVENTJE LAWS: 1913. 

Board o£ state tax commissioners was succeeded by the state 
tax commission. 

Taxes remaining unpaid after the 1st day of April are subject to 
a penalty of 1 per cent which becomes cumulative by an additional 
1 per cent for each succeeding month, amounting to 5 per cent 
prior to September 1, after that the same penalty attaches as 
formerly when not paid before the first Monday in October. 

At the expiration of one month after taxes become delinquent 
on any real property in the county, the sheriff is required and 
empowered to issue a certificate of delinquency against such 
property, to any person on demand who pays the principal and 
interest due thereon. 



A corporation department and a commissioner of corporations was 
provided for and a "Blue Sky" law governing investment com- 
panies was enacted providing for filing fees of |5 and |2. 

An annual levy of ^V of 1 mill ^^ S'U taxable property in the 
state was provided for, the revenue to go to the support of the state 
agricultural college, this tax to take effect after January 1, 1915. 

The county treasurer was made ex ofiicio county tax collector. 

The sheriff was authorized to collect delinquent taxes. 

The county courts were authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 1 
mill for county fairs, etc., and a ^ mill tax for the purpose of agricul- 
tural investigations. 

Many new licenses and fees were provided for among the most 
important being the following: Attorneys' fees for filing application 
for admission to the bar, resident $20; nonresident $30. Foreign 
corporations, except insurance, casualty, and surety companies pay 
an annual license of $100. Manufacturers and dealers in motor 
vehicles, an annual license of $10; certified public accountants, 
examination and certificate fee, $25; certificate without examinar 
tion, $10; annual registration, $1; dentist's examination fee, $25; and 
annual license, $1.50; commission merchants' annual license, $5; 
hunter'sUcense, resident, $1; nonresident, $10; alien, $10, and a gun 
license of $25; corporations lending money at a higher aimual rate 
than 10 per cent, $50; pharmacist's examination fee, $10; annual reg- 
istration fee, $1. 

The county courts were authorized to establish special road dis- 
tricts and to levy taxes to construct county roads therein ; they were 
also authorized to levy taxes to establish and maintain demonstra- 
tion farms. 

The fees for examination of banks increased, beginning January 1, 
1915, to from $17.50 to $250 for each examination, graduated into 12 
classes, according to the amount of capital and surplus. The fees 
for the examination of trust companies, to be made at least once a 
year, are the same as those of banks, and they pay also $25 for certi- 
ficate of authority, and $10 for filing annual reports. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 



Pennsylvania places the burden of taxation for 
state purposes almost wholly on corporations and 
insurance companies. Mortgages, bonds, and certain 
other classes of personal property, however, pay a 
state tax, but three-fourths of this tax is returned to 
the counties to relieve the burden of local taxation. 
Corporations are taxed by the state, except on then- 
real estate, which is taxed locally. Local taxation 
falls principally upon the real estate of individuals, 
also on horses and cattle, occupations, licenses, and 
certain corporate real estate, as that of manufacturing 
companies, but not that of railroads and other quasi 
public corporations, which are exempt from local tax- 
ation upon property essential to the exercise of their 
franchise privileges. 

The bulk of the revenue derived from retail liquor 
licenses goes to the counties, townships, boroughs, and 
cities. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Acts of the general assembly of Pennsylvania under which revenue 
is collected, with opinions and decisions of the courts, arranged by 
E. B. Hardenbergh, auditor general, 1904. State Printer, 1904. 

Compendium and Brief History of Taxation in Pennsylvania, 
with Statistics, etc. Arranged by W. P. Snyder, auditor general, 
1906. Harrisburg, Pa., State Printer, 1906. 

Taxation for State Purposes in Pennsylvania, etc., by Frank M. 
Eastman. Philadelphia, Kay & Bro., 1908. 

Brightly's Digest, and the Session Laws to 1913. 



There is a state inheritance tax on collateral inher- 
itances. There is also an established system of busi- 
ness taxes and licenses, and special state taxes are 
levied on writs, wills, deeds, and certain emoluments 
of public office. Capital stock of manufacturing cor- 
porations is exempt from taxation. 

In counties and municipalities all offices, posts of 
profit, professions, trades, and occupations, as well as 
single freemen following no calling, are assessed along 
with property, but there appears to be a tendency to 
change these taxes into a uniform poll tax, more espe- 
cially for school purposes. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects, 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and 
shall be levied and collected under general laws; but the legislative 
assembly may, by general laws, exempt from taxation public 
property used for public purposes, actual places of religious worship, 
places of burial not used or held for private or corporate profit, and 
institutions of purely public charity. 

Sec. 2. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than 
the property above enumerated, shall be void. 

Sec. 3. The power to tax corporations and corporate property 
shall not be surrendered or suspended by any contract or grant to 
which the state shall be a party. 
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Sec. 10. Any county, township, school district, or other munici- 
pality, incurring any indebtedness, shall, at or before the time of ao 
doing, provide for the collection of an annual tax sufficient to pay 
the interest, and also the principal thereof, vdthin 30 years. 



ARTICLE ui. 

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall not pass any local or special 
law exempting property from taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township and borough assessors, elected for three years. 

(2) Assessors in coimties having not less than 800,000 nor more 
than 1,400,000 population, appointed by the board of assessment 
and revision of taxes. 

(3) Assessors in cities of the second class, no less than five nor 
more than nine, residents for at least 10 years, and not to be mem- 
bers of the same political party, elected by the city council, for 
three years; the number to be fixed by ordinance. 

(4) Assessors in cities of the third class, three residents, elected 
by the people by wards, for three years. 

(5) Board of revision of taxes in cities of the third class, five resi- 
dents, elected by the city council, for three years. 

(6) City treasurers in cities of the third class, elected. They are 
collectors of all citjr, school, and poor taxes of the city. 

(7) Collectors of state and county taxes, appointed by the com- 
missioners of the county. 

(8) Collectors for cities, townships, and boroughs, elected gener- 
ally for a term of three years. 

In townships of the first class, the township treasurer is collector. 

(9) Board of revision in counties, composed of the county com- 
missioners. This board acts as a board of equalization. In 
counties of 800,000 and not more than 1,400,000 population the 
county commiBsioners appoint three persons who constitute a 
board of assessment and revision. 

(10) State board of revenue commissioners, composed of the audi- 
tor general, state treasurer, and secretary of the commonwealth. 

State Reventjeis. 

a. general, property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — Property 
siil)ject to this tax for state purposes is limited to cer- 
tain classes of intangible personalty and vehicles for 
hire. 

Intangible personalty includes all mortgages, all money 
owing by solvent debtors, all articles of agreement, and 
accounts bearing interest ; all pj^lic^loans except those of the 
state or of the United States; all loans issued by or shares of 
stock in any bank, corporation, association, company, or limited 
partnership, including car trust securities, bonds, or otlier evi- 
dence of indebtedness, except shares of stock in any company 
liable to the capital stock tax, or by legislation specially ex- 
empted from capital stock tax ; all moneys loaned or invested 
outside the state ; all other moneyed capital in the hands of 
individual citizens of the state; and all annuities yielding 
annually over $200, except those granted by the United States. 

Bank notes and notes discounted or negotiated by any bank- 
ing institution, building and loan associations, fire companies, 
firemen's relief associations, secret and beneficial societies, labor 
unions and labor union relief associations, and all beneficial 
organizations paying sick or death benefits from funds received 
from voluntary contributions or assessments upon members of 



suck associations, societies, or unions; also pleasure carriages, 
horses, mules, and cattle are exempt. 

Under " vehicles " are included all stages, omnibuses, hacks, 
cabs, and other vehicles used for transporting passengers for 
hire, except steam and street passenger railway cars. 

5. Assessment. — In counties containing 800,000 and 
not more than 1,400,000 inhabitants, as shown by the 
last preceding Federal census, all assessments and val- 
uations of property, both real and personal, taxable 
for state and county purposes, including occupations, 
are made by the board of assessment and revision of 
taxes which appoints subordinate assessors, one for 
each designated district in each county. 

In counties of less than 800,000 inhabitants the 
assessment is made by the local assessors of the several 
townships, boroughs, and cities of the respective coun- 
ties. Sworn lists are to be made by the taxpayers of 
the different classes of personal property subject to the 
state tax. False returns are punishable by a fine of 
§500 and imprisonment not exceeding seven years, 
while 50 per cent is added for refusal to make return. 
The recorder of deeds and mortgages is to keep a daily 
record of every mortgage or agreement given to secure 
the payment of money and file the same with the board 
of revision of taxes (county commissioners) . The pro- 
thonotary or clerk of the court of common pleas in 
each county is to keep records of judgments, bills, 
bonds, etc., entered in his office, and file the same with 
the board of revision. Mortgages and judgments held 
by nonresidents are to be certified to the proper 
county. Statements of these securities are in turn to 
be furnished the assessors and compared with returns. 

Unnaturalized foreign-born residents having re- 
sided one whole year within the state are subject to 
taxation in the same manner as citizens of the state, 
except that they are not taxable for any poll tax 
the payment of which is a prerequisite to the privilege 
of voting. 

Railroads and other transportation and transmission com- 
panies are assessed for state purposes only on such property 
as is not essential to operation or the exercise of their fran- 
chise. They are exempt from all local taxation on such 
property as is essential to operation, such as railroad tracks, 
rolling stock, stations, telegraph lines, etc., except railroad 
property in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The tax on capital 
stock exempts them from taxes on personal securities. Trans- 
portation companies are thus taxed under tbe general corpora- 
tion taxation and pay little in the way of state or" local taxes 
on property. They are taxed principally on capital stock, gross 
receipts, and domestic-held bonds, and by the bonus on charters. 

c. Equalization. — The board of revision corrects 
and equalizes the assessments made by each assessor 
in the county upon mortgages, credits, stocks, loans, 
investments, etc., as well as other property taxable for 
county purposes. 

The board of revenue commissioners equalizes the 
assessments of taxes for the use of the state among the 
several cities and cotinties in jDroportion to actual 
value, and any county considering itself aggrieved by 
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increase in valuation of personal property liable to 
state tax and the quota of tax due may appeal to the 
court of common pleas of Dauphin County. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of the personal property tax for state pur- 
poses is 4 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is to be made by the collectors of the 
several counties and cities. Counties are responsible 
for collection, and settlement is to be completed with 
the state treasurer by the second Monday of Novem- 
ber, or in default thereof 10 per cent penalty is added 
to taxes remaining unpaid. The city and county 
treasurers are permitted to retain their commissions 
for collection. Three-fourths of the net amount of 
tax is to be returned by the state treasurer to the 
counties for their own use in payment of expenses 
incurred in assessment and collection. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All estates of every kind whatsoever, situated within 
this state, whether the person or persons dying seized 
thereof be domiciled within or without the state, and 
all estates situated in another state, territory, or coun- 
try, when the person or persons dying seized thereof 
shall have their domicile within this state, passing 
either by will or under the intestate laws of the 
state or transferred by deed, grant, bargain, or 
sale made or intended to take effect in possession or 
enjoyment after the death of the grantor or bargainer 
to any person or persons or to bodies corporate or 
politic in trust or otherwise, other than to or for the 
use of father, mother, husband, wife, children and 
lineal descendants born in lawful wedlock, children of 
a former husband or wife, or the wife or widow of the 
son of the decedent, is subject to a tax of 5 per cent 
of the clear value of such estate. 

This tax is for the use of the state. If the tax shall 
be paid within three months after the death of the 
decedent, a discount of 6 per cent is allowed; and if 
the said tax is not paid at the end of one year from the 
death of the decendent, interest shall then be charged 
at the rate of 12 per cent per annum from the end of 
such year until paid. 

No estate which may be valued at a less sum than 
$250 shall be subject to this tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are subject to both state and local 
taxation. 

The local taxation of a corporation is like that of an 
individual and includes taxes on tangible property. 



Public service companies, however, are exempt, not by 
statute, but by judicial decision, from local taxation 
on property used in their business, except that by 
statute the real estate of railroads is subject to local 
taxation in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Public 
service companies include railroad, canal, and tele- 
graph companies, natural and artificial gas compa- 
nies, electric light companies, street railway compa- 
nies, etc. (Eastman, Private Coi-porations in Pa., 
3655.) 

Manufacturing companies, except those manufacturings 
spirits or malt liquors, are exempted from state taxation on 
property actually and exclusively employed in carrying on 
manufacturing within the state, but every manufacturing 
corporation, limited partnership, or joint-stock association 
shall pay the state tux of 5 mills upon such proportion of its 
capital stock as may be invested in any property or business 
not strictly incident or appurtenant to its manufacturing 
business, in addition to the local taxes assessed upon its prop- 
erty in the districts where located. 

Aside from the bonus on charters, paid once only at 
the time of beginning business or increasing stock, all 
public service corporations, and a number of others, 
pay in general three taxes to the state: (a) On capi- 
tal stock, 5 mills; (6) on the interest paid on loans, 4 
mills; (c) on the gross receipts, 8 mills. 

Foreign railway corporations pay a bonus to the state in lieu 
of local taxation for the privilege of passing through certain 
counties, which moneys are later apportioned to the counties. 
Payment of this bonus is a condition precedent to the granting 
of the charter. 

Bonus on charters. — Except building and loan associations 
and corporations of the first class, every domestic corporation is 
required to pay to the state treasurer at the time of beginning 
business or increasing stock, for the privileges conferred in 
its charter, a bonus of one-third of 1 per cent upon the author- 
ized amount of its capital stock, and the charter is forfeited for 
nonpayment of such bonus. 

Foreign corporations, except insurance companies, are sub- 
ject- to the same conditions and bonus upon their capital em- 
ployed wholly within the state. 

Tax on capital stock. — The ordinary tax imposed by the 
state upon corporations is that upon capital stock. Every 
corporation, joint-stock association, or company having capital 
stock, and every foreign corporation, except banks, savings 
institutions, and foreign insurance companies, are required 
to pay an annual tax of 5 mills on each dollar of capital 
slock except as noted in the paragraphs which follow. The 
assessment is made on the basis of reports which give an 
estimate of the value, which is to be not less than the average 
price for which the stock was sold and not less than the value 
indicated by the net earnings. The auditor general and the 
state treasurer may revise this valuation. The corporations 
are not required to pay any further tax upon mortgages, 
bonds, and other securities owned by them and in which the 
whole body of stockholders or members, as such, have the 
entire equitable interest in remainder; any other manner of 
owning or holding such securities will subject same to taxation, 
but the value of real estate taxed locally is not to be deducted. 
The tax on capital stock does not apply to that of manufac- 
turing companies used in the state and which is invested 
purely in the manufacturing plant and business, except com- 
panies brewing and distilling spirits and malt liquors and 
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such as exercise tbe right of eminent domain. Foreign cor- 
porations are taxed only on the portion of capital stock em- 
ployed in the state, and the same is true of domestic corpora- 
tions. Fixed capital employed in business outside the state 
is deducted. The tax on capital stock is thus a tax on the 
company's property and assets, together with the franchises, 
privileges, good will, and earning capacity. Corporations and 
limited partnerships, foreign or domestic, which have no capi- 
tal stock or which do not pay a tax on capital stock are re- 
quired to pay a tax of 3 per cent upon their annual net earn- 
ings or income in addition to taxes on personal property. This 
does not apply to manufacturing companies. 

The tax on fire and marine insurance companies is at the 
rate of 3 mills on each dollar of actual value of the whole 
capital stock. 

Tax on bank stock. — Every bank or savings Institution hav- 
ing capital stock, whether incorporated under the laws of the 
state or of the United States, makes to the auditor general a 
report each year setting forth the full number of shares sub- 
scribed for or issued and the actual value thereof, which is 
taken to be equal to the amount paid in on the capital stock 
plus the surplus and undivided profits. The tax is assessed 
as to the stockholders, but is paid by the banks, which have 
a lien on the stock and on the dividends to secure reimburse- 
ment. The banks have the option of paying at the rate of 4 
mills on the dollar of the actual value, as above defined, or at 
the rate of 10 mills on the dollar of the par value of the stock. 
The lO-mlU tax, or the 4-mill tax if paid before March 1, is in 
lieu of all local taxation except taxes on real estate. 

Trust companies are taxed at the rate of 5 per cent on the 
actual value of the stock. 

Building and loan associations chartered by the state of 
Pennsylvania are not subject to the provisions concerning 
taxation of capital stock as herein enumerated. 

All " full paid, prepaid, or fully matured " stock in any 
building and loan association upon which cash dividends are 
paid is required to pay a state tax equal to that on moneys 
at interest by the tax laws of the state, viz, 4 mills on the 
dollar. Such tax is to be deducted from the cash dividend 
or interest and paid to the treasurer of the state. 
[ Distilling companies are subject to a state tax of 10 mills 
upon each dollar of the actual value of the whole capital 
stock. The auditor general assesses the value upon reports 
by the corporation. 

I Tax on receipts. — Every railroad, pipe line, conduit, steam- 
boat, canal slack water transportation, street car, telephone, 
telegraph, express, electric light, and car company Is required 
to pay a tax of 8 mills on the dollar of gross receipts from 
business in the state. The tax is to be paid semiannually 
upon the last days of January and July. There is a penalty 
of 10 per cent for neglect to make return and pay the tax. 

Private bankers or brokers pay 1 per cent on gross earnings. 
Savings institutions and corporations not subject to a tax on 
their capital stock or gross premiums are subject to a tax of 
3 per cent on their net earnings or income. 

Domestic insurance companies pay a tax of 8 mills upon 
the gross premiums and assessments received from business 
transacted within the state, except companies doing business 
on the mutual plan without capital stock or reserve. The 
companies are to make semiannual reports and pay the taxes 
on the last days of January and July. 

Foreign insurance companies pay an annual tax of 2 per 
cent on gross premiums received from business in the state. 

Tax on corporate loans. — The treasurer of every corpora- 
tion is to deduct from interest payable on any scrip, bond, 
or other indebtedness of the corporation due to residents of 
Pennsylvania a state tax of 4 mills on the dollar of such debts. 



This tax is laid on the bonds of all corporations, public 
or private, excepting banks, savings institutions, and foreign 
insurance companies, and including counties and cities. 

The tax is not on the corporation or its property, but on 
the individual citizen of the state who holds the bonds. The 
corporation is chargeable only as collector. The tax was 
formerly laid on all bondholders, foreign and domestic, but 
was held unconstitutional as to foreign bondholders in the 
case of state tax on foreign-held bonds. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND EEES. 

The following business taxes and licenses are an- 
nual unless otherwise specified: 

Dealers and vendors. — Retail dealers and vendors, $2 and 
also 1 mill additional of the whole volume, gross, of busi- 
ness transacted annually ; wholesale dealers and vendors, $3 
and i mill additional on gross business; dealers and vendors 
at exchanges and boards of trade, 25 cents on each $1,000 
gross sales. 

Brokers' annual license fees — all stock, exchange, bill, real 
estate, and merchandise brokers are required to take out an 
annual license before they engage in business. For such license 
they pay, if a resident of Philadelphia County, $100 ; Allegheny 
County, $50; any other county, $25. In addition to these 
license fees license taxes are collected annually, as follows: 
All brokers, factors, real estate agents, and pawnbrokers pay 
an annual license tax when gross annual receipts are less than 
$5,000, $10; $5,000 to $10,000, $25; $10,000 to $20,000, $50; 
$20,000 and over, $100. Insurance brokers, $10 if issued to an 
individual, $25 to a company. License as excess insurance 
broker, $100; for license as agent for any company not incor- 
porated under the laws of the state, $2. 

Auctioneers pay 3 per cent of the gross amount of annual 
business except in the city of Philadelphia, where the annual 
license fee is $500. 

Shooting galleries, billiards, bowling alleys, etc., $20 for the 
first table or alley and $10 for each additional table or 
alley, and $25 for season at summer resorts, covering all 
tables, alleys, etc., in use on the premises. Manufacturers 
and importers on sale of commercial fertilizers — 100 tons 
or less, $15 for each brand; 100 to 500 tons, $20 for each 
brand ; 500 tons or more, $30 for each brand sold within the 
state during the preceding year; where none has been sold 
within the state, $15 for each distinct brand. 

Wholesale liquor dealers — cities, first and second classes, 
$1,000; cities, third class, $500; borough, $250; townships, 
$125. Rectifiers, compounders, storekeepers, and agents — 
cities, first and second classes, $1,000; cities, third class, $500; 
boroughs, $200; townships, $100. Licenses are collected by 
the county treasurer and paid over to the state, as follows: 
Retail liquor dealers (for state in addition to local licenses) — 
cities, first and second classes, $100 ; other cities, $50 ; bor- 
oughs, $50; townships, $25. Distillers — production less than 
50 barrels, $100; 50 to 100 barrels, $200; 100 to 200 barrels, 
$250; 200 to 300. barrels, $300; 300 to 400 barrels, $400; 
400 to 500 barrels, $500; 500 to 3,000 barrels, $1,000; 3,000 
to 5,000 barrels, $1,250; 5,000 to 10,000 barrels, $1,500; 10,000 to 
20,000 barrels, $1,750; over 20,000 barrels, $2,000; all new 
distilleries and breweries, first year, $1,000. Bottlers — cities, 
first and second classes, $500; cities, third class, $350; 
boroughs, $250; townships, $125. Brewers' license to sell 
to licensed dealers only, $1,000; and the following wholesale 
licenses: Production, less than 1,000 barrels, $250; 1,000 to 
2,000 barrels, $300; 2,000 to 3,000 barrels, $400; 3.000 to 
5.000 barrels, $500; 5,000 to 10,000 barrels, $750; 10,000 to 
20,000 barrels, $1,000; 20,000 to 30,000 barrels, $1,250; 30,000 
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40,000 barrels, $1,500; 40,000 to 50,000 barrels, $1,750; 50,000 
to 60,000 bari5ls, $2,000; 60,000 to 70,000 barrels, $2,250; 
70,000 to 80,000 barrels, $2,500 ; 80,000 to 90,000 barrels, $2,750 ; 
90,000 to 100,000 barrels, $3,000; 100,000 to 150,000 barrels, 
$4,000; 150,000 to 200,000 barrels, $4,500; 200,000 to 300,000 
barrels, $5,000; over 300,000 barrels, $6,000. Manufacturers, 
dealers, and users of oleomargarine and renovated butter — 
manufacturers, $1,000 ; wholesale dealers, $500 ; retail dealers, 
$100; restaurant keepers and liotel proprietors, $50; board- 
ing house keepers, $10. Hawkers and peddlers— retail ped- 
dlers, on foot, $8; with one horse and wagon, ,$16; with two 
horses and wagon, $25 ; wholesale peddlers, with one horse and 
wagon, $40; with two horses and wagon, $50. Retail licenses 
authorize to do business within the county where Issued; 
wholesale licenses authorize to do business in any part of 
the state. 

Stallions and jacks, registration and licensing the same, 
$3, and $1 for renewal of license, payable to the state. 

By secretary of the commonwealth. — Filing papers creating 
corporation, $30 ; filing increase or decrease, capital stock, $35, 
with waiver of notice ; without waiver of notice, $30 ; filing 
articles of association, railroads, $82; filing agreements of 
merger and consolidation, $65; amendments to charter, $30; 
instrument incorporating bank, per $1,000 capital, 10 cents; 
instrument incorporating companies, $25 ; prothonotary writ 
of error or appeal entered by the supreme court, to be paid 
by the losing party, $3.50 ; original writs in common pleas, 50 
cents ; transcript of judgment of justice of peace, 25 cents. 

By insurance commissioner. — For valuation of life policies 
not exceeding 1 cent for each $1,000 of insurance valued; 
for filing copy of charter, $25 ; for filing annual or other state- 
ments, $20 ; for license to company or certified copy, $2 ; for 
each copy of any paper filed, 20 cents per folio and $1 for cer- 
tificate ; for any other certificate, $2. 

By register of wills. — Probate of wills or letters of adminis- 
tration, 50 cents. 

By recorder of deeds. — Recording deeds and mortgages, 50 
cents; commissions of inferior officers of cities and counties, 
clerks of court, health oflicers, notaries, recorders, etc., $10. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Pennsylvania. 

County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — Property 
subject to and exempt from taxation for county pur- 
poses is as follows : 

(1) Real estate, including all houses, lands, lots of ground 
•of all descriptions, furnaces, forges, bloomeries,- distilleries, 
sugarhouses, malthouses, breweries, tanyards, and ferries. 

(2) The following personal property, viz: All horses, mares, 
geldings, and cattle above the age of 4 years. Mortgages, 
judgments, and articles of agreement given by corporations 
for the sale of real estate are taxable. 

(3) In addition to public property, churches, cemeteries not 
used for private or corporate profit, hospitals, colleges, and 
institutions of learning, benevolence, or charity, public libra- 
ries, and endowments thereof and property used for public 
museums and art galleries are exempt, including, however, 
only the land necessary for the convenient use of the building 
or buildings erected or hereafter to be erected thereon, occu- 
pied, and used for the purposes above described ; and provid- 
ing also that all property, real and personal, in actual use and 



occupation for the purposes aforesaid shall be subject to taxa- 
tion, unless the person or persons, associations or corporations 
so using and occupying the same shall be seized of the legal 
or equitable title in the realty and possessor of the personal 
property absolutely. 

Mortgages, judgments, and moneys owing upon articles of 
agreement for the sale of real estate, except those of cor- 
porations, are exempt from all taxation except for state 
purposes. 

h. Assessment. — The county assessment is made 
triennially by the assessors of the respective town- 
ships, wards, and districts. The assessment is to be 
made between the second Monday of September and 
the 31st day of December, and refers to the second 
Monday in September. 

The reassessment of property between the periods 
of the triennial assessments is required to be completed 
and the return thereof made to the commissioners not 
later than 90 days from the date of the issuing of the 
precepts to the assessors, which are issued on or before 
the second Monday of September. Property is to be 
assessed at its actual value, being the price for which 
it would sell. The list is made by the assessors, and 
no statement of valuation is required of the taxpayer. 
Timberlands are assessed separately from cleared 
lands. No reduction from the value of real estate is 
made for any ground rent, dower, or mortgage. 

In counties of 800,000 to 1,400,000 population, as 
shown by the last Federal census, all assessments and 
valuations of real and personal property taxable for 
state and county purposes, including occupations, shall 
be made by the board for the assessment and revision 
of taxes, which is appointed by the county commis- 
sioners for a term of four years. 

The county is divided into districts and a subordi- 
nate assessor appointed for each of said districts by 
the board. In counties coming under the provisions 
of this act, the office of ward, borough, or township 
assessor is abolished in so far as respects assessments 
for state and county purposes. 

Failure to make return renders the taxpayer liable 
to an increase of 50 per cent of the assessment. False 
return is punishable by a fine of $500 or imprisonment 
not exceeding seven years. 

All offices and posts of profit, professions, trades, and occupa- 
tions, and all single freemen above the age of 21 years who do 
not follow any occupation or calling, are to be assessed by the 
assessors of the several counties along with real estate and per- 
sonal property. 

All unseated lands — that is, lands lacking either residence or 
cultivation — are to be assessed in the same manner as other 
property. Holders of such lands are to make returns to the 
commissioners of the county under penalty of quadruple the 
tax. 

Seated lands are to be assessed where the mansion house is 
situated. 

c. Equalization. — The board of revision equalizes 
the valuation of property in. the county, and they may 
raise the whole of the valuation. 
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An appeal lies to the commissioners of the county by 
the taxpayer from the sum for which he stands rated 
and the rate per cent of such amount. Freeholders 
may appeal from the commissioners to the court of 
common pleas for the district where the property is 
situated. The county commissioners supervise the tri- 
ennial assessment and may raise or reduce valuations 
only in such year. 

2. Rate— 

The county commissioners apportion taxes among 
the wards, townships, and districts according to the 
valuation of taxable property and other subjects of 
taxation. The tax is not to exceed 1 cent on every 
dollar of valuation. 

The rate for any office or post of profit, profession, 
trade, or occupation, or on any single freeman who 
follows no occupation, is to be lowered in due propor- 
tion as the tax on property is lower than 1 cent on the 
dollar. 

3. Collection — 

State, county, borough, and township taxes are col- 
lected by the local tax collectors of the boroughs and 
townships, who are compensated by commissions. In 
townships of the first class the tax collections are made 
by the township treasurer. 

On receipt of the tax duplicate the collector gives 
notice, and all persons who make payment within 
60 days are entitled to a reduction of 5 per cent. 
Warrants for collection are in effect two years. Col- 
lectors have power to levy by distress and sale of chat- 
tels, and if necessary to confine the delinquent in jail. 
Lands may be sold for county and township taxes two 
years due. Taxes on unseated lands are to be paid 
within a year. All taxes, county, township, poor, 
school, or municipal (except in cities of the first and 
second classes) are a lien on real estate from the date 
of levy for three years, and, if recorded, for five years. 

RefuTuT of state tax on personalty . — Three-fourths 
of the state tax on personalty is refunded to the coun- 
ties where collected. 

B AND C. POLI/ AND INHERITANCE TAXES. 

There are no county poll or inheritance taxes. 

D. COEPOEATION TAXES. 

Bonuses received by the state from foreign railway 
corporations are to be paid to the counties in which 
the lines are located in proportion to the assessed val- 
uation of real estate in the counties. (By virtue of 
the payment of the bonus, the railroad is relieved from 
local taxation on its property.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

An annual dog tax to be fixed by the county commissioners, 
not to exceed tbe following rates per annum: Male dog, $2; 
female dog, $4; spayed female dog, $2. Detectives, annual 
license, $25. 



Counties receive $100 from municipal license on retail liquor 
dealers and one-fiftli of each township or borough license. 

In counties of less than 150,000 inhabitants the prothono- 
taries or clerks of the several courts, the register of wills, 
and recorder of deeds, from fees received, are required to pay 
to the country treasurer for the use of the respective counties, 
after deducting for all necessary clerli hire and office expenses, 
50 per cent on the amount of any excess over $2,000 annually. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — In the 
various municipal divisions the property included 
and exempt is, in the main, the same as for county 
taxation. 

The cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh have special sys- 
tems for local taxation on the property subject to county and 
municipal taxes. In addition, by city ordinances, the offices, 
depots, car houses, and other real property, except the super- 
structure of the roads and water stations, of railroad corpo- 
rations situated in these cities are subject to taxation for 
municipal purposes. Pittsburgh also is authorized to tax the 
property subject to taxation for state purposes. 

i. Assessment. — In townships and boroughs the 
assessment is the same as that for county purposes. 
In cities of the first class (those with a population of 
1,000,000 or over) the assessment is made annually by 
the assessors of the districts into which counties of 
1,250,000 population are divided. In cities of the sec- 
ond class (those with a population of from 100,000 to 
1,000,000) the assessment is made by the city board of 
assessors^ who take as a basis the last preceding as- 
sessment and revise, equalize, and alter it. 

By enactment of 1911, all real estate in cities of the 
second class is taxable at a uniform rate without any 
discrimination of any kind or classification as hereto- 
fore. The assessment is made triennially, but the 
assessors have power to make a new assessment in any 
wards they deem necessary in any year subsequent to 
the triennial assessment. Machinery of all kinds is 
exempt, but traction engines are taxable. 

In cities of the second class water rates are assessed 
as taxes. In cities of the third class (those with a 
population less than 100,000) the city board of asses- 
sors makes the assessment during the year of the tri- 
ennial assessment for county purposes. 

'1. Equalization. — In townships and boroughs the 
assessment is equalized by the county commissioners; 
in cities of the first class by the board of revision ; in 
cities of the second class by the board of assessors ; and 
in cities of the third class by the board of revision. 
From any of these an appeal lies to the county court 
of common pleas. 

2. Rate — 

Townships are of two classes ; those having a popu- 
lation of at least 300 to the square mile are of the first 
class ; all others are of the second class. 
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Supervisors of townships may levy an annual tax 
not exceeding 1 cent on the dollar for township pur- 
poses. Koad supervisors in townships of the first class 
and township supervisors in second-class townships may 
levy a like tax of not more than 10 mills on the dol- 
lar for the construction and maintenance of roads and 
highways. A tax not to exceed 10 additional mills 
may be levied by order of the court of quarter sessions 
of the peace of that county upon petition of the board 
of supervisors, provided that the said road tax shall 
be collected in cash and no such taxes shall be payable 
in labor or worked out. Each township shall receive 
annually from the state 50 per cent of the total 
amount of road tax collected by such township, pro- 
vided that no township shall receive in any one year 
more than $20 for each mile of township road in said 
township. 

Overseers of the poor may, with approbation of 
any two justices of the peace of the county, also levy 
a tax not exceeding 1 cent on the dollar. 

Every borough has the power to levy and collect a 
tax of not exceeding 1 cent on the dollar. 

In cities the councils fix the rate of municipal taxa- 
tion, but in cities of the third class the rate for gen- 
eral purposes is limited to 10 mills on the dollar. 
3. Collection — 

In townships and boroughs the collection is the same 
as for county taxes, except that a taxable is allowed 
to pay not less than one-fourth or more than one-half 
of the road tax by labor on the highways. But in 
townships of the second class, by an enactment of 1911, 
the road tax is to be collected in cash. 

City collectors are vested with the same powers as 
the collectors of state and county taxes. 

There are certain special provisions as to liens and 
methods of collection. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

In cities of the second and third classes a tax of $1 
upon each resident may be levied in lieu of the former 
taxes on trades, professions, and occupations. 

In townships upon every taxable the supervisors may 
levy $1, one-half at least to be paid in money and the 
balance in work. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

One-half of the net amount received from the 2 per 
cent tax upon premiums of foreign fire insurance com- 
panies is to be paid to the cities, boroughs, and town- 
ships of the first class, wherein such foreign companies 
transact business. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Cities of the first and second classes are authorized 
to issue licenses for pawnbrokers, omnibuses, and 



other vehicles, including street cars; for the sale of 
petroleum and gunpowder ; for lodging houses, vendors, 
and sundry other minor occupations. 

Keepers of billiard tables, pool tables, etc., are re- 
quired to pay a license fee of $25 for the first table 
and $15 for every other table, in cities of the first class. 

Cities of the third class are authorized to levy and 
collect for general revenue purposes a license tax not 
exceeding $100 annually on various occupations and 
lines of business and amusements. 

Every city is authorized to tax dogs. 

Transient retail merchants selling at bankrupt sales, etc., are- 
required to take out a license. The amount is to be fixed by 
the authorities of the city, borough, or township, between $25 
and $200 per month, to be paid to the local school fund. 

Retail liquor dealers' licenses for one year are as follows: 
Cities, first and second classes ($100 of this goes to county), 
$1,000; cities, third class, $500; other cities, $300; boroughs, 
$150; townships (for roads and schools, except that one-fifth 
goes to county), $75. 

Pittsburgh may tax sales of merchandise at the rate of 5 
mills on the dollar and an annual business tax of one-third of 
1 mill on the dollar on the average quarterly business of com- 
mission merchants, brokers, banks, insurance agencies, express 
companies, and telegraph companies. 

Employment agencies pay a license fee of $50 in cities of the 
first and second classes for use of the city, but this does not 
apply to agencies which procure employment for school 
teachers exclusively ; nor to registries of any incorporated 
association of nurses; nor to bureaus or departments con- 
ducted by those who seek help for their own employment, 
(vhere no fee is charged the applicant for employment. 

Motor vehicles are required to be registered by the state 
highway department ; the fee is $5 for vehicles of less than 20 
horsepower ; $10 for over 20 and less than 50 horsepower ; $15 
for those of 50 horsepower or over; motorcycles, $2. Manu- 
facturers' or dealers' fees for registration, $5 for each certifi- 
cate and pair of number tags. Chaulfeur's license fee, $2. 
The revenue is used for the improvement of the roads of the 
commonwealth. There is no fee collected on motor fire appa- 
ratus or motor ambulances owned by municipalities nor on 
motor ambulances owned and used by hospitals. 

Restaurants, annually, $2, and in addition 1 mill on each 
dollar of gross business transacted annually. 

Theaters and museums — cities, first class, $500, except 
where the capacity of the building is less than 400, $30; 
cities, second class, $400; but if seating capacity is not more 
than 1,000 nor less than 400, $75; when less than 400, $30; 
cities, third class, $75 ; boroughs and townships, $30. Circuses 
and menageries held in any such cities, boroughs, and town- 
ships in buildings as aforesaid are subject to same require- 
ments as to license as enumerated for theatrical, operatic per- 
formances, and museums payable by the owners of such build- 
ings; but owners of circuses desiring a license for the whole 
state may secure same for one year upon payment of $1,000. 

School Revenues. 

State appropriations are distributed to school dis- 
tricts, one-third on the basis of the number of teachers 
paid, one-third according to the number of children 
of school age, and one-third according to the number 
of taxpayers. 

The school directors of any district are to fix the 
amount of tax necessary for the district not exceeding 
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the amount of state and county taxes, on all objects, 
persons, and property taxable for state or county pur- 
poses. The tax on trades, professions, and occupa- 
tions, or on single freemen, is not to be less than $1. A 
poll tax may be levied in lieu of the occupation tax. for 
school purposes. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

An important act was approved May 15, 1913, having for its 
purpose tlie classification, in cities of tlie second class, of real 
estate, for the purpose of taxation, into two classes, to wit: 
the buildings on the land and the land exclusive of buildings, 
and by providing for the assessment of a less tax upon the 
buildings than upon the land exclusive of the buildings. It 
is as follows : The city council must, in determining the rate, 
assess a tax on the building as follows: In 1914 and 1915, 
"A tax upon the building equal to A of the highest rate of 
tax required for said years." This rate is to be decreased 
until, in 1925 and in each succeeding year the rate will be 
equal to iV of the highest rate of tax required to be assessed. 
In other words, after that date the land will bear two-thirds 
of the taxation and the buildings one-third. 

It was provided also that certain classes of personal prop- 
erty were made taxable for county purposes and in cities coex- 
tensive with counties for city and county purposes at the 
rate of 4 mills on the dollar, as follows : "All mortgages ; all 
moneys owing by solvent debtors, whether by promissory note, 
or penal or single bill, bond or judgment ; all articles of agree- 
ment and accounts bearing interest ; all public loans whatso- 
ever, except those issued by this commonwealth or the United 
States, and those made taxable for state purposes; all loans 
Issued by any corporation, association, company, or limited 
partnership, created or formed under the laws of this common- 
wealth or of the United States, or of any other state or 
government, including car-trust securities and loans secured 
by bonds or any other form of certificate or evidence of in- 
debtedness, whether the interest be included in the principal 
of the obligation or payable by the terms thereof, except such 
loans as are made taxable for state purposes ; all shares of 
stock in any bank, corporation, association, company, or lim- 
ited partnership, created or formed under the laws of this com- 
monwealth or of the United States, or of any other state 
or government, except shares of stock in any bank, corpora- 
tion, or limited partnership that may be liable to a tax on its 
shares or its capital stock for state purposes under the laws 
of this commonwealth, or relieved from the payment of tax 
on its shares or capital stock for state purposes by the laws 
of the commonwealth; all moneys loaned or invested in other 
states, territories, the District of Columbia, or foreign coun- 
tries; all other moneyed capital in the hands of individual 



citizens of the state ; all stages, omnibuses, hacks, cabs, and 
other vehicles used in transporting passengers for hire, except 
steam and street passenger railway cars, owned, used, or pos- 
sessed within this commonwealth by any person or persons, 
or by any corporate body or bodies; all annuities yielding 
annually over two hundred dollars." 

"All scrip, bonds, or certificates of indebtedness issued by 
any and every private corporation, incorporated or created 
under the laws of this commonwealth or the laws of any other 
state or of the United States, and doing business in this com- 
monwealth, and all scrip, bonds, or certificates of indebtedness 
issued by any county, city, borough, township, school district, 
or incorporated district of this commonwealth " were made 
taxable at the same rate for state purposes. 

The provisions of this act do not apply to bank notes or 
notes discounted or negotiated by any bank or banking insti- 
tution, savings Institutions, or trust company ; to building and 
loan associations or to savings institutions having no capital 
stock; to fire companies, firemen's relief associations, life or 
fire insurance corporations having no capital stock, secret 
and beneficial societies, labor unions and labor union relief 
associations, and all beneficial organizations paying sick or 
death benefits, or either or both, from funds received from 
voluntary contributions, or assessments upon members of such 
associations, societies, or unions. 

Companies which are liable to the tax on capital stock for 
state purposes are not required to pay this tax on mortgages, 
bonds, and other securities owned by them in their own right, 
but are required to pay it on such securities held by them as 
trustees, executors, administrators, guardians, or in any other 
manner. 

Property taxable under this act for county or for city and 
county purposes is not taxable for any other local or state 
purpose, and property taxable for state purposes is not taxable 
for county, school, or other local purposes. 

The duties of the board of revenue commissioners in equal- 
izing the assessment of taxes for the use of the state among 
the several cities and counties were abolished by this act. 

Another important law passed by the legislature of 1913 
was that which placed a tax of 2i per cent on the market 
value of each ton of anthracite coal produced in the state. 
This tax is distributed one-half to the state and one-half to 
the county in which the coal is produced, the latter being 
divided among the cities, boroughs, and townships of the 
county, based on population. (The question of the constitu- 
tionality of this law is now pending in the courts.) 

Several changes were made in license fees, but none of great 
importance. A new license fee was imposed on persons or 
firms advertising or representing goods to be from stock of 
bankrupt firms of not less than $100 or more than $200 per 
month in cities, incorporated towns, and boroughs, and of $25 
per month in townships. 
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Rhode Island depends, for its state revenue, on the 
general property tax, the tax on corporate excess, 
on participation accounts and bank shares, on the 
gross earnings tax on public service corporations, and 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

The General Laws, Revision of 1909. 

The Laws of Rhode Island from 1909 to .lanunry session, 
1913. 

Report of Board of Tax ("cimniissioners, 1912. 



on the tax on oyster ground leases. The revenues 
from these taxes, except that on general property, are 
for state use only. The state also participates in cer- 
tain business taxes, licenses, fines, fees, etc. The 
state receives one-fourth of the revenues from liquor 
licenses. 

There is a local poll tax of $1 in lieu of other taxes 
upon persons whose taxes do not amount to $1. 

There is no inheritance tax. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 2. * * * all laws should be made for the good of 
"the whole; and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly 
•distributed among its citizens. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 15. The general assembly shall, from time to time, pro- 
vide .for making new valuations of property for the assessment 
of taxes in such manner as they deem best. 

AMENDMENT VII. 

Sec. 2. The assessors of each town and city shall annually 
assess upon every person, who, if registered, would be qualified 
to vote, a tax of $1 or such sum as with his other taxes shall 
amount to $1, which tax shall be paid into the treasury of the 
town or city to be applied to the support of public schools 
therein. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Tax assessors, usually three in number, in each town, 
elected for different terms, one being elected annually at the 
towu elections. They receive such compensation as the town 
allows. 

(2) Collectors of taxes elected annually at the town meet- 
ing. They are paid a commission of 5 per cent for collecting, 
unless they agree with the towns for less. In cities, if no 
tax collector is elected, his duties are performed by the city 
treasurer. 

(3) The state board of tax commissioners, three in number, 
appointed by the governor for terms of six years, the term of 
one member expiring every two years. 

(4) General treasurer of the state elected every two years. 

State Ee-\'enues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real 
property in the state, all personal property belonging 
to the inhabitants thereof, and all tangible personal 
property located in the state belonging to nonresi- 
dents is liable to taxation unless otherwise specially 
provided. 

(1) Eeal estate, for the purpose of taxation, includes all 
lands and buildings, buildings on leased land, the leases 
whereof are written and recorded; the main wheels, steam 
engines, dynamos, boilers, and shafts, whether upright or 
horizontal, drums, pulleys, and wheels attached to any real 
estate for operating machinery, and all steam pipes, gas and 
water pipes, ammonia pipes, air pipes, gas fixtures, electric fix- 
tures, and water fixtures attached to and all kettles set and 
used in any manufacturing establishment when owned by the 
owners of the real estate to which they are attached. 

(,2) Personal property, for the purposes of taxation, in- 
cludes all goods, chatties, debts due from solvent persons, 
money and effects, wherever they may be, all ships or vessels, 
at home or abroad, all stocks and securities, shares in any 



bank or banking association, in any turnpike, bridge, or other 
corporation, within or without the state, except such as are 
specially exempt. 

Tangible personal property is partially defined to in- 
clude the fixtures enumerated above, under Eeal estate, when 
not owned in such a manner as to bring them under the 
definition of real estate, also all picking, carding, spooling, 
drawing, spinning, and reeling frames, dressing and warping 
machines, looms, tools, and machines of all sorts propelled by 
steam, water, electric, or other power in any factory, machine 
shop, print works, manufacturing or other establishment of 
any kind; and all live stock and farming tools on farms; all 
fixtures, tools, machinery, stock in livery stables, live stock, 
farming tools, goods, wares, merchandise, and other stock in 
trade, including stock in the business of manufacturing or of 
the mechanic arts, and all other tangible personal property 
situated or being in any town, in or upon any store, mill, 
dockyard, piling ground, place for the sale of property, shop, 
office, mine, quarry, farm, place of storage, manufactory, 
warehouse, or dwelling house. The purpose of this definition 
is to define the situs of such property, which is to be in the 
town or city in vs-hich such tangible personal property is 
located. 

(3) Exemptions are: Property belonging to the state and 
to the United States (town and city property is not alto- 
gether exempt and, as a matter of fact, has been included in 
state, but not in local, valuations) ; buildings for free public 
schools and buildings for religious worship and the land on 
which they stand, not exceeding 1 acre, as far as used for 
religious or educational purposes ; buildings and the land on 
which they stand, not exceeding 1 acre, and personal estate 
of any corporation used in educational purposes not for 
profit; estates and persons of the president and professors of 
Brown "University and their families to an amount not ex- 
ceeding $10,000 for each ofiicer ; lands used exclusively for 
burial purposes; property, real and personal, of incorporated 
library societies and free public libraries ; property held for 
the support of the poor, for hospitals, or for public education ; 
almshouses with lands, except that almshouses belonging to 
towns are subject to taxation by school districts in which they 
are situated ; bonds and other securities issued and exempted 
from taxation by the government of the United States, or of 
this state; estates of persons who, in the judgment of the 
assessors, are unable to pay ; the household furniture and 
family stores of a housekeeper in the whole, including beds 
and bedding, not exceeding in value the sum of $300 ; the 
bibles, school books, and other books in use in the family, not 
exceeding in value the sum of $300; land, not more than 300 
acres to one person and worth not more than $25 an acre, 
planted to certain kinds of trees and managed under a forest 
working plan approved by the state commissioner of forestry 
for 15 years from the time of planting or necessary replanting ; 
manufacturing property by vote of the towns for 10 years. 

Residents of this state shall not be taxed in this state for 
shares held by them in national banking associations located 
without this state, the shares of which are taxed in the states 
where such national banking associations are located. 

The property of any honorably discharged Union soldier or 
sailor of the War of the Rebellion, or of the widow (remaining 
unmarried) of such soldier or sailor, to be exempt from tax- 
ation to the amount of $1,000, unless said soldier or sailor or 
widow thereof shall voluntarily make waiver of said exemp- 
tion at time of assessment, or shall be possessed of property of 
the value of $5,000. The property of the wife of any such 
soldier or sailor is likewise exempted from taxation in like 
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iimount and in same manner ; real estate used exclusively for 
military purposes, owned by chartered or incorporated organ- 
izations approved by tbe adjutant general, composed of mem- 
bers of the national guard, naval militia, or independent 
chartered military organizations ; buildings and personal estate 
of any incorporated public charity Institution; property spe- 
cially exempt by charter unless exemption vraived in whole or 
in part; the real estate and personal property of any incorpo- 
rated volunteer fire engine company in actual service. 

t. Assessment. — The state board of tax commission- 
ers has general charge and control over the taxation of 
the corporate excess of manufacturing, mercantile, and 
miscellaneous corporations; over the taxation of pub- 
lic service corporations; and over the tax on the les- 
sees of oyster grounds. These several taxes are paid 
directly into the state treasury. The board is also 
charged with conferring with and advising local as- 
sessors so as to produce uniformity in assessment 
throughout the state. The board prepares uniform 
assessment blanks for the cities and towns, and the 
local officials are required to make from the records 
such annual reports to the board as it may require. 

In general, all real and tangible personal property 
is assessed by the town or the city assessors in the 
towns or cities in which it is located and all other per- 
sonal property in the town in which the owner resides. 

Intangible personal property under the immediate 
control of a guardian takes its situs at the residence 
of the ward; that under the control of executors, ad- 
ministrators, or trustees at the residence of the per- 
son to whom the income is to be paid. But if such 
ward or other person live outside the state, then such 
property takes its situs at the residence of the guar- 
dian, executors, administrators, or trustees. 

Intangible personal property of a copartnership is 
taxed to the copartnership in the town in which it 
carries on its business. If the partners have places 
of business in two or more towns, the intangible prop- 
erty is equitably apportioned between the several towns 
in proportion to the tangible personal property in 
each town in which said business is carried on, any de- 
duction for debts due from the partnership being made 
in each town in the ratio of the tax in such town. 

No shareholder is liable to taxation on shares held 
in any corporation within or without the state, or in 
any banking association, when the corporation in its 
corporate capacity is taxed for an amount equal to 
the value of its property and equal to the market value 
of its shares; in case such corporation or association 
is taxed less than said amount, such shareholder is 
taxed only for the difference between the market value 
of each share held and the proportionate amount per 
share at which the corporation was last taxed. 

Actual indebtedness may be deducted from personal 
property liable to taxation. 

Eesi dents are not assessed on property taxed iu 
another state. 



The time of assessment is fixed by each of the 38 
towns and cities independently, so that, unless by 
chance, the date would not be the same in any two- 
jurisdictions. 

All property liable to taxation is to be assessed at 
its full and fair cash value by the assessors. Every 
person, corporation, or association is required to de- 
liver to the assessor a sworn list of the property 
owned or under his control, specifying the value, which 
value is not, however, binding upon the assessor. 
\Vhoever neglects to bring in a sworn list has no 
remedy if overassessed. 

All property is required to be listed in separate 
columns by the assessors, as land, buildings, and other 
improvements, tangible personal property, and in- 
tangible personal property, and distinguishing those 
who give in an account from those who do not, and 
the tax is apportioned accordingly. 

Real estate liable to taxation and which has been 
omitted from assessment or erroneously or illegally 
assessed in any year may be reassessed during any 
of the following six years to the person or persons 
who were the owner or owners or trustee or trustees 
at the time of such omission or erroneous or illegal 
assessment. 

The shares of all state banks or trust companies, 
other than savings banks and of national banks, are 
assessed to the owners by the board of tax commis- 
sioners, but the tax thereon is paid by the bank as 
agent of the shareholders. The bank thereupon has 
a lien on the shares. The statutes provide that the 
assessment of the bank and trust company shares is 
to be made by April 1 of each year. 

Oysters in beds leased from the state are declared 
by statute to be the personal property of the lessee 
and are assessed by the state board of commissioners 
at the rental value. 

c. Equalization. — There is no provision for equali- 
zation, strictly so called, but any person aggrieved by 
assessment may petition the supreme court for relief. 
This petition, however, does not stay proceedings for 
collecting the taxes. 

2. Rate— 

There is a fixed rate of 9 cents on each $100 of the 
ratable property of the several towns and cities, which 
is to be assessed annually, collected, and paid by them 
to the state treasurer. 

Money on hand, money at interest or on deposit, other than 
that which is taxable to a banli, savings bank, or trust com- 
pany, and the fair cash value of debts, whether or not secured 
by mortgage or pledge, due to the person, copartnership, or 
corporation to be taxed (all of the foregoing are included to 
such an amount as the value of such money and such debts 
shall exceed the amount such person, copartnership, or corpo- 
ration is indebted to others, including in such indebtedness to 
(ithers any debts secured by a mortgage or pledge given by 
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such person, copartnership, or corporation) ; government, state, 
•and municipal bonds, and securities, not exempt from taxation 
by the laws of the United States or of this state ; the stoclts, 
bonds, and securities of all corporations carrying on business 
for profit in the state which are not specifically exempted from 
taxation by the laws of the state ; the stocks, bonds, and securi- 
ties of all corporations which do not carry on business for 
profit in the state ; the shares of all state banks or trust com- 
panies (other than savings banks), and of national banks; and 
all other intangible personal property shall be taxed at the 
uniform rate of 40 cents for each $100 of assessed valuation. 

To meet the interest and sinliing fund requirements of the 
metropolitan park commission, a committee is appointed to 
equitably arrive at the proportion due from each city and town 
included in the operation of the park commission. The state 
treasurer, using such proportion, estimates the respective 
•amounts due and includes said amounts in the sum charged 
against such cities and towns for state taxes. The maximum 
rate which can be levied against any city or town for said pur- 
pose must not exceed one-half mill on each dollar of assessed 
valuation. 

Upon the rental value of oyster beds the tax rate is 10 per 
cent. The higher rate is to compensate for the lower valuation. 
The purpose of the rental value assessment and higher rate is 
•evidently to simplify the process of assessment of this class of 
property. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, upon property 
are collected by the town and city collectors. The 
taxes for the state are to be paid by the several towns, 
one-half before June 15 and one-half before December 
15. The general treasurer issues his warrant for the 
collection of state taxes to the town collectors. The 
towns and their officers are liable to the state for the 
tax. Execution may be levied on the property of the 
towns or inhabitants thereof. 

Taxes assessed on either personal or real estate are 
a lien on the real estate in the town. The collector 
may distrain property. 

Taxes on bank and trust company shares and on th« 
rental value of oyster beds are collected directly by the 
state treasurer, and the proceeds are entirely state 
revenues. Taxes on the shares of national banks, 
however, are collected by the state treasurer merely as 
agent for and by him apportioned to the town or city 
in which the national bank is located. 

Payment of the tax on bank and trust company 
shares is due July 1 and delinquent after July 15 of 
«ach year. 

B AND C. POLL AND INHERITANCE TAXES. 

There are no state poll or inheritance taxes. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

In general, corporations are taxed under the gen- 
■eral property tax. 

Every corporation and joint-stock company or association 
•carrying on business for profit (except trust companies and 
banks generally ; express corporations carrying on business on 
steamboats, steam or electric railroads, or street railways ; 
steam or ferry boat common carriers; steam or street railway 



corporations and those operating dining, sleeping, chair, or 
parlor cars; public service telegraph, cable, or telephone, or 
gas, water, light, heat, and power companies) in addition to 
taxes on real estate and tangible personal property, pays an 
annual tax of 40 cents upon the value of its corporate excess. 
Shares of stock, bonds, or other evidences of Indebtedness of 
such corporations are not taxable to the holders. 

" Corporate excess," as ascertained by the board of tax com- 
missioners, is the amount obtained by taking the average value 
of the capital stock during the preceding calendar year, adding 
thereto the amount of bonrls and other indebtedness incurred 
by the acquisition of real estate or of tangible personal prop- 
erty and adding also any other Indebtedness returned by the 
corporation as a measure of value, and from the total of these 
items deducting the value of exempt property and the value of 
property locally taxed. 

In the case of Rhode Island corporations conducting busi- 
ness both within and without the state the corporate excess is 
determined in the same manner as above, except that the de- 
duction of locally taxed property and exempt property is then 
made from only a representative part of the aggregate value of 
the property of the corporation. This part is ascertained by 
applying the same percentage to the aggregate value of the 
property as the value of real and tangible jjersonal property 
located within or gross receipts from within the state bears 
to the total value of real and tangible personal property (with- 
out deduction for debt thereon) or to the total gross receipts. 
Where most of the profits come from real estate and tangible 
personal property the percentage is determined by the value 
method ; where mostly from intangible personal property, by 
the gross receipts method ; and where neither of these methods 
is equitably applicable then such percentage as is applicable 
is to be determined by the board. 

Insurance companies and surety companies which pay the 
gross earnings tax hereinafter mentioned are exempted from 
the corporate excess tax. 

Any corporation aggrieved by the tax assessed against it as 
finally fixed by the commission may seek relief by petition 
to the superior court of Providence and Bristol Counties. 

Telegraph and telephone companies are taxed 2 per cent, 
express companies 3 per cent, and steamboat, ferry, steam or 
electric railroads, street railways, dining, sleeping, and parlor 
cars, gas, water, and electric lighting, heating, and power com- 
panies 1 per cent on their gross earnings derived from business 
transacted within the state. The 1 per cent tax is in lieu of 
all other taxation upon the intangible personal property or 
corporate excess of e-\-ery such corporation the property of 
which is operated in the state by any such corporation liable 
to such gross earnings tax. The 2 or 3 per cent taxes are in 
lieu of all other taxes upon the " lines, cables, conduits, ducts, 
pipes, machines and machinery, equipment, and other per- 
sonal property or estate " used exclusively in the business of 
such corporation within the state. The state board of tax 
commissioners assesses the gross earnings tax. 

The tax is to be paid to the state treasurer on or before 
July 15, and, if not then paid, shall bear interest at the rate 
of 8 per cent per annum from the 1st day of July until paid 
if such payment is made before the commencement of legal 
proceedings for the recovery of the tax, and at the rate of 10 
per cent per annum if made after the commencement of such 
proceedings. The tax is a lien on real estate of the corpora- 
tions. Shares of stock, bonds, or other evidences of indebted- 
ness of companies subject to the gross earnings tax are not 
taxable to the holders. 

Savings banks, on or before August 1, pay to the state 40 
cents on each $100 of deposits and on each $100 of re.served 
profits. 
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Trust companies incorporated in Khode Island pay a similar 
tax on deposits in " participating " accounts. 

Insurance companies of the state, except mutual insurance 
companies, pay 2 per cent of tbe gross premiums and assess- 
ments received . during the year on property insured in the 
state or on property in other states where such premiums are 
not taxed, and domestic mutual insurance companies pay a tax 
of 1 per cent on gross premiums received and assessments col- 
lected during the year. 

Foreign insurance companies' agents, other than mutual, and 
those of foreign surety companies are required to pay a tax of 
2 per cent on the amount of premiums and assessments received 
in the state, and foreign mutual insurance companies and 
agents pay a tax of 1 per cent on gross premiums received and 
assessments collected during the year. 

Fire insurance companies are allovyed to deduct from pre- 
miums and assessments received so much thereof as may have 
been returned to policyholders during the year upon cancella- 
tions provided the standard form of fire policy shall have 
been used. 

Foreign building and loan associations pay one-fourth of 1 
per cent on capital actually paid in during the preceding 
calendar year from residents, vyith certain deductions for 
loans, etc. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND TEES. 

The state receives one-fourth of the liquor licenses 
collected by the towns and cities ; one-half of the pro- 
ceeds of town and city licenses on shows, exhibitions, 
bowling alleys, billiard tables and shooting galleries; 
and seven-eighths of the duties on auction sales, which 
are one-tenth of 1 per cent of the property sold. 

Hawters and peddlers : Annual — jewelry, state, $200, Provi- 
dence County, $100, other counties, $50; other merchandise, 
state, $60, Providence County, $30, other counties, $15 ; certain 
patented articles, state, $50, with no county license. Hawkers 
and peddlers of " other merchandise " may take out quarterly 
licenses for state and Providence County. Itinerant vendors, 
after making a special deposit of $1,000 with general treasurer, 
pay a quarterly state license of $200 and a further local license 
of $100 In each town or city with a population of less than 
15,000, and $350 in those with a population of over 15,000. 
The special deposit is returned 60 days after the expiration 
and return or surrender of the license, provided there are no 
unsatisfied claims against license at such time. 

Automobile and motorcycle operators, per annum, $1. 

Hunting licenses — residents of state, and nonresidents of 
state who are United States citizens and own real estate in 
state assessed at not less than $500, or who belong to Rhode 
Island shooting or fishing clubs incorporated prior to January 
1, 1909, which own real estate in the state assessed at not less 
than $1,000, $1; other United States citizens, nonresidents of 
the state, $10; unnaturalized foreign-born nonresidents of the 
state, $15. These license fees are paid by the city and town 
clerks to the state treasurer and thence appropriated to the 
nse of the commissioners of birds for the preservation and 
propagation of birds and game. 

Incorporation fees, certificates, general, $1 ; special tax, $100 ; 
corporations other than for business, $5; also one-tenth of 1 
per cent on capital stock above $100,000 ; increase capital stock, 
one-tenth of 1 per cent ; civil commission, $2 ; examination of 
foreign building and loan associations by insurance commis- 
sioner, $50 to $100, according to value of net assets; practice 
of medicine, examination, $10 ; certificate, $2 ; pharmacists, ex- 
amination, $10; dentists, examination, $20; certificate, $2, 
peddler's license, .$1 ; foreign insurance and surety companies- 



filing copy of charter, $30 ; filing annual statement, $20 ; agent's-, 
certificate, annual, $2. Analysis fee to be paid by all manufac- 
turers, agents, or sellers of any brand of commercial fertilizei 
used in the state, $8 for each ingredient said to be contained 
in any brand of such fertilizer ; insurance brokers, certificate, 
$10; to catch and take lobsters from state waters, $5. 

For certificate of registration of automobiles, $5 to $25, 
according to horsepower; of motorcycles, $1; of automobile- 
trucks, $2 ; certificates issued to motor vehicle manufacturers 
or dealers, $50. 

Optometrists, examination, $10; certificate, $10; annual 
renewal, $2 ; certificate of exemption from registration, $5. 

Veterinary, examinatioi^ $10; certificate, $5; annual 
renewal, $1. 

Public accountant, examination and certificate, $25. 

Embalmers, examination, $5; certificate, $5; renewal, $3. 

Amounts receive^ from the above go to pay the expenses of 
the respective boards, any balance being covered into the state- 
treasury ; in no event may the expenses of the boards conduct- 
ing these examinations, etc., be a charge against the state. 

E. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Rhode Island. 

County Revenues. 

The counties are merely judicial districts and have- 
no independent treasury or revenues. 

Municipal, Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — - 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are in general the same as have already 
been described under State revenues. 

2. Rate— 

Those electors of any town who pay a tax on at least 
$134 worth of property may, by vote, levy a tax for the 
purposes authorized by law on the ratable property of 
the town, either of a certain sum or at a certain per- 
centage on the valuation, and may order the time when 
the tax is to be assessed and when paid. 

No town shall assess its ratable property in any one 
year in excess of 1-^ per cent of its ratable value except 
for the purpose of paying the indebtedness of such, 
town or the interest thereon, or for appropriations to 
any of the sinking funds, or for extraordinary repairs 
for damages caused by the elements; but assessments 
for specific benefits conferred by the opening or im- 
proving of any public highway, or any public sewer,, 
shall not be taken to be within this limitation. 

Whenever a town for the maintenance and repair of its 
highways and bridges, makes an annual tax levy at a rate of 
20 cents or more, and the town electors direct that the money 
be expended under the care and direction of the state board 
of public roads, a sum of money equal in amount to one-fifth 
of the money appropriated by the town is appropriated out of 
any money in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated — 
to be used by the said state board for the repair, care, and 
maintenance of public highways, causeways, and bridges in the 
said town. 
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3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the town collectors upon war- 
rants of the town treasurer, or when the town treas- 
urer is elected collector of taxes such warrant shall be 
issued by the town clerk. 

All taxes assessed against any person, copartnership, 
or corporation in any town for either personal prop- 
erty or real estate shall constitute a lien on his, their, 
or its real estate therein. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every person who, if registered, would be qualified 
to vote is to be assessed at the annual assessment of 
town or city taxes, a tax of $1, or so much thereof as, 
with his other taxes, shall amount to $1. In case of 
nonpayment the delinquent may be committed to jail, 
there to remain until he pays the tax and all legal 
costs, or discharged therefrom in due course of law. 
The proceeds of the poll tax are applied to the sup- 
port of the public schools. 

The poll tax may be remitted upon application to the town 
council or city board of assessors, in the cases of persons per- 
forming military duty during the year ; marines, for any year 
while at sea ; of Civil or Spanish War soldiers, sailors, or 
marines; and of persons who, by reason of extreme poverty, 
are unable to pay the tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Public service corporations given a franchise by a 
municipality are required by state law, in return for 
the privilege bestowed by such franchise, to pay such 
portion of their gross earnings not to exceed 3 per cent 
as may be agreed upon by the terms of the franchise 
grant. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Town councils may license, at discretion, public shows, bowl- 
ing alleys, and billiard tables, shooting galleries, exhibitions, 
and intelligence offices. One-half of the proceeds go to the 
state. 

Three-fourths of the amount of money received from liquor 
licenses goes to the town or city and one-fourth to the state. 
The rates are: To manufacture or sell liquor at wholesale and 
retail, not to be drunk on premises, not less than $700 nor more 
than $1,500; to sell liquor at retail only, according to size of 
town, $300 to $1,000 ; for druggists to sell liquors for medicinal 
purposes only, $25. 



Pawnbrokers, $50 ; private detective, $10 ; auctions, one-tenth 
of 1 per cent duty on all property sold, seven-eighths of the 
proceeds of which goes to the state. Itinerant vendor, local 
fee, $5. Cinematograph operators, $1. 

Owners of ships engaged in foreign commerce pay to the 
treasurer of the town in which the ships are registered, for 
the use of the town, and in lieu of all other taxation, 1 per 
cent of the net earnings of such ships. 

Dogs, male, $1.15; female, $5.15; funds to be used, first, to 
pay damages, and the balance to be applied to school fund. 

School Revenues. 

Less than 1 per cent of the school revenues in Rhode 
Island, are derived from the permanent school fund. 

The constitution provides that the money which is 
appropriated for the establishment of a permanent 
fund shall be invested as a petpetual fund for that 
purpose. The laws provide that the duties imposed on 
auctioneers, which are paid to the state, shall be added 
to the school fund. The income of the fund is to be 
annually appropriated for the support of public schools 
in the towns. 

The sum of $120,000 is appropriated annually by the 
state for the support of the schools in the several 
towns, and apportioned according to the number of 
schools and children; but towns, as a condition, must 
raise by tax an equal sum. The state also makes addi- 
tional small appropriations for graded and high 
schools, evening schools, school apparatus, and school 
supervision, and maintains the normal school and the 
Rhode Island Institute for the Deaf. 

The state pays annually $100, independently of all 
other subventions, to the town for each graded school 
therein with which an ungraded school has been con- 
solidated. 

Towns may divide themselves by vote into school dis- 
tricts. Every such district may raise money by tax 
on the ratable property of the district, the amount to 
be approved by the school committee of the town. Dis- 
trict taxes are levied on the town assessment and col- 
lected the same as town taxes. 

All court fines accruing under the compulsory edu- 
cation law inure to the benefit and support of the 
public schools in the city or town in which the offense 
was committed. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 



South Carolina draws its state, county, and munici- 
pal revenues mainly from the general property tax. 
There is a graduated income tax, a special license tax 
on insurance companies, and an annual license tax on 
all corporations, and certain other special business 
taxes and licenses. The state dispensary system yields 

^This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1902, Vol. I. The Civil 
Code : The State Company, Columbia, S. C, 1902. 

Acts of the General Assembly, 1902 to 1913. 



a large revenue, which, with the poll taxes, goes to the 
schools. The state receives revenue from fines as- 
sessed for violation of rules and regulations of state 
crop pest commission. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE X. 



Sec. 1. The general assembly shall provide by law for a uni- 
form and equal rate of assessment and taxation, and shall 
prescribe regulations to secure a just valuation for taxation 
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of all property, real, personal, and possessory, except mines 
and mining claims, the product of which alone shall be taxed ; 
and also excepting such property as may be exempted by law 
for municipal, educational, literary, scientific, religious, or 
charitable purposes: ProvidecD, however, That the general as- 
sembly may impose a capitation tax upon such domestic ani- 
mals as from their nature and habits are destructive of other 
property: And provided further. That the general assembly 
may provide for a graduated tax on incomes and for a grad- 
uated license on occupations and business. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall provide for an annual tax 
sufficient to defray the estimated expenses of the state for each 
year, and whenever it shall happen that the ordinary expenses 
of the state for any year shall exceed the income of the state 
for such year the general assembly shall provide for levying a 
tax for the ensuing year sufficient, with other sources of in- 
come, to pay the deficiency of the preceding year, together 
with the estimated expenses of the ensuing year. 

Sec. 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law 
which shall distinctly state the object of the same; to which 
object the tax shall be applied. 

Sec. 4. There shall be exempted from taxation all county, 
township, and municipal property used exclusively for public 
purposes and not for revenue, and the property of all schools, 
colleges, and institutions of learning ; all charitable institutions 
in the nature of asylums for the Infirm, deaf and dumb, blind, 
idiotic, and indigent persons, except where the profits of such 
institutions are applied to private uses; all public libraries, 
churches, parsonages, and burying grounds; but property of 
associations and societies, although connected with charitable 
objects, shall not be exempted from state, county, or municipal 
taxation : Provided, That as to real estate this exemption shall 
not extend beyond the buildings and premises actually occupied 
by such schools, colleges, institutions of learning, asylums, 
libraries, churches, parsonages, and burial grounds, although 
connected with charitable objects. 

Sec. 5. The corporate authorities of counties, townships, 
school districts, cities, towns, and villages may be vested with 
power to assess and collect taxes for corporate purposes; such 
taxes to be uniform in respect to persons and property within 
the jurisdiction of the body imposing the same. All shares of 
shareholders in any bank or banking association located In 
this state, whether now or hereafter incorporated, or organ- 
ized under the laws of this state or of the United States, shall 
be listed at their true value in money and taxed for municipal 
purposes in the city, ward, town, or incorporated village where 
such bank Is located, and not elsewhere : Provided, That the 
words " true value in money " as used in this section shall be 
so construed as to mean and include all surplus or extra 
moneys, capital, and every species of personal property of 
value owned or in possession of any such bank: Provided, 
That a like rule of taxation shall apply to the stockholders of 
all corporations other than banking institutions. And the gen- 
eral assembly shall require that all the property, except that 
herein permitted to be exempted within the limits of municipal 
corporations, shall be taxed for corporate purposes and for the 
payment of debts contracted under authority of law. * * * 

Sec. 6. * * * The general assembly shall not have 
power to authorize any county or township to levy a tax or 
issue bonds for any purpose except for educational purposes, 
to build and repair public roads, buildings, and bridges, to 
maintain and support prisoners, pay jurors, county officers, and 
for litigation, quarantine, and court expenses, and for ordinary 
county purposes, to support paupers, and pay past indebtedness. 

Sec. 12. The fiscal year shall commence on the 1st day of 
January in each year. 

Sec. 13. The general as.sembly shall provide for the assess- 
ment of all property for taxation ; and state, county, township. 



school, municipal, and all other taxes shall be levied on the 
same assessment, which shall be that made for state taxes; 
and the taxes for the subdivisions of the state shall be levied 
and collected by the respective fiscal authorities thereof. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 6. The existing county boards of commissioners of the 
several counties, or such officers as may be vested with similar 
duties, shall levy an annual tax of 3 mills on the dollar upon 
all taxable property in their respective counties, which tax 
shall be collected at the same time and by the same officer as 
the other taxes for the same year, and shall be apportioned 
among the school districts of the county according to the num- 
ber of pupils enrolled. * * * There shall be assessed on all 
taxable polls in the state between the ages of 21 and 60 years 
(excepting Confederate soldiers above the age of 50 years) 
an annual tax of $1 on each poll, the proceeds of which tax 
shall be expended for school purposes in the several school dis- 
tricts in which it is collected. Whenever during the three next 
ensuing fiscal years the tax levied by the said county boards 
of commissioners or similar officers and the poll tax shall not 
yield an amount equal to $3 per capita of the number of chil- 
dren enrolled in the public schools of each county for the 
scholastic year ending the 31st day of October, in the year 
1895, as it appears in the report of the state superintendent of 
education for said scholastic year, the comptroller general 
shall, for the aforesaid three next ensuing fiscal years, on the 
first day of each of said years, levy such an annual tax on the 
taxable property of the state as he may determine to be neces- 
sary to make up such deficiency, to be collected as other state 
taxes, and apportion the same among the counties of the state 
in proportion to the respective deficiencies therein, and appor- 
tioned among the school districts; and from and after the 31st 
day of December, in the year 1898, the general assembly shall 
cause to be levied annually on all the taxable property of the 
state such a tax, in addition to the tax levied by the said 
county boards of commissioners or similar officers, and poll 
tax above provided, as may be necessary to keep the schools 
open throughout the state for such time as the general assembly 
prescribes; and such tax is to be apportioned among the 
counties. Any school district may, by authority of the general 
assembly, levy an additional tax for the support of its schools. 

Sec. 12. All the net income to be derived by the state from 
the sale or license for sale of spirituous, malt, vinous, and in- 
toxicating liquors and beverages, not including what is allowed 
to go to the counties and municipal corporations of the state, 
shall be applied annually in aid of the supplementary taxes 
for public school purposes: Provided, That the supplementary 
taxes are only to be levied when the net income aforesaid is 
not sufficient to meet and equalize deficiencies in the school 
funds. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec 6. The corporate authorities of cities and towns in this 
state shall be vested with power to assess and collect taxes 
for corporate purposes, said taxes to be uniform in respect to 
persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body com- 
posing the same; and all property, except such as is exempt 
by law, within the limits of cities and towns shall be taxed 
for the payment of debts contracted under authority of law. 
License or privilege taxes Imposed shall be graduated so as to 
secure a just imposition of such tax upon the classes subject 
thereto. 

Sec 8. Cities and towns may exempt from taxation, by gen- 
eral or special ordinance, except for school purposes, manu- 
factories established within their limits for five successive 
years from the time of the establishment of such manufac- 
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tories: Provided, That such ordinance shall first be ratified 
by a majority of such qualified electors as shall vote at an 
election held for that purpose. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 4 (e). Payment of all taxes, including poll tax, Is pre- 
requisite to voting. 

ABTICLE HI. 

Seo. 29. All taxes upon property, real and personal, shall be 
laid upon the actual value of the property taxed, as the same 
shall be ascertained by an assessment made for the purpose of 
laying such tax. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 6. All property subject to taxation shall be taxed in 
proportion to its value. 

ABTICLE IX. 

Sec. 3. All railroad, express, canal, and other corporations 
engaged in transportation for hire, and all telegraph and other 
corporations engaged in the business of transmitting intelli- 
gence for hire are common carriers in their respective lines of 
business, and are subject to liability and taxation as such. 

OFFICERS. 

The oiEcers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township boards of assessors or commissioners ap- 
pointed by the governor for a term of two years, upon recom- 
mendations by the members of the general assembly from the 
counties. There are special provisions in many counties for 
appointment and compensation. 

(2) Boards of assessors in cities and towns, three electors, 
appointed by the governor for a term of two years. There 
are special boards in Charleston and Columbia. 

(3) County auditor, appointed by the governor for a term 
of two years. 

(4) County treasurer, appointed by the governor for a term 
of two years, who acts as collector. 

(5) County board of equalization, composed of the chairmen 
of the boards of assessors of the county. 

(6) Comptroller general, elected for a term of two years. 

(7) State board of assessors, composed of the treasurer, 
secretary of state, comptroller, and attorney general, and chair- 
man of the board of railroad commissioners. 

(8) State board of equalization, composed of members elected 
by the county boards of commissioners. 

(0) Special board of equalization in the city of Charleston, 
composed of the county auditor and six citizens, to be elected 
by the city council at Charleston. 

(10) Special board of assessors for the towns of Manning 
and Summerton, consisting of three resident freeholders of 
said towns, to be appointed annually by the town council. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The yroferty included and exempt. — All real and 

personal property in the state and the personal prop- 
erty of residents of the state which may be kept or 
used temporarily out of the state, with the intention 
of bringing the same into the state, or which has been 
42649°— 14 14 



sent out of the state for sale and not yet sold; all 
moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint- 
stock companies, or otherwise of parties resident in 
the state are subject to taxation. 

(1) Real property Includes not only land, city, town, and 
village lots, but also all structures and other things thereon 
contained or attached thereto which pass to the vendee by the 
conveyance of the land or lot. 

(2) Personal property, for purposes of taxation, includes 
all things, other than real estate, which have any pecuniary 
value, including moneys, credits. Investments in bonds, stocks, 
joint-stock companies, etc. " Credits " are held to be the 
remainder due to a party after deducting all debts and de- 
mands against him. But no deductions are to be made for in- 
surance premium notes to mutual insurance companies, sub- 
scriptions to capital stock of any joint-stock company, taxes 
assessed on charitable subscriptions, or for contingent liabili- 
ties. All property used in the operation of railroads is classed 
as personal property. 

(3) Property exempt from state taxation, in addition to 
public property, is as follows : Churches, their books and furni- 
ture and parsonage ; colleges, academies, and institutions of 
learning and their endowment; T. M. C. A. property, not ex- 
ceeding 3 acres of land; cemeteries; fire departments; all 
bonds and stocks of the state, and municipal, county, and 
school district bonds ; all rents accruing from real estate 
which shall not become due within two months after the 1st 
day of January in the year in which taxes are to be assessed 
thereon ; all of any annuity not payable on or before August 1 
of the year for which taxes are to be assessed thereon ; all 
pensions from the United States or from a state ; all shares of 
the capital stock of any company which is required to list its 
capital and property for taxation in this state ; all the wearing 
apparel of the person required to make return and his family 
articles for the present subsistence of the family up to $100; 
fair grounds of agricultural and mechanical societies. 

b. Assessment. — There is but one assessment for 
state, county, and municipal purposes. Real estate is 
listed every fourth year — 1906, 1910, 1914 — between 
January 1 and February 20, except a certain portion 
of Florence County, where returns are to be made be- 
tween March 1 and March 15. In towns of over 50,000 
population returns may be made between January 1 
and February 20 in any intermediate year upon order 
of the special board of equalization of such cities. 
Changes on account of sales, transfers, or improve- 
ments are entered annually. Personal property is as- 
sessed annually as of January 1, except that agri- 
cultural products in the hands of the producer on 
August 1 preceding are included. All property is to 
be valued at its true money value, which, for real 
estate, is the price obtained at court sales for partition 
and for personalty is the usual price at administra- 
tors' sales. The county auditor attends at a convenient 
place in each township for the purpose of assessing 
property. The assessment is based upon a sworn list 
of the items and their value furnished the auditor 
by the taxpayer, and failure to furnish such list or the 
return of a false list is punished by an increase of 50 
per cent in the assessed value. The auditor has no 
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authority to change the values given by the owner, 
but may recommend changes to the board of township 
assessors or to municipal boards, who fix the values. 

Shares of stock in state and national banks are assessed 
where the bank is located at their " true value in money," 
which is construed to mean all surplus, capital, and every kind 
of personal property owned by the bank. The real estate is 
taxed to the bank and deducted from the value of the shares. 
Unincorporated banks and bankers are assessed on the average 
monthly assets for the year. 

Manufacturers are assessed on the average value of the 
capital employed in their business for the preceding year, 
pawnbrokers on the average value of property pawned to them 
during the year. 

Property used in the operation of any railroad, turnpike, 
plank road, bridge, telegraph, canal, or slack-water navigation 
company, if the company be organized in the state, is treated 
as personal property. 

Railroad property used in operation is assessed by the State 
board of assessors. The road is required to make statements 
to the comptroller general and also to the county auditors. 
Penalty for failure to make the statements is 50 per cent addi- 
tional to actual value. The value of the right of way and track 
is to be apportioned pro rata to each mile of main track, and to 
this value is to be added the value of the real estate, fixtures, 
and stationary property situated in the town, city, or village; 
the total value of the rolling stock, money, and credits is to be 
apportioned pro rata to each mile of main track in each town, 
city, and village. The apportionment is made primarily by the 
railroad company through its returns, but the state board 
adjusts this apportionment. 

All personal property used in connection with mines and 
mining claims and all other land not actually mined, con- 
nected with mines and mining claims, shall be assessed as 
all other personal and real property. Land actually mined 
shall not be assessed, but in lieu thereof the gross proceeds 
alone of such mines and mining claims shall be assessed 
and taxed; such gross proceeds to be ascertained and deter- 
mined by cash market value of material mined. 

Sleeping car companies, palace, drawing room, dining, and 
chair car companies, and telegraph, telephone, and express 
companies are assessed by the state board of assessors on the 
basis of verified statements to the comptroller general, taking 
into consideration the aggregate value of all the shares of 
capital stock at their market value and the aggregate of any 
mortgages, which is deemed the true cash value of the prop- 
erty of the corporation. The assessed value of the real estate 
and structures not specifically used in the general business, 
as found by the local assessors, is to be deducted from the 
gross value of the property as ascertained by the state board — 
only that proportion of the value is taken which represents 
property within the state. The assessment of the state board 
of assessors is apportioned to the counties and by the county 
auditors to the townships. 

Domestic insurance companies are assessed on personal prop- 
erty and assets where the principal office is located, but 
agents of foreign companies are assessed on the gross receipts 
of the agency, together with the value of the personal estates 
situated at the agency, and are charged with taxes on the 
amount so returned. 

Corporations are, in general, assessed as individuals. Where 
the property of domestic corporations is taxed in the state 
the shares of such corporations are not assessed. 

c. Equalization. — ^The duty of the township and 
special boards of assessors in increasing and lower- 
ing the valuation of any property, real or personal, 



as fixed by the county auditor or returned by any 
person, pertains to the assessment rather than to 
equalization. 

The county board of equalization equalizes the valu- 
ations of real and personal property fixed by the board 
of township assessors and the special boards of as- 
sessors. It may raise or reduce items in the list, but 
is not to reduce the aggregate value as returned to the 
county auditor. There is an appeal from this board 
to the comptroller general. 

The state board of equalization meets every fourth 
year for the equalization of the assessment of real 
property among the several counties, towns, cities, and 
villages. It equalizes both the real and personal prop- 
erty, returns of textile industries, canals providing 
power for rent or hire, and cottonseed oil and ferti- 
lizer companies annually, in order to obtain uniform- 
ity of taxation upon the property of such industries. 

2. Rate— 

For the fiscal year beginning January 1, 1912, a tax of 5J 
mills was levied by the general assembly upon every dollar of 
the value of all taxable property of the state to meet the cur- 
rent expenses of government and indebtedness. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes -are collected by the county treasurer, who is 
paid for his services by commissions out of the taxes 
collected. The time of payment is from the 15th day 
of October to the 31st day of December. The penalty 
for nonpayment of taxes is 1 per cent for January, 
1 per cent for February, and 5 per cent after the 1st of 
March. Delinquent taxes are collected by distress or 
warrant to be executed after March 15, All personal 
property is liable to distress and sale, and real prop- 
erty on which taxes are delinquent may be seized and 
sold. All taxes are a lien upon the property taxed 
which attaches at the beginning of the fiscal year and 
expires in 10 years. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All males between 21 and 60 years of age are sub- 
ject to an annual poll tax of $1, the proceeds of which 
are applied to educational purposes. Those who are 
incapable of earning their own living are exempt. 

Nonpayment of the poll tax is made a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of not more than $10 or by im- 
prisonment at hard labor upon the public works of 
the county for not more than 20 days. Poll taxes are 
used to meet the expenses of school districts in which 
collected. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no inheritance tax in this state. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are not required to return their capital 
for taxation, nor are the shareholders taxed on their 
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shares for state purposes, but the real and personal 
property of corporations is taxed like that of indi- 
viduals. 

(See Business taxes, licenses, and fees.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Business taxes, licenses, and fees are imposed as 
follows : 

All persons or corixirations engaged in the manufacture or 
sale, in bulk or otherwise, of fertilizers, cottonseed meal," or 
commercial manures are to pay the state treasurer an Inspec- 
tion tax of 25 cents per ton. To trap terrapin and ship from 
state, $25 per annum; embalmers' license, $10. 

An annual license fee of one-half of 1 mill upon each dollar 
of capital stock paid in is required of every domestic corpora- 
tion, except as railroad, express, and other companies are 
differently provided for, and foreign corporations pay one- 
half of 1 mill upon each dollar of the value of their property 
used within this state in the conduct of their business. Ex- 
press, railroad, street railway, navigation, waterworks, light 
and power, telegraph and telephone, and liarlor, dining, and 
sleeping car companies pay a license fee of 3 mills on their 
gross income within the state as ascertained by the State board 
of assessors from their returns. 

The insurance department was created by act approved 
February 24, 190S. The following fees are collected by the 
insurance commission* and paid over to the state treasurer 
at least once a month : Annual license for life companies 
(legal reserve), $50; fire, accident, casualty, or surety, $40; 
exclusively marine, $15 ; mutual associations doing business in 
mqre than one county, $25 ; doing business in only one county, 
$10; doing business in only one county, gross income not to 
exceed $500, $5 ; for each company not otherwise specified, $50. 

Foreign insurance companies, foreign land associations, for- 
eign building and loan associations, foreign banking associa- 
tions, and all other classes of like business not incorporated in 
the state, except national banks and benevolent institutions or- 
ganized under the grand lodge system, are required to pay an 
annual license fee of $100 to the insurance commissioner by 
the 31st of March in each year. Every foreign insurance com- 
pany of any class and all like classes of business are required 
to pay semiannually, in addition to the annual license fee, as a 
graduated license fee an amount equal to 2 per cent on total 
premiums, less any dividend credits. If said company or as- 
sociation shall have invested in bona fide local securities one- 
fourth of the reserve on all policies issued in South Carolina, 
the additional fee shall be If per cent on the receipts; if in- 
vestments be one-half of reserve, the fee shall be li per cent ; 
if it be three-fourths of reserve, the fee shall be li per cent; 
if entire reserve be so invested, the fee shall be 1 per cent. 
The respective counties shall receive one-half of the additional 
license fees collected on premiums received by each company 
■in that county, and such sum is to be used for ordinary county 
purposes. No additional county tax or fee shall be levied on 
such companies, but municipalities may levy additional taxes 
or fees by ordinances. 

Foreign mutual flre insurance company maintaining no 
agents, writing no business except on property of its members 
and doing business without profit, shall pay an annual depart- 
ment license fee of $25 and the additional fee now provided 
by law on actual cost of insurance. 

Foreign flre insurance companies shall pay to the state treas- 
urer $1 on the $100 and the same rate on the amount of all 
premiums written on fire within the limits of such incorporated 
cities. The amount collected on premiums shall be paid over 
to the respective cities for support of fire departments. 



A fee of 3 per cent on the premium shall be paid to the in- 
surance department by any person who desires to place insur- 
ance for himself with any company not licensed to do business 
in the state : Provided, The adjuster under the policy shall pay 
to the insurance commissioners a fire inspection tax of one- 
tenth of 1 per cent upon any loss as adjusted. 

Any domestic corporation may provide sick, accident, and 
death benefits for its employees by paying to the insurance 
commissioner license fees as follows : Doing business in one 
county, $10; doing business in two counties, $25; doing busi- 
ness in more than two counties, $50. 

The insurance commissioner may license any person to re- 
ceive for and transmit premiums to any insurance company 
not authorized to do business in the state upon payment of 1 
13er cent upon the net premiums so collected In the state. 

Bond, iu\estment, dividend, debenture, registry, guaranty, 
loan, and fidelity and other such companies shall pay the fol- 
lowing license fees to insurance commissioner : Doing business 
in more than two adjoining counties, if50 ; in not more than two 
adjoining counties, $25 ; in one county, $10. 

Mutual protective associations' certificate fee, $10. 

Foreign fraternal benefit .fissociations shall pay to insurance 
commissioner an annual license fee of $25. 

Agents soliciting for insurance companies shall pay an an- 
nual license fee of 50 cents. 

Investment companies shall pay the following fees to insur- 
ance commissioner : Filing preliminary information, $2.50 ; 
semiannual statement, $2.50 ; agent's license, $1. 

A tax of one-tenth of 1 per cent on the gross premium re- 
ceipts of all fire insurance companies is levied to pay expenses 
of examining the causes of fires by certain state and local 
officers. Fire insurance companies pay an additional tax of 
one-half of 1 per cent of their gross premium receipts from 
business in the state to defray the expenses of the commis- 
sioner of insurance. 

Charter issued or renewed, 1 mill on each dollar of capital 
stock up to $100,000; one-half mill on each dollar of capital 
stock from $100,000 to $1,000,000; one-fourth mill on each 
dollar of capital stock over $1,000,000. Recording applica- 
tion for amendment, $2.50; recording petition, $3; increase 
of stock, etc., $5 ; declarations of foreign corporations, $5 ; 
certificate of incorporation to religious or educational asso- 
ciation, $3 ; filing charter, consolidation of railroad companies, 
same fee as for organization, with credit for charter fees paid; 
issuing charter, domestic building and loan association, $25; 
registering labels and seals of labor organizations, associations, 
etc., $1; notary public commission, $2; issuing charter, cotton 
holding and storage association, $25. 

Fraternal beneficiary associations, permit, $25; annual re- 
port, $25. 

Physicians, examination, $10 ; indorsing license of other state 
boards without examination, $5; dentists, $15. Pharmacists, 
examination, not to exceed $10; in towns of 300 inhabitants 
or less, $5. Attorney, examination, $5; admission fee, $5. 

Bank examiner fees. — Capital $100,000 or over, $50 ; capital 
$50,000 to $100,000, $40 ; capital $20,000 to $50,000, $30 ; capital 
less than $20,000, $20. Branch banks, if total assets do not 
exceed $100,000, fee $20 ; if total assets exceed $100,000, fee $30. 

State board of medical examiners examine applicants for 
registered nurse upon payment of $2. 

Dealers in any concentrated commercial feeding stuff pay an 
inspection tax of 25 cents per ton for testing samples ; a fee ot 
25 cents is collected from seedsmen ofCering seed for sale. 

To support a state warehouse system for storing cotton, etc., 
certain fees, fixed by state warehouse commission, are collected. 

To support the state board of fisheries the following fees are 
imposed : 1 cent for each 60 ounces of canned oysters ; 2 cents 
upon each gallon of raw shucked oysters gathered in the state- 
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10 cents upon each bushel of clams in the shell ; 5 cents upon 
each terrapin ; Si cents upon each shad. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is a graduated tax on incomes above $2,500, 
whether derived from property, rents, interests, divi- 
dends, or salaries, or from any profession, trade, em- 
ployment, or vocation, or any other source whatever, 
as foUows: 

Income $2,500 to $5,000, 1 per cent; $5,000 to $7,500, li per 
cent; $7,500 to $10,000, 2 per cent; $10,000 to $15,000, 24 per 
cent; $15,000 and over, 3 per cent 

" Income " is taken to mean gross profits, and deduc- 
tion is made of necessary expenses for carrying on the 
business or occupation. Incomes are to bfe listed at the 
time of the making of returns of personal property. 
Collection is the same as for other state taxes, and with 
like penalty for neglect to make return. For wiUful 
fraud the penalty is 100 per cent. 

G. DISPENSARY PROFITS. 

The liquor business is conducted by a state dispensary. 
Profits from sales are used for the benefit of the common 
schools of the state. 

The liquor is sold to the county dispensers by the state dis- 
pensary at a profit not to exceed 10 per cent of the cost to the 
state. 

With but few exceptions the county retains two-thirds of the 
porfits of the county dispensaries and pays one-third to the 
municipal corporations in which they are located. 

County REVENinES. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for county as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of tax in the several counties is fixed by the 
general assembly. 

The county commissioners are required to levy a tax of 3 
mills on the dollar for the support of public schools of their re- 
spective counties. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is the same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Property, community, and road taxes are levied for 
special improvement purposes in the various counties ; 
rate from $2 to $3, ages from 18 to 60. Eate and age 
vary in different counties. 



D. CORPORATION TAXES. 



There are no special county corporation taxes. 
State Revenues, d.) 



(See 



E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Plays and shows outside the corporate limits of the towns 
and villages, per day, $3 ; circus, $100 per day ; operating pool 
or billiard table outside corporate limits, $100 per annum; 
hawkers and peddlers, fee to be determined by county board of 
commissioners (Confederate veterans exempt) ; peddlers of 
drugs and pawnbrokers, $100 in each county; gathering 
oysters, clams, and catching terrapin, $10 per annum for each 
boat of 1 ton, and for each additional ton, $5 ; each person ex- 
porting clams, $25 ; terrapin, $200 ; canning oysters, $400. To 
traffic in sea-island cotton, $50 per annum. 

TrafBc in seed cotton and unpacked lint cotton, not more 
than $500 nor less than $1 ; said license to be fixed by county 
board of commissioners. 

Emigrant agent shall pay a license fee of $2,000 per annum 
to county treasurer. 

In addition to the foregoing licenses the counties receive 
one-half of the graduated license fees collected by the state 
from foreign insurance companies. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

Counties do not share in the income tax. 

G. DISPENSARr PROFITS. 

With but few exceptions the county retains two-thirds of 
the profits from the operation of county«dispensaries. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

With the exception of shares of stock in banks and 
other corporations which are subject to municipal tax- 
ation, but exempt from state and county taxation, 
the property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for municipal and school 
taxes as for state. The assessment is to be copied 
from the county auditor's books. Cities and towns 
may by popular vote exempt for five years from all 
taxes, except school taxes, manufacturing establish- 
ments established within their limits. 

2. Rate— 

The city or town council has power to Impose an annual tax 
not exceeding IJ per cent in cities containing over 5,000 inhab- 
itants, and not over 1 per cent in towns containing between 
1,000 and 5,000 inhabitants. In smaller towns the limit is 50 
cents on $100. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made the same as for state and county 
taxes, but may be made in instalments. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The city council has power to require all male in- 
habitants of a city between 18 and 50 years of age to 
work upon the roads, streets, and ways of the city not 
exceeding four days in each year. The city council 
may commute this tax to a money payment not to 
exceed $3 per annum. 
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D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

City or town councils may require licenses of per- 
sons or corporations engaged in any calling, business, 
occupation, or profession within the limits of the city 
or town, except from teachers or ministers of the gos- 
pel. The license is to be graduated according to the 
gross income of the taxpayer or upon the amount of 
capital invested in the business. 

Plays and shows in towns and villages, $3 per day. (The 
city council of Charleston may impose any sum up to $500.) 

Traffic in long or sea-island cotton must be licensed by the 
county treasurer. The fee is $50, and Is held for the repairing 
of roads and bridges in the township where collected. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

Municipalities do not share in the income tax. 

G. DISPENSARY PROFITS. 

In most cases the municipality receives from the 
county one-third of the profits from the operation of 
dispensaries. 

School Revenues. 

The counties are divided into school districts, which 
are authorized to levy and collect an annual tax for 
school purposes upon petition of at least one-third of 
the resident electors and freeholders. Except by spe- 
cial authority of the general assembly the rate of levy 
in the districts is limited to 8 mills. 

Under a constitutional provision each county is re- 
quired to levy for school purposes a tax of 3 mills on 
all the taxable property of the county. The proceeds 



of this levy are distributed by the county superin- 
tendent to the school districts according to the num- 
ber of pupils enrolled. 

The constitution further provides that a poll tax of 
$1 shall be levied, the proceeds from which shall be 
expended in the school district in which collected. 

Additional revenues for the support of schools are 
derived from the sale of liquors under the dispensary 
law. The net income to the state from this source is 
apportioned among the counties in proportion to the 
needs of the counties after the application of the 
funds derived from the county 3-mill tax and the poll 
tax. A portion of the revenues of the counties from 
this source may also be used for schools. 

High-school districts may be established and main- 
tained by levy of tax not to exceed 2 mills. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Except in certain counties, timber cut for sale or manufac- 
turing purposes by the commercial mills of the state is con 
sidered as personal property for taxation purposes. Tlys tax 
i.^ distributed as follows: One-half to the public road fund, 
one-fourth to the public school fund, and the remainder to 
the general fund of the respective counties within which 
collected. 

A state tax of 1 mill for public school purposes was levied, 
one-half of the proceeds to go to the county in which collected 
and one-half to the state school fund. 

The assessment of the property of interurban railways was 
placed under the control of the state railroad commission. 

Banks are required to pay the taxes assessed on shares in 
the hands of stockholders. 

The terms of office of the county auditor and county treas- 
urer in Beaufort, Charleston, and Newberry counties were in- 
creased from two to four years. 

Mutual protective insurance companies pay an annual license 
of $10 in their home county and $1 for each additional county 
branch. Foreign mortgage companies pay an annual tax 
of $25. 



SOUTH DAKOTA.* 



South Dakota depends almost entirely upon the 
general property tax for state, county, and municipal 
revenues. An inheritance tax was adopted in 1905. 
Corporations are taxed under the general property tax. 
The poll tax is a local road tax, and most of the busi- 
ness taxes and licenses are left to cities and counties. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE VI. 

Sec. 17. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent 
of the people or their representatives in the legislature, and 
all taxation shall be equal and uniform. 

* This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

The Revised Codes, 1903, State of South Dakota, compiled by 
Moody, Tripp, and Brown; printed pursuant to an act of the 
legislature of 1903 : State Publishing Co., Pierre, S. Dak.. 1903. 

The Session Laws to 1918. 



ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax suffi- 
cient to defray the estimated ordinary expenses of the state for 
each year, not to exceed in any one year 2 mills on each dollar 
of the assessed valuation of all taxable property in the state, 
to be ascertained by the last assessment made for state and 
county purposes. 

And whenever it shall appear that such ordinary expenses 
shall exceed the income of the state for such year, the legis- 
lature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year, 
sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay the deficiency 
of the preceding year, together with the estimated expenses 
of such ensuing year. And for the purpose of paying the 
public debt the legislature shall provide for levying a tax an- 
nually sufficient to pay the annual interest and the principal 
of such debt within 10 years from the final passage of the 
law creating the debt : Provided, That the annual tax for the 
payment of the interest and principal of the public debt shall 
not exceed in any one year 2 mills on each dollar of the as- 
sessed valuation of all taxable property in the state as ascer- 
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tained by the last assessment made for state and county pur- 
poses. 

Sec. 2. All taxes shall be uniform on all property and shall 
be levied and collected for public purposes only. The value 
of each subject of taxation shall be so fixed in money that 
every person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to 
the value of his, her, or its property. Franchises and licenses 
to do business in the state, gross earnings and net income, 
shall be considered in taxing corporations; and the power to 
tax corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended 
by any contract or grant to which the state shall be a party. 
The legislature shall provide by general law for the assessing 
and levying of taxes on all corporate property, as near as may 
be, by the same methods as are provided for assessing and 
levying of taxes on Individual property. 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall provide for taxing all moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or 
otherwise; and also for taxing the notes and bills discounted 
or purchased, moneys loaned and all other property, effects, 
or dues of every description, of all banks and of all bankers, 
so that all property employed in banking shall always be sub- 
ject to a taxation equal to that imposed on the property of 
individuals. 

Sec. 5. The property of the United States and of the state, 
county, and municipal corporations, both real and personal, 
shall be exempted from taxation. 

Sec. 6. The legislature shall, by general law, exempt from 
taxation property used exclusively for agricultural and horti- 
cultural societies, for school, religious, cemetery, and char- 
itable purposes, and i)ersonal property to any amount not ex- 
ceeding in value $200 for each individual liable to taxation. 

Sec. 7. All laws exempting property from taxation, other 
than that enumerated in sections 5 and 6 of this article, shall 
be void. 

Seo. 8. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law 
which shall distinctly state the object of the same, to which 
only the tax shall be applied. 

Sec. 9. All taxes levied and collected for state purposes 
shall be paid into the state treasury. No indebtedness shall 
be Incurred or money expended by the state and no warrant 
shall be drawn upon the state treasury except in pursuance of 
an appropriation. 

Sec. 10. The legislature may vest the corporate authority of 
cities, towns, and villages with power to make local improve- 
ments by special taxation of contiguous property or otherwise. 
For all corporate purposes, all municipal corporations may be 
vested with authority to assess and collect taxes; but such 
tax shall be uniform in respect to persons and property within 
the jurisdiction of the body levying the same. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Sec 6. The drainage of agricultural lands is hereby de- 
clared to be a public purpose and the legislature may provide 
therefor, and may provide for the organization of drainage 
districts for the drainage of land for any public use, and may 
vest the corporate authorities thereof, and the corporate au- 
thorities of counties, townships, and municipalities, with the 
power to construct levees, drains, and ditches, and to keep 
in repair all drains, ditches, and levees heretofore constructed 
under the law.^ of this state, by special asses.sments upon the 
property benefited, according to benefits received. 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

Sec 18. Schedule and ordinance. (The usual provisions 
against discrimination against nonresidents in taxation of 
lands, taxation of lands of the United States, and providing for 
taxation of Indians whose land is not exempted.) 



orriCEES. 
The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Town board of equalization, composed of the board of 
supervisors of each township, the clerk and president of each 
incorporated town, and the assessor, auditor, and mayor of 
each city (except In cities the charters of which provide for 
a board of equalization). 

(2) City treasurer, elected for two years. 

(3) County commissioners to be elected by electors of their 
respective districts for four years. 

(4) Township assessor, one for each civil township. The 
chairman of the board of supervisors, elected for two years, 
is ex officio assessor. 

(-5) County assessor, one for each county not fully organ- 
ized into civil townships, his district excluding civil town- 
ships, elected for two years. 

(6) City assessor, in cities of the first and second class ap- 
pointed for one year by the mayor with the approval of the city 
council. 

(7) County treasurer, elected for two years. 

(5) Township treasurer, elected at annual town meeting. 

(9) County board of equalization, comiwsed of the county 
commissioners and the county auditor. 

(10) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, 
auditor, secretary of state, treasurer, and commissioner of 
school and public lands. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property in the state, and all personal prop- 
erty of persons residing therein, and the property of 
corporations and of all banks and banking companies, 
except such as is expressly exempted, is subject to 
taxation. 

(1) Real property, for the purpose of taxation, is con- 
strued to include the land itself and all buildings, structures, 
and improvements, trees, fixtures, and all rights and privileges, 
and all mines, minerals, and quarries thereto belonging. Trees 
planted under the timber culture act of Congress are not to be 
considered as " improvement " on the land, nor are artesian 
wells to be considered In the assessment. 

(2) Personal property is construed to include all goods, 
chattels, moneys, credits, and effects wheresoever they may 
be; all ships, boats, and vessels belonging to inhabitants of 
the state, whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested 
therein ; all moneys at Interest, invested within or without the 
state, due to the person to be taxed, and all other debts due 
such person ; all public stocks and securities ; the capital stock 
of all insurance comptinies organized under the laws of this 
state; all stock In corporations, except in national banks, 
out of the state owned by inhabitants of the state; all the 
shares of stock in any bank, state or national; all personal 
estate of moneyed corporations, whether the owners reside 
within or without the state ; and all Improvements on lands the 
title of which is still In the United States or in any railroad 
company or corporation whose property is not subject to the 
same modes and rule of taxation as other property; also, the 
income of any annuity, unless the capital of such annuity be 
taxed within the state. Gas and water mains, and pipes 
of gas and water companies; and the track, road, or bridge 
of street railroad, turnpike, and bridge companies are held 
to be personal property. 
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(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are : Tlie 
grounds, buildings, and otber property of agricultural and 
horticultural societies; all property, real and personal, of any 
educational institution of tbe state; and all property used ex- 
clusively for tlie support of such school or scientific institu- 
tion; all property belonging to any charitable, benevolent, or 
religious society, or used exclusively for charitable, benevolent, 
or religious purposes; one lot in a cemetery, for family use; 
and household furniture and provisions for each individual 
not exceeding $25 in value. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is one assessment 
roll for state, county, and local taxes. Each organ- 
ized civil township, each city, and the unorganized 
portion of each county not fully organized into civil 
townships, constitutes an assessor's district. All real 
and personal property is assessed annually, with ref- 
erence to the 1st day of May. The assessor is actually 
to view the property when practicable and determine 
the true and full value in money, listing separately 
•the land and improvements. Every person, under 
oath, must list his personal property, but the assessor 
determines the value, upon view. The penalty for 
refusal to make the required statements is an addition 
of 50 per cent on the value returned by the assessor; 
for failing or refusing to deliver to the assessor, when 
called upon, a list of taxable property, or for tem- 
porarily converting taxable property into property 
exempt from taxation, for the purpose of fraudulently 
escaping taxation thereon, the penalty is not less than 
$50 nor more than $5,000 ; and for refusal to be sworn 
or to answer interrogatories there is a penalty of from 
$10 to $500, to which may be added six months' im- 
prisonment. The statute expressly directs that the 
assessor is not to adopt a lower or different standard 
of value, because the same is to serve as a basis of 
taxation, nor is he to adopt as a criterion of value the 
price at which the property would sell at auction or 
forced sale, but is to value all property at such a price 
as the same is fairly worth in money. 

All property subject to taxation, situated in any of 
the unorganized counties of the state which have 
been attached to an organized county for judicial or 
other purposes, is to be listed for taxation by the as- 
sessor of such county. But taxes in unorganized 
counties are levied only for state and judicial pur- 
poses. 

The capital stock and franchises of corporations are listed 
where the principal place of business is located. 

Stockholders of every bank, state and national, are to be 
taxed on their shares in the town where the bank is located. 
The real estate is taxed to the bank. The basis for valuation 
of the shares is the amount of capital and surplus fund less the 
Investments in real estate. The bank Is liable for the taxes 
on the stock and is obliged to withhold so much of any divi- 
dend or dividends as may be necessary to pay any taxes levied 
on such stock. 

All itinerant, transient, or bankrupt stock merchants or 
salesmen are assessed on their stock at the same rate as other 
merchants. 

Railroads are taxed under the general property tax and are 
assessed on property used in the operation and maintenance 



of the road by the state board of equalization, taking Into 
consideration the value of franchises, rights, and privileges 
granted under laws of the state. All other property owned 
by railroad companies is assessed locally. The assessment is 
made with reference to the 1st day of May, and takes Into 
consideration the gross and net earnings per mile and other 
data furnished by statements of the company. There is .a 
penalty of 25 per cent of the assessable value for failure to 
make the statement. The assessment is apportioned to the 
counties by the state board of equalization, and further to 
the cities, incorporated towns, and townships of the counties 
by the boards of county commissioners. 

The railroad commissioners of the state determine the true 
cash value of the property of each railroad company in the 
state used in the operation and maintenance of their respec- 
tive railways. This is done for the purpose of aiding- the state 
board of equalization in assessing railroads. 

Telegraph, telephone, express, and sleeping car companies are 
also assessed by the state board of equalization on the basis of 
statements in the manner that railroads are assessed. There 
are penalties for failure to make the statements and for false 
statement of from $500 to $5,000. 

c. Equalization. — The town board of review equal- 
izes in townships, incorporated towns, and cities be- 
tween the individuals thereof and supplies omissions 
of property. Appeal may be made from the town 
board to the county board of equalization. 

The county board of equalization compares the as- 
sessment of the several cities, towns, or districts of the 
county and places on the assessment roll all property 
which may have been omitted. The board is not to 
reduce the aggregate valuation of the county except 
to make the valuation in the different townships equal. 
But the board may raise the valuation of real property 
or of the various classes of personal property of the 
county or of any town or district to the true and full 
value thereof. The board may also upon application 
equalize between individuals. Appeal may be made 
from the county board to the county circuit. 

The state board of equalization compares the assess- 
ment of the several counties of the state and equalizes 
the same so that the several counties are assessed at 
their proportionate value. The board is not to increase 
the aggregate assessed valuation of the state result- 
ing from the equalization by the boards of county 
commissioners by more than $100,000,000. It is to 
add or deduct such a per cent from the valuation of 
each class of property as will fix the same at its proper 
proportionate value. 

2. Rate— 

The state board of equalization determines such 
rate of state tax to be levied for the current year as 
is necessary for defraying the ordinary estimated ex- 
penses of the state for such year, for paying any de- 
ficiency in the ordinary expenses of the preceding 
year, for payment of the annual interest, and for pro- 
viding a sinking fund for the public debt of the state. 
The rate for ordinary state purposes is not to exceed 2 
mills on the dollar in any one year, but the legislature 
may levy a deficiency tax'. 
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The deficiency tax for tlie fiscal year ending June 30, 1912, 
was 2 mills, and for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1913, 2 
mills. 

The state board of equalization may levy a tax of li mills 
for the purpose of establishing, maintaining, and operating 
a hard fiber twine and cordage plant at the state penitentiary. 

3. Collection — 

In general, the county treasurer collects all the 
taxes for state, county, and municipal purposes. The 
treasurers of organized townships or cities collect the 
taxes, if the counties have adopted that method by 
vote. No demand for taxes is necessary to fix lia- 
bility therefor, but it is the duty of every person to 
attend at the office of the treasurer having charge of 
collection and to pay his taxes. Taxes are due on the 
1st day of December, and if delinquent after the 1st 
day of March, the treasurer is to collect the taxes, to 
which is added 1 per cent on the first of each month as 
a penalty, by distress and sale. If he is justly appre- 
hensive of the loss of any personal tax, he may enforce 
its collection at any time. Taxes on real property are 
a perpetual lien from December 1 ; and those on per- 
sonal property are a lien thereon after the same date. 

Taxes may be paid in two instalments. If any person pays 
one-half by the 1st day of March, the balance will not become 
delinquent until the 1st day of October thereafter, from which 
day 1 per cent a month is to be added as penalty. 

Taxes on railroad and telephone companies are collected 
locally as other taxes, but taxes on telegraph, express, and 
sleeping car companies are to be paid to the state treasurer 
at the average rate of taxation and by him apportioned to the 
counties. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state jdoU tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property, real, personal, and mixed, which shall 
pass by will or by the intestate laws of the state from 
any person who may die seized or possessed of the 
same while a resident of this state, or if decedent was 
not a resident of this state at the time of his death, 
which property or any part thereof shall be within 
this state, or any interest therein or income therefrom 
which shall be transferred by deed, grant, sale, or gift 
made in contemplation of the death of the grantor or 
intended to take effect in possession or enjoyment 
after such death, is subject to a tax as follows : 

(1) Passing to the father, mother, husband, wife, child, 
brother, sister, wife or widow of the son, or husband of the 
daughter, or any adopted child or children, or to any person 
to whom the decedent for not less than 10 years prior to death 
stood in the acknowledged relation of a parent, or to any 
lineal descendant born in lawful wedloclt, if above the value 
of $20,000 in the case of the widow of decedent or of $5,000 
in the case of any of the others, 1 per cent of the clear market 
value. 



(2) Passing to any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or lineal 
descendant of the same, if above the value of $500, 2 per cent 
of the clear market value. 

(3) Passing to any other person or corporation, on $10,000 
and less, 4 per cent ; on over $10,000 and not exceeding $20,000, 
6 per cent; on over $20,000 and not exceeding $50,000, 8 per 
cent; on all over $50,000, 10 per cent of the clear market 
value. Estates of the clear market value of $100 or less are 
exempt. 

If the tax is paid within 12 months after the death 
of the decedent, a discount of 5 per cent shall be 
allowed; if not paid within 12 months, 6 per cent 
interest shall be added from the time of the death 
of the decedent until paid. 

Estates in remainder shall be valued and taxed im- 
mediately, unless the party interested executes a bond 
three times greater than the amount of the tax. Ap- 
praisers are appointed by the county court to fix the 
value of the estates. 

« 

D. CORPORATIOX TAXES. 

There are no special corporation taxes except on 
insurance companies, all corporations being taxed 
under the general property tax. 

Domestic insurance companies are assessed upon their capital 
stock. 

Every foreign fire insurance company shall pay an annual 
tax to state treasurer of 2i per cent of gross amount of 
premiums, and all companies organized under the state laws 
and all foreign mutual companies shall pay to state treasurer 
1 per cent of gross premiums received. The revenue so de- 
rived is turned over to the cities, etc., from which collected 
for the benefit of the fire department. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Public warehouse for grain, $1; hunter's license, to resi- 
dents, $1 ; to nonresidents, for birds, $15 ; to nonresidents, for 
animals, $25; big game, $5 to residents ($4 to be retained by 
county treasurer to be expended for wolf bounties, and $1 to 
go to state game fund). Trapper's license, nonresident, for 
mink, muskrat, otter, or beaver, $10; fish, nonresident, $2. 
Except as noted, the revenue is divided equally between county 
and state game fund. 

Fees and licenses: To operate electric baths, $25; each 
creamery or cheese factory, $1 per annum; hotels or rooming 
houses, for 5 rooms oc less, $1 ; for 5 to 10 rooms, $4 ; 10 to 20 
rooms, $6 ; 20 to 40 rooms, $10 ; 40 to 80 rooms, $15 ; 80 to 100 
rooms, $20; over 100 rooms, $25 per annum. Tax payable to 
state treasurer. 

Manufacturers and dealers in commercial feeding stuffs, an 
annual inspection fee of $15 for each brand; every dealer in 
any stock food to pay same fee. 

Inspecting public buildings, $5 ; oil inspector, one-fourth of 
a cent per gallon, 10 cents for each 50 gallons. For support of 
state dairy .expert department, license fee for permit to use 
Babcock test on milk, etc., $5. 

Recording articles of incorporation of domestic corporations 
and issuing charter— authorized capital $25,000 or less, $10; 
$25,000 to $100,000, $15; $100,000 to $500,000, $20; $500,000 
to $1,000,000, $30; $1,000,000 to $1,500,000, $40; $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000, $50; $2,000,000 to $2,500,000, $60; $2,500,000 to 
$8,000,000, $70; $3,000,000 to $3,500,000, $80; $3,500,000 to 
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$4,000,000, $90; $4,000,000 to $4,500,000, $100; $4,500,000 
to $5,000,000, $110 ; over $5,000,000, $150 ; religious, charitable, 
benevolent, and fraternal associations, $3; filing articles of 
foreign corporations and issuing certificates of authority, $10; 
annual statement, $5; recording appointment, resident agent, 
$10 ; when agent not appointed in the articles of incorporation, 
$5 ; examination of annual statement of building and loan asso- 
ciations, $5 ; examination of statement of foreign building and 
loan association, $50; recording papers, per folio, 25 cents; 
transcripts, per folio, 25 cents ; commissions, passports, etc., $3 ; 
amendments, articles of incorporation, $10; examination of 
statement of foreign surety companies, $10 ; commission by the 
governor, $3 ; filing appointment, etc., of commissioner of 
deeds, $10 ; notary public commission, $2..50 ; for impression of 
the great seal, $1. 

Cooperative irrigation associations under the Carey Land 
Act, providing for reclamation of land, may secure articles of 
incorporation by paying $5 to the secretary of state. The 
Carey Land Act Board is to be paid a filing fee of 25 cents per 
acre for each acre reserved. An additional sum may be as- 
sessed, not exceeding $1 per acre, after water for irrigation 
has been available for four years, to cover all lands patented 
to the state. 

Every Insurance company filing declaration or certified copy 
of charter. $25 ; annual statement, $25 ; certificate of authority, 
and certified copy thereof, $2 ; every copy of paper, 20 cents 
per folio ; affixing official seal to each copy. $1 ; certificate of 
authority to agents, 50 cents. 

Examination of banks and trust companies : An amount 
equal to one one-hundredth part of 1 per cent of gross amount 
of the assets for each regular examination, minimum $10, 
maximum $50. Fee for examination preliminary to open- 
ing for business, $25, payable by public examiner to state 
treasurer for use of state banking department. Public ex- 
aminer to be paid a fee of 10 cents for each folio of copies of 
records, etc., and 50 cents for each certificate. 

For examining building, savings, and loan associations: 
First, $25,000 assets, $10; up to $50,000 assets, $15; up to 
$75,000 assets, $20; up to $100,000 assets, $25; and for each 
additional $100,000 or fraction thereof of assets, $20. Minimum 
fee, $10. 

For teacher's certificate. — " Life diploma," except resident 
graduates of the schools of the state, $10 ; state certificate, $5 ; 
professional state certificate, $2. 

The state engineer, as a member of water commission, col- 
lects certain fees under an act to regulate water rights for 
irrigation; also a fee of $2 to compare appropriation notice 
in securing water rights. 

For support of a bee inspector, to prevent disease among 
bees, every apiarist or owner of bees shall pay a tax of 10 
cents per colony of bees. 

Board of examiners. — Veterinary, medicine, and surgery, li- 
cense to practice, $10; fee for appeal to board of review, $30; 
registration fee not to exceed $2. 

Registration board to license public service stallions and 
jacks. — Fee, $2 for examination and enrollment of pedigree and 
issuance of license ; renewal of certificate of pedigree, $1 per 
annum ; transfer of ownership, 50 cents. 

Medical examination to conduct electric bath, $5. 

Examination of dentists, $25; certificate of registration, not 
more than $2. 

Bmbalmer's license, $5 ; renewal, $3 ; osteopaths, $20 ; physi- 
cians, $10; when licensed in another state or territory — 
without examination, $20. Pharmacists, registration, $5; re- 
newal, $5. 



F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in South Dakota. 
County Revenues. 

a. general peopertt taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for county taxes as for 
state. 

2. Rate— 

The county commissioners levy the county taxes, 
basing the levy upon an itemized statement of the 
estimated county expenses for the ensuing year, and 
no greater levy is to be made than will equal the 
amount of such estimated expenses with an excess of 
5 per cent of the same. The rates authorized for dif- 
ferent purposes are: 

(1) The board of county commissioners of any county may levy 
an annual tax not to exceed 1 mill on the dollar, to be paid 
into a fund to be known as " courthouse building fund." 

(2) For general county purposes, including support of the 
poor, not to exceed 6 mills on the dollar. 

(3) For the support of the insane, such amount as may be 
due the state from that county. 

(4) For county roads, not to exceed 2 mills. 

(5) For county bridges, not to exceed 3 mills. In a county 
where only part of its territory is organized into civil town- 
ships the levy shall be but 2 mills in organized townships. 

(6) For county sinking fund, one year's interest and 15 per 
cent of the principal. The total county rate is not to exceed 
in any one year, unless by vote, the sum of 8 mills on the 
dollar. 

(7) The board of county commissioners is authorized to levy 
a special tax to secure prompt payment of principal and interest 
on bonds issued for the purpose of supplying seed grain for 
needy farmers resident in such county. 

(S) A special tax may be levied to maintain county patients 
at the state sanitarium. 

(9) The board of county commissioners may levy a road tax 
in addition to that levied by the several townships, not to ex- 
ceed 5 mills on the dollar. By special vote of electors this tax 
may be increased to a rate not to exceed 10 mills. 

(10) The board of county commissioners may, in unorgan- 
ized townships, levy a tax for a road fund, not to exceed 8 
mills for any one year, provided such fund shall be expended 
in the unorganized district. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. 

B. POLJL, TAXES. 

The township board of supervisors in organized 
counties is to assess on every male inhabitant above 21 
and under 50 years of age, except paupers, lunatics, 
and those otherwise exempt, a tax of $2 per annum 
for road purposes. By a vote of the electors this tax 
may be paid in labor at a rate of 20 cents per hour per 
man, or 40 cents per hour for man and team. 
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The county commissioners may levy a tax of $1 
on each elector in the county for the support 
of, the common schools. This tax is to be distributed 
to the several school districts in the county in propor- 
tion to the number of children between 6 and 20 years 
of age resident therein. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPOKATION TAXES. 

There are no county inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Sale of liquors at retail, $400; traveling salesman who 
solicits by the Jug, $200, to be paid in each county; malt 
liquors, wholesale, $150; spirituous liquors, wholesale, $500 
(to be paid in each precinct, town, or city in which the busi- 
ness is carried on) ; distilleries, $1,000; breweries, $400; ped- 
dlers, on foot or bicycle, $30; single horse, $60; two or more 
horses or automobile, $100; transient merchants, $200, such 
peddlers in city, town, or village not to exceed $25 per day 
in addition to above fees; traveling salesmen, $25 to $75; 
dog license, $1, which is credited to the school district when 
collected. Unless otherwise specified, all licenses are issued 
for one year. 

Municipal, Revenues. 

A. general PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for municipal taxation as 
for state. 

2. Rate— 

a. Township. — The electors at their annual town 
meeting may vote such sums of money for repairing 
and constructing bridges and for necessary town 
charges as will not exceed 5 mills on the dollar, and 
for fire guards such a sum as will not exceed 5 mills 
on the dollar. The township board of supervisors 
levies the highway labor and road tax not to exceed 
50 cents on $100 of valuation. The total township rate 
is not to exceed in any year 10 mills on the dollar 
for all purposes, including the tax for interest and 
sinking funds for bonds. 

&. City. — The city council is to levy a tax for gen- 
eral purposes not to exceed 10 mills on the dollar, and 
in addition it may levy a tax for interest and sinking 
fund for city bonds, and may assess property for con- 
struction of sewer, systems. 

The city park board may levy special assessments 
for park purposes. 

Cities of the first class or cities under commission 
having a population of 10,000 or over, for manage- 
ment, etc., of system of waterworks, may levy assess- 
ments and collect tax therefor. 

The city council or board of commissioners in cities 
of the first class (Sioux Falls and Aberdeen) may levy 
a tax not exceeding 1 mill per annum on taxable prop- 



erty to create a fund for the purpose of advertising 
the city's possibilities and advantages. 

The common council of cities of the third class, 
board of trustees of every incorporated town and 
township, and board of every township in towns or 
townships containing over 500 inhabitants shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library, for 
which a tax not to exceed 1| mills may be assessed. 

c. Town. — The board of trustees may levy a tax for 
the general fund, interest, and sinking fund, the tax 
for general purposes not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

The collection is the same as for state taxes, by the 
county treasurer, unless the county has adopted the 
optional provision for collection by the township and 
city treasurers. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Any city or town in the state may levy on all able- 
bodied male residents between 21 and 50 years of age 
a road poll tax of one day's labor, which may be com- 
muted at a fixed sum, not to exceed $1.50. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The tax of 2^ per cent on the premiums received 
by foreign insurance companies and the tax of 1 per 
cent on the premiums of domestic and mutual com- 
panies is turned over to the cities by the state for the 
benefit of the fire department. 

There is an additional tax of one-half of 1 per cent 
of the gross premiums received by fire insurance com- 
panies in the state to defray the expense of investigat- 
ing cause, etc., of each fire. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Any township, precinct, town, or city within the county, in 
which a county liquor license is paid, may require in addition 
from each dealer paying such a license a sum to be fixed by 
ordinance, but to be not less than $200 nor more than $600. 

The city council has power to license, tax, and restrict hawk- 
ers, peddlers, pawnbrokers, keepers of ordinaries, theatrical 
and other exhibitions, shows and amusements, ticket scalpers, 
employment agencies, cigars, cigarettes, and light drinks, hack- 
men, draymen, expressmen, etc., and public billiard rooms and 
bowling alleys, public dances, and skating rinks, palmists, 
clairvoyants, mind readers, fortune tellers, and fakers, plumb- 
ers, electricians, and electrical workers. 

Towns may license auction establishments, peddlers, and 
public exhibitions. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution establishes a perpetual school fund 
for the use of public schools from the proceeds of the 
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sale of public lands granted by the United States, and 
from certain other sources, including escheats, fines, 
donations, etc. This fund is to be apportioned to the 
several school districts in proportion to the number of 
school children. The proceeds of the county poll 
taxes and dog licenses are also apportioned for school 
purposes. 

A district school tax is to be levied by the local board 
of education not exceeding 20 mills on the dollar on all 
personal and real property within the district, which 
tax is placed on the roll of the county and collected by 
the county treasurer, and the board may make further 
levy to provide a sinking fund for payment of bonded 
indebtedness. The electors have the power to instruct 
the district school board as to the levy of school taxes. 

The rate of taxation in each school district having 
within its boundary an incorporated city shall be the 
same as for cities, towns, and adjacent territory or- 
ganized as independent districts. 

The township board of education may levy a tax 
not to exceed 10 mills on the dollar in the year for 
high-school purposes. 

LEGISLATION AFrECTING REVENUE LAWS! 1913. 

The most important act of the legislature of 1913, as far 
as the system of taxation is concerned, was the creation of a 
permanent state tax commission. It was provided that this 
commission should consist of three members appointed by the 
governor for terms of six years, a vacancy to be created every 
two years by the expiration of the term of one commissioner. 

This commission has general supervision over the adminis- 
tration of the assessment and tax laws of the state and all 
assessing officers; has authority to require statements from 
all kinds of business organizations which it may deem neces- 
sary for the ascertaining of the value and the relative burdens 
borne by all kinds of property in the state; and to order the 
reassessment of any or all property, franchises, and licenses 
In any assessment district. It also succeeds and takes the place 
of the state board of equalization, inheriting all its powers 
and duties, including the assessment of all railroads (not in- 
cluding street railways), telegraph, telephone, express, and 
sleeping car companies. 

Other important changes follow: 

Inheritance tax. — A tax is imposed upon the transfer of 
property, real, personal, or mixed, or any interest therein, or 
income therefrom, in trust or otherwise, to any person, associ- 
ation, or corporation in the following cases: 

(1) When the transfer is by will or by intestate laws of 
this state from any person dying possessed of the property 
while a resident of the state. 

(2) When a transfer is by will or intestate law of prop- 
erty within the state or within its jurisdiction and the decedent 
was a nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

(3) When the transfer is of property made by a resident or 
by a nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within 
this state or within its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, 
sale, or gift, made in contemplation of the death of the grantor, 
vendor, or donor, or intended to take effect in possession or 
enjoyment at or after such death. 

(4) Such tax shall be imposed when any such person or cor- 
poration becomes beneficially entitled in possession or expec- 
tancy to any property, or the income thereof, by any such 
transfer, whether made before or after the passage of this act. 

(5) When any person or corporation shall exercise the power 
of appointment derived from any disposition of property made 



either before or after the passage of this act, such appoint- 
ment when made shall be deemed a transfer taxable under the 
provisions of this act in the same manner as though the prop- 
erty to which such appointment relates belonged absolutely to 
the donee of such power and had been bequeathed or devised 
by such donee by will. 

(C) The tax imposed hereby shall be upon the clear market 
value. 

Exemptions. — All property transferred to county, town, or 
municipal corporations within the state for strictly county, 
town, or municipal purposes, and property to the clear value 
of $2,500 transferred to any public hospital, academy, college, 
uni\'ersity, seminary of learning, church, or purely charitable 
institution, is exempt. 

When the property or any beneficial interest therein passes 
by any such transfer, where the amount of property exceeds in 
value the exemptions hereinafter specified and shall not ex- 
ceed in value $15,000, the tax hereby imposed shall be i 

(1) Passing to the wife or lineal issue at the rate of 1 per 
cent of the clear market value. Property to the value of 
$10,000 is exempt. 

(2) Passing to the husband, lineal ancestor of the decedent, 
or any child adopted as such in conformity with the laws of 
this state at least 10 years prior to such transfer, or any 
child to whom such decedent for not less than ten years prior 
to such transfer stood in the mutually acknowledged relation 
of a parent, provided such relationship began at or before the 
child's fifteenth birthday and was continuous for 10 years 
thereafter, or any lineal issue of such adopted or mutually 
acknowledged child, at the rate of IJ per cent of the clear 
market value thereof. Property to the value of $3,000 to lineal 
ancestors and of $10,000 to other classes is exempt. 

(3) Passing to a brother or sister of the decedent, or a 
descendant of a brother or sister of the decedent, the wife or 
widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of the decedent, 
at the rate of 3 per cent of the clear market value. Property 
of the value of $1,000 passing to each of this class is exempt. 

(4) Passing to the brother or sister of the father or mother 
or a descendant of a brother or sister of the father or mother 
of the decedent, at the rate of 4 per cent of the clear market 
value. Property of the value of $250 passing to each of this 
class is exempt. 

(5) Passing to a person in any other degree of collateral 
consanguinity than is hereinbefore stated, or to a stranger in 
blood, or a body politic or corporate, at the rate of 5 per cent 
of the clear market value. Property of the value of $100 
passing to each of this class is exempt. 

The foregoing rates are termed the primary rates. 

When the amount of the clear value of such property or 
interest exceeds $15,000, the rate of tax upon the excess- shall 
be as follows : 

(1) Upon all in excess of $15,000 and up to $30,000, one and 
one-half times the primary rates. 

(2) Upon all in excess of $30,000 and up to $50,000, two 
times the primary rates. 

(3) Upon all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, two 
and one-half times the primary rates. 

(4) Upon all in excess of $100,000, three times the primary 
rates. 

All inheritance taxes belong to and become a part of the 
revenue fund of the state. On or before the 1st of November 
of each year 20 per cent of the amount received by the state 
under this law during the preceding fiscal year is returned by 
the state auditor to the county from which it was derived. 

If the tax shall be paid in full prior to the expiration of one 
year from the date of the death of the decedent, interest at 
the rate of 6 per cent per annum shall be charged. 

If such tax shall not be paid within one year from the date 
of the death of the decedent, interest shall be collected thereon 
at the rate of 7 per cent from the date of the death of the 
decedent. 

Shares of stock of national banks are assessed to the indi- 
vidual stockholders at the place where the bank is located. 
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The Bank is liable for the taxes on the stock and is required 
to withhold so much of any dividend or dividends as may be 
necessary to pay any taxes levied on such stock. Shares of 
stock of state banks, savings banks, and trust companies shall 
be assessed to such state banks, savings banks, and trust com- 
panies and not to the individual stockholders. Shares of the 
capital stock of national banks not located in the state need 
not be listed. 

All lunch rooms, restaurants, rooming houses of a capacity 
of less than 10 rooms pay an annual license fee of $3 ; 10 and 
under 50 rooms, $6; 50 rooms and over, $12. Licenses go to 
state food and drug commissioner, vcho is, ex officio, inspector 
of hotels and other public buildings. 

Taxes are due on the 1st day of January of each year, and 
become delinquent on April 1, a penalty of 1 per cent per 
month attaching after that date. Taxes become a lien on 
property from and after January 1. If oi;e-half the taxes 
are paid on or before April 1, the balance does not become de- 
linquent until November 1 following. 

Every insurance company filing declaration or certified copy 
of charter, $25 ; annual statement, $25 ; certificate of authority, 
and certified copy thereof, $2; every copy of paper, 20 cents 



per folio; affixing official seal to each copy, $1; certificate of 
authority to agents, 50 cents. 

Registration fee for automobiles, $6 per annum, which is 
reduced to $3 after five annual registration fees of $6 have 
been paid ; fee for motor cycle, $2 ; transfer of ownership, $1 ; 
fee for manufacturer or dealer, $10. In the year 1913, 75 
per cent of tax to county motor vehicle road fund and 25 per 
cent to state; in 1914 and subsequent years the respective 
percentages shall be 87^ and 12i per cent. 

It was agreed by the legislature in 1913 to submit the fol- 
lowing to a vote of the people as an amendment to the state 
constitution to be added to Article XXI : 

Sec. 7. The irrigation of agricultural lands is hereby de- 
clared to be a public purpose, and the legislature may provide 
therefor, and may provide for the organization of irrigation 
districts for the irrigation of land for any public use, and 
may vest the corporate authorities thereof and the corporate 
authorities of counties, townships, and municipalities with 
the power to construct, operate, and maintain irrigation dams, 
reservoirs, canals, flumes, ditches, and laterals, and to keep in 
repair all irrigation dams, reservoirs, canals, flumes, ditches, 
and laterals heretofore constructed, under the laws of the 
state, by special assessments upon the property beneflted. 
thereby, according to the benefits received. 
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Tennessee draws its principal revenue from the 
general property tax and from business taxes, licenses, 
and fees. The distinguishing feature of the system is 
a carefully worked-out system of privilege taxes upon 
the exercise of various occupations which supplements 
the general property tax. There are special corpora- 
tion taxes, similar in nature to the privilege taxes on 
individuals, and state poll and inheritance taxes, as 
well as specific taxes on land transfers and on liti- 
gation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 28. All property, real, personal, or mixed, shall be 
taxed, but the legislature may except such as may be held by 
the state, by counties, cities, or towns, and used exclusively 
for public or corporation purposes, and such as may be held 
and used for purposes purely religious, charitable, scientific, 
literary, or educational, and shall except $1,000 worth of per- 
sonal property in the hands of each taxpayer and the direct 
produce of the soil in the hands of the producer and his imme- 
diate vendee. All property shall be taxed according to its 
value, that value to be ascertained in such manner as the leg- 
islature shall direct, so that taxes shall be equal and uniform 
throughout the state. No one species of property from which 
a tax may be collected shall be taxed higher than any other 
species of property of the same value, but the legislature shall 
have power to tax merchants, peddlers, and privileges in such 
manner as they may from time to time direct. The portion of a 
merchant's capital used in the purchase of merchandise sold 
by him to nonresidents and sent beyond the state shall not be 
taxed at a rate higher than the ad valorem tax on property. 

* This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources: 

Digest of the Tax Laws of Tennessee and Criminal Cost 
Laws, with Annotations, 1907. Prepared by Robert T. Shan- 
non for Frank Dibrell, controller of the state treasury. Mc- 
Quiddy Printing Co., Nashville, Tenn., 1907. 

The Code of Tennessee, with the Supplements and the Ses- 
sion Laws to 1907. 

Public Acts of Tennessee to 1913. 



The legislature shall have power to levy a tax upon incomes 
derived from stocks and bonds that are not taxed ad valorem. 
All male citizens of this state over the age of 21 years, except 
such persons as may be exempted by law on account of age 
or other infirmity, shall be liable to a poll tax of not less 
than 50 cents nor more than $1 per annum. Nor shall any 
county or corporation levy a poll tax exceeding the amount 
levied by the state. 

Sec. 29. The general assembly shall have power to authorize 
the several counties and incorporated towns in the state to 
impose taxes for county and corporation purposes, respectively, 
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law ; and all property 
shall be taxed according to its value, upon the principles es- 
tablished in regard to state taxation. * * * 

Sec. 30. No article manufactured of the produce of this state 
shall be taxed otherwise than to pay inspection fees. 

AKTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. Every male person of the age of 21 years, being a 
citizen of the United States * * * may vote, if he has paid 
the poll taxes assessed against him. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 12. The state taxes, derived hereafter from polls, shall 
be appropriated to educational purposes, in such manner as the 
general assembly shall direct by law. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessors, elected for a term of four years. Com- 
pensation is by salary, which in the smaller counties is limited 
not to exceed certain fee rates. 

(2) County board of equalizers, composed of five freeholders, 
elected by the quarterly court of each county. The quarterly 
courts shall elect, for two years, successors to the members 
who have served two years, three and two alternately. 

(3) State board of equalization, composed of the secretary- 
of state, treasurer, and comptroller of the treasury. 
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(4) County trustee, tax collector, elected for two years. 

(5) Revenue commissioners, three in number, elected every 
two years by tbe quarterly courts, one of whom is to be an 
expert accountant. They are to inspect reports and examine 
accounts. 

(6) Revenue agents, three in number, appointed by the 
comptroller for a term of two years. They are to examine the 
records of collections and disbursements and may also bring 
suit against delinquent officers and corporations. To indemnify 
the state 15 per cent, which the revenue agent retains, is to 
be added to the recovery in all suits. 

(7) State tax assessors, commonly known as the railroad 
commission, three freeholders, appointed by the governor 
biennially. 

(8) Board of equalization of railroad assessments, composed 
of the governor, treasurer, and secretary of state. 

State REvnsNTiES. 

A. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All prop- 
erty, real, personal, and mixed, is subject to taxation 
for state, county, and municipal purposes, except such 
as is declared exempt. 

(1) Real property includes all minerals and timber inter- 
ests and all other interests of whatever kind, whether for life 
or a term of years, in real estate, including the interest which 
the lessee may have in the improvements erected upon lands 
where the fee is exempt to the owner. Such interests are 
assessed to the owner thereof separately from other interests 
in such real estate. 

(2) Personal property is described as including: Household 
goods, implements and vehicles, live stock, water craft, income 
from United States bonds and from other stocks and bonds not 
taxed ad valorem ; all bonds except United States bonds ; all 
shares of stock except when the corporate property or capital 
stock Is assessed in lieu thereof; notes, duebills, choses in 
action, accounts, mortgages, or other' evidences of indebtedness ; 
money on hand, or on deposit; and all other personalty. 

(S) Exemptions in addition to public property are : All prop- 
erty belonging to any religious, charitable, scientific, or educa- 
tional institution not used in secular business; leasehold 
estates in hands of lessee, holding under incorporated institu- 
tions of learning, when rents therefor are used purely for 
educational purposes, by said Institutions; all cemeteries and 
monuments; growing crops; the direct produce of the soil in 
the hands of the producer or his immediate vendee, and manu- 
factured articles of the state in the hands of the manufacturer ; 
personal property of the value of $1,000 in the hands of each 
resident taxpayer; and all property exempt by charter or by 
contract. 

&. Assessment. — The assessment for state, county, 
and municipal purposes is made by the county asses- 
sors. Personal property, privileges and polls, are to 
be assessed annually, real estate (assessed in 1912) 
every two years, and both at their " actual cash value," 
which is defined to mean the price at which the prop- 
erty would sell at a fair voluntary sale. The assess- 
ment refers to January 10. The asseasor is required 
to visit all realty, see personally each taxpayer, and 
take his statement of all property, real and personal, 
without regard to any exemption. The taxpayer must 



make oath to the amount of his property but not to 
the value, which is computed by the assessor. The 
penalty for refusal to make the schedule or list or to 
take the oath is a fine of $10 to $50, upon conviction 
of the misdemeanor. Suits for collection can hot be 
brought on notes and choses in action not listed. 

Changes to the extent of $200 in the value of real estate are 
to be noted annually by the assessor, as well as any improve- 
ments thereon. 

The amount of income of United States bonds and of all 
other stocks and bonds not taxed ad valorem is to be assessed 
as personalty. All bonds, except United States bonds, and all 
shares of stock, except when the corporate property or capital 
stock is assessed in lieu thereof, are to be listed. All personal 
property which is a part of the capital invested in the busi- 
ness of a merchant, factor, or manufacturer is not to be as- 
sessed separately as personalty, but as part of the capital. 

Manufacturers are assessed on the raw materials and 
articles in process of manufacture, but the value of articles 
finished from the produce of the state in the hands of the 
manufacturer is to be deducted in assessing property or capital 
stock. 

Merchants are assessed on the average capital invested in 
the business during the year, which is found by dividing the 
sum of the highest and the lowest amounts of stock by two. 

Of stocks of merchandise sold at auction or on commission 
one-third of the aggregate amount of the annual sales is to be 
returned for taxation. 

Capital employed in trading, where there is no stock of goods 
on hand, forms the basis of assessment. 

Property held by executors and administrators shall be as- 
sessed in the county, district, or ward in which the decedent 
resided at time of death until such shall have been dis- 
tributed; but if deceased lived in another state, then the 
property shall be assessed where the personal representative 
resides. 

Personal property held by trustees and guardians of minors, 
married women, and lunatics shall be assessed to each such 
trustee or guardian in the county, ward, or district where such 
dependent resides, if a resident of the state ; if a nonresident, 
then in the county, ward, or civil district in which the guardian 
or trustee resides. Guardian having control thereof must 
render an annual statement. 

Corporations are assessed on their real estate and tangible 
personalty as individuals. Quasi public corporations, such as 
gas works, waterworks, electric light, and dummy railroad 
companies, and all others public in their character and which 
possess rights, franchises, and privileges, are to be taxed on 
the actual cash value of the corporate property, including the 
franchises, easements, incorporated rights and privileges, 
which value is to be not less than the value of the shares of 
stock and bonded debt, computed at market value, less the value 
of realty and tangible personal property otherwise assessed. 
Railroads, including street and interurban electric roads, tele- 
phone and telegraph companies, building and loan, insurance, 
manufacturing, and banking companies are not covered by 
this provision. The stocks and bonds are not otherwise as- 
sessed to the corporation or individual holders. 

Foreign corporations are assessed only on the actual cash 
value of the corporate property in the state, taking into con- 
sideration the franchise and intangible values in the state. 

Bank stock is assessed in the name of the shareholders at 
its cash value less a proportionate share of the realty and 
tangible personalty taxed to the bank. This is in lieu of the 
tax on capital stock of banks. (Recent opinion of Supreme 
Court : Held corporation liable for tax on stock and not the 
stockholder. ) 
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Railroad, street railroad, interurban electric road, telegraph, 
and telephone companies are assessed by the state tax asses- 
sors on the basis of schedule of property made out by the 
companies. There is a penalty of $1,000 for failure to file 
the schedule. In making the valuation of property the as- 
sessors are to consider the capital stock, the corporate prop- 
erty, the franchises of each company, and the gross receipts 
and market value of the shares of stock and bonded debt. 

The "road" of any railroad property includes all tracks, 
switches, bridges, and superstructures of every kind. The 
" line " of any telegraph or telephone company includes all 
wires, poles, instruments, and rights of way. 

The property distributable to the counties includes the road- 
bed, rolling stock, franchises, choses in action, and personal 
property having no actual situs. This is to be valued sepa- 
rately from other property and $1,000 exemption deducted. 
The valuation is then distributed according to the value per 
mile. The " localized property," including the depots and other 
property with an actual situs, is assessed where located, by 
regular county and city assessors. 

Railway cars, other than passenger cars owned by non- 
residents not operating lines of railways, are assessed by the 
state tax assessors. 

Back assessment or reassessment of taxes on property that 
has escaped or been undervalued is made by the county court 
clerk in the case of merchants' taxes, or by the county trustee 
in the case of other taxes. A penalty of 15 per cent may be 
imposed for violation of the revenue provisions in the back 
assessment. 

Mineral, timber, and other interests in real estate are as- 
sessed to the owner thereof. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalizers 
compares and equalizes the county assessments, elimi- 
nates property exempt, and hears complaints. The 
board may increase or lower the entire assessment 
roll, or any item therein, to conform to the actual 
cash value. 

The state board of equalization at its biennial ses- 
sions is to equalize the assessments of all properties 
in the state, except such as are to be equalized by the 
state board of equalization of railroad assessments. 

The board may equalize by classification of proper- 
ties, by wards, civil divisions, or counties. 

The assessment of railroad, street railroad, interurban rail- 
road, telegraph, and telephone companies, as made by the state 
tax assessors, is equalized by the state board of equalization of 
railroad assessments. 

2. Rate— 

Taxes are levied by statute at the rate of 50 cents on 
every $100 worth of .property, of which 35 cents is for 
general state purposes and 15 cents for school pur- 
poses, which is retained in the county where collected. 

3. Collection — 

With the exception of the taxes of certain cities and 
the state tax assessed against railroad, telegraph, and 
telephone companies, all ad valorem taxes are col- 
lected by the county trustee. Taxes are payable the 
first JMonday in October, except municipal taxes of 
cities having a population of 100,000 or over and of 
those authorized to collect their own taxes. Taxes 
are a lien on the property assessed from the 10th of 
January, and are delinquent and bear interest after 



the 1st of March, and in addition there is a penalty 
of 1 per cent a month. They may be collected by 
distress and sale. 

Taxes on the stock of banks and loan and investment com- 
panies are to be collected from the president of the corporation. 

The inheritance tax is collected by the county court clerk of 
each county. 

If any property escapes assessment, it is the duty of the 
trustee to assess the same and report the taxes collected as 
" picked-up " taxes. The trustee can not receipt for the prop- 
erty tax if the poll tax is unpaid. 

The trustee is compensated by commissions from the moneys 
collected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant between the ages of 21 and 
50 years, except persons who are deaf, dumb, blind, or 
incapable of labor and of earning a livelihood, are to 
pay an annual tax of $1 for school purposes. This 
tax is distributed among the school districts of the 
county where collected in proportion to the num- 
ber of school children. This tax must be paid 
before the property tax will be received, and its pay- 
ment is a prerequisite to the enjoyment of the elective 
franchise. Delinquent poll taxes may be collected by 
distress and sale or garnishment, and the officer is 
entitled to 12^ per cent commission and fees for his 
.services. 

0. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All estates, real, personal, and mixed, of every kind 
whatsoever, situated within this state, whether the 
persons dying seized thereof be domiciled within or 
without the state, passing from any person who may 
die seized or possessed of such estates, either by will or 
under the intestate laws of this state, or any part of 
such estate or estates or interest therein passing by 
deed, grant, bargain, gift, or sale, made in contempla- 
tion of death or intended to take effect in possession or 
enjoyment after the death of the grantor or bargainor, 
are subject to a tax in the following cases : ' 

Passing to the father, mother, brother, sister, the 
wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter, 
or any child or children adopted as such in conformity 
with the laws of the state of Tennessee, husband, wife, 
child, and lineal descendants born in lawfiil wedlock: 
All inheritances of $5,000 and over, but less than 
$20,000, are subject to a tax of 1 per cent of the clear 
market value; all inheritances of $20,000 and over are 
subject to a tax of \\ per cent of the clear market 
value. 

Passing to any other person or persons or to bodies 
corporate or politic, in trust or otherwise, are subject 
to a tax of 5 per cent of the clear market value. In 
this case estates valued at a less sum than $250 are 
exempt. 

This tax is paid to the county court clerk of each 
county for the use of the state. 
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If this tax shall be paid within three months after 
the death of the decedent, a discount of 5 per cent on 
the amount of the tax shall be made and allowed ; and 
if said tax is not paid at the end of one year from the 
death of the decedent, at which time it shall be due, 
interest shall then be charged at the rate of 6 per cent 
per annum on said tax. 

D. CORl^OEATION TAXES. 

Corporations, like individuals, are subject to the ad 
valorem tax on property. The value of intangible 
property is reached by an assessment of the capital 
stock and bonded debt. 

Privilege taxes are collected annually by the comp- 
troller from the following corporations, in lieu of all 
other taxes except ad valorem tax on property. 

/Express companies — if lines in tUe state are less than 100 

Siiles, $1,000 ; more tlian 100 miles, $2,500 ; sleeping car com- 
anies, $3.000 ; news companies, $750. Railroad companies ex- 
empt from ad valorem tax, per mile, $120 (special contracts 
were made in 1903 witli 11 companies to pay $4,500 for 10 years 
in lieu of all other taxes authorized). Storage and warehouse 
companies, 2J per cent on gross premiums. Trading stamp com- 
panies, in each county, $500 ; merchants using stamps, $250. 
Telegraph companies— 25 to 100 miles of wire, $20 ; 100 to 300 
miles of wire, $200 ; 800 to 1,000 miles of wire, $700 ; 1,000 to 6,000 
miles, for each mile over 1,000, $20; for each 100 miles over 
6,000, $10. Railroad terminal companies — counties of 90,000 
inhabitants, $750 ; 70,000 to 90,000, $500 ; 50,000 to 70,000, $400. 
Telephone companies — counties of 40,000 inhabitants or over, 
each instrument, 50 cents ; 20,000 to 40,000, each instrument, 
30 cents; less than 20,000, each instrument, 20 cents; telephone 
box or slot machine, $3 per annum. Insurance companies and 
fidelity and surety corporations or companies are required to 
pay to the insurance commissioner — foreign fire and all other 
companies of other states, 2i per cent of the gross premium 
receipts in the state, payable semiannually, January and July ; 
mutual fire insurance companies of the state doing business 
outside county of domicile, $300. Building and loan associa- 
tions—capital paid in, up to $10,000, $20; $10,000 to $25,000, 
$47 ; $25,000 to $50,000, $95 ; $50,000 to $100,000, $140 ; $100,000 
to $150,000, $187.50; $150,000 to $200,000, $280; $200,000 to 
$250,000, $375 ; $250,000 to $300,000, $468 ; $300,000 to $350,000, 
$562.50 ; $350,000 to $400,000, $656 ; $400,000 to $450,000, $750 ; 
$450,000 to $500,000, $843.50 ; each additional $100,000 or frac- 
tional part thereof, $92.50. 

There is a penalty of 1 per cent per day for the nonpayment 
of privilege taxes, and to exercise any privilege without first 
paying the tax is a misdemeanor for which the fine is $10 
to $50. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following occupations are declared to be privi- 
leges, and the taxes thereon are collected annually by 
the county court clerk unless otherwise stated. 

A privilege is defined to be the exercise of a busi- 
ness or occupation which requires a license. The im- 
position of a privilege tax is not to be construed as a 
release or exemption from the ad valorem tax unless 
specially provided. 



Any indigent ex-Confederate or ex-Federal soldier 
doing a privilege business, with a capital not exceeding 
$250, is exempt from the privilege tax. 

Merchants are to pay, in addition to the ad valorem 
tax upon the average capital invested by them in their 
business, a privilege tax of 15 cents on each $100, 7^ 
cents of which is for school purposes and 7J cents for 
state purposes. This tax is never to be less than $5 ; 
$5 is to be paid when the license is taken out and 
equally divided between the state and the county. If 
stock is less than $800, the privilege tax is fixed at 
$7.50 per annum, that no ad valorem shall be taxed. 

Abstract companies — cities of 60,000 inhabitants or over, 
$75; 20,000 to 60,000, $50; 15,000 to 20,000, $25; less than 
15,000, $10. Athletic clubs (boxing or wrestling), $300. 
Advertising companies or corporations — street car advertising 
in counties of 60,000 inhabitants or over, $100 ; in counties of 
less than 60,000 and more than 40,000, $25 ; counties of 40,000 
and less, $5 ; in dummy cars or railroad cars, counties of 50,000 
or over, $50 ; counties of less than 50,000, $25 ; railroad depots 
in each county, $10 ; by means of banners, fioats, cartoons, 
etc., in cities, towns, or taxing districts of 60,000 or 
over, $25; from 20,000 to 60,000, $15; on billboards 
in cities, towns, or taxing districts of 60,000 or over, 
$75; from 20,000 to 60,000, $50; less than 20,000 in- 
habitants, $10. Artists and photographers — cities and tax- 
ing districts of over 20,000 inhabitants, $25; 6,000 to 20,000, 
$15; 2,000 to 6,000, $7.50; under 2,000, $5; galleries, outside 
cities and towns, $5 ; traveling galleries, for the state, $50 ; 
each agent soliciting pictures to be enlarged outside of state 
in each county where solicited, $5. 

Auctioneers— cities of 35,000 inhabitants or over, $20 ; 20,000 
to 35,000, $15 ; 6,000 to 20,000, $10 ; less than 6,000, $5 ; outside 
cities, $5; transient, 60,000 and over, per week, $15; 20,000 to 
60,000, per week, $10; districts less than 20,000, $5. Auto- 
mobiles, garage, or dealers — cities of 60,000 or over, $75 ; 20,000 
to 60,000, $50 ; less than 20,000, $20 ; automobiles for hire, $10 
each. Baseball parks — counties over 100,000 inhabitants, $100; 
50,000 to 100,000, $60; 20,000 to 50,000, $40; less than 20,000, 
$10; traveling ball teams not playing in regular parks, $10; 
detailing ball games, $25. Billposters — cities of 60,000 iuhab- 
itants'or over, $75 ; 10,000 to 60,000, $50 ; 2,000 to 10,000, $10 : 
under 2,000, $5. Bicycle dealers or renters, $10 ; keeping bicycle 
for hire, $10. Bottlers (other than natural mineral waters) — • 
counties of 100,000 inhabitants or over, $150 ; 50,000 to 100,000, 
$100; 35,000 to 50,000, $100; 25,000 to 35,000, $50; less than 
25,000, $15. Breweries, $500; agents of breweries in cities of 
20,000 inhabitants or over, $500 ; 7,500 to 20,000, $150 ; 7,500 and 
less, $50. Brokers (other than real estate or merchandise) — 
cities of 60,000 or over, $75 ; 20,000 to 60,000, $50 ; under 20,000, 
$25 ; outside cities, $25. Butchers— cities of 20,000 inhabitants 
or over, $15; 10,000 to 20,000, $10; 6,000 to 10,000, $7.50; 
1,000 to 6,000, $5. Wholesale dealers in fresh meat and cold- 
storage companies — counties of 50,000 inhabitants or over, 
$150; 40,000 to 50,000, $75; under 40,000, $50; cold-storage com- 
panies for local butchers only, in counties over 75,000, $75; 
40,000 to 75,000, $37.50; less than 40,000, $5. Check room- 
when charge is 10 cents per day, $20 ; when charge is less than 
10 cents per day, $10. Cigar stands — cities of 20,000 in- 
habitants or over, $10; under 20,000, $5. Cash registers — 
districts of 60,000 inhabitants or over, $25; less than 60,000, 
$10. Circuses and menageries — counties of 50,000 inhabit- 
ants and over, $100 per day; 40,000 to 50,000, $75; 35,000 
to 40,000, $50; 30,000 to 35,000, $37.50; 25,000 to 30,000, $35; 
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20,000 to 25,000, $25; under 20,000, $20; sleight of hand, $20 
per day; other exhibitions, $15 per day, $30 per week, $100 
per month; traveling companies (outside taxed theaters), $5 
per day, $25 per week, $100 per month; concerts, $40 per 
annum; moving pictures, in cities of 36,000 or over, $60; less 
than 36,000, $40 ; magic lanterns, each, per annum, $5 ; trained- 
animal exhibitions — counties of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $20 
per day ; 30,000 to 50,000, $15 ; less than 30,000, $10. Coal and 
coke dealers — cities of 60,00 inhabitants or over, $40 ; 20,000 to 
€0,000, $30 ; 6,000 to 20,000, $12.50 ; less than 6,000, $5. Coal oil 
or petroleum products — cities of 30,000 inhabitants or over (or 
within 5 miles of such cities) , $300 ; 10,000 to 30,000, $200 ; 5,000 
to 10,000, $150 ; 2,000 to 5,000, $75 ; under 2,000, $50. Cobblers— 
in districts of 60,000 or over, $7.50 ; 20,000 to 60,000, $5. Col- 
lection agencies — cities of 20,000 Inhabitants or over, $35 ; less 
than 20,000, $10. Commercial agencies — cities of 20,000 in- 
habitants or over, $150; under 20,000, $75; local, $11. Con- 
struction companies — foreign, in each county, $100; domestic, 
in each county, $25. Cottonseed-oil mills — plants pressing un- 
der 1,000 tons annually, $15; 1,000 to 5,000, $30; 5,000 to 
10,000, $40; 10,000 to 20,000, $60; 20,000 to 30,000, $100; 
30,000 to 50,000, $150 ; 50,000 to 75,000, $200 ; 75,000 to 100,000, 
$300; over 100,000, $350. Cotton compresses— pressing 1 to 
20,000 bales, per annum, $25 ; 20,000 to 50,000 bales, per annum, 
$50 ; 50,000 to 100,000 bales, per annum, $100 ; 100,000 bales or 
over, per annum, $150. Cotton factors — cities of 20,000 in- 
habitants or over, $25; 10,000 to 20,000, $15; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$7.50; less than 5,000, $5. Detective agencies, $100. Dealers 
in oriental wares and novelties, in each county, $100; dealers 
in theater tickets, cities of 40,000 Inhabitants or over, $25; 
20,000 to 40,000, $10; 10,000 to 20,000, $5; dealers in soft 
drinks, $3; those selling soft drinks outside corporate limits, 
$2. Distillers of brandy — capacity 5 barrels or over per 
day, $50; less than 5 barrels, $25; distillers of whisky- 
capacity 10 barrels per day or over, $500; 5 to 10 barrels 
per day, $300; 2 to 5 barrels per day, $150; 1 to 2 barrels 
per day, $50; less than 1 barrel, $25. Directories — in dis- 
tricts of 60,000 inhabitants or over, $50; 20,000 to 60,000, 
$25; 10,000 to 20,000, $10. Dog and pony shows— in counties 
of 50,000 or over, $20 ; 30,000 to 50,000, $15 ; less than 30,000, 
$10. Lunch houses and stands — cities of 8,000 inhabitants 
or over, $10; 5,000 to 8,000, $5; under 5,000, $2.50. Elec- 
tric light companies — cities of 100,000 inhabitants or over, 
$750; 60,000 to 100,000, $750; 20,000 to 60,000, $500; 7,500 to 
20,000, $200; 4,000 to 7,500, $100; 3,000 to 4,000, $50; 2^000 to 
3,000, $30; 1,000 to 2,000, $25. Embalmers, $5. Pressing and 
dyeing establishments, worl^ done by hand, in cities of 60,000 
Inhabitants and over, $15; 20,000 to 60,000, $10; less than 
20,000, $5 ; work done by steam, in cities of 20,000 inhabitants 
or over, $25; 10,000 to 20,000, $12.50; 6,000 to 10,000, $7.50; 
6,000 and under, $2.50. Feather renovators, in each county, $300. 
Buying fees of witnesses or officers of court — counties of 50,000 
inhabitants or over, $100 ; 20,000 to 50,000, $50 ; 10,000 to 20,000, 
$25 ; less than 10,000, $10. Ferries — cities of 10,000 inhabitants 
or over (or within 5 miles), $.50; 5,000 to 10,000, $30; 3,000 to 
5,000, $20 ; less than 3,000, $5 ; counties more than 5 miles from 
cities, $5. Florists— districts of 60,000 inhabitants, $25 ; 20,000 
to 60,000, $15; less than 20,000, $7.50. Flying jennies— cities 
of over 30,000 inhabitants, $5 per month; under 30,000, $2.50 
per month each. Fortune tellers, $10. Fruit stands — cities of 
50,000 inhabitants or over, $5; under 50,000, $2.50. Futures 
on exchange — cities of 30,000 inhabitants or over, $500 ; 20,000 
to 30,000, $400; under 20,000, $300. Games— billiard tables, 
pool tables, alleys, shooting galleries, etc. — cities of 20,000 
inhabitants or over, $25; 10,000 to 20,000, $15; under 10,000, 
$10 ; counties outside of cities, $25 ; throwing rings and other 
devices, $10. Gas companies — cities of 70,000 lnhabitE.nts or 
over, $700; 30,000 to 70,000, $350; 20,000 to 30,000, $250; 



10,000 to 20,000, $125; '4,000 to 10,000, $75; under 4.000, $50 
(cities of over 8,000 supplying gas for commercial purposes 
must pay this tax). Hotels — each room for which more than 
$1 per day is charged, 75 cents ; less than $1 per day, 50 cents. 
Hucksters— cities of 60,000 inhabitants or over, $5; 20,000 to 
60,000, $3 ; 6,000 to 20,000, $2 ; less than 6,000, $1. Ice— cities 
of 35,000 inhabitants or over, $100; 15,000 to 35,000, $75; 
6,000 to 15,000, $50; 2,500 to 6,000, $10; 1,000 to 2,500, $5; 
ice sold from cars, in each county, $50 ; dealers using wagons, 
per wagon, $5 (tax does not apply to towns under 1,000). 
Intelligence offices, $10; itinerants, physicians, etc., $200 for 
the whole state and to each county as follows : Counties of 
60,000 inhabitants or over, $40; 30,000 to 60,000, $25; less 
than 30,000, $15; cities of 25,000 inhabitants or over, $40; 
5,000 to 25,000, $25; less than 5,000, $15. Junk dealers- 
districts of 50,000 Inhabitants, $25; 30,000 to 50,000, $15; 
5,000 to 30,000, $10. Laundries — cities of 20,000 inhabitants 
or over, $50; 5,000 to 20,000, $25; under 5,000, $7.50; under 
1,000 no tax; agents for laundries outside of state, fclO. 
Each laundry paying regular tax shall, in addition, payBpr 
each substation in districts of more than 20,000 inhablta^b, 
each per annum, $20. Lighting companies (other than el«- 
tric and gas), lights for streets, railroad and sleeping car coil- 
panies — cities of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $100; 20,000 tl 
50,000, $25; under 20,000, $10. Lightning-rod agents, in eacll 
county, $100. Liquor dealers (in addition taxed as merchants), 
wholesale, $500 ; retail — cities of 6,000 or over, $500 ; less than 
6,000, $500 ; boats and cars, $500. Livery, sale, and feed stables — 
each stall 50 cents ; outside of towns of more than 5,000 and less 
than 5,500 population in counties of more than 24,900 and less 
than 25,000 population, $5. Lunch stands or eating houses — 
districts of 10,000 inhabitants or over, $10; from 15 to 25 
stools, $15; over 25 stools, $20; districts of 5,000 to 10,000, 
with 15 or less stools, $5 ; 15 to 25 stools, $7.50 ; over 25 stools, 
$10; in districts less than 5,000 inhabitants, $5. Slot ma- 
chines, music boxes, phonographs, etc., nickel-in-the-slot, $10; 
penny-in-the-slot, $2.50. Marriage license, $1. Marble deal- 
ers (monuments) ^-districts of 10,000 inhabitants or over, $25; 
from 2,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, $10. Messenger service, dis- 
tricts of 10,000 inhabitants or over, $15. Manufacturers of 
patent medicines — gross sales from $5,000 to $20,000, each $10; 
$20,000 to $60,000, $15; $60,000 to $100,000, $50; $100,000 to 
$350,000, $150; $150,000 to $200,000, $200; $200,000 to $300,000, 
$300; $300,000 to $400,000, $400; $400,000 to $500,000, $500; 
more than $500,000, $1,000. Express and parcel cars — counties 
of over 50,000 inhabitants, $10; under 50,000, $5. Parks (ad- 
mission fee), $100. Pawnbrokers (also taxed as merchants) — 
cities of 30,000 inhabitants or over, $200; 8,000 to 30,000, $75; 
6,000 to 8,000, $75 ; under 6,000, $50 ; outside cities, $10. Ped- 
dlers, on foot, in each county, $10 ; with horse and vehicle, 
each county, $20; more than one horse, in each county, each 
horse, $20; patent medicine, on foot or horse, in each county, 
$15 ; horse and wagon, in each county, $20 ; school apparatus, 
maps, charts, in each county, $150; horse and vehicle, $300; 
each additional horse, $100 ; coal oil and gasoline, $10. Play- 
ing cards — wholesale, $20; retail, $5. Plumbers and gas 
fitters (taxed also as merchants) — cities of 35,000 inhabitants 
or pver, $20 ; 10,000 to 35,000, $15 ; 5,000 to 10,000, $10 ; under 
5 000, $5. Railway licenses — incline, fare of more than 50 cents, 
$250 ; less than 50 cents, $150 ; less than 25 cents, $100. Dealers 
in ranges and clocks (not required of merchants) — counties of 
35,000 inhabitants or over, $25; 20,000 to 35,000, $20; under 20,- 
000, $15. Real estate dealers — cities of over 50,000 inhabitants, 
$25 ; 35,000 to 50,000, $20 ; 20,000 to 35,000, $15 ; 10,000 to 20,000, 
$10 ; under 10,000, $5 ; countiesoutsidecities,$5. Restaurantsand 
caf€s— cities of 35,000 Inhabitants or over, $40 ; 20,000 to 35,000, 
$30 ; 10,000 to 20,000, $25 ; 6,000 to 10,000, $20 ; 2,000 to 6,000, 
$10 ; under 2,000, $3 ; outside cities, $3. Sand, lime, sewer pipe, 
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or cement— districts of 10,000 inhabitants and over, $20; less 
than 10,000, $10. Securities (dealers in notes, etc.) — counties 
of 50,000 Inhabitants or over, $.50 ; 30,000 to 50,000, $25 ; 15,000 
to 30,000, $5. Loan agents letting money at more than 50 per 
cent per annum, $100. Sewing-machine companies and dealers 
(In lieu of all other taxes except merchants' privilege and ad 
valorem taxes), $200; for each agent (except merchants), 
$5. Skating rinks— cities of 20,000 Inhabitants or over, $30; 
10,000 to 20,000, $15; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; under 5,000, $5; 
outside cities, $5. Soda-water fountains, investment less than 
$500— in districts of 20,000 inhabitants, $10; 5,000 to 20,000, 
$5; less than 5,000, $2.50; Investment from $500 to $1,000 in 
districts of 20,000 inhabitants or over, $12.50; from 5,000 to 
20,000, $6 ; less than $5,000, $3 ; Investment $1,000 to $2,500 in 
districts of 20,000 or more, $15 ; 5,000 to 20,000, $7.50 ; less than 
5,000, $5 ; investment $2,500 to $5,000 in districts of 20,000 in- 
habitants or over, $20 ; 5,000 to 20,000, $10 ; 5,000 or less, $5 ; in- 
vestment over $5,000 in districts of 20,000 or over, $25; less 
than 20,000, $12.50. Stock pens, etc., $1 per pen of 400 square 
feet. Street car companies and dummy railroads — cities of 
60,000 inhabitants or over, per mile, $10; 20,000 to 60,000, per 
mile, $8 ; 10,000 to 20,000, per mile, $6 ; under 10,000, per mile, 
$3. Swimming pools, $5. Theaters — cities of 40,000 inhab- 
itants or over, $200; 20,000 to 40,000, $100; 10,000 to 20,000, 
$50 ; 5,000 to 10,000, $25 ; 3,000 to 5,000, $15 ; under 3,000, $10 ; 
counties outside of cities, $50; in public parks in counties of 
more than 100,000 inhabitants and not charging more than 25 
cents admission, $100; 50,000 to 100,000, $50. Transfer busi- 
ness for hire, each horse $1. Turnpikes per toUgate, toll both 
ways — counties of 50,000 Inhabitants or over, $50 ; 30,000 to 
50,000, $40; under 30,000, $12.50; companies increasing tolls, 
per gate, $250. Undertakers — cities of 50,000 inhabitants or 
over, $50 ; 20,000 to 50,000, $30 ; 10,000 to 20,000, $20 ; 6,000 to 
10,000, $10; under 6,000, $5; counties outside cities, $5. 
Variety theaters, $200. Warehouses and elevators — cities of 
8,000 inhabitants or over, $50; under 8,000, $25; storage of 
furniture and household effects— <;ities of 8,000 inhabitants or 
over, $25 ; less than 8,000, $15 ; counties of over 30,000 outside 
of cities, $25. Water companies — cities of 50,000 inhabitants 
Of over, $800; 35,000 to 50,000, $600; 20,000 to 35,000, $400; 
6,000 to 20,000, $100 ; under 6,000, $10. Wild west shows — each 
day and night, in counties of 50,000 Inhabitants or over, $150 ; 
less than 50,000, $75. 

On all transfers of realty there Is levied a state tax of $1 
per $1,000 of consideration (which is not to be less than the 
value of the property). 

The following taxes are to be charged to loser in bill of 
costs: Each suit in law or equity in court of record, $2.50; 
each indictment or presentment, $5; appeal to supreme court 
in criminal cases where defendant is unsuccessful, $7.50; ap- 
peals from circuit or chancery to supreme court, $5; appeal 
from justice of the peace, $2.50. 

Secretary of state. — Charter of incorporation, foreign or 
domestic, or amendments thereto, and all consolidations or 
mergers, one-tenth of 1 per cent on capital stock, except literary 
and religious corporations; recording domestic charter, $10; 
certified copy of domestic charter, $10 ; certified copy of foreign 
charter, $20 ; abstract, foreign charter, $20 ; filing foreign char- 
ter, $20; filing articles of consolidation (in addition to tax), 
$25; filing articles of agreement between corporations, $25; 
charter or certificate of municipal corporations, $50; com- 
mission of notary public, $3; commission of commissioner of 
deeds, $10; commission of appointee of governor, $5; charters 
of incorporation, not for religious or educational purposes, $25 ; 
for granting amendment of the charter of any corporation 
chartered by act of the general assembly, $100; other corpo- 
rations except for purely educational or religious purposes, $10. 



Bach requisition, $5; warrant on a requisition, $3; automobile 
registration, $2 ; certificate of transfer of automobile, $1. 

Foreign corporations on filing charter for privilege of enter- 
ing state p.-iy to the secretary of state on $50,000 and less of 
capital stock, $50; $50,000 to $100,000, $100; $100,000 to 
$200,000, $150; $200,000 to $.300,000, $2C0; $300,000 to 
$400,000, $250 ; ,$400,000 to $500,000, $300 ; $500,000 to $750,000, 
$400; $750,000 to $1,000,000, $500; $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, 
$750; $2,000,000 to $5,000,000, $1,000; $5,000,000 and over, 
$1,500. 

Any company chartered under laws of foreign state, but 
doing business as domestic corporation, shall pay a privilege 
lax of one-tenth of 1 per cent on authorized capital stock. 
(Insurance companies may deduct fees paid insurance commis- 
sioner.) 

Domestic mutual or assessment fire insurance companies — 
filing copy of charter, etc., $15; filing annual statement, $10. 
Other companies — filing copy of charter, .$30 ; annual statement, 
life, $25 ; annual statement, other than life, $15 ; certificate to 
agent, $2. 

Agents' fees. — Commencing between January 1 and April 1 
of each year, $10 ; between April 1 and July 1, $7.50 ; between 
July 1 and October 1, $5; commencing after October 1, $2.50. 

Fire and marine insurance companies, in addition to the 
privilege tax, shall pay one-half of 1 per cent on gross premi- 
ums for purpose of executing the fire marshal law. 

r. THE IXCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Tennessee. 
County Revenues. 

a. general, property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for county taxes as 
for state. 

2. Rate— 

Exclusive of the tax for public roads, pikes, schools, 
and interest on the county debts and of the taxes for 
other special purposes, the several county courts are 
authorized to levy an annual county tax on every $100 
of taxable property, not exceeding 30 cents. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The constitutional poll tax of $1 is collected by the 
county trustees and paid over to the school districts. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CX)RP0RATI0N TAXES. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Each county is authorized to levy a privilege tax 
upon merchants and upon other occupations declared 
to be privileges, not exceeding in amount that levied 
by the state for state purposes. The imposition of a 
privilege tax is not to be construed as an exemption 
from an ad valorem tax unless so specially provided. 

Marriage licenses, $1 (to be used for school purposes). 
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Municipal, Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for municipal taxa- 
tion as for the state and county. 

2. Rale— 

Municipalities of over 20,000 inliabitants, 15 mills on the dol- 
lar; 12,000 to 20,000, not to exceed 12i mills on the dollar; 
5,000 to 12,000, not to exceed 10 mills on the dollar; under 
5,000, not to exceed 1\ mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

The collection is the same as for state and county, 
except that municipal corporations having power un- 
der their charter to collect their own taxes on prop- 
erty, privileges, and polls may provide therefor by 
ordinance. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The municipal poll tax is not to exceed $1. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Each municipality is authorized to levy the same 
" privilege taxes " as the state and county. 

Taxing District Revenues. 

The several towns, cities, or communities in the state, 
the population of which does not exceed 30,000 and the 
charters of incorporation of which have been repealed 
or shall hereafter be repealed or abolished, are created 
taxing districts, to be styled taxing districts of the sec- 
ond class (and known by the name of the town or city 
at the time the corporation became extinct). 

After the debts of the taxing districts have been 
compromised with the creditors, the comraissioners 
may by ordinance levy taxes upon all property tax- 
able for state purposes and upon all privileges and 
polls, to defray the expenses and pay the compro- 
mised debts. A tax of $1 on every $100 is levied on 
property and one on merchants equal to the state tax. 

School Revenues. 

The interest on the permanent school fund and other 
state school moneys is apportioned by the comptroller 
among the several counties according to their school 
population. 

When the income from the state fund is not suffi- 
cient to maintain a public school for five months in 
the year, additional taxes, not to exceed the amount 
levied by the state, may be levied by the counties. 

Municipal corporations may also impose an addi- 
tional tax. 



The constitutional poll tax and the state tax of \\ 
mills on all taxable property are collected by the 
county trustee and distributed to the school districts 
according to scholastic population. 

legislation affecting revenue laws: 1913. 

Effective January 1, 1914, a state banking department was 
created which is charged with the execution of all laws rela- 
tive to corporations, firms, and individuals doing or carrying 
on a banking business in the state. For the support of this 
department every banking house pays into the state treasury 
an annual fee, the amount of said fee being based on the capi- 
tal, surplus, and undivided profits of the bank and ranging 
from $10 for $10,000 or less to $500 for $1,000,000 or more. 
Each branch office of a bank pays a fee of $20 in addition to 
amount paid by parent bank. 

For the purpose of school sites or the extension or enlarge- 
ment of grounds upon which to build and provide school- 
houses or free public high schools, and the necessary grounds 
appurtenant thereto, all municipal corporations owning, or 
which may in future own, any free public school or free public 
high school were given the right of eminent domain. 

Fraternal beneficiary associations or societies were required 
to pay to the Insurance commissioner an annual license fee 
of $10. This fee is in lieu of all other taxes except taxes on 
real estate and oflice equipment. 

The percentage of the general revenue of the state appropri- 
ated to the general education fund was increased from 25 to 
33J. The legislature in this act made further and liberal pro- 
visions for increased efficiency of the public school system In 
general and encouraging the establishment of departments of 
industrial work, home economics, manual training, and kin- 
dred subjects. 

Provision was made for the creation of road-improvement 
districts upon the application of 25 per cent of the freeholders 
residing within the territory of the proposed district, which 
are empowered to issue and sell interest-bearing bonds for 
the purpose of grading, graveling, and improving the public 
roads within the district. The board of road-improvement dis- 
trict commissioners fixes the tax rate for paying the interest on 
and retiring said bonds at maturity. This tax is in lieu of all 
others for road purposes within the district. The county courts 
may issue bonds for highway purposes in the county, said 
issue to be ratified by two-thirds of the voters of the county, 
a tax to provide for such bonds to be levied by the county 
courts. 

Municipalities or taxing districts having a population of less 
than 100,000 were authorized to issue bonds for the purchase 
of land and erection thereon of school buildings, city halls, 
and other public buildings, and for the purchasing or estab- 
lishing of public utilities and for general public purposes. 
Also to levy a special tax to pay the interest and retire said 
bonds at maturity. 

All investment companies were required to pay a filing fee of 
$25, with the filing of a full and detailed statement of their 
business, and a semiannual fee of $5, with a statement of its 
financial condition. 

Transient merchants must make a special deposit of $200 
and pay a fee of $25, as a state license ; in addition municipal 
corporations may impose a license of not to exceed $20 per 
day for each day they may be engaged In carrying on their 
business. 

Rules and regulations for the government of all cities, towns, 
and other municipalities which may adopt the commission form 
of government, together with the method to be followed in 
adopting same, were provided for by the legislature. 
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TEXAS.^ 



Texas depends primarily upon the general property 
tax for state, county, and local revenues. There is an 
elaborate system of "occupation" taxes on various 
lines of business, incorporation and franchise taxes on 
corporations, and some special taxes on the gross 
receipts of transportation and insurance companies. 
These taxes are in addition to the general property 
tax. There are also state, county, and municipal poll 
taxes. 

An inheritance tax law was enacted in 1907. 

CONSTITTJTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 1. Taxation shall be equal and uniform. All property 
in this state, whether owned by natural persons or corpo- 
rations, other than municipal, shall be taxed in proportion 
to its value, which shall be ascertained as may be provided 
by law. The legislature may impose a poll tax. It may also 
Impose occupation taxes, both upon natural persons and upon 
corporations other than municipal, doing any business in this 
state. It may also tax incomes of both natural persons and 
corporations other than municipal, except that persons engaged 
in mechanical and agricultural pursuits shall never be required 
to pay an occupation tax : Provided, That $250 worth of house- 
hold and kitchen furniture belonging to each family in this 
state shall be exempt froin taxation : And provided further. 
That the occupation tax levied by any county, city, or town 
for any year on persons or corporations pursuing any profes- 
sion or business shall not exceed one-half of the tax levied 
by the state for the same period on such profession or business. 

Sec. 2. All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon 
the same class of subjects within the limits of the authority 
levying the tax, but the legislature may, by general laws, 
exempt from taxation public property used for public purposes, 
actual places of religious worship, places of burial not held 
for private or corporate profit, all buildings used exclusively 
and owned by persons or associations of persons for school 
purposes (and the necessary furniture of all schools) and in- 
stitutions of purely public charity; and all laws exempting 
property from taxation other than the property above men- 
tioned shall be void. 

Sec. 3. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws 
and for public purposes only. 

Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corporate prop- 
erty shall not be surrendered or suspended by act of the 
legislature by any contract or grant to which the state shall 
be a party. 

Sec. 5. All property of railroad companies of whatever de- 
scription lying or being within the limits of any city or In- 
corporated town within this state shall bear its proportionate 
share of municipal taxation, and If any such property shall not 
have been heretofore rendered, the authorities of the city 
or' town within which it lies shall have power to require its 
rendition and collect the usual municipal tax thereon, as on 
other property lying within said municipality. 

' This compilation Is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Sayles' Annotated Civil Statutes of the State of Texas. 
Sayles & Sayles : The Gilbert Book Co., St. Louis, Mo., 1898. 

Supplement to Sayles' Annotated Civil Statutes, 1897 to 
1904. W. W. Herron : The Gilbert Book Co., St. Louis, Mo., 
1903-1908. 

The Session Laws to 1913. 



Sec. 8. All property of railroad companies shall be assessed 
and the taxes collected in the several counties In which said 
property is situated. Including so much of the roadbed and 
fixtures as shall be In each county. The rolling stock may be 
assessed in gross in the county where the principal office of 
the company is located, and the county tax paid upon it shall 
be apportioned by the comptroller, in proportion to the dis- 
tance such road may run through any such county, among 
the several counties through which the road passes, as a part 
of their tax assets. 

Sec. 9. The state tax on property, exclusive of the tax nec- 
essary to pay the public debt and of the taxes provided for 
the benefit of public free schools, shall never exceed 35 cents 
on $100 valuation ; and no county, city, or town shall levy 
more than 25 cents for city or county purposes, and not to 
exceed 15 cents for roads and bridges on the $100 valuation, 
except for the payment of debts incurred prior to the adoption 
of the amendment, September 25, A. D. 1883; and for the 
erection of public buildings, streets, sewers, waterworks, and 
other permanent improvements, not to exceed 25 cents on 
the $100 valuation in any one year and except as is in this 
constitution otherwise provided ; and the legislature may also 
authorize an additional annual ad valorem tax to be levied 
and collected for the further maintenance of public roads : 
Provided, That a majority of the qualified property tax-paying 
voters of the county, voting at an election to be held for that 
purpose, shall vote such tax, not to exceed 15 cents on the 
$100 valuation of the property subject to taxation in such 
county. And the legislature may pass local laws for the 
maintenance of public roads and highways without the local 
notice required for special or local laws. 

Sec. 10. The legislature shall have no power to release the 
inhabitants of, or property In, any county, city, or town from 
the payment of taxes levied for state or county purposes, 
unless in case of great public calamity In any such county, 
city, or town, when such release may be made by a vote of 
two-thirds of each house of the legislature. 

Sec. 11. All property, whether owned by persons or cor- 
porations, shall be assessed for taxation and the taxes paid 
in the county where situated, but the legislature may by a 
two-thirds vote authorize the payment of taxes of nonresidents 
of counties to be made at the office of the comptroller of 
public accounts. And all lands and other property not ren- 
dered for taxation by the owner thereof shall be assessed at 
its fair value by the proper officer. 

Sec. 12. All property subject to taxation In and owned by 
residents of unorganized counties shall be assessed and the 
taxes thereon paid in the counties to which such unorganized 
counties shall be attached for judicial purposes; and lands 
lying In and owned by nonresidents of unorganized counties, 
and lands lying in the territory not laid off Into counties, shall 
be assessed and the taxes thereon collected at the office of the 
comptroller of the state. 

Sec. 13. (Provision for tax sales and redemption.) 

Sec. 14. (Election of county assessor for a two-year term.) 

Sec. 15. (Taxes on land to be a lien thereon.) 

Sec. 16. (Sheriff to be collector of taxes for the county, 
except in counties having over 10,000 inhabitants, when a col- 
lector Is to be elected.) 

Sec. 17. The specification of the objects and subjects of taxa- 
tion shall not deprive the legislature of the power to require 
other subjects or objects to be taxed, in such manner as may 
be consistent with the principles of taxation fixed in this con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 18. The legislature shall provide for equalizing, as near 
as may be, the valuation of all property subject to or ren- 
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dered for taxation (the county commissioners' court to con- 
stitute a board of equalization); and may also provide for 
the classification of all lands and titles. 

Sec. 19. Farm products in the hands of the producer and 
family supplies for home and farm use are exempt from all 
taxation until otherwise directed by a two-thirds vote of all 
the members elect to both houses of the legislature. 

ARTICLE m. 

Sec. 48. The legislature shall not have the right to levy 
taxes or impose burdens upon the people, except to raise 
revenue sufficient for the economical administration of the 
government, in which may be included the following purposes : 

The payment of all interest upon the bonded debt of the state. 

The erection and repairs of public buildings. 

The benefit of the sinliing fund, which shall not be more 
than 2 per cent of the public debt; and for the payment of 
the present floating debt of the state, including matured bonds, 
for the payment of which the sinJiing fund is inadequate. 

The support of public schools, in which shall be included col- 
leges and universities established by the state ; and the mainte- 
nance and support of the agricultural and mechanical colleges 
of Texas. 

The payment of the cost of assessing and collecting the 
revenue, and the payment of all officers, agents, and employees 
of the state government, and all incidental expenses connected 
therewith with reference to their value in the several counties. 

The supiwrt of the blind asylum, the deaf and dumb asylum, 
and the insane asylum, the state cemetery, and the public 
pounds of the state. 

The enforcement of quarantine regulations on the coast of 
Texas. 

The protection of the frontier. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 4. Cities and towns having a population of 10,000 inhab- 
itants or less * * * may levy, assess, and collect an annual 
tax to defray the current expenses of their local government, 
but such tax shall never exceed for any one year one-fourth 
of 1 per cent, and shall be collectible in current money. And 
all license and occupation taxes levied, and all fines, for- 
feitures, penalties, and other dues accruing to cities and towns, 
shall be collectible only in current money. 

Sec. 5. Cities having more than 10,000 inhabitants may 
• * * levy, assess, and collect such taxes as may be author- 
ized by law, but no tax for any purpose shall ever be lawful 
for any one year which shall exceed 21 per cent of the taxable 
property of such city; and no debt shall ever be created by 
any city unless at the same time provision be made to assess 
and collect annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest thereon 
and create a sinking fund of at least 2 per cent thereon. 

Sec. 6. Counties, cities, and towns are authorized, in such 
mode as may now or may hereafter be provided by law, to levy, 
assess, and collect the taxes necessary to pay the interest and 
provide a sinking fund to satisfy any indebtedness heretofore 
legally made and undertaken ; but all such taxes shall be 
assessed and collected separately from that levied, assessed, 
and collected for current expenses of municipal government, 
and shall, when levied, specify in the act of levying the purpose 
therefor, and such taxes may be paid in the coupons, bonds, 
or other Indebtedness for the payment of which such tax may 
have been levied. 

Sec 7. (All counties and cities bordering on the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico are hereby authorized, upon a vote of two- 
thirds of the taxpayers therein (to be ascertained as may be 
provided by law), to levy and collect such tax for construction 



of sea walls, breakwaters, or sanitary purposes as may be 
authorized by law.) 

Sec. 8. (The property of counties, cities, and towns held for 
public purposes is exempt from taxation.) 

Sec 10. The legislature may constitute any city or town a 
separate and independent school district. And when the citi- 
zens of any city or town have a charter, authorizing the city 
authorities to levy and collect a tax for the support and main- 
tenance of a public Institution of learning, such tax may here- 
after be levied and collected if, at an election held for that 
purpose, two-thirds of the taxpayers of such city or town shall 
vote for such tax. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Town and city assessor^ elected every two years. 

(2) Town and city collectors, elected every two years. 

(la) County assessor, elected by the county for a term of 
two years. 

(2a) County collector, elected for two years in counties with 
a population of over 10,000; in others the sheriff is ex officio 
collector. 

(3) County board of equalization, composed of the commis- 
sioners' court of the county. 

(4) Comptroller of public accounts. 

(5) Board of equalization for unorganized counties, con- 
sisting of the governor, attorney general, and secretary of 
state. 

(6) State tax board composed of the comptroller of public 
accounts, the secretary of state, and a third member appointed 
for two years by the governor to be Itnown as the tax 
commissioner. 

(7) The governor, comptroller of public accounts, and the 
state treasurer constitute a board to calculate the ad valorem 
tax to be levied each year for state and public school purposes. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All prop- 
erty, real, personal, or mixed, except such as is ex- 
pressly exempted, is subject to taxation. 

(1) Real property, for purposes of taxation, is construed 
to include the land itself and all buildings, structures, and 
improvements or other fixtures thereon, and all rights and 
privileges appertaining thereto, and all mines, minerals, quar- 
ries,. and fossils in and under the same; also standing timber. 

(2) Personal property includes all goods, chattels, and 
effects, and all moneys, credits, bonds and other evidences of 
debt owned by citizens of the state, whether the same be in or 
out of the state; all ships, boats, and vessels belonging to 
inhabitants of the state, if registered in the state, whether at 
home or abroad, and all capital invested therein ; all moneys 
at interest within or without the state due to the person to be 
taxed above what he pays interest for, and all other debts due 
to such person over and above his indebtedness ; all public stock 
and securities; all stock in corporations (except national 
banks) out of the state owned by residents ; all personal estate 
of moneyed corporations, whether the owners thereof are resi- 
dents or nonresidents; the income of any annuity, unless the 
capital of such annuity be taxed within the state; all shares 
in any national bank; all improvements made by persons on 
lands held by them, the title to which is still vested in the state 
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or in any railroad company, or which have been exempted 
from taxation for the benefit of any corporation whose prop- 
erty is not subject to the same mode and rule of taxation as 
other property. 

(3) Exemptions in addition to public property are: Houses 
used exclusively for public worship, the books and furniture 
therein, and the necessary ground; public colleges and acad- 
emies, with their lands; endowment funds of Institutions of 
learning; all buildings used exclusively for school purposes; 
cemeteries ; property used for public charity ; fire engines and 
their buildings; public libraries; household and kitchen furni 
ture not over $250, including one sewing machine; annual 
pensions granted by the state and by the United States ; farm 
products in the hands of the producer and family supplies. 

6, AssessmfCni. — In general, there is but one assess- 
ment, made annually by the county assessors, which 
forms the basis of state and county taxes. All prop- 
erty is assessed as of January 1, at its true and full 
value, "which is the price that could be obtained for it 
at a private sale where the property is situated. The 
taxpayer renders to the assessor the list and value of 
his property, and the assessor is required to swear the 
owner that the inventory contains a true, full, and 
complete list of all his taxable property. 

The valuation as rendered in the list of the tax- 
payer is to a certain extent binding upon the assessor, 
and if he is not satisfied, he must refer his estimate 
to the board of equalization of the county and notify 
the taxpayer. 

Provision is made for the assessment of back taxes for 
previous years in which property escaped being rendered or 
assessed. 

Credits are assessed only for the balance above indebtedness, 
but no deduction is allowed on account of any bond, note, or 
obligation of any kind given to any mutual insurance com- 
pany, or subscription to capital stock or benevolence. 

Property owned by residents and located in unorganized 
counties is to be assessed by the assessor of the county to 
which it is attached for judicial purposes. Lands of non- 
residents lying in unorganized counties are to be assessed by 
the comptroller of public accounts. The board of equalization 
for this property consists of the governor, the attorney general, 
and the secretary of state. 

The property of corporations is assessed the same as other 
property, in accordance with the constitutional requirement. 
There are in addition, however, various special corporation 
taxes. But shares of capital stock of corporations which are 
taxed on their capital and property need not be listed. 

National banks are assessed on their real estate, and their 
shares are assessed to the individual holders thereof. All the 
property, both real and personal, of a state bank is subject 
to taxation. Bank officers must make a sworn statement of 
shareholders and their holdings, and shares must also be 
listed by the shareholder. Shares are taxed, however, only for 
the difference between the actual cash value and the propor- 
tionate amount per share at which the real estate of the bank 
Is assessed. Taxes upon the shares assessed against the share- 
holder, if not paid by the shareholder, become a lien upon 
the property of the banking corporation. Deposits are de- 
ducted from assets. 

The railroad track and all the property of railroads that is 
located in organized counties, except the rolling stock, is to 
be assessed in the counties and incorporated towns and cities. 



like the property of individuals. But all railroad property, 
including the roadbed, In unorganized counties, must be listed 
with the comptroller of public accounts. Eolling stock is 
assessed by the assessor of the county in which the company's 
principal office is located. The assessment Is then revised by 
the board of equalization of that county and apportioned by 
the comptroller of public accounts to the several counties in 
proportion to the distance that the road runs therein, and 
listed on the assessment roll as other personal property. 

The value of the franchises and of the intangible personal 
property of all railroads is assessed by the state tax board and 
apportioned to the counties on a mileage basis. The valu- 
ation is determined by ascertaining, first, the value of the 
entire property, by reference to the market value of the stock 
and of the bonds, and then deducting therefrom the value of 
the tangible property as assessed for purposes of taxation. 
The valuation so fixed is to be entered by the assessors on 
their rolls and can not be changed by the county boards of 
equalization. This method of taxation, which greatly in- 
creased the taxes on railroads, was adopted in its final form 
in 1907. 

Collectors of taxes of counties, cities, and towns are au- 
thorized to make up a supplemental roll of unlisted property 
which they discover during collection, and they receive a 
commission of 4 per cent on property so assessed. 

Assessors are compensated by commissions of from lA to 5 
cents on each $100 of property assessed, one-half paid by the 
state and one-half by the county. 

c. Equalization. — The county boards of equalization 
correct errors in the assessment lists and equalize the 
valuations between individuals. They can only act on 
matters of valuation, and the valuation fixed by them 
is final. 

There is no state board of equalization and little 
central or supervisory control for the enforcement of 
uniform valuation between the counties. 

No board has authority to equalize taxable values 
between counties. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for general purposes and for the support 
of the free public schools is determined each year by 
the state tax board, and must be such as will raise the 
amounts appropriated. 

3. Collection — 

In general, taxes for the state and county are col- 
lected by the county tax collector. Taxes are due on 
the 1st of October, and the tax collector or his deputies 
attend at appointed places to receive payment. Taxes 
are delinquent on the last day of December, and forced 
collections are to begin thereafter by levy and sale of 
personal property, but if no such property is found, a 
list of delinquent lands and lots is to be made up 
between April 1 and 15, the sale of which is advertised 
and enforced by suit. All property is thus liable 
for taxes and may be levied on and sold, and taxes on 
real property are a lien thereon, which is superior to 
assignment, attachment, inheritance, or devise. 

If taxes are not paid by January 31, a penalty of 
10 per cent on the entire amount of such taxes accrues, 
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to be paid, when collected, proportionately to state 
and county. 

Taxes on lands of nonresidents in unorganized counties are 
to be paid at the office of the comptroller of public accounts, 
who may enforce collection. 

Special provisions are made for the assessment and collec- 
tion of back taxes on lands not rendered or assessed since 
1870. 

Collectors are compensated by commissions on the amounts 
collected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 60 
years, resident within the state on January 1, is re- 
quired to pay an annual poll tax of $1.50, $1 being for 
the benefit of free schools and 50 cents for general 
revenue purposes. Indians not taxed, and insane, 
blind, and deaf and dumb persons, and those who 
have lost one hand or foot, are exempted. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of this state, 
whether belonging to inhabitants of the state of not, 
which shall pass by will, or the laws of descent, or by 
deed, grant, sale or gift intended to take effect after 
the death of the grantor or donor, except to the 
father, mother, husband, wife or direct lineal descend- 
ant of the deceased, or to any public corporation or 
charitable, educational or religious organization to be 
used for charitable, educational or religious purposes 
within this state, is subject to a tax for the benefit of 
the state at the following rates : 

(1) Passing to a lineal ascendant or a brother or sister, 
or a lineal descendant of a brother or sister, the rate is 
2 per cent on any value in excess of $2,000 and up to $10,000 ; 
2i per cent on any value in excess of $10,000 and up to 
$25,000 ; 3 per cent in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000 ; 3} 
per cent in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000 ; 4 per cent In 
excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000; 5 per cent on all in 
excess of $500,000. 

(2) Passing to an uncle or aunt, or a lineal descendant of 
an uncle or aunt, the rate is 3 per cent on any value in excess 
of $1,000 and up to $10,000; in excess of $10,000 and up to 
$25,000, 4 per cent ; in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, 5 
per cent ; in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, 6 per cent ; 
in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, 7 per cent ; on all in 
excess of $500,000, 8 per cent. 

(3) Passing to any other person, natural or artificial, the 
rate is 4 per cent on any value In excess of $500 and up to 
$10,000; in excess of $10,000 and up to $25,000, 5J per cent; 
in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, 7 per cent ; in excess of 
$50,000 and up to $100,000, 8 J per cent ; in excess of $100,000 
and up to $500,000, 10 per cent; on all in excess of $500,000, 
12 per cent. 

The tax is assessed upon the actual or market value 
of the property, and the court may appoint two 
appraisers to fix such value. If not paid within six 
months after the death of the decedent, the tax bears 
interest from such death until paid. 



D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed under the gen- 
eral property tax above described. There are, in 
addition, the folowing so-called "occupation" taxes: 

Every domestic corporation chartered under the laws of the 
state is required to pay an annual franchise tax of not less 
than $10, computed as follows: Fifty cents on each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of authorized capital stock up to $1,000,000; 
25 cents on each $1,000 in excess of $1,000,000. 

When the aggregate amount of the capital stock issued, 
plus the surplus and undivided profits of the corporation, 
exceeds the authorized capital stock, the franchise tax shall be 
computed upon the basis of such aggregate amount. 

Each foreign corporation obtaining permit to do business in 
the state shall pay fees as follows : Fifty dollars for first 
$10,000 of authorized capital stock; $10 for each additional 
$10,000 or fraction thereof. 

Corporations engaged in manufacture, sale, rental, lease, or 
operation of all kinds of cars, or in conducting, operating, or 
managing any telegraph lines shall In no event pay more than 
$10,000 ; mutual building and loan companies, whose stock is 
withdrawable, shall pay a fee of $50 for first $100,000 or 
fractional, part thereof and $10 for each additional $100,000 
or fractional part, with a minimum fee of $250 and maximum 
of $1,000. For failure to pay the tax when due a penalty of 
25 per cent is added, and if not paid by July 1 following the 
corporation forfeits its right to do business in the state. 

Foreign building and loan companies shall pay not less than 
$250 and not more than $1,000. 

Exempt from the franchise tax are insurance companies, 
transportation companies, and car companies which pay 
the annual tax on gross receipts. Corporations for public pur- 
poses and religious worship, for agricultural fairs and the 
encouragement of agriculture, for educational purposes and 
public charity, and cemeteries not for private profit, and water 
users associations incorporated to aid people in arid sections 
are excepted from charter fee and franchise taxes. 

Certain public service corporations are required to make 
annual reports to the comptroller of public accounts, and on 
the basis of these reports are taxed on their gross receipts 
within the state at the following rates, payable quarterly 
unless otherwise specified: 

Express companies, 2i per cent of their gross receipts, pay- 
able annually. 

Telegraph companies, 2i per cent. 

Gas, electric light, electric power, and waterworks com- 
panies, In cities of 10,000 to 25,000 Inhabitants, one-fourth of 
1 per cent ; in cities of 25,000 or more, one-half of 1 per cent. 

Collecting and commercial agencies, one-half of 1 per cent 

Stock, refrigerator, fruit, and other car companies, 3 per 
cent of their gross receipts. 

Pipe-line companies, 2 per cent. 

Domestic life insurance companies pay 3 per cent of their 
gross premium receipts (provided that if any life insurance 
company has one-fourth of its entire assets invested within the 
state, the tax shall be 1 per cent of the gross premium receipts ; 
if one-half of its entire assets invested within the state, the 
tax shall be one-half of 1 per cent). 

Life insurance companies not organized under laws of Texas, 
pay 3 per cent of gross premium receipts (provided, if any such 
company has 30 per cent of its total reserves Invested in prom- 
issory notes or other obligations secured by mortgage, deed of 
trust, or other lien on Texas real estate, the rate shall be re- 
duced to 2 A per cent ; If 60 per cent, the rate shall be 2A per 
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cent; if 75 per cent the tax shall be 2 per cent). No other oc- 
cupation tax shall be paid to either state, county, city, or town. 
All life insurance companies, both foreign and domestic, are re- 
quired to Invest 75 per cent of the amount of their Texas 
reserves, as required by law (if exceeding $5,000), in Texas 
securities; such securities being bonds of the state and minor 
civil divisions and mortgages on real estate situated within 
the state. 

Wholesale dealers in coal oil, naphtha, benzine, or any other 
mineral oils, 2 per cent of their gross receipts. 

Interurban, trolley, traction, or electric street railway. In or 
connecting with cities of less than 20,000 inhabitants, one-half 
of 1 per cent of the gross receipts ; in cities of more than 20,000, 
three-fourths of 1 per cent. This provision does not apply to a 
street railway or traction company wholly within any town of 
less than 10,000 Inhabitants. 

Wholesale dealers in spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors, 
one-half of 1 per cent of gross receipts from sales. 

Textbook and law book publishers, 1 per cent of gross re- 
ceipts. 

Telephone companies, li per cent. 

OH wells, one-half of 1 per cent of all oil produced at the 
average market value thereof. 

Terminal companies, 1 per cent. 

These taxes are paid to the state treasurer. A penalty of 
10 per cent is added for failure to pay within 30 days after 
the tax becomes due. 

Sleeping, palace, and dining car companies pay a tax of 
5 per cent of their gross receipts from all sources whatever 
within the state, except from the buffet service. This tax 
Is In lieu of all other taxes upon such car companies, except a 
tax of one-fourth of 1 per cent on the value of their capital 
stock In use in the state, based on reports to the comptroller, 
being that proportion of the whole capital stock after deduct- 
ing the amount invested In real estate, manufacturing plant, 
materials, and properties other than sleeping, palace, and din- 
ing cars and equipments, that the miles in the state bear to the 
total mileage. 

Persons or corporations taxed as above are exempt from the 
tax on intangible assets. 

Corporations paying the state and county taxes upon their 
intangible properties are relieved from liability for the pay- 
ment of all occupation taxes measured by gross receipts. 

Printers' mutual fire and storm, and all mutual fire and 
tornado insurance companies which transact business in only 
one county shall pay annually to the insurance commissioner 
as a fee for filing annual report $5, and such association shall 
not pay any franchise or other tax. 

Every mutual fire, storm, and lightning insurance company 
shall pay annually to the insurance commissioner one-half 
of 1 per cent of all gross premiums received, and no other tax 
shall be required of such mutual insurance companies. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

There is an elaborate system of taxes on occupations, 
or privilege taxes, levied on every person, firm, com- 
pany, or association of persons pursuing certain occu- 
pations, on every such occupation or separate estab- 
lishment. 

Corporations or persons dealing In firearms pay a tax of 
50 per cent on gross receipts. (This tax Is evaded by dealers 
who lease the firearms for a period of 99 years.) 

Selling cannon crackers, $500 per annum ; foot peddlers, $.5 ; 
peddlers with one horse or pair of oxen, $7.50; two horses or 
two pair of oxen, $10; peddlers with boats, $10 for each 
county in which they peddle, disabled ex-Confederate and ex- 



Federal soldiers exempt ; wholesale dealers in fish and oysters, 
$2.50 for each 10,000 pounds of fish and $1 for each 1,000 bar- 
rels of oysters bought by him during the year previous. Ped- 
dlers of clocks, cooking stoves, wagons, carriages, etc., washing 
machines, and churns, $250 for the state and $100 in each 
county. Peddlers of patent medicines, $100. This tax does 
not apply to agents of wholesale dealers. Auctioneers, $10; 
ship brokers, $10; commission men, $10; traveling physician, 
surgeon, oculist, or medical, or other specialist, $50; local 
physicians, $5 ; shooting galleries, in each county, $30 ; knife, 
cane, and doll racks, $25; billiard tables (used for profit), $20; 
pools on horse races, $5 per day ; 9 or 10 pin alleys, $100 ; 
hobbyhorses or fiying jennies, $15. 

Theaters. — For every theatrical or dramatic representation in 
cities of under 1,500 inhabitants, $1 per day ; 1,500 to 3,000, $2 
per day ; 3,000 to 5,000, $3 per day ; 5,000 to 10,000, $4 per day ; 
10,000 or over, $5 per day; provided that this tax shall not be 
collected where the performances are exhibited in regularly 
recognized opera houses or theaters, but in lieu of such tax the 
managers of said opera houses and theaters pay an annual 
occupation tax of $25. Merchants removing from place to 
place and offering for sale " bankrupt stock," " fire sale," etc., 
first month, $100 ; subsequent months, each, $20 ; if business is 
to continue 6 months, each $10; if business is to continue 12 
months, in addition to $100 the sum required of regular mer- 
chants. 

Circus or ■ wild west show. — ^Admission 75 cents for each 
exhibition, $225 ; 50 to 75 cents, $200 ; 50 cents or less, $150. 

Fortune tellers, clairvoyants, and mesmerists, for each 
county, $10; sleight of hand, $25; dog fights, $500; cockpits, 
$50; concerts, $2 for each performance; insurance adjusters 
and agents, annual tax, $50 ; lightning rod agents — to state, 
$100 ; to county, $50 ; dealers— to state, $36 ; county, $18. Cot- 
ton brokers — city of 10,000 inhabitants and over, $35; less 
than 10,000, $18. Pawnbrokers, $150. Sewing machine agen- 
cies — to state, $15 ; to county, $7. Loan agents — to state, $150 ; 
to county, $15. Credit agencies (no county, city, or town tax), 
$300; skating rinks, $25; baseball parks, in towns of 5,000 
inhabitants or more, $25; Ice dealers — city of 20,000 inhabi- 
tants or more $50; 10,000 to 20,000, $30; 5,000 to 10,000, $20; 
less than 5,000, $10. Race tracks— 1 mile, $100 ; one-half mile, 
$50. Phonographs, etc., where fee is charged, $25; kineto- 
scopes and cinematographs, $25 ; panoramas — state, $10 ; 
county, $2. Exhibitions for sale of medicines — to state, $50; 
per exhibition, to the county, $2.50. Commission merchants- 
city of 10,000 Inhabitants or over, $50; less than 10,000, $25. 
Cigarette dealers, $10 per annum. Persons engaged in traffic 
in unearned wages of others, $5,000 (county may levy tax 
equal to one-half of state tax). 

Liquors. — Retail dealers, selling In quantities of 1 gallon 
or less, $375; wholesale dealers, selling in quantities of 1 
gallon or more, $375; dealers selling malt liquors exclusively, 
$62.50. Each oilice where shipments of liquors are delivered 
C. O. D., state, $5,000 per annum. 

Persons selling at retail nonintoxicating malt liquors In 
counties, justices' precincts, cities, or towns where the sale of 
intoxicating liquors is prohibited shall pay an annual state 
tax of $2,000, and the counties, cities, or towns may levy a 
further tax of not to exceed $1,000. 

Selling or offering for sale, and (or) soliciting orders for 
intoxicating liquors in such territory, state tax, $4,000, local 
tax not to exceed $2,000. " Cold storage " of liquors belonging 
to others, $2,000 and not to exceed $1,000 for the local dis- 
tricts. 

These taxes are to be paid not less than three months 
before the occupation begins; all arrearages of taxes are a 
lien upon all the stock and fixtures used in the business which 
may be foreclosed by sale. 
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Secretary of state. — Charters and amendments of railroads, 
telegraph lines, street railways, and express companies, re- 
cording under $100,000 capital, $200; toi each additional 
$1,000 of capital, 50 cents; charters and amendments of cor- 
porations for religious, benevolent, charitable, educational, 
missionary, literary or scientific library, fine arts, public 
parks, and public cemetery purposes, encouragement of agri- 
culture or horticulture, $10; corporations for other purposes, 
$50 for first $10,000 of capital ; for each additional $10,000, $10 ; 
commissions, official certificates, remission of fines, $1 ; war- 
rant of requisition, $2 ; Charters of channel and dock corpora- 
tions, $200; foreign corporations, capital stock less than 
$10,000, $50 ; for each additional $10,000, $10 ; copies of docu- 
ments, 15 cents for each 100 words. 

Commissioner of insurance and banking. — Filing charter of 
insurance company, $25 ; annual statement or certificate, $20 ; 
certificate of authority, $1 ; valuing policies of life insurance 
companies, for each $1,000,000 of insurance, $10. Filing char- 
ter of casualty, life, accident, and health companies, $20; 
annual statement, $10 ; certificate of authority, $1. Coopera- 
tive life insurance company, annual statement, $10 ; certificate 
of authority, $1. Mutual fire, lightning, hail, and storm com- 
panies, charter fee, $20; license or renewal, $1; filing annual 
statement, $10. 

Different boards. — Dentists, license, $2 ; certificate, $10 ; 
pharmacists, examination and registration, $5 ; physicians, ex- 
amination, $15 ; veterinary, license, $5. 

State chemist to be paid a fee or tax of 25 cents per ton 
(2,000 pounds) for Inspection of commercial fertilizer, pay- 
able to the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Texas. 
County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county as 
for state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The commissioners' courts of the several counties have power 
to levy for county revenue purposes a tax not to exceed 25 
cents on each $100 valuation; for roads and bridges, 15 cents 
on each $100; for the payment of debts, erection of public 
buildings, and other permanent improvements, 25 cents on each 
$100; improvements of public roads, 15 cents (on property sub- 
ject thereto) ; and for free public schools and school buildings 
by vote of the taxpayers, 20 cents on each $100. 

3. Collection — • 

Same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

No county is to levy more than 25 cents as a poll 
tax for county purposes. Persons subject to the tax 
are the same as for state poll taxes. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for the county. 



E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Commissioners' courts of the several counties have, 
in general, the power to levy one-half the occupation 
tax levied by the state upon all occupations not spe- 
cially exempted or provided for otherwise, and in- 
cluding the sale of liquors. 

Municipal Revenues, 
a. general property taxes. 



The property, real and personal, within the munici- 
pality, subject to taxation by the laws of the state, 
may be taxed by cities and towns. The city council 
has power to provide by ordinance for the assessment 
thereof. There are municipal boards of equalization. 

2. Rate— 

The city council or board of aldermen of any city or 
town has power by ordinance to levy a tax, not exceed- 
ing one-fourth of 1 per cent, on the assessed value; 
also 25 cents on each $100 for improvements and con- 
struction or purchase of public property, and 16 cents 
on each $100 for roads, bridges, and streets. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is to be provided for by ordinance. There 
are statutory provisions also, analogous to those for 
collection of state and county taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities may levy an annual poll tax not to exceed $1 
on every male inhabitant over the age of 21 years 
(idiots and lunatics excepted) who is a resident 
thereof. 

All males not exempt are required to work on the 
roads in rural districts or, in lieu thereof, to pay $3 
per annum. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or special cor- 
poration taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The mayor and board of aldermen of any incorpo- 
rated town or city may levy one-half of the occupation 
tax levied by the state on all occupations not spe- 
cially exempted or otherwise provided for, and they 
have the same power to levy taxes on occupations and 
the sale of liquors as the county commissioners' court. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution provides that one-fourth of the 
revenue derived from the state occupation taxes and 
a poll tax of $1 are to be set apart annually for the 
support of free public schools; and in addition there 
is to be levied an annual ad valorem state tax of not 
to exceed 20 cents on $100, sufficient, with the avail- 
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able school fund arising from other sources, to sup- 
port free public schools for not less than six months 
in each year. 

Counties are to be subdivided into school districts, 
and the commissioners' courts of the several counties 
may levy a special tax of not to exceed 50 cents on 
$100, provided it is authorized by vote of the taxpayers 
of the district. 

The constitution establishes a permanent school 
fund from the proceeds of the sale of public land and 
from other sources, and the interest derived there- 
from and the school taxes make up the available 
school fund, which is apportioned to the several coun- 
ties of the state according to the school population of 
each. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENTXE LAWS: 1913. 

The state fire insurance commission was created to consist 
of tile commissioner of insurance and banking and two mem- 
bers appointed by the governor for a term of two years (one 
retiring each year). This commission has general supervision 
over the fire insurance business of the state. For its support 
all fire insurance companies pay a tax of IJ per cent of their 
gross premium. 

The buildings and grounds of Young Men's and Young 
Women's Christian Associations, used exclusively for the pur- 



pose of furthering of religious work, and the books and furni- 
ture contained therein were exempted from taxation. 

Wholesale liquor dealers were required to pay an occupation 
tax of J of 1 per cent quarterly of the gross receipts for the 
preceding quarter. 

The organization of mutual hail insurance companies was 
authorized upon the payment of the following fees : Applica- 
tion fee, $25 ; charter fee, $25 ; for filing annual statement, $5 ; 
certificate of authority, $1. In addition to these fees such 
companies pay an annual franchise tax of $50. 

The organization of mutual fire, lightning, and storm insur- 
ance companies was authorized upon the payment of the fol- 
lowing fees : Application fee, $1 ; charter fee, $20 ; for filing 
annual statement, $10 ; for each license or renewal, $1. They 
also pay a tax of 4 of 1 per cent on all net premiums or assess- 
ments received during the year, in lieu of all other taxes. 

A " Blue Sky " law governing investment companies was 
enacted and certain fees, etc., provided for. The organization 
of building and loan associations was provided for with an 
annual franchise tax of $10, and fees for annual examinations 
amounting to ^V of 1 per cent of the gross assets; this is 
not to be less than $20 nor more than $100. 

(Effective July 1, 1913.) — Permanent free school, 
university, asylum, or other funds are to be credited 
with revenue derived from rents and royalties upon 
gross output of any minerals or mineral product mined 
or taken from all school or other public land of the 
state. 



UTAH.^ 



Utah derives its revenues from a direct tax levied 
against all the assessed property in the state, from 
fees from state officers, fines and forfeitures, and from 
inheritance, insurance, and special corporation taxes. 
Poll taxes and licenses are used as sources of county 
and municipal revenues. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ABTICLE xni. 

Sec. 2. All property in the state not exempt under the laws 
of the United States or under this constitution shall be taxed 
in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as provided by 
law. The word " property," as used in this article, is hereby 
declared to include moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, franchises, 
and all matters and things (real, personal, and mixed) capable 
of private ownership; but this shall not be so construed as to 
authorize the taxation of the stocks of any company or cor- 
poration, when the property of such company or corporation 
represented by such stocks has been taxed. The legislature 
shall provide by law for an annual tax sufficient, with other 
sources of revenue, to defray the estimated ordinary expenses 
of the state for each fiscal year. For the purpose of paying the 
state debt, if any there be, the legislature shall provide for 
levying a tax annually, sufficient to pay the annual interest 
and principal of such debt within 20 years from the final pas- 
sage of the law creating the debt. 



* This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

The compiled laws of Utah, in force January 1, 1908. Pub- 
lished by authority of the legislature, by James T. Hammond 
and Grant H. Smith, code commissioners. 

The Session Laws to 1913 inclusive. 



Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by law a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation on all property in the 
state, according to its value in money, and shall prescribe by 
general law such regulations as shall secure a just valuation 
for taxation of all property ; so that every person and corpora- 
tion shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, her, or 
its property : Provided, That a deduction of debits from credits 
may be authorized : Provided further, That the property of the 
United States, of the state, counties, cities, towns, school dis- 
tricts, municipal corporations and public libraries, lots with 
the buildings thereon used exclusively for either religious 
worship or charitable purposes, and places of burial not held 
or used for private or corporate benefit, shall be exempt from 
taxation. Ditches, canals, reservoirs, pipes, and flumes owned 
and used by individuals or corporations for Irrigating lands 
owned by such individuals or corporations, or the individual 
members thereof, shall not be separately taxed as long as 
they shall be owned and used exclusively for such purpose : 
Provided further. That mortgages upon both real and personal 
property shall be exempt from taxation : Provided further. 
That the taxes of the indigent poor may be remitted or abated 
at such time and in such manner as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 4. All mines and mining claims, both placer and rock 
in place, containing or bearing gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, 
or other valuable mineral deposits, after purchase thereof 
from the United States, shall be taxed at the price paid the 
United States therefor, unless the surface ground or some 
part thereof of such mine or claim is used for other than 
mining purposes, and has a separate and independent value 
for such other purposes, in which case said surface ground, or 
any part thereof, so used for other than mining purposes, shall 
be taxed at its value for such other purposes as provided by 
law; and all the machinery used in mining, and all property 
and surface improvements upon, or appurtenant to, mines and 
mining claims, which have a value separate and independent 
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of such mines or mining claims, and tlie net annual proceeds of 
all mines and mining claims shall be taxed as provided by law. 

Sec. 5. The legislature shall not Impose taxes for the pur- 
pose of any county, city, town, or other municipal corpora- 
tion, but may by law vest in the corporate authorities thereof, 
respectively, the power to assess and collect taxes for all pur- 
poses of such corporation. 

Skc. 7. The rate of taxation on property, for state purposes, 
shall never exceed 8 mills on each dollar of valuation; and 
whenever the taxable property within the state shall amount to 
$200,000,000 the rate shall not exceed 5 mills on each doUar of 
valuation ; and whenever the taxable property within the state 
shall amount to $300,000,000 the rate shall never thereafter 
exceed 4 mills on each dollar of valuation, unless a proposition 
to increase such rate, specifying the rate proposed and the 
time during which the same shall be levied, be first submitted 
to a vote of such of the qualified electors of the state as, in 
the year next preceding such election, shall have paid a prop- 
erty tax assessed to them within the state, and the majority of 
those voting thereon shall vote in favor thereof in such manner 
as may be provided by law. 

Sec. 10. All corporations or persons in this state, or doing 
business herein, shall be subject to taxation for state, county, 
school, municipal, or other purposes on the real and personal 
property owned or used by them within the territorial limits 
of the authority levying the tax. 

Sec. 11. Until otherwise provided by law, there shall be a 
state board of equalization, consisting of the governor, state 
auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, and attorney gen- 
eral ; also, in each county of this state a county board of 
equalization, consisting of the board of county commissioners 
of said county. The duty of the state board of equalization 
shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation of the real and 
personal property among the several counties of the state. 
The duty of the county boards of equalization shall be to adjust 
and equalize the valuation of the real and personal property 
within their respective counties. Each board shall also per- 
form such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to 
prevent the legislature from providing a stamp tax, or a tax 
based on income, occupation, licenses, or franchises. 

ARTICLE III. 

Ordinance * * * the lands belonging to citizens of the 
United States residing without this state shall never be taxed 
at a higher rate than the lands belonging to residents of this 
state; nor shall taxes be imposed by this state on lands or 
property herein belonging to or which may hereafter be pur- 
chased by the United States or reserved for its use; but 
nothing In this ordinance shall preclude the state from taxing, 
as other lands are taxed, any lands owned or held by any 
Indian who has severed his tribal relations, and has obtained 
title thereto, unless exempted by act of Congress granting 
the same. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessors, elected for a term of two years. 

(2) County treasurer, elected for two years, who collects 
taxes. 

(3) County board of equalization, composed of the board of 
county commissioners. 

(4) State board of equalization of four members, appointed 
by the governor for a term of four years. 



State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state, not exempt by law, is taxed in propor- 
tion to its value. Property includes moneys, credits, 
bonds, stocks, franchises, and all other matters, real, 
personal, and mixed, capable of private ownership; 
but the stocks of any company or corporation, which 
is taxed on the property represented by the stock, are 
not taxed. 

(1) Keal estate includes the possession, claim to, owner- 
ship of, or right to land; all mines, minerals, and quar- 
ries in and under land ; all timber belonging to individuals or 
corporations and growing on the lands of the state or the 
United States, and all rights and privileges appertaining 
thereto ; improvements, buildings, and fixtures on land, whether 
title has been acquired or not. 

(2) Personal property includes everything that is the sub- 
ject of ownership not Included within the meaning of the 
terms " real estate " and " improvements." 

(3) Exemptions, In addition to public property, are: Public 
libraries; churches; cemeteries not held for private or corpo- 
rate benefit ; property used for charitable purposes ; ditches, 
canals, flumes, and pumping plants used for irrigating lands 
of the owners; and mortgages on both real and personal 
property. 

5. Assessment. — There is one assessment list for 
state, county, and municipal purposes. The assess- 
ment is made annually by the county assessor on 
the basis of sworn statements, which he may require 
the taxpayers to furnish, in regard to the amount and 
value of their property on the 1st day of January. 
Any person, after demand by the assessor, refusing 
to make the sworn statement as to his property or 
to appear and be examined, forfeits to the county 
$100 for each refusal and loses his standing before the 
county commissioners to secure a reduction of his 
assessment. All taxable property is required to be 
assessed after actual inspection by the assessor at its 
full cash value, the amoimt at which the property 
would be taken in payment of a just debt due from a 
solvent debtor. 

Land and improvements thereon are assessed separately. 

Bank stock, state and national. Is assessed where the bank 
is located, on the basis of a verified statement by the cashier. 
Real estate is assessed to the bank and the proportionate 
value is deducted in the assessment of the stock. The bank 
pays the tax and has a lien on the shares therefor. The 
shares of stock of national banks located without the state, 
but owned by residents of the state, are not subject to tax- 
ation. 

Private bankers, brokers, and foreign banks are assessed 
on the average balance of credits over liabilities for the 90 
days preceding the verified statement of the condition of the 
business required. 

Every person is entitled to deduct from the gross amount 
of credits the amount of all bona fide debts owing by him, 
except insurance premium notes, unpaid subscriptions to any 
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institution or society, or to tlie capital stock of any corpora- 
tion, and suretystiip obligations. 

The capital stock and franchises of corporations are to be 
listed and taxed where the principal office is located. But the 
stocks of any company or corporation which is taxed on the 
property represented by the stock are not taxed. 

All property and franchises, except those derived from 
the .United States, owned by railroad, street railway, car, tele- 
graph, telephone, electric light, pipe-line, power, canal, irrigat- 
ing, and express companies operating in more than one county 
are assessed by the state board of equalization, and appor- 
tioned to each county in which they are located. The assess- 
ment of railroads, street railroads, telegraph, telephone, elec- 
tric light, pipe-line, power, canal. Irrigating, and express 
companies' rights of way, track, and other real property other 
than franchise and rolling stock, is apportioned in proportion 
to the value thereof in each county; that of the rolling stock 
and franchises of railroad companies according to mileage by 
the unit rule. The board of county commissioners apportions 
the assessment to the several cities, towns, school, road, or 
other taxing districts. 

Mines are assessed on their net proceeds on the basis of 
verified statements by the producer, of which the record is 
kept In a special assessment book for mines. The assessment 
is apportioned to the county in which the itiines are situated. 
The net annual proceeds of coke, bullion, and matte made 
from untaxed coal and ore is deemed a product of mines and 
taxed, as personal property. 

Improvements, buildings, erections, structures, and ma- 
chinery of mines or mining claims which have a value Inde- 
pendent of such mine, or supplies used in mills, reduction 
works, or mines are to be assessed as other property. Net 
proceeds and improvements, etc., are assessed by the state 
board of equalization. 

All stock brought into the state by nonresidents for the 
purpose of being grazed and all stock removed from one county 
to another for the purpose of being grazed any length of time 
exceeding 20 days is transient stock. The tax on transient 
stock owned by residents Is paid in the county where owned. 
When the stock is brought into the state, nonresidents pay the 
regular annual tax as on property permanently located in the 
state, for that portion of the year that such stock grazed or 
ranged in the state, provided that proof is made that such 
stock was taxed in some other state. The tax is collected in 
the county in which the stock is first found after January 1. 
The fund so collected is apportioned to the several revenue 
districts in the county. All district school funds received 
under this act are apportioned to the several school districts 
as the county school fund is apportioned. 

A tax of 4 mills on the dollar on the value of all sheep and 
goats, and 2 mills onr the dollar on that of all horses and 
cattle, except horses and cattle in incorporated cities, is levied 
by the board of county commissioners for the benefit of the 
state bounty fund, for the destruction of certain wild animals. 

The state road commission may require counties of an 
assessed valuation under $2,000,000 to duplicate one-fourth of 
the amount of the state road fund available for use in said 
county; counties of more than $2,000,000 and less than 
$4,000,000 assessed valuation to duplicate one-half the amount ; 
and counties of more than $4,000,000 assessed valuation to 
duplicate the full amount. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes between individuals and may abate the taxes 
of any insane, idiotic, infirm, or indigent person to an 
amount not exceeding $10, may enter omitted prop- 
erty, and correct false or incomplete assessments. 



The state board of equalization equalizes the 
assessed value of property between the different 
counties and between the different classes of property 
throughout the state. 

2. Bate— 

The state board of equalization determines the rate 
of state tax, which, after allowing 10 per cent of the 
proceeds for delinquencies and cost of collection, must 
be sufficient to raise the revenue required. 

This rate, however, as limited by the constitution, 
is never to exceed 8 mills on each dollar of valuation; 
whenever the taxable property in the. state amounts 
to $200,000,000, the rate is not to exceed 5 mills, and 
whenever it amounts to $300,000,000, it is not to exceed 
4 mills, unless by vote of the electors of the state who 
pay a property tax. 

There was directed to be raised for general state purposes 
in the fiscal years of 1911 and 1912 an ad valorem tax of 4 
mills on the dollar, or such portion as the board of equalization 
should find necessary to raise $950,000 for each year. In 
addition to the levy for general purposes the state levies 
annually a tax of 3 mills for common schools and a tax of 
one-half mill for high schools. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the county treasurer, and no- 
tice of the amount of tax and of the time and place 
where payable is given by mail to the taxpayers. 
Taxes on personal property are a lien on the real prop- 
erty of the owner ; those on real property, on the prop- 
erty assessed ; and those on improvements, on the land 
and improvements, though assessed to others than the 
owners of the real estate; and the several liens attach 
as of the 1st day of January. Taxes fall due on 
the first Monday of September and become delinquent 
on the 15th of November. Delinquent taxes on per- 
sonal property, except when real estate is liable there- 
for, may be collected by seizure and sale. The delin- 
quent tax list is published on or before the first Mon- 
day of December, and the real property is sold on 
the third Monday of December. 

Taxes on railroads and street railway, depot, telegraph, and 
telephone companies assessed by the state board of equaliza> 
tion are collected in the same manner as other taxes; but for 
taxes on car companies the secretary of the state board of 
equalization is made collector and remits to the state treasurer 
and to the county, city, town, school, and other taxing dis- 
tricts the sums due each district. He is authorized to enforce 
collection after the manner of the county treasurer. 

B. POLL, TAXES. 

There are no state poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of this state 
and any interest therein, whether belonging to inhab- 
itants of the state or not, which shall pass by will or 
the intestate laws of this or any other state or by 
deed, grant, sale, or gift, made or intended to take 
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effect after the death of the grantor or donor, to any 
person in trust or otherwise, shall be subject to a tax 
of 5 per cent of its clear market value above the sum 
of $10,000. The amount of tax to be paid by the 
several heirs is determined by the court. 

In each county the court annually appoints three 
competent residents and freeholders of said county 
to act as appraisers of all property within its juris- 
diction, subject to an inheritance tax. This property 
must be appraised within 30 days after the appoint- 
ment of an executor, administrator, or trustee, unless 
a longer period is fixed by the court. 

All taxes under this law are payable to the state 
treasurer for the use of the state and shall be paid 
within 15 months from the death of the decedent. 
If not paid within 15 months, interest shall be 
charged at the rate of 8 per cent per annum until 
paid. 

There are no exemptions from the inheritance tax 
in the state of Utah. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

In general, corporations are taxed under the gen- 
eral property tax. 

All corporations, except those not organized for pecuniary 
profit, and those organized for religious, charitable, benevo- 
lent, or educational purposes, private water corporations for 
culinary purposes and furnishing water to members of such 
corporations, and all canal and irrigation corporations, all 
water users' associations, and all insurance corporations, are 
required to pay an annual state license tax as follows : Cor- 
porations with an authorized capital stock of $10,000 or less, 
$5 ; more than $10,000 and not more than $2.5,000, $10 ; more 
than $25,000 and not more than $50,000, $15 ; more than $50,000 
and not more than $75,000, $20; more than $75,000 and not 
more than $100,000, $25 ; more than $100,000 and not more than 
$150,000, $35 ; more than $150,000 and not more than $200,000, 
$40 ; over $200,000, $50. There is a penalty of $10 for refusal 
or neglect to pay the license by December 15, and forfeiture of 
charter if not paid by the first Monday in April following. 

All insurance companies transacting business in the state 
pay annually to the commissioner of insurance li per cent of 
the gross premiums received, less the amount of all premiums 
returned. All property taxes paid are deducted. No other 
taxes or fees are required. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND l^ES. 

Secretary of state. — For certificate and afiixing seal of 
state, $1 ; filing original or certified copies of articles of in 
corporation, per $1,000 of capital stock, 25 cents (these fees 
apply to foreign and domestic corporations; same fees charged 
for amendments increasing capital stock) ; filing other amend- 
ments to articles, $5 ; articles of incorporation and by-laws of 
foreign corporation other than noted above, $25 ; certificate 
of incorporation, $5 ; certificate of compliance by foreign cor- 
poration, $5 ; issuing certificate of corporation not organized 
for pecuniary profit, $1 ; certificate of amendment to articles 
of incorporation not for pecuniary profit, $1 ; commissions by 
governor, $5 ; filing trade-marks, $3 ; appointment of resident 
process attorney by foreign corporations, $1; annual state- 
ment, building and loan association, .$5; annual statement, 
certified copy, $2; certificate of authority, $3; filing and certi- 



fying private banker's preliminary statement, $25; quarterly 
statement of each bank, $5; filing acceptance of provisions of 
constitution by corporations and issuing certificate, $3 ; war- 
rant of arrest upon requisition of other states, $5 ; filing papers 
generally, $5; copies of papers, per folio, 15 cents; recording, 
per folio, 20 cents; for searching records and archives of 
state, $1. Chauffeur's fee, $2; motor vehicles, $2. 

For filing mark or marks of ownership to be used in mark- 
ing, stamping, or branding cans, bottles, etc., $2. 

The state auditor, the clerk of the supreme court, and the 
board of land commissioners collect certain fees. 

Insurance department. — Every insurance company shall pay 
the following fees: Filing statement for admission (foreign 
companies), $50; filing certified copy of acceptance, by foreign 
companies, of provisions of state constitution, $3; filing power 
of attorney, $1 ; filing articles of incorporation and by-laws of 
foreign companies, and examination thereof, $25 ; amendments, 
foreign companies, $5 ; filing annual statement, $50 ; certificate 
of authority, $5 ; certificate of authority for agents and solici- 
tors, $2 ; preparing synopsis of annual statement for publica- 
tion, $5; each copy of any papers filed, per folio, 20 cents; 
affixing seal, $1; filing annual statement of county mutual fire 
and lightning companies, $1. The commissioner of insurance 
collects from building and loan associations $10 for each day 
required to examine such company. 

Fire insurance companies doing business in any incorporated 
city or town having a regularly organized fire department 
shall pay to the state commissioner of insurance 1 per cent of 
the amount of premiums collected on fire and lightning Insur- 
ance within limits of each such city or town for the purpose of 
maintaining a firemen's fund. 

Fraternal, religious, or benevolent societies pay an annual 
fee of $5. License for foreign fraternal insurance, $5, exempt 
from other taxes. 

Bank commissioner. — Fee for annual examination of bank : 
When the aggregate assets are $100,000 or less, $25 ; more than 
$100,000 and not more than $300,000, $40; more than $800,000 
and not more than $500,000, $50; more than $500,000 and not 
more than $1,000,000, $60; more than $1,000,000 and not more 
than $3,000,000, $75 ; more than $3,000,000 and not more than 
$10,000,000, $100; more than $10,000,000 and not more than 
$15,000,000. $150; more than $15,000,000 and not more than 
$25,000,000, $200; when more than $25,000,000, $250. 

Accountants, examination, $25; annual license fee, $5. 

Physicians and surgeons, examination, $25; obstetrics, $15; 
admission to practice from another state, $75. 

Dentists, filing application for license and examination, $20; 
issuance of license, $5 ; certified copy of license, $2.50 ; license 
without examination, $25; certified transcript, per folio, 25 
cents ; certificate of character and attainments, $5 ; other cer- 
tificates under seal, 50 cents; each annual license fee, $1. 

Pharmacist, license, not exceeding $15; assistant, $5; license 
to pharmacist registered in another state, $25; assistant, $15; 
renewal of license for registered pharmacist, $2; for assistant 
pharmacist, $1. 

The state board of veterinary medical examiners to practice 
veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry : Examination fee, 
$5 ; dues, $1 annually. These fees are applied to the veter- 
inary fund. 

The state board of horse commissioners — Examination of 
animal by inspector, $10; renewal license, $2; certificate trans- 
fer of ownership of animal, $2; duplicate certificate, $1. 
These fees are used to defray the expense of inspection. 

The department of live stock : All cattle intended for breed- 
ing or dairy purposes are inspected before being admitted 
into the state or shipped out of the state; a fee of $5 Is 
charged for inspection of first animal, and $1 for each addi- 
tional animal. 
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The state dairy and food commissioner, wlio is ex-offlcio 
sealer of weights and measures, collects the following fees: 
For scales of 100 pounds capacity or less, 75 cents ; 100 pounds 
and less than 600 pounds, $1 ; 600 pounds and less than 2,000 
pounds, $1.50; 2,000 pounds or over, $2.50. For any nests or 
sets of measures, 75 cents; for any yardsticks, 25 cents. 

Architects, examination, $15; license, $10; architects prac- 
ticing in state before creation of the board, license, $10; county 
recorder's fee, $1; annual license fee, $5. Penalty of $5 for 
nonpayment of annual license fee. 

The state engineer collects certain fees for' irrigation and 
water rights, and pays same into the state treasury. 

A fee of $1 is to be paid to the state recorder for each " mark 
or brand " recorded. 

The state fish and game commission collects certain fees for 
licenses. 

The county recorder collects certain fees. 

The state horticultural commission collects a fee of $2.50 
for license to sell nursery stock. 

r. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Utah. 

CouNTT Revenues. 

A. general PROPERTY TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for county as for state 
taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The board of county commissioners was authorized 
to levy for the fiscal years of 1911 and 1912 an ad 
valorem tax not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar for 
general purposes, and one not to exceed 4 mills on the 
dollar for county school purposes, and one not to ex- 
ceed 1 mill on the dollar for the care and maintenance 
of indigent sick and otherwise dependent poor. 

County commissioners may levy and collect a " special road 
district tax " ; the amount to be assessed according to distance 
of property from proposed road, ranging from 20 per cent to 
50 per cent of the value of said property. They may also levy 
a special road tax not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar when 
authorized by a majority of the property owners. 

The board determines the rate of levy and collects the tax 
for irrigation districts. 

The board of county commissioners is authorized to levy a 
special tax of not to exceed 2 cents on each $100 of taxable 
property for the purpose of creating a fund, not exceeding 
$5,000 in the year in any one county, to be used to maintain 
exhibits of the resources of the county at domestic or foreign 
expositions or fairs, and to encourage immigration and in- 
crease trade in the products of the state. 

3. Collection — 

Collection of county as of state taxes is made by 
the county treasurer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

There is an annual road poll tax upon every man 
over 21 and under 60 years of age who is not physic- 
ally incapacitated for work and not exempted by law. 
Honorably discharged soldiers, sailors, or marines, 



militiamen and regular volunteer unpaid firemen are 
exempt. The tax may be paid by two days' work of 
eight hours each, or in lieu thereof by a money pay- 
ment of $3. 

All money collected in lieu of labor, except such as 
is collected by incorporated cities and towns, is paid 
into the county treasury to be expended on the public 
highways. Collection is made by the road supervisors 
of the road district. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The board of county commissioners has power to 
license, for purposes of regulation and revenue, all and 
every kind of business, not prohibited by law, trans- 
acted in the county, and all shows, exhibitions, and 
lawful games carried on therein outside the limits of 
incorporated cities; to determine the rate of said 
license tax ; and to provide for the collection thereof. 

Liquor licenses, outside of cities and towns, are granted by 
the boards of county commissioners, who fix the amount to be 
paid within the following limits : Retail dealer, not less than 
$600 and not more than $2,000; wholesale dealer and dis- 
tiller, not less than $400 and not more than $1,000; druggists 
or pharmacists, not less than $200 and not more than $600. 
Brewers, annual capacity 5,000 barrels, not less than $250; 
more than 5,000 and not more than 25,000 barrels, not less than 
$500; more than 25,000 and not more than 50,000 barrels, not 
less than $750; more than 50,000 and not more than 75,000 
barrels, not less than $1,000 ; more than 75,000 barrels, not less 
than $1,250. Clubs, not less than $400 nor more than $2,000. 
License is paid to the treasurer of the county. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for city and town 
taxes as for state and county. 

2. Rate— 

The city council of each city or board of trustees of 
each town determines the rate of the general and 
special city or town taxes. 

3. Collection — 

The collection, as for state and county taxes, is by 
the county treasurer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

In incorporated cities and towns poll taxes are col- 
lected and expended for highway purposes, as pre- 
scribed by ordinance, similarly to the county poll tax. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
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E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

In cities the city council determines the amount, 
terms, and manner of issuing licenses for hawking, 
peddling, pawnbrokerage, loan agencies, employment 
agencies, the keeping of ordinaries, theatrical and 
other exhibitions, shows and amusements, and the 
business conducted by ticket scalpers, distillers, 
brewers, money changers, brokers, keepers of public 
scales, runners for stages, cars, public houses, banks, 
express companies, laundries, hackmen, storekeepers, 
and the various lines of business. 

In towns the board of trustees has similar powers in 
respect to liquor and other licenses. License fees or 
taxes on any private corporation or business within 
the city are regulated by the city council. 

City councils, or boards of trustees of the towns 
determine liquor licenses within the following limits: 

Retail dealer, not less than $600 and not more than $2,000 ; 
wholesale dealer and distiller, not less than $400 and not 
more than $1,000; druggists or pharmacists, not less than 
$200 and not more than $600. Brewers, annual capacity 5,000 
barrels, not less than $250 ; more than 5,000 and not more than 
25,000 barrels, not less than $500; more than 25,000 and not 
more than 50,000 barrels, not less than $750 ; more than 50,000 
and not more than 75,000 barrels, not less than $1,000; more 
than 75,000 barrels, not less than $1,250. Clubs, not less than 
$400 nor more than $2,000. License is paid to the treasurer 
of the city. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution establishes a school fund, which is 
apportioned to counties, from the proceeds of the sale 
of public lands granted by the United States and from 
other sources. The state school funds are further 
supplemented by a general tax levy of 3 mills. 

The county commissioners, at the time of the annual 
levy of other county taxes, must levy a tax not to 
exceed 4 mills for school purposes. 

When the state, county, and district school tax 
levies are insufficient for school purposes, after a levy 
of not to exceed 4 mills by the county commissioners 
and a tax of 5 mills by the school district trustees, the 
state appropriates the amount of the deficiency. 

The county superintendent apportions the state and 
county school funds to the school districts of the 
county according to the number of school children re- 
siding in each district over 6 and under 18 years of 
age. 

Special school taxes may be voted in the districts 
to purchase school sites, to erect buildings, or to pay 
current expenses, and to buy books, etc., for school 
libraries, in any sum not to exceed 2 per cent of all 
taxable property, on the basis of the county assess- 
ment. They are collected in the same manner as state 
and county taxes. 



A tax of not to exceed 3 mills on the dollar may be 
collected, when properly voted by taxpayers, in cities 
of the third class, for public libraries, and not to ex- 
ceed 4 mills on the dollar if a gymnasium is main- 
tained in connection with the library. 

County school districts of the first class are as- 
sessed a tax not to exceed 5^ mills on the dollar for 
support and maintenance of such schools, and not to 
exceed 1^ mills additional in one year to be used 
exclusively for the purchase of school sites and erec- 
tion of buildings. 

There is levied and collected annually a state tax 
of one-half mill on each dollar of taxable property for 
high school purppses. 

High school districts may be created and one or 
more high schools maintained by a tax levy in such 
district not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar, if a ma- 
jority of the qualified electors vote in favor thereof. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The fees to be paid by banks to the bank commissioner 
were revised as follows: For the annual examination of sav- 
ings banks and each semiannual examination of all other 
banks, when the aggregate assets are $100,000 or less, $20; 
over $100,000 and up to $300,000, $30 ; over $300,000 and up to 
$500,000, $35; over $500,000 and up to $1,000,000, $45; over 
$1,000,000 and up to $3,000,000, $55; over $3,000,000 and up 
to $10,000,000, $80; over $10,000,000 and up to $15,000,000, 
$100; over $15,000,000 and up to $25,000,000, $150; over $25,- 
000,000, $200. 

When the state road commission changes a county road into 
a state road with state aid, counties with an assessed valua- 
tion of less than $2,000,000 must raise an amount equal to one- 
quarter of that furnished by the state, those with an assessed 
valuation of from $2,000,000 to $4,000,000, one-half as much, 
and those with an assessed valuation of over $4,000,000 must 
duplicate the full amount apportioned from the state road 
fund. (Optional provision made mandatory.) 

The boards of education in county school districts of the 
first class make an estimate of the money needed for all school 
purposes and county levies are made as follows : School dis- 
tricts having an assessed valuation of $10,000,000 or more, not 
to exceed 10 mills ; having an assessed valuation of $8,000,000 
to $10,000,000, 12 mills; $5,000,000 to $8,000,000, 13J mills; 
less than $5,000,000, 15 mills. In cities of the first and second 
class having an assessed valuation of $10,000,000 or over, 6i 
mills, and in cities of the second class having an assessed 
valuation of less than $10,000,000, 8 mills may be levied, of 
which at least 8 mills shall be used for the payment of teach- 
ers and IJ mills for the purchase of school sites and the erec- 
tion of school buildings. 

Boards of county commissioners are to levy a tax of 5 
mills on the assessed value on all sheep and goats and 4 mills 
on the assessed value of all range horses and cattle, the reve- 
nue to be placed in the state bounty fund to encourage the de- 
struction of certain predatory wild animals. (Changed fi-om 
4 and 2 mills, respectively.) 

The hunting and fishing license for aliens oyer 12 years of 
age was made $15. 

Annual inspection fees for hotels were provided as follows: 
Hotels with less than 20 rooms, $2 ; with 20 and less than 50 
rooms, $5; with 50 and less than 100 rooms, $10; with 100 
rooms or more, $15. 
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Vermont's revenue system is that of a combined gen- 
eral property and poll tax, supplemented for state pur- 
poses by a series of' special corporation taxes and an 
inheritance tax. The general property tax is in the 
main administered by the towns, and each town is held 
responsible in its corporate capacity for its share of 
state and county taxes. 

The peculiar feature of the Vermont system is the 
" grand list." This was originally a list of polls, prop- 
erty, occupations, and incomes, each item being " set in 
the list " at an arbitrary valuation, the endeavor being 
made by these arbitrary values to represent the rela- 
tive " faculty " or ability to pay taxes arising from 
each item. Eventually the endeavor was made to 
bring these arbitrary values into some relation to 
actual values. In so doing incomes and the valuations 
of different occupations were dropped and polls and 
property retained. 

The listers of each town appraise property at its 
value and set the same in the grand list at 1 per cent 
of the appraisal. Polls are set in the grand list at $2. 

The grand list is composed of these two items. State 
and municipal taxes are assessed on this grand list. 
State school and state highway taxes are annually 
paid by each town to the state treasurer, and are redis- 
tributed in a manner that is intended to relieve to 
some extent the tax burdens of the poorer towns. 
Public utility corporations, insurance companies, and 
savings banks and similar institutions are subject to 
the payment of taxes and fees to the state. For the 
last few years sufficient revenue has accrued to the 
state from these sources so that no direct state tax 
has been levied, excepting the school and highway 
taxes just mentioned. This results in a practical sepa- 
ration of the sources of state and municipal revenues. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ABTICLE IX. 
OHAPTEB I. 

That every member of society hath a right to be protected 
in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and therefore Is 
bound to contribute his proportion toward the expense of that 
protection and yield his personal service, when necessary, or 
an equivalent thereto, but no part of any person's property 
can be justly taken from him or applied to public uses without 
his own consent or that of the representative body of freemen, 
nor can any man who is conscientiously scrupulous of bearing 
arms be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay such equiv- 
alent ; * * * and previous to any law being made to raise 
a tax, the purpose for which it is to be raised ought to appear 
evident to the legislature to be of more service to the com- 
munity than the money would be if not collected. 

* This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

The Vermont Statutes of 1906. 
The Session Laws, including 1912. 
Report of the Taxation Commission : 1908. 



CHAPTER II. 



Sec. 9. (Provides that the quorum, ordinarily a majority, 
must be two-thirds of the representatives to pass a bill to raise 
a state tax.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The listers, town board of three, one elected each year. 
One or two more may be elected annually. 

(2) A collector of taxes, if the town so orders, elected an- 
nually at town meeting in each town. If the town does not 
order the election of a tax collector, taxes are collected by the 
first constable. 

(3) For each unorganized town and gore (sobrante), a 
supervisor and a collector of taxes, appointed biennially by the 
governor. One person may hold both offices. 

(4) The board of civil authority, composed of the town 
clerk, selectmen, and justices, together with the listers, consti- 
tute a board for the abatement of town taxes. 

(5) The commissioner of taxes, who administers the state 
taxes on corporations, and has general supervision of local 
taxation, appointed biennially by the governor. 

State Eevenues. 
a and b. general property and poll taxes. 

The poll tax constitutes an integral part of the gen- 
eral property tax and can not be described separately. 
Polls are " set in the list " at $2 each — that is, given 
a valuation of $200 as though property. 
1. Base — 

a. The property and poUs included and exempt. — 
The base is the so-called " grand list," composed of 
[a) the polls of all male inhabitants of the state over 
21 and under 70 years of age, except honorably dis- 
charged soldiers of the War of the Rebellion, paupers, 
and members of the state militia and of fire companies 
if their towns so vote, which polls are " set in the list " 
at the arbitrary value of $2 each; (&) 1 per cent of 
the value in money on the 1st day of April in the , 
year of their assessment of all real and personal estates, 
except such as are specificially exempt. 

(1) Real estate is not specially defined for purposes of 
taxation, but engines and boilers, except railway and steam- 
boat, kept or used for supplying power, electric motors, and 
other machinery used in manufacturing, mining rights in 
severance from surface ownership, buildings on leased land, 
and standing timber are " set in the list " as real estate. 

When property is mortgaged the mortgagor is treated as the 
owner until after foreclosure. 

(2) Personal estates are not specifically defined for pur- 
poses of taxation, but perpetual or redeemable leases are " set 
in the list " as personal property at a sum of which the rent 
Is 6 per cent. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all public property, are real 
estate of posts of Grand Army of the Republic ; shares of stock 
in foreign corporations elsewhere taxed; personal estate of 
residents situated and taxed in another state; railroad stock; 
money loaned to towns, etc., at not over 4 per cent ; all estates 
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lor public, religious or charitable uses; public and free cir- 
culating libraries ; lands leased by towns for educational pur- 
poses, and lands owned or leased by colleges, academies or 
other public schools, or leased by towns for the support of the 
Gospel; lands and property of agricultural societies used for 
fairs; normal schools and boarding houses used solely for 
pupils in such schools; real dnd- personal property of college 
fraternities and societies, except property held for investment 
purposes; buildings owned and occupied by the Young Men's 
Christian Association ; uncultivated lands planted with timber 
or forest trees exempt for 10 years; cemeteries; household 
furniture of every person to the value of $500; wearing ap- 
parel ; private and professional libraries ; mechanics' and 
farmers' tools; family provisions for one year; poultry to the 
value of $20; one watch, one organ or piano; sheep, cattle, 
horses, and swine, not over 4 months old, and hay and produce 
sufficient to winter out the stock; and for each person one 
wagon, one sleigh, and harness for same, not exceeding $100 in 
value. Manufacturing establishments (exceptpulp, lumber, and 
charcoal ) , quarries, and mines if amount invested exceeds $1,000, 
may be exempted for 10 years from commencement of business ; 
property used for hotel purposes, and unoccupied farms re- 
claimed may be exempted for five years; real estate occupied 
as a homestead by honorably discharged soldier or sailor of 
the Civil War or his widow to the value of $500, provided the 
estate does not exceed $1,500; money loaned at 5 per cent or 
less evidenced by note or mortgage. There are also some ex- 
emptions by legislative contract not mentioned in the statutes, 
such as a part of the property of certain persons connected 
■with institutions of learning. 

The following polls are exempt : Actual poor, and persons 
applying for exemption who served in the War of the Re- 
bellion. 

6. Assessment. — This is called " listing." The valu- 
ations refer strictly to April 1 in each year. Only 1 
per cent of all property is " set in the list." 

Real estate is listed or appraised quadrennially 
(1910, 1914), the listing being completed by the fourth 
Tuesday in August. Ileal estate of railroads not used 
in operating the road is listed like other real estate. 
The quadrennial appraisal is corrected annually for 
alterations only. 

Each taxpayer is required to furnish the listers a 
sworn inventory of his property subject to taxation, 
but the appraisal is made by the listers. The appraisal 
is to be " at such sum as they would appraise the same 
in payment of a just debt due from a solvent debtor." 

Willfully omitting to make, swear to, and deliver 
an inventory or delivering a false inventory renders 
the taxpayer liable to double appraisal and deprives 
him of his right to have a hearing before the board of 
abatements. 

Shares of stock in corporations, except those taxed by the 
state (see D, Corporation taxes), are to be set in the list, like 
other personal estate, to the owner, in the town where he re- 
sides, if he resides in the state ; otherwise, in the town where 
the corporation has its place of business. 

Standing timber sold without the land on which it stands is 
listed and taxed separately to the purchaser. 

Motor or power boats valued at more than $100 are taxed 
on the 1st day of April, in the town where they were last kept. 

G. Equalisation. — There is no " equalization," so 
called, between individuals, but between April 25 and 



May 12 the board of abatements hears persons ag- 
grieved by their appraisals, and may correct the list. 
Appeal lies to the board of civil authority and to the 
commissioner of taxes, who can appoint appraisers in 
the several counties to settle any complaints of tax- 
payers. 

2. Bate— 

The rate, usually expressed in cents on each dollar of 
the grand list, is fixed and levied for state and county 
purposes by the general assembly. 

There is an annual levy of 8 cents on the dollar for schools 
and 5 cents on the dollar for highways. 

3. Collection — 

State and county taxes are collected by the con- 
stables or town collectors of taxes on warrants issued by 
the state or county treasurers, and those of unorgan- 
ized towns and gores (sobrante), by the supervisor. 
Taxes are a lien on any property, and those on polls 
and personal property may be collected by seizure of 
real estate. Taxes are due on six days' notice and may 
then be collected by distraint and sale, and if the ta,x- 
payer has no property, he may be imprisoned. Dis- 
traint may be made at any time up to six years from 
the issue of the warrant. 

Towns are held liable as corporations for their 
shares of state taxes, and the goods and chattels of 
any inhabitants may be seized by the sheriff for such 
taxes. Owners of goods thus seized have recourse, 
however, against the town with 12 per cent interest. 

C. THE INHERrrANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of this state, and 
any interest therein, whether belonging to inhabit- 
ants of this state or not, which passes by inheritance 
or gift or voluntary conveyance to take effect in pos- 
session or enjoyment upon or after the death of the 
grantor or donor other than to the father, mother, 
husband, wife, lineal descendant, stepchild, adopted 
child, child of a stepchild or of an adopted child, a 
bishop in his ecclesiastical capacity for religious uses 
in the state, or to a city or town for cemetery purposes, 
or to charitable, educational, or religious societies, 
created by the laws of Vermont, and having their 
principal office in the state, is subject to a tax to the 
state of 5 per cent of the value in money of each legacy 
or distributive share. This tax is also imposed upon 
the transfer to any others than those specified in the 
preceding sentence by foreign administrators of stock 
in corporations within the state and the assignment of 
securities or assets being in the state at the time of 
the death of the nonresident deceased. AVTien the same 
property is subject to a transfer or inheritance tax in 
another state the rate is to be such that the sum of the 
two taxes shall equal 5 per cent. 

When any property is bequeathed to any of the 
exempted class during life or for a term of years with 
remainder to a person not exempt, the latter is liable 
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to the tax upon the value of such remainder. Taxes 
under this provision are due on or before three months 
from the death of the decedent. Other taxes are due 
on or before the expiration of 2 years from the death 
of the decedent. Interest shall be charged from due 
date until paid. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The classes of corporations described below are not 
taxable on the " grand list " or under the general 
property tax. Some of them are taxable on their 
property, or, at their option, on gross receipts, but 
when taxable on their property the rate is fixed and 
the machinery for assessment and collection is so dif- 
ferent from that generally used that they are pre- 
sented here as special taxes. 

A state tax for the payment of state expenses is 
assessed upon the property, business, or corporate 
franchises of railroad, insurance, guaranty, express, 
telegraph, telephone, steamboat, car and transporta- 
tion companies, sleeping car companies, mortgage, 
loan or investment companies, and other corporations 
and persons, as specified below, and the corporations 
or persons so taxed are not taxable on the " grand list." 

These taxes are administered by the commissioner 
of taxes. 

Railroads, which includes all electric railways, may at their 
option pay either a tax of IJ per cent, or $12.50 per $1,000 
valuation, on their property in the state appraised by the unit 
rule on a mileage basis, or a tax on their gross earnings, simi- 
larly appraised by the unit rule on a mileage basis of 2i per 
■cent on gross earnings not exceeding $2,000 per mile; 2| per 
cent on earnings from $2,000 to $2,500 per mile ; 3 per cent on 
earnings from $2,500 to $3,000 per mile ; 31 per cent on earn- 
ings from $3,000 to $3,500 per mile; 3J per 'cent on earnings 
from $3,500 to $4,000 per mile; 3f per cent on earnings from 
^,000 to $4,500 per mile ; and 4 per cent on earnings exceeding 
$4,500 per mile. 

For a term of five years after the date when cars for public 
traffic commenced running on an electric railroad built after 
February 1, 1907, 90 per cent of the tax upon such railroad 
based upon the appraisal thereof or upon the gross earnings 
is refunded to aid such railroad company. 

Telephone companies pay 3 per cent on gross earnings in 
the state or (since 1902) 40 cents each on the average number 
of transmitters, and 30 cents per mile of wire. 

Telegraph companies may, at their option, pay either 60 
cents per mile of poles and one wire and 40 cents per mile for 
each additional wire or 3 per cent of gross earnings in the 
state. 

Sleeping and palace car companies pay seven-tenths of 1 per 
cent of the capital used by them in the state, determined by 
the unit rule. 

Express companies pay $8 for every mile of railroad within 
the state over which they transport property for hire. At the 
time of paying the annual license tax they must give sureties 
to pay license for the next year; 

Steamboat, car, and transportation companies pay at their 
option either a tax of 1 per cent on their property, or a tax 
of 2i per cent on their gross earnings in the state, appraised 
by the unit rule on a mileage basis. 
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Insurance and guaranty companies pay 2 per cent per annum 
on gross amount of premiums and assessments collected, less 
return premiums, dividends to policyholders, and reinsurance 
with domestic companies. 

Domestic mutual fire insurance companies and domestic fire, 
accident, fidelity, surety, or guaranty companies also pay a tax 
of 1 per cent on the surplus over all liabilities, with certain 
deductions, for the first-named companies. 

Life insurance companies, domestic, pay in addition, 1 per 
cent on the surplus above the necessary reserve at 4 per cent, 
but may deduct the value of real estate locally taxed. 

Savings banks and trust companies pay seven-tenths of 1 per 
cent on the average amount of deposits and accumulations, less 
an amount not exceeding 10 per cent of their assets when in- 
vested in United States bonds. 

In the case of banlvS, the average amount of the assessed 
valuation of real estate owned by such corporations is also 
deducted. These taxes are payable in semiannual instalments. 

National bank deposits bearing more than 2 per cent interest 
are taxed seven-twentieths of 1 per cent. The tax is paid by 
the depositor or the bank may pay the tax and charge it to the 
depositor. 

Building and investment companies and agents for the same 
pay 1 per cent upon the aggregate amount of moneys received 
to be loaned without the state and upon the aggregate amount 
of bonds, mortgages, choses in action, and securities nego- 
tiated, unless they return the name and address of the person 
for whom the investment was made, in which case the tax is 
assessed to him. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Every corporation, either foreign or domestic, having capital 
stock or deposit of $50,000 or less, pays an annual license tax 
of $10; for each $50,000 or fraction thereof over $50,000, $5; 
but no tax shall exceed $50. Failure to pay this annual license 
tax terminates the existence of the corporation. 

Liquor licenses. — First class, to sell intoxicating liquors to 
be drunk on premises, fee, $800 to $1,200; towns of less than 
1,500 inhabitants, $300 to $1,200 ; second class, retail sale, not 
to be drunk on premises, $800 to $2,000 ; third class, to sell 
malt liquors, ciders, and wines containing not more than 15 
per cent alcohol, to be drunk on premises, $250 to $500; fourth 
class, wholesale dealers, $750; malt liquors, $500; fifth class, 
sold for medicinal purposes, not less than $10; sixth class, to 
sell intoxicating liquors in summer hotels, fees proportional to 
first class, according to duration of license ; seventh class, malt 
liquors, not drunk on premises, $150 to $500. The towns derive 
no revenue from these licenses. 

Motor vehicles. — Registration fee, $1 per horsepower ; second 
registration, 75 cents per horsepower; third and successive 
registrations, 50 cents per horsepower. Manufacturers and 
dealers, $25 ; special fees for nonresidents ; operator's license, $2. 
, Other licenses collected annually by the state are : To sell 
fertilizers, $20 for each brand, except fertilizer containing 
only phosphoric acid and ether nitrogen or potash, $15 ; to sell 
oleomargarine, $100 ; itinerant vendors, $25 ; resident hunters, 
50 cents ; nonresident, $10 ; seine license, not to exceed $20 ; 
auctioneers, $10; circus, to exhibit in state three months, 
$1,000 to $3,000 ; foreign creamery associations, $5. 

Persons seeking incorporation by special act pay $25 if the 
capital stock does not exceed $10,000; over $10,000 and not 
exceeding $50,000, $50; over $50,000 and not exceeding 
$200,000, $100; over $200,000 and not exceeding $.500,000, $200; 
over $500,000 and not exceeding $1,000,000, $300 ; over $1,000,000 
and not exceeding $2,000,000, $500; for each additional 
$1,000,000 or fraction thereof, $200. 
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For articles of association under general laws, no capital 
stoclj, $25; capital stoclc $5,000 or less, $10; over $5,000 and 
not exceeding $10,000, $25 ; over $10,000, same fees as above to 
state treasurer. 

Insurance commissioners. — For a state license or renewal 
thereof to foreign insurance corporations, $5 ; for license to an 
Insurance agent for foreign companies, annually, $2; for 
license to insurance brolier, or renewal, annually, $10 ; for filing 
annual statement, $20; fraternal beneficiary associations, for 
state certificate, $5 ; filing charter, $5 ; annual report, $5. 

Boards of registration. — Physicians and surgeons, $20; non- 
resident physicians, $50; embalmers, $10; nurses, $5; dentists, 
$25 ; pharmacists, $5 ; osteopaths, $25 ; optometrists, examina- 
tion $15, certificate of registration, $10, and certificate of 
exemption, $5. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Vermont. 
CouNTT Revenues. 

A AND B. GENERAL PROPERTY AND POLL TAXES. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessing 
polls with property, as well as the method of assess- 
ment and of equalization, have been described under 
State revenues. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for county purposes is determined by the 
legislature. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for the county are collected by the local tax 
collectors as are other taxes. 

C AND D. INHERTTANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Peddlers — on foot, annually, $15; with a horse or horses, 
motor vehicle, or by railroad, annually, $30. Paid to county 
treasurers, remitted to state treasurers, and reapportioned 
among the counties on basis of population. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a and b. general property and poll taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property and polls included, and the method 
of assessment and of equalization are the same as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The proper legislative authorities of the towns, 
school districts, fire districts, incorporated villages, and 
cities may levy taxes and determine the rates of munic- 
ipal taxation. This is usually done in town meeting. 

The selectmen levy a highway tax of not less than one-fifth 
of the grand list of the town. 

3. Collection — 

Local taxes are collected as are state taxes. 



C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Itinerant vendors are taxed an amount equal to the sum 
which would be produced if the rate of state and local taxes 
for the year was levied upon the goods of such vendors as 
appraised by the listers. 

Dogs, in towns: For a male or spayed female, $1; for a 
female, $6. Selectmen may license and tax circuses for two 
days' exhibition not more than $100 nor less than $10 ; menag- 
eries, not more than $50 nor less than $10. 

Towns, villages, and cities may license theaters, shows, and 
moving-picture shows. 

School Revenues. 

The funds deposited by the United States in 1837 
as Vermont's share of the surplus revenue distributed 
to the states, were apportioned among the towns in 
proportion to the population, to be invested by the 
school trustees, the interest being used to support the 
schools. 

The "Huntington Fund," received by bequest for 
school purposes, was, by an act of the state legislature 
in 1884, established as a permanent state fund. In 
1905 an act was passed providing that the proceeds of 
this fund might be used for general state purposes, 
and that the state should annually apportion to the 
towns, unorganized towns, and gores, for school pur- 
poses, an amount equal to 6 per cent on the entire 
amount of this fund. 

The Spanish- American War Claims Fund, consist- 
ing of $240,000 paid to the state of Vermont in reim- 
bursement of the state's expenditure on account of that 
war, was, by an act of the legislature in 1904, set apart 
as a permanent fund for public school purposes. 

The state levies an annual tax of 8 cents on each dol- 
lar on the grand list for schools, the proceeds being 
divided among the towns in proportion to the number 
of legal schools. (A legal school is one kept 28 weeks 
by a registered teacher.) 

The selectmen have control usually of the town 
school fund, consisting of the investments for schools, 
and are also to appropriate annually for school pur- 
poses a sum not exceeding one-half nor less than one- 
fifth of the grand list of the town district and to assess 
a tax to meet such appropriation. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS I 1913. 

No deduction on account of debts owing shall be made from 
the appraised valuation of personal property nor from the 
grand list of any person. 

Act 42. Relating to taxation of polls and ratable estate in 
unorganized towns and gores. 

A state tax of 1.25 cents on a dollar is annually assessed 
upon the grand list of each unorganized town and gore, which 
is to be the only tax levied therein on the grand list except 
county taxes. 



TAXATION AND RE^VENUE SYSTEMS— VIRGINIA. 



243 



The grand lists are to be made up by appraisers appointed 
by the commissioner of taxes. Methods of assessments and 
collection shall be the same as in towns. 

No state highway or school tax, and no taxes voted by the 
general assembly shall be assessed to unorganized towns and 
gores. 

Supervisors appointed by the governor shall collect the 
taxes and turn them over to tlie state treasurer, except county 
taxes. 

The revenue derived from the organized towns and gores, 
after the expenses of administration are paid, shall be used 
in the laying out, construction, and maintenance of highways 
and bridges in those districts, under the direction of the state 
highway commissioner. 

Act 50. Repeals section of public statutes which allowed 
railroads to pay taxes on their gross earnings. 

Act 52. Repeals section of public statutes which allowed 
steamboat, car, and transportation companies to pay taxes on 
their gross earnings, and provides that such companies shall 
pay a tax of IJ per cent on their property. 

Act 53. Sleeping, parlor, and dining car companies shall 
pay a franchise tax of li per cent on their capital invested 
within the state. 

Act 54. Express companies shall pay a tax of $20 per mile 
of line over which, they transport express matter for hire 
within the state. 

Act 55. Telegraph companies shall pay a tax assessed on 
their property and corporate franchise of 65 cents per mile of 
poles, and one wire, and 56 cents per mile for each additional 
wire. 



Optional, such companies may pay 4i per cent of gross earn- 
ings in lieu of preceding tax. 

Act 56. Repeals sections of public statutes relating to taxa- 
tion of telephone companies, and substitutes : Telephone com- 
panies shall pay a tax of IJ per cent upon the appraisal of 
their property made by the tax commissioner. 

Act 57. Repeals acts relating to taxation of building and 
investment companies. 

Act 58. Charter fees charged : For filing articles of associa- 
tion, not providing for capital stock, $25 ; with capital stock 
not exceeding $5,000, $10 ; $5,000 to $10,000, $25. 

Act 60. Includes wife or widow of a son or husband of a 
daughter among those heirs exempted from payment of an 
inheritance tax. 

Act 76. To consolidate the various school funds and appro- 
priations and to provide a more equitable distribution of the 
same: 

A " legal school " is any public school maintained at least 
150 days including holidays and others allowed by law. 

The receipts of the 8 per cent state tax, the revenue from the 
interest on the permanent school fund, and $50,000 appropri- 
ated annually is to be consolidated and distributed among the 
various towns, unorganized towns and gores, for tbe en- 
couragement of education. 

Act 180. License for selling oleomargarine to be $25. 

Act 187. License for pawnbrokers, fee, $15, regulated by the 
towns. 

Act 257. Public accountant, registration fee, $25. 

Act 213. Veterinarians, registration fee, $5; annual license 
fee, $2. 
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The revenue laws of Virginia were extensively re- 
vised in 1903, pursuant to the provisions of the new 
constitution which went into effect July 10, 1902. The 
principal features of the revenue system are set forth 
in Article XIII of the constitution, cited below. 

The general property tax is used for both state and 
local purposes. The franchises of railroads and canal 
companies are taxed for state purposes only. There 
is an extensive system of state license taxes, which 
supplement the general property tax. Towns and 
cities may be authorized by their charters to levy 
licenses. There is also a poll tax and taxes on col- 
lateral inheritances, incomes, wills and administra- 
tions, deeds and contracts, and on suits. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
article XIII. 

Sec. 168. All property, except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be taxed ; all taxes, whether state, local, or municipal, shall be 
uniform upon the same class of subjects within the territorial 
limits of the authority levying the tax, and shall be levied and 
collected under general laws. 

'This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Tax Laws of Virginia, 1910. (A pamphlet compiled under 
the authority of the auditor of public accounts.) 

The Code and the Session Laws down to 1912. 

Report of the Virginia Tax Commission, 1911 (appointed to 
make an Investigation of the system of assessment, revenue, 
and taxation then in force in the state). 



Sec. 169. Except as hereinafter provided, all assessments of 
real estate and tangible personal property shall be at their 
fair market value, to be ascertained as prescribed by law. 
The general assembly may allow a lower rate of taxation to 
be imposed for a period of years by a city or town upon 
land added to its corporate limits than is imposed on similar 
property within its limits at the time such land is added. 
Nothing in this constitution shall prevent the general assembly, 
after the 1st day of January, 1913, from segregating for the 
purposes of taxation the several kinds and classes of property, 
so as to' specify and determine upon what subjects state taxes 
and upon what subjects local taxes may be levied. 

Sec. 170. The general assembly may levy a tax on incomes 
in excess of $600 per annum ; may levy a license tax upon 
any business which can not be reached by the ad valorem 
system, and may Impose state franchise taxes, and in im- 
posing a franchise tax may, in its discretion, make the same 
in lieu of taxes upon other property, in whole or in part, 
of a transportation, industrial, or commercial corporation. 
Whenever a franchise tax shall be imposed upon a corpora- 
tion doing business in this state, or whenever all the capital, 
however Invested, of a corporation chartered under the laws 
of this state shall be taxed, the shares of stock Issued by any 
such corporation shall not be further taxed. No city or town 
shall Impose any tax or assessment upon abutting landowners 
for street or other public local improvements except for mak- 
ing and improving the walkways upon then existing streets 
and improving and paving existing alleys, and for either the 
construction or for the use of sewers, and the same when im- 
posed shall not be in excess of the peculiar benefits resulting 
therefrom to such abutting landowners. Except in cities and 
towns, no such taxes or assessments for local public improve- 
ments shall be imposed on abutting landowners. 
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Sec. 171. The general assembly sliall provide for a reassess- 
ment of real estate in the year 1905 and every fifth year 
thereafter, except that of railway and canal corporations, 
which, after January 1, 1913, may be assessed as the general 
assembly may provide. 

Sec. 172. The general assembly shall provide for the special 
and separate assessment of all coal and other mineral land, 
but until such special assessment is made such land shall be 
assessed under existing laws. 

Sec. 173. The general assembly shall levy a state capitation 
tax of, and not exceeding, $1.50 per annum on every male 
resident of the state not less than 21 years of age, except those 
pensioned by this state for military services, $1 of which 
shall be applied exclusively in aid of the public free schools, 
in proportion to the school population, and the residue shall 
be returned and paid by the state into the treasury of the 
county or city in which it was collected, to be appropriated 
by the proper county or city authorities to such county or 
city purposes as they shall respectively determine; but said 
capitation tax shall not be a lien upon, nor collected by legal 
process from, the personal property which may be exempt 
from levy or distress under the poor debtor's law. The general 
assembly may authorize the board of supervisors of any 
county or the council of any city or town to levy an addiflonal 
capitation tax not exceeding $1 per annum on every such 
resident within its limits, which shall be applied in aid of 
the public schools of such county, city, or town, or for such 
other county, city, or town purposes as they shall determine. 

Sec. 174. Alter this constitution shall be in force, no statute 
of limitations shall run against any claim of the state for 
taxes upon any property ; nor shall the failure to assess prop- 
erty for taxation defeat a subsequent assessment for and col- 
lection of taxes for any preceding year or years, unless such 
property shall have passed to a bona fide purchaser for value, 
without notice; in which latter case the property shall be 
assessed for taxation against such purchaser from the date of 
his purchase. 

Sec. 176. The state corporation commission shall annually 
ascertain and assess, at the time hereafter mentioned, and in 
the manner required of the board of public works, by the law 
in force on January 1, 1902, the value of the roadbed, and 
other real estate, rolling stock, and all other personal property 
whatsoever (except its franchise and the nontaxable shares of 
stock issued by other corporations) in this state of each rail- 
way corporation, whatever its motive power, now or hereafter 
liable for taxation upon such property ; the canal bed and other 
real estate, the boats and all other personal property what- 
soever (except its franchise and the nontaxable shares of stock 
issued by other corporations) in this state, of each canal cor- 
poration empowered to conduct transportation ; and such prop- 
erty shall be taxed for state, county, city, town, and district 
purposes in the same manner as authorized by said law at 
such rates of taxation as may be imposed by them, respec- 
tively, from time to time upon the real estate and personal 
property of natural persons: Provided, That no tax shall be 
laid upon the net income of such corporations. 

Sec. 177. Each such railway or canal corporation, including 
also any such as is exempt from taxation as to its works, visi- 
ble property, or profits, shall also pay an annual state fran- 
chise tax equal to 1 per cent upon the gross receipts here- 
after specified in section 1T8 for the privilege of exercising its 
franchises in this state, which, with the taxes provided for in 
section 176, shall be in lieu of all other taxes or license charges 
whatsoever upon the franchises of such corporation, the shares 
of stock issued by it, and upon its property assessed under 
section 176: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall ex- 
empt such corporation from the annual fee required by section 



157 of this constitution, or from assessments for street and 
other public local improvements authorized by section 170: 
And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall an- 
nul or interfere with or prevent any contract or agreement by 
ordinance between street railway corporations and municipali- 
ties as to compensation for the use of the streets or alleys of 
such municipalities by such railway corporations. 

Sec. 178. The amount of such franchise tax shall be equal to 
1 per cent of the gross transportation receipts of such cor- 
porations for the year ending June 30 of each year, to be as- 
certained by the state corporation commission, in the follow- 
ing manner : 

(o) When the road or canal of the corporation lies wholly 
within this state, the tax shall be equal to 1 per cent of the 
entire gross transportation receipts of such corporation. 

(6) When the road or canal of the corporation lies partly 
within and partly without this state, or is operated as a part 
of a line or system extending beyond this state, the tax shall 
be equal to 1 per cent of the gross transportation receipts 
earned within this state, to be determined as follows: By as- 
certaining the average gross transportation receipts per mile 
over its whole extent within and without this state and multi- 
plying the result by the number of miles operated within this 
state : Provided, That from the sum so ascertained there may 
be a reasonable deduction because of any excess of value of the 
terminal facilities or other similar advantages in other states 
over similar facilities or advantages in this state. 

Sec. 179. (Requires reports from corporations to the state 
corporation commission to form basis of assessment of property 
and franchise taxes.) 

Sec. 180. (Relates to application by corporations for relief 
from the assessment and proceedings thereunder.) 

Sec. 181. (Provides that taxation of corporations as stated 
in sections 176 to 180, inclusive, shall remain fixed from 
January 1, 1903, to January 1, 1913, and thereafter until 
modified by the general assembly.) 

Sec. 182. (Describes the method of taxation of shares of stock 
of trust or security companies and incorporated banks.) 

Sec. 183. (Gives detailed list of property exempt from tax- 
ation. ) 

Sec. 186. ( Provides for the collection and disposition of state 
revenue. ) 

Sec. 188. (Limits amount of tax or revenue to necessary ex- 
penses of government and for payment of indebtedness of 
state. ) 

Sec. 189. (Limits the rate of taxation for state purposes.) 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 157. (Provides for fees from corporations for various 
services.) 

ABTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 128. In cities and towns the assessment of real estate 
and personal property for the purpose of municipal taxation 
shall be the same as the assessment thereof for the purpose 
of state taxation, whenever there shall be a state assessment of 
such property. 

AKTICLE IX. 

Sec. 136. (Provides for levy of tax for local school purposes.) 
Secs. 134-5. (Describes the sources of the state school funds.) 

article II. 

Sec. 21. (Requires the payment of state poll taxes as a con- 
dition precedent to the right of voting. ) 
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OFFICEES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Commissioners of the revenue, one to six in eacli county, 
elected for a term of four years; also one in eacli city ap- 
pointed by tlie hustings or circuit courts for a term of four 
years expiring in 1913, thereafter to be elected for a term of 
four years. Where there is more than one commissioner in a 
county they are assigned to districts. These officers have 
general supervision of all taxes and licenses, with the ex- 
ception of corporation and franchise taxes and those under the 
oyster laws. 

(2) State, county, and city treasurers, who collect and re- 
ceive taxes and licenses. 

(3) Assessors, specially appointed by the circuit, corpora- 
tion, and hustings' court of the counties and cities, every fifth 
year, to assess real estate, generally one for each district in 
which there is a commissioner of the revenue. 

(4) County board of supervisors, elected every four years, 
one from each magisterial district; levies taxes for county 
purposes and has general supervision over the revenues of the 
county. 

(5) The state auditor of public accounts. 

(6) State corporation commission, composed of three mem- 
bers appointed by the governor for a term of six years; this 
is the board of assessment for railroads and other corpora- 
tions. 

State EBVENtJES. 

Peefatoet note. — There is a special classification of taxes 
provided for in the revenue laws of Virginia. That classifica- 
tion has not been adopted in the following analysis, because 
it seemed to be somewhat desirable to present the tax sys- 
tem in the same form as that for the other states. But 
as the classification used in the laws may throw some light 
upon the working of the system, and specially upon the rela- 
tion of the different parts one to the other, an abstract of it 
is here presented : 

1. Taxes on lands and lots, ground rents, and rent charge. 

2. Taxable subjects : 

Schedule A. — Male inhabitants, white and colored, poll tax. 

Schedule B. — Personal estate (in goods and chattels), in- 
cluding toll bridges, turnpikes, and ferries, except steam fer- 
ries, owned and operated by a corporation. 

Schedule C. — Choses in action, moneys, credits, and capital 
stocks. 

Schedule D. — Incomes. 

3. On business and other subjects, to wit, on wills and ad- 
ministrations, on deeds, on suits, on seals, on banks and trust 
and security companies, on insurance companies, on railroad 
and canal companies, on water or heat, light and power com- 
panies, on sleeping and dining car and similar companies, on 
express companies, on steamboat companies, and on telegraph 
and telephone companies. 

4. Licenses: 

Schedule A. — Merchants, etc. ( See more complete list under 
licenses in the general analysis below.) 

A. GENERAL PROPEETT TAXES. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All real 
estate and improvements, and all personal estate situ- 
ated within the commonwealth, and the moneys and 



credits of persons residing therein wherever situated, 
except as specially exempted, are to be taxed. 

(1) and (2) Real and personal property are not specially 
defined for purposes of taxation, but taxable classes are enu- 
merated In great detail. 

(3) E.xemptions in addition to public property are: Bonds 
of the state issued since 1882 ; road and bridge bonds, locally ; 
churches and parsonages; cemeteries, public and private, not 
conducted for profit ; property of educational institutions, hos- 
pitals, nunneries, and orphan and other asylums; property of 
the Virginia Historical Society, the Young Men's Christian 
Association and similar religious associations, the Association 
for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, the Confederate 
Memorial Literary Society, and the Mount Vernon Ladies' 
Association ; free libraries ; property devoted to charitable and 
benevolent purposes, when not run for profit; grain, tobacco, 
and other agricultural productions in the hands of the pro- 
ducer. 

Shares of stock In companies all of whose capital is taxed 
by the state and shares of companies which pay a franchise 
tax In the state, are exempt from taxation. 

h. Assessment. — There is but one assessment for the 
purpose of state and county taxation, and in cities and 
towns the assessment for municipal taxation is to be 
the same as that for the state. 

The general assessment of lands throughout the 
state is made every five years. Assessors are ap- 
pointed especially for this purpose in the counties and 
cities of the state and are required forthwith to assess 
the fair market value of each tract and lot of land and 
the improvements thereon and to note whether the 
owner is white or colored. 

The annual land book or list of the taxable real 
estate is made by the commissioners of the revenue in 
the several counties, cities, and districts, who ascertain 
to whom the real estate is chargeable with taxes as of 
February 1 of each year. The value of lands and lots 
as ascertained by the assessor is not to be changed ex- 
cept on account of improvements. Each commissioner 
takes with him the last land book and requires every 
person charged to swear to the correctness of the entry 
of his land and to state transfers and omissions, which 
information is verified by the records. Abstracts of 
grants, lists of deeds and lands devised, and judgments 
for partition or recovery of lands, are supplied the 
commissioner by clerks of court and registers of the 
land office. Tracts of land in counties and town lots 
are taxed separately. The commissioner is to assess 
the value or the increase in value of any building or 
inclosure of the value of $100 and upward not already 
assessed and is to reduce the valuation for similar de- 
crease in value. Where the owner of the land also 
owns the timber thereon the commissioner may deduct 
for any decrease in the value of the woodland due to 
the cutting of trees to a value of $200 or over. 

Personal property is assessed annually as of Feb- 
ruary 1 by the commissioners of the revenue in the sev- 
eral counties, districts, and cities. Every person must 
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fill out lists under oath of all his personal estate, 
moneys, credits, and capital, with the value thereof, 
under penalty of $30 to $1,000. The commissioner, 
upon his own view and upon information derived 
from sworn interrogatories answered by the taxpayer 
or the best information obtainable, is to assess a fair 
market valuation and to make up personal property 
books containing lists of persons and personal prop- 
erty, separate books being made up for white and 
colored persons, and on the assessments in these books 
the various levies are extended. 

Mineral lands and all improvements, fixtures and 
machinery thereon, are assessed annually by the com- 
missioners of revenue, or, at the instance of the state 
corporation commission, jointly by agents of that com- 
mission and the local commissioners of revenue. 

The surface of mineral land is assessed separately 
from the minerals, mineral waters, oil, and gas under 
the surface. 

Debts due by the taxpayer as principal debtor to 
others may be deducted only from the value of bonds, 
notes, and other evidences of debt assessable against 
taxpayers. 

The real estate owned by banks (including trust and se- 
curity companies) is assessed to tliem, but the shares of 
stock in these corporations are assessed to the stockholders at 
their market value, which is ascertained by adding together 
the capital, surplus, and undivided profits of each bank, less 
the value of real estate taxed to the bank. 

If title to the bank building and land Is In a holding com- 
pany, the amount to be deducted from the value of the bank 
shares Is ascertained by taking such proportion of the as- 
sessed value of said real estate as the stock the bank owns in 
the holding corporation bears to the whole issue of stock in 
such corporation. Stockholders may deduct debts not other- 
wise deducted from their taxable property, not including any 
money that may be due on account of the purchase of non- 
taxable securities ; provided such deductions do not exceed 10 
per cent of the total value of the shares. The shares are 
taxed at the same rate as other property. The bank Is re- 
quired to pay the tax on behalf of the stockholders. 

Certain quasi public corporations are assessed by the state 
corporation commission. 

The real and personal property of railroad and canal com- 
panies, other than their franchises, are assessed by the state 
corporation commission and, except rolling stock, are taxed in 
the same manner as other property for state and local pur- 
poses. No assessment is made of the franchises of any cor- 
poration of this class, but a tax of 1 per cent is imposed on the 
gross transportation receipts in lieu of all other franchise 
taxes. This tax accrues to the benefit of the state government. 
Each company is required to make an annual report of the 
matters necessary for the assessment. The penalty for failure 
to report is $100 to $250 per day. 

Railroads owned by mining, lumber, and like companies 
which transport passengers and freight for ijersons other 
than the owners are assessed by the state corporation com- 
mission ; all other property of such companies not used in 
operating the railroad is assessed by the commissioner of the 
revenue in the district or city where located. 

The clerk of the state corporation commission, after the 
assessment of these railroad and canal companies, furnishes to 
certain local officer.s in the towns, cities, school districts, and 



counties where the property is located a certified copy of the 
assessment made of such corporation property as is situated 
therein so that local taxes may be levied. 

The rolling stock of foreign corporations doing business In 
the state is assessed on the average amount of such property 
habitually used In the state. 

Any railroad the greater part of the mileage of which is 
operated by electricity Is deemed an electric railroad ; its 
rolling stock therefore does not come under the above pro- 
visions. 

Stocks, bonds, and securities of domestic companies in excess 
of their indebtedness, within or without the state, are, for the 
purposes of taxation, considered as at the principal office of the 
company in this state. 

When all of the capital of a joint-stock company is taxed by 
the state, the shares of individual shareholders are not further- 
taxed. 

Express companies, steamship and steamboat companies 
transporting passengers or freight, water or heat, light and 
power companies, and telegraph and telephone companies, are 
assessed by the state corporation commission on the basis of 
reports, similarly to railroads. In case of failure to report, the 
properties are assessed by the state corporation commission on 
the best information obtainable, and penalties Imposed. Copies 
of the assessments of property located in each town, city, 
school district, and county are furnished to the proper officials 
in each civil division where such property is situated for the 
purpose of local taxation. 

Telegraph and telephone companies are assessed on the basis 
of reports to the state corporation commission for line and 
wires located in the state. Property is assessed where located. 
A company failing to make a report is to be assessed at its 
real value, upon the best and most reliable information that 
can be procured. There is also a fine imposed of $500 to $2,500. 

Planted oysters are assessed as personal property by the 
inspectors of oysters annually on the 1st day of October. 

The assessors are compensated at the rate of $2 per day, and 
the commissioners of revenue by cormnissions and fees. But 
the board of supervisors of any county may increase the salary 
of assessors and assistant assessors by an amount not less than 
$1 nor more than $3, the increased per diem to be paid out of 
the county funds. The council of any city may increase the 
per diem of assessors and assistant assessors of said cities, the 
increase to be paid out of the city funds. 

c. Equalization. — There is no equalization, strictly 
interpreted, of any part of the assessment. But the 
assessors of counties and cities meet for consultation 
with a view to equalizing the assessment of lands in 
their respective counties, districts, and corporations. 

Persons feeling themselves aggrieved by any entry in 
the land book may, prior to February 1 of the second 
year after assessment, apply for relief to the circuit 
court of the county or corporation in which the land 
lies. Personal property assessments may be corrected 
in a similar manner. In these actions the attorney for 
the commonwealth defends the assessment. The court 
may order the assessment corrected and the money re- 
funded or the treasurer restrained from collecting. 

Redress from erroneous assessments of county and 
of city taxes is to be had in the circuit court of a 
county or corporation court of a city. 

Any railroad or canal company, water or heat, light and 
power company, express or transportation company, steam- 
ship, steamboat, or car company, or any steam ferry com- 
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pany, telegraph or telephone company, or sleeping car, or 
other similar companies, aggrieved by the assessment by the 
state corporation commission may apply for redress to the cir- 
cuit court of the city of Richmond. Notice of the application 
is to be given the state corporation commission and the attor- 
ney for the commonwealth for the city of Richmond defends 
the assessment. 

2. Rate— 

The annual state rate on real estate and tangible 
personal property is fixed by statute at 20 cents on 
every $100 of assessed value for the support of the 
state government, 10 cents for the support of public 
free schools, and 5 cents for the payment of pensions ; 
on intangible personal property the rate is 25 cents for 
the support of the state government and 10 cents for 
the support of public free schools. 

3. Collection — 

State, county, and city taxes are collected by the 
county and city treasurers. 

Taxes are due and payable on July 1, and the treas- 
urer attends in each magisterial district by appoint- 
ment to receive them. After December 1 it is his duty 
to call for taxes that remain unpaid and to collect 
them by distress of goods and chattels or garnish- 
ment, adding thereto a penalty of 5 per cent ; he may 
rent out real estate or may sell timber or wood land 
and if there is found no property liable to distress, he 
is to return lists of delinquent taxes, which are then 
enforced by sale of lands. The lien of the state on 
land for taxes is paramount to that of the counties, 
cities, and towns, and all liens attach December 15 in 
the year in which the taxes are assessed. 

Taxes on oysters are collected by the oyster inspectors. 

Collection officers are paid for their services commissions 
similar to those allowed the commissioners of the revenue for 
assessing the taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

All male persons, white and colored, over the age of 
21, except those pensioned by the state for military 
services, pay a capitation tax of $1.50, of which $1 
is for public free school purposes and 50 cents is paid 
into the county or city treasury in which it was col- 
lected. The tax is a lien upon real estate owned by 
the person assessed, and if the tax is not paid before 
the expiration of three years the land may be sold. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

When any estate within the state of any decedent 
passes, by will or descent, to any other person or for 
any other use than to or for the use of the grand- 
father, grandmother, father, mother, husband, wife, 
brother, sister, or lineal descendant of such decedent, 
the estate so passing is subject to a tax of 5 per cent. 
Exemptions are all property to be used exclusively for 
state, county, municipal, benevolent, charitable, edu- 
cational, and religious purposes. This tax is for the 
use of the state and is to be paid to the auditor of 



public accounts by the county treasurer who retains a 
commission of 5 per cent. This tax is due and pay- 
able one year after decedent's death. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The ad valorem taxation of public service corporations Is 
treated under State revenues, 1, above. 

License taxes imposed upon coiporations as such are treated 
imder Business taxes, licenses, and fees, E, following. 

In addition to the general property tax, railroad and canal 
companies pay a state tax of 1 per cent per annum upon the 
gross transportation receipts within the state ascertained by 
finding the average gross transportation receipts per mile, 
allowance being made for any excess of value of the terminal 
facilities located in another state over those located In this 
state. Water or heat, light, and power companies doing busi- 
ness in this state, in addition to the general property tax, 
pay an annual state franchise tax equal to one half of 1 per 
cent of their gross receipts for the privilege of doing business 
In the state. 

Each and every sleeping car, parlor car, and dining car com- 
pany operating a mileage and doing business within this state 
pays a license tax of $2 for each and every mile of track over 
which it operates its cars in this state. 

Every corporation, joint-stock company, or association 
formed under laws of this state, except railway, canal, light, 
heat, and power companies, gas and water companies, insur- 
ance, banking, and security companies, and telephone compa- 
nies, having an authorized maximum capital stock of $5,000 or 
less, shall, in addition to the charter fee, tax on property, and 
on income or receipts, and license tax and registration fee pre- 
scribed by law, pay an annual state franchise tax as follows : 
$25,000 and under, $10; over $25,000 and up to $50,000, $20; 
over $50,000 and up to $100,000, $40 ; over $100,000 and up to 
$300,000, $60; over $300,000 and up to $500,000, $100; over 
$500,000 and up to $1,000,000, $200; over $1,000,000, $200, and 
$10 for each $100,000 in excess thereof. 

Steamship companies and car and transportation companies, 
except express, pay an annual license tax of one-half of 1 
per cent on the gross receipts of such company In addition to 
the general property and other taxes to which they are subject. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

A large number of license taxes are levied annually 
for state purposes. 

Merchants pay license taxes for the privilege of transacting 
business in the state to be graduated by the amount of pur- 
chases during the period for which the license is granted, being 
the next preceding 12 months, reported under oath to the com- 
missioner of the revenue: Purchases up to $1,000, $5; over 
$1,000 and up to $2,000, $10; over $2,000 and up to $50,000, 
$10 and 30 cents on each $100 over $2,000 ; over $50,000, $154 
and 10 cents on each $100 In excess of $50,000. 

Railroad companies which sell mineral or forest products not 
from their own mines or lands are taxed as other merchants. 

Privilege and license taxes on corporations (annual) : Each 
and every express company operating a mileage in this state 
shall pay, in addition to the general property tax, a license 
tax of $6 for every mile so operated within this state. (This 
is in lieu of all other state taxation, except property tax and 
registration fee. This tax is paid into state treasury.) Tele- 
graph companies pay a license tax of $2 per mile of poles or 
conduits owned or operated in the state; also 2 per cent of 
gross receipts on state business. Telephone companies, license 
tax, when the gross receipts from business In the state do not 
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exceed $50,000, and when the number of miles of poles do not 
exceed 400, and the majority of the stock or other property of 
such company is not owned or controlled by another telephone 
or telegraph company whose receipts exceed $50,000, 1 per 
cent of the gross receipts from business done within this state 
during the year ending the 30th day of June preceding ; when 
the gross receipts are over $50,000 or more than 400 miles of 
pole line is operated or a majority of the stock or other prop- 
erty is owned or controlled by any other telephone or tele- 
graph company whose receipts exceed $50,000, 1 per cent on 
such receipts up to $50,000, and 2 per cent on the excess of re- 
ceipts over $50,000, and in addition $2 per mile of line of poles 
or conduits owned or operated by such company in the state. 
Local mutual companies, which do not charge others for trans- 
mitting messages and which are not organized for profit and 
do not pay dividends, shall be exempt from this tax. 

Building and loan association. — Specific license tax, where 
capital is not over $25,000, $75; $25,000 to $50,000, $110; 
$50,000 to $100,000, $150; $100,000 to $150,000, $185; $150,000 
to $200,000, $225; $200,000 to $350,000, $265; $350,000 to 
$400,000, $375; in excess of $400,000, $375 and an additional 
sum of 50 cents for each $1,000 in excess. Nonresident com- 
panies pay the license tax upon capital invested in this state. 
On companies doing business on the purely mutual plan, con- 
fining their business to the city or county where organized, the 
tax is $50, to be levied only where the principal oflice of the 
company is located. Shares of stock issued by any building 
and loan association which has paid the license tax are not 
taxable. 

Insurance companies, surety companies, and every guaranty, 
accident, plate glass, steam boiler, assessment, security, ma- 
rine. United Brethren, live stock, travelers' company, and all 
like companies, in addition to the general property tax, pay 
a specific license tax of $200 for the privilege of doing business 
in the state. In addition, a tax of If per cent upon the gross 
amount of all assessments, premiums, dues, and fees derived 
from business in the state on policies, contracts, or agreements 
for fire, marine, surety, guaranty, fidelity, employer's liability, 
credit, accident, plate glass, tornado, automatic sprinkler, 
burglary, steam boiler, and all like insurance, and a tax of 
lA per cent on policies, contracts, or agreements for life, mu- 
tual aid, mutual benefit, sick benefit, United Brethren, health, 
assessment, live stock, and all like insurance. Fire insurance 
companies doing business wholly within the state on a mutual 
basis, not designed to accumulate profits nor pay dividends, 
and legal reserve life insurance companies, whose entire 
premium income upon all of its business does not exceed 
$500,000, pay a tax of 1 per cent upon the gross amount of 
their premiums, etc. Fire insurance companies doing business 
on the legal reserve (not mutual) plan, whose gross premium 
receipts did not exceed $100,000 during the preceding year, 
pay li per cent upon the gross amount of premiums, etc., col- 
lected. Fire insurance companies chartered in the state not 
designed to accumulate profits or pay dividends, and doing 
business upon the purely mutual plan, doing business in not 
more than four counties in the state or in more than four con- 
tiguous counties, provided the population does not exceed 
100,000 inhabitants, are exempt from this tax. 

Commission merchants, $50; when commissions exceed 
$1,000, $60 ; for each $1,000 in excess of $2,000, $10 extra ; also, 
in addition, the amount paid by liquor merchants and stock 
brokers, if dealing in those lines. 

Peddlers — on foot, $250 ; otherwise, $500 ; lightning rod ped- 
dlers, $200; lightning rod merchants, $25, and $10 additional 
for each county in which business is transacted, other than 
that in which first licensed; peddlers of milk, butter, eggs, 
poultry, fish, oysters, game, fruit, and farm products not pro- 
duced by them, $50 for each vehicle used ; peddlers of coal 



and wood in cities of more than 40,000 inhabitants, $50 for 
each wagon used ; peddlers of pianos and organs, $10 for each 
man engaged in selling; sale of patent rights, except by the 
patentee, $25. Agents — land agents, $10 and one-eighth of 1 
per cent on amount of sales; if in a town of 2,000 to 3,000 
inhabitants, $10 additional ; 3,000 to 4,000, $20 ; 4,000 to 5,000, 
$30; over 5,000, $40 additional; book agents, $10. Auction 
sales — general auctioneers, $50 and if the place of business is 
in a city of over 5,000 inhabitants, $2 additional per 1,000 in- 
habitants above that number; but not to exceed $130, also 
an additional sum of one-fourth of 1 per cent of sales per 
year; if selling liquors, one-half of 1 per cent of the amount 
of such sales in addition ; real estate auctioneers, $50 ; if in a 
city of 5,000 inhabitants or under, $75 ; 5,000 to 20,000, $100 ; 
over 20,000, $125; tobacco auctioneers, $25; in cities, $50; in 
incorporated towns where during the previous year 5,000,000 
pounds or more of tobacco were sold, $50; in case the sales 
amounted to less than 1,000,000 pounds, $10. Junk dealers, 
$50; canvassing for junk dealers, $25; retailers of tobacco, 
$5; common crier, $5; ship broker, $50; brokers dealing in 
options or futures, $200 ; stock brokers, $100 ; in cities of 5,000 
to 10,000 inhabitants, $150, and in cities over 10,000, $250 for 
each office. Private bankers, capital $5,000 or under, $50; 
$5,000 to $10,000, $100; $10,000 to $20,000, $150; $20,000 to 
$30,000, $250; and $5 for each $1,000 over $30,000. Pawn- 
brokers, $250; lending money on household goods, furniture, 
etc., and insurance brokers, $100. Mercantile agencies, $250; 
undertakers, $25 (in towns and counties, $5) ; barbers 50 cents 
for each chair in excess of one, and $1 for one bathtub and 50 
cents for each additional tub. Contractors, if gross amount 
of all orders or contracts aggregate $5,000, $5; $5,000 to 
$10,000, $10; $10,000 to $20,000, $15; $20,000 to $50,000, $20; 
$50,000 to $100,000, $50; $100,000 to $150,000, $100; over 
$150,000, $150. Architects, $25 (if income is less than $500, 
$10). Private entertainment house, $5, and an additional 5 
per cent of the annual rental value of the house and furniture ; 
eating houses, $25, and in addition 8 per cent of rental value 
between $100 and $1,000 ; and 5 per cent additional where 
rental value exceeds $1,000. Bowling saloons, $25, and $10 for 
each alley over one; if at watering place, 4 months or less, 
$12.50 for first, $5 for each additional alley; billiard saloons, 
$50, and $25 additional for each table over one; if in town of 
less than 1,000 inhabitants, $25 for first and $12.50 for each 
additional table; and if at watering place, 4 months or less, 
$25 for first and $12.50 for each additional ; bagatelle saloon, 
$10, and $5 for each table over one. 

Theaters, each performance, $3, or by week, $10 (in towns of 
less than 4,000 inhabitants, $1.50 for each performance, or $5 a 
week) ; for moving picture show and the like, where price of 
admission does not exceed 10 cents, $3 per week or $60 for one 
year; in towns of less than 2,000 inhabitants, $1 per day, $2 
per week, $10 per year; shows, circuses and menageries — in 
towns of 1,000 inhabitants or less, for each performance, cir- 
cus, $50; animal show, $10; side show, $5; In towns of 1,000 
to 10,000 inhabitants, circus, $200; animal show, $20; side 
show, $10; in towns of 10,000 inhabitants or more, circus, 
$400 ; animal show, $25 ; side show, $15 ; but when above per- 
formances are given within the grounds of an agricultural 
fair, no license need be paid ; carnivals or circuses giving per- 
formances outside the inclosure of an agricultural fair, the 
week before, during the week, or the week after such fair 
shall pay the sum of $250 for each performance; merry-go- 
rounds, $10 for each county or city where operated; public 
rooms, $20, in towns of 2,000 or more inhabitants; skating 
rinks, $5 to $10 per quarter ; permanent amusement parks have 
the option of paying a tax of $400 for four months, $600 for 
eight months, or $800 for one year, in lieu of the foregoing 
taxes on amusements. 
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Attorneys at law — licensed less than five years, $15 ; licensed 
over five years, $25 (provided that no attorney whose receipts 
are less than $500 per annum need pay over $15). Physicians, 
surgeons, and dentists— licensed for less than five years, $10; 
licensed over five years, $15; in cities over 5,000 inhabitants, 
$25 (provided that when receipts are less than $500 per an- 
num license tax is $10). Veterinary surgeons, $10. Vendors 
of medicines, etc., $25. Daguerrean and photograph artists 
and their agents, in a county or in towns of less than 2,000 
inhabitants, $10; cities 2,000 to 10,000, $30; 10,000 to 20,000, 
$40; over 20,000, $50; for each additional county or city, 
other than the regular place of business, $5. Stallions and 
jackasses for letting to mares, $10; bulls, $2.50. Agents for 
renting houses in cities of over $5,000, $30 ; in towns less than 
5,000 inhabitants, or in any one county, $10; labor agents. 
$25. Laundries, other than hand — in cities, $25; in counties 
and towns, $5 ; hand laundries, cities, $10 ; towns, $2.50. Stor- 
age and impounding house, $25; city of 5,000 inhabitants or 
over, $50; yards ajad wagon yards, $10 (only in cases where 
compensation of owner is more than $50 per year). Livery 
stables, in towns of less than 2,000 inhabitants, $15, and 50 
cents for each stall in excess of 25 ; cities over 2,000 inhabit- 
ants, $25, and 50 cents for every stall therein ; at watering 
places, one-half of above amounts; hack drivers, $10; in 
towns of not more than 1,000 inhabitants, $2.50 ; boarding and 
feed stables, $5 in towns of less than 2,000 inhabitants; $10 
in cities of over 2,000; baggage wagon in cities of over 2,000 
inhabitants, for each one-horse conveyance, $2.50 ; for each 
two-horse conveyance, $5. 

Sewing machine agents, $200 for manufacturers and $5 for 
each representative more than one. Agents for the sale of 
manufactured Implements or machines by retail, other than 
sewing machines, one county or city, $15 ; in each additional 
county or city, $10 ; persons paying a tax of not less than $30 
to the state on capital employed in the manufacture of the 
implements mentioned are exempt; peddlers of manufactured 
implements and machines, other than sewing machines, $200, 
and $100 more for each additional county; peddlers of cook 
stoves, ranges, and clocks, $500, and $300 more for each ad- 
ditional county or city. 

Slot machines (in which the element of chance does not 
enter), $10; for sale of agricultural products or cigars, $3; this 
tax does not apply to slot machines used at the place of 
business of any merchant who has paid his regular license, to 
pay telephones, nor to slot machines used for the purpose of 
selling sanitary drinking cups; dealers in pistols, dirks, or 
bowie knives, $20; gypsies who receive rewards for fortune 
telling, $200 for each county which they enter. 

Liquor license. — To an organized social club having 30 
members or more, $2 per member, but in no case to exceed the 
retail liquor license. Druggists pay a retail license to sell 
liquors, except that no license shall be required for liquor used 
in compounding medicines. Wholesale, all kinds, $1,250; 
malt liquor, wholesale only, $500 ; malt liquor, bar license, $250 ; 
retail, ardent spirits, $550; retail, watering place, $100; retail 
and shippers' license, $1,000 ; sample liquor merchant and each 
agent, $500; manufacture, mashing, and distilling less than 
10 bushels per day, $60; 10 to 20 bushels, $150; 20 to 30 
bushels, $300; 30 to 45 bushels, $400; 45 to 75 bushels, $500; 
75 to 100 bushels, $700; 100 to 150 bushels, $900; 150 to 20O 
bushels, $1,000; 200 to 250 bushels, $1,200; 250 to 300 bushels, 
$1,400 ; and for each 100 bushels in excess of 300 at the rate of 
$600 for each 100 bushels so mashed per day. Manufacture of 
alcoholic liquors by direct fermentation and distillation from 
pomace or from cider or fruits, where the distillery is run 
less than three months, $25; three to six months, $30; more 
than six months, $75; manufacturing malt liquors, $500. 



Manufacturers of cider with addition of preservatives, $100 ; 
retail cider, other than pure juice of the apple, $100 (if con- 
taining alcohol, spirits, wine, etc., the same licenses apply as 
for ardent spirits) ; rectifier of spirits, $750. 

Selling soft drinks from soda fountain, towns and cities of 
less than 2,000 inhabitants, $2.50 for each fountain; towns and 
cities of over 2,000, $5 for each fountain ; manufacturers of soft 
drinks at a place other than a soda fountain, $15. 

Dealers in motor vehicles, $50 ; automobile license, 20 horse- 
power or less, $5; 20 to 45 horsepower, $10; over 45 horse- 
power, $20 ; motorcycle, $2. Chauffeur's license, $2.50 ; garage, 
in towns of less than 2,000 inhabitants, $15, and 50 cents for 
the storage capacity of each vehicle over five ; in towns of 2,000 
or more inhabitants, $25, and 50 cents for the storage capacity 
of each vehicle over five ; in cities, $100, and $1 for the storage 
capacity of each vehicle over five. 

Buying oysters for marketing, in barrels — less than 100 bar- 
rels, $2; lOO to 250 barrels, $4; 250 to 500 barrels, $5; 500 
barrels and over, $7. For shucking or packing oysters — less 
than 1,000 gallons, $1.50 ; 1,000 to 10,000 gallons, $5 ; 10,000 to 
25,000 gallons, $10; 25,000 to 50,000 gallons, $20; 50,000 to 
100,000 gallons, $30; 100,000 to 200,000 gallons, $50; over 
200,000, $100. Oyster tongers pay $2, but if using patent tongs, 
for each pair, $5. Oyster dredges, in certain waters, for boats 
30 feet long and under, $5; over 30 feet long and under 5 
tons, $7; for every gross ton estimated at 25 bushels ca- 
pacity, $2. 

Hunter's license, nonresidents, $10. 

License to catch crabs, ordinary boat, $2; sailboat, $5; 
power boat, $25; picking or crating house, $10; canning or 
packing house, $25; for each boat used in buying crabs or for 
each person or firm engaged in marketing hard crabs by bar- 
rel or crate, $5. 

License to fish. — Bach sail vessel with purse net of not 
more than 400 meshes deep, $5 ; more than 400 meshes deep, 
$25 ; each steam vessel with purse net, $100 ; each pound net, 
$3 ; other small nets, $1 ; haul seine, $3 ; drift haul seine, $20 ; 
haul seine operated by steam power, $50 ; sturgeon gill net, $3 ; 
sturgeon haul seine, $25 ; nonresident catching bluefish by hand 
line, for market or profit, $2. 

License for buying, marketing, or shipping scallops or 
clams, less than 20,000 scallops or clams, $2 ; 20,000 to 50,000, 
$5; 50,000 to 100,000, $10; over 100,000, $20. 

Domestic corporations, other than public service corpora- 
tions, pay fees for granting or extending charter where the 
authorized capital stock is $50,000 or under, $10; $50,000 to 
$3,000,000, 20 cents for each $1,000 thereof ; $3,000,000 or over, 
$600. Mutual organizations with no capital stock but not 
strictly benevolent institutions, $25. 

Domestic public service corporations, fees graduated accord- 
ing to capital stock, from $25 on a capital stock of $5,000 or 
less, to $5,000 on a capital stock of over $90,000,000. 

Foreign corporations, fees for certificate of authority to do 
business, graduated according to capital stock, from $30 on 
$50,000, or less, to $5,000 on over $90,000,000. Foreign cor- 
porations without capital stock, $50. 

Fees for registration: Every domestic (other than purely 
charitable) and every foreign corporation doing business in 
this state shall pay an annual registration fee, graduated ac- 
cording to capital stock, from $5 on $15,000 or less, to $25 on 
over $300,000. 

Examination of banks: A fee for examination, graduated 
according to the capital, surplus, and undivided profits, rang- 
ing from $35 on $100,000 or less, to $155 on over $500,000. 

Inspection of stock and poultry food, $20 annually. Cer- 
tificate of examination : Doctor, $25 ; dentist, $2. Registra- 
tion fee: Doctor, $1; pharmacist, or assistant, $5 and an an- 
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nual fee of $1 ; pharmacist's apprentice, an annual fee of 50 
cents; dentist, $1. 

Tlie probate of every will or grant of administration, wtiere 
the legal situs of estate for taxation is in the state, of estates 
of $1,000 or less, is taxed $1; every additional $100, 10 cents 
additional. 

On every recorded deed and every contract relating to real 
estate and personal property recorded where the consideration 
is not more than $300, 50 cents ; consideration or value of 
property $300 to $1,000, $1; over $1,000, per $100, 10 cents 
additional. Deed of release, 50 cents. Deeds of trust and 
mortgage are taxed on the amount of the obligation secured; 
railroad mortgages and those of other internal improvement 
companies are taxed upon such proportion of the consideration 
as the portion of the line, property, and works of such com- 
pany in this state bears to the whole property conveyed by 
deed. Deeds of partition and deeds of release, 50 cents. 

On contracts or agreements relating to the sale of rolling 
stock or equipment of a railroad corporation, 10 cents on every 
$100 or fraction thereof of the amount contracted for. But 
in case of a railroad lying only partly in the state, the tax is 
on that proportion of the amount contracted for as the Vir- 
ginia mileage bears to the total mileage of the corporation. 

Upon any original suit, except a suit in chancery, in a cir- 
cuit or corporation court, or removed thereto from the justice's 
court, where amount does not exceed $500, there is a tax of 
$1 ; when debt or demand for damages exceeds $500, the addi- 
tional tax per $100 is 10 cents. 

Upon every appeal, writ of error, or supersedeas in a circuit 
court there shall be a tax of $3 ; in the supreme court of 
appeals the tax is $6 ; and the nonpayment of these taxes for 
30 days from granting the appeal is cause for dismissal. 

Upon every chancery suit originating in a corporation or 
circuit court the tax is $1.50. 

Upon every writ of mandamus the tax is $3. 

The payment of these taxes is a condition precedent to the 
issuing of any writ or docket, recording deeds or wills, or to 
granting letters of administration. The clerks receive a com- 
mission of 5 per cent for collection. 

On the seal of the state a tax of $2 is charged ; on seals of 
courts and notaries, $1. Collected by sale of adhesive stamps 
through county and city treasurers and county clerks who 
receive a commission of 5 per cent. 

r. THE INCOME TAX. 

Incomes in excess of $2,000, whether received or merely 
due within the year preceding the 1st of February, are to be 
ascertained by the commissioner of the revenue. " Income " 
includes all rents, salaries, interest upon notes, stocks, bonds, 
or other evidences of debt, of the United States or any other 
state, corporation, firm, or individual, less the interest due 
and paid by the owner during the year; the amount of all 
premiums on gold, silver, or coupons; the amount of sales of 
live stock and meat of all kinds, less the value thereof at the 
time of assessment of same ; the amount of sales of wood, but- 
ter, cheese, hay, tobacco, grain, or other vegetables and agri- 
cultural productions grown or produced by said person ; all 
other gains and profits derived from any source whatever. 

" Deductions " from income, in addition to the sum of 
$2,000, are : All losses sustained during the year ; all sums 
actually paid for labor, fences, taxes, and rents ; all fertilizers 
and all clover or other seed purchased and used by any person 
who cultivates land ; and provided further, that only one de- 
duction of $2,000 is to be made from the aggregate income of 
any family, except that guardians may make a separate deduc- 
tion of $2,000 in favor of each ward out of the income coming 
to said ward. 

This tax is at the rate of 1 per cent and is collected as the 
general property tax. 



County Rbvenites. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are, in general, the same for county as for 
state purposes. 

When bonds are issued for the purpose of building 
or improving roads or bridges the county is empow- 
ered to exempt the bonds from local taxation. When 
so exempted from local taxation the bonds are assess- 
able for taxation by the state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the board of supervisors; but 
for roads it is not to exceed 40 cents upon every $100, 
nor for schools, 40 cents. 

The board of supervisors may also levy a district 
tax of not to exceed 40 cents on the $100 for roads, and 
the same for schools. 

Counties may secure state aid to the extent of one- 
half the cost of highways to be laid out under the 
supervision of the state highway commissioner. 

Counties may levy up to a rate of 90 cents on prop- 
erty in any magisterial district to provide a sinking 
fund for the payment of maturing county bonds issued 
for road improvement in that district. 

3. Collection — 

In the same manner as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The general assembly may authorize the board of 
supervisors of any county to levy a capitation tax 
not to exceed $1 on all male persons over 21 years of 
age. Fifty cents of the state poll tax is paid into the 
county treasury where collected. 

C, D, AND E. THE INHERITANCE TAX, CORPORATION TAXES, 
AND BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

There are no such taxes or licenses for county 
purposes excej)t that dogs are taxed at 50 cents for 
one male or spayed female and $1 for an unspayed 
female. This tax is kept in a fund from which owners 
whose sheep have been killed by dogs are remunerated, 
but any excess not needed for the above use may be 
applied to any other use. This tax is included on the 
personal property tax bill of the owner. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

The counties do not share in the income tax. 
Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment are the 
same for municipal as for state taxation. 
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2. Rate^ 

The council levies so much as is, in its opinion, 
necessary to meet all sums chargeable to the town or 
city. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

One-third of the state poll tax is paid into the city 
treasury, when collected therein; the general assembly 
may authorize the city council to levy an additional 
capitation tax of not to exceed $1, which can be ap- 
plied to any use, as they shall determine. 

C, D, E, AND F. THE INHERITANCE TAX, CORPORATION 
TAXES, BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES AND EEES, AND THE 
INCOME TAX. 

Municipalities do not share in, these taxes. 
School Revenues. 

The schools are administered according to school dis- 
tricts, which are subdivisions of the cities and counties. 

State school funds. — The state funds applicable to 
public free school purposes are apportioned to the 
counties and cities of the state separately. These funds 
embrace the annual interest on the literary fund, con- 
sisting of the proceeds of the sale of public lands 
donated by Congress, escheated property, fines, etc.; 
that portion of the capitation tax provided for in the 
constitution to be paid into the state treasury and not 
returnable to the counties; and a tax on property of 



not more than 50 cents on $100. These funds are ap- 
plied exclusively to the maintenance of primary and 
grammar schools. 

County school levy. — The board of supervisors levies 
upon property in the county for county school pur- 
poses a tax of not less than 10 nor more than 40 cents 
on $100. 

District school levy. — The board of supervisors of 
the county levies a tax for district school purposes not 
to exceed 40 cents on $100 of assessed value therein. 

County and district levy may be increased, on vote 
of electors, to 50 cents. The district revenues are aug- 
mented by such dog tax as may be applied to school 
purposes by the board of supervisors, or donations or 
the income arising therefrom or any other funds that 
may be set apart for district school purposes. School 
districts may issue bonds for building construction, 
which bonds shall not exceed 17 per cent of the as- 
sessed value of the property in the district and shall be 
a lien on the school buildings to be erected. The in- 
terest on the bonds are to be paid out of the tax levies 
of the districts, and a certain sum shall be set aside 
annually as a sinking fund to be established for the 
purpose of meeting the principal when it matures. 

County school boards if in possession of funds de- 
rived by gifts or devise may loan sums under $1,000 
to school districts, apportioned according to school 
population, for the construction of school buildings. 

Municipal levies. — The council may raise, by prop- 
erty and capitation taxes, which are not to exceed 
50 cents on the $100 nor $1 per poll, moneys for the 
support of public schools within the municipality. 



WASHINGTON.^ 



Washington depends almost entirely upon the gen- 
eral property tax for state, county, and municipal 
revenues. There are, however, municipal poll taxes, 
for streets and roads, and an inheritance tax on both 
lineal and collateral transfers. No special corporation 
taxes are levied, except a small one on franchises and 
one on insurance premiums. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ABTICLE VII. 

Sec. 1. All property in the state, not exempt under the 
laws of the United States, or under this constitution, shall be 
taxed In proportion to its value, to be ascertained as pro- 
vided by law. The legislature shall provide by law for an 
annual tax sufficient, with other sources of revenue, to defray 

'This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Pierce's Code, a compilation of all the laws in force in the 
state of Washington, including the regular and extraordinary 
session of 1901 ; compiled by Frank Pierce : Seattle, Wash., 1902. 

The session Laws to 1913. 

Remington and Ballinger, Annotated Codes and Pierce's 
Washington Code, Annotated, 1912. 

Statutes of Washington, 1910. 



the estimated ordinary expenses of the state for each fiscal 
year. And for the purpose of paying the state debt, if there be 
any, the legislature shall provide for levying a tax annually 
sufficient to pay the annual interest and principal of such debt 
vrithin 20 years from the final passage of the law creating the 
debt. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation on all property in the 
state, according to its value in money, and shall prescribe 
such regulations by general law as shall secure a just valua- 
tion for taxation of all property, so that every person and cor- 
poration shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, 
her, or its property : Provided, That a deduction of debts from 
credits may be authorized : Provided, further. That the prop- 
erty of the United States, and of the state, counties, school 
districts, and other municipal corporations, and such other 
property as the legislature may by general laws provide, shall 
be exempt from taxation : And provided, further, That the 
legislature shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to 
exempt personal property to the amount of $300 for each 
head of a family liable to assessment and taxation under the 
provisions of the laws of this state of which the individual is 
the actual and bona fide owner. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by general law for 
the assessing and levying of taxes on all corporation property 
as near as may be by the same methods as are provided for 
the assessing and levying of taxes on individual property. 
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Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corporate prop- 
erty shall not be surrendered, or suspended by any contract 
or grant to which the state shall be a party. 

Sec. 5. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law; 
and every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object 
of the same, to which only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. All taxes levied and collected for state purposes 
shall be paid in money only into the state treasury. 

Sec. 7. An accurate statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public moneys shall be published annually in 
such manner as the legislature may provide. 

Sec. 8. Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall 
exceed the income, the legislature may provide for levying a 
tax for the ensuing fiscal year, sufficient, with other sources 
of income, to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated ex- 
penses of the ensuing fiscal year. 

Sec. 9. The legislature may vest the corporate authorities 
of cities, towns, and villages with power to make local im- 
provements by special assessment, or by special taxation of 
property benefited. For all corporate purposes, all municipal 
corporations may be vested with authority to assess and 
collect taxes, and such taxes shall be uniform in respect to 
persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body levy- 
ing the same. 

ABTICLE XI. 

Sec. 9. No county, nor the inhabitants thereof, nor the prop- 
erty therein, shall be released or discharged from its or their 
proportionate share of taxes to be levied for state purposes, 
nor shall commutation for such taxes be authorized In any 
form whatever. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall have no power to impose taxes 
upon counties, cities, towns, or other municipal corporations, 
or upon the inhabitants or property *:hereof, for county, city, 
town, or other municipal purposes, but may by general laws 
vest in the corporate authorities thereof the power to assess 
and collect taxes for such purposes. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 28. This section prohibits the legislature from enacting 
any special or private laws for assessment or collection of 
taxes or for extending the time for collection thereof. 

article XXVI. 

This article provides that lands belonging to citizens of the 
United States residing without the limits of the state shall 
never be taxed at a higher rate than the lands belonging to 
residents thereof, and that Indians owning lands in severalty 
are to be taxed unless their land is exempted by grant 

omcERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The township assessor, elected for one year. 

(2) The county assessor, elected for two years. 

(3) The county treasurer, elected for two years, who is 
also the collector of all taxes, whether levied for state, county, 
school or any other purposes. 

(4) The county auditor, elected for two years. 

(5) County board of equalization, composed of the three 
county commissioners (elected biennially), the county assessor, 
and the county treasurer. 

(6) State board of equalization, composed of the state 
auditor, the commissioner of public lands, and the three 
members of the state tax commission. 



(7) State board of tax commissioners, composed of three 
members appointed by the governor for a term of four years, 
exercises general supervision over all taxation and assesses 
the operating property of railroads and telegraph companies, 
car companies, and express companies ; also takes charge of 
and superintends the enforcement of the inheritance tax 
laws, and the collection of the taxes provided for therein. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

cb. The property exchided and exempt. — ^All prop- 
erty now existing or that is created or brought into the 
state is subject to taxation, except as expressly ex- 
empted. 

(1) Realty, for the purposes of taxation, includes the land 
and all structures and fixtures thereon and rights and privi- 
leges appertaining thereto, quarries, and fossils in and 
under the land. The operating property, except rolling stock 
and other movable property, belonging to railroad companies, 
except street railroads. 

(2) Personalty, for the purpose of taxation, includes all 
goods, chattels, stocks or estates; all improvements upon lands 
the fee of which is still vested in the state or the United 
States, or in any railroad company. 

Leases of real property and leasehold interests therein for 
a term less than the life of the holder shall be held to be 
personal property. The rolling stock and movable property of 
railroads and all the operating property of street railroads Is 
assessed and taxed as personal property. 

Standing timber owned separately from the ownership of 
the land shall be held to be personal property; also fish trap, 
pound net, reef net, set net, and drag seine fishing locations. 

Mortgages, notes, accounts, moneys, certificates of deposit, 
tax certificates, judgments, state, county, municipal, and school 
district bonds and warrants are not considered as property 
subject to taxation, and no deduction is allowed on account of 
an indebtedness owed. 

Gas and water mains laid in roads, streets, and alleys shall 
be held to be personal property. 

Ships registered in any United States customhouse in the 
state and used exclusively in trade with other states and 
countries are not deemed property within the state nor sub- 
ject to taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Ceme- 
teries ; churches whose seats are free and the grounds thereof 
used exclusively for church purposes not exceeding 120 by 200 
feet; property of Young Men's Christian Associations; free 
public libraries; parsonages on church grounds; schools and 
colleges with real estate not over 10 acres, supported in whole 
or in part by gifts, endowments or charity, the income of 
which is devoted to the purposes of such institution, and 
which are open to all persons upon equal terms; personal 
property of heads of families up to $300; fire engines, im- 
plements, and buildings of fire companies; fruit trees not 
nursery stock and not forest trees artificially grown ; all ships, 
vessels, and boats in actual construction and material actually 
set apart for the construction of same; orphanages, orphan 
asylums, institutions for the reformation of fallen women, 
homes for the aged and infirm, and hospitals for the care of 
the sick. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, county, and municipal 
taxes, the county being the unit, and the assessment is 
made with reference to March 1. 
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Real property is assessed biennially in the even-num- 
bered years, the list and valuation being made by the 
assessor, but corrections are made annually. Per- 
sonalty is assessed annually on the basis of a detailed 
list made by the taxpayer under oath. The assessor, 
however, fixes the " true and fair " value, which is that 
which the property would bring at private sale. The 
penalty for failure to furnish a list or for a false list 
is $10 to $2,000. 

The county assessors meet annually with the state board of 
tax commissioners to confer upon means of improving the 
method of assessing property. 

PubUc lands not being devoted to the public use, benefited by 
local improvements, may be assessed and taxed therefor, the 
same as other property. 

The ve-cl and personal property of corporations are by the 
constitution to be assessed as that of individuals. 

The assessment of the operating property of all railroad 
companies is made by the state board of tax commissioners on 
the basis of sworn statements furnished by the ofBcers of the 
railroad companies and its own investigations. On the com- 
pletion of the equalization of railroad property by the state 
board of equalization the tax commissioners apportion the 
value of such property to the counties in such proportion as 
the length of the line in each county bears to the entire length 
of line within the state. 

The property of telegraph companies within the state is 
assessed by the state board of tax commissioners and is 
assessed and taxed as personal property at the capital of the 
state. On the completion of the equalization by the state 
board of equalization the tax commissioners apportion the 
value of the properties of such telegraph companies to the 
counties through which the lines thereof extend in the pro- 
portion which the length of the line in each county bears to 
the entire length of line within the state computed on a wire 
mileage basis. The county auditor in like manner distributes 
the value so certified by the state tax commissioners to the 
several cities, towns, road districts, and other taxing districts 
in 'his county entitled to a proportionate value thereof. 

Telephone companies are assessed under the general property 
tax, on the basis of sworn statements furnished by them. 

Lumber and saw logs are assessed in the district where they 
are situated on the 1st of March of the assessment year. 

Bank stock is assessed to the owners in the town where the 
bank Is located, whether the owner is there resident or not, 
a proportionate part of the value of real estate of the bank 
being deducted. The bank pays these taxes. 

Itinerant merchants are required to notify the county 
assessor, and to pay a tax assessed at the rate assessed for 
state, county, and local purposes upon their stock in trade. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes between individuals and townships, corrects 
the county roll, and adjusts the valuation of real 
property and of a class or classes of personal property. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
counties. It has the power to classify property and to 
raise or lower the assessment of any class of property 
in any county. 
2. Bate— 

The state board of equalization apportions the 
amount of tax for state purposes among the several 
counties in proportion to the valuation as equalized by 



the board. The tax is levied, however, upon the val- 
uation fixed by the local officials and the county 
auditor fixes the rate necessary to raise the amount so 
apportioned and places the same on the tax rolls of the 
county. The maximum tax for general state pur- 
poses is not to exceed 3 mills on the dollar of the 
property valuation of the entire state as determined 
by the state board of equalization. 

For the purpose of raising revenue for the repair 
and construction of highways and bridges a tax of 
one-half mill on the dollar of all taxable property in 
the state shall be levied. 
3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes for state, county, municipal, 
school, road, and other purposes are extended upon the 
tax books of the county, and the county treasurer is 
the receiver and collector. Taxes on real estate are a 
lien on the property from the assessment day, March 1, 
and are due May 31, after which date they become de- 
linquent and 15 per cent interest is charged. If, how- 
ever, they are paid before March 15 a rebate of 3 per 
cent is allowed, or if one-half is paid before May 31 
the rest may go over until November 30. 

Taxes on personal property are a lien on all real 
and personal property after the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary, the day on which they become due. If they 
are not paid on or before the 15th day of March, the 
county sheriff may distrain the goods and chattels, 
with interest at the rate of 15 per cent from the 15th 
day of March. 



B. POLL TAXES. 

There are no state poll taxes. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state 
and any interest therein, whether belonging to in- 
habitants or not, passing by will or the intestate laws 
of this or any other state, or by deed, grant, gift, or 
sale made or intended to take effect after the death of 
the grantor or donor to any person, in trust or other- 
wise, except bequests for the relief of aged, indigent, 
and poor people, for the maintenance of the sick or 
maimed, or for the education or support of orphans 
or indigent children which shall be exempt, is sub- 
ject to a tax at the following rates : 

(1) On all sums above the first $10,000, where the same 
passes to the father, mother, husband, wife, lineal descendant, 
adopted child or his lineal descendant, 1 per cent. 

(2) On all sums not exceeding the first $50,000 which passes 
to callateral heirs to and including the third degree of rela- 
tionship, 3 per cent, and to collateral heirs beyond the third 
degree or to strangers to the blood, 6 per cent. 

(3) On all sums above the first $50,000,. and not exceeding 
$100,000, to collateral heirs to and including the third degree, 
4J per cent; to collateral heirs beyond the third degree and 
strangers to the blood, 9 per cent. 
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(4) On all sums In excess of the first $100,000 to collateral 
heirs to and including the third degree, 6 per cent; to col- 
lateral heirs beyond the third degree and strangers to the 
blood, 12 per cent. 

The state board of tax commissioners exercises gen- 
eral supervision over the collection of inheritance 
taxes. This tax is payable to the state treasurer for 
the use of the state. It is to be paid within 15 months 
of the decedent's death; if not so paid, it shall draw 
interest at the legal rate until paid. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

On domestic and foreign corporations having capital stock 
there is an annual franchise tax in the form of a license fee 
of $15. Other than the general property tax, there are no other 
corporation taxes, except on private car, express, and insur- 
ance companies. 

Every private car company doing business in the state is 
required to pay a sum in the nature of an excise or privilege 
tax to the state general fund, to be computed by taking 7 per 
cent of the amount fixed by the state board of tax commis- 
sioners (on the basis of svrom statements) as the gross re- 
ceipts of such private car company for business done within 
the state for the year. This does not exempt any private car 
company from the assessment and taxation of their tangible 
property in the manner provided by law. 

Express companies are required to pay a privilege tax of 5 
per cent of their gross receipts for business done within the 
state which is credited to the state general fund. This does 
not exempt them from the tax on tangible property. 

All insurance companies, except life, pay a tax of 2J per 
cent of their gross premiums after deducting the amount paid 
policyholders as returned premiums. Life insurance com- 
panies pay 2 per cent of the amount of premiums collected, less 
dividends actually returned to holder. If any insurance com- 
pany has 50 per cent or more of its assets invested in any 
bonds or warrants of the state, or bonds or warrants of any 
county, city, or district in the state, or in taxable property 
within the state, the tax shall be but 1 per cent on the 
amount collected. 

Title insurance companies are required to deposit certain 
securities with the state treasurer and pay an annual fee equal 
in amount to one-tenth of 1 per cent of the value of the securi- 
ties so deposited. Such companies are also taxed on the basis 
of the physical property ovmed in the county where such proj)- 
erty is located and not otherwise. 

Every fraternal benefit society is exempt from state, county, 
district, municipal, and school tax, other than tax on real 
estate and office equipment. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND EEES. 

Insurance agent. — Fire, per annum, $2 ; marine, per annum, 
50 cents; all other, $5; commission merchant, $10. Fish com- 
missioner collects following fees for license to fish, etc. : Drag 
net, not exceeding 250 feet in length, $2.50; 250 feet to 400, 
$7.50 ; 400 feet to 500, $15 ; each additional foot, 3 cents ; each 
first-class pound net, trap, or seine on Columbia River, $25; 
second-class, $10 ; each first-class purse seine, $50 ; each second- 
class purse seine, $25 ; each gill net or drift net, $5 ; each set 
net, $2.50; each pound net, trap, or weir on Willapa Harbor 
and Grays Harbor, $10; each pound net, etc. (except on the 
Columbia River, Willapa Harbor, or Grays Harbor), .$50; each 
scow fish wheel, $15. Stationary fish wheels, $25 for first-class 
wheels and $10 for second-class wheels. In addition to the 



foregoing license charges the owner of each trap, pound net, or 
fish wheel operated in the waters of the state pays $1 for each 
1,000 fish so taken. Persons using* scows and boats in buying 
fish on the Columbia River, except for regular canneries and 
packing plants, pay $100 each to the state of Washington, and 
to the fish commissioner a fee of $50. Persons engaged in 
buying or selling, etc., salmon, other than canneries, etc., pay 
a license fee of 90 cents per ton, but not less than $2.50. 
Persons, etc., dealing in salmon to the extent of 100 tons taken 
from the waters of Grays Harbor pay a license fee of $90. 
License for salmon canneries: Canneries packing less than 
10,000 cases per annum, $100 ; 10,000 to 15,000, $150 ; 15,000 to 
20,000, $200; 20,000 to 25,000, $250; 25,000 to 30,000, $300; 
30,000 to 40,000, $400 ; 40,000 to 50,000, $500 ; 50,000 to 60,000, 
$600; 60,000 to 70,000, $700; 70,000 to 80,000, $800; 80,000 to 
90,000, $900; 90,000 to 100,000, $1,000. New canneries pay a 
license of $250 until their pack is definitely known. Hunter's 
license (for state): Resident, $5; nonresident, $10; nonresi- 
dent alien, $50. Milk wagons, per annum, $1 ; sale of milk at 
a stand, per annum, $1. Peddlers of medicines, per month, 
$1 to $25. 

The state receives 10 per cent of all liquor licenses. There 
is also a state privilege tax of $25 annually in addition to city 
licenses for steamships, dining ears, etc. License for aliens to 
carry firearms, $15. 

Filing articles of incorporation of foreign and domestic cor- 
porations, $25; supplemental articles, $10; appointment of 
agent, $5 ; certified copies of articles of incorporation, etc., $5 ; 
copies of documents, etc., In excess of 20 folios, 15 cents per 
folio ; certificate under seal of the state, $2 ; recording articles 
of incorporation, 15 cents per folio ; filing and recording trade- 
mark, $5 ; patent of land issued by the governor, $1 for each 
160 acres; recording miscellaneous papers, 10 cents per folio 
and $5 in each case; automobile, registering certificate, $2; 
renewal, $2; recording trade-mark, $2; medicine, practice, 
examination fee, $50; dentistry, practice, examination fee, 
$25 ; veterinary surgery, examination fee, $15, registration fee, 
$5 ; registered nurse, fee for registration, $5. 

Insurance companies. — Filing articles of incorporation, $25 ; 
amended articles thereto, $10; issuing certificate of authority 
annually, $10; for each renewal certificate of authority, $10; 
filing annual statement, $20; other miscellaneous papers, $1; 
agent's license, $2; solicitor's license, $2; copy of papers, per 
folio, 20 cents; broker's license, $100; agent's license for un- 
authorized companies, $100; certificate under seal, $1; fra- 
ternal benefit society annual license, $10. 

Odd Fellows, Masons, Knights of Pythias, etc., societies, 
exempt. 

Trust companies. — Filing articles of incorporation, Issuing 
certificate of authority, renewal of such certificate and filing 
each semiannual statement, $10 each; examination, $25; 
copies of papers, per folio, 20 cents. 

Attorneys, examination and admission to practice law, $25. 

Physicians, application for license, $25. 

Pharmacists, reciprocity registration fee, $8; examination 
and registratioUj $10; annual fee not to exceed $2; assistant, 
$1; shopkeeper (not a pharmacist), annual license, $6. 

Optometrists, examination fee, $25; certificate of registra- 
tion, $15; certificate of exemption, $10. 

Certified public accountants, examination, not to exceed $25 ; 
annual fee, $1. 

Embalmers, examination, $5 ; registration, $5 ; annual fee, $1. 

Barbers, examination, $5 ; annuil fee, 50 cents. 

Banks, annual examination, $25, together with one two- 
hundredths per cent of deposits, in no case to exceed $200. 

Surety companies, $50. 

Hotels, annual inspection, 20 rooms or less, $5; 21 to 100 
rooms, $10 ; more than 100 rooms, $20. 
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Inspection of oil, 40 cents per barrel for the first 2 barrels ; 
30 cents for the next 3; 20 cents for the next 5; 15 cents for 
the next 15 barrels, of not less than 50 gallons, and one-fifth of 
1 cent for each gallon thereafter. 

Annual license for conducting private fish hatchery, $25; 
annual license to take oysters for seed purposes, $5. 

Annual license for nursery and tree dealers, $5 ; agent, $1. 

Examination and enrollment of pedigree of stallions and 
jacks, and license, $2; renewal of license, $1 (biennially), 
transfer certificate, 50 cents; duplicate license certificate, 50 
ceAts. 

For each fertilizing ingredient contained or claimed to 
exist in commercial fertilizer ofCered for sale, analysis fee, $6. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Washington. 

County Revenues. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are the same for the county taxes as for the 
state. But county taxes are levied on the assessment 
as equalized by the county board only. 

2. Rate— 

The county taxes are levied by the county commis- 
sioners, who, within certain statutory limitations, fix 
the rate for county, school, and road and bridge pur- 
poses. 

Upon proper petition to the state highway commissioner 
public highways may be laid out, and the county assessors 
may assess the benefited property 15 per cent, or such greater 
per cent as may be stated in such petition. 

Road districts may be formed and the county commissioners 
may levy a tax not to exceed 10 mills for road and bridge 
purposes. 

The county commissioners may levy an additional tax not 
to exceed 4 mills for turnpike road purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Collection of county taxes is made by the county 
treasurer, as are state and township taxes. 

B, C, AND D. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

The counties levy no poll, inheritance, or special cor- 
poration taxes. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND TEES. 

Hawkers of goods, on foot, per annum, $100 ; one horse and 
wagon, $150 ; 2 horses and wagon, $250 ; any other conveyance, 
$300. Billiard tables and bowling alleys, outside of incorpor- 
ated limits of city or town, $25 to $250. Ferries, $1 to $100 ; 
saloons, outside of incorporated limits of cities or towns, $300 
to $1,000 ; butchers, $10 ; county hunter's license, resident, $1 ; 
nonresident, $5 ; nonresident alien, $50. 

Municipal Revenues. 

The divisions of local government are: Cities of 
four classes — (1) those having over 20,000 inhabitants, 
(2) 10,000 to 20,000 inhabitants, (3) 1,500 to 10,000 



inhabitants, (4) 300 to 1,500 inhabitants; townships, 
where such organization is adopted by the county, 
embracing that portion of the county outside of in- 
corporated cities and towns ; school districts ; and road 
districts. 

A. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment are, in general, the same as for state taxes, with 
certain local peculiarities in procedure. In cities of 
the first class that portion of the county assessment 
roll embracing persons and property subject to taxa- 
tion in the city constitutes also the roll for the city. 
Cities of the second, third, and fourth classes may 
have independent rolls made by city assessors to con- 
form, as nearly as possible, to the county roll. The 
township assessor performs the same duties as the 
county assessors. 

The cities appoint committees of their city councils 
to equalize or assist the county board in equalization. 

2. Rate— 

In cities the city council fixes the rate for municipal 
revenues, with various restrictions; in cities of the 
second classes the maximum rate is 15 mills. In cities 
of the third and fourth classes, 10 mills. 

Cities of the first class may levy a tax not to exceed li 
mills for park purposes. In cities of the second, third, and 
fourth classes the council may levy a tax not to exceed 1 mill 
for park purposes. 

Cities of the third class may levy a tax not to exceed one- 
half of 1 mill for support of the poor. 

The city council of each city or town may levy a tax not to 
exceed one-half of 1 mill for maintenance of the firemen's re- 
lief and pension fund. 

Municipal corporations having a population of less than 
20,000 may levy for current expenses a tax not to exceed 10 
mills; for payment of indebtedness, 6 mills. 

In townships taxes are levied by the electors in town meet- 
ings, subject to certain restrictions. 

The following taxes may be levied in townships : Not to 
exceed 2 mills for township's purposes, exclusive of roads and 
bridges, in any township having a taxable valuation of $100,000 
or more, and an amount which shall not exceed $150 in any 
township having a taxable valuation less than $100,000, and 
the rate of such tax shall not exceed one-half of 1 per cent in 
any township. The rate for roads and bridges in any town 
shall not exceed 5 mills. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is, in general, the same as for state and 
county taxes. In cities of the first, third, and fourth 
classes the county treasurer is ex officio collector of the 
city taxes. Cities of the second class have their own 
collectors. Delinquent taxes are enforced by the same 
procedure as delinquent county and state taxes. 

Road district taxes may be paid in labor. 

B. POLL taxes. 

Every male person over 21 and under 50 years of 
age residing outside the limits of an incorporated city 
or town for six months or more is required to pay, by 
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March 1 in each year, a road poll tax of $2. In prac- 
tice, this is a county poll tax, receipts therefrom being 
included with those of the county. 

Cities and towns may levy an annual street poll tax not 
exceeding $2 in cities of the third and fourth classes. These 
taxes are payable in labor in lieu of money. Officers and 
enlisted men of the state national guard are exempt from poll 
tax. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND COEPOKATION TAXES, 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for municipalities. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The city councils of cities and towns may license, 
for purposes of regulation and revenue, all and every 
kind of business, including the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Dog license, per annum, not to exceed $2 ; liquor licenses, per 
annum, $300 to $1,000 (10 per cent must be paid to the state) ; 
billiard tables, not to exceed $25 each. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution prescribes a permanent school fund, 
derived from various sources, the income of which is to 
be applied to the current use of the common schools. 
Among them, is 35 per cent of the county liquor 
licenses. 

A state tax is to be levied by the state board of 
equalization, which, with the income from the perma- 
nent fund, is to make up $10 for each child of school 
age in the state, but the tax is not to exceed 5 mills on 



the dollar. The counties levy a school tax not to ex- 
ceed 5 mills on the dollar, which, together, with the 
state apportionment to the counties, is to make up $10 
for every child of school age in the county. 

A district school tax of 1 per cent of the assessed 
property value may be levied by the board of directors 
of the district. No tax exceeding 2 mills can be levied 
without a vote of the electors of the district. Other 
special taxes for the payment of indebtedness (not to 
exceed 3 mills) , interest on school bonds, and a sinking 
fund for payment of same may be levied by district 
supervisors or county commissioners. 

A state tax of ly^ mills on the dollar valuation 
of taxable property is to be levied by the state board of 
equalization for the benefit of state institutions for 
higher education. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The assessed value of all taxable property within the state 
was fixed at not to exceed 50 per cent of its true value. 

Agricultural development districts were provided for and 
district commissioners were authorized to levy an annual tax 
of not to exceed 2 mills on each dollar for the use of such 
districts. 

A law was enacted forbidding the use of the value of public 
service corporations as fixed by public service commission for 
the purpose of taxation, for the purpose of making rates for 
service. 

Municipal corporations having an existing indebtedness were 
authorized to levy and collect annually a tax for the payment 
of current expenses of not to exceed 15 mills In addition to a 
tax of 6 mills for the indebtedness fund. 

The dog license was fixed at $2 per annum, and a trading 
stamp license at $6,000 per annum in each county was pro- 
vided for. 



"WEST VIRGINIA.^ 



West Virginia depends primarily on the general 
property tax for county and municipal purposes, and 
on an extensive system of taxes and licenses on va- 
rious acts, businesses, and occupations for state pur- 
poses, the general property tax for state purposes 
being almost entirely removed. There are, besides, a 
collateral inheritance tax and a system of annual 
license or franchise taxes on corporations, including 
insurance, telegraph and telephone, and express com- 
panies. There is a poll tax for both the school and 
road fund. An amendment to the state constitution 
passed in 1913 prohibiting the sale of all intoxicating 
liquors in the state went into eifect July 1, 1914. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

West Virginia Assessment Laws, Acts of the Legislature, 
1004, 1905, and 1907. (In pamphlet form, furnished by T. C. 
Townsend, state tax commissioner.) 

West Virginia License Laws, containing changes made by the 
regular and extraordinary sessions of the legislature of 1907. 
Prepared by C. W. Dillon, former tax commissioner. 

The Code, and the Session Laws to 1913. 



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 



ARTICLE X. 



Sec. 1. Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout 
the state, and all property, both real and personal, shall be 
taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed 
by law. No one species of property from which a tax may be 
collected shall be taxed higher than any other species of 
property of equal value; but property used for educational, 
literary, scientific, religious, or charitable purposes, all ceme- 
teries, and public property may, by law, be exempted from 
taxation. The legislature shall have power to tax, by uniform 
and equal laws, all privileges and franchises of persons and 
corporations. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall levy an annual capitation tax of 
$1 upon each male inhabitant of the state who has attained 
the age of 21 years, which shall be annually appropriated to 
the support of free schools. Persons afflicted with bodily in- 
firmity may be exempted from the tax. 

Sec. 5. The power of taxation of the legislature shall extend 
to provisions for the payment of the state debt, and interest 
thereon, the support of free schools, and the payment of the 
annual estimated expenses of the state ; but whenever any de- 
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flciency in the revenue shall exist In any year it shall, at the 
regular session thereof held next after the deficiency occurs, 
levy a tax for the ensuing year sufficient, with the other 
sources of income, to meet such deficiency, as well as the 
estimated expenses of such year. 

Sec. 7. County authorities shall never assess taxes in any 
one year the aggregate of which shall exceed 95 cents per 
$100 valuation, except for the support of free schools, pay- 
ment of indebtedness existing at the time of the adoption of 
this constitution, and for the payment of any indebtedness, 
with the interest thereon, created under the succeeding sec- 
tion, unless such assessment, with all questions involving the 
increase of such aggregate, shall have been submitted to the 
vote of the people of the county and have received three-fifths 
of all the votes cast for and against It. 

Sec. 8. (No county, city, school district, or municipal cor- 
poration may become indebted to an amount exceeding 5 per 
cent of the assessed valuation of the property in such civil 
division, nor without providing for a direct annual tax suffi- 
cient to pay annually the interest on the debt, and the princi- 
pal thereof within 34 years.) 

Sec. 9. The legislature may, by law, authorize the corporate 
authorities of cities, towns, and villages, for corporate pur- 
poses, to assess and collect taxes; but such taxes shall be 
uniform with respect to persons and property within the 
jurisdiction of the authority imposing the same. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, who is elected for a term of four 
years, together with assistants appointed by the assessor, with 
the advice and consent of the county court. 

(2) The county board of review and equalization, composed 
of three persons appointed, one every two years, by the state 
board of public worlds to hold office for six years. 

(3) The state tax commissioner, appointed by the governor 
for a term of six years. 

(4) The state board of public works, consisting of the 
governor, the attorney general, the superintendent of free 
schools, the auditor, and the treasurer, together with the 
secretary of state, who is ex-officio secretary of the board, 
forms the state board of assessment, with power to assess 
railroads, pipe lines, car lines, telephone and telegraph, com- 
panies, express companies, and railroad toll bridges. 

(5) The sheriff, who is elected for a term of four years, 
and who acts as tax collector and treasurer for the county. 

(6) The sergeant, who, together with the city treasurer, 
is tax collector for the town, city, or village. 

State Revenues. 

• a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state is subject to taxation, unless specially 
exempted. 

(1) Real property includes all interest in land and its 
appurtenances, except chattel interests and chattels real. 

(2) Personal property includes all fixtures attached to 
land, if not included in the valuation of land; all things of 
value, movable and tangible, which are subjects of ownership ; 
and money, credits, investments, and all chattels, real and 
personal; all personal property belonging to residents of the 
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state, whether situated in or out of the state, and all personal 
property in the state, although owned by persons residing out 
of the state, is subject to taxation. But personal property 
permanently located in another state, where it is subject to 
taxation, is not to be taxed here. 

" Money " includes not only coin but all notes, tokens, or 
papers which circulate or are used in ordinary transactions 
as money or currency, and deposits which, either in terms or 
efCect, are payable in money on demand. 

" Credits " includes all claims and demands, whether owing 
upon bond, note, certificate, book account, or otherwise, and 
whether due or not, whether payable in money, property, labor, 
or services except only such demands as are included In the 
term " money." 

" Investments " includes stocks, bonds, and securities of the 
United States or this state, or any other state, nation, or gov- 
ernment, or of any city, town, county, district, railroad, or 
other corporation; and any share, portion, interest, or stock 
in the capital, joint fund, assets, or profits of any company, 
whether incorporated or not, or in a steamboat or other vessel, 
or in any adventure, business, or undertaking. 

(3) Property exempted, in addition to public property, in- 
cludes : Churches and parsonages ; cemeteries ; public and fam- 
ily libraries; property used for educational, charitable, and 
benevolent purposes; all real estate not exceeding one-half 
acre and the buildings thereon used exclusively by any college 
society as a library or as a domitory or club room; personal 
property on hand to be used in the subsistence of live stock on 
hand, and dead victuals laid away for family use. 

6. Assessment. — There is, in general, but one as- 
sessment for state, county, and municipal purposes. 
The county is the assessment district. All property is 
assessed annually as of the 1st day of April, at its 
true and actual value. Taxpayers are required to list 
their property under oath and to declare the value of 
each item, subject to revision by the assessors and 
boards of review and equalization. 

Failure to render statement subjects the taxpayer 
to a penalty of double assessment and to loss of rem- 
edy for correction of assessment; a false list renders 
taxpayers liable to forfeiture, for each year, of 10 
per cent of the property not listed at any time during 
five previous years. Refusal to be examined by the 
assessor is subject to a penalty of $25 to $100. 

The assessor, at the time of making assessment of 
property, collects the school and road capitation taxes 
and is allowed 10 per cent commission for collecting 
same. Delinquent capitation taxes are reported to the 
sheriff for collection. 

Keal property subject to a mortgage or deed of trust to 
secure a debt or liability is assessed to the mortgagor until 
the mortgagee or trustee takes possession, after which he is 
deemed the owner. Personal property mortgaged or pledged 
is likewise assessed to the party who has possession. 

In listing money, credits, or investments, the debts owed as 
principal debtor may be deducted, but not those for which the 
taxpayer is liable merely as surety, indorser, or guarantor, 
unless the principal debtor is insolvent. Investments and 
credits are to be rated at their market or proper value. 

The property of corporations generally, except as otherwise 
shown below, is assessed to the company in the same manner 



258 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— WEST VIRGINIA. 



as that of individuals, and the shareholders of such corpora- 
tions are not assessed with their shares or interest in the 
capital stock. 

Ferries and toll bridges, other than railroad, on which a toll 
or fare is charged, are assessed at ten times their annual value 
for purposes of taxation. 

Eailroad companies, including street railways, car com- 
panies, express companies, pipe-line companies, and telephone 
and telegraph companies, are taxed upon the general property 
valuation. Property used in the operation of such companies 
is assessed by the board of public worlis of the state on the 
basis of elaborate returns by such companies. Property not 
used in the operation of such companies, but owned by them, is 
assessed like property of individuals. The assessment of the 
state board is apportioned to the counties, and by the counties 
to school districts and municipalities. 

The shares of stock of banks, trust companies, or national 
banking associations are assessed where the banks are lo- 
cated, to the several holders thereof. Debts of shareholders 
when sworn to may be deducted from the assessment. 

G. E gualiBation. — ^The board of review and equali- 
zation in each county reviews and equalizes the 
assessment as returned by the assessor. It may of its 
own motion correct the roll and hear and pass on 
applications for relief. Appeal lies to the circuit 
court. Railroads and other corporations assessed by 
the state board of public works aggrieved by the 
assessment may appeal to the circuit court of the 
county where the property is located. The prosecut- 
ing attorney and the state tax commissioner represent 
the interest of the state in such appeals. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of taxation for state and state school pur- 
poses is fixed by the board of public works at not less 
than 1 and not more than 3 cents on the $100. 

3. Collection — 

Both state and county taxes are collected by the 
sheriff of the county, or by collectors appointed by the 
auditor. 

Taxes are a lien on real estate from the time the 
assessment is made, and are due and payable during 
October and November at a discount of 2^ per cent, 
during December at face, and after January 1 in- 
terest is added at the rate of 10 per cent per annum. 
Delinquent taxes may be collected by distraint of per- 
sonal property, by garnishment of money or property 
in the hands of another, and by sale of lands by the 
sheriff. 

Taxes assessed by the board of public works on railroads and 
other corporations, both state and local, are collected by the 
state auditor, and if delinquent on the 20th of January, are 
then collected by the sheriff with a penalty of 10 per cent. 

The sheriff or collector is compensated by fees out of the 
taxes collected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

>■ 

The assessor is to list for taxation all male persons 

over 21 years of age residing in his district on April 1. 

The rate of the tax is $1 per year. The county court 

may exempt persons from the poll tax on account of 

bodily infirmity. 



C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

A tax, payable into the treasury of the state, shall 
be imposed upon the transfer, in trust or otherwise, of 
any property, or interest therein, real, personal, or 
mixed, if such transfer be — 

1. By will or by the intestate laws of the state, from 
any person dying seized or possessed of the property while 
a resident of this state. 

2. By will or the intestate laws of the state of property 
within the state, or within its jurisdiction, and the decedent 
was a nonresident of the state at the time of his death. 

3. By a resident or by a nonresident, when such nonresi- 
dent's property is within the state or within its jurisdiction, 
by deed, grant, bargain, sale, or gift made in contemplation 
of death or intended to take effect after death. 

4. By the owner of any property which he owns or to 
which he is absolutely entitled, so as to be vested in himself 
and any other person jointly to the effect that the title therein 
or in some part thereof vest on survivorship in such other 
person, a transfer shall be deemed to occur and to be taxable 
under the provisions of this act upon the vesting of such 
title. 

5. When any person shall exercise a power of appointment 
derived from disposition of property, such appointment when 
made shall be deemed a transfer taxable in the same manner 
as though the property belonged to donee of such power. 

When the property or any beneficial interest therein 
passes by any such transfer where the amount of the 
property shall exceed in value the exemption herein- 
after specified, and shall not exceed in value $25,000, 
the tax hereby imposed shall be — 

1. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be the wife, husband, child, 
lineal descendant, or lineal ancestor of the decedent, at the 
rate of 1 per centum of the market value of such interest in 
such property; 

2. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be the brother or sister of the 
decedent (and term brother or sister shall not Include a 
brother or sister of the half blood), at the rate of 3 per 
centum of the market value of such interest in such property ; 

3. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be further removed in relation- 
ship from the decedent than wife, husband, child, lineal de- 
scendant, lineal ancestor, brother, or sister, at the rate of 5 
per centum of the market value of such interest in such 
property. 

The foregoing are for convenience termed the pri- 
mary rates. When the amount of the market value 
of such property or interest exceeds $25,000, the rate 
of tax upon such excess shall be as follows : 

1. Upon all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000, one and 
one-half times the primary rates. 

2. Upon all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, two 
times the primary rates. 

3. Upon all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, two and 
one-half times the primary rates. 

4. Upon aU in excess of $500,000, three times the primary 
rates. 

The following exemptions from the tax are allowed : 

1. All property transferred to a person or corporation in 
trust or to be used solely for educational, literary, scientific, 
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religious, or charitable purposes, or to the state or any county 
or municipal corporation thereof for public purposes, pro- 
vided the property so transferred is used for the purposes 
herein mentioned in this state, shall be exempt. 

2. Property of the market value of $15,000 transferred to 
the widovsr of the decedent, and $10,000 transferred to the 
husband, child, lineal descendant, or lineal ancestor of the de- 
cedent shall be exempt. 

A transfer of personal property of a resident of 
the state which is not therein or within the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, at the time of his death, shall not be 
taxable, imder the provisions of this act, if such trans- 
fer or the property be legally subject in another state 
or country to a tax of a like character and amount to 
that hereby imposed, and if such tax be actually paid 
or guaranteed or secured, in accordance with law in 
such other state or country; if legally subject in an- 
other state or country to a tax of like character, but 
of less amount than that hereby imposed, and such 
tax be actually paid, or guaranteed or secured, as 
aforesaid, the transfer of such property shall be tax- 
able under this act to the extent of the difference 
between the tax thus actually paid, guaranteed, or 
secured and the amount for which such transfer would 
otherwise be liable hereunder, or within the jurisdic- 
tion thereof. 

D. COEPORATION TAXES. 

In addition to the general property tax certain taxes 
are levied on corporations. 

Corporations incorporated and having their principal place 
of business in the state (termed resident corporations) are 
required to pay an annual license tax, based on the author- 
ized capital stock, as follows: $5,000 or less, $10; over $5,000 
to $10,000, $15; over $10,000 to $25,000, $20; over $25,000 to 
$50,000, $25; over $50,000 to $75,000, $45; over $75,000 to 
$100,000, $50; over $100,000 to $125,000, $55; over $125,000 to 
$150,000, $60; over $150,000 to $175,000, $70; over $175,000 to 
$200,000, $75 ; over $200,000 to $300,000, $90 ; over $300,000 to 
$400,000, $105; over $400,000 to $500,000, $120; over $500,000 
to $1,000,000, $170 ; more than $1,000,000, $170, and $60 on each 
additional $1,000,000 or fraction thereof. 

Domestic corporations which are nonresident are required 
to pay an annual license tax on authorized capital stock as 
follows: $10,000 or less, $15; over $10,000 to $25,000, $20; 
over $25,000 to $50,000, $30; over $50,000 to $75,000, $40; over 
$75,000 to $100,000, $50; 25 cents additional on each $1,000 
up to $1,000,000; if over $1,000,000, $275, and 20 cents on 
each additional $1,000 up to $2,000,000; if over $2,000,000, 
$475, and 10 cents on each $1,000 additional up to $4,000,000 ; 
if over $4,000,000, $675, and $50 on each additional $1,000,000 
or fraction thereof. 

Foreign building and loan associations, and mutual invest- 
ment or trust companies, pay to the commissioner of banking 
for certificate of authority an annual fee of $25. 

Foreign corporations, on complying with certain conditions, 
are entitled to the rate of " resident " domestic corporations, 
according to the proportion of their capital stock which is 
represented by the property owned and used in this state, when 
the value of the property amounts to $5,000 or over, but if the 
value of such property is less than $5,000 the rate is the same 
as for " nonresident " corporations. In no case is the license 
tax to be less than $10. 



This tax does not apply to foreign insurance, telegraph, tele- 
phone, or express companies, for which an annual license tax 
Is specially provided. 

Foreign insurance companies pay a license tax of 2 per 
cent of the amount of premiums collected in the state, less 
returned premiums. 

Other fees paid by insurance companies: 

Fire insurance companies (except farmers' mutual and 
other like companies) doing business in the state pay one- 
half of 1 per cent of gross premiums receipts for maintenance 
of state fire marshal's department. This tax may be omitted 
any year that the existing fund is large enough to maintain 
the department for the current year. 

Insurance commissioner. — For valuation of domestic life 
insurance companies' policies, 1 cent on each $1,000. There is 
a retaliatory rate for valuation of life policies for companies 
organized under the laws of another state. 

All Insurance companies, annual license fee, $10 ; for receiv- 
ing and filing annual reports, $10; certificate of valuation or 
conditions to be filed in another state, $5; for each agent's 
certificate of authority, $5. 

Foreign fraternal benefit societies for first certificate of 
authority, $25. 

Foreign express companies pay $1.50 per mile of road over 
which they carry expressage; foreign telegraph and telephone 
companies, $1 per mile of wire over which messages are sent 
as a common carrier between towns. In no case is the license 
tax to be less than $100. 

Corporations holding more than 10,000 acres of land in the 
state pay a tax of 5 cents per acre in excess of 10,000 acres. 

Corporations chartered for educational, literary, agricul- 
tural, scientific, religious, or charitable purposes, and ceme- 
teries and lodges not incorporated for profit, are exempt. 

Domestic insurance, express, telegraph, and telephone com.- 
panies are taxed as other corporations. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The state requires licenses for vaiious acts, occupa- 
tions, and businesses, some of which are issued by the 
auditor and others by the county court and the county 
clerk of the county in which the business is to be car- 
ried on, except in incorporated cities, villages, or 
towns, in which cases the licenses are issued by the 
council for city purposes, and by the county court or 
county clerk, depending upon the nature of the license, 
for state purposes. It is the duty of the county clerk 
to ascertain from time to time all persons in his dis- 
trict from whom state licenses are required; but it is 
also the duty of every person to apply to the county 
clerk and cause himself to be properly listed and 
licensed. The license tax year is computed from July 
1 to June 30 of the following year. 

The following taxes are levied annually unless other- 
wise stated, and become a part of the state fund : 

Hotel, tavern, or restaurant, 3 per cent of the yearly rental 
value of the premises occupied; distilleries of whisky and 
brandy, $100, and, in addition, 25 cents for every barrel manu- 
factured, except apple and peach brandy ; brewers of porter, 
ale, or beer, or any drink of like nature, $100, and, in addi- 
tion, 15 cents for every barrel of beer, etc., manufactured. 
Sale of brewed liquors — ^wholesale, $750 for not over 5,000 
barrels and 15 cents for each additional barrel; spirituous 
liquors other than brewed liquors, $750 in addition to all other 
taxes ; retail, $600 ; sale of both spirituous and brewed liquors 
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at retail, $1,000; to solicit orders for same, $100; wholesale 
and retail of other tlian brewed liquors, not to be drunk on 
premises, $1,000; liquors on railroad cars, $25; assignment of 
liquor license, $50 ; sale of both spirituous and brewed liquors 
combined, wholesale, $1,250, and every barrel of beer sold in 
excess of 4,000, 15 cents in addition, municipal tax for same to 
be limited, maximum $750. Refreshments in theaters, $700. 
Sale of apple or peach brandy distilled from fruit grown in the 
state, $100. Eeal estate and stock brokers, $50 ; bucket shops, 
$500; cigarettes, $10; other preparations of tobacco, $5. 
Druggists, $2 ; bowUng alleys for public use, $40 for the first 
alley and $15 for each additional alley ; billiards and the like. 
$50 for the first table and $25 for each additional table; junk 
dealers, $25 ; agents of junk dealers, $10 ; trading-stamp com- 
panies, $500; trading house-boats, $10; penny slot machines, 
not gambling devices, $2; other slot machines, $5; automo- 
biles, $10; merry-go-rounds, etc., 1 week, $10; 4 months, $30; 
6 months, $50 ; 1 year, $100 ; dealers in pistols, dirks, etc., $10 ; 
money broker, $25; bagatelle, $25 for the first table, $10 for 
each additional table; roller skating rinks for public resort — 
cities of 10,000 Inhabitants or more, $100; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$50; less than 5,000, $25. Public parks (admission fee), coun- 
ties of over 30,000 inhabitants, $25 ; 20,000 to 30,000, $15 ; less 
than 20,000, $10. Fortune tellers, $5; labor agency, $100. 
Auctioneers, $5, with $2 additional for every 1,000 inhabitants 
of the town. Pawnbrokers, $100; dealers in patent rights, 
$10; collection agencies, $10. Peddlers — without a horse, $50; 
with one horse, $150; with two or more horses, $200. Trav- 
eling salesmen — sewing machines and stoves, $10; musical in- 
struments, $20; lightning rods, $10; book agents, $10; shoot- 
ing galleries, $25. Theatrical performances, in cities of 20,000 
inhabitants or over, $20 per week; over 10,000 but under 
20,000 inhabitants, $15 per week; and in cities of 10,000 in- 
habitants and less, $10 per week ; on boats exclusively on navi- 
gable streams, $100 annually. Theaters and opera houses, in 
cities of 30,000 or more inhabitants, three months, $100; six 
months, $130; one year, $160; 20,000 but under 30,000 inhab- 
itants, three months, $75; six months, $100; one year, $125; 
10,000 but under 20,000 inhabitants, three months, $40; six 
months, $60; one year, $100; 5,000 but under 10,000 inhab- 
itants, three months, $20; six months, $30; one year, $40; 
2,000 but under 5,000 inhabitants, three months, $10; six 
months, $15; one year, $20; less than 2,000 inhabitants, three 
months, $5; six months, $8; one year, $10. Circuses or 
menageries, or both, or wild west show, for each exhibition, 
30,000 Inhabitants or more, $75 ; 10,000 to 30,000, $50 ; 5,000 to 
10,000, $30; less than 5,000, $10; trained animal or dog and 
pony show, 30,000 inhabitants or more, $30; 10,000 to 30,000, 
$20; less than 10,000, $10. Side shows, each entertainment or 
exhibition, 10,000 inhabitants or more, $10; less than 10,000, 
$5. Magic lantern, $2.50; street carnival, $5 a week for each 
entertainment for which a fee is charged. Any other shows, 
each exhibition, 10,000 or more inhabitants, $10; less than 
10,000, $5; 10-cent show, $4 a day or $20 a week. ChaufCeur's 
license, $2. Keglstered nurse, $5. 

Teacher's examination fee, $2 ; county institute enrollment 
fee, $1. Certificate to practice dentistry, $25; annual fee, $2. 
Pharmacist examination fee, $10; biennial fee, $1; assistant 
pharmacist examination fee, $5; biennial fee, 50 cents. Per- 
mit for assistant pharmacist to conduct drug store in town of 
500 Inhabitants or less, $5. Optometry, examination fee, $15 ; 
certificate of registration, $10; certificate of examination, $5. 
Certified public accountant, certificate fee, $25. Tax on state 
seal, $1. Social clubs keeping liquor for sale to members, where 
membership is 200 or less, $200 ; over 200 members, $300 ; if a 
club operates less than a year, then proportionate amount Is 
charged but not computed for less than three months. 



F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in West Virginia. 
County Revenues. 

a. general propertt taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment thereof 
are the same for county as for state purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The levy for county purposes is made by the county 
court. The rate is limited to 30 cents per $100, v^hich 
may be increased by the court for certain specific pur- 
poses or by submitting the question to a vote of the 
people. But the total rate for county and district road 
purposes must not exceed 55 cents on $100 valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the sheriff at the same time 
and in the same manner as that of the state taxes. 
Taxpayers may apply to the county court and appeal 
to the circuit court for relief against county levies im- 
properly charged. 

The sheriff or collector receives a commission on county 
levies graduated according to the amounts collected. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

The county court may also levy, for road purposes, 
a poll tax of $1 on every male inhabitant over 21 and 
under 50 years of age. 

C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
the county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The county court levies annually a per capita tax on dogs 
listed by the assessor, of 50 cents on males, 50 cents on spayed 
females, and $1.50 on unspayed females. Resident hunter's 
license, 75 cents ; nonresident, $15 ; clerk's fees additional, 25 
and 50 cents, respectively. 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — The prop- 
erty included and the assessment thereof is the same 
as for state and county taxation. 

2. Rate— 

Taxes are to be levied by the council, the rate being 
limited to not to exceed 35 cents on every $100 valua- 
tion, with power to make a special levy of 10 cents per 
$100 for the payment of outstanding indebtedness, 
and additional levies when authorized by a majority 
vote of the people. The total indebtedness of a city or 
municipality must not exceed 5 per cent of the total 
value of the taxable property therein. 
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3. Collection — 

Oollection is made by the sergeant in a manner an- 
alogous to that for state taxes. 

C AND D. INHEEITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
cities, towns, or villages. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The council of a city, town, or village may impose a 
license for any act, business, or occupation for which 
a state license is required. The statutes limit the 
liquor license to $750. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution provides a permanent " school 
fund," and the interest on this fund, a portion of the 
revenue from the state general property tax, the pro- 
ceeds from all forfeitures, confiscations, and fines, and 
from the annual capitation tax of $1, are set apart as 
a general school fund and distributed to the several 
counties in proportion to the school population. The 
county superintendents then apportion the shares of 
their respective counties to the school districts. 

Every magisterial district of the county is a school 
district. For a building fund the board of education 
of the district is to levy a tax annually on the fourth 
Tuesday in August on the property taxable for state 



and county purposes in the district, the tax not to 
exceed the rate of 15 cents on every $100 of the state 
and county assessment ; and for the teachers' fund, not 
to exceed 25 cents on every $100. Provisions are made 
for additional levies as follows: 

For high school purposes in cities of less than 10,000 
inhabitants and for special debt levies, each not to ex- 
ceed 10 cents per $100; for lengthening school term 
where graded or high schools are formed in densely 
populated districts, 5 cents per $100; and for other 
purposes by submitting same to a vote of the electors. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The rate of levy for state and state school purposes was 
increased from a maximum of 3 cents to that of 10 cents on 
$100 valuation. 

A " Blue Sky " law, regulating investment companies, was 
enacted and provides for certain fees, etc. 

An annual license tax was imposed upon hydroelectric 
companies, amounting to A of 1 per cent per month of the 
authorized capital stock until such company begins the sale 
of electric energy, after which time the license tax is to be 
1 per cent of the gross income. 

A public service commission was created, and fees to be 
fixed by the state auditor and to be paid by the public service 
corporations for its support were provided for. This commis- 
sion is to have control of the regulation of all public service 
corporations in the state. 

Inspection fees were provided for in the case of hotels and 
restaurants. 
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Wisconsin depends principally upon the general 
property tax for county and municipal revenue 
and for state revenue when there is a deficiency 
in corporation taxes paid directly into the state 
treasury for the support of the state government. 
Steam railroads and telegraph companies are assessed 
by the state tax commission and all taxes therefrom 
paid to the state. The street and interurban railways 
are assessed by the same commission, and 85 per cent 
of the taxes go to the municipalities in which they are 
operated and 15 per cent to the state. License fees 
on the gross receipts of telephone and insurance com- 
panies are imposed in lieu of all other taxes except 
those on real estate. 

The inheritance tax law adopted in 1899 was de- 
clared unconstitutional in 1902. The legislature in 
1903 passed a new inheritance tax law which has been 
upheld by the court. The poll tax is a local road tax 
only. 

' This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Wisconsin Statutes of 1898, edited by Arthur L. Sanborn 
and John R. Berryman : Madison, Wis., 1898. 

Supplement to the Wisconsin Statutes of 1898, edited by 
Arthur L. Sanborn and John B. Sanborn: Madison, Wis., 1906. 

Laws of Wisconsin, 1899-1913: Madison, Wis., 1899-1913. 



An income tax law was enacted by the legislature in 
1911. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE Vm. 

Sec. 1. The rules of taxation shall be uniform and taxes "shall 
be levied upon such property as the legislature shall prescribe. 
Taxes may also be imposed on incomes, privileges, and occupa- 
tions, which taxes may be graduated, and progressive and 
reasonable exemptions may be provided. 

Sec. 5. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax suffi- 
cient to defray the estimated expenses of the state for each 
year; and whenever the expenses of any year shall exceed 
the income the legislature shall provide for levying a tax for 
the ensuing year sufficient, with other sources of income, to 
pay the deficiency as well as the estimated expenses of such 
ensuing year. 

Sec. 6. (Taxes are to be provided for in laws authorizing 
creation of public debts by the state, not exceeding $100,000, 
which will pay the principal and interest within five years. ) 

Sec. 8. (Any law which imposes, continues, or renews a tax 
must be passed by yeas and nays in a house of which three- 
fifths of all the members elected are required to constitute a 
quorum.) 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 18. The legislature shall impose a tax on all civil suits 
commenced or prosecuted in the municipal, inferior, or circuit 
courts, which shall constitute a fund to be applied toward the 
payment of the salary of judges. 
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AETICLE IV. 

Sec. 31. The legislature is prohibited from enacting any 
^special or private laws for assessment or collection of taxes, 
■or for extending the time for collection thereof. 

AETICLE X. 

Sec. 4. Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax, 
annually, for the support of common schools therein, a sum 
not less than one-half the amount received by such town or 
city, respectively, for school purposes from the income of the 
school fund. 

AETICLE XI. 

Sec. 3. (Municipal corporations are to be restricted by the 
legislature in their power of taxation, assessment, and con- 
tracting debts. Any county, city, town, village, school district, 
•or other municipal corporation incurring any indebtedness 
must before or at the time of doing so, provide for the collec- 
tion of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on the 
debt as it falls due and also the principal within 20 years.) 

orriCEES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Assessors; in towns and villages, elected for one year; 
in cities, chosen by the city council or elected, for one or two 
years. For each city of 150,000 inhabitants or moi-e (Mil- 
waukee) a board of appraisers is provided for, to be chosen 
by the tax commissioners from among the city's assessors. 

(2) The town, city, and village treasurers, who act also as 
tax collectors. These officers are compensated by salary since 
1911 ; formerly, by fees. 

(3) The board of review, in towns, composed of the super- 
visors and clerks; in cities of the first class (Milwaukee), of 
the mayor, clerk, tax commissioner, and assessor or assessors; 
in other cities, of the mayor, city clerk, and such other officer 
or officers, other than the assessors, as the common council 
shall determine; in villages, of the president, clerk, and such 
other officer or officers as the village board shall by ordinance 
determine. 

(4) The county clerk, elected for two years. 

(5) The county board, composed of supervisors, elected an- 
nually from cities and towns. 

(6) The assessors of Incomes appointed by the state tax 
commission by state districts. These officers in addition to 
assessing incomes supervise the local property assessors. 

(7) The state tax commission, composed of three commis- 
sioners appointed by the governor for terms of eight years. 
The commission exercises wide supervisory powers over state 
and local taxation. It prescribes forms to be used by the local 
taxation officers in their work, and from them receives statis- 
tical data. The commission, as a board of assessment, assesses 
the property of railroad companies, express companies, street 
railway companies, and gas, electric light, water, heat, and 
power companies operated in connection with them, steam rail- 
roads, freight line companies, equipment companies, sleeping 
car companies, and telegraph companies. 

The commission also has supervision over the administiation 
of the inheritance tax. 

State Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt— All property 
in the state except such as is exempted is subject to 



this tax. (For a description of taxes levied against 
railroads, telegraph companies, etc., for state purposes 
see Corporation taxes.) 

(1) Real property includes not only the land itself, but 
all buildings, fixtures, improvements, rights, and privileges 
appertaining thereto, all swamp and overflowed lands con- 
tracted for sale by any county board, and all public lands sold 
and not patented, without regard to any balance of purchase 
money. 

The right to enter and take away mineral from lands, when 
granted or reserved by deed, is taxable separately from the 
land upon the request of either the owner of the fee or the 
owner of the reservation. 

A mortgage is deemed an interest in the real estate and 
assessed as such where the land lies. At the option of the 
mortgagor both said interests may be assessed and taxed to- 
gether, without separate valuation, to the mortgagor or occu- 
pant, the same as unencumbered real estate. The interest of 
the mortgagor is to be assessed only for such value as remains 
after deducting the interest assessed to the mortgagee. The 
exemption of credits on account of debts owing does not apply 
to mortgage credits assessed as an interest in real estate. 

(2) Personal property includes toll bridges, saw logs, tim- 
ber, and lumber, either upon' land or afloat ; steamboats and 
ships at home or abroad; buildings upon leased lands, if not 
assessed with the lands ; ferryboats, including their franchises ; 
ice, cut and stored ; and all goods, wares, chattels, and effects 
having any real or marketable value not included in the term 
" real property." Since 1907 the assessors have been spe- 
cifically charged with the duty of ascertaining the number and 
value of all automobiles, and assessing them as personal 
property. 

Improvements on homestead lands of settlers on the public 
domain are to be assessed as personal property. 

Treated as personal property is all property, including real 
estate and franchise, owned or used by persons or corporations 
engaged in supplying municipalities with water, electric light, 
and gas, as well as all property used in the improvement of 
navigation of public streams or the conservation and regula- 
tion of height and flow of waters in public reservoirs. 

The exemptions, in addition to public property, may be con- 
sidered under two general heads: 

(1) Property exempted by the income tax law of 1911: 
Moneys and credits of all kinds, including stocks and bonds; 
household goods and furnishings; farm, orchard, and garden 
machinery, implements, and tools; watches, pianos, organs, 
melodeons, and pther musical instruments; bicycles; personal 
ornaments and jewelry habitually worn. 

(2) Property exempted prior to and remaining exempt inde- 
pendent of the income tax law, in addition to public property, 
includes: Personal property owned by any religious, scientific, 
literary, or benevolent association, and the real property neces- 
sary for location and convenience of buildings of same, not 
exceeding 10 acres ; the lands, not exceeding 10 acres, together 
with the buildings thereon, not within an incorporated town or 
village, owned by corporations organized for moral, religious, 
and educational purposes and used exclusively for the holding 
of annual encampments or assemblies ; the lands of a chartered 
college or university, not exceeding 40 acres ; parsonages ; pub- 
lic libraries ; organizations, other than libraries, formed to en- 
courage the fine arts, and which have no capital stock and pay 
no dividend ; state or county agricultural societies ; fire engines 
and buildings and grounds of organized fire companies; the 
property of Indians who are not citizens, except lands held by 
them by purchase ; cemeteries and the property of cemetery as- 
sociations ; pensions ; stock in corporations paying taxes on their 
property ; wearing apparel ; family portraits ; private libraries, 
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not exceeding $200 In value ; one sewing machine ; firearms for 
use of owner, not exceeding $25 In value; not exceeding five 
colonies of honey bees; poultry $25 in value; farm animals 
born after December 31 next preceding the day of assessment ; 
one watch, carried by owner; personal property of Insurance 
companies; growing crops, including medicinal plants; provi- 
sions and fuel sufficient to sustain a family for six months; 
the Home of the Friendless in Milwaukee; all personal prop- 
erty and real property, up to 120 acres, of the Home for Feeble 
Minded at Watertown ; fair grounds ; tree belts ; public parks ; 
monument grounds ; armories ; zinc-producing plants for three 
years; the Turner societies; capital stock. Installments paid 
In, and securities of any mutual savings fund or loan asso- 
ciation; public art galleries; capital stock of certain cooper- 
ative societies; personal property of certain trust or annuity 
corporations ; Milwaukee Orphan Asylum ; plank or toll roads ; 
boulevards and pleasure grounds held in trust for cities; 
Lawrence Institute of Wisconsin; lands, not exceeding 40 
acres, planted in forest trees (exempt for 30 years) ; memo- 
rial halls, owned and occupied by Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, Soldiers' Memorial Associations, Women's Relief Corps, or 
Sons of Veterans organizations, providing there be in the hall 
a memorial tablet and inscribed thereon all the known names 
of all the enlisted men of a given town, city, or county who 
died in the service during the Civil War. 

i. Assessment. — The assessment or valuation of 
property with the exception of railroads, street rail- 
ways, telegraphs, and property of sleeping car and ex- 
press companies, which is assessed by the state tax 
commission, is made by the local assessors in the 
towns, villages, and cities, and refers in the case of 
real estate to any date between May 1 and the time of 
the sitting of the board of review ; in the case of per- 
sonal property to the 1st day of May, except that saw 
logs, timber, railway ties, or telegraph poles owned 
by nonresidents, may be assessed at any time during 
April. A separate roll by counties is made up by the 
state board of assessment and is the basis of the appor- 
tionment of state taxes. 

Real and personal property is to be valued annually 
by the assessor, either from actual view or the best 
information available, at the full value that could be 
obtained at private sale. 

Beal property belonging to benevolent associations, and 
leased to another, which would be exempt if used by such as- 
sociations, Is assessed to the lessee. 

Real property omitted from assessment in any year may be 
assessed for such year during any of the three next succeeding 
years. 

A mortgage is taxable as an interest in the real estate ; but 
the mortgagor may in the deed elect to have assessed to him, 
together with his own interest, that of the mortgagee. Most of 
the mortgages executed in recent years contain this provision. 

The assessor enters, in separate columns, land; improvements. 
Including such fixtures as are not Included under personal 
property ; and in other columns the several classes of personal 
property. He has authority to examine the taxpayer under 
oath as to personal property. If the assessor has reason to 
believe that there is other property liable to taxation he mny 
add to the aggregate valuation of personal property such 
amount as he estimates to be just and equitable. 

Personal property is, in general, assessed in the assessment 
district in which the owner resides. If the owner be a non- 
resident but has an agent in the state, the personal property 



Is assessed in the assessment district in which the agent re- 
sides. Assessed where located are merchants' goods, wares, 
commodities kept for sale; manufacturers' stock; buildings 
on leased land when the buildings are personal property ; 
farm implements, live stock, farm products other than grain in 
warehouse; cordwood, all saw logs, timber, railroad ties and 
lumber; and all personal property owned by nonresidents 
having no agent in the state. Personal property ordinarily 
assessed at the residence of the owner, is, when held by co- 
partners, joint owners, or owners in common, who reside in 
different assessment districts, assessed in the district in which 
they have their principal office or place of business; and if 
there be no such principal office or place of business, then in 
the assessment district in which the personal property is 
located. 

Shares of stock in incorporated banks, and in trust, annuity, 
and guaranty companies, as well as the capital of every pri- 
vate bank, are liable to assessment and taxation as personal 
property in the district where the bank or other Institution is 
located. This tax may be paid by the bank or company, In 
which case it has a lien on the shares of stock for the amount 
of taxes paid. The tax on shares and capital is in lieu of all 
taxes on the bank's surplus, property, and assets, except real 
estate. 

In assessing shares of stock in any incorporated bank the 
assessor determines their total true cash value according to 
his best judgment; if the bank owns its banking building, the 
assessed value thereof, including the land upon which the build- 
ing is located, if owned by the bank, is deducted from the total 
value of such shares. The remainder, or the whole thereof if 
the bank does not own such building, divided by the total num- 
ber of shares of stock is taken as the valuation for assess- 
ment of such shares. No deduction is made on account of any 
other real estate. There is no direct assessment of the per- 
sonal property of banks. 

Corporations, except when otherwise provided, are assessed 
on their property in the same manner as individuals. Stock 
in corporations so taxed is not taxable. 

The fixtures and appurtenances of waterworks, and gas and 
electric light plants, and the franchises thereof, not owned by 
municipalities, nor carried on in connection with the opera- 
tion of street railways, nor carried on for the exclusive use of 
the person or company engaged therein, are assessed together 
as a single item or unit at a meeting of all the assessors into 
whose assessment districts the utility extends. The valuation 
is then apportioned to the several assessment districts in ac- 
cordance with the proportion of the property located and busi- 
ness transacted in each assessment district. 

Railroads, street railways, private car companies, and ex- 
press companies are assessed by the state tax commission on 
the basis of sworn statements of the officers of the company 
and on its own investigations. The extent and operation of 
the general property tax as applied to these public service 
corporations are more fully treated under the head of Corpora- 
tion taxes. ( See D. Corporation taxes. ) 

The tax commission also exercises general supervision over 
the administration of the assessment and tax laws of the 
state and advises and directs the assessors, boards of review, 
etc., in their work. Whenever, upon complaint made, and 
after a summary hearing, it shall appear to the tax com- 
mission that the assessment of property In any assessment 
district is not in substantial compliance with law and 
that the public interests will be promoted by reassessment, 
the commissioners have authority to order a reassessment of 
all the taxable property in such district to be made by persons 
appointed for that purpose by said commissioners. 

The commission may entertain and determine appeals from 
equalizations made by county boards. 
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Public utilities extending into more than one assessment 
district, but locally taxable, come directly under the super- 
vision of tlie commission, and tbe public utility companies may 
appeal directly to tbe commission as a board of review. 

A statement in detail of the taxes levied in each tov?n, city, 
village, and county must annually, by the third Monday in 
December, be filed by the clerk of each county and minor 
subdivision with the tax commission. The commission supplies 
the necessary blanks. The minor subdivision statements are 
sent through the county clerk, who keeps a copy of them. 
When the statements are not transmitted within the time 
specified a messenger may be sent therefor. 

c. Equalization. — The board of review of the towns 
and cities equalizes the assessment between individ- 
uals of the municipality and corrects the assessment 
roll. It can change not only the valuation of specific 
property assessed, but also the aggregate valuation of 
any kind or class of propert}^ 

In its proceedings the board is empowered to compel, 
by subpoena, the attendance of witnesses, and the pro- 
duction of books, inventories, schedules, papers, or 
documents. 

The county board adjusts and equalizes the valua- 
tion of all taxable property within the county. 

The state tax commission equalizes the assessment 
as between different counties according to the relative 
values, and for this purpose may employ experts to 
make careful investigations. The valuation assigned 
each cotinty is the basis for the apportionment of state 
taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The legislature provides for such annual tax upon 
the aggregate valuation of the state as is sufficient to 
meet the estimated expenses of the state for each year, 
and the deficiency, if any, from the previous year. 
The sum to be raised is apportioned by the secretary 
of state among the several counties in proportion to 
the relative valuation of the property in each county 
as determined by the state board. 

For drainage purposes, assessments may be levied and col- 
lected as other taxes. 

To provide funds for new capitol, heating plant, and ware- 
house, there is levied an annual tax upon the general property 
of the state, in each year for nine successive fiscal years, of 
$450,000, beginning June 30, 1908. 

3. Collection — 

All taxes for state, county, school, and local purposes 
are collected by town, city, or village treasurers. Taxes 
become a lien upon lands from the date of warrant 
in the tax roll authorizing the collection. 

Taxes not paid by February 1 are subject to a pen- 
alty of 2 per cent, which is paid into the treasury 
together with the tax. The treasurer may collect by 
distraint and sale of goods or chattels or bring an 
action to collect the tax on personal property. Lands 
upon which taxes are unpaid are returned as delin- 
quent to the county treasurer, and such county treas- 
urer after advertising such sale may sell on the third 



Tuesday in May any lands upon which taxes are 
delinquent. 

Where lands are sold on or before January 1 the 
tax, unless otherwise by contract provided, is charged 
to the grantee; where sold after January 1, to the 
grantor. 

B. POLL TAXES. 



There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

Sec. 1. A tax is imposed on any transfer of prop- 
erty, real, personal, or mixed, or any interest therein 
or income therefrom, to any person, association, or 
corporation, in the following cases : 

1. When the transfer is by will or by the intestate laws of 
the state, from any person dying seized or possessed of the 
property while a resident of this state. 

2. When the transfer is by will or intestate laws of the 
state of property within the state, or within its jurisdiction, 
and the decedent was a nonresident of the state at the time of 
his death. 

3. When the transfer is of property made by a resident or 
by a nonresident, when such nonresident's property is within 
the state, or within its jurisdiction, by deed, grant, bargain, 
sale, or gift, made in contemplation of death or intended to 
take effect after death. 

4. When any person becomes entitled to property by any 
such transfer made before or after the passage of this chapter. 

5. When any person shall exercise a power of appointment, 
derived from disposition of property made before or after the 
passage of this chapter, such appointment when made shall be 
deemed a transfer taxable in the same manner as though the 
property belonged to the donee of such power. 

6. This tax shall be computed on the true and full value in 
money of the property. 

Sec. 2. When the property or any beneficial interest 
therein passes by any such transfer, where the amount 
of the property shall exceed in value the exemption 
hereinafter specified and shall not exceed in value 
$25,000, the tax is— 

1. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be the husband, wife, lineal 
issue, lineal ancestor of the decedent or any child adopted as 
such in conformity with the laws of this state, or any child to 
whom such decendent for not less than 10 years prior to such 
transfer stood in the mutually acknowledged relation of a 
parent : Provided, however. Such relationship began at or be- 
fore the child's fifteenth birthday, and was continuous for 
said 10 years thereafter, or any lineal issue of such adopted 
or mutually acknowledged child, at the rate of 1 per cent of 
the clear value of such interest in such property. 

2. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be the brother or sister or a 
descendant of a brother or sister of the decedent, a wife or 
widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter of the deCedenr, 
ac the rate of IJ per cent of the clear value of such interest in 
such property. 

3. Where the person or persons entiled to any beneficial in- 
terest in such property shall be the brother or sister of the 
father or mother or a descendant of a brother or sister of the 
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father or mother of the decedent, at the rate^ of 3 per cent of 
the clear value of such interest in such property. 

4. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial 
interest in such property shall be the brother or sister of the 
grandfather or grandmother or a descendant of the brother or 
sister of the grandfather or grandmother of the decedent, at 
the rate of 4 per cent of the clear value of vsuch interest in 
such property. 

5. Where the person or persons entitled to any beneficial in- 
terest in such property shall be in any other degree of col- 
lateral consanguinity than is hereinbefore stated, or shall be a 
stranger in blood to the decedent, or shall be a body politic or 
corporate, at the rate of 5 per cent of the clear value of such 
interest in such property. 

Sec. 3. The foregoing rates in section 2 are for con- 
venience termed the " primary " rates. When the 
amount of the clear value of such property or interest 
exceeds $25,000 the rates of tax upon such excess shall 
be as follows : 

1. Upon all in excess of $25,000 and up to $50,000 one and 
one-half times the primary rates. 

2. Upon all in excess of $50,000 and up to $100,000, two 
times the primary rates. 

3. Upon all in excess of $100,000 and up to $500,000, two and 
one-half times the primary rates. 

4. Upon all in excess of $500,000, three times the primary 
rates. 

Sec. 4. Exemptions: The following exemptions 
from the tax are hereby allowed : 

1. All property transferred to municipal corporations within 
the state for strictly county, town, or municipal purposes, or to 
corporations of this state organized under its laws, solely for 
religious, charitable, or educational purposes, which shall use 
the property so transferred, exclusively for the purposes of 
their organization, within the state, shall be exempt. 

2. Property of the clear value of $10,000 transferred to the 
widow of the decedent, and $2,000 transferred to each of the 
other persons described in the first division of section 2 shall 
be exempt. 

3. Property of the clear value of $500 transferred to each of 
the persons described in the second subdivision of section 2 
shall be exempt. 

4. Property of the clear value of $250 transferred to each of 
the persons described in the third subdivision of section 2 
shall be exempt. 

5. Property of the clear value of $150 transferred to each of 
the persons described in the fourth subdivision of section 2 
shall be exempt. 

6. Property of the clear value of $100 transferred to each of 
the persons or corporations described in the fifth subdivision 
of section 2 shall be exempt. 

Sec. 5. This tax is and remains a lien upon the prop - 
erty transferred until paid. The tax is to be paid by 
the county treasurer to the state treasurer for the use 
of the state, the county treasurer retaining for the 
use of the county out of all taxes so paid, 5 per cent 
on the first $50,000; 3 per cent on the next $50,000, 
and 2 per cent on all additional sums. 

All taxes imposed by this act become due and pay- 
able at the time of transfer except when same is 
limited, conditioned, dependent, or determinable upon 
the happening of some contingency by reason of which 
the fair market value can not be ascertained at the 



time of transfer; in such case the tax shall accrue 
when the beneficiary comes into actual possession or 
enjoyment thereof. If this tax is paid within one 
year, a discount of 5 per cent is allowed; if not paid 
within 18 months from the accruing thereof, interest 
shall be charged and collected at the rate of 10 per 
cent per annum from the time of accrual. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

The property of all railroad companies within the 
state is assessed annually by the tax commission, ex 
officio a state board of assessment, on the basis of 
sworn statements of the officers of the companies and 
on its own investigations. The rate of taxation levied 
on the companies' property is the average rate for 
state, county, and local purposes, determined by di- 
viding the aggregate of such taxes by the aggregate 
assessed value of the property of the state upon which 
such taxes are levied. 

Property of railroad companies includes franchises, right of 
way, roadbed, track, stations, terminals, rolling stock, equip- 
ment, and all other real and personal property of such com- 
pany, used or employed in the operation of the railroad or in 
conducting its business, and all title and interest in such prop- 
erty as owner, lessee, or otherwise. 

In case of railroads partly within and partly without the 
state the commission assesses only the property within the 
state. In determining such value the commission is directed 
by statute to take into consideration the value of the whole 
system, the mileage of the whole system, and the mileage of 
the part within the state; together with such other informa- 
tion, facts, and circumstances as will enable the board to make 
a substantially just and correct determination. 

Excepted from taxation by the tax commission and taxed 
like the property of individuals is real estate not adjoining 
the tracks, stations, or terminals or not necessarily used in 
operating the railroad; also grain elevators used in transfer- 
ring grain between cars and vessels; coal docks, ore docks; 
and merchandise docks. 

In the assessment of telegraph lines the following elements 
of value are considered: Real estate, right of way, poles, wires, 
cables, devices, appliances, instruments, franchises, and ail 
other real and personal property of the company. 

Where a telegraph company has its lines and system partly 
within and partly without the state, the method of arriving at 
the value of the portion within the state is the same as that 
stated above in the case of railroads. 

The property of all street railway companies, and electric 
light, heat, and power companies operated in connection with 
them, and freight line companies, equipment companies, sleep- 
ing car companies, and telegraph companies, are assessed by 
the state tax commission on the basis of sworn reports and 
upon investigation by said commission, and are taxed on such 
assessment at the consolidated state and local rate as in the 
case of railroads. Fifteen per cent of the taxes on street rail- 
ways is retained by the state and 85 per cent is distributed to 
the towns and villages within which the property of the com- 
pany is located and through which the business is carried on, 
as near as possible in proportion to the property located and 
business transacted within each such town, city, and village. 

" Sleeping car company " includes dining, buffet, chair, par- 
lor, and palace car companies. From the actual value of the 
entire amount of capital stock used in the business is deducted 
the value of real estate used out of the state; this amount is 
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then divided by the total number of miles of railroad over 
which the cars are operated to obtain the value per mile, which 
is then multiplied by the number of miles over which the cars 
are run within the state. The result is taken as the actual 
value of the property within the state subject to taxation. 

Express companies are assessed by the state tax commission 
upon the actual value of their property operated in the state 
in the same manner as car companies are assessed. 

Telephone companies pay an annual license fee on gross 
receipts as follows : Where the gross earnings are $500,000 or 
over, 5 per cent; $300,000 and less than $500,000, 4 per cent: 
$100,000 and less than $300,000, 3 per cent ; less than $100,000, 
2i per cent. Fifteen per cent of the license fee from exchange 
service is paid to the state treasurer for the use of the state 
and 85 per cent to the treasurer of the town, city, or village in 
which the exchange is located. The total license fee from toll- 
line service is paid to the state treasurer for the use of the 
state. Should the license fee paid on the total gross receipts 
of any telephone company amount to less than 5 cents for each 
telephone instrument in use, then a tax of that amount Is 
imposed, payable to the state. 

Trust, annuity, and guaranty companies pay to the state 
treasurer as an annual license fee the sum of $500 by the 
1st of March and, in addition thereto, 3 per cent of their net 
annual income. This tax is in lieu of all taxes for any pur- 
pose except those upon real estate. 

All foreign Insurance companies are subject to taxation 
under the reciprocity law. Life insurance companies organ- 
ized under the laws of the state, except fraternal societies and 
purely assessment companies, pay an annual license fee of 
3 per cent on the gross income within the state, except income 
from rents of real estate upon which the company pays taxes. 

Foreign life insurance companies pay an annual license fee 
of $300 except when retaliatory taxes exceed $300, when the 
license fee shall be deducted therefrom. Since 1908 the annual 
license fee has been 3 per cent on gross premiums, and in lieu 
of all taxes, except on real estate. 

Fire and marine insurance companies, other than domestic 
mutual companies, pay annually as a license fee 4 per cent of 
the amount of the gross premiums received during the preced- 
ing year, less reinsurance, return premiums, and cancellations. 

Every underwriter or agent of any fire insurance corpora- 
tion doing business in any city, village, or town containing an 
unincorporated village which has a fire department must pay 
to the treasurer of such municipality a tax of 2 per cent of all 
premiums received by them. 

Fire Insurance companies must also pay a tax of three- 
eighths of 1 per cent on premiums for the expenses of the state 
fire marshal. 

Casualty and surety insurance companies pay annually as a 
license fee 2 per cent of all premium receipts. 

The insurance commissioner, in consideration of the annual 
payment of $15, and in cities having more than 100,000 inhab- 
itants of $50, may issue to any agent a license, revocable at 
any time, permitting such person to act as agent in procuring 
policies of fire insurance for any company, etc., not authorized 
to do business in the state. On such insurance placed in the 
state by an agent the agent pays to the insurance commis- 
sioner for the state, the tax of 2 per cent of the amount of 
gross premiums, less returns, etc. 

All other insurance companies except domestic mutual com- 
panies pay an annual license fee of $300. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following annual taxes and licenses are levied : 

Peddlers who carry goods on foot, $20; with push or hand 
cart, $30; with one horse, $45; with two or more horses or 



automobile, $75; transient merchants, $75, and in addition 
a local license not exceeding $25 per day ; dealers in bankrupt 
stocks or fire sales, $75 and a municipal license not exceeding 
$25 per day : circuses, shows, etc., $100 ; side shows, $20. 

Owners of steamboats used for interstate trade on the Great 
Lakes pay a sum equal to 3 cents per net ton of the registered 
tonnage. This !s in lieu of all other taxes. 

Plank and toll roads pay as a license fee 3 per cent of the 
gross receipts of such roads. This is in lieu of all other taxes. 
A penalty of $500 is imposed for failure to make return or pay 
the license fee. 

Boom companies which operate structures In the waters of 
the state for handling logs pay license fees of 2 per cent of 
the gross earnings of the business. Local taxes on the prop- 
erty may be deducted from the license fees. 

License fees for fishing in certain lake waters. — Gill net, $2 ; 
pound net, $2 ; fyke net, drop net, seine, trammel net, trap net, 
and set hooks, $1. Nonresidents using gill nets in conjunction 
with boats, $100 per annum, with steam tug, boat, or launch 
without steam lift; $200 with steam lifter; $50 for using gill 
net in conjunction with any other boat, launch, or tug, except 
rowboats. License to fish in inland waters: Seine of 500 feet 
to 1,000 feet, $25 ; 1,000 feet or over, $50 ; for fyke or hoop nets, 
$5. Game warden to supply metal tags to licensee upon pay- 
ment of 25 cents. 

Inspection fee and license permitting any nursery, inspected, 
to offer for sale nursery stock, $10 ; agent's license, $1. Reve- 
nue to cover expense of inspection, etc. 

Secretary of state. — Filing articles of incorporation — cor- 
porations for manufacture of beet sugar and dairy products, 
$10; amendments, $5; other corporations, $25; for each addi- 
tional $1,000 of capital stock over $25,000, $1; amendments, 
$10, and $1 for each $1,000 of increase of capital stock; 
mining and smelting companies, if capital stock exceeds 
$150,000, $150; foreign corporations, filing articles, $25. Co- 
operative associations: Filing articles of incorporation, $10; 
amendments, $5; for recording copies of such articles, the 
register of deeds receives a fee of 25 cents. 

Physicians. — Examination, $10; certificate to practice medi- 
cine, $5; dentists — examination, $25; registration, annual, $1; 
reciprocity license, $25. Pharmacists — registration, $5 ; re- 
newal, $1 ; dealers in general merchandise who sell drugs and 
medicines pay a fee not exceeding $5. Midwifery — examina- 
tion, $10 ; certificate, $5 ; registration in cities of the first class, 
50 cents. Veterinary medicine and surgery — examination and 
license, $5 ; annual registration, $1. Embalmer — examination 
and license, $5; renewal, $1. Barber's registration fee, $1; re- 
newal, $1. 

Kegistration of automobiles, $5 ; auto dealers, $5 ; motor 
cycle, $2 ; duplicates, $1. After paying cost of administration, 
three-fourths of the remainder of the fund is to be paid to 
the county treasurers of the several counties in which persons 
paying the license fees reside, in the proportion in which 
such fees have been received, and to be used for highway 
purposes ; the remaining one-fourth goes to the state highway 
fund. 

A fee of $2 is paid to the horse-breeding department of the 
college of agriculture. University of Wisconsin, for examina- 
tion and enrollment of each pedigree, in accordance with breed- 
ing of stallion or jack; renewal fee, $1 (biennial) ; transfer 
fee, 50 cents ; duplicate license certificate fee, 50 cents. 

Commissioner of banking.— -Banks, trust companies, and mu- 
tual savings banks, except national banks, for annual exami- 
nation, assets less than $100,000, $20; $100,000 to $300,000, 
$35; $300,000 to $500,000, $50; $500,000 to $1,000,000, $75; 
$1,000,000 or more, $75 plus $25 for each additional $1,000,000. 

Commissioner of insurance collects the following fees : 
Every insurance corporation, person, or agent, except town 
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insurance companies, millers and manufacturers and church 
mutual, for filing the first declaration or statement, with cer- 
tified copy of charier, $25; annual statement, $25; certificate 
of authority to agents, $1; certified copy of a paper, etc., 15 
cents per folio ; affixing seal, 50 cents. 

Every fraternal benefit society is exempt from all state, 
county, district municipal, and school taxes or fees, but is 
required to pay all taxes and special assessments on its real 
estate and office equipment, and the same fees for filing its 
articles or amendments and annual report and for certified 
copies, as other insurance companies. 

Railroad commission. — Public service corporations, for cer- 
tificates authorizing issue of evidence of indebtedness for pur- 
poses chargeable to capital account, $1 for each $1,000 face 
value of evidence of indebtedness — these fees to be paid into 
the common school fund income. 

In each action In a court of record having civil jurisdiction 
there shall be levied a tax of $1, which shall be paid to the 
clerk at the time of the commencement thereof, which tax on 
suits in the circuit court shall be paid into the state treasury 
and form a separate fund to be applied to the payment of the 
salaries of the circuit judges, and which tax in other courts of 
record the salaries of the judges of which are wholly paid by 
the counties or by any county and city jointly shall be paid 
to the county treasurer to create a fund to be applied to the 
payment of the salaries of such judges. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

On taxable Incomes of individuals, firms, or copartnerships, 
on the first $1,000 or portion thereof, 1 per cent; second, 11 
per cent; third, IJ per cent; fourth, IJ per cent; fifth, 2 per 
cent ; sixth, 2J per cent ; seventh, 3 per cent ; eighth, 3J per 
cent; ninth, 4 per cent; tenth, 4J per cent; eleventh, 5 per 
cent; twelfth, 5i per cent; all additional amounts, 6 per cent. 

On the taxable income of a corporation, joint-stocli company, 
or association, the rate is one-half of 1 per cent on taxable in- 
come which bears a ratio of 1 per cent or less to the assessed 
value of the property used in its acquisition, and with each 
increase of 1 per cent or fraction thereof in the ratio of the 
taxable income to the assessed value of said property the rate 
increases one-half of 1 per cent up to a maximum rate of 6 
per cent. Thus if a taxable income is over 5 and not more 
than 6 per cent of the assessed value the rate is 3 per cent. 

All income, other than that by statute exempt, which resi- 
dents of the state receive from within or without the state as 
well as that which nonresidents receive from within the state 
is taxable. 

Where a resident receives income partly from within and 
partly from without the state, other than income derived 
from rentals, stocks, bonds, securities, or evidences of indebted- 
ness, said resident is taxed on a proportion of the total income 
to be determined by the amount of property from which it is 
derived located or to be acquired within the state and by the 
business transacted within and without the state. 

In the case of Individuals, firms, and copartnerships the fol- 
lowing deductions from the gross income are allowed: 

(1) Necessary expenses, including salaries or wages, of less 
than $700. 

(2) Salaries or wages of $700 or more, providing the name 
and address of the employee is reported. 

(3) Uninsured losses during the year. 

(4) Dividends received from other persons whose income 
has been taxed by the state, providing the amount of said divi- 
dends has been reported by the person taxed at the time of 
the assessment. 

(5) Interest received from bonds or other securities exempt 
from taxation under the laws of the United States. 



(6) Amount paid in taxes, other than inheritance taxes, and 
paid upon the property or business from which the income to 
be taxed is derived. 

(7) All Inheritances, devises, and bequests on which in- 
heritance tax has been paid. 

(8) Life insurance received to the amount of $10,000, if the 
taxpayer was legally dependent on the decedent. 

(9) Current Interest paid on existing indebtedness, provid- 
ing taxpayer reports the name and address of the creditor. 

(10) Compensation or pensions received from the United 
States. 

The deductions 1 to 6 above apply also in the case of cor- 
porations, joint-stock companies, or associations. The interest 
paid on the bonds of a corporation is not, however, allowed as 
a deduction from the income, but the bonds are considered an 
interest in the property and business of the corporation ; and 
the Interest payable on the bonds is taxed to the bondholders 
as a whole and collected at the source. 

After the aforesaid deductions have been made from the 
gross Income, the remainder Is taxable, subject to the follow- 
ing exceptions: 

(1) (o) To an individual income up to and Including $800; 
(6) to husband and wife, $1,200; (c) for each child under the 
age of 18 years, $200; (d) for each additional person, for 
whose support the taxpayer is legally liable and who is en- 
tirely dependent upon the taxpayer for his support, $200; 
(e) the aforesaid exemptions do not apply to Incomes derived 
from sources within the state by nonresidents thereof, nor to 
firms, copartnerships, corporations, joint-stock companies, nor 
associations. In computing the exemptions and the amounts 
of taxes payable, the Income of a wife Is added to the income 
of her husband, and the Income of each child under 18 years of 
age to that of its parent or parents, when said wife or child 
is not living separately from said husband, parent, or parents. 

(2) Income of any mutual savings or loan and building as- 
sociation, or of any religious, scientific, educational, benevolent, 
or other association of individuals not organized or conducted 
for pecuniary profit. 

(3) Incomes derived from property and privileges by per- 
sons now required by law to pay taxes or license fees directly 
into the treasury of the state in lieu of taxes, and such per- 
sons shall continue to pay taxes and license fees as hereto- 
fore. 

(4) Income received by the United States, the state, and all 
counties, cities, villages, school districts, or other political 
units of the state. 

The taxpayer is to make out a list of his taxable income on 
forms supplied by the tax commission or the assessor of 
incomes. 

To secure diligence on the part of the assessor, he Is sub- 
jected to a penalty of $5 for each unanswered question on 
each blank returned, the amount of penalty to be deducted 
from his salary. For Individuals, the period covered for the 
annual Income tax is in all cases the calendar year. For 
firms, copartnerships, corporations, joint-stock companies, and 
associations the period Is for the calendar year except that 
where the books are customarily closed at a date other than 
December 31, or where the Income Is estimated on a basis 
other than that of actual cash receipts and disbursements the 
taxpayer may, with the approval of the tax commission, return 
for assessment the Income or profits earned during the business 
years for which the accounts are customarily made up. 

The assessor of incomes or the tax commission, as the case 
may be, may increase and correct the amount listed by the 
taxpayer. The state tax commission appoints three citizens In 
each county as a board of review of which the county clerk Is 
ex officio the clerk. 
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The county board of review hears complaints and reviews 
the Income assessment of individuals, firms, and copartner- 
ships. A hearing before the county board is prerequisite to 
questioning the income assessment In the courts. A taxpayer 
dissatisfied with the ruling of the county board may appeal to 
the tax, commission. The income assessed to corporations, 
joint-stock companies, and associations is reviewed by and 
complaints are made to the tax commission. 

The computation of the amount due on the income tax, in 
the case of corporations, joint-stock companies, or associa- 
tions is made by the state tax commission; in the case of in- 
dividuals, firms, or copartnerships the computation is made 
by the county clerks. The amounts computed by the tax 
commission are certified to the county clerks ; and the county 
clerks certify all amounts to the town, city, and village clerks. 

The Income tax is collected and paid in the same manner 
as personal taxes. 

An important provision of the law is that which allows 
from the amount payable on the income tax a deduction of 
the amount paid on the personal property tax. Thus wherever 
the amount payable on the personal property tax equals or ex- 
ceeds the amount computed as payable on the income tax, the 
latter will be canceled altogether. As far as its effect on the 
taxpayer is concerned, this provision leaves the same result as 
would have been secured by providing that where a person 
is charged with both an income tax and personal property tax 
only the larger of the two need be paid. 

Of the revenue derived from the income tax, 10 per cent 
goes to the state, 20 per cent to the county, and 70 per cent 
to the town, city, or village in which the tax was assessed, 
levied, and collected. 

County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 
1.- Base — 

The property included is the same for the county 
as for the state. Equalization between the towns is 
peculiar to the county and is made by the county board 
to determine the true relative value of all the taxable 
property in each city, town, and village. Such deter- 
mination constitutes the county assessment and is the 
basis for apportioning all taxes for state and county 
purposes between towns, villages, and cities within the 
county. 

Towns, cities, or villages aggrieved by the equaliza- 
tion made by the county board may appeal to the state 
tax commission to review the action of the board. 
2. Rate— 

The county board determines the amount of taxes 
to be levied for county purposes. There is a limit of 1 
per cent on the total assessed valuation of the county, 
as fixed by the state board of assessment, except when 
necessary to meet indebtedness incurred prior to the 
enactment of chapter 430, Laws of 1907. The county 
tax and the state tax levied upon the county are ap- 
portioned among the several towns, cities, and villages 
by the county clerk, upon the basis of the value of 
property in each as determined in the county assess- 
ment. 

County boards levy annually an additional tax, not less 
than one-twentieth nor more than one-fifth of a mill for re- 



lief of needy soldiers, sailors, or marines who performed mili- 
tary or naval service for the United States, and their indigent 
dependents. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected, as are state and munici- 
pal taxes, by the city, village, or town treasurers. 

B, C, D, AND E. POLL, INHERITANCE, AND CORPORATION 
TAXES, AND BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND PEES. 

Counties levy none of these. Counties, however, re- 
ceive 5 per cent on the first $50,000, 3 per cent on the 
next $50,000, and 2 per cent on all additional sums of 
inheritance taxes collected by the county treasurer for 
the state. (See State Revenues, C. Inheritance tax.) 

Municipal Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization within each municipality are 
the same as for state and county purposes. Local 
taxes are levied and apportioned between individual 
property owners on the basis of the assessment as 
made and corrected by assessors and boards of review 
of the municipality without reference to county or 
state equalization. 

2. Rate- 
In towns the electors at town meeting may vote a 

tax for town purposes not to exceed 1| per cent of the 
total assessed valuation of the town, exclusive of 
school taxes and liabilities lawfully incurred before 
passage of the act of 1907, unless a larger sum is needed 
for the building or repairing of highways or bridges, 
in which case an additional levy, not to exceed one-half 
of 1 per cent may be imposed; provided that not to 
exceed 2 per cent additional may be levied for school 
purposes under a township system of government. In 
cities the common council levies the taxes for such 
sums as it considers necessary, provided that the tax 
levied for municipal purposes, the tax required to be 
levied for state, county, county school, and school dis- 
trict purposes, and the taxes to meet delinquencies for 
the preceding year do not exceed 3^ per cent of the 
assessed value of the property in the city. The county 
board determines the amount to be raised in each town 
for the support of common schools. 

In cities of 10,000 inhabitants or over, a special tax of not to 
exceed two-tenths of a mill may be levied annually for the 
support of special evening instruction or recreation In the 
high school buildings. 

Cities with a population of 150,000 or more (Milwaukee) 
may levy a tax not exceeding two hundred and sixty-four one- 
thousandths of a mill for construction and maintenance of a 
public library. 

Where a library has been given to any city, town, or vil- 
lage the municipality is especially empowered by statute to, 
by ordinance, levy and collect annually for the maintenance 
of the library an amount not to exceed 15 per cent of the 
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amount of the gift, and the ordinance, once enacted, can not 
be repealed. 

In cities of the first class (Milwaukee) the council may 
levy a tax, not exceeding, in the aggregate, exclusive of all 
taxes for public school purposes, 10 mills; for support of 
schools, 2.7 mills; three-tenths of a mill for repair and keep- 
ing in order of school buildings, etc. ; and three-tenths of a 
mill for support of trade schools. 

In cities of less than 40,000 inhabitants the council may 
levy an annual tax of 1 mill for park and playground pur- 
poses, and a special tax for school purposes not exceeding 
3i mills, in addition to the total tax authorized to be levied 
by such cities. 

The towns may be divided into highway districts; and the 
taxes levied and the rates of levy, for highway purposes, in 
one such district may differ materially from those in an ad- 
joining district. 

In addition to the poll tax for highway purposes, an amount 
of not less than 1 nor more than 7 mills on the dollar may be 
assessed on the valuation of the real and personal property in 
each town or superintendent district by the supervisors; pro- 
vided, that in addition to such amount there may be assessed 
an additional amount, not exceeding 15 mills. The maximum 
amount for towns having a population less than 500 is $2,000 ; 
towns containing two congressional tpwnships or more, $3,000. 
Whenever the amount assessed by the supervisors is deemed 
insufficient to keep the highway in repair, an additional tax, 
not to exceed 7 mills, may be levied. For the purpose of re- 
moving snow, the superintendent of highways may levy a 
tax not exceeding one-fourth the amount assessed for regular 
highway purposes. 

The town may levy a tax, not to exceed 1 mill, for purpose 
of " dragging " earth roads. 

Cities of the first class (Milwaukee) may levy a tax not 
exceeding fifty-one one-hundredths of a mill for park and 
boulevard purposes. 

A village sprinkling tax may be levied against benefited 
property. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected with the state and 
county taxes by the town and city treasurers, as 
•described above. 

The county boards of supervisors are empowered to 
make the highway taxes in all towns in the county pay- 
able in money ; otherwise it is optional with the towns 
whether the taxpayer may pay the tax by labor on 
the highway. 

Every person using only wagons or vehicles for hauling loads 
exceeding 1,000 pounds in weight, with wheels the tires of 
which are not less than 3 inches in width, shall receive a rebate 
of one-half of his assessed town, city, or village highway tax ; 
not exceeding in any year $2, if the tire is more than 3 inches 
and less than 3J inches in width, and $3 if more than 3J inches 
In width. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Every male inhabitant between 21 and 50 years of 
age, with certain exceptions, is required to pay a 
highway poll tax of $1.50; commutable at $1.50 for an 
eight-hour day of labor, 50 cents per day for wagon 
or plow, $1 per day for each yoke of oxen, and $1.50 
per day for each span of horses, but payment in labor 



may be abolished in counties or towns as noted in a 
preceding paragraph. 

The council of any city may provide by ordinance for the 
levy of a poll tax of $1.50, assessed upon the electors of such 
city, with certain exceptions. 

C AND D. INI-IEEXTANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. (For distribution to municipalities of amounts 
collected from electric railway property tax see State 
Revenues.) 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

The following annual taxes and licenses are levied : 

Peddlers, at rates fixed by municipal boards ; dealers in bank- 
rupt stock, auctions, and auctioneers, $10 to $300 ; ( in addition, 
certain percentages are required) ; liquor license fees — towns 
having within their boundaries no villages or cities of 500 
inhabitants or more, $100 ; cities, villages, and all other towns, 
$200. These fees may be increased by vote in towns having 
within their boundaries no villages or cities of 500 inhabitants 
or more to $350 or $500 ; in cities, villages, and all other towns 
to $500 or $800. 

School Revenues. 

There is appropriated annually to the common 
school fund income an amount equal to seven-tenths of 
1 mill for each dollar of the assessed valuation of the 
taxable property in the state as determined by the 
state board of assessment, exclusive of the property of 
corporations which pay license fees or which are as- 
sessed for taxation by said board, to be derived an- 
nually as follows : Two hundred thousand dollars from 
the license fees or taxes paid by said corporations, and 
the balance from a lax levied upon all other taxable 
property in the state. The income and the proceeds of 
the state tax of seven-tenths of a mill are to be appor- 
tioned among the several counties. Further apportion- 
ment is then made among the towns, cities, villages, 
and districts. Each town and city is required to raise 
for the support of the common schools a sum not less 
than the amount received from the school fund. 

School districts may be formed by the town and city 
boards and taxes are assessed as for town and county 
purposes. The amount, not to exceed 5 per cent of the 
property valuation, is to be voted by the inhabitants 
of the district. 

Funds are also derived from the proceeds of state 
lands granted by the United States and from various 
other sources. 

Union high school districts may be formed and taxes 
levied for support thereof. 

Highway Taxes. 

Highways may be planned by the counties and towns 
iind designated as " prospective state highways." The 
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town and county together pay not less than 66| per 
cent of the cost of road construction and not less than 
80 per cent of the construction cost of bridges. The 
balance is paid by the state. The proportion paid by 
the town may in no case exceed that paid by the 
county . 

The state highway fund consists of amount levied by 
state taxes, plus the amount paid by county for super- 
visory work by the state highway commission, and the 
surplus paid to and returned .by the county treasurer 
on account of state aid. 

The state fund is distributed to the counties. In 
no case does the state pay more than one-third of 
the cost of any road or more than one-fifth of the cost 
of any bridge. If the amounts available by the towns 
and counties call for an amount from the state fund 
larger than the amount available therein the amount 
available in the state fund is apportioned to the several 
counties in accordance with the proportion each county 
contributed to the total state tax of the preceding 
year and in accordance with the relative amounts 
raised within each county for participation in the 
state-aided road development. For 1911 and 1912 the 
sum of $350,000 was levied and the sum of $40,000 ap- 
portioned for the state highway commission. A county 
may issue bonds to raise its share of the funds ; a town 
may issue 10-year bonds to raise its share of the funds. 

Electors of towns may vote a special tax — minimum, 
for bridges, $250; for highways, $400; maximum, 3 
mills on the dollar, unless the minimum amount above 
requires a greater rate; but by a three-fourths vote 
the electors may make a levy as great as 5 mills ; any 
group of freeholders in a town may pay half of the 
town's share for a certain improvement and petition 
the town board for the payment of the other half, or 
the town board may accept donations for its whole 
share; towns which have voted for improvement of 
roads under acts of 1907 for the year 1912 can secure 
county and state aid the same as though the tax was 
voted under the act of 1911. 

A county may alone improve roads or bridges with- 
out assistance from towns and secure state aid therefor. 
A county may levy a tax for the county's share of all 
road and bridge work. If the amount petitioned for 
by towns exceed the maximum aid from the state the 
county board may either (1) levy an amount equal to 
the county's share of improvements and allot to each 
petitioning town the proportionate share of the state 
fund allotted to the county in the same ratio that its 
petitioned amount bears to the total amount petitioned 
for by all the towns, or (2) the county board may 
select and grant those town petitions which the board 



deems most worthy of immediate action and levy a 
county tax sufficient to pay the county's share of the 
selected improvements. The county board must levy 
annually a tax of not over 3 mills for state-aided high- 
ways, the amount collected therefrom to be kept in a 
fund known as the " county road and bridge fund." 

Owners of lands abutting a prospective state high- 
way for 1 mile or more in length and reaching back 
on either side one-quarter of a mile or less may, as 
an inducement to the improvement of the highway, 
provide for a portion of the town's share of the ex- 
pense by submitting such lands to taxation for not 
exceeding five years at the rate of not exceeding $10 
for each 80 rods of their respective frontages. In that 
event the town may raise the necessary funds by is- 
suing five-year bonds to be paid off in equal propor- 
tions annually. These bonds constitute tax levies upon 
the particular lands obligated for the improvement, 
and are paid as town indebtedness when falling due; 
and in order that they may be paid as they fall due the 
town clerk is to extend on the tax roll against the 
tracts of land so obligated the amount of the bonds, 
principal and interest. These special assessments are 
collected as are other town taxes. 

As noted above (see Municipal Revenues), in addi- 
tion to its contribution to state-aided roads any town or 
superintendent district may levy for road purposes a 
rate not less than 1 nor more than 22 mills on the as- 
sessed valuation; provided, that the amount thus 
raised in any town of 500 population or less must not 
exceed $2,000 ; but if a town of less than 500 inhabit- 
ants has two congressional townships, the amount 
levied may exceed $2,000 but must not exceed $3,000. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

The income tax laws were extensively amended relative to 
exemptions, taxable incomes and situs of property from wliich 
derived. The rates of levy on taxable incomes of corporations 
were charged to the following rates: On th^ first $1,000 or 
part thereof, 2 per cent; on the second, 2i per cent; third, 3 
per cent; fourth, 3i per cent; fifth, 4 per cent; sixth, 5 per 
cent ; and on all additional amounts, 6 per cent. 

Numerous amendments relating to the administrative fea- 
tures of the inheritance tax, the taxation of public utilities 
and insurance companies, sleeping-car, express, freight line 
and equipment companies, water, light, heat and power com- 
panies, and to the statutes relating to the powers and duties 
of the tax commission were enacted. 

Certain forest reserve lands were made subject to taxatioQ 
for all purposes except state, at a rate not to exceed li per 
cent of the assessed value. 

A number of minor changes were also made in the laws 
relating to the assessment of property, in the licensing of 
various occupations and businesses, and in license fees. 
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Wyoming draws its state revenues primarily from 
the general property tax. A state inheritance-tax law 
was enacted in 1903. There are no special taxes on 
corporations except insurance companies. Counties 
draw also from poll and license taxes, while the mu- 
nicipal revenues are drawn chiefly from the general 
property tax and business taxes and licenses and fees. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE XV. 

Sec. 1. All lands and improvements thereon shall be listed 
for assessment, valued for taxation and assessed separately. 

Sec. 2. All coal lands in the state from which coal is not 
being mined shall be listed for assessment, valued for taxation 
and assessed according to value. 

Sec. 3. All mines and mining claims from which gold, silver, 
and other precious metals, soda, saline, coal, mineral oil, or 
other valuable deposit, is or may be produced shall be taxed 
ir. addition to surface improvements, and in lieu of taxes on 
the lands, on the gross product thereof, as may be prescribed 
by law : Provided, That the product of all mines shall be taxed 
in proportion to the value thereof. 

Sec. 4. For state revenue there shall be levied annually a 
tax not to exceed 4 mills on the dollar of the assessed valua^ 
tion of the property in the state except for the support of state 
educational and charitable institutions, the payment of the 
state debt and the interest thereon. 

Sec. 5. For county revenue there shall be levied annually a 
tax not to exceed 12 mills on the dollar for all purposes, in- 
cluding general school tax, exclusive of state revenue, except 
for the payment of its public debt and the interest thereon. 
An additional tax of ,$2 for each person between the ages of 
21 years and 50 years, inclusive, shall be annually levied for 
county school purposes. 

Sec. 6. No incorporated city or town shall levy a tax to 
exceed 8 mills on the dollar in any one year, except for the 
payment of its public debt and the interest thereon. 

Sec. 9. There shall be a state board of equalization, com- 
posed of the state auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state. 

Sec 10. The duties of the state board shall be as follows : To 
fix a valuation each year for the assessment of live stock, and 
to notify the several county boards of equalization of the rate 
so fixed at least 10 days before the day fixed for beginning 
assessments; to assess at their actual value the franchises, 
roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock and all other prop- 
erty used in the operation of all railroads and other common 
carriers, except machine shops, rolling mills, and hotels in 
this state ; such assessed valuation shall be apportioned to the 
counties in which such roads and common carriers are located, 
as a basis for taxation of such property: Provided, That the 
assessment so made shall not apply to incorporated towns and 
cities. Said board shall also have power to equalize the valua- 
tion on all property in the several counties for state revenue 
and such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 



"This compilation is derived mainly from the following 
sources : 

Revised Statutes of Wyoming, in force December 1, 1899. 
Compiled by J. A. Van Orsdel and Fenimore Chatterton, by 
authority of the fifth state legislature: Chaplin, SpofCord & 
Mathison, Laramie, Wyo., 1899. 

Laws of Wyoming, 1901: Chaplin, Spofford & Mathison, 
Laramie, Wyo., 1901. 

Revenue Laws of Wyoming, 1910, compiled by W. O. 
Richards, commissioner of taxation. 

The Session Laws to 1913. 



Sec. 11. All property, except as in this constitution other- 
wise provided, shall be uniformly assessed for taxation, and 
the legislature shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure 
a just valuation for taxation of all property, real and personal. 

Sec. 12. The property of the United States, the state, coun- 
ties, cities, towns, school districts, municipal corporations, and 
public libraries, lots with the buildings thereon used exclu- 
sively for religious worship, church parsonages, and public 
cemeteries shall be exempt from taxation, and such other 
property as the legislature may by general law provide. 

Sec 13. No tax shall be levied, except in pursuance of law, 
and every law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object 
of the same, to which only it shall be applied. 

Sec 14. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered 
or suspended by any grant or contract to which the state or 
any county or other municipal corporation shall be a party. 

OmCEES. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

1. The city or town clerk in cities under 9,000 population, 
who is ex officio assessor, assesses property in the city or town 
for purposes of municipal taxation. In cities of over 9,000 
(second class) the assessment for municipal taxation is made 
by the county assessor. 

2. The city or town board of equalization, consisting of the 
piembers of the council and the city clerk. 

3. The city or town treasurer, who collects municipal taxes. 

4. The county assessor, elected for two years. Salaries are 
graded according to total valuation as fixed by the state and 
county boards of equalization. Enter upon their duties the 
first Monday in January after election. 

5. The county treasurer, elected for two years, who Is 
collector of taxes. 

6. The county board of equalization, composed of the board 
of county commissioners. 

7. The state board of equalization, composed of the secre- 
tary of state, treasurer, and auditor. 

8. The state tax commissioner, appointed by the governor 
for a term of four years, who has general supervision over all 
boards of commissioners and equalization. 

State Revenues. 

a. general propertt taxes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All prop- 
erty, real and personal, not exempted by law is subject 
to taxation: 

(1) Real property includes land, possesscry claims, build- 
ings and improvements, ferries, franchises, and toll bridges. 

(2) Personal property includes domestic animals and dogs, 
bank deposits and specie, credits, mortgages, stock and securi- 
ties, annuities, and all other property not specified. 

(3) Exemptions, In addition to public property, are: Public 
libraries; churches; parsonages; public grounds and ceme- 
teries ; fire engines and station houses ; family Bible, pictures, 
and schoolbooks; household and kitchen furniture, beds, bed- 
ding, wearing apparel of every person, and the food provided 
for each family, not to exceed in all the value of $500 ; prop- 
erty used in the manufacture of beet sugar in the state for a 
period of 10 years where 75 per cent of the beets used are 
grown in the state; pensions, salaries, and payment for serv- 
ices expected to be rendered ; all mortgages upon property 
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within the state, whether real or chattel, together with the 
indebtedness thereby secured : Provided, That the mortgaged 
property, whether real or personal, shall be taxed at its true 
value. By act of February 1, 1901, lands and buildings used 
for schools, orphan asylums, or hospitals, and lodge rooms of 
secret, benevolent, and charitable societies not for private 
profit are exempt. State, county, municipal, and school dis- 
trict bonds owned by residents of the state were exempted in 
1905. 

b. Assesstnent. — There is one assessment list for state 
and county taxes and another list for city and town 
taxes. The assessment roll for the state and county 
taxes is made up annually by the county assessor on 
the basis of schedules made out by him or his deputies, 
but sworn to by the owner. The basis of assessment is 
the actual or full cash market value as of April 1, 
except that the valuation of property may be fixed or 
limited by the state board of equalization. The pen- 
alty for refusing to make oath as to the correctness of 
the list or for failing to list all property is the doub- 
ling of the ordinary assessed valuation. Live stock is 
assessed at an average valuation per head, which is 
fixed by the state board of equalization. 

Bona flde debts may be deducted from credits, except notes 
given as premiums of insurance, unpaid subscriptions to insti- 
tutions or societies, or unpaid subscriptions to capital stock. 

The assessment of railroads, express companies, telegraph 
and telephone lines, and car companies of all , sorts, for state, 
county, and school district taxation, Is made by the state board 
of equalization on the basis of statements made by the com- 
panies, and the assessment so made is apportioned to the 
counties on the basis of mileage in the counties, where it is 
reapportioned to school districts by the county commissioners. 
The assessment for purposes of city and town taxation Is 
made by the municipal officials. Property not used in connec- 
tion with the operation of the railroad or telegraph lines, such 
as machine shops, rolling mills, and hotels, is assessed by the 
county assessors as real estate. 

Merchants are to list the average value of their capital 
during the year previous; commission merchants, the average 
monthly amount since the last assessment. 

Manufacturers are to list the average value of the raw 
materials in their hands. 

Capital and surplus of banks and banking associations, ex- 
cept national banks, doing business in the state, are assessed 
for taxation. The amount of capital actually invested in real 
estate shall be deducted from the total and such real estate 
assessed for taxation at its actual value. Shares of stock in 
national banks are assessed to the owners at their par value. 

The gross product of all mines and mining claims from 
which gold, silver, and other precious metals, soda, saline, coal, 
mineral oil. or other valuable deposit is produced, is to be 
returned by the owner and assessed for taxation by the state 
board of equalization. The tax on such products is in addi- 
tion to taxes assessed on surface improvements and in lieu 
of taxes upon the land. 

Personalty brought, driven, or coming into the state prior 
to the last day of each year which remains for a period of not 
less than 30 days is assessed in the same planner as if it 
had been in the county at the time of the annual assessment, 
provided it has not been assessed in some other county for 
that year. 

All live stock upon the open range, for the purpose of 
taxation, has its situs In the county in which is located the 
" home range." If the " home range " of any herd or brands 



of live stock is located in two or more counties, the assessment 
is apportioned. Live stock is to be assessed in the county 
where located on the first day of April, or if brought into the 
state after that date, in the county where first brought in. 
The owner of any live stock which is to be brought into the 
state after the first day of April Is required to give 10 days' 
notice by registered letter of the removal of the stock to the 
assessor of the county into which the stock is first to be 
brought. The owner of any live stock which has been assessed 
must give notice to the county clerk of any removal from the 
county, and a copy of this notice is transmitted by this 
oflBcer to the clerk of the county where the stock is to be taken. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes between individuals, hears complaints on the 
assessments, adds omitted property and assesses the 
value thereof, and corrects the valuations in the assess- 
ment roll. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- 
tion of real property among the several counties and 
towns in the state, and may add to or deduct from the 
aggregate valuation of real property in any county. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for state revenues, except for the support 
of state educational and charitable institutions, and 
for the payment of the state debt and the interest 
thereon, is limited by the constitution to 4 mills, on 
the dollar, and the tax to be levied and collected by 
each county is at this rate unless a lower one is deter- 
mined by the state board of equalization. 

For maintenance of state institutions, the state board of 
equalization. In its judgment, may authorize the following 
levies: General hospital fund, one-eighth of 1 mill on each 
dollar ; fund for the insane, one-half of 1 mill on each dollar ; 
university tax, one-half of 1 mill on each dollar ; capitol build- 
ing, one-eighth of 1 mill on each dollar; Sheridan Hospital, 
one-eighth of 1 mill; charitable institutions, 1 mill on each 
dollar ; and a tax sufficient to pay the interest on state bonds ; 
special assessment providing for formation and organization 
of drainage districts, assessments to be made on persons and 
property benefited thereby. 

Special taxes levied for 1912 were as follows: Wyoming 
Industrial Institute, three-eighths of 1 mill on the dollar; 
University of Wyoming, three-eighths of 1 mill on the dollar; 
Hospital for Insane, one-half of 1 mill on the dollar (annually). 
In the case of live stock and personalty remaining in the state 
more than 30 days and less than 6 months only one-half the 
tax of that upon other like property is levied. 

3. Collection — 

All state, county, and school district taxes are due 
and payable, without demand, after the third Monday 
in September, at the office of the county treasurer. 
When, through error, property has been omitted from 
taxation, the back tax can be collected, without inter- 
est, for five years past, or, in case property has changed 
hands in the meantime,- back to the time when the 
present owner came into possession. 

After December 31 all unpaid taxes are delinquent, 
and a penalty of 8 per cent is added and the whole 
draws interest at that rate. Taxes are a lien on per- 
sonal property assessed and on real property for both 
real and personal taxes from December 31. Delin- 
quent taxes are collected by distress and sale. 
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B. POLL TAXES. 

There is no state poll tax. 

C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

All property, real, personal, and mixed, which shall 
pass by will or by the intestate laws of this state from 
any person who may die seized or possessed of the 
same, while a resident of this state, or if decedent was 
not a resident of this state at the time of his death, 
which property or any part thereof shall be within 
this state, or any interest therein or income therefrom, 
which shall be transferred by deed, grant, sale, or gift 
made in contemplation of the death of the grantor or 
bargainor or intended to take effect, in possession or 
enjoyment after such death, to any person or persons, 
or to any body politic or corporate which shall become 
beneficially entitled, in possession or expectation, to 
any property or income thereof, shall be and is subject 
to a tax at the rate hereinafter mentioned. 

When the property passes to or for the use of any father, 
mother, husband, wife, child, brother, sister, wife or widow of 
the son or husband of the daughter, or any adopted child, or 
to any lineal descendant borne in lawful wedlock, the rate is 
2 per cent of the clear market value. There is exempt from 
this tax $10,000 of each bequest. 

In the case of all other beneficiaries the rate is 5 per cent 
of the clear market value. Any estate which may be valued 
at a less sum than $500 shall not be subject to this tax. 

A life estate to beneficiaries of the first class with 
remainder to a collateral heir or stranger in the blood. 
or body politic or corporate, is not taxable, but such 
remainder is taxable, and the tax together with in- 
terest thereon remains a lien upon the property until 
paid. 

All taxes imposed on inheritances are due and pay- 
able at the death of the decedent; if paid within six 
months from the accrual thereof, a discount of 5 per 
cent is allowed, but if not paid within one year from 
the death of the decedent interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent per annum is charged. 

The entire amount of this tax is paid to the county 
treasurer of the county where collected, and is to be 
used for the sole purpose of the permanent improve- 
ment of county roads. Such roads shall not be built 
within the corporate limits of any city or village. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Every corporation or association, whether domestic 
or foreign, doing business in the state, is taxed upon 
all property owned by it, situated in the state, includ- 
ing all money, credits, and assets, at the actual value 
of such property. The capital stock of such corpora- 
tion or association is not taxed to such corporation. 

Express companies pay a tax of 5 per cent of the gross re- 
ceipts within the state, which is in lieu of all taxes, state and 
42649°— 14 18 



county. One-half goes to the state and one-half to the counties 
on a mileage basis. 

Insurance companies pay 2J per cent of the gross premiums 
received from business in the state on the basis of annual 
reports to the insurance commissioner, who collects the tax 
between February 1 and March 30 in each year. Insurance 
companies are subject to no other taxation except taxes on 
real and personal property and such fees as are imposed as a 
condition precedent to the transaction of business within the 
state. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Corporations pay for filing certificate of incorpora- 
tion as follows: 

For a capital stock of $5,000 or less, $5 ; $5,000 to $100,000, 
$10; over $100,000, $10, plus 5 cents additional for each 
$1,000 in excess of $100,000 ; for filing a certificate of residence, 
etc., $2.50; incorporation fee of a mutual fire Insurance com- 
pany, $5; the insurance commissioner (auditor) shall collect 
from every insurance company for the first application, ex- 
amination and issuing certificate of license, $50 ; for filing 
each annual statement, $25 ; for each certificate of authority, 
$1 ; and other minor fees. Fidelity insurance companies may 
insure against burglary, theft, or housebreaking for an annual 
fee of $25 and $1 annually for each agent appointed in the 
state; the fees required of fraternal associations are $15 for 
filing certificate, and $10 annually thereafter. 

Examination and certificate to a certified public accountant, 
$25; registered nurse, $10. 

Temporary teachers' certificate, 50 cents; second and third 
class and special teachers' certificate, $1; first class and pro- 
fessional teachers' certificate, $1.50. 

Hunters' licenses as follows: Resident, $2.50; game bird, 
$1.50; special, $17.50; nonresident, $5; special, $50; alien, $20. 

Physicians' and surgeons' examination, $25; pharmacist, 
original registration fee, $10, annual fee, $2 ; assistant pharma- 
cist, $5 and $1.50, respectively. 

Fraternal benefit society. — Filing certificate, $15, and $10 
annually thereafter ; license to sell nursery stock, $25 ; bar 
examination and admission to practice, $15 ; for the sale of 
liquor on each dining or buffet car, $50 annually; water per- 
mit, $2, recording same, $1 ; examination and report on min- 
ing claim, $25, and $25 per day additional for services of state 
geologist for making detailed statement and report; filing 
mine statement, $1. 

By secretary of state. — Certificate and seal, $1 ; filing each 
paper, $1 ; commission to a notary, $5 ; commission to a com- 
missioner of deeds, $5 ; extradition writ, $5 ; filing trade- 
mark certificate, $5 ; recording contract for the sale of rail- 
road property, $8; and other minor fees. 

By the commissioner of public lands. — Filing application to 
lease or purchase land, $1 ; recording same, for each 160 acres 
or less, $4, and for each additional 160 acres or fraction, $2; 
recording feach lease of one section, $10, and for each addi- 
tional 160 acres or fraction, $2; recording each mineral lease 
of 160 acres or less, $10, and for each additional 160 acres or 
fraction, $2 ; for granting and recording right of way, $5 ; 
certificate of purchase of one section or less, $2, and for each 
additional section or fraction, 50 cents ; duplicate certificate of 
purchase, $2; recording patent, $2; recording assignment of 
lease, 50 cents. 

By supreme court. — For declaration of intention proceed- 
ings, $10 ; certificate of citizenship, $2.50 ; certificate to an 
attorney to practice, $3 ; docketing each action, $1 ; entering 
decree, $1 ; and certain minor fees. 
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Recording or making certified copy of any document, $1 for 
tlie first folio and 15 cents for each subsequent folio. 

F. THE INCOME TAX. 

There is no income tax in Wyoming. 

County Revenues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for county as for 
state purposes. 

2. Rate- 
County taxes are levied by the county commis- 
sioners, of which the aggregate, including the general 
school tax, is limited to 12 mills on the dollar, exclu- 
sive of state revenue and the payment of the public 
debt and interest thereon. 

The board of county commissioners may levy a tax, 
not to exceed 2 mills on the dollar, for the construc- 
tion of bridges, between counties; also one not to ex- 
ceed one-fourth of 1 mill for county library purposes ; 
and a tax not to exceed six-tenths of 1 mill for general 
school purposes. The county commissioners are an- 
nually to expend from the revenue a sum not to ex- 
ceed 2 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in the county for the support of 
the poor and lunatics ; and an amount not to exceed 3 
mills for road purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the county treasurer the same 
as for state taxes. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Under the provisions of the constitution each county 
levies a poll tax of $2 on every person between the 
ages of 21 and 50 years for school purposes. It is the 
duty of the assessor to prepare a list of the polls, and 
the tax when properly assessed becomes due and pay- 
able on the delivery of the tax list to the treasurer. 
Members of the fire department and their wives, 
and active members of the state national guard, are 
exempt. 

Delinquent poll taxes may be collected by the sale of 
the taxpayer's property. From the proceeds of such 
a sale the collector deducts the amount of the tax and 
$1 as his fee, and returns the remainder to the tax- 
payer. 

The county commissioners may levy on males be- 
tween 21 and 50 years of age a special road tax of $2, 
which is to be collected according to road districts, 
and may be worked out. Members of fire companies 
and of the state national guard are exempt. 



C AND D. INHERITANCE AND CORPORATION TAXES. 

The entire receipts from the inheritance tax imposed by 
the state are retained by the county in which collected and 
are used for the sole purpose of the improvement of county 
roads, and one-half of the 2J per cent tax against insurance 
companies is the only special corporation tax accruing to the 
county. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

Licenses are issued by the sheriff of each county as 
follows : 

Auctioneers, permanently located, $60 per year; auctioneers 
and peddlers generally, $300 per year; pawnbrokers, $25 per 
quarter ; intelligence office, $15 per quarter ; exhibition, $10 to 
$50 per day ; circuses, $50 per day ; gaming licenses — farO, 
monte, keno, rondo, lansquenet, roulette, vingt et un, and 
craps, $1.50 per quarter ; billiard table license, not for private 
use, $5 per quarter ; bowling alley, $10 per quarter ; game 
license, $1 per annum, to nonresidents, $40, guides, $10. Liquor 
licenses — sale within 5 miles of a railway station or town, city, 
or village, $1,000 per annum ; wholesale dealers, $300 per an- 
num ; car liquor license, $10 per car. License taxes for liquor 
selling, billiard tables, and other game or games within the 
corporate limits of any city, village, or town go to the munici- 
pality. Inspection of horses or mules about to be shipped or 
driven out of state (sheriff of county is inspector), 15 cents 
per head. Itinerant vendors — on foot, $5 ; on bicycle, $50 ; 
one-horse vehicle, $200 ; two or more horses, $300 ; automobile, 
$200 ; traveling by any other manner, $250 ; doing business in 
any building, tent, car, or boat, $250 ; each assistant to itiner- 
ant vendor, $25. Beef peddler's license, $5. 

Municipal Re^tinues. 

a. general property taxes. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to municipal taxation is the 
same as that subject to taxation by the state and 
county. Incorporated towns and cities make their own 
assessment rolls, however, and have their own boards 
of equalization. 

2. Rate— 

No incorporated city or town shall levy a tax to 
exceed 8 mills on the dollar, except for the payment 
of its public debt and interest thereon. 

In 1911 an act was passed making it unlawful for any city 
or town to levy a tax for city or town purposes which wiU 
produce a sum of money increasing by more than 2 per cent 
the total produced within their respective jurisdictions for 
the preceding year, except that by proper vote a further in- 
crease may be authorized for one year, but thereafter the 
additional sums raised by such specially authorized levy shall 
not be taken into account in computing the authorized 2 per 
cent annual increase in the levy. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the town or city treasurer. 

B. POLL TAXES. 

Cities and towns do not levy a poll tax. The resi- 
dents of municipalities, however, are subject to the 
county poll tax both for school and road purposes. 
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C. THE INHERITANCE TAX. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

D. CORPORATION TAXES. 

Cities granting exclusive franchises for water or light, or 
any franchises for street railways or electric or gas lighting 
or heating must contract to receive at least one-fifth of all 
the net earnings and revenues in excess of 6 per cent net 
profits upon the capital actually invested under such franchise. 

E. BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND FEES. 

All taxes on licenses issued by the county for the sale of 
liquors, keeping billiard tables, or other game or games, when 
the licensee carries on the business within the corporate lim- 
its of any incorporated town, city, or village, is to be collected 
by the municipality and applied to the general revenue pur- 
poses thereof. 

Cities have power to raise revenue by collecting license taxes 
on any corporations or businesses within the limits of the city, 
Including the sale of liquor. The license tax on dogs is from 
$1 to $5. 

Incorporated towns may license and tax dogs, hucksters, 
peddlers, pawnbrokers, exhibitions, shows, the sale of liquors, 
billiard tables, bowling alleys, and other games, drays, hacks 
and carriages, and other vehicles as the town council may 
prescribe. 

Underwriters are required to pay to cities a duty or rate of 
1 per cent upon the amount of all premiums. 

ScHooi, Revenues. 

The county is subdivided by the county superin- 
tendent of schools into school districts, not to exceed 
25 districts to a population of 10,000. The tax limit 
for school purposes by local school districts is 3^ mills, 
except that, by proper vote, etc., the rate may be in- 
creased to a maximum of 8 J mills. The county assessor 
at the time of making the county assessment also as- 
sesses the property of the district. The board of 
county commissioners equalizes the assessment of the 
several school districts. There is levied by the county 
commissioners at the time of the levy for county pur- 
poses the tax voted in the district, upon the district 
assessment, and upon that of railroad and telegraph 
property as made by the state board of equalization. 
Collection is made by the county treasurer the same as 
for county taxes. 

The general county levy for school purposes is 
limited to 3 mills. The $2 poll tax is for county school 
purposes. 



Apportionment of school funds in the county treas- 
ury is made by the county superintendent as follows: 
$150 to each school district for the payment of 
teachers, and all moneys remaining pro rata in ac- 
cordance with the number of pupils, except that all 
poll taxes collected for school purposes by the county 
treasurer are to be paid over to the school district in 
which they were collected. 

All fines and penalties under the general laws of 
the state belong to the public school fund of the re- 
spective counties. 

LEGISLATION AFFECTING REVENUE LAWS: 1913. 

Shares of stock of all banks, banking associations, loan 
or investment companies organized under state laws or of the 
United States, are assessed on the par value thereof in the 
name of the shareholder in the city or county where such 
bank, etc., is located. The surplus and undivided profits are 
assessed to the shareholders, provided, that only the surplus 
and undivided profits of such association .or company as ex- 
ceeds 50 per cent of the capital stock thereof is assessed. 

Sheep or bucks driven into the state are to be inspected, 
for which a fee is charged as follows: 3 cents per head for 
sheep, and 25 cents for total number of bucks. Fees to be 
paid into state treasury to credit of the sheep inspection and 
indemnity fund. 

The state board of live stock commissioners collect a fee of 
$1 for recording brands, etc. Fees for the " inspection fund." 

Corporations pay an occupation tax as follows : 

Not organized for profit, no capital stock, $5; capital stock 
$10,000 or less, $10 ; over $10,000 to $25,000, $15 ; over $25,000 
to $50,000, $20 ; over $50,000 to $100,000, $25. If capital stock 
ig more than $100,000, $25, plus 20 cents for each additional 
$1,000 of capital stock in excess thereof. For filing amend- 
ments increasing capital stock, same rate as original. For 
filing other amendments, $5. For filing each certified copy of 
charter or amendment thereto, of a foreign corporation, the 
fees are the same as for domestic corporations. 

Embalmers, $15 for the first year and $2 annually there- 
after; recording cattle brand, $1; certified copy of same, 50 
cents; trapper's permit, $5. 

The tax on Wyoming live stock which grazes part of the year 
in another state is to be based on the proportionate time it is 
in Wyoming. A reciprocity tax was provided for on live stock 
belonging in another state but which grazes part of the year in 
Wyoming. 

The licensing of all automobiles using public highways was 
provided for and requiring an annual fee of $4 in addition to 
small service fees. Automobiles are to be taxed as personal 
property, but the law provides that no license fee shall be 
collected by cities, towns, or counties. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS OF THE PERMANENT CENSUS BUREAU— Continued. 

(Continued from page 2 of cover.) 

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 



FOREST PRODUCTS 

(These publications, of octavo size, issued yearly, 
were compiled in cooperation wilh the Forest Service, 
Department of Agriculture. The only pu'jllcation of 
this series Issued for 1912 was Lumber, latb, and shin- 
gles. The compiling of these statistics has been discon- 
tinued by the Bureau of the Census, but will be contin- 
ued by the Forest Service In less comprehensive form. ) 
Pulp-woodconsumption: *1907, 1908,1909, 1910,and 1911. 
Lumber.lath.andshmgles: *1907, 1908, 1909, 1910,1911, 

and 1912. 
Slack cooperage stock: 1907, *1908, 1909, *1910, and 1911. 
Tanbark and tannmg extracts: 1907, 1908, and 1909. 

(This pamphlet was not issued in 1910 and 1911.) 
Excelsior: 1911. 

Veneers: 1907, 1908, 1909, *1910, and 1911. 
Tight cooperage stock: 1907, *1908, 1909, *1910, and 

1911. 
Wood distillation: 1907. *1908, 1909, 1910, and 1911. 
Cross-ties purchased: 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, and 1911. 
Poles purchased: 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, and 1911. 
Forest products of the tJnited States: *!907, 1908, and 

1909, (Thispamphletnot issued for 1910 and 1911.) 

HEADS OF FAMILIES— FIRST CENSUS OF 
THE UNITED STATES: 1790 

(These volumes, of quarto size, are for sale only, at 
11 lor each state ; remittance should accompany the 
request, addressed to the Director of the Census.) 

The First Census covered the present states of Con- 
necticut, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Peimsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Termessee, Vermont, and 
Virginia. The returns for Delaware, Georgia, Ken- 
tucky, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Virginia were 
destroyed. 

The following volumes have been issued: Connecti- 
cut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Vermont, and Virginia. The 
volume for Virginia contains the state enume?ations 
only from 1782 tol785. 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, CENSUS OF 1903 

(On September 26, 1902, pursuant to act, of Congress 
approved July 1, 1902, the President directed that the 
census of the Philippine Islands be taken by the Philip- 
pine Commission, and that the United States Census 
Bureau compile aijd tabulate the returns and print and 
distribute the completed reports. These reports wore 
issued in English and Spanish; both editions are now 
exhausted.) 

*Volume I— Geography, history, and population. 
♦Volume II— Population. 
•Volume III— Mortality, defective classes, education, 

families and dwellings. 
♦Volume IV — Agriculture, social and industrial sta- 
tistics. 

{BuUetiTis, compiled from the reports, Englisli only.) 

No. 1 — Population of the Philippines. 
No. 2 — Climate of the Philippines. 
No. 3 — ^Volcanoes and seismic centers of the Philippine 
Archipelago. 

CUBA, CENSUS OF 1907 

(The Cuban Census of 1907 was taken by order of the 
provisional government, and the material was com- 
piled and published, under the direction of the director 
of the Cuban census, by the Bureau of the Census. 
The report was printed m Spanish. In order to meet 
the demand in the United States for information re- 
garding Cuba, the provisional governor of the Repub- 
lic authorized the director of the Cuban census of 1907 
to prepare a compendium, printed in English. Both 
volumes are of octavo size.) 
*Censo de la Repdblica de Cuba: 1907 (report). 
*Cuba: Population, history, and resources: 1907 (com- 
pendium). 

VITAL STATISTICS 

•Extension of registration area for births and deaths; a 
practical example of cooperative census methods as 
applied to the state of Pennsylvania: 1906. 

Internationa! classification of causes of sickness and 
death: 1910. 

Legal importance of registration of births and deaths: 
1908. 

Legislative requirements for registration of vital sta- 
tistics: 1903. 

For list of Thirteenth Census publications, see (allowing page. 



•Manual of international classification of oauseaof death 
(adopted by the Census OtDce for compilation of 

mortolity statistics): 1902. 
Manual of international list of causes of death: 1911. 
•Medical education in vital statistics: 1903. 
Modes of statement of cause of death and duration ol 

illness upon certificates of death: 1907. 
Physicians' pocket reference to the international list 

of causes of death: 1910 and 1913. 
Practical registration methods: 1903. 
•Registration of births and deaths: 1903. 
•Relation of physicians to mortality statistics: 1903. 
•Statistical treatment of causes of death: 1903. 
Tuberculosis in the United States: 1908. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

American census taking: 1904. 

Cen.su3 Office and coordination of statistics: 1909. 

Collaboration in Federal and state statistical work: 
1904. 

Cooperation and unification in Federal and state sta- 
tistical work: 1903. 

Cotton ginning reports: Issued In card form (4 by 6 
Inches) at intervals during the cotton ginning season. 

History and growth of United States Census: 1790- 
1890. 

Leaf tobacco: Reports on quantity held by dealers 
and manufacturers: April 1 and October 1 of each 
year Since 1912. 

Report of the Director of the Census to the Secretary 
of Commerce and Labor concerning the administra- 
tion of the permanent bureau: 1903. 

Reports of the Director of the Census to the Secretary 
of Commerce concerning the operations of the bu- 
reau for each fiscal year, *1903-4, 1904-8 to 1913-14. 

Standard form for reporting the financial statistics of 
public schools: 1911. 

•Suggested standard forms for reports of the financial 
transactions and physical statistics of parks: 1911. 

Summary of state laws relating to the dependent 
classes: 1913. . 

Uniform accounts as a basis for standard forms for 
reporting financial and other statistics of health 
departments; 1912. 

Unuorm accountsfor systems of water supply: 1911. 

Unilorra municipal accounting: •1904. 
Same, 1906. 



THIRTEENTH CENSUS (1910) PUBLICATlCmsr 

volumes°"u^b«eri to x'l ^lnHr/?n"«7<5 ^"^^^^ 'T}^,.''^ ^^ Thirteeiith Decennial Census of 1910, have been issued. The 
Su"d 5 UmTted editions i^dZ^^Zfl }^/^f.J>^Sf^)' .constituting the complete reports of the census, which are listed below, were 
SutiS aSvh?di^d3 w^n^ifri t^f ^ •^°' libraries msUtutions, and special students of statistics. Because of the restricted dis- 
wMch vriil Sv t^« Tltr.^nA?lK r ' ^'^® T^ °' "i °^ *^^ volumes is asked to accompany his request by an explanatory statement 
S^^\^/KSol.'s\^nd^^^^^^ ^^^ ^olw4 list gives theVe or^description 



HNAt, BEPORia or THE THmiEENTH CEN3T78^ 

Pofclation: 

Vol. I.— Qeneral report and analysis. 1369 p. 
(Each chapter of this volume was printed as a 
separate. The titles are listed below.) 

Vol. II.— Reports by states, with statistics for 
counties, cities, and other civil divisions— Ala- 
bama to Montana. 1160 p. 

Vol. lU.— Same— Nebraska to Wyoming; Alaska 

, Hawaii, and Porto Bico. 1225iii. 

Vol. IV.— Occupation statistics. 615 p. 
Aqeiculture: , 

Vol. v.— General report and analysis. 927 p. 
(Each chapter of this volume was printed as a 
separate. The titles are listed below.) 

Vol. VI.— Reports by states, with statistics for 
Counties- jUabama to Montana. 977 p. 

Vol. VII,— Same— Nebraska to Wyoming: Alaska, 
Hawaii, and Porto Rico. lOiap. 

lti>roF.lCTXJRES: 

Vol. Vril.— General report and analysis. 845 p. 

Vol. IX.— Reports By states, with statistics for 
prmcipal cities. 1404 p. 

Vol. X.— Reports for principal industries. 975 p. 
(Each of the reports for the industries shown 
in this volume was prtoted as a separate bulletin. 
The titles are given below under the heading 
"Manufactures Industry bulletins.") 
Mining; 

Vol. XI.— Mines and quarries. 369 p. 

EEPRINTa or CHAI'TEES OF FINAL SEP0ET3. . 

Each of the chapters of Volume I of tie final reports, 
which is the general report and analysis of the popula- 
tion statistics, was reprinted as a separate. The titles 
of the chapters are as follows: 

I. Number of inhabitants. 104 d. 
II. Color or race, nativitv, and parentage. 122 p. 

III. Sex distribution. 42 p. 

IV. Age distribution. 218 p. 
V. Marital condition. lS2p. 

VI. State of birf<- 92 p. 
VII. Country of bjrth. 94p. 
VIII. Foreign white stock. S4p. 
IX . Mother tongue. 58 p. 
X. Year of immigration. 16 p. 
XI. Voting and raiiitia ages. 64 p. 
XII. School attendance. 88 p. 
Xm. lUiteraoy. 80 p. 
XIV. Inability to speak English. 20 p. 
XV, Dwellings and families, 8 p. 
XVI. OwTiersliip of homes. 74 p. 

The following tables from Volum. IV, Occupation 
statistics, have i leen reprinted as separates; 

III. Occupations: Cities of lOO.OOU and over. 57 p. 

IV. Occupations: Cities of 2.5,0n0 and over. ,8-5 p. 

V and IX. Occupation statbllcs: Alaska, Hawaii, 

and Porto Rico. 19 p. 
The titles of the chapters of Volume V, the general 
report and analysis of the statistics of agriculture, each 
of which was reprinted as a separate, are as follows: 
I. Farms and farm property. 70 p. 
II. Farm tenure. 60 p, 

III. Farm mortgages. 12 p. 

IV. Statistics of farms, cla.3slfled by race, nativity, 

and tcpure of farmers 8,8 p 

V Siz, nffirmb 70 p 

VI Ln i stock on faring and elsewhere 146 p 
VII Live- tocj prodfn Is and domestic animals sold 

or slauglit^rt J on faim:: 58 p 
VIII ''iimmiry lor ilICT'ijis 34 p 
IX Inau idujl crops 170 p 
X jVgrrculturaI°latBtiC3, by counties 92 p 
XI Itri'j.lion 50 p 
XII Plant itK is m (lie oouth 13 p 

The folljwijit liljlfs of Volume Mil the general 
report and analv"!.-, of tiio _litL tir s of manufai tures, 
have b' eu reprintt d as sf pirjd s 

Tiblc^VindM " i p TdbleV -Comparative 
suTomary — I rmi ipi] mdu trji ■,,bv lak I'll^^.iiot, 
and ImO TitiJp . I — Numlier of i I ibli limcnt, 
per oi. inHJ"l,povrr ( I) il il, r pen,. lnl^alnu 
of prudu t — lu'^u (np° hy fitfs I'JOO 

Chaplir r V and I alrt I Uenjptinn of mrli- 
\ldutl indirtric \ itli prim iTiil sIjIlIk. for rnh 
11-, p 

rhtfulloivin ccliitiior * oiiimi Y,Rriiorf ii)r],iijjfi 
paitn lu trj' ^, Ji L Iim i. i p; ttio ] , a <-< ), i, lii 

Still ti(s oi r" )iiul.xtarc^ tut rni tropoii' m dis- 
tricts, too i 77 p 

. ACSTKICT or TIIL CEjfsl s WITH T VTC SUPPLEMENT^ 

Til Vlislrac t of tlip ( c o n , a \ oinmf oi 5o9 pigfS, 
wIulIi 1, mifudid tor g. D' r t| di ti Ijution, l prtpan d 
in n( h i no\ aj to m""t ill hm -L, uf niu t pi r on de 
Slrmg ioi'irm dl' n rooi I rn, II tlii ;i iitl oitliimtns 
Itcontjut,iotabularform liiirii]^ nt lot cerisi tiiitlcs 
for the (Ini(-d ItIi t is i n linlf md f n e " li ^( n iiid 
prinripd citii , toj-illiir ,\ilh i I,rn f ti ( t/ni dii- 
graol and unp r^[iluii;i' llin tiLOrr- lod tlmr 
m"inmr i In L ti ,1 ihi n | ,ri. i iioinlm lion 
of till I urn p!i Ml I ' II I -I I I n li - 'i I tijl ind tci, 
and not m u h , < i imjim idou ui i mli 

1 liH \i Ir 1 I I i I d II, [. 1 I , 111 1,1, one mr 
c;ii 11 I 111 I ,1 'i 111 lull (oiil 11,1111 I ii|,|.i, iji, ,ji 
gl UI ' ii I iili d I ,11 111 iiiri oiuilii , 1 I'll in 1 oilier 
CI It III, .11 ol i„i I ,1, (,, nliiili It I, I ,ti di 
;-:i( iiid to III till iin, dj of pfr on r, i I, ni /nihil 
r,l I' or |, , I iit> mlin I'd in il l]„ ii|,|,l n, ],| 
conl nil ,1 . 1,1,1(1 I ,1,1, N I (( 1 I II, i,ii,„i,,,h,,a 

fOl I, I I 111 (llll I II ,1' I 11 lIlM \1, I, I I 1 il o 

f'liiil i 10 I II I r ,1 I , II ,,l , ,1, r, ,11, l,,i ™,l,d 

b 1,1 I id 111 (Il \ ,,iir I' , iiiil.il, "Jvi r.orts by 
sl^r, 'f ^ ol, I, 111, \I VJl,andIX) 



As a compact reference work of general and local In- 
terest the Abstract is more convenient for most persona 
than the voluminous final reports. 

The following list gives a summary of the chapters: 
Introddction. 
Population: .j 

1. Number and distribution of inhabitants. 

2. Color or race, nativity, and parentage; sex; 

population 21 years of age and over; males of 
mUitia age. 

3. Age and marital condition. 

4. State of birth of native population, 

5. Population of foreign birth and foreign parent- 

age, by country of origin, 

6. Foreign-bom population— Date of Immigration. 

7. School attendance and illiteracy. 

8. Dwellings and families. 
Agriculture; 

9. Farms and farm property. 

10. Tenure, mortgage indebtedness, color and na- 
tivity of farmers, and size of farms. 
. It. Live stock on farms and elsewhere. 

12. Live-stock products, and domestic animal! sold 

or slaughtered on farms. 

13. Farm crops— Acreage, production, and value. 

14. Irrigation and irrigated crops. 
Manufactures: 

15. Statistics for states, cities, and industries. 
Mines and quarries; 

16. Mines and quarries. 

'^ STATE BULLETINS. 

The state bulletins, of which a few copies are avaU- 
ablefor distribution, give, each tor a particular state, de- 
tailed results of the census for the mam branches of 
Population, agriculture, irrigation, and manufactures, 
hese fail into several distinct series, as follows: 
Pop^'lation: 

First scri>.!.— By counties and minor civil divi- 
sions. Gives the population of the state, the den- 
sity of population, and the urban and rural pop- 
ulation, with tables showing the population iu 1910 
and 1900 for each county and for each minor civil 
division within the county. 

Second series.- Gives composition and character- 
istics of the population, statistics of c«lor, nativit i, 
parentage, sex, citizenship, illiteracv, school a't- 
tendance, and dwellings and families, with tables 
for all counties, and for cities having 2,500 or more 
inhatiitants. 

The contents of these bulletins were printed as 
Volumes II and III of the final reports. 
Agriculture: 

I'iTst series.— Number ol farms, farm property, 
live stock, principal crops, and farm expenses. 

Sminit scrtts.—Reproduces the material lor the 
first series, and gives additional information in re- 
gard to tenure,live-stockprod,]cts, and minor crops 
and piesents a complete record for each .state and 
tor each countv of all the agricultural data gathered 
at the census of 1910, 

The contents of these bulletins were printed as 
Volumes VI and VII of the final reports. 
Ieeigation: 

Slatistics of irrigation, farms and acreage iiTi- 
gated, irrigation .vorks, cost of construction, cost of 
opersitlon and maintenance, and crops irrigated, 
issued separately for the following states: Arizona, 
California.Colorado.Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming, 
and in a single bulletin tor Kansas, Nebraska North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas. 

The contents of these bulletins were printed hi 
Volumes VJ and VII in cxinuection with tlio agri- 
cultural statistics of the states to which they relate, 

MANVFArTURES: 

statistics for manufactures for the states and for 
prineti'al cilles and industries. The coutcnts of 
these bulletins, which Mcre issued for each slate, 
and for principal industries, were reprinted as Vol- 
ume I X , Reports hv stales, with statistics for prin- 
cipal cities, and Volume X, Reports for principal 
industries. 

abstract BULLETINS. 

Abstract bulletins give the general results of the cen- 
sus lor the country as a whole bv etutes, and, inhere 
ipplirabie, by larger cities. .\U of the nial.i or contained 
in thein has been reprinted in greater detail in the final 
reports. The following bulletins were issued: 
Population: 

■Number and distribution of inhabitants. 55 p. 

Color orra,e, nativity, iiarentage, sox, and males of 
voting arid niilitia ages. 44 p. 

School attendance and illiteracy. 39 p. 

A ge and marital condition. 47 p. 

Country ol liirth, 32 p. 

State of birth. IS p. 

Occupation statistics. 107 p. 
Agricultuee: 

Farms enri farm property. 20 p. 

G enoral farm crops, 28 p. 

Live stock on farms and elsewhere. .34 p. 

Tenure, mortgaiJe indebtedness, color and nativity 
ol tarriiers, and size of farms. 24 p. 

Ci ops. .59 p. 

Live-stock products. 10 p. 
lEt-tl0\TrO!.r: 

IrriEiition in the United States. 12 p. 

MANirF..\CTUlllLS; 

Manufactures- States, cities, and industries. 96 p. 
Mines: 

Mining industries tu the United States. 24 p. 
Coal mining. 5,i p. 
Iron rnining. 25 p. 



, KAjrupAcTUSES mnusTET BoiiEims. 

All of the matter contained in these bnlletins was 

reprinted without change in Volume X, Reports for 

principal industries, of the final volumes. 

Agricultural implement mdustry. 12 p. 

Automobiles, including bodies and parts. 17 p. 

Bicycles, motorcycles, and parts. 6 p. 

Blast-furnace steel-works, and rolling-mill, wire, aoA 
tmplate and temeplate industries. SO p. 

Boots and sho(s, including cut stock and findings. 20 p. 

Butter, cheese, and condensed-milk industry. 23 p. 

Cannmg and presendng. 23 p. 

Carriage and wagon mdustry. 17 p. 

Chemicals. 22 p. 

Clay-products uidustry. 26 n. 

Coke. 10 p. '^ 

Cordage and twine and jute and linen goods. 11 p. 

Cotton goods. Including cotton small wares. 30 p. 

Dyeing and finishing textiles, 10 p, 

Dyestufts and extracts. 7 p. , 

Electrical machinery, apparatus, and supplies. 17 p. 

Essential oUs, 6 p. 

Explosives. 7 p. 

Fertilizer industry. 13 p. 

Flour-mill and gristmill industry. 24 p. 

Fur-felt hat industi-y. 8 p. 

Gas, 19 p. 

Glass. 12 p. 

Glucose and starch. 8 p. 

Hosiery and knit-goods mdustry. 25 p. 

Ice. 15 p. 

Leather glove and mitten indtjstry, 12 p. 

Leather industry. 19 p. 

Lumber induatry. 24 p. 

Musical instruments and phonographs and grapbo- 
phones. 17 p. 

Oilcloth and Imoleum. 7 p. 
Pamt and varnish industry. 13 p. 
Paper and wood-pulp industry. 16 p. 
Petroleum relining. 10 p. 
Printing and publishing industry, 41 p. 
Rice cleaning and polishing. 9 p. 
Salt. 7d, 

Shipbuilding, including boat bulldhig. 19 p. 
Silk manufactures. 25 p. 

Slaughtering and meat-packing industry. 23 p. 
Soap. Up. 
Sugar. 15 p. 

Sulphuric, nitric, and mixed acids. 9 p. 
Steam laundries. 15 p. 
Turpentine and rosin industry. IS p. 
Woolen, worsted, and felt goods, and wool hats, carpets 
and rugs, and shoddy. 48 p. 

MISCELL.INEOUS BULLETINS. 

^ Besides abstra>:t and state bulletins, whioli are de- 
signed for more general distribution, there have been 
Issued the following bulletins containing additional 
data and discussion regarding selected topics. All ol 
the matter contained ia these bulletins appears in the 
final volumes to which they pertiin. 
Population of counties and equivalent subdivisions. 

Total population and area of the United States, by 
states and te; Tories. 16 p. 

Population of cities ot2,50n inhal itants and over. 46 p. 

Center of population and median lines, continental 
United States. 8 p. 

Population of counties and minor civil divisions, 1910, 
1900, and 1890. 596 p. 

Cities and their suburbs. 6 p. 

Population of ulcornorated places. Ill p. 

Occupation statisti^:. 107 p. This bulletin Contains 
the principal statistics for occupations, with expla- 
nation and analytic, 1 text shown in Volume IV. 

Irrigation for rice growing— Loulskina, Texas, and 
Arkansas. 14 p. 

Irrigation in Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Okla- 
homa, South Dakota, and Texas (exclusive of irriga- 
tion for rice). 28 p. 

Cliemical3and,allied products, 1909. 99p. ThisbuUe- 
tin is a combination otthe separatelv issued bulletins 
tor general chemicals; bone, carbon" and lampVdack; 
dyestufFs and e.vtracts; exploii\'es; fertilizers- essen- 
tial oils; paint and v.imish; sulphuric, nitric and 
mixed acids; and wooddistillstiou. 

Textiles, 19U9, 175 p. This bulletin is a combination 
of the separately issued hiilletins coverfag the textile 
industries; Cotton manufietnres; hosiery and knit 
goods; woolen, worsted, and felt goods, and wool 
hats; carpets and ru>,'s; shoddy; wool pulling; wool 
scouring; fur-(elt h.ils; siifc manufactures- cordage 
and twine and jiile and linen goods; and the dveuig 
and printin;:; of textiles. ■.-''' 

Metropolitan districts. ]9n9. 77 p. This bulletin in- 
cludes Ihestaristjcsofmauufuclures for the following 
metropolitian districts: New York City, Chicago 
Phtladelphio, I'ilt4bur,;h, Boston, St. Louis, Cle-ve- 
land, liullalii, Deiroit Cincinnati, IlaUimorc, Mm- 
ncapolis-St. Paul, and San Francisco-Oakland. 

STEOAL BULLETCnS. 

The four buUelins named bcloM- contain statistical 
compilations not found in the final rcnorts of the 
Thirtci'iith Census. 

Population of Now York Oitv, by enumeration dis- 
tricts. 2;) p. 

Statistics of the Indian population, number tribes 
sex, ajc, fecundity, and vitaUtv, 25 p. " '' 

Aco of fsu-mors, by color of operator, character of 
tenure, and size otfarm. 3.5 p, 

StabDity of farm operators, or term of occunanc-p- of 
farms. 22 p, ^ • ' 



